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pericles of athens and the birth of democracy is a story that intertwines
leadership, innovation, and the evolution of political thought in ancient
Greece. When we think of democracy today, it’s easy to forget that this form
of government had to begin somewhere—and in many ways, it began in Athens
under the guidance of one of its most influential statesmen: Pericles. His
era marked a turning point that not only shaped Athenian society but also
laid the foundational principles for modern democratic systems around the
world.

The Historical Context of Athens Before
Pericles

To understand Pericles’ impact, it’s essential to look briefly at Athens
before his rise to power. Athens wasn’t always the beacon of democracy; it
was once ruled by aristocrats and kings. Over time, the city-state
experienced social and political upheaval, leading to gradual reforms.
Figures like Solon and Cleisthenes made early attempts to distribute
political power more broadly among citizens, but it was during Pericles’
leadership in the 5th century BCE that democracy truly began to flourish.

The Political Landscape of Early Athens

Before democracy took root, Athens was governed by a mix of oligarchic
councils and aristocratic rulers. Power was concentrated in the hands of a
few wealthy families, and the common people had little say in governance.
This created tension and conflict, sparking demands for change. It was this
environment that allowed Pericles to emerge as a champion of the people and a
visionary leader who could navigate the complex political dynamics of the
time.

Pericles’ Role in Shaping Athenian Democracy

Pericles is often credited with transforming the Athenian political system
from a fragile democracy into a robust and participatory government. His
leadership spanned approximately 30 years during what is now called the
“Golden Age of Athens.” Under his guidance, the democratic system expanded in
both scope and influence, empowering ordinary citizens and encouraging civic



engagement.

Expanding Political Participation

One of Pericles’ key contributions was broadening the base of political
participation. He introduced policies that allowed even the poorest citizens
to take part in the Assembly, the primary governing body where laws and
policies were debated and decided. By providing pay for jury service and
public office, Pericles removed financial barriers that had previously
excluded many Athenians from political life. This move was revolutionary, as
it meant that democracy was no longer just a privilege of the wealthy but an
active right of the citizenry.

Institutional Reforms and Civic Pride

Beyond expanding participation, Pericles also reformed many democratic
institutions to make them more effective and representative. He strengthened
the Council of 500, a crucial administrative body, ensuring that it better
reflected the population’s diverse interests. These reforms fostered greater
transparency and accountability in government.

At the same time, Pericles championed a sense of civic pride and
responsibility. He encouraged citizens to take pride in their city and their
role within its democracy, famously stating that Athens was “the school of
Hellas” for its democratic ideals and cultural achievements. This spirit of
engagement helped solidify the democratic ethos that defined Athens during
his leadership.

The Cultural and Social Impact of Pericles’
Democracy

Pericles didn’t just revolutionize politics; his influence extended deeply
into Athenian culture and society. The democratic environment he nurtured
inspired unprecedented artistic, philosophical, and architectural
achievements that continue to resonate today.

The Flourishing of Arts and Philosophy

Under Pericles’ patronage, Athens became a vibrant cultural hub. The
democracy encouraged free expression and debate, which were essential to the
rise of great thinkers like Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. The emphasis on
public participation and dialogue in politics mirrored the intellectual



climate of the time, where questioning and discussion were highly valued.

Moreover, Pericles initiated monumental building projects, including the
construction of the Parthenon on the Acropolis. These projects symbolized not
only Athens’ wealth and power but also its commitment to democratic values
and collective identity. The arts became a reflection of the democratic
spirit, celebrating human achievement and the community’s shared destiny.

Social Equality and Challenges

While Pericles expanded democracy dramatically, it’s important to remember
that Athenian democracy was still limited by modern standards. Women, slaves,
and non-citizens were excluded from political participation. Yet, within the
citizen class, Pericles’ reforms promoted a more egalitarian society by
reducing aristocratic dominance.

This expansion of democracy also brought challenges, including political
rivalries and tensions between different social groups. Pericles had to
skillfully manage these dynamics to maintain stability. His ability to
balance competing interests helped sustain Athenian democracy through
turbulent times, including the early years of the Peloponnesian War.

