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**Inside the Mind of a Visionary: Margaret Atwood Interview on The Handmaid’s
Tale**

margaret atwood interview handmaids tale conversations reveal the profound
layers beneath this iconic dystopian novel and its television adaptation.
Over the years, Atwood has shared insights into her inspirations, the
chilling relevance of her work, and the creative process that brought *The
Handmaid’s Tale* to life. Whether you’re a longtime fan of the book, a viewer
captivated by the Hulu series, or simply curious about Atwood’s perspective,
exploring these interviews offers a fascinating glimpse into one of
literature’s most influential voices.

Margaret Atwood Interview Handmaids Tale:
Exploring the Origins

When discussing *The Handmaid’s Tale*, Atwood often reflects on the real-
world events that inspired the novel’s chilling dystopia. In many interviews,
she emphasizes that the story isn’t pure fantasy but rather a speculative
vision rooted in historical and contemporary realities. Atwood has famously
stated that she didn’t invent anything in the book; instead, she “invented
the connections” between things already happening in the world.

The Inspiration Behind Gilead

Atwood’s interview discussions often highlight how she drew from theocratic
regimes, totalitarian governments, and patriarchal societies across history.
From the Salem witch trials to modern-day oppressive policies, these
influences shaped the fictional Republic of Gilead. In one memorable
interview, Atwood explained:

> “The world of Gilead is a collage of actual events and practices, some
quite recent and some from further back in history. I wanted to show how
fragile freedom can be when fear and power dominate.”

This insight helps readers and viewers understand why *The Handmaid’s Tale*
feels so eerily plausible, even decades after its initial publication in
1985.

The Impact of Margaret Atwood’s Interview
Handmaids Tale on Modern Audiences

Atwood’s interviews surrounding the TV adaptation have brought renewed
attention to the themes of her novel. When the Hulu series premiered, Atwood
participated in numerous conversations explaining her views on the show’s
interpretation and its resonance with today’s political climate.



On the Relevance of The Handmaid’s Tale Today

In multiple interviews, Atwood expressed both surprise and concern at how
relevant *The Handmaid’s Tale* remains, especially as discussions around
women’s rights, authoritarianism, and reproductive freedom continue
worldwide. She once remarked:

> “The book was a warning, not a prophecy. Yet, it’s unsettling how often
elements of Gilead seem mirrored in current events. It’s a reminder that
vigilance is necessary to protect human rights.”

Her reflections often inspire readers and viewers to think critically about
society and the importance of safeguarding freedoms.

Atwood on the Adaptation Process

During interviews about the television series, Atwood praised the showrunners
for their sensitive handling of her work. She appreciated how the series
expanded on characters and themes, sometimes diverging from the original
narrative while maintaining the core message.

In one interview, Atwood discussed:

- The challenges of translating a literary work into visual storytelling
- The importance of collaboration between author and screenwriters
- How the series has introduced *The Handmaid’s Tale* to new generations

This behind-the-scenes perspective enriches the viewing experience by showing
how Atwood’s vision evolved through adaptation.

Deeper Themes Uncovered in Margaret Atwood
Interview Handmaids Tale

Beyond plot and adaptation, Atwood’s interviews delve into the philosophical
and ethical questions raised by *The Handmaid’s Tale*. She often discusses
the role of language, power, and resistance within the story.

The Power of Language in Gilead

Atwood has highlighted how language is weaponized to control and manipulate
in Gilead. The rigid use of Biblical texts, the renaming of women, and the
erasure of personal identities are topics she frequently unpacks in
interviews. She explains:

> “Language shapes reality; in Gilead, controlling words means controlling
people’s thoughts and actions.”

Understanding this adds a layer of complexity to the story and encourages
readers to be mindful of how language functions in their own societies.



Women’s Agency and Resistance

Atwood’s portrayal of female characters in *The Handmaid’s Tale* embodies
resilience and complexity. Interviews often focus on how women navigate
oppression through subtle acts of rebellion and solidarity. Atwood insists
that even in the darkest situations, there’s space for hope and resistance:

> “The handmaids, and other women in Gilead, show different kinds of courage.
Resistance is not always loud; sometimes it’s quiet, persistent, and deeply
human.”

