country songs to learn on guitar

Country Songs to Learn on Guitar: A Beginner’s Guide to Strumming Classic Hits

country songs to learn on guitar have a special charm for both beginners and seasoned
players alike. There’s something about the storytelling, the twangy chords, and the
heartfelt melodies that make country music a perfect genre for guitarists to explore.
Whether you're just starting out or looking to expand your repertoire, country tunes offer
a great blend of simple chord progressions and memorable lyrics that make practicing
enjoyable and rewarding.

If you've picked up your guitar recently or have been strumming for a while but want to
dive into country music, this guide will walk you through some of the best country songs to
learn on guitar. Along the way, we’ll touch on essential chords, strumming patterns, and
techniques that are common in country guitar playing, helping you build a solid foundation
for your musical journey.

Why Choose Country Songs to Learn on Guitar?

Country music is unique in its accessibility for guitar players. Many classic and modern
country songs rely heavily on open chords and straightforward rhythms, making them
ideal for beginners. Additionally, country songs often emphasize storytelling, allowing
players to connect emotionally with the music while honing their skills.

Another reason country songs are great for guitarists is the variety of techniques you can
learn—from basic strumming to fingerpicking, hybrid picking, and even slide guitar. This
diversity means you can gradually challenge yourself with different songs as you improve.

The Appeal of Traditional vs. Modern Country Songs

Traditional country songs, like those from Johnny Cash or Hank Williams, typically feature
simple chord progressions and timeless melodies. These songs are perfect for beginners
because they often use basic chords such as G, C, D, and Em, which are cornerstone
chords for any guitarist.

On the other hand, modern country songs might incorporate more complex chords and
production styles but still maintain a strong emphasis on guitar work. Artists like Luke
Bryan or Kacey Musgraves blend contemporary sounds with classic country guitar
techniques, offering a fresh take for players who want to bridge old and new styles.

Top Country Songs to Learn on Guitar for



Beginners

If you're looking for some easy and popular country songs to learn on guitar, here are a
few favorites that strike the perfect balance between simplicity and musicality.

1. “Take Me Home, Country Roads” by John Denver

This iconic tune is often one of the first songs aspiring country guitarists learn. It uses
basic open chords such as G, Em, D, and C, making it accessible for beginners. The
strumming pattern is straightforward, and the melody is instantly recognizable. Plus, it’s a
sing-along classic that’s sure to impress friends and family.

2. “Jolene” by Dolly Parton

“Jolene” combines a haunting melody with a simple chord progression, primarily Am, C, G,
and Em. The song’s rhythm is steady, making it a great exercise in timing and chord
transitions. It also introduces players to minor chords, which add emotional depth to your

playing.

3. “Folsom Prison Blues” by Johnny Cash

This song is an excellent choice for those wanting to explore the “boom-chicka-boom”
rhythm that defines much of Cash’s style. The chords used are mostly E, A, and B7, which
are manageable for beginners. This song helps develop rhythm guitar skills and a sense of
groove.

4. “Wagon Wheel” by Darius Rucker

A modern country staple, “Wagon Wheel” is beloved for its catchy chorus and simple
chord progression. The song mainly involves G, D, Em, and C chords with a steady
strumming pattern. It’s a fantastic choice to practice smooth chord changes and rhythm
consistency.

5. “Ring of Fire” by Johnny Cash

With its distinctive melody and repetitive chord structure, “Ring of Fire” is both fun and
educational. The song revolves around G, C, and D chords, making it another beginner-
friendly hit that helps build confidence in playing classic country rhythms.



Essential Guitar Techniques in Country Music

Learning country songs on guitar isn’t just about chords; it’s also about the techniques
that give the music its distinctive character. Here are some key guitar skills to focus on:

1. Basic Chord Transitions

Smooth chord changes are crucial, especially since many country songs rely on quick
transitions between open chords. Practicing switching between G, C, D, and Em without
hesitation will make your playing sound more professional.

2. Strumming Patterns

Country strumming often includes a “boom-chicka-boom” rhythm, where the bass notes
and higher strings alternate to create a driving beat. Experimenting with downstrokes on
bass strings and upstrokes on treble strings can bring your playing closer to the authentic
country sound.

3. Fingerpicking and Travis Picking

Fingerpicking adds a delicate texture to country songs. Travis picking, a style where the
thumb alternates between bass strings while the fingers pick melody notes, is commonly
used in country and folk music. Starting with simple fingerpicking patterns can elevate
your performance.

