are girls smarter than boys

Are Girls Smarter Than Boys? Exploring the Truth Behind the Myth

are girls smarter than boys is a gquestion that has sparked countless debates,
studies, and discussions over the years. It’s a topic that touches on
education, psychology, biology, and even societal expectations. But before
jumping to conclusions or taking sides, it’s important to understand what
intelligence really means, how it is measured, and what factors influence the
development of intellectual abilities in both girls and boys.

Understanding Intelligence Beyond Gender

Intelligence is a complex and multifaceted concept. It’s not just about being
good at math or scoring high on an IQ test. Intelligence includes a variety
of cognitive skills such as problem-solving, creativity, emotional
understanding, adaptability, and even social intelligence. When we ask, “are
girls smarter than boys,” we need to consider these different dimensions
rather than focusing on a single measure.

The Role of IQ and Academic Performance

IQ tests have traditionally been used to assess intelligence, but they
primarily measure certain types of cognitive abilities, such as verbal
reasoning, spatial awareness, and logical thinking. Research over the years
shows that average IQ scores between girls and boys are remarkably similar.
However, some studies indicate that boys tend to have a wider range of IQ
scores, meaning there are more boys at the very high and very low ends of the
spectrum.

Academic performance sometimes paints a different picture. Girls often
outperform boys in school settings, especially in reading, writing, and
language arts. This advantage has been linked to differences in brain
development and socialization patterns. Girls tend to develop verbal and
communication skills earlier, which can give them an edge in traditional
classroom environments.

Biological and Neurological Differences

Biology does play a role in how boys and girls develop intellectually, but
these differences are subtle and should not be overstated. For example,
studies using brain imaging have found variations in how male and female
brains are wired. Girls often show stronger connections between the two
hemispheres of the brain, which may support multitasking and language skills.
Boys, on the other hand, tend to have more connectivity within hemispheres,
which could benefit spatial and motor skills.



Does Brain Development Affect Learning?

Brain development occurs at different rates in boys and girls, especially
during childhood and adolescence. Girls usually experience earlier maturation
of the prefrontal cortex, the area responsible for planning, impulse control,
and complex decision-making. This could explain why girls often exhibit
better self-regulation and attention in classroom settings.

However, it is important to note that these biological differences do not
determine intelligence or potential. Environmental factors, teaching methods,
and individual personality traits play a huge role in shaping intellectual
growth.

Social and Cultural Influences on Intelligence

One of the biggest influences on the perceived intelligence differences
between girls and boys is socialization. From a young age, children are
exposed to different expectations and encouragements based on their gender.
For instance, girls might be praised for being organized and attentive, while
boys may receive more encouragement for physical activities or risk-taking
behaviors.

The Impact of Stereotypes and Expectations

Stereotypes such as “boys are better at math” or “girls are more emotional”
can impact confidence and interest in certain subjects. When girls are told
they are less capable in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)
fields, they may be less likely to pursue those areas — not because of lack
of ability, but due to societal pressure.

Conversely, positive reinforcement and role models can empower both girls and
boys to excel in any intellectual area. Schools and parents who promote an
inclusive and growth-oriented mindset help children overcome limiting beliefs
and unlock their full potential.

Are Girls Smarter Than Boys? Looking at Real-
World Outcomes

If we shift our focus from pure intelligence tests to real-world achievements
and skills, the picture becomes even more nuanced. Girls today are
outperforming boys in many academic metrics, graduating at higher rates, and
entering colleges in greater numbers. Yet, boys often dominate in certain
fields like engineering, technology, and physical sciences.

Factors That Influence Academic and Career Success

e Motivation and Perseverance: Success is often linked to grit and
consistency rather than raw intelligence alone.



e Learning Styles: Boys and girls may have different ways of absorbing
information, requiring tailored teaching approaches.

e Support Systems: Family, mentors, and educational resources
significantly impact achievement.

e Interest and Engagement: Encouraging curiosity in diverse subjects can
help bridge gaps in performance.