This interpretation offers a hopeful lens through which to view the novel and
its adaptations, inspiring audiences to consider the multifaceted nature of
empowerment.

Advice from Margaret Atwood for Aspiring
Writers and Fans

In many interview settings, Atwood generously shares wisdom for writers and
readers intrigued by her work. Her advice often bridges the gap between
creativity and social consciousness.

Write with curiosity and honesty: Atwood encourages writers to explore
their interests deeply and be truthful in portraying human experiences.

Research thoroughly: She stresses the importance of grounding fiction in
reality, which adds authenticity and power to storytelling.

Stay aware of social issues: Her interviews reveal a commitment to using
literature as a tool for reflection and change.

Engage with criticism: Atwood advises writers not to fear critique but
to use it as a means of growth.

For fans of *The Handmaid’s Tale*, Atwood recommends revisiting the novel
with fresh eyes, especially after watching the TV series, to appreciate the
layers and nuances they might have missed initially.

Where to Find Insightful Margaret Atwood
Interview Handmaids Tale Conversations

If you’re looking to dive deeper into Atwood’s thoughts on *The Handmaid’s
Tale*, numerous interviews are available across various platforms:

Television and radio interviews: Programs like NPR’s Fresh Air and BBC’s
literary shows often feature Atwood discussing her work.

Author talks and panels: Literary festivals and universities frequently
host Atwood for Q&A sessions.



Streaming video interviews: YouTube channels offer recorded interviews,
including those conducted around the release of the Hulu adaptation.

Podcasts: Many literary podcasts feature in-depth conversations with
Atwood about her writing process and themes.

These resources provide rich, firsthand perspectives that deepen
understanding and appreciation of the novel and its cultural impact.

---

Exploring a *margaret atwood interview handmaids tale* discussion reveals the
enduring power of Atwood’s work and its ability to provoke thought in readers
and viewers alike. Through her candid reflections, we gain not only a better
grasp of the narrative’s origins and significance but also a call to
awareness about the fragility of freedom and the importance of vigilance.
Whether through her writing or her interviews, Margaret Atwood continues to
challenge and inspire generations to think critically about the world around
them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes Margaret Atwood discusses in
her interview about The Handmaid's Tale?

Margaret Atwood highlights themes such as authoritarianism, gender
oppression, and the resilience of women in her interview about The Handmaid's
Tale.

How does Margaret Atwood describe the inspiration
behind The Handmaid's Tale in the interview?

Atwood explains that The Handmaid's Tale was inspired by historical and
contemporary examples of totalitarian regimes and the control of women's
bodies.

What does Margaret Atwood say about the relevance of
The Handmaid's Tale today?

Atwood remarks that the novel remains relevant as issues of women's rights
and authoritarianism continue to be pressing global concerns.

Did Margaret Atwood share any insights about the TV
adaptation of The Handmaid's Tale in the interview?

Yes, Atwood expressed appreciation for the TV adaptation, noting how it
expands on the story and brings new dimensions to the characters.

How does Margaret Atwood view the role of speculative



fiction, as discussed in the interview?

Atwood believes speculative fiction is crucial for exploring possible futures
and warning society about potential dangers through storytelling.

What personal experiences does Margaret Atwood
mention that influenced her writing of The Handmaid's
Tale?

She mentions witnessing political oppression and feminist movements during
her youth, which shaped her perspective and influenced the novel.

In the interview, does Margaret Atwood address any
misconceptions about The Handmaid's Tale?

Atwood clarifies that the novel is not meant to be purely dystopian but also
a cautionary tale emphasizing vigilance against tyranny.

What does Margaret Atwood say about the character
development in The Handmaid's Tale during the
interview?

She discusses how she crafted characters to reflect complex human emotions
and moral ambiguities within oppressive societies.

Does Margaret Atwood comment on the impact of The
Handmaid's Tale on feminist discourse in her
interview?

Atwood acknowledges that the novel has sparked important conversations about
gender, power, and resistance in feminist circles.

What future projects related to The Handmaid's Tale
does Margaret Atwood mention in the interview?