4. Hammer-0Ons and Pull-Offs

These techniques help add fluidity and expression to your playing. They are often used in
country solos and riffs to create smooth transitions between notes.

Tips for Learning Country Songs on Guitar

Embarking on your country guitar journey can be both exciting and overwhelming. Here
are some helpful tips to keep your learning process enjoyable and effective:

e Start Slow: Begin by learning the chords and strumming patterns at a slow tempo.
Speed will come naturally with practice.

e Use a Capo: Many country songs use a capo to adjust the key for easier chord



shapes or better vocal range. Don’t hesitate to experiment with capo placement.

e Practice with Recordings: Play along with the original tracks or backing tracks to
improve timing and rhythm.

e Focus on One Song at a Time: Mastering one song before moving on helps build
confidence and solid technique.

e Watch Tutorials: Online tutorials can provide visual guidance on chord shapes,
strumming, and fingerpicking.

Expanding Your Repertoire: Intermediate Country
Songs to Challenge Your Skills

Once you’ve got the basics down, it’s rewarding to explore more challenging country
songs that introduce new chords, rhythms, and techniques.

“Tennessee Whiskey” by Chris Stapleton

This soulful ballad requires a slightly more advanced grasp of chord changes and
dynamics. The song’s bluesy feel is achieved through smooth chord transitions and
expressive strumming.

“Chicken Fried” by Zac Brown Band

With its upbeat tempo and lively rhythm, this song helps improve your strumming
endurance and timing. It incorporates chords like A, D, E, and F#m, broadening your
chord vocabulary.

“If I Had a Boat” by Lyle Lovett

This tune introduces fingerpicking patterns and more intricate chord voicings, making it a
great step up for players looking to refine their technique.

Where to Find Resources for Learning Country
Songs on Guitar

The internet is brimming with resources to help you learn country songs on guitar



efficiently. Websites offering chord charts, tablature, and video tutorials can be invaluable.
Platforms like YouTube, Ultimate Guitar, and JustinGuitar provide lessons tailored to all
skill levels.

Additionally, consider joining online forums or local guitar groups focused on country
music. Engaging with fellow players can provide motivation, feedback, and new song
recommendations.

Choosing country songs to learn on guitar opens up a world of musical storytelling and
expressive playing. From the simple charm of “Take Me Home, Country Roads” to the
rhythmic groove of Johnny Cash classics, there’s a song for every stage of your guitar
journey. With patience, practice, and a love for this timeless genre, you’ll find yourself
strumming along to your favorite country hits in no time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy country songs to learn on guitar for
beginners?

Some easy country songs for beginners include "Take Me Home, Country Roads" by John
Denver, "Jolene" by Dolly Parton, and "Wagon Wheel" by Old Crow Medicine Show. These
songs typically use basic chords and simple strumming patterns.

Which country songs use basic open chords suitable for
new guitar players?

Songs like "Ring of Fire" by Johnny Cash, "Folsom Prison Blues" by Johnny Cash, and
"Crazy" by Patsy Cline use basic open chords such as G, C, D, and E minor, making them
ideal for new guitar players.

How can learning country songs improve my guitar
skills?

Learning country songs helps improve fingerpicking techniques, chord transitions, and
strumming patterns. Many country songs incorporate storytelling through music, which
enhances timing and rhythm skills on guitar.

What are some popular country songs with simple chord

progressions to practice?
Popular country songs with simple chord progressions include "Friends in Low Places" by

Garth Brooks, "Take It Easy" by Eagles, and "If I Had a Boat" by Lyle Lovett. These songs
often revolve around 3-4 basic chords.



Are there any good country songs that teach
fingerpicking on guitar?

Yes, "Blue Ain't Your Color" by Keith Urban and "Tennessee Whiskey" by Chris Stapleton
are great country songs that feature fingerpicking patterns, helping guitarists develop
fingerstyle techniques.

Can I learn country songs on guitar without knowing
barre chords?

Absolutely! Many country songs can be played using open chords without barre chords.
Beginners can start with songs like "Take Me Home, Country Roads" and "Jolene" which
primarily use open chords.

Where can I find tutorials for learning country songs on
guitar?