Promoting Equality and Recognizing Individual
Strengths

Instead of focusing on the question, “are girls smarter than boys,” it’s more
productive to celebrate the unique strengths each child brings to the table.
Intelligence is not a competition but a shared human attribute that
flourishes with the right nurture and opportunity.

Tips for Supporting Intellectual Growth in Both
Genders

1. Encourage curiosity: Allow children to explore their interests freely
without gender bias.

2. Provide diverse role models: Show examples of successful men and women
in various fields.

3. Adapt teaching methods: Use a variety of learning techniques to cater to
different strengths.

4. Challenge stereotypes: Talk openly about gender equality and the myth of
intellectual superiority.

5. Focus on emotional intelligence: Teach skills like empathy and
resilience, which support lifelong learning.

By nurturing a balanced perspective, we can create an environment where both
girls and boys have the chance to thrive intellectually and emotionally.

In the end, the question of “are girls smarter than boys” doesn’t have a
straightforward answer because intelligence is too complex and influenced by
many factors beyond gender. What matters most is fostering an inclusive
culture that values effort, curiosity, and growth for every individual,
regardless of whether they are a girl or a boy.

Frequently Asked Questions



Are girls generally smarter than boys?

Intelligence is not determined by gender; both girls and boys have equal
potential to be smart, with individual differences playing a larger role than
gender.

Do girls perform better academically than boys?

Statistically, girls often outperform boys in certain academic areas like
reading and writing, but boys may excel in other subjects; overall
performance varies widely among individuals.

What factors influence the perception that girls are
smarter than boys?

Cultural stereotypes, educational practices, and social expectations can
influence perceptions about intelligence, sometimes leading to the belief
that girls are smarter than boys.

Are there differences in learning styles between
girls and boys?

Some studies suggest girls and boys may have different learning preferences,
but these differences are not definitive and educators emphasize personalized
learning approaches for all students.

How can educators support both girls and boys to
reach their intellectual potential?

Educators can support all students by creating inclusive environments, using
diverse teaching methods, avoiding gender stereotypes, and encouraging
individual strengths and interests.

Additional Resources

Are Girls Smarter Than Boys? An Analytical Review of Gender and Intelligence

are girls smarter than boys is a gquestion that has sparked debate among
educators, psychologists, and sociologists for decades. This inquiry touches
on deeply ingrained cultural beliefs, educational outcomes, and scientific
research into cognitive development across genders. While the question itself
might seem straightforward, the answer is far from simple. Intelligence is a
multifaceted construct influenced by biological, environmental, and social
factors, making any direct comparison between boys and girls nuanced and
complex.

Understanding Intelligence Beyond Gender
Stereotypes

When exploring whether girls are smarter than boys, it is essential first to
define what intelligence means. Intelligence is not a single, easily



measurable trait; rather, it encompasses various abilities such as logical
reasoning, verbal skills, emotional intelligence, creativity, and problem-
solving. Traditional IQ tests, often used as benchmarks, primarily measure
specific cognitive functions but do not capture the full spectrum of
intellectual capacities.

Historically, societal perceptions have leaned toward gender-based
stereotypes: boys excelling in math and spatial tasks, girls outperforming in
language and social skills. However, contemporary research challenges these
stereotypes, showing significant overlap in abilities and suggesting that
environmental influences, educational opportunities, and cultural
expectations play critical roles in shaping intellectual performance.

Academic Performance: Do Girls Outperform Boys?

One of the most cited pieces of evidence in the debate over whether girls are
smarter than boys lies in academic achievement. Numerous studies across
different countries indicate that girls, on average, tend to outperform boys
in school grades, particularly in reading and writing. For instance, data
from the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) consistently
shows that girls achieve higher scores in language arts and often have better
overall school attendance and engagement.

