
scott seeing like a state
Scott Seeing Like a State: Understanding State Power and Social Order

scott seeing like a state is a phrase that immediately calls to mind James C. Scott’s influential
work, *Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed*. This
book has become a cornerstone in political science, anthropology, and sociology, offering profound
insights into how states perceive and manage societies. If you’re intrigued by how governments
attempt to organize complex human systems, or why some state-driven projects falter despite the
best intentions, then exploring Scott’s ideas is essential.

In this article, we’ll dive into the key concepts behind Scott seeing like a state, unpack the book’s
arguments, and explore its lasting relevance in understanding state power, legibility, and social
planning. Along the way, we’ll touch upon related ideas such as state legibility, bureaucratic
governance, and the tension between centralized control and local knowledge.

What Does It Mean to “See Like a State”?

The idea of “seeing like a state” revolves around how governments and bureaucracies simplify and
standardize complex social realities to make them manageable. Scott argues that states develop a
particular way of viewing society that emphasizes legibility—transforming messy, diverse, and locally
nuanced social practices into clear, measurable forms.

The Concept of Legibility

Legibility is a key term in Scott’s analysis. It refers to the process by which the state imposes order on
society, making it easier to administer and control. This might mean:

Standardizing language and measurement systems

Mapping territories with clear borders

Registering populations through censuses and identity cards

Implementing uniform agricultural practices or land tenure systems

By making society legible, states can collect taxes, enforce laws, and mobilize resources. However,
legibility often comes at a cost—flattening out rich local variations and ignoring the lived realities of
communities.



Scott’s Critique of State Schemes

Scott is critical of high-modernist projects—ambitious state-led schemes that aim to radically reshape
societies based on abstract knowledge and idealized blueprints. Such projects often fail because they
disregard local knowledge, traditions, and social complexities.

Examples include:

Forced collectivization in agriculture

Urban planning that ignores existing social networks

Standardized housing projects that don’t fit cultural norms

Scott’s work highlights how these top-down interventions, driven by a state’s simplified vision, can
lead to disastrous outcomes.

Why Scott’s Perspective Matters Today

In an era dominated by big data, algorithmic governance, and global bureaucracies, Scott seeing like
a state remains highly relevant. Governments and large organizations increasingly rely on
quantifiable data to make decisions, echoing the legibility principle.

Modern Examples of State Legibility

Consider how states use digital ID systems or biometric data to manage populations. While these
tools improve administrative efficiency, they also raise questions about privacy, surveillance, and the
erasure of individual identities in favor of “legible” categories.

Similarly, urban planners today grapple with balancing standardized zoning laws against the unique
needs of neighborhoods—echoing the tension Scott identified decades ago.

Balancing State Power and Local Knowledge

One of the key lessons from Scott seeing like a state is the value of local knowledge and bottom-up
approaches. Instead of imposing rigid frameworks, successful governance often requires listening to
and incorporating community insights.

For policymakers, this means designing flexible systems that respect diversity and complexity rather
than forcing conformity.



Broader Implications of Scott Seeing Like a State

Beyond statecraft, Scott’s ideas influence numerous fields:

Anthropology: Understanding how cultures resist or adapt to state interventions.

Environmental studies: Recognizing the pitfalls of large-scale environmental management
schemes that ignore ecological diversity.

Development studies: Rethinking aid programs that impose external models without local
participation.

His emphasis on humility in social engineering encourages a critical stance toward technocratic
optimism.

Key Takeaways for Community and Policy Development

For anyone involved in community development or policy design, Scott seeing like a state offers
practical guidance:

Recognize the limits of top-down knowledge and state-centric views.1.

Prioritize diverse, localized experiences in decision-making.2.

Be cautious of overly simplified metrics that might distort reality.3.

Encourage adaptive and participatory governance models.4.

Further Reading and Influence

Scott’s *Seeing Like a State* has inspired a wide range of scholars and practitioners. It challenges
readers to critically evaluate the assumptions behind state power and modernization projects.

If you want to explore this topic deeper, consider reading:

James C. Scott’s other works, such as *The Art of Not Being Governed*

Studies on bureaucratic rationality and governance

Research on participatory development and grassroots movements



These materials build on the foundation of understanding how states perceive and act upon the social
world.