You can find tutorials on platforms like YouTube, Ultimate Guitar, and Fender Play. These
sites offer chord charts, video lessons, and step-by-step tutorials specifically for learning
country songs on guitar.

Additional Resources

Country Songs to Learn on Guitar: A Guide for Aspiring Musicians

Country songs to learn on guitar represent a foundational repertoire for many
guitarists seeking to master the instrument while connecting with one of America’s most
enduring musical traditions. The genre’s characteristic blend of storytelling, melodic
simplicity, and rhythmic drive makes it an ideal starting point for beginners and an
enriching challenge for intermediate players. Exploring country songs not only hones
technical skills but also offers insight into cultural narratives and stylistic nuances unique
to the genre.

Why Country Songs Are Ideal for Guitar Learners

Country music has long been associated with the acoustic guitar, often featuring
straightforward chord progressions and memorable melodies. This combination makes
country songs particularly accessible for guitarists at various skill levels. Unlike some
genres that rely heavily on complex soloing or advanced techniques, country music
frequently emphasizes rhythm, strumming patterns, and lyrical phrasing, which are
essential skills for any guitarist.

Moreover, many classic and contemporary country songs use open chords and simple
fingerpicking patterns. This accessibility is a significant reason why “country songs to
learn on guitar” remains a popular search query among novices and enthusiasts alike. The



genre’s versatility spans from the gentle ballads of the 1950s to the electrified, upbeat
tracks of modern country-pop, providing a broad spectrum for learners to explore.

Essential Country Songs to Learn on Guitar

Choosing the right country songs to start with can impact a guitarist’s motivation and
progress. Below is an analytical overview of some staple country songs that combine
educational value with widespread appeal.

“Take Me Home, Country Roads” by John Denver

This song’s enduring popularity makes it a must-learn. Its chord progression revolves
around G, Em, D, and C—basic open chords familiar to most beginners. The strumming
pattern is straightforward, allowing players to focus on timing and dynamics. Additionally,
the song’s recognizable melody encourages learners to practice singing and playing
simultaneously, a valuable skill for aspiring singer-songwriters.

“Ring of Fire” by Johnny Cash

“Ring of Fire” offers a slightly different challenge with its iconic riff and rhythmic pulse.
The main chord structure utilizes G, C, and D, but the distinctive syncopated rhythm
requires attention to strumming precision. Learning this song introduces players to the
“boom-chicka-boom” style that is emblematic of Johnny Cash’s sound, enriching their
understanding of rhythm guitar techniques.

“Folsom Prison Blues” by Johnny Cash

Another Cash classic, “Folsom Prison Blues,” integrates a driving bass line with simple
chords. The song’s emphasis on alternating bass notes alongside strumming patterns
helps guitarists develop finger independence and coordination. It’s a practical example of
combining rhythm and lead elements within country guitar playing.

“Jolene” by Dolly Parton

“Jolene” introduces players to minor chords and a more melancholic tone within the
country genre. The song typically uses Am, C, G, and Em—chords that expand a beginner's
harmonic vocabulary. The fingerpicking pattern here is moderate in complexity, providing
a gentle introduction to Travis picking techniques, a staple in country and folk guitar

playing.



“Wagon Wheel” by Old Crow Medicine Show
(popularized by Darius Rucker)

This modern country hit is known for its simple chord progression (G, D, Em, C) and
repetitive structure, making it highly accessible. The song’s upbeat tempo and sing-along
chorus are motivating for learners, while the steady rhythm strengthens strumming
consistency.

Techniques and Skills Developed Through
Country Songs
Country songs to learn on guitar often reinforce fundamental guitar skills, which are

transferable across genres. Below are some of the key techniques cultivated through
country music practice:

e Chord transitions: Many country songs use open chords that require smooth and
quick changes, helping players build muscle memory.

e Strumming patterns: Diverse rhythmic patterns in country music improve timing
and dynamic control.

e Fingerpicking: Techniques like Travis picking are prevalent in country and folk
songs, encouraging finger independence and precision.

e Bass note alternation: Alternating bass lines in songs such as “Folsom Prison
Blues” develop coordination between thumb and fingers.

¢ Song structure understanding: Repetitive verse-chorus forms help players
anticipate changes and improve musical timing.

These skills not only solidify a guitarist’s foundation but also provide a gateway to more
advanced playing styles and genres in the future.