However, in subjects like mathematics and science, the gap narrows
considerably, and in some regions, boys slightly outperform girls. Yet, it 1is
crucial to note that these differences are diminishing as educational systems
evolve and gender biases in teaching practices decrease.

Biological Factors and Brain Development

Biological differences between male and female brains have often been cited
in discussions about intelligence. Research using neuroimaging techniques
reveals some structural and functional variations. For example, girls tend to
exhibit earlier development in language-related brain areas, which may
contribute to their superior verbal skills during childhood. Boys, on the
other hand, often show strengths in spatial reasoning tasks.

Nevertheless, neuroscientists caution against overinterpreting these
differences as markers of overall intelligence. Brain plasticity and the
impact of experience mean that cognitive abilities can be shaped
significantly by environment and learning opportunities throughout 1life.

Social and Environmental Influences on
Intelligence

Beyond biology, socialization and environmental factors critically influence
intellectual development. Gender roles and expectations can either encourage
or restrict the opportunities available to boys and girls, affecting their
confidence and interest in various domains.



Educational Environment and Gender Bias

Classroom dynamics and teacher expectations can subtly reinforce gender
stereotypes. Studies have found that teachers may unconsciously encourage
boys to engage more in math and science activities, while girls are praised
for diligence and verbal skills. Such biases can impact student motivation
and self-concept, potentially influencing their academic trajectories.

Moreover, access to resources like quality early childhood education,
extracurricular programs, and mentoring can vary based on cultural norms
relating to gender, further shaping intellectual growth.

Cultural Expectations and Motivation

Cultural narratives around gender intelligence play a significant role in
shaping ambitions and self-perception. Girls often receive messages
emphasizing the importance of academic success, leading to higher
perseverance and better study habits. Boys may face societal pressures to
prioritize physical prowess or social dominance over academic achievement,
which can affect their engagement in school.

These factors contribute to the observed differences in test scores and
educational attainment, suggesting that intelligence, as measured by
standardized assessments, is not solely an innate trait but also a reflection
of motivation and opportunity.

Are There Differences in Types of Intelligence?

Intelligence is multifaceted, and different genders may exhibit strengths in
diverse domains. Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences proposes
several categories, including linguistic, logical-mathematical,
interpersonal, intrapersonal, and kinesthetic intelligence.

e Linguistic Intelligence: Girls often excel in language-based tasks,
reflecting higher verbal fluency and reading comprehension.

e Logical-Mathematical Intelligence: Boys and girls show comparable
abilities, although boys may initially perform better in spatial
reasoning.

e Interpersonal Intelligence: Girls tend to demonstrate stronger empathy
and social understanding.

e Intrapersonal Intelligence: Both genders develop self-awareness, but
socialization can influence how this manifests.

e Kinesthetic Intelligence: Boys often engage more in physical activities,
which may enhance this type of intelligence.

These variations suggest that intelligence cannot be encapsulated by a single
measure of “smartness” but rather by a spectrum of capabilities.



Impact of Technology and Changing Educational
Paradigms

In the digital age, access to technology and evolving teaching methodologies
increasingly level the playing field between boys and girls. Interactive
learning platforms, personalized education, and global connectivity provide
diverse pathways for intellectual development.

Girls are making significant strides in traditionally male-dominated fields
such as STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics), supported
by initiatives encouraging female participation. Conversely, boys are
benefiting from enhanced literacy programs targeting their historically lower
reading scores.

Reevaluating the Question: Are Girls Smarter
Than Boys?

The question "are girls smarter than boys" imposes a simplistic binary on a
complex, multidimensional issue. Intelligence is influenced by an interplay
of genetics, environment, culture, and individual experiences. While girls

often outperform boys academically and display strengths in linguistic and

social intelligence, boys may excel in other cognitive domains.

It is more productive to recognize individual differences and promote
equitable educational environments that nurture diverse talents regardless of
gender. By moving beyond stereotypes and embracing a holistic understanding
of intelligence, society can better support all learners in reaching their
full potential.