---

Scott seeing like a state offers a powerful lens for understanding the complexities of governance and
social order. By revealing the dangers of oversimplification and the importance of local knowledge,
Scott’s work remains a vital reference for anyone interested in the relationship between power,
society, and knowledge. Whether you’re a student, policymaker, or curious reader, embracing these
insights can foster a more nuanced appreciation of how states shape—and sometimes misshape—the
lives of their citizens.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument in James C. Scott's 'Seeing Like a
State'?
The main argument in 'Seeing Like a State' is that states attempt to simplify complex social realities
through high-modernist schemes, which often leads to failures because these schemes ignore local
knowledge and social practices.

How does James C. Scott define 'high-modernism' in 'Seeing
Like a State'?
High-modernism is defined by Scott as an ideology that embraces scientific and technical progress,
centralized planning, and a strong confidence in the ability of experts and authorities to reshape
society according to rational designs.

What role do local knowledge and practices play in 'Seeing
Like a State'?
Local knowledge and practices are crucial in Scott’s analysis; he argues that they are often
overlooked or suppressed by state-led projects, which leads to unintended consequences and failures
in state planning.

What examples does Scott use to illustrate the failures of
state-led schemes in 'Seeing Like a State'?
Scott uses examples such as the Soviet collectivization, the creation of Brasília, and forestry
management in Germany to illustrate how state schemes that ignored local conditions and knowledge
resulted in failure or disaster.

What is the concept of 'legibility' in 'Seeing Like a State'?
'Legibility' refers to the state's attempt to make society more readable and manageable by



simplifying complex social and ecological systems into standardized, measurable categories.

How does 'Seeing Like a State' critique centralized planning?
The book critiques centralized planning by showing how it often relies on oversimplified models and
ignores the complexity and diversity of local contexts, which leads to inefficiency and harm.

What is the significance of the term 'metis' in Scott's 'Seeing
Like a State'?
'Metis' refers to practical knowledge, skills, and experience that locals have developed over time,
which are often undervalued or ignored by state planners but are essential for successful
management of social and ecological systems.

How does 'Seeing Like a State' relate to contemporary
debates about governance and development?
The book informs contemporary debates by highlighting the dangers of top-down approaches and
emphasizing the importance of participatory governance that respects local knowledge in
development and policy-making.

What lessons does 'Seeing Like a State' offer for policymakers
and planners?
Policymakers are advised to recognize the limits of centralized knowledge, to incorporate local
expertise, and to be cautious of overly ambitious schemes that seek to radically transform society
without regard to existing social practices.

How has 'Seeing Like a State' influenced social science and
political theory?
The book has been influential in social science and political theory by providing a critical framework
for understanding the relationship between state power, knowledge, and society, and by challenging
assumptions about modernization and development.

Additional Resources
Scott Seeing Like a State: An Analytical Review of State-Centric Perspectives

scott seeing like a state is a phrase that immediately recalls the seminal work "Seeing Like a
State" by James C. Scott, a political scientist and anthropologist. While the original text focuses on the
ways in which centralized states attempt to simplify complex social realities to exert control, the
phrase “Scott seeing like a state” has evolved into a conceptual lens for understanding governance,
power, and bureaucratic vision. This article delves deeply into the concept, examining Scott’s
analysis, its relevance in modern governance, and the broader implications of state-centric
perspectives in policy-making and social planning.



Understanding the Core Concept: Scott’s Perspective
on State Vision

At its heart, Scott's thesis in "Seeing Like a State" revolves around how states perceive society
through a reductive and standardized framework, often at odds with the nuances of local knowledge
and practices. Scott argues that states employ a form of “legibility” — a process that simplifies
complex social fabrics into manageable, quantifiable units. This is most evident in cadastral surveys,
censuses, and taxation systems where the state attempts to map human activities into categories it
can easily monitor and control.

This state vision is inherently problematic because it tends to ignore or suppress local forms of
knowledge, informal institutions, and cultural diversity. Scott’s critique highlights how such
simplification can lead to disastrous policy outcomes, including failed agricultural projects, urban
planning errors, and social unrest. The phrase “Scott seeing like a state” thus encapsulates the
tension between centralized bureaucratic rationality and the lived realities of communities.