Comparing Classic and Contemporary Country
Songs for Guitar Learning

While classic country songs tend to emphasize storytelling and raw acoustic guitar sounds,
contemporary country incorporates elements from pop, rock, and even hip-hop. This
evolution affects the complexity and style of guitar playing required.

Classic country songs often rely on traditional chord progressions and simpler



arrangements, making them ideal for beginners. Songs like “Take Me Home, Country
Roads” and “Ring of Fire” exemplify this approach. Their straightforward structure allows
learners to focus on developing clean chord changes and rhythmic accuracy.

Contemporary country songs, by contrast, may include more intricate guitar riffs, electric
guitar effects, and varied chord voicings. For example, tracks by artists like Keith Urban
or Kacey Musgraves may challenge players with syncopated rhythms and hybrid picking
techniques. While potentially more demanding, these songs offer an opportunity for
intermediate or advanced guitarists to expand their technical repertoire.

Pros and Cons of Learning Classic vs. Contemporary
Country Songs

Classic Country Contemporary Country

 Simple chord progressions * Incorporation of modern guitar techniques

Pros * Diverse stylistic influences

* Focus on storytelling through lyrics

 Accessible for beginners s Appeals to current music tastes

Cons May feel repetitive for advanced players * Potentially more complex for beginners

* Limited use of advanced guitar techniques * Requires more technical skill

The choice between classic and contemporary country songs to learn on guitar ultimately
depends on the player’s skill level and musical interests.

Incorporating Country Songs into Practice
Routines

Integrating country songs into daily practice can enhance motivation and ensure well-
rounded musicianship. Here are some strategic approaches:

1. Start with simple chord progressions: Focus on songs with basic chords to build
confidence.

2. Practice strumming patterns separately: [solate rhythm exercises before
combining with chords.



3. Use backing tracks: Playing along with recordings improves timing and feel.

4. Break down fingerpicking patterns: Slow practice of individual notes aids
accuracy.

5. Record and review: Listening to one’s performance helps identify areas for
improvement.

By systematically working on country songs, guitarists can develop technical skills and
deepen their appreciation for the genre’s rich heritage.

Exploring country songs to learn on guitar offers a rewarding musical journey that
balances technical development with cultural immersion. Whether drawn to the simplicity
of classic tunes or the complexity of modern country hits, guitarists can find a wealth of
material that nurtures growth and enjoyment.
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country songs to learn on guitar: Country Music USA Bill C. Malone, Tracey E. W. Laird,
2018-06-04 “Fifty years after its first publication, Country Music USA still stands as the most
authoritative history of this uniquely American art form. Here are the stories of the people who
made country music into such an integral part of our nation’s culture. We feel lucky to have had Bill
Malone as an indispensable guide in making our PBS documentary; you should, too.” —Ken Burns
and Dayton Duncan, Country Music: An American Family Story From reviews of previous editions:
“Considered the definitive history of American country music.” —Los Angeles Times “If anyone
knows more about the subject than [Malone] does, God help them.” —Larry McMurtry, from In a
Narrow Grave “With Country Music USA, Bill Malone wrote the Bible for country music history and
scholarship. This groundbreaking work, now updated, is the definitive chronicle of the sweeping
drama of the country music experience.” —Chet Flippo, former editorial director, CMT: Country
Music Television and CMT.com “Country Music USA is the definitive history of country music and of
the artists who shaped its fascinating worlds.” —William Ferris, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, former chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities and coeditor of the
Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Since its first publication in 1968, Bill C. Malone’s Country Music
USA has won universal acclaim as the definitive history of American country music. Starting with the
music’s folk roots in the rural South, it traces country music from the early days of radio into the
twenty-first century. In this fiftieth-anniversary edition, Malone, the featured historian in Ken
Burns’s 2019 documentary on country music, has revised every chapter to offer new information and
fresh insights. Coauthor Tracey Laird tracks developments in country music in the new millennium,
exploring the relationship between the current music scene and the traditions from which it
emerged.
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Reviews and rates the best recordings of country artists and groups, provides biographies of the
artists, and charts the evolution of country music

country songs to learn on guitar: The Cowboy in Country Music Don Cusic, 2011-07-29 This
series of biographical profiles shines a spotlight on that special place Where the West meets the
Guitar. From Gene Autry and Roy Rogers to contemporary artists like Michael Murphy, Red Steagall,
Don Edwards and Riders in the Sky, many entertainers have performed music of the West, a genre
separate from mainstream country music and yet an important part of the country music heritage.
Once called Country and Western, it is now described as Country or Western. Though much has
been written about Country, very little has been written about Western--until now. Featured are a
number of photos of the top stars in Western music, past and present. Also included is an extensive
bibliography of works related to the Western music field.