Atwood hints at continuing to explore themes from The Handmaid's Tale in
upcoming works and remains engaged with its cultural impact.

Additional Resources
Margaret Atwood Interview Handmaids Tale: Unveiling the Layers of a Dystopian
Masterpiece

margaret atwood interview handmaids tale serves as a vital resource for
understanding the enduring impact of one of the most influential dystopian
narratives of modern literature. The Handmaid’s Tale, originally published in
1985, witnessed a resurgence in popularity through its acclaimed television
adaptation, prompting renewed interest in Atwood’s perspectives. In numerous
interviews, Atwood has shared insights into her creative process, the socio-
political context of the novel, and its unsettling relevance in contemporary
society. This article delves into those conversations, exploring the nuances



behind the story, the author’s intentions, and the themes that continue to
resonate decades after the book’s release.

Contextualizing The Handmaid’s Tale Through
Margaret Atwood’s Lens

Margaret Atwood’s reflections in interviews reveal the deliberate
construction of The Handmaid’s Tale as a cautionary narrative that is both
speculative and grounded in reality. Contrary to popular belief framing the
story as purely dystopian fiction, Atwood emphasizes that the novel’s premise
is based on historical precedents and existing cultural practices. In her
discussions, she explains that she coined the term “speculative fiction” to
distinguish her work from science fiction, emphasizing that everything
depicted in the book is derived from real-world events or ideologies,
extrapolated to a plausible extreme.

This perspective is essential in understanding the intricate world-building
of Gilead, the theocratic regime at the heart of the story. Atwood’s
interviews often highlight how the regime’s patriarchal structures and
control over female bodies are not imagined in a vacuum but reflect
disturbing trends visible in history. For instance, her references to the
Salem witch trials, the subjugation of women in various religious contexts,
and contemporary political movements illustrate the novel’s foundation in
tangible concerns.

The Origins and Inspirations Behind the Narrative

In numerous Margaret Atwood interview handmaids tale features, the author has
recounted the genesis of the story during the early 1980s, a time marked by
shifting political landscapes, the rise of conservative movements, and
debates over women’s reproductive rights. She notes that these factors
influenced her to craft a world where such ideologies were taken to their
extreme, resulting in an oppressive regime that weaponizes religion and
gender roles.

Atwood’s approach to character development also emerges as a focal point in
her interviews. The protagonist, Offred, embodies the complexities of
resistance, complicity, and survival under authoritarian control. Through
Atwood’s commentary, readers gain insight into how Offred’s narrative voice
was carefully designed to offer both intimacy and universality, allowing
audiences to connect with her plight across different contexts.

Margaret Atwood Interview Handmaids Tale:
Reflections on Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The resurgence of The Handmaid’s Tale’s popularity, particularly following
the Hulu television adaptation starting in 2017, has led to new interviews
where Atwood discusses the translation of her novel to screen. These
conversations reveal her thoughts on adaptation fidelity, thematic emphasis,
and the extension of the story beyond the original book.



Atwood has publicly praised the showrunners for maintaining the novel’s core
themes while expanding the narrative to address modern political climates.
She acknowledges that the series has introduced The Handmaid’s Tale to a new
generation, amplifying its message about authoritarianism, gender oppression,
and resistance. However, she also cautions viewers and readers to remain
vigilant about the ongoing societal issues mirrored in the story.

The Author’s Perspective on Ongoing Relevance

A recurring theme in Margaret Atwood interview handmaids tale discussions is
the story’s persistent relevance. Atwood often remarks that the world of
Gilead remains a warning rather than a prediction, urging societies to
recognize and counteract the early signs of authoritarianism and rights
erosion. She has expressed concern over global political trends and the
rollback of women’s rights in various regions, emphasizing that these
realities underscore the importance of vigilance.

Moreover, Atwood’s reflections touch on how the novel’s themes intersect with
contemporary debates over bodily autonomy, surveillance, and state control.
She stresses that while the specifics of Gilead’s regime are fictional, the
underlying mechanisms of power and control are observable in various forms
worldwide.