Legacy of Pericles and the Birth of Democracy

The legacy of Pericles of Athens and the birth of democracy is profound and
enduring. His vision and leadership created a political system that
emphasized the power of the people, the rule of law, and civic
responsibility—principles that continue to inspire democratic governments
worldwide.

Lessons from Pericles’ Leadership

Pericles teaches us that democracy is not static; it requires constant
nurturing, adaptation, and the courage to include more voices in governance.
His example shows that effective leadership combines vision with practical
reforms that empower citizens and uphold justice.

Democracy’s Evolution Beyond Athens

While Athenian democracy was imperfect, it laid the groundwork for future
political developments. The idea that ordinary people should have a say in
their government gradually spread throughout history, influencing the
creation of republics and constitutional democracies around the globe.



Understanding the story of Pericles and the birth of democracy helps us
appreciate the complexities and challenges of building a fair political
system. It reminds us that democracy is a living experiment—one that depends
on the active participation of its citizens and leaders committed to the
common good.

Exploring the era of Pericles can inspire us not only to honor the past but
also to engage more thoughtfully with our own democratic institutions today.
Whether in ancient Athens or the modern world, the pursuit of equitable
governance remains a vital, ongoing journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Pericles and what role did he play in the
development of Athenian democracy?
Pericles was a prominent and influential Athenian statesman during the 5th
century BCE who played a key role in advancing democracy in Athens by
promoting political reforms that expanded the involvement of ordinary
citizens in government.

How did Pericles' leadership contribute to the
'Golden Age' of Athens?
Under Pericles' leadership, Athens experienced a cultural and political
flourishing known as the 'Golden Age,' characterized by advancements in art,
architecture, philosophy, and the strengthening of democratic institutions.

What specific democratic reforms did Pericles
implement in Athens?
Pericles introduced reforms such as paying public officials, which allowed
poorer citizens to participate in government, and expanded the use of the
Assembly and juries, increasing citizen engagement in decision-making
processes.

Why is Pericles often associated with the birth of
democracy in Athens?
Pericles is associated with the birth of democracy because he significantly
expanded democratic participation and established policies that laid the
foundation for a more inclusive and direct form of government in Athens.

How did Pericles' policies impact the social



structure of Athens?
Pericles' policies reduced the power of aristocrats by empowering the common
citizens through paid public service and wider political participation,
fostering greater social equality within the Athenian democracy.

What lasting legacy did Pericles leave on democratic
governance?
Pericles' legacy includes the establishment of principles such as political
equality, citizen involvement, and public accountability, which have
influenced the development of democratic systems throughout history.

Additional Resources
Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy: A Defining Chapter in
Political History

pericles of athens and the birth of democracy represent a pivotal epoch in
the evolution of governance systems that has profoundly influenced modern
political thought. The legacy of Pericles, an influential Athenian statesman,
is inseparable from the establishment and flourishing of Athenian democracy
in the 5th century BCE. This period marked a significant departure from
monarchic and oligarchic rule toward a more participatory form of government,
emphasizing citizen involvement, political equality, and institutional
innovation.

The Historical Context of Athenian Democracy

Before delving into the role of Pericles, it is essential to understand the
socio-political landscape of Athens prior to his leadership. Early Athens was
characterized by aristocratic dominance, where power rested with a select few
noble families. Reforms by earlier figures such as Solon and Cleisthenes laid
foundational steps towards democracy by curbing aristocratic privileges and
reorganizing political structures. However, it was under Pericles that the
concept of democracy matured into a more inclusive and systematic practice.

The term “democracy” itself derives from the Greek words “demos” (people) and
“kratos” (power or rule), signifying governance by the people. Yet, this
notion was not fully realized until Pericles’ tenure, which saw the expansion
of political rights to a broader segment of the Athenian male citizenry,
alongside institutional reforms that enhanced civic engagement.