country songs to learn on guitar: Music of the First Nations Tara Browner, 2010-10-01 This
unique anthology presents a wide variety of approaches to an ethnomusicology of Inuit and Native
North American musical expression. Contributors include Native and non-Native scholars who
provide erudite and illuminating perspectives on aboriginal culture, incorporating both traditional
practices and contemporary musical influences. Gathering scholarship on a realm of intense interest
but little previous publication, this collection promises to revitalize the study of Native music in
North America, an area of ethnomusicology that stands to benefit greatly from these scholars'
cooperative, community-oriented methods. Contributors are T. Christopher Aplin, Tara Browner,
Paula Conlon, David E. Draper, Elaine Keillor, Lucy Lafferty, Franziska von Rosen, David Samuels,
Laurel Sercombe, and Judith Vander.

country songs to learn on guitar: The ~AEncyclopedia of Country Music Michael McCall,
John Rumble, Paul Kingsbury, 2012-02-01 The Encyclopedia of Country Music is the most
comprehensive reference work on this musical genre with deep roots in American history. Compiled
by staff of the legendary Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, the Encyclopedia includes 1,200
A-Z entries on all aspects of country music, as well as hundreds of images, informative and
entertaining essays on such topics as the colorful costumes of country, and much more. The new
edition has been thoroughly updated to cover the first decade of the twenty-first century and the
evolution of the genre.

country songs to learn on guitar: Country Music Irwin Stambler, Grelun Landon, 2000-07-14
A comprehensive reference source on the history, impact, and current state of country music,
offering portraits of figures in the country music world.

country songs to learn on guitar: The ~AOxford Handbook of Country Music Travis D.
Stimeling, 2017-06-01 Country music studies is a thriving interdisciplinary field. The Oxford
Handbook of Country Music draws upon the expertise of leading and emerging scholars to present
an introduction into the historiographical narratives and methodological issues that have emerged in
country music studies' first half-century and to suggest potential avenues for further research.

country songs to learn on guitar: Classic Country Charles K. Wolfe, 2002-05-03 Now for the
first time, country music authority Charles K. Wolfe gathers together his profiles of 50 legends of
country music, including Bill Monroe, Lefty Frizzell, and Kitty Wells.

country songs to learn on guitar: The ~ACountry Music Reader Travis D. Stimeling,
2015-01-02 The Country Music Reader provides an anthology of primary source readings
encompassing the history of country music from circa 1900 to the present, offering firsthand insight
into the changing role of country music within both the music industry and American culture.

country songs to learn on guitar: Country Music Dayton Duncan, Ken Burns, 2019-09-10 A
gorgeously illustrated and hugely entertaining story of America's most popular music and the
singers and songwriters who captivated, entertained, and consoled listeners throughout the
twentieth century—based on the eight-part film series. This fascinating history begins where country
music itself emerged: the American South, where people sang to themselves and to their families at
home and in church, and where they danced to fiddle tunes on Saturday nights. With the birth of
radio in the 1920s, the songs moved from small towns, mountain hollers, and the wide-open West to




become the music of an entire nation--a diverse range of sounds and styles from honky tonk to
gospel to bluegrass to rockabilly, leading up through the decades to the music's massive commercial
success today. But above all, Country Music is the story of the musicians. Here is Hank Williams's
tragic honky tonk life, Dolly Parton rising to fame from a dirt-poor childhood, and Loretta Lynn
turning her experiences into songs that spoke to women everywhere. Here too are interviews with
the genre's biggest stars, including the likes of Merle Haggard to Garth Brooks to Rosanne Cash.
Rife with rare photographs and endlessly fascinating anecdotes, the stories in this sweeping yet
intimate history will captivate longtime country fans and introduce new listeners to an extraordinary
body of music that lies at the very center of the American experience.