Legibility and Its Consequences

The concept of legibility is vital for understanding how states function. Governments require legible
data to administer taxes, conscript soldiers, and enforce laws. However, this drive for legibility often
leads to over-simplification:

Uniformity over Diversity: States impose standardized measures, such as fixed land plots or
official languages, disregarding local customs.

Displacement of Local Knowledge: Traditional methods of land use, conflict resolution, or
resource management may be invalidated or outlawed.

Risk of Policy Failures: Ignoring on-the-ground realities can result in ineffective or harmful
policies.

For example, Scott discusses the collectivization efforts in the Soviet Union and the failed agricultural
schemes in Tanzania, where state-imposed models overlooked indigenous farming practices, leading
to famine and economic collapse.

Scott Seeing Like a State in Contemporary Governance

Even decades after the publication of Scott’s work, the concept of “seeing like a state” remains highly
relevant. Modern governments continue to grapple with balancing centralized control and
decentralized knowledge.



Data-Driven Governance and Its Challenges

In the digital age, states have unprecedented access to data through surveillance technologies, big
data analytics, and citizen databases. While this enhances legibility and administrative capacity, it
also raises new issues:

Privacy Concerns: The drive for legibility can infringe on individual rights and freedoms.

Algorithmic Bias: Automated decision-making processes may replicate or exacerbate social
inequalities.

Complexity Reduction: Data models may oversimplify human behavior, leading to flawed
policies.

Scott's insights caution policymakers to consider how the state’s representation of society might
distort reality rather than capture it accurately.

Comparison with Decentralized and Participatory Models

Contrasting the “seeing like a state” approach are models of governance that emphasize local
participation and adaptive management. Community-driven development, participatory budgeting,
and indigenous governance practices highlight the benefits of incorporating diverse perspectives:

Resilience: Local knowledge often enhances the capacity to respond to environmental and1.
social changes.

Legitimacy: Policies designed with community input tend to enjoy greater acceptance.2.

Innovation: Bottom-up approaches can foster solutions tailored to specific contexts.3.

These models challenge the premise that centralized legibility is always superior and underscore the
limitations of “Scott seeing like a state” as a one-size-fits-all framework.

Implications for Policy and Development

The tension between state-centric legibility and local complexity has profound implications,
particularly in international development, urban planning, and environmental management.



Development Projects and State Simplification

Many development initiatives have fallen into the trap Scott describes, where states or international
agencies impose rigid models on diverse societies. Examples include:

Agricultural Modernization: Introducing monocultures without regard for traditional crop
diversity.

Resettlement Programs: Relocating populations based on state-defined priorities rather than
community needs.

Infrastructure Planning: Designing cities with standardized grids that fail to accommodate
informal settlements.

These failures highlight the necessity of integrating local knowledge and flexible planning into state
policies.

Urban Governance and the State’s Gaze

Cities exemplify the challenge of “seeing like a state.” Urban authorities rely on zoning laws, cadastral
maps, and regulatory frameworks to manage growth. However, informal economies, slums, and
diverse cultural practices often escape official recognition, leading to exclusion and marginalization.

Scott’s framework encourages urban planners and policymakers to critically assess the limits of their
legibility tools and to seek inclusive approaches that respect urban complexity.

The Broader Theoretical and Practical Impact of Scott’s
Work

Beyond immediate policy concerns, “Scott seeing like a state” has influenced academic discourse
across political science, sociology, anthropology, and geography. It has inspired critical reflections on
the nature of power, knowledge, and statecraft.

Power Dynamics and Knowledge Production

Scott’s analysis reveals how state power is intertwined with knowledge production and control. The
ability to “see” social realities in a legible form is itself an exercise of authority. This has sparked
debates on:

Epistemic Injustice: Whose knowledge counts in policymaking?



State Surveillance: The role of observation and information gathering in governance.

Resistance: How communities resist or subvert state-imposed legibility.

Such discussions continue to shape contemporary understandings of governance and democracy.

Adapting the Concept for Future Challenges

As states confront challenges like climate change, migration, and technological disruption, Scott’s
ideas offer valuable guidance. Policymakers must balance the need for legibility with the recognition
of complexity, uncertainty, and diversity.

