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Political Science Degree Useless? Debunking the Myths and Exploring Real
Value

political science degree useless is a phrase you might have come across in
casual conversations, online forums, or even during career counseling
sessions. It’s a notion that raises eyebrows, especially for those passionate
about politics, governance, and societal issues. But is a political science
degree truly useless, or is this a misconception fueled by misunderstandings
about the field’s practical applications? Let’s dive deep into this topic and
unravel the truths behind this controversial claim.

Why Some People Consider a Political Science
Degree Useless

One of the main reasons people label a political science degree useless stems
from concerns over job prospects. Unlike degrees in engineering, medicine, or
computer science, political science often lacks a direct vocational track,
leaving graduates wondering where their skills fit in the job market. This
ambiguity can understandably lead to doubts about the degree’s practicality.

Lack of Clear Career Pathways

Many argue that political science graduates struggle to find roles directly
related to their studies. Unlike technical or professional degrees, political
science equips students with broad analytical skills, critical thinking, and
understanding of governance rather than specific, job-ready skills. This can
make the transition from education to employment more challenging.

Competitive Market and Limited Roles

The fields traditionally associated with political science—such as
government, policy analysis, and diplomacy—often have limited entry-level
positions and fierce competition. This scarcity reinforces the perception
that the degree might not justify the investment of time and money.

Understanding the Real Value of a Political



Science Degree

While some criticisms have merit, dismissing a political science degree as
useless overlooks its numerous benefits and the diverse career opportunities
it can unlock.

Developing Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Political science programs emphasize critical analysis of complex systems,
understanding power dynamics, and evaluating policy impacts. These skills are
highly transferable, making graduates valuable in various sectors beyond
politics, including journalism, business, law, and education.

Preparation for Advanced Education

Many political science graduates pursue further education in law, public
administration, international relations, or business. The foundational
knowledge and research skills gained during undergraduate studies provide a
strong springboard for success in graduate programs.

Versatility in Career Options

Contrary to the myth of limited career paths, political science graduates
find roles in:

Public policy and administration

Political consulting and campaign management

Nonprofit organizations and advocacy

Media and communications

International organizations and diplomacy

Corporate social responsibility and compliance

This versatility often surprises those who prematurely judge the degree’s
worth.



Addressing the Political Science Degree Useless
Narrative

Rather than focusing on whether the degree itself is useless, it’s important
to consider how students approach their education and career planning.

Active Skill Development

Students who complement their studies with internships, volunteer work, and
networking tend to overcome many of the challenges associated with political
science degrees. Real-world experience can bridge the gap between theory and
practice, making graduates more employable.

Leveraging Transferable Skills

Employers value critical thinking, effective communication, and problem-
solving — all core to political science training. Recognizing and marketing
these skills in resumes and interviews can shift perceptions from “useless
degree” to “valuable asset.”

Continuous Learning and Adaptability

The job market evolves rapidly, and political science graduates who stay
updated on current events, policy trends, and technological tools increase
their career prospects. Learning additional skills such as data analysis,
foreign languages, or digital communication can enhance employability.

Is a Political Science Degree Worth It in
Today’s Job Market?

The answer depends largely on your goals, interests, and how you leverage
your education.

Passion Meets Practical Strategy

If you are passionate about understanding political systems, societal change,
and public affairs, a political science degree offers intellectual
fulfillment and a foundation for impactful work. However, pairing passion
with strategic career planning is crucial.



Combining Majors or Minors

Many students choose to double major or minor in complementary fields such as
economics, statistics, international relations, or communications. This
approach broadens skill sets and opens more doors.

Networking and Professional Development

Building connections through internships, student organizations, and
professional associations can transform a political science degree into a
powerful career springboard. The “useless degree” label often fades when
graduates actively engage with their field.

Real-Life Success Stories That Challenge the
Political Science Degree Useless Myth

Numerous political science alumni have gone on to thrive in diverse and
rewarding careers. From influential politicians and policy analysts to
corporate leaders and journalists, these examples highlight the practical
value of the degree.