country songs to learn on guitar: Backup Trax/Old Time & Fiddle Tunes for Fiddle and
Mandolin Dix Bruce, 2015-10-21 14 Fiddle tunes carefully chosen to represent a variety of keys and
types of tunes. All are standards played whenever bluegrass, country, and old time musicians gather.
The melodies and chord progressions to all the tunes are on the recording at both regular and slow
speeds. Learn this repertoire and you'll have a great introduction to fiddle tunes. Tunes include:
Temperance Reel; Sally Goodin; Blackberry Blossom; Over the Waves; Beaumont Rag; Red Haired
Boy; JuneApple; Salty Dog; Old Joe Clark; Billy in the Lowground, and more! Notation and tablature.
Audio available for download online

country songs to learn on guitar: One Long Tune Ron Forbes-Roberts, 2006 Lenny Breau
(1941-1984) was called the greatest guitarist who ever walked the face of the earth. Breau began
playing the instrument at age seven, and went on to master many styles. His virtuosity influenced
countless performers, but at the expense of his personal relationships. This book presents Breau's
life story and his musical importance.

country songs to learn on guitar: Complete Country Blues Guitar Book Stefan Grossman,
2015-06-29 This comprehensive book has 260 pages and over 50 fingerpicking guitar solos in
notation and tablature in country blues, Delta blues, ragtime blues, Texas blues and bottleneck
styles. An extremely comprehensive blues solo collection.Includes access to online audio

country songs to learn on guitar: Country & Midwestern Mark Guarino, 2023-05-08 The
untold story of Chicago’s pivotal role as a country and folk music capital. Chicago is revered as a
musical breeding ground, having launched major figures like blues legend Muddy Waters, gospel
soul icon Mavis Staples, hip-hop firebrand Kanye West, and the jazz-rock band that shares its name
with the city. Far less known, however, is the vital role Chicago played in the rise of prewar country
music, the folk revival of the 1950s and 1960s, and the contemporary offspring of those scenes. In
Country and Midwestern, veteran journalist Mark Guarino tells the epic century-long story of
Chicago’s influence on sounds typically associated with regions further south. Drawing on hundreds
of interviews and deep archival research, Guarino tells a forgotten story of music, migration, and the
ways that rural culture infiltrated urban communities through the radio, the automobile, and the
railroad. The Midwest’s biggest city was the place where rural transplants could reinvent
themselves and shape their music for the new commercial possibilities the city offered. Years before
Nashville emerged as the commercial and spiritual center of country music, major record labels
made Chicago their home and recorded legendary figures like Bill Monroe, The Carter Family, and
Gene Autry. The National Barn Dance—broadcast from the city’s South Loop starting in
1924 —flourished for two decades as the premier country radio show before the Grand Ole Opry.
Guarino chronicles the makeshift niche scenes like “Hillbilly Heaven” in Uptown, where thousands
of relocated Southerners created their own hardscrabble honky-tonk subculture, as well as the
1960s rise of the Old Town School of Folk Music, which eventually brought national attention to
local luminaries like John Prine and Steve Goodman. The story continues through the end of the
twentieth century and into the present day, where artists like Jon Langford, The Handsome Family,
and Wilco meld contemporary experimentation with country traditions. Featuring a foreword from
Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Robbie Fulks and casting a cross-genre net that stretches
from Bob Dylan to punk rock, Country and Midwestern rediscovers a history as sprawling as the
Windy City—celebrating the creative spirit that modernized American folk idioms, the colorful




characters who took them into new terrain, and the music itself, which is still kicking down doors
even today.