Pericles’ Leadership and Democratic Reforms

Political Innovations and Civic Participation

Pericles' influence on the birth of democracy in Athens was multifaceted. One
of his hallmark contributions was increasing the accessibility of public
office and jury service to ordinary citizens. By introducing pay for public
officials and jurors, Pericles effectively removed economic barriers that had
previously restricted participation to the wealthy elite. This policy
democratized political involvement, enabling even poorer citizens to serve
without financial hardship.

Moreover, Pericles championed the principle of isonomia—equality before the
law—ensuring that all citizens, regardless of wealth or birth, could exercise
their rights and duties in the democratic system. This principle was
revolutionary in a time when hereditary privilege often dictated political
power.

Strengthening Democratic Institutions

Under Pericles, the Athenian Assembly (Ekklesia) became the central forum for
decision-making, where citizens could debate and vote on laws, war, and
policy. This assembly convened regularly, allowing for a dynamic and direct
form of democracy that contrasted with representative systems familiar today.

Pericles also expanded the power of the Council of 500 (Boule), which
prepared legislative agendas and oversaw daily administrative functions. His
reforms ensured that these bodies operated with greater transparency and
accountability, reinforcing democratic governance.

Cultural and Social Dimensions of Pericles’
Democracy

Pericles’ era was not only a political turning point but also a cultural
renaissance. The flourishing of arts, philosophy, and architecture under his
patronage helped to solidify democracy as an integral part of Athenian
identity. The construction of the Parthenon and other monumental structures
symbolized the power and pride of the democratic polis.

This cultural investment served dual purposes: it fostered civic pride and
unity, and it projected Athens’ democratic ideals as a model of enlightened
governance to the wider Greek world. Intellectual figures like Socrates and
playwrights such as Aristophanes engaged with democratic themes, reflecting



and critiquing the political order in their works.

Challenges and Criticisms of Periclean Democracy

While Pericles’ reforms were groundbreaking, the Athenian democracy of his
time was far from perfect. Citizenship was limited to free-born Athenian men,
excluding women, slaves, and metics (resident foreigners). This exclusion
highlights a fundamental limitation in the inclusivity of early democratic
systems.

Additionally, some historians argue that Pericles’ leadership, though
democratic in intent, also bore traces of populism and personal influence
that bordered on autocratic tendencies. The reliance on charismatic
individuals in a direct democracy could lead to power imbalances, as
evidenced in later political developments in Athens.

Comparative Perspectives: Athenian Democracy
and Modern Democratic Systems

Comparing Pericles’ Athens with contemporary democracies reveals both
striking similarities and notable differences. Modern democratic states
typically employ representative systems with elected officials serving fixed
terms, whereas Athenian democracy was direct, with citizens actively
participating in legislative and judicial decisions.

The introduction of pay for public service under Pericles anticipated modern
notions of compensating political actors to ensure equitable participation.
However, the narrow definition of citizenship in ancient Athens contrasts
sharply with today’s emphasis on universal suffrage and inclusion.

Despite these differences, the Athenian model under Pericles remains a
foundational reference point in democratic theory, illustrating the
possibilities and challenges of popular governance.

Legacy and Influence on Political Thought

The period of Pericles and the birth of democracy in Athens has inspired
countless political philosophers, historians, and policymakers. Concepts such
as civic duty, public debate, and legal equality trace their intellectual
lineage to this era. Aristotle’s reflections on polity and democracy, as well
as Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, drew
upon the successes and failures of Athenian democracy in shaping their
theories.



Furthermore, the symbolism of Pericles—as a leader who balanced strong
leadership with democratic ideals—continues to resonate in discussions about
governance and the role of statesmanship in democratic societies.

Key Features of Periclean Democracy

Direct participation: Citizens voted directly on legislation and policy
decisions in the Assembly.

Payment for public service: Enabled broader participation by
compensating officials and jurors.

Expansion of citizenship rights: While limited, more citizens could
engage politically than in previous eras.

Institutional reforms: Strengthened bodies such as the Council of 500 to
manage administrative duties effectively.

Cultural patronage: Investment in arts and architecture that reinforced
democratic values and civic identity.