This calls for:

Flexible governance structures that allow experimentation and adaptation.1.

Greater inclusion of marginalized voices in decision-making.2.

Recognition of the limits of state knowledge and the value of local expertise.3.

In this light, “Scott seeing like a state” serves as a cautionary tale and a prompt for more nuanced
statecraft.

---

In exploring “Scott seeing like a state,” we uncover critical insights into the pervasive tension
between centralized authority and local realities. James C. Scott’s work continues to resonate,
reminding scholars and practitioners alike of the complexities inherent in governance and the
profound consequences of how the state chooses to see and shape society.
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states so often fail--sometimes catastrophically--in grand efforts to engineer their society or their
environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such planning disasters. Beautifully
written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world we now inhabit.--New Yorker A tour
de force.-- Charles Tilly, Columbia University
  scott seeing like a state: Summary of James C. Scott's Seeing Like a State Everest
Media,, 2022-10-07T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book.
Sample Book Insights: #1 The state has always been an enemy of nomads and pastoralists, as it has
always sought to sedentarize them and make them legible. The more I examined these efforts at
sedentarization, the more I realized that legibility is a fundamental problem in statecraft. #2 The
state has always been an enemy of nomads and pastoralists, as it has sought to sedentarize them and
make them legible. The more I examined these efforts at sedentarization, the more I realized that
legibility is a fundamental problem in statecraft. #3 In his book Back to the Soil, AC Grayling
describes the history of utopian projects, from the French Revolution to the Spanish Revolution, that
tried to reshape the face of society through social engineering. The most tragic episodes of these
projects originate in a pernicious combination of four elements: administrative ordering of nature
and society, high-modernist ideology, transformative state simplifications, and a high level of
administrative corruption. #4 If you want to change the face of a society, you need to first seize
power, then use it to bring about utopian plans. The most fertile soil for this combination is usually
found during times of war, revolution, depression, and struggle for national liberation.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like an International Organization André Broome, Leonard
Seabrooke, 2017-12-22 This book contributes to the study of International Organizations (IOs) by
providing a sharp focus on how IOs’ analytic institutions interact with states over key policy issues.
Analytic institutions include the areas, departments, committees, adjudicatory bodies, and others
housed by or linked to IOs that develop the cognitive framework for identifying, understanding, and
solving policy problems. Analytic institutions make the state legible to IOs and are the key means for
how IOs see their member states, shaping how international political and economic problems are
understood. This book investigates why seeing like an IO matters through cases on leading
organizations for global economic governance, including the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, the Bank for International Settlements, the Organisation for Economic Co-Operation
and Development, and the World Trade Organization. The contributors demonstrate the benefits of
studying IOs from the inside-out to enrich our understanding of why issues in the international
political economy are governed the way they are. This book was published as a special issue of New
Political Economy.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like a Commons Joshua Lockyer, 2021-05-11 In Seeing
Like a Commons, Joshua Lockyer demonstrates how a growing group of people have, over the last
eighty years, deliberately built Celo Community, a communal settlement on 1,200 acres of commonly
owned land in the Appalachian Mountains of North Carolina. Joshua Lockyer highlights the potential
for intentional communities like Celo to raise awareness of global interconnectivity and structural
inequalities, enabling people and communities to become better stewards and citizens of both local
landscapes and global commons.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like a Smuggler Mahmoud Keshavarz, Shahram Khosravi,
2022-07-20 'This conceptually vivid book refreshes our vision' - Ruth Wilson Gilmore The word
smuggler often unleashes a simplified, negative image painted by the media and the authorities.
Such state-centric perspectives hide many social, political and economic relations generated by
smuggling. This book looks at the practice through the eyes of the smugglers, revealing how their
work can be productive, subversive and deeply sociopolitical. By tracing the illegalised movement of
people and goods across borders, Seeing Like a Smuggler shows smuggling as a contradiction within
the nation-state system, and in a dialectical relation with the national order of things. It raises
questions on how smuggling engages and unsettles the ethics, materialities, visualities, histories and
the colonial power relations that form borders and bordering. Covering a wide spectrum of
approaches from personal reflections and ethnographies to historical accounts, cultural analysis and