In sum, framing intelligence as a competition between genders overlooks the
richness of human cognition and the importance of context. Rather than asking
whether girls are smarter than boys, the focus should shift to how
educational systems and societal attitudes can foster intelligence and
creativity in everyone.
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are girls smarter than boys: The Chautauquans John Habberton, 1895

are girls smarter than boys: The Common Core Approach to Building Literacy in Boys
Liz Knowles, Martha Smith, 2014-05-27 Written with a focus on the English Language Arts Common
Core Standards, this book provides a complete plan for developing a literacy program that focuses
on boys pre-K through grade 12. Despite the fact that reading and literacy among boys has been an
area of concern for years, this issue remains unresolved today. Additionally, the emphasis and focus
have changed due to the implementation of the English Language Arts Common Core Standards.
How can educators best encourage male students to read, and what new technologies and
techniques can serve this objective? The Common Core Approach to Building Literacy in Boys is an
essential resource and reference for teachers, librarians, and parents seeking to encourage reading
in boys from preschool to 12th grade. Providing a wide array of useful, up-to-date information that
emphasizes the English Language Arts Common Core Standards, the bibliographies and descriptions
of effective strategies in this book will enable you to boost reading interest and performance in boys.
The chapters cover 16 different topics of interest to boys, all accompanied by a complete
bibliography for each subject area, discussion questions, writing connections, and annotated new
and classic nonfiction titles. Information on specific magazines, annotated professional titles, books
made into film, websites, and apps that will help you get boys interested in reading is also included.

are girls smarter than boys: It's A Boy Girl Thing Anne Finnis, 2011-02-08 If you've ever
wondered what boys really think of girls and what girls really think of boys, this is your chance to
find out. Do boys think girls have a better dress sense? Do girls think boys are better at maths and
science? And who has the most disgusting habits? Packed full of opinions, from the ridiculous to the
frighteningly spot-on, this book might make you mad, it might make you laugh out loud and it will
certainly surprise you.

are girls smarter than boys: Elijah's Cup Valerie Paradiz, 2005 This book is both an
exploration of the history of autism spectrum disorders and a powerful story of the author's own
struggle with her son Elijah's Asperger's Syndrome.Her inspiring narrative offers compelling
insights into daily life with Elijah's Asperger's syndrome and her own 'shadow syndrome', which
affects many family members of autistics.

are girls smarter than boys: Lalo Lespérance Never Forgot Phillippe Diederich, 2023-09-12 A
moving middle-grade mystery about a boy dealing with long-repressed memories of his father as he
learns about his Mexican and Haitian heritage while spying on a mysterious stranger during the first
weeks of COVID lockdown. Lalo Lesperance lives with his older brother and Mexican American
mother in a low-income apartment building in Fort Myers. They moved there from a subdivision after
the family lost Lalo’s Haitian American father. At school, Lalo is known as the boy who can’t
remember anything and needs special help in all his classes. But when the first COVID lockdown
hits, he finds himself in a friendship of convenience with Vivi, a Mexican American kid his age who
gets perfect grades and who never gave him a second thought when they were in school. Vivi's
abuela watches the kids while their mothers work long shifts as nurses at a clinic slammed by
COVID. As Lalo navigates his much smaller pandemic world, he discovers his apartment building has
its own mysteries, like a sinister stranger in an old RV and a storage closet full of junk, including an
old radio that just might hold the key to remembering why Lalo’s family moved to the apartment and
what happened to his father.