Exploring Themes and Symbolism Through Atwood’s
Commentary

Margaret Atwood’s interviews frequently delve into the novel’s rich symbolism
and thematic layers. The use of color, language, and ritual in The Handmaid’s
Tale is dissected in her analyses, revealing how these elements function as
tools of oppression and identity.

Color as a Narrative Device

Atwood explains that the color-coded uniforms in Gilead serve not just as a
visual marker of social hierarchy but as a mechanism of control. The red of
the Handmaids symbolizes fertility, sin, and visibility, while the subdued
hues assigned to other classes reflect their roles and limitations. This
deliberate use of color reinforces the dehumanization and
compartmentalization inherent in the regime.

Language and Control

Language manipulation is another critical theme Atwood discusses in
interviews. The regime’s co-opting of biblical language and the restriction
of speech highlight how language can become a tool for maintaining power.
Atwood’s insights reveal that this distortion of communication is central to
the psychological control exerted over individuals in Gilead, making
resistance more difficult.



Margaret Atwood Interview Handmaids Tale: The
Author’s Views on Feminism and Power Structures

Atwood’s stance on feminism, as expressed in multiple interviews, is nuanced
and critical. She rejects simplistic categorizations and instead presents
feminism as a complex, multifaceted movement that must grapple with
intersecting power dynamics. The Handmaid’s Tale reflects this complexity by
portraying women as both victims and perpetrators within Gilead’s hierarchy.

She discusses how the novel challenges readers to consider the complicity of
individuals within oppressive systems and the ambiguities of survival
strategies. This layered approach has sparked extensive discourse on the
intersections of gender, power, and resistance.

Pros and Cons of The Handmaid’s Tale’s Portrayal of
Women

Pros: The novel highlights the resilience and agency of women even under
extreme repression, giving voice to marginalized experiences.

Cons: Some critics argue that the portrayal risks reinforcing a
monolithic view of female victimhood and does not fully explore diverse
feminist perspectives.

Such critiques have been addressed by Atwood in interviews, where she
acknowledges the limitations but defends the story’s focus as a deliberate
narrative choice rather than a comprehensive representation.

Looking Forward: Margaret Atwood’s Continuing
Engagement with The Handmaid’s Tale

Beyond the original novel and its television adaptation, Atwood continues to
engage with the world of Gilead through sequels such as “The Testaments.” In
interviews, she discusses how these works expand on the original themes and
respond to evolving cultural conversations. This ongoing dialogue between the
author and her audience underscores the evolution of The Handmaid’s Tale from
a singular narrative to a broader cultural phenomenon.

Atwood’s reflections also touch on the responsibilities of writers in times
of political turmoil, emphasizing the power of storytelling to provoke
thought and inspire action. The persistence of The Handmaid’s Tale in public
discourse is a testament to this belief.