visual essays, the book spans the globe from Colombia to Ethiopia, Singapore to Guatemala,
Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, and from Kurdistan to Bangladesh, to show how people deal with global
inequalities and the restrictions of poverty and immobility.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like a Firm Associate Professor of Social and Political
Philosophy European School of Social and Political Sciences (Espol) Pierre-Yves Néron, Pierre-Yves
Néron, 2024 Business corporations are political entities and need to be considered as such. Seeing
Like a Firm invites readers to do just that by providing a political theory of the business firm. It
argues that firms 'see' in a conservative way and embrace a 'conservatism of commerce' that
requires socioeconomic inequality. By offering a new interpretation of conservatism based not on
preserving the existing system but on an 'aesthetics of inequality', Néron provides an alternative
way to think about the main challenges that proponents of equality face.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like a Platform Petter Törnberg, Justus Uitermark,
2025-01-29 Power needs abstraction, to make the unwieldy complexity of the social world legible
and manageable. The proposition at the heart of Seeing Like a Platform is that digital technology
brings new metaphors through which power operates. While industrial modernity saw society as a
machinery to be designed according to detailed blueprints, digital modernity views society as
organic and alive, to be herded and nudged through digital infrastructures, AI, and algorithms.
Seeing Like a Platform explores the history, meaning, and far-reaching consequences of this
epistemological shift. From social movements to Wikipedia, from digital platforms to city planning,
from social science to media, society is being redefined by ideas from complexity science. While
complexity offers a vision of a self-organized society freed from hierarchies and overbearing
bureaucracies, it simultaneously enables new forms of domination and control. Through theoretical
reflections and case studies, Seeing Like a Platform offers an inquiry into digital modernity.
Accessibly written and broad ranging, it is an essential reading for scholars, students, and
practitioners in fields such as sociology, political science, urban studies, and technology studies. It
will also interest anyone keen to understand the profound impact of digital technologies on
governance, social organization, and everyday life. The Open Access version of this book, available
at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution
(CC-BY) 4.0 license.
  scott seeing like a state: The State and the Self Maren Behrensen, 2017-11-01 In this
fascinating and timely book, Maren Behrensen facilitates a conversation between philosophy and the
‘practitioners’ of identity. What makes a person the same person over time? This question has been
studied throughout the history of philosophy. Yet philosophers have never fully engaged with the
‘practitioners’ of identity, namely technology developers, lawyers, politicians, sociologists and
applied ethicists. The book offers an answer to the metaphysical question of personal identity and
tries to show how this question is of immediate relevance to the various practices of identity
management – particularly in the fields of administration, counter-terrorism activities, and gender
reassignment. Behrensen argues that identity documents and other markers of identity (such as
biometric samples) are not merely representations of, but actually help constitute, personal identity.
The metaphysical fact of personal identity lies in these supposedly ‘external’ features. The book goes
on to focus on issues relating to ‘trust’ and ‘security’, terms central to the ethics of new technologies
and in work on new identity management technologies.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like a Citizen Kara Moskowitz, 2019-11-12 In Seeing Like a
Citizen, Kara Moskowitz approaches Kenya’s late colonial and early postcolonial eras as a single
period of political, economic, and social transition. In focusing on rural Kenyans—the vast majority
of the populace and the main targets of development interventions—as they actively sought access to
aid, she offers new insights into the texture of political life in decolonizing Kenya and the early
postcolonial world. Using multisited archival sources and oral histories focused on the western Rift
Valley, Seeing Like a Citizen makes three fundamental contributions to our understanding of African
and Kenyan history. First, it challenges the widely accepted idea of the gatekeeper state, revealing
that state control remained limited and that the postcolonial state was an internally varied and often