Pericles of Athens and the birth of democracy encapsulate a transformative
moment when the ideals of collective governance began to take concrete shape
within a complex society. This experiment in participatory government,
despite its limitations, laid the groundwork for the democratic principles
that continue to inform political systems worldwide. The enduring fascination
with this era underscores the timeless quest to balance power, participation,
and justice within the framework of governance.

Pericles Of Athens And The Birth Of Democracy

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-094/pdf?ID=nHT95-0494&title=lab-12-the-skeletal-system-joints-answer
-key.pdf

  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Pericles Of Athens And The Birth Of
Democracy Donald Kagan, 1991 A biography of Greek statesman Pericles, focusing on the creation
of Greek democracy in his time.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Pericles of Athens and the Birth of
Democracy Donald Kagan, 1991 An incisive portrait of Pericles is set against the shifting political
trends, international tensions, and intellectual movements of the ancient Greek civilization

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-032/files?docid=Gpa02-7997&title=pericles-of-athens-and-the-birth-of-democracy.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-094/pdf?ID=nHT95-0494&title=lab-12-the-skeletal-system-joints-answer-key.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-094/pdf?ID=nHT95-0494&title=lab-12-the-skeletal-system-joints-answer-key.pdf


  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece Nigel
Wilson, 2013-10-31 Examining every aspect of the culture from antiquity to the founding of
Constantinople in the early Byzantine era, this thoroughly cross-referenced and fully indexed work is
written by an international group of scholars. This Encyclopedia is derived from the more broadly
focused Encyclopedia of Greece and the Hellenic Tradition, the highly praised two-volume work.
Newly edited by Nigel Wilson, this single-volume reference provides a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to the political, cultural, and social life of the people and to the places, ideas,
periods, and events that defined ancient Greece.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Thucydides on the Outbreak of War S. N.
Jaffe, 2017 The cause of great power war is a perennial issue for the student of politics. Some 2,400
years ago, in his monumental History of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides wrote that it was the
growth of Athenian power and the fear that this power inspired in Sparta which rendered the
Peloponnesian War somehow necessary, inevitable, or compulsory. In this new political
psychological study of Thucydides' first book, S.N. Jaffe shows how the History's account of the
outbreak of the war ultimately points toward the opposing characters of the Athenian and Spartan
regimes, disclosing a Thucydidean preoccupation with the interplay between nature and convention.
Jaffe explores how the character of the contest between Athens and Sparta, or how the outbreak of a
particular war, can reveal Thucydides' account of the recurring human causes of war and peace. The
political thought of Thucydides proves bound up with his distinctive understanding of the
interrelationship of particular events and more universal themes.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Encyclopedia of Greece and the Hellenic
Tradition Graham Speake, 2021-01-31 Hellenism is the living culture of the Greek-speaking peoples
and has a continuing history of more than 3,500 years. The Encyclopedia of Greece and the
HellenicTradition contains approximately 900 entries devoted to people, places, periods, events, and
themes, examining every aspect of that culture from the Bronze Age to the present day. The focus
throughout is on the Greeks themselves, and the continuities within their own cultural tradition.
Language and religion are perhaps the most obvious vehicles of continuity; but there have been
many others--law, taxation, gardens, music, magic, education, shipping, and countless other
elements have all played their part in maintaining this unique culture. Today, Greek arts have
blossomed again; Greece has taken its place in the European Union; Greeks control a substantial
proportion of the world's merchant marine; and Greek communities in the United States, Australia,
and South Africa have carried the Hellenic tradition throughout the world. This is the first reference
work to embrace all aspects of that tradition in every period of its existence.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Ancient Greeks on the Human Condition
Matthew Sims, 2021-08-03 This book examines the writings of four ancient Greeks-Homer,
Thucydides, Euripides, and Aristophanes. Each of these four individuals represents a different
approach toward the human condition, ranging from the heroic and tragic to the comic and absurd.
This book focuses on how the human condition can best be understood within the framework of
these four perspectives by examining the major contributions of these Greek writers, whether in the
form of epic (Homer's Iliad), history (Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War), or drama (the
plays of Euripides and Aristophanes). These various perceptions of Greek thought illuminate our
understanding of what it means to be fully human. By focusing on the concepts of the heroic, tragic,
comic, and absurd, we can see how these ancient Greek authors still provide key insights for us
today as they clarify those timeless features that define the human condition.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Doubt and the Demands of Democratic
Citizenship David R. Hiley, 2006-06-26 The triumph of democracy has been heralded as one of the
greatest achievements of the twentieth century, yet it seems to be in a relatively fragile condition in
the United States, if one is to judge by the proliferation of editorials, essays, and books that focus on
politics and distrust of government. Doubt and the Demands of Democratic Citizenship explores the
reasons for public discontent and proposes an account of democratic citizenship appropriate for a
robust democracy. David Hiley argues that citizenship is more than participating in the electoral