are girls smarter than boys: The Miseducation of Women James Tooley, 2003-01-04 To
what extent has feminism benefited women? To what extent have women really been liberated?
James Tooley argues that the implication of many women's testimony is that feminism so far has
failed to deliver the promised benefits and has even in some ways proved harmful. Bringing together
many women's voices, from Bridget Jones to Simone de Beauvoir, he provides a radical rethinking
for feminism and sexual politics in the 21st century.
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are girls smarter than boys: Roar! Heather Kopp, David Kopp, 2010-01-27 Can You Tell Me
How to Get to Narnia? You don’t actually have to journey all the way to Narnia to find everything



you need to know in one spot (though you might want to anyway)! Roar! A Christian Family Guide to
the Chronicles of Narnia is a beautiful volume that unveils a fun-filled world based on intriguing
Bible insights for every Narniac! There’s something for everyone—from elementary aged children to
their parents. Packed with fun activities, a “Narniac’s Creed,” tips on speaking like a British
schoolboy, games, trivia, and more, it’s built on solid teaching: chapter by chapter discussion guides,
conversation starters for parents and kids, and Bible parallels that will surprise even the most
studious Christian. Now you can get the most out of Narnia—even if you don’t own a wardrobe! “Tell
me more about Narnia!” Fans ages four to ninety-four just can’t get enough of C. S. Lewis’s timeless
classic, The Chronicles of Narnia. That’s why Roar! takes your family on a one-of-a-kind adventure
through every chapter in all seven books!* Peek inside to find: ¢ Interactive features like “Wisdom
for Narniacs,” “Kid Test,” “Let’s Talk About It,” “Grown-up Thoughts,” and “Try This at Home” *
Helps for parents on big subjects including mythology, magic, violence, and life after death ¢ Fun
articles from “Oh, I Wish I Were a Dufflepud!” to “Creature Hall of Fame & Shame” ¢ Indexes of
creatures, characters, places, and Bible parallels ¢ A glossary of difficult words « A memorable
celebration of the Lord behind the Lion Story Behind the Book C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia
have long captivated the hearts, souls, and imaginations of both youth and adults. This December,
with the release of Disney’s The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, a craze among Christians and
nonChristians is sure to erupt! Fans will be on the prowl for solid teaching to better understand this
make-believe world that holds timeless gems of biblical insight. Now parents, kids, college students,
and older Narniacs everywhere will find the answers they need in one convenient source. It’s
unapologetically Christian, because that’s how C.S. Lewis was. And, true to form, not a tad of
adventurous dust is left behind when readers embark on this exciting journey!

are girls smarter than boys: Towards Gender Equity in Mathematics Education Gila
Hanna, 2006-04-11 THE REAL WORLD OF MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY
EDUCATION In this Preface, I would like to focus on what I mean by “education” and speak about
the models and metaphors that are used when people talk, write, and act in the domain of education.
We need to look at the assu- tions and processes that the models and metaphors implicitly and
explicitly contain. I feel we should explore whether there is a specific thrust to mat- matics
education in the here and now, and be very practical about it. For me education is the enhancement
of knowledge and understanding, and there is a strong and unbreakable link between the two. There
seems l- tle point in acquiring knowledge without understanding its meaning. Nor is it enough to
gain a deep understanding of problems without gaining the appropriate knowledge to work for their
solution. Thus knowledge and understanding are each necessary conditions for the process of
education, but only when they are linked will the process bear fruit. Only in the b- anced interplay of
knowledge and understanding can we expect to achieve genuine education.

are girls smarter than boys: 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports Peggy Whitley,
Susan Williams Goodwin, 2007-06-30 Building on the success and maintaining the 99 Jumpstarts
format of the two previous books, 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports is divided into
broad topical sections. Each topic is arranged in alphabetical order under its section. Topics are all
new to this title and include the Ancient World, Historic World Events, State and Local History, US
History, Government and Citizenship, Sociology, Culture and Economics. The book includes the
following sections in each Jumpstart: A cited quote about the topic, Related Jumpstarts, New Words,
You are There, Topics to Consider, Books, Internet, For the Teacher, and a relevant activity. Each
Jumpstart provides a helpful pathfinder that enables students to efficiently access information and
learn new information literacy skills as they research topics of personal interest or gather
information for school reports. Grades 3-8.