dissonant institution. Second, it transforms our understanding of postcolonial citizenship, showing
that its balance of rights and duties was neither claimed nor imposed, but negotiated and
differentiated. Third, it reorients Kenyan historiography away from central Kenya and elite
postcolonial politics. The result is a powerful investigation of experiences of independence, of the
meaning and form of development, and of how global political practices were composed and
recomposed on the ground in local settings.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like a Rover Janet Vertesi, 2015-04-22 In the years since
the Mars Exploration Rover Spirit and Opportunity first began transmitting images from the surface
of Mars, we have become familiar with the harsh, rocky, rusty-red Martian landscape. But those
images are much less straightforward than they may seem to a layperson: each one is the result of a
complicated set of decisions and processes involving the large team behind the Rovers. With Seeing
Like a Rover, Janet Vertesi takes us behind the scenes to reveal the work that goes into creating our
knowledge of Mars. Every photograph that the Rovers take, she shows, must be processed,
manipulated, and interpreted—and all that comes after team members negotiate with each other
about what they should even be taking photographs of in the first place. Vertesi’s account of the
inspiringly successful Rover project reveals science in action, a world where digital processing
uncovers scientific truths, where images are used to craft consensus, and where team members
develop an uncanny intimacy with the sensory apparatus of a robot that is millions of miles away.
Ultimately, Vertesi shows, every image taken by the Mars Rovers is not merely a picture of
Mars—it’s a portrait of the whole Rover team, as well.
  scott seeing like a state: Organisational Development in Practice Kevin Flinn, 2025-08-25
Organisational Development in Practice: A Complexity Approach draws on conventional, critical, and
complexity thinking in relation to organisational development with a view to exploring what’s useful
and what’s not. This book proffers an approach to organisational development that helps to develop,
support, and maintain more democratic, collaborative, inclusive and sustainable ways of learning,
working, and living. The author explores the practicalities of working with the frustrations and
inconsistencies involved in coping with the patterns of human interaction that inevitably make up
organisations, where planned and emergent approaches co-exist, whether we would like them to or
not. Woven in between the personal essays are vignettes from a range of international practitioners
reflecting on their own experiences in the field. This book, a radically different approach to
organisational development, is suitable for advanced students and researchers of organisation and
organisational development, organisation studies, human resource management, and executive
education. It will also be of interest to practising managers.
  scott seeing like a state: The Nature of Empires and the Empires of Nature Karl S. Hele,
2013-09-28 Drawing on themes from John MacKenzie’s Empires of Nature and the Nature of
Empires (1997), this book explores, from Indigenous or Indigenous-influenced perspectives, the
power of nature and the attempts by empires (United States, Canada, and Britain) to control it. It
also examines contemporary threats to First Nations communities from ongoing political,
environmental, and social issues, and the efforts to confront and eliminate these threats to peoples
and the environment. It becomes apparent that empire, despite its manifestations of power, cannot
control or discipline humans and nature. Essays suggest new ways of looking at the Great Lakes
watershed and the peoples and empires contained within it.
  scott seeing like a state: Seeing Like an Activist Erin R. Pineda, 2021-03-12 As it is
popularly understood, civil disobedience is a form of constitutional patriotism: protestors have to
accept legal punishment and appeal to society's core principles in order to demonstrate that they are
sincere reformers, not revolutionaries. Although this template for action is based on the example of
the Civil Rights Movement, Seeing Like an Activist demonstrates that it profoundly misunderstands
civil rights activism. Based on historical and archival evidence, it argues that civil rights activists
turned to civil disobedience as a practice of decolonization: to emancipate themselves and others,
and in the process transform the racial order.
  scott seeing like a state: Cairo Securitized Paul Amar, 2024-01-23 A rich examination of the