country songs to learn on guitar: HowExpert Guide to Becoming a Country Singer-
Songwriter HowExpert, Caroline Watkins, 2020-05-17 Do you want to become the next star country
music singer-songwriter but don’t know where to start? Congratulations, you’'ve come to the right
place! This HowExpert guide contains everything you need to know. Written by country music
singer-songwriter Caroline Watkins, this guide goes into detail on every topic you need to
understand in order to make it big in the country music industry. In this guide, you'll find
information such as: * How to write a commercial country song * How to get ideas to start a song ¢
How to put on a great country live performance ¢ How to find the right producer to record your
songs * Who to make connections with in order to further your career ¢ The best ways to connect
with fans on social media ¢ The best ways to build a fanbase without a record or publishing deal
How to get a record deal * How to get a publishing deal * Who to need on your professional team ¢
The best places to book shows to build a country fanbase * How to appeal to country music fans ¢
How to find the perfect band And so much more! You’ll also find breakdowns and explanations of the
expert’s songs and how she and her cowriters wrote them, with tips on how to incorporate their
techniques into your own songs. And in addition, at the end of each chapter, you’ll find an expert Q
& A, where you'll find the most common questions and answers about the country music industry. If
you want to have a career in the country music industry, this book is for you! About the Expert
Caroline Watkins has lived and breathed country music since the day she was born. Born and raised
in Nashville, TN, she started writing songs as soon as she could read, and began performing around
Nashville at the young age of 13. At 17, she was given the opportunity to play her own songwriters’
round at the legendary Bluebird Café, Nashville’s top songwriting venue, and has been a regular
there ever since. The day before her high school graduation, Watkins signed a worldwide publishing
deal with Warner-Chappell Music Publishing, where she is still signed as a songwriter to this day.
Since then, she has opened for country stars such as Brett Eldredge, Walker Hayes, and the
legendary Willie Nelson. Watkins continues to perform all over the country with her band and to
write songs with Grammy-winning country songwriters on a daily basis. She loves country music and
being a part of the country music family. HowExpert publishes quick 'how to' guides on all topics
from A to Z by everyday experts.

country songs to learn on guitar: Essential Song Lynn Whidden, 2007-05-01 Includes audio
CD with over 50 Cree hunting songs Essential Song: Three Decades of Northern Cree Music, a study
of subarctic Cree hunting songs, is the first detailed ethnomusicology of the northern Cree of
Quebec and Manitoba. The result of more than two decades spent in the North learning from the
Cree, Lynn Whidden’s account discusses the tradition of the hunting songs, their meanings and
origins, and their importance to the hunt. She also examines women'’s songs, and traces the impact
of social change—including the introduction of hymns, Gospel tunes, and country music—on the song
traditions of these communities. The book also explores the introduction of powwow song into the
subarctic and the Crees struggle to maintain their Aboriginal heritage—to find a kind of song that,
like the hunting songs, can serve as a spiritual guide and force. Including profiles of the hunters and
their songs and accompanied by an original audio CD of more than fifty Cree hunting songs,
Essential Song makes an important contribution to ethnomusicology, social history, and Aboriginal
studies.

country songs to learn on guitar: Country Music Richard Carlin, 2014-02-25 This illustrated
A-Z guide covers more than 700 country music artists, groups, and bands. Articles also cover
specific genres within country music as well as instruments used. Written in a lively, engaging style,
the entries not only outline the careers of country music's greatest artists, they provide an
understanding of the artist's importance or failings, and a feeling for his or her style. Select
discographies are provided at the end of each entry, while a bibliography and indexes by instrument,
musical style, genre, and song title round out the work. For a full list of entries, a generous selection
of sample entries, and more, visit the Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary website.



country songs to learn on guitar: All that Glitters George H. Lewis, 1993 This collection of
essays examines modern country music in America, from its roots to today's music. Contributors look
at aspects of the music as diverse as the creation of country culture in the honky tonk; the
development of the Nashville music industry; and why country music singers are similar to the
English romantic poets. Historians, sociologists, musicologists, folklorists, anthropologists,
ethnographers, communication specialists, and journalists are all represented.

country songs to learn on guitar: Boys' Life , 1980-11 Boys' Life is the official youth magazine
for the Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news, nature,
sports, history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.

country songs to learn on guitar: It's the Cowboy Way! Don Cusic, 2014-07-11 It's the
Cowboy Way! tells the full story of the amazing true adventures of group members Ranger Doug,
Woody Paul, Too Slim, and Joey The CowPolka King for the first time, from their first gigs at Herr
Harry's Phranks 'N' Steins, in Nashville, to their rise to the top of the Grammy heap. Since 1977,
Riders In The Sky has faithfully tended a musical tradition kindled by singing cowboy legends, such
as Gene Autry and the Sons Of The Pioneers. Throughout its long career, the group has branded the
genre with its own mark, crafting a well-balanced mix of both classic and original western
songs—smooth harmony, hot licks, and comedy. Over the past quarter of a century, and more than
4,500 shows, 290 national TV appearances, 203 public radio shows, nearly 700 Grand Ole Opry
appearances, 2.3 million miles on the road, two Grammy Awards, three television series, and 31
albums down the trail, a group that began with a commitment to carry on an American musical
tradition has itself become a national treasure.
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