process. It requires a capacity to participate in the deliberative process with other citizens who
might disagree, a capacity that combines deep convictions with a willingness to subject those
convictions. Hiley develops his argument by examining the connection between doubt and
democracy generally, as well as through case studies of Socrates, Montaigne, and Rousseau,
interpreting them in light of contemporary issues.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Egypt, Greece and Rome: Civilizations of
the Ancient Mediterranean Charles Freeman, 2004-01-29 Egypt, Greece and Rome is regarded as
one of the best general histories of the ancient world. It is written for the general reader and the
student coming to the subject for the first time and provides a reliable and highly accessible point of
entry to the period. The volume begins with the early civilizations of Sumer (modern Iraq) and
continues through to the Islamic invasions and the birth of modern Europe after the collapse of the
western Roman empire. The book ranges beyond political history to cover philosophy, art and
literature. A wide range of maps, illustrations and photographs complements the text. The second
edition incorporates new chapters on the ancient Mediterranean and the Ancient Near East, as well
as extended coverage of Egypt.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: The Causes of War Alexander Gillespie,
2013-10-16 This is the first volume of a projected four-volume series charting the causes of war from
3000 BCE to the present day, written by a leading international lawyer, and using as its principal
materials the documentary history of international law largely in the form of treaties and the
negotiations which led up to them. These volumes seek to show why millions of people, over
thousands of years, slayed each other. In departing from the various theories put forward by
historians, anthropologists and psychologists, Gillespie offers a different taxonomy of the causes of
war, focusing on the broader settings of politics, religion, migrations and empire-building. These
four contexts were dominant and often overlapping justifications for the first four thousand years of
human civilisation, for which written records exist.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Ancient Greeks Rosalie F. Baker, 1997-07-31
Outstanding individuals have the whole world as their memorial.--PericlesThe influence of ancient
Greek civilization has been felt throughout modern Western history. Greek ideas can be found in the
laws that govern our lives, the buildings in which we live, the books we read, and the vocabulary we
use every day. Because these ideas have become so much a part of our daily life, we tend to forget
that they originated more than 2,500 years ago.Ancient Greeks chronicles the lives and
accomplishments of Greek figures whose influence continues to be felt today. We read about Greeks
from all walks of life, including one of the greatest physicians who ever lived, the father of logic, and
a brilliant mathematician who once said, Give me a lever long enough, and a fulcrum strong enough,
and I will single-handedly move the world. And move the world he did, but with his ideas, not a
mighty fulcrum.In 42 essays, authors Rosalie and Charles Baker explore the lives of many
personalities, from the most famous Greeks to people who are usually overlooked, including:Aesop,
author of timeless fables that continue to provide lessons todayLycurgus, the legendary ruler of
SpartaPlato, the great philosopher who established the Academy in AthensPhidippides, a courier and
long-distance runner whose run from Marathon to Athens became the basis of the modern
marathonSappho, one of the best female poets of classical antiquityHippocrates, one of the greatest
physicians who ever livedAlcibiades, a patriot-turned-traitor who was exiled from GreeceIctinus, the
architect responsible for the design of the ParthenonAristotle, the father of logic who tutored the
teenage Alexander the GreatAlexander the Great, who ruled Greece, defeated the great Persian
empire, conquered lands bordering the eastern Mediterranean Sea, including Egypt, and won
control of lands stretching into India (and all that before his 33rd birthday)Zeno, founder of the
philosophy known as StoicismThe biographies span the years 700 B.C. to 200 B.C., from Homer, the
master of epic poetry and the author of the Iliad, to Eratosthenes, a brilliant mathematician who was
the first to calculate the earth's circumference. A handy fact box that lists birth and death dates and
the major accomplishments of each person profiled, abundant photographs and specially
commissioned maps, a timeline, a glossary of Greek terms, an index of Greeks by profession, a