securitization of the everyday lives of the citizens of Cairo and how to build a more equitable urban
order Until the year 2000, Cairo had been a model megacity, relatively crime free, safe, and public
facing. It featured a thriving public culture and vibrant street life. In recent decades, however, the
Egyptian state has accelerated a wholesale dismantlement of public education and public sector jobs
and reversed the modest land reforms of the Nasser era. As a result, the vast majority of Cairo’s
people have been forcibly deprived of their social rights, social goods, and educational capital.
Eschewing the traditional focus on top-down regime and state security, the contributors to this
volume, who represent a wide array of academics, activists, artists, and journalists, explore how
repressive policies affect the everyday lives of citizens. They show the ways in which urban security
crises are politically fashioned and do not emanate from the urban social fabric on their own: city
crime, violence, and fear are created by specific means of extraction, production, and control.
Another kind of city can live again. But how? By tackling a range of issues, including public health,
transportation, labor safety, and housing and property distribution, Cairo Securitized unsettles
simplistic binaries of thug and police, public versus private, and slum versus enclave, and proposes
compelling new ways in which securitizing processes can be reversed, reengineered, and replaced
with a participatory and equitable urban order. Contributors: Sara Soumaya Abed African
Leadership Centre, Kings College London Zeinab Abul-Magd Oberlin College, USA Mohamed Ahmed
Political Scientist and historian, Cairo Egypt Rania Ahmed Independent Researcher, Cairo Egypt
Nicholas Simcik Arese University of Cambridge, UK Ahmed Awadalla University of Strathclyde,
Glasgow, UK Ahmad Borham The American University in Cairo, Cairo Egypt Miguel A. Fuentes
Carreño University of California, Santa Barbara, USA Roberta Duffield Scholar on urbanism, public
space, Cairo Egypt Momen El-Husseiny The American University in Cairo, Cairo Egypt Mohamed
Elmeshad SOAS, London UK Ifdal Elsaket Netherlands-Flemish Institute, Cairo Egypt Mohamed
Elshahed Independent Writer and Curator, Mexico City Amy Fallas University of California Santa
Barbara, USA Tina Guirguis University of California, Santa Barbara, USA Elena Habersky The
American University in Cairo, Cairo Egypt Hanan Hammad Texas Christian University, USA Hatem
Hassan Impact Justice, Pittsburgh, USA Amira Hetaba Federal Government of Lower Austria, Austria
Deena Khalil The American University in Cairo, Cairo Egypt Omnia Khalil City University of New
York, USA Sabrina Lilleby University of Texas, Austin, USA Paul Miranda Nonviolent Peaceforce,
South Mosul, Iraq Mostafa Mohie American University in Cairo, Cairo Egypt Laura Monfleur
University François-Rabelais, Tours, France Aya Nassar Royal Holloway, University of London, UK
Nora Noralla human rights researcher, Berlin, Germany Aly El Reggal Scuola Normale Superiore,
Florence Italy Afsaneh Rigot Harvard University, Cambridge USA Yahia Saleh Malmö University,
Sweden Bassem al-Samragy political analyst at the International Criminal Court, The Hague, The
Netherlands Yahia Shawkat Technische Universität Berlin, Germany Maïa Sinno Géographie Cités
Lab, CNRS / Sorbonne University, Paris France Mark Westmoreland Leiden University, The
Netherlands
  scott seeing like a state: Resolving Land Disputes in East Asia Hualing Fu, John Gillespie,
2014-07-03 Fresh comparative perspectives on land disputes in East Asia, with a focus on the
transitional societies in China and Vietnam.
  scott seeing like a state: The Dynamics of Law and Morality Wibren van der Burg,
2016-03-23 This book investigates the dynamic intertwinement of law and morality, with a focus on
new and developing fields of law. Taking as its starting point the debates and mutual
misunderstandings between proponents of different philosophical traditions, it argues that this
theoretical pluralism is better explained once law is accepted as an essentially ambiguous concept.
Continuing on, the book develops a robust theory of law that increases our grasp on global legal
pluralism and the dynamics of law. This theory of legal interactionism, inspired by the work of Lon
Fuller and Philip Selznick, also helps us to understand apparent anomalies of modern law, such as
international law, the law of the European Convention on Human Rights and horizontal interactive
legislation. In an ecumenical approach, legal interactionism does justice to the valuable core of truth
in natural law and legal positivism. Shedding new light on familiar debates between authors such as