In sum, the numerous Margaret Atwood interview handmaids tale conversations
provide invaluable insight into the novel’s creation, its thematic depth, and
its enduring relevance. Through her articulate and measured commentary,
Atwood invites readers and viewers alike to engage critically with the
unsettling realities her work exposes, making The Handmaid’s Tale a seminal
text for understanding the intersection of literature, politics, and society.
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  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: A Study Guide for Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-03-13 A Study Guide for Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for
Students for all of your research needs.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Janis Goldie, Karen A.
Ritzenhoff, 2019-06-06 The Handmaid's Tale: Teaching Dystopia, Feminism, and Resistance across
Disciplines and Borders offers an interdisciplinary analysis of how Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale, as well as its film and television adaptations, can be employed across different
academic fields in high school, college and university classrooms. Scholars from a variety of
disciplines and cultural contexts contribute to wide-ranging analytical strategies, ranging from
religion and science to the role of journalism in democracy, while still embracing gender studies in a
broader methodological and theoretical framework. The volume examines both the formal and
stylistic ways in which Atwood's classic work and its adaptations can be brought to life in the
classroom through different lenses and pedagogies.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Women's Issues in Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale David Erik Nelson, 2011-10-26 The Handmaid's Tale depicts a dystopian society
in which a religious dictatorship assumes control of the United States, turning the country into the
Republic of Gilead. In this new society, women are stripped of autonomy and often relegated to roles
such as servant or childbearing maid. Since the book's publication in 1985, it has become a popular
point of reference to guard against government interference in women's rights and issues. This
informative edition takes a critical look at Atwood's life and writings, with a specific focus on key
ideas related to The Handmaid's Tale. The book collects a series of essays pertaining to feminism,
sexism, and religious fundamentalism, creating points of discussion for readers that are both modern
and relevant. The text also discusses contemporary women's issues and presents perspectives on
topics such as surrogacy, same-sex marriage, and modesty.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Adapting Margaret Atwood Shannon
Wells-Lassagne, Fiona McMahon, 2022-01-01 This book engages with Margaret Atwood’s work and
its adaptations. Atwood has long been appreciated for her ardent defence of Canadian authors and
her genre-bending fiction, essays, and poetry. However, a lesser-studied aspect of her work is
Atwood’s role both as adaptor and as source for adaptation in media as varied as opera, television,
film, or comic books. Recent critically acclaimed television adaptations of the novels The Handmaid’s
Tale (Hulu) and Alias Grace (Amazon) have rightfully focused attention on these works, but Atwood’s
fiction has long been a source of inspiration for artists of various media, a seeming corollary to
Atwood’s own tendency to explore the possibilities of previously undervalued media (graphic novels),
genres (science-fiction), and narratives (testimonial and historical modes). This collection hopes to
expand on other studies of Atwood’s work or on their adaptations to focus on the interplay between
the two, providing an interdisciplinary approach that highlights the protean nature of the author and
of adaptation.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Return of the Monstrous-Feminine Barbara
Creed, 2022-07-27 This follow-up to the classic text of The Monstrous-Feminine analyses those
contemporary films which explore social justice issues such as women’s equality, violence against
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women, queer relationships, race and the plight of the planet and its multi-species. Examining a new
movement – termed by Creed as Feminist New Wave Cinema – The Return of the
Monstrous-Feminine explores a significant change that has occurred over the past two decades in
the representation of the monstrous-feminine in visual discourse. The Monstrous-Feminine is a
figure in revolt on a journey through the dark night of abjection. Taking particular interest in women
directors who create the figure of the Monstrous-Feminine, in cinema that foregrounds everyday
horrors in addition to classic horror, Creed looks at a range of diverse films including The Babadook,
A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night, Nomadland, Carol, Raw, Revenge, and the television series The
Handmaid’s Tale. These films center on different forms of revolt, from inner revolt to social,
supernatural and violent revolt, which appear in Feminist New Wave Cinema. These relate in the
main to the emergence of a range of social protest movements that have gathered momentum in the
new millennium and given voice to new theoretical and critical discourses. These include: third and
fourth wave feminism, the #MeToo movement, queer theory, race theory, the critique of
anthropocentrism and human animal theory. These theoretical discourses have played a key role in
influencing Feminist New Wave Cinema whose films are distinctive, stylish and diverse. This is an
essential companion to the original classic text and is ideal for students in Gender and Media,
Gender and Horror, Gender and Film and Feminist Film theory courses.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Understanding Margaret Atwood Donna M.
Bickford, 2023-08-31 A timely, accessible introduction to Margaret Atwood's most recent novels and
enduring themes In 2017, the Hulu adaptation of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale
introduced the acclaimed and bestselling Canadian author to a new generation and reminded
Atwood's long-established readers of her uncanny prescience. Understanding Margaret Atwood
provides an overview of the author's life, descriptions and analyses of the key themes present in her
most recent novels, signposts to the connections and intertextual references between them, and
attention to their critical reception. Following a biographical overview, author Donna M. Bickford
studies The Handmaid's Tale (1985) and its sequel The Testaments (2019), retellings of The Odyssey
in The Penelopiad (2005) and The Tempest in Hag Seed (2016), the MaddAddam trilogy (2003, 2009,
2013), and The Heart Goes Last (2015). Written in clear language and a style appropriate both for
scholars and for new students of Atwood, Bickford locates Atwood's recent works in the literary,
political, and social context. Atwood is the author of more than fifty books of fiction, essays, and
poetry, which have collectively sold more than eight million copies worldwide; has received
numerous awards and accolades, including multiple Booker Prizes and a PEN Center USA Lifetime
Achievement Award; and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood
(Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2018-10-24 Unlock the more straightforward side of The
Handmaid’s Tale with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary
presents an analysis of The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, which follows a young woman
named Offred (the Handmaid of the title), who lives in the repressive Republic of Gilead and whose
sole role is to conceive children for the powerful Commander she has been assigned to. Thanks to
her friend Ofglen, she is introduced to the underground resistance movement, but soon discovers
that escaping her position will not be easy. The Handmaid’s Tale was nominated for the 1986 Man
Booker Prize (Atwood has been nominated for the award on numerous occasions, and won it for her
2000 novel The Blind Assassin), and has recently been adapted into a critically acclaimed television
series. Find out everything you need to know about The Handmaid’s Tale in a fraction of the time!
This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character
studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Psychology Travis