From Classroom to Capitol Hill

Many members of congress and legislative aides started with political science
degrees, using their academic background to navigate the complexities of
lawmaking and public service.

Influencing Change Through Advocacy

Graduates working in nonprofits or advocacy groups often cite their political
science education as critical to their understanding of issues and ability to
strategize effective campaigns.

Business and Consulting Roles

Consulting firms and corporations increasingly seek individuals who
understand regulatory environments and geopolitical risks — areas where
political science expertise shines.



Final Thoughts: Rethinking the Political
Science Degree Useless Label

The phrase political science degree useless might catch attention, but it
doesn’t reflect the full picture. Like any degree, its value is influenced by
how you use it, the skills you acquire, and the effort you put into building
your career. Rather than being a dead-end, a political science degree can be
a gateway to numerous opportunities — if approached with intention and
adaptability.

So, if you’re considering or currently pursuing political science, focus on
gaining practical experience, developing complementary skills, and networking
strategically. This way, you’ll transform the narrative from “political
science degree useless” to one of empowerment and meaningful impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is a political science degree considered useless in
today's job market?
A political science degree is not useless; it provides critical thinking,
research, and analytical skills valuable in various fields such as law,
public policy, journalism, and international relations. However, its direct
job prospects may require additional qualifications or experience.

What career options are available for someone with a
political science degree?
Graduates with a political science degree can pursue careers in government,
public administration, law, consulting, journalism, international
organizations, non-profits, and academia, among others.

Why do some people believe a political science
degree is useless?
Some perceive a political science degree as useless because it may not lead
directly to high-paying jobs without further education or specialized skills.
The degree is often theoretical, and the job market can be competitive.

How can graduates make a political science degree
more valuable?
Graduates can enhance their degree's value by gaining internships, pursuing
graduate studies, developing skills like data analysis or foreign languages,



networking, and obtaining certifications relevant to their career goals.

Does a political science degree prepare students for
law school or public service?
Yes, a political science degree provides a strong foundation for law school
and careers in public service by developing critical thinking, understanding
of government systems, and policy analysis skills.

Is it better to combine a political science degree
with another field to increase job prospects?
Combining political science with fields like economics, data science,
international relations, or communications can broaden career opportunities
and make graduates more competitive in the job market.

Additional Resources
Political Science Degree Useless: A Critical Examination of Its Value and
Viability

political science degree useless is a phrase that has gained traction in
recent years, especially among students and professionals questioning the
practical worth of this popular social science major. As debates intensify
around the employability of graduates and the applicability of their academic
training, it becomes crucial to examine whether a political science degree
truly holds value or if it is, as some claim, largely ineffective in
preparing graduates for the modern job market. This article delves into the
realities of pursuing a political science degree, exploring its strengths,
limitations, and the broader context in which it operates.

Understanding the Perception of a Political
Science Degree’s Utility

The notion that a political science degree is useless often stems from
concerns related to job prospects, earning potential, and relevance in
today’s technology-driven economy. Unlike degrees in engineering, computer
science, or business, political science is sometimes viewed as an academic
discipline with limited direct career pathways. This perception can be
attributed to several factors, including the abstract nature of political
theories, the broadness of the curriculum, and the competitive landscape of
politics and government-related careers.

However, dismissing the degree as entirely useless overlooks the critical
skills and knowledge it imparts. Political science fosters analytical



thinking, research capabilities, communication skills, and a deep
understanding of governance systems, policy-making, and international
relations. These competencies can be valuable in various professional fields
beyond traditional political roles.

Employment Prospects and Career Pathways

One of the primary reasons why some consider a political science degree
useless is the ambiguity surrounding direct career options. Graduates do not
automatically qualify for highly specialized roles and often face stiff
competition for jobs in government agencies, non-profits, or political
consulting. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment in
political science-related occupations is projected to grow at a modest rate,
reflecting steady but not booming demand.