pronunciation guide, and suggestions for further reading all add to the usefulness of this exceptional
reference. With figures from fields as diverse as literature, mathematics, politics, the military,
philosophy, and science, Ancient Greeks provides a comprehensive examination of the origins of
modern civilization.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: The Ancient World Frank N. Magill,
2003-12-16 Containing 250 entries, each volume of the Dictionary of World Biography contains
examines the lives of the individuals who shaped their times and left their mark on world history.
Much more than a 'Who's Who', each entry provides an in-depth essay on the life and career of the
individual concerned. Essays commence with a quick reference section that provides basic facts on
the individual's life and achievements, and conclude with a fully annotated bibliography. The
extended biography places the life and works of the individual within an historical context, and the
summary at the end of each essay provides a synopsis of the individual's place in history. Any
student in the field will want to have one of these as a handy reference companion.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: The Chemical Muse D. C. A. Hillman,
2008-07-22 “The last wild frontier of classical studies.” ---The Times (UK) The Chemical Muse
uncovers decades of misdirection and obfuscation to reveal the history of widespread drug use in
Ancient Rome and Greece. In the city-states that gave birth to Western civilization, drugs were an
everyday element of a free society. Often they were not just available, but vitally necessary for use in
medicine, religious ceremonies, and war campaigns. Their proponents and users existed in all
classes, from the common soldier to the emperor himself. Citing examples in myths, medicine, and
literature, D. C. A. Hillman shows how drugs have influenced and inspired the artists, philosophers,
and even politicians whose ideas have formed the basis for civilization as we know it. Many of these
ancient texts may seem well-known, but Hillman shows how timid, prudish translations have left
scholars and readers in the dark about the reality of drug use in the Classical world. Hillman’s
argument is not simply “pro-drug.” Instead, he appeals for an intellectual honesty that acknowledges
the use of drugs in ancient societies despite today’s conflicting social mores. In the modern world,
where academia and university life are often politically charged, The Chemical Muse offers a unique
and long overdue perspective on the contentious topic of drug use and the freedom of thought.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: The Life and Times of Pericles Jim
Whiting, 2005-03 Greek soldiers defeated numerically superior Persian armies in several battles
near the beginning of the fifth century BCE. That set the stage for what is known as the Golden Age
of Greece, several decades of almost unparalleled accomplishments in art, politics, and civil affairs.
The leader during this inspired era was a citizen of Athens named Pericles. He led many important
political changes in the city. He was also largely responsible for the development of the Acropolis.
Buildings such as the Parthenon still inspire awe and admiration among countless numbers of
visitors to the site every year.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: World History Encyclopedia [21 volumes]
Alfred J. Andrea Ph.D., 2011-03-23 An unprecedented undertaking by academics reflecting an
extraordinary vision of world history, this landmark multivolume encyclopedia focuses on specific
themes of human development across cultures era by era, providing the most in-depth, expansive
presentation available of the development of humanity from a global perspective. Well-known and
widely respected historians worked together to create and guide the project in order to offer the
most up-to-date visions available. A monumental undertaking. A stunning academic achievement.
ABC-CLIO's World History Encyclopedia is the first comprehensive work to take a large-scale
thematic look at the human species worldwide. Comprised of 21 volumes covering 9 eras, an
introductory volume, and an index, it charts the extraordinary journey of humankind, revealing
crucial connections among civilizations in different regions through the ages. Within each era, the
encyclopedia highlights pivotal interactions and exchanges among cultures within eight broad
thematic categories: population and environment, society and culture, migration and travel, politics
and statecraft, economics and trade, conflict and cooperation, thought and religion, science and
technology. Aligned to national history standards and packed with images, primary resources,