Langley, Wind Goodfriend, 2024-11-05 How do people stay true to themselves in times of crisis?
Where does anyone find the strength to stand up in the face of oppression? When will the worst side
of human nature wither before the best? Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale
has captivated readers for four decades and continues to stir popular conversation and controversy
through the hit Hulu television series. The story has grown into a cautionary tale evoking fear and
concern, and yet it also inspires many. The Handmaid’s Tale Psychology: Seeing Off Red delves into
the psychology of the characters and events depicted in each version of Atwood’s epic, both in print
and on screen. Through 18 chapters, psychologists and therapists look deeply into the fiction,
analyzing it both personally and professionally to unearth its message about real human truths.
Topics include oppression, resistance, power, identity, violence, posttraumatic stress versus
posttraumatic growth, good versus evil, morality versus mortality, spirituality versus religion,
helplessness versus hopefulness, and more.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Legacies and Lifespans in Contemporary
Women’s Writing Gina Wisker, Leanne Bibby, Heidi Yeandle, 2023-07-03 This book examines the
connections and conversations between women writers from the twentieth century and the
twenty-first century. The essays consider the ways in which twenty-first-century women writers look
back and respond to their predecessors within the field of contemporary women’s writing. The book
looks back to the foundations of contemporary women’s writing and also considers how this category
may be defined in future decades. We ask how writers and readers have interpreted ‘the
contemporary’, a moving target and an often-contentious term, especially in light of feminist theory
and criticism of the late twentieth century. Writing about the relationships between women’s
writings is an always-vital, ongoing political project with a rich history. These essays argue that
establishing and defining the contemporary is, for women writers, another ongoing political project
to which this collection of essays aims, in part, to contribute.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood,
2010-12-10 An instant classic and eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of
feminist dystopian fiction” (New York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth
Moss. In this multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning
Orwellian vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids”
under the new social order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are
prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’ s persistent memories of life
in the “time before” and her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic,
and with Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full force, The
Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Grand Finales Susan Gubar, 2025-06-10 One of
our most formidable literary critics explores how nine women artists flourished creatively in their
final acts. In 2008, academic and scholar Susan Gubar was told by a trusted oncologist that she had
only a few years left to live. Though she outlived that dire prognosis, this brush with mortality
refocused her attention on the boons of a longevity she did not expect to experience. She began to
think: In the last years of our lives, can we shape and change our creative capabilities? The resulting
volume, Grand Finales, answers this question with a resounding yes. Despite the losses generally
associated with aging, quite a few writers, painters, sculptors, musicians, and dancers have
managed to extend and repurpose their creative energies. Gubar spotlights very creative old ladies:
writers, painters, sculptors, musicians, and dancers from the past and in our times. Each of Grand
Finales’ nine riveting chapters features women artists—George Eliot, Colette, Georgia O’Keeffe, Isak
Dinesen, Marianne Moore, Louise Bourgeois, Mary Lou Williams, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Katherine
Dunham—who transformed the last stage of existence into a rousing conclusion. Gubar draws on
their late lives and works to suggest that seniority can become a time of reinvention and renewal.
With pizzazz, bravado, and geezer machismo, she counters the discrediting of elderly women and
clarifies the environments, relationships, activities, and attitudes that sponsor a creative old age.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Margaret Atwood Jonathan Noakes, Margaret