Despite this, political science graduates often find employment in diverse
sectors such as:

Public administration and policy analysis

Law, including roles as paralegals or pursuing further education to
become attorneys

Journalism and media, focusing on political reporting or analysis

International organizations and NGOs

Corporate government relations and lobbying

The versatility of a political science degree lies in its ability to be
complemented by internships, additional certifications, or graduate studies,
which can significantly enhance employability.

Comparing Political Science with Other Social
Science Degrees

In contrast to degrees such as economics or psychology, which often have
clearer career trajectories and more quantifiable skill sets, political
science occupies a middle ground. It is more theoretical than economics but
more practice-oriented than philosophy or history. This ambiguity can
contribute to the misconception of it being useless.

For example, economics graduates frequently move into finance, data analysis,
or consulting roles, which tend to be lucrative and abundant. Political



science graduates may need to be more proactive and strategic in leveraging
their degree, combining it with skills like data analytics, foreign
languages, or public relations to stand out in the job market.

The Analytical and Critical Thinking Advantage

One of the underappreciated benefits of a political science degree is the
development of critical thinking and analytical skills. Students learn to
evaluate complex political systems, interpret policy impacts, and understand
global interdependencies. These skills are transferable and increasingly
sought after in industries that require strategic decision-making and nuanced
problem-solving.

Employers in sectors such as business intelligence, risk management, and
strategic consulting value political science graduates for their ability to
assess political risks, regulatory environments, and international trends.
This highlights a niche where the degree is far from useless but instead
offers a unique perspective.

The Role of Graduate Education and Specialization

A significant factor influencing the perceived uselessness of a political
science degree is whether graduates pursue further specialization. Many
political science undergraduates find that advancing into master's or
doctoral programs, or professional degrees like law or public administration,
opens doors to higher-paying and more stable jobs.

Graduate education can provide:

Access to specialized knowledge in areas such as international
relations, public policy, or political theory

Stronger professional networks and internships

Improved qualifications for competitive roles in academia, diplomacy, or
intelligence analysis

Without this additional step, some graduates face challenges in
differentiating themselves in a crowded market, which fuels the argument
about the degree’s limited standalone utility.



Financial Considerations and Return on
Investment

Another dimension of the debate is the financial return of a political
science degree. Studies have shown that average starting salaries for
political science graduates tend to be lower than those of graduates in STEM
or business fields. This economic reality contributes to skepticism about the
degree’s value, especially considering the rising costs of higher education.

However, the return on investment (ROI) for political science graduates
varies widely depending on career choices, geographic location, and
individual initiative. Graduates who leverage their skills into careers in
government, law, or international organizations often see substantial long-
term financial and personal rewards.

Balancing Passion and Practicality

The decision to pursue a political science degree often involves weighing
passion against practicality. For students deeply interested in politics,
governance, or social justice, the degree offers intellectual fulfillment and
a foundation for making societal impact. Yet, the practical challenges of job
hunting and salary expectations require careful planning.

To maximize the degree’s usefulness, students are encouraged to:

Engage in internships and real-world political environments early on1.

Develop complementary skills such as data analysis, public speaking, or2.
foreign languages

Network actively with professionals in desired fields3.

Consider graduate education aligned with career goals4.

These actions can transform the political science degree from a perceived
liability into a strategic asset.

Conclusion

While the phrase political science degree useless captures a sentiment shared
by some critics, a nuanced analysis reveals a more complex reality. The
degree’s value depends heavily on individual goals, additional
qualifications, and the ability to translate academic knowledge into