current citations, and extensive teaching and learning support, the World History Encyclopedia gives
students, educators, researchers, and interested general readers a means of navigating the broad
sweep of history unlike any ever published.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Philosophic Classics Forrest E. Baird,
2016-06-16 First published in 1961, Forrest E. Baird's revision of Philosophic Classics continues the
tradition of providing generations of students with high quality course material. Using the complete
works, or where appropriate, complete sections of works, this anthology allows philosophers to
speak directly to students. Esteemed for providing the best available translations, Philosophic
Classics: Ancient Philosophy, features complete works or complete sections of the most important
works by the major thinkers, as well as shorter samples from transitional thinkers.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Contemporary Authors New Revision
Series Pamela Dear, 2001-07 In response to the escalating need for up-to-date information on
writers, Contemporary Authors® New Revision Series brings researchers the most recent data on
the world's most-popular authors. These exciting and unique author profiles are essential to your
holdings because sketches are entirely revised and up-to-date, and completely replace the original
Contemporary Authors® entries. For your convenience, a soft-cover cumulative index is sent
biannually.While Gale strives to replicate print content, some content may not be available due to
rights restrictions.Call your Sales Rep for details.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Government Leaders, Military Rulers and
Political Activists David W. Del Testa, 2014-01-27 In each volume, an introductory essay outlines of
history of the disciplines under discussion, and describes how changes and innovations in these
disciplines have affected our lives. The biographies that follow are organized in an A-Z format: each
biography is divided into a life section describing the individual's life and influences and a legacy
section summarizing the impact of that individual's work throughout history. These biographies
cover a diverse group of men and women from around the globe and throughout history. Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Mao Tse-tung and Genghis Khan are among the 200 well-known historical figures
included in this volume. Examples of other lesser-known, yet important, individuals covered in this
work are: Gustavas Adolphus, Swedish empire creator; Hatshepsut, queen of ancient Egyptian
dynasty; and Jean Jaurès, French socialist leader and pacifist. Each synopsis provides information on
each individual's enduring impact on the common understanding of fundamental themes of human
existence.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Western Civilization Margaret L. King,
2003 These Western Civilization, Second Edition books explain why western civilization is worth
knowing about. Taking a topical approach, they stress social and cultural themes, they ask, What is
the West?, and incorporate significant discussion of peoples and civilizations outside the boundaries
of the West. Provides a more coherent introduction to global issues than a world history
presentation. Western Civilization, 2/e is accompanied by rich visual images, numerous textual
excerpts, provocative special features, and timelines, charts and maps that make the narrative even
more accessible. Each chapter now includes internet resources for research. Examines the French
Revolution and 19th-century social and political movements in depth. Discussion of religion now
occurs at key junctures in each chapter. Updated first chapter reflects the latest findings in
paleoanthropology. Epilogue includes recent events such as global terrorism. Covers
Social/economic history--e.g., gender roles, family and children, elite groups, urban/rural contrasts,
cities and associations, commerce and manufacturing, and technological innovation. Non-Western
(including North and South American) issues are discussed. Historians or anyone interested in a
social, topical approach to Western Civilization with a global perspective.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: The Greek Sophists John Dillon, 2003-07-31
By mid-5th century BC, Athens was governed by democratic rule and power turned upon the ability
of the citizen to command the attention of the people, and to sway the crowds of the assembly. It
was the Sophists who understood the art of rhetoric and the importance of transforming effective
reasoning into persuasive public speaking. Their enquiries - into the status of women, slavery, the



distinction between Greeks and barbarians, the existence of the gods, the origins of religion, and
whether virtue can be taught - laid the groundwork for the insights of the next generation of
thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle.
  pericles of athens and the birth of democracy: Leaders of Ancient Greece Don Nardo, 1999
Discusses the contributions of eight influential leaders of ancient Greece, including Solon,
Themistocles, Pericles, Alcibiades, Epaminondas, Philip, Alexander, and Pyrrhus.
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