Reynolds, 2012-05-31 In Vintage Living Texts teachers and students will find the essential guide to
the works of Margaret Atwood. This guide will deal with her themes, genre and narrative technique,
and a close reading of the texts will be accompanied with likely exam questions, and contexts and
comparisons - as well as providing a rich source of ideas for intelligent and inventive ways of
approaching the novels.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood,
2006-10-17 One of the most powerful and most widely read novels of our time in display-worthy
hardcover: A gripping vision of our society radically overturned by a theocratic revolution—from
“the patron saint of feminist dystopian fiction” (The New York Times) The sixth and final season of
the award-winning Hulu series starring Elisabeth Moss is streaming soon In Margaret Atwood’s
dystopian future, environmental disasters and declining birthrates have led to a Second American
Civil War. The result is the rise of the Republic of Gilead, a totalitarian regime that enforces rigid
social roles and enslaves the few remaining fertile women. Offred is one of these, a Handmaid bound
to produce children for one of Gilead’s commanders. Deprived of her husband, her child, her
freedom, and even her own name, Offred clings to her memories and her will to survive. Like Aldous
Huxley’s Brave New World and George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four, The Handmaid's Tale has
endured not only as a literary landmark but as a warning of a possible future that is still chillingly
relevant. With an introduction by Valerie Martin. Everyman's Library pursues the highest production
standards, printing on acid-free cream-colored paper, with full-cloth cases with two-color foil
stamping, decorative endpapers, silk ribbon markers, European-style half-round spines, and a
full-color illustrated jacket. Contemporary Classics include an introduction, a select bibliography,
and a chronology of the author's life and times.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Posthumanity in the Anthropocene Esther
Muñoz-González, 2023-04-20 In this book, Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novels—The Handmaid’s
Tale, the MaddAddam trilogy, The Heart Goes Last, and The Testaments—are analyzed from the
perspective provided by the combined views of the construction of the posthuman subject in its
interactions with science and technology, and the Anthropocene as a cultural field of enquiry.
Posthumanist critical concerns try to dismantle anthropocentric notions of the human and defend
the need for a closer relationship between humanity and the environment. Supported by the
exemplification of the generic characteristics of the cli-fi genre, this book discusses the effects of
climate change, at the individual level, and as a collective threat that can lead to a world without us.
Moreover, Margaret Atwood is herself the constant object of extensive academic interest and
Posthuman theory is widely taught, researched, and explored in almost every intellectual field. This
book is aimed at worldwide readers, not only those interested in Margaret Atwood’s oeuvre, but also
those interested in the debate between critical posthumanism and transhumanism, together with the
ethical implications of living in the Anthropocene era regarding our daily lives and practices. It will
be especially attractive for academics: university teachers, postgraduates, researchers, and college
students in general.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Controlling Reproduction Nancy E. Riley,
Nilanjana Chatterjee, 2022-11-08 Controlling reproduction – who has children, how many, and when
– is important to states, communities, families, and individuals across the globe. However, the stakes
are even higher than might at first be appreciated: control over reproduction is an incredibly
powerful tool. Contests over reproduction necessarily involve control over women and their bodies.
Yet because reproduction is so intertwined with other social processes and institutions, controlling it
also extends far into most corners of social, economic, and political life. Nancy Riley and Nilanjana
Chatterjee explore how various social institutions beyond the individual – including state, religion,
market, and family – are involved in the negotiation of reproductive power. They draw on examples
from across the world, such as direct fertility policies in China and Romania, the influence of the
Catholic Church in Poland and Brazil, racial discrimination and resistance in Mexico and the US, and
how Japan and Norway use laws intended to encourage gender equality to indirectly shape
reproduction. This engaging book sheds new light on the operations of power and gender in society.