practical skills. Political science is far from inherently useless; rather,
its utility is contingent upon how graduates navigate the evolving
professional landscape and equip themselves for multifaceted roles. In a
world shaped by political dynamics and global interconnections, the insights
gained from a political science education remain relevant and potentially
rewarding.
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  political science degree useless: Four Girls and a Guy Suzanne Jenkins, What happens to
their secrets when five friends who attend the University of Chicago move in together? Alison Saint
decided she couldn’t tolerate dorm life any longer and rented a two-bedroom apartment in Chicago’s
Hyde Park neighborhood. She’s invited three friends to share the space in this introduction to the
Girls in the City series. Edwin shows up later when Laura moves out. Edwin is just a random guy
from school, but he soon falls in love with Alison who’s keeping a secret from her family, and once
hers is out, he’ll be free to share his feelings. But he also has a secret he’s been carrying around
since he was a teen. Laura, a criminal justice major, makes ends meet by taking cash from the guys
she dates. Then, she finally learns who her birth father is and moves to Manhattan after college
graduation to search for him. How much will her life change when she discovers he is one of the
wealthiest men in the country? Joan has one goal after law school, and that’s to join the largest
criminal defense firm in the Mid Atlantic as soon as she passes the bar. One misstep however, a
deputy from the DA’s office in Philadelphia is in love with her and she’s worried being on opposite
sides of the aisle might not be beneficial when it comes time to apply for that job. Will that be
enough to stop her from falling for him? Samantha Karas, medical student, works at the local Greek
bakery part time and when the owner’s brother comes from the old country, the chemistry between
her and the older man is sizzling. The problem; a one nightstand which occurred months before has
the potential be a tinderbox. Meet Alison Saint from the Saints of San Diego, Laura Long from Pam
of Babylon, Samantha Karas from the Greektown Stories, and Joan Greenway from Bittersweets.
Come along as five friends graduating from college embark on the next crazy stage of love and life.
  political science degree useless: The Empty Cradle of Democracy Alexandra Halkias,
2004-09-24 An ethnographic study that shows how similar national and cultural beliefs about
gender, sexuality, and Greekness are the basis of both the public condemnation of abortion and its
prevalence in Greece.
  political science degree useless: Masters of Doom David Kushner, 2004-05-11 Masters of
Doom is the amazing true story of the Lennon and McCartney of video games: John Carmack and
John Romero. Together, they ruled big business. They transformed popular culture. And they
provoked a national controversy. More than anything, they lived a unique and rollicking American
Dream, escaping the broken homes of their youth to co-create the most notoriously successful game
franchises in history—Doom and Quake—until the games they made tore them apart. Americans
spend more money on video games than on movie tickets. Masters of Doom is the first book to
chronicle this industry’s greatest story, written by one of the medium’s leading observers. David
Kushner takes readers inside the rags-to-riches adventure of two rebellious entrepreneurs who came
of age to shape a generation. The vivid portrait reveals why their games are so violent and why their

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-032/files?docid=BIN86-6400&title=political-science-degree-useless.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-088/files?trackid=KYQ26-5845&title=how-to-make-a-penis-cake.pdf