are girls smarter than boys: More Urban Myths About Learning and Education Pedro De
Bruyckere, Paul A. Kirschner, Casper Hulshof, 2019-10-18 More Urban Myths About Learning and
Education: Challenging Eduquacks, Extraordinary Claims, and Alternative Facts examines common
beliefs about education and learning that are not supported by scientific evidence before using
research to reveal the truth about each topic. The book comprises sections on educational



approaches, curriculum, educational psychology, and educational policy, concluding with a critical
look at evidence-based education itself. Does playing chess improve intelligence? Should tablets and
keyboards replace handwriting? Is there any truth to the 10,000-hour rule for expertise? In an
engaging, conversational style, authors Pedro De Bruyckere, Paul A. Kirschner, and Casper Hulshof
tackle a set of pervasive myths, effectively separating fact from fiction in learning and education.

are girls smarter than boys: Boys and Foreign Language Learning J. Carr, A. Pauwels,
2005-11-29 The authors examine the continuing poor relationship between boys and the study of
foreign languages. Framed by discussion of gender socialization, gendered curriculum practices and
cultural narratives about boys and schooling, the core of the book is constructed by boys themselves.

are girls smarter than boys: Is There Other Life in the Universe? Kate Shuster, 2009 Are
we being watched by extraterrestrials? Will other life forms only be bacteria? What do you think
about it? Many people are certain that there is other life in the universe. Some even believe that
alien life forms have visited Earth. Why should Earth be the only planet in all of the universe to
support life? But many people do not agree with these opinions. They say that if there are other life
forms in the universe we would have some hard evidence, not just speculation and a lot of crazy
ideas. Anyway, life might only mean bacteria or viruses, not intelligent beings. People have looked at
the skies for thousands of years and wondered. It is a never-ending discussion. Have you ever
thought about other life in the universe? Or do you think that Earth is unique? This book does not
tell you what to think. But it will help you join in the debate.

are girls smarter than boys: Will Puberty Last My Whole Life? Julie Metzger, RN, MN, Robert
Lehman, MD, 2018-08-21 An expanded and revised edition of the popular flip book for preteens. One
half of the book is filled with questions commonly asked by girls entering puberty, and the other half
with questions asked by boys. If you can only afford one book on puberty for this age group, this is
the one to have. --School Library Journal This book contains informative, honest, and reassuring
answers to questions that preadolescents have about puberty--from friendships and feelings, to
pimples, babies, body hair, menstruation, bras, and much more. Straightforward, age-appropriate
answers are provided by an experienced nurse-and-physician team who have been giving seminars
to preteens and their parents throughout the Pacific Northwest and Bay Area for more than 25
years. Each question in the book has been asked by kids during their classes (many of them
frequently). This new edition also contains updated language throughout and additional questions
and answers regarding sex, sexuality, consent, and gender identity and norms. The book is also filled
with lighthearted and often humorous full-color illustrations throughout.

are girls smarter than boys: Discrimination in Childhood and Adolescence Christia
Spears Brown, 2017-03-27 Discrimination impacts most youth at some point. Almost all children and
adolescents belong to at least one stigmatized group, whether they are a Black or Latino boy in
school; an immigrant or refugee; a gay, lesbian, or bisexual teen; or a girl in physics class.
Discrimination on the basis of race/ethnicity, immigration status, gender, sexual orientation, and
gender identity can have long-term academic, psychological, and social repercussions, especially
when it is directed at a cognitively developing child or an emotionally vulnerable adolescent. How
children and adolescents are impacted by this discrimination depends on their cognitive ability to
perceive the bias, the context in which the bias occurs, and resources they have to help cope with
the bias. This book details, synthesizes, and analyzes the perception and impact of discrimination in
childhood and adolescence across multiple stigmatized social groups to help us better understand
the complex phenomenon of discrimination and its long-term consequences. By looking at the
similarities and differences in discrimination across all social groups, we can more fully understand
its mechanisms of influence. Before we can fully address the persistent achievement gap between
White and ethnic minority children, the high rates of suicidal thoughts among LGBT youth, and the
underrepresentation of girls in STEM careers, we must first examine the ways in which
discrimination influences and is understood by children, with their unique cognitive constraints and
within the specific contexts in which they live.