It will appeal to students taking courses on reproduction in departments of sociology, anthropology,
and gender studies.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: The Cambridge Companion to Margaret
Atwood Coral Ann Howells, 2021-04 A fully revised critical overview of Atwood's career,
emphasising her recent dystopias and the televised adaptation of The Handmaid's Tale.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Fictional television and American politics
Jack Holland, 2019-07-19 This book explores the relationship between fictional television and
American world politics in the period from 9/11 through to the presidency of Donald J. Trump. This
period comprises a second golden age for fictional TV. The book therefore explores some of the best
TV of all time across two decades of heightened political controversy.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Children and the Responsibility to Protect ,
2019-06-03 In Children and the Responsibility to Protect, Bina D’Costa and Luke Glanville bring
together more than a dozen academics and practitioners from around the world to examine the
intersections of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) principle and the theory and practice of child
protection. Contributors consider themes including how the agency and vulnerability of children is
represented and how their voices are heard in discussions of R2P and child protection, and the
merits of drawing together the R2P and Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) agendas, as well as
case studies of children’s lives in conflict zones, child soldiers, and children born of conflict-related
sexual violence. This collection of essays was first published in the journal Global Responsibility to
Protect (vol.10/1-2, 2018) as a special issue. Contributors are: J. Marshall Beier, Letícia Carvalho,
Bina D’Costa, Myriam Denov, Luke Glanville, Michelle Godwin, Erin Goheen Glanville, Cecilia Jacob,
Dustin Johnson, Atim Angela Lakor, Katrina Lee-Koo, Ryoko Nakano, Jochen Prantl, Jeremy
Shusterman, Hannah Sparwasser Soroka, Timea Spitka, Jana Tabak, Shelly Whitman.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: Abortion in Popular Culture Brenda Boudreau,
Kelli Maloy, 2023-04-04 Abortion in Popular Culture: A Call to Action brings together scholars who
examine depictions of abortion in film, television, literature, and social media. By examining texts
ranging from classic television series such as Maude and Roseanne and recent films such as Never
Rarely Sometimes Always and Unpregnant to dystopian novels and social-media campaigns, the
essays analyze narrative styles, rhetorical strategies, and cinematic techniques, all of which shape
cultural attitudes toward abortion. They also analyze cultural shifts, including the willingness or
reluctance of networks, cable channels, and filmmakers to acknowledge changing trends in
reproductive health such as medication abortion and the role that abortion plays in family planning.
As a whole, however, the essays argue that popular culture can play a significant role in
destigmatizing abortion by including a wider range of narratives and doing so with nuance and
empathy. With reproductive rights under attack in the United States, each essay is a call to action
for writers, producers, directors, showrunners, authors, and musicians to use their platforms to tell
more positive and accurate stories about abortion.
  margaret atwood interview handmaids tale: The Oxford Handbook of Christian
Fundamentalism , 2023-10-26 Christian fundamentalism is a significant global movement which
originally took its name from The Fundamentals, a series of booklets defending classic evangelical
doctrines, published in the 1910s. The Oxford Handbook of Christian Fundamentalism traces the
roots of fundamentalism from the late nineteenth century and explores the development of the
movement up to the present day. Since its inception, fundamentalism has proved a highly contested
category. By some the label is recognised as a badge of honour, by others a term of abuse. This
volume does not offer a simple definition of fundamentalism. Rather, it acknowledges its many
interpretative and definitional complexities, and allows multiple identities to jostle together under
the 'fundamentalist' label. The boundaries are porous between fundamentalism and conservative
evangelicalism, so the Handbook includes analysis of some conservative expressions of Christianity
which show fundamentalist characteristics, even in groups which refuse to define themselves as
'fundamentalist'. The relationship of fundamentalism to Pentecostalism and charismatic renewal is
also explored in detail. Research-led chapters cover significant historical developments, key



doctrines such as biblical inerrancy, creationism and separatism, and an extensive range of moral
and cultural issues to which the contribution of fundamentalism has been significant, including
popular music, alcohol, sport, and family life. Contributors also chart the evolution of the movement
globally--far beyond its North Atlantic origins. Recognising the prominence of fundamentalism
beyond the Church, the Handbook explores its contribution to public debates concerning political
influence, education, human genetics, civil rights, business, global warning, sexuality, Israel and the
Middle East, the shaping of contemporary culture, and much else. Christian fundamentalism, this
Handbook ultimately shows, is one of the most significant movements operating in today's world.
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