Fuller, Hart and Dworkin, this book is of value to academics and students interested in legal theory,
jurisprudence, legal sociology and moral philosophy.
  scott seeing like a state: Speaking the Earth’s Languages Stuart Cooke, 2013 Speaking the
Earth’s Languages brings together for the first time critical discussions of postcolonial poetics from
Australia and Chile. The book crosses multiple Languages, landscapes, and disciplines, and draws on
a wide range of both oral and written poetries, in order to make strong claims about the importance
of ‘a nomad poetics’ – not only for understanding Aboriginal or Mapuche writing practices but, more
widely, for the problems confronting contemporary literature and politics in colonized landscapes.
The book begins by critiquing canonical examples of non-indigenous postcolonial poetics. Incisive
re-readings of two icons of Australian and Chilean poetry, Judith Wright (1915–2000) and Pablo
Neruda (1904–1973), provide rich insights into non-indigenous responses to colonization in the wake
of modernity. The second half of the book establishes compositional links between Aboriginal and
Mapuche poetics, and between such oral and written poetics more generally. The book’s final part
develops an ‘emerging synthesis’ of contemporary Aboriginal and Mapuche poetics, with reference
to the work of two of the most important avant-garde Aboriginal and Mapuche poets of recent times,
Lionel Fogarty (1958–) and Paulo Huirimilla (1973–). Speaking the Earth’s Languages uses these
fascinating links between Aboriginal and Mapuche poetics as the basis of a deliberately nomadic,
open-ended theory for an Australian–Chilean postcolonial poetics. “The central argument of this
book,” the author writes, “is that a nomadic poetics is essential for a genuinely postcolonial form of
habitation, or a habitation of colonized landscapes that doesn’t continue to replicate colonialist
ideologies involving indigenous dispossession and environmental exploitation.”
  scott seeing like a state: Settler Colonial Sovereignty Liam Midzain-Gobin, 2025-10-16
Knowledge production in the Anglosphere depends on the erasure of non-Western ways of knowing –
especially ways of knowing oneself, the lands and waters, and the relationships between these
entities. In settler colonial states those in power seldom question this erasure, despite the ongoing
presence and power of Indigenous nations. In this groundbreaking work, Liam Midzain-Gobin
illuminates how the logic of improvement animates this epistemological ignorance, both historically
and currently. By creating a new world based on settler views, the settler state augments its own
power. This way of thinking drives government actions and even influences how settlers and the
state imagine what is possible. Examining knowledge production through governance processes,
Settler Colonial Sovereignty studies three policy areas: First Nations reserve policy, land and
resource monitoring frameworks, and the Indigenous Peoples Survey. Throughout, Midzain-Gobin
shows how state sovereignty is never stable but continually being reaffirmed. Inspired by the
interaction of Indigenous knowledge with cosmological assumptions to provide different
understandings of our place in the world, Settler Colonial Sovereignty imagines how we might move
past improvement as a basis for Indigenous-settler relations.
  scott seeing like a state: Feeling Like a State Davina Cooper, 2019-09-06 A transformative
progressive politics requires the state's reimagining. But how should the state be reimagined, and
what can invigorate this process? In Feeling Like a State, Davina Cooper explores the unexpected
contribution a legal drama of withdrawal might make to conceptualizing a more socially just,
participative state. In recent years, as gay rights have expanded, some conservative
Christians—from charities to guesthouse owners and county clerks—have denied people inclusion,
goods, and services because of their sexuality. In turn, liberal public bodies have withdrawn
contracts, subsidies, and career progression from withholding conservative Christians. Cooper takes
up the discourses and practices expressed in this legal conflict to animate and support an account of
the state as heterogeneous, plural, and erotic. Arguing for the urgent need to put new imaginative
forms into practice, Cooper examines how dissident and experimental institutional thinking
materialize as people assert a democratic readiness to recraft the state.
  scott seeing like a state: The Connected Condition Yohei Igarashi, 2019-12-10 The Romantic
poet's intense yearning to share thoughts and feelings often finds expression in a style that thwarts a
connection with readers. Yohei Igarashi addresses this paradox by reimagining Romantic poetry as a



response to the beginnings of the information age. Data collection, rampant connectivity, and
efficient communication became powerful social norms during this period. The Connected Condition
argues that poets responded to these developments by probing the underlying fantasy: the perfect
transfer of thoughts, feelings, and information, along with media that might make such
communication possible. This book radically reframes major poets and canonical poems. Igarashi
considers Samuel Taylor Coleridge as a stenographer, William Wordsworth as a bureaucrat, Percy
Shelley amid social networks, and John Keats in relation to telegraphy, revealing a shared attraction
and skepticism toward the dream of communication. Bringing to bear a singular combination of
media studies, the history of communication, sociology, rhetoric, and literary history, The Connected
Condition proposes new accounts of literary difficulty and Romanticism. Above all, this book shows
that the Romantic poets have much to teach us about living with the connected condition and the
fortunes of literature in it.
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