immersion in their brilliantly designed fantasy worlds offered them solace. And it shows how they
channeled their fury and imagination into products that are a formative influence on our culture,
from MTV to the Internet to Columbine. This is a story of friendship and betrayal, commerce and
artistry—a powerful and compassionate account of what it’s like to be young, driven, and wildly
creative. “To my taste, the greatest American myth of cosmogenesis features the maladjusted,
antisocial, genius teenage boy who, in the insular laboratory of his own bedroom, invents the
universe from scratch. Masters of Doom is a particularly inspired rendition. Dave Kushner chronicles
the saga of video game virtuosi Carmack and Romero with terrific brio. This is a page-turning,
mythopoeic cyber-soap opera about two glamorous geek geniuses—and it should be read while
scarfing down pepperoni pizza and swilling Diet Coke, with Queens of the Stone Age cranked up all
the way.”—Mark Leyner, author of I Smell Esther Williams
  political science degree useless: The Bride Next Door Hope Ramsay, 2018-04-03 USA Today
bestselling author Hope Ramsay proves that love arrives when we least expect it. Courtney Wallace
loves her job as a wedding planner, but she's almost given up on her own happily-ever-after. She
certainly doesn't it expect to find it with Matthew Lyndon, the hotshot lawyer she overhears taking a
bet to seduce her. She's not amused by the challenge, but she decides to play along--after all, what
better way to beat him at his own game? Matt never intended to take the bet seriously. And moving
next door wasn't part of his strategy to win-it was just a happy coincidence-but the more he gets to
know Courtney, the more intrigued he becomes. When fun and games turn into something real, will
these two decide they're in it to win it?
  political science degree useless: All the Days After Carrie Thorne, Former SEAL. Warm,
whiskey eyes. Irresistible grin... And, her best friend's heartbreaker brother. “Just promise me one
thing... Don’t sleep with my brother.” No problem, right? Sophie Jones has worked dang hard to get
her life together after a rough start. She's got it all and wants to keep it that way as she settles into
her new job in her new, serene hometown of Foothills, Washington where she can live the quiet life
of an accountant... far from her vile, money-grubbing aunt. Trouble is the last thing Sophie wants.
Home from the Navy, former SEAL Asher Sutherland is not the guy he used to be. Although, he
doesn’t have a clue who he is now. The one thing Asher knows for sure is that he wants Sophie. One
problem. In his wilder days, Asher carelessly broke the hearts of his sister’s friends on too many
occasions. Neither Asher nor Sophie is willing to hurt Pippa (especially as she's gone a little
bridezilla in the days before her wedding!). But, resisting the attraction may prove to be more
challenging that either can withstand. Settle in with a soothing cup of coffee and watch the sunrise
in this tempting, satisfying contemporary romance set in the Cascade Foothills in the heart of the
Pacific Northwest.
  political science degree useless: Unmaking the Public University Christopher Newfield,
2011-04-30 An essential American dream—equal access to higher education—was becoming a reality
with the GI Bill and civil rights movements after World War II. But this vital American promise has
been broken. Christopher Newfield argues that the financial and political crises of public
universities are not the result of economic downturns or of ultimately valuable restructuring, but of
a conservative campaign to end public education’s democratizing influence on American society.
Unmaking the Public University is the story of how conservatives have maligned and restructured
public universities, deceiving the public to serve their own ends. It is a deep and revealing analysis
that is long overdue. Newfield carefully describes how this campaign operated, using extensive
research into public university archives. He launches the story with the expansive vision of an
equitable and creative America that emerged from the post-war boom in college access, and traces
the gradual emergence of the anti-egalitarian “corporate university,” practices that ranged from
racial policies to research budgeting. Newfield shows that the culture wars have actually been an
economic war that a conservative coalition in business, government, and academia have waged on
that economically necessary but often independent group, the college-educated middle class.
Newfield’s research exposes the crucial fact that the culture wars have functioned as a kind of
neutron bomb, one that pulverizes the social and culture claims of college grads while leaving their