are girls smarter than boys: The War Against Boys Christina Hoff Sommers, 2013-08-20 An



updated and revised edition of the controversial classic—now more relevant than ever—argues that
boys are the ones languishing socially and academically, resulting in staggering social and economic
costs. Girls and women were once second-class citizens in the nation’s schools. Americans
responded with concerted efforts to give girls and women the attention and assistance that was long
overdue. Now, after two major waves of feminism and decades of policy reform, women have made
massive strides in education. Today they outperform men in nearly every measure of social,
academic, and vocational well-being. Christina Hoff Sommers contends that it’s time to take a hard
look at present-day realities and recognize that boys need help. Called “provocative and
controversial...impassioned and articulate” (The Christian Science Monitor), this edition of The War
Against Boys offers a new preface and six radically revised chapters, plus updates on the current
status of boys throughout the book. Sommers argues that the problem of male underachievement is
persistent and worsening. Among the new topics Sommers tackles: how the war against boys is
harming our economic future, and how boy-averse trends such as the decline of recess and
zero-tolerance disciplinary policies have turned our schools into hostile environments for boys. As
our schools become more feelings-centered, risk-averse, competition-free, and sedentary, they move
further and further from the characteristic needs of boys. She offers realistic, achievable solutions to
these problems that include boy-friendly pedagogy, character and vocational education, and the
choice of single-sex classrooms. The War Against Boys is an incisive, rigorous, and heartfelt
argument in favor of recognizing and confronting a new reality: boys are languishing in education
and the price of continued neglect is economically and socially prohibitive.

are girls smarter than boys: Boys Adrift Leonard Sax, 2016-06-28 Why America's sons are
underachieving, and what we can do about it. Something is happening to boys today. From
kindergarten to college, American boys are, on average, less resilient and less ambitious than they
were a mere twenty years ago. The gender gap in college attendance and graduation rates has
widened dramatically. While Emily is working hard at school and getting A's, her brother Justin is
goofing off. He's more concerned about getting to the next level in his videogame than about
finishing his homework. In Boys Adrift, Dr. Leonard Sax delves into the scientific literature and
draws on more than twenty years of clinical experience to explain why boys and young men are
failing in school and disengaged at home. He shows how social, cultural, and biological factors have
created an environment that is literally toxic to boys. He also presents practical solutions, sharing
strategies which educators have found effective in re-engaging these boys at school, as well as
handy tips for parents about everything from homework, to videogames, to medication.

are girls smarter than boys: Equity and Justice in Developmental Science: Theoretical
and Methodological Issues , 2016-02-27 The first of two volumes in the Advances in Child
Development and Behavior series, Equity and Justice in Developmental Science: Theoretical and
Methodological Issues focuses on conceptual issues, definitions, and critical concepts relevant to
equity and justice for the developmental sciences. This volume covers critical methodological issues
that serve to either challenge or advance our understanding of, and ability to promote, equity and
justice in the developmental sciences. Both volumes bring together a growing body of developmental
scholarship that addresses how issues relevant to equity and justice (or their opposites) affect
development and developmental outcomes, as well as scholarship focused on mitigating the
developmental consequences of inequity, inequality, and injustice for young people, families, and
communities and ensuring that all young people have opportunities to develop and thrive. - Contains
contributions from leading authorities in the field of child development and behavior - Presents a
coherent picture of the importance of the development of children's participation in ongoing activity
- Provides a major step forward in highlighting patterns and variability in the normative
development of the everyday lives of children, expanding beyond the usual research populations that
have extensive Western schooling in common - Focuses on conceptual issues, definitions, and critical
concepts relevant to equity and justice for the developmental sciences
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