technical expertise untouched. Unmaking the Public University incisively sets the record straight,
describing a forty-year economic war waged on the college-educated public, and awakening us to a
vision of social development shared by scientists and humanists alike.
  political science degree useless: Ethical Theory Russ Shafer-Landau, 2012-06-20 The second
edition of Ethical Theory: An Anthology features a comprehensive collection of more than 80 essays
from classic and contemporary philosophers that address questions at the heart of moral philosophy.
Brings together 82 classic and contemporary pieces by renowned philosophers, from seminal works
by Hume and Kant to contemporary views by Derek Parfit, Susan Wolf, Judith Jarvis Thomson, and
many more Features updates and the inclusion of a new section on feminist ethics, along with a
general introduction and section introductions by Russ Shafer-Landau Guides readers through key
areas in ethical theory including consequentialism, deontology, contractarianism, and virtue ethics
Includes underrepresented topics such as moral knowledge, moral standing, moral responsibility,
and ethical particularism
  political science degree useless: Palestinian Citizens in Israel Manar H. Makhoul, 2020-03-02
This book uses the methodology of sociology and literary studies to come to terms with the reality of
Palestinian citizens of Israel across several generations. It explores the evolution of Palestinian
identity from one that struggled for independence and self-determination up to 1948, to one that
now presses the call for civil rights and civic equality. What were the forces that shaped this
transformation over six decades?a Traditional sociological research on this community focusses on
the structural relationships between Israel and its Palestinian citizens. Primarily concerned with the
political discourse and activism of this community, it mostly makes use of party agendas, voting
patterns and opinion polls as primary indicators. In contrast, this book focuses on the Palestinian
voice, through an analysis of the 75 novels published by Palestinian citizens of Israel from 1948 to
2010. Paying attention to processes that are internal to this community, the author identifies the
intellectual and ideological forces that drove major social and political transformations in this
community over this period.
  political science degree useless: False association and its remedy; or, A critical introduction
to the late Charles Fourier's theory of attractive industry, and the moral harmony of the passions. To
which is prefixed, a memoir of Fourier Hugh DOHERTY (Miscellaneous Writer.), 1841
  political science degree useless: Circular of Information of the Bureau of Education, for ...
United States. Office of Education, 1887
  political science degree useless: The Study of History in American Colleges and Universities
Herbert Baxter Adams, 1887
  political science degree useless: Circular of Information USA. Bureau of Education, 1887
  political science degree useless: Hello I Want to Die Please Fix Me: Depression in the
First Person Anna Mehler Paperny, 2020-03-31 An engrossing memoir-meets-investigative report
that takes a fresh, frank look at how we treat depression. Depression is a havoc-wreaking illness that
masquerades as personal failing and hijacks your life. After a major suicide attempt in her early
twenties, Anna Mehler Paperny resolved to put her reporter’s skills to use to get to know her enemy,
setting off on a journey to understand her condition, the dizzying array of medical treatments on
offer, and a medical profession in search of answers. Charting the way depression wrecks so many
lives, she maps competing schools of therapy, pharmacology, cutting-edge medicine, the pill-popping
pitfalls of long-term treatment, the glaring unknowns and the institutional shortcomings that both
patients and practitioners are up against. She interviews leading medical experts across the US and
Canada, from psychiatrists to neurologists, brain-mapping pioneers to family practitioners, and
others dabbling in strange hypotheses—and shares compassionate conversations with fellow
sufferers. Hello I Want to Die Please Fix Me tracks Anna’s quest for knowledge and her desire to get
well. Impeccably reported, it is a profoundly compelling story about the human spirit and the myriad
ways we treat (and fail to treat) the disease that accounts for more years swallowed up by disability
than any other in the world. If you or someone you know is struggling with suicidal thoughts, help is
available. Contact the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255.



  political science degree useless: Explorations in Government W.J.M. Mackenzie, 1975-06-18
  political science degree useless: False Association and Its Remedy; Or, A Critical
Introduction to the Late Charles Fourier's Theory of Attractive Industry, and the Moral
Harmony of the Passions Hugh Doherty, 1841
  political science degree useless: Parameters , 1998
  political science degree useless: Theories of Human Nature, and, Human Nature: A
Reader Joel J. Kupperman, 2012-03-01 Now available together as a set for a discounted price:
Theories of Human Nature, with, Human Nature: A Reader, by Joel J. Kupperman. On Theories of
Human Nature:A very fine book on human nature, both what it is and what philosophers have
thought about it--philosophers in an inclusive sense, from Plato and Aristotle to Mengzi and Xunzi,
from Hume and Kant to Ibn al-Arabi to Marx and Rousseau and including many others. The writing is
lively and accessible, the philosophy insightful, and the sense of human possibilities conveyed
admirable. It will fit nicely into many different sorts of classes. --John Perry, Stanford University On
Nature: A Reader: This anthology provides a set of distinctive, influential views that explore the
mysteries of human nature from a variety of perspectives.
  political science degree useless: The Catholic University Bulletin , 1895
  political science degree useless: The Catholic University Bulletin Catholic University of
America, 1895
  political science degree useless: Teacher, Don't Teach Me Nonsense Kehinde Bamigbetan,
2006
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