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Finland in Second World War: A Tale of Resilience and Strategic Survival

finland in second world war is a fascinating chapter in the broader tapestry of World War Il history.
Unlike many other European nations engulfed by the conflict, Finland's experience was marked by a
unique blend of resilience, strategic diplomacy, and fierce military resistance. Situated on the
northeastern frontier of Europe, Finland found itself caught between the ambitions of two colossal
powers: Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. This article delves into the complex and gripping story of
Finland during the Second World War, exploring how this small Nordic nation navigated the turbulent
waters of global conflict.

The Background: Finland Before the War

Before diving into Finland’s role in the Second World War, it's essential to understand the country’s
geopolitical situation in the late 1930s. After gaining independence from Russia in 1917, Finland was
a young nation striving to establish itself on the international stage. The scars of the Finnish Civil War
(1918) were still fresh, and the country was wary of its vast eastern neighbor, the Soviet Union.

The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of 1939, a non-aggression treaty between Nazi Germany and the Soviet
Union, secretly included protocols dividing Eastern Europe into spheres of influence. Finland fell under
the Soviet sphere, setting the stage for the conflict that would soon engulf it.

Finland in Second World War: The Winter War
(1939-1940)

Outbreak of Hostilities

The Winter War is arguably the most famous episode involving Finland in the Second World War. It
began on November 30, 1939, when the Soviet Union launched a massive invasion of Finland. The
Soviets aimed to secure territory near Leningrad (now Saint Petersburg) and create a buffer zone
against potential attacks.

Despite being vastly outnumbered and outgunned, the Finnish forces mounted a tenacious defense.
The Finnish army utilized guerrilla tactics, superior knowledge of the terrain, and the harsh winter

conditions to their advantage. The legendary "Motti" tactics, which involved encircling and isolating
Soviet units in the dense forests, became a hallmark of Finnish resistance.

International Sympathy and Limited Support

The world watched with sympathy as Finland fought valiantly against the Soviet behemoth.



Volunteers from various countries, including Sweden, Norway, and even the United States, traveled to
Finland to assist in the defense effort. However, international aid was limited, and Finland largely had
to rely on its own resources.

Despite their bravery and tactical ingenuity, the Finns were ultimately forced to cede territory in the
Moscow Peace Treaty of March 1940. The Soviet Union annexed parts of Karelia, Finland’s industrial
heartland, and other strategic areas.

The Interim Peace: A Nation Preparing for the Storm

The period between the Winter War and the Continuation War (1940-1941) was one of uneasy calm
for Finland. The loss of territory was a bitter pill, and the Finnish government understood that the
Soviet threat was far from over. During this time, Finland sought to rebuild its military and explore
diplomatic options.

Finland’s position was precarious. While officially neutral, the country found itself leaning toward
Germany, which was preparing for its own conflict with the Soviet Union. This alignment was born out
of necessity rather than ideology—Finland needed a powerful ally to counterbalance Soviet
aggression.

Finland in Second World War: The Continuation War
(1941-1944)

Alliance with Nazi Germany

The Continuation War refers to Finland’s military campaign alongside Germany against the Soviet
Union, which began in June 1941 following Germany’s launch of Operation Barbarossa. Finland’s
primary goal was to regain the territories lost in the Moscow Peace Treaty and secure its sovereignty.

Although Finland was not a formal Axis power, it cooperated closely with German forces. This
cooperation included joint military operations and sharing intelligence. However, Finland maintained a
degree of independence, refusing to participate in the Holocaust and other Nazi war crimes.

Military Campaigns and Key Battles

Finnish troops managed to recapture lost territories and even pushed beyond the 1939 borders,
advancing into Eastern Karelia. The Finnish army’s mobility and knowledge of the terrain once again
played crucial roles in their successes.

However, the war took a heavy toll. The harsh conditions of the northern front, combined with Soviet
counteroffensives, led to significant casualties on both sides. The Siege of Leningrad, though primarily
a German operation, was partially influenced by Finnish positions along the front.



Diplomatic Challenges and War Fatigue

As the war dragged on, Finland faced increasing pressure from the Allies and the Soviet Union to
cease hostilities. The turning tide of the war, especially after the Soviet victories in 1943-44, made
Finland’s position increasingly untenable.

The Finnish leadership sought ways to negotiate peace while preserving their country’s
independence. This delicate balancing act was complicated by the continuing presence of German
troops on Finnish soil.

The Lapland War and Finland’s Exit from the Conflict

Turning Against Former Allies

In September 1944, Finland signed the Moscow Armistice with the Soviet Union, effectively ending the
Continuation War. One of the armistice conditions was that Finland expel German forces from its
territory, leading to the Lapland War (1944-1945).

The Lapland War was a brutal and destructive campaign fought in the northernmost parts of Finland.
Finnish troops engaged retreating German forces who scorched the landscape as they withdrew,
devastating towns and infrastructure.

Post-War Realities

By April 1945, the Lapland War concluded with the complete expulsion of German troops. Finland had
managed to maintain its independence, but at a high cost. The country lost significant territory, paid
heavy war reparations to the Soviet Union, and faced restrictions on its military and foreign policy.

Legacy of Finland in Second World War

Finland’s experience in the Second World War stands out for its complexity and resilience. Unlike
many nations, Finland fought two separate wars against the Soviet Union with a brief interlude of
uneasy peace. The country skillfully navigated alliances, military challenges, and diplomatic pressures
to survive one of the most turbulent periods in modern history.

The Winter War and Continuation War shaped Finnish national identity, fostering a strong sense of
unity and determination. The conflict also influenced Finland’s post-war foreign policy, leading to a
period known as “Finlandization,” where Finland maintained neutrality while accommodating Soviet
interests.



Lessons from Finland’s Wartime Experience

For those interested in military history or international relations, Finland’s role in the Second World
War offers several valuable insights:

e Strategic use of terrain: Finland’s effective use of its harsh winter environment and dense
forests was crucial in offsetting Soviet numerical superiority.

e Importance of national unity: The Finnish people’s cohesion and morale were decisive
factors in sustaining resistance during both wars.

» Diplomatic agility: Finland’s ability to negotiate peace and navigate shifting alliances without
losing sovereignty is a remarkable example of small-state diplomacy.

Finland’s story during the Second World War is a testament to how determination, strategy, and
diplomacy can intersect to preserve a nation’s independence against overwhelming odds. This
chapter remains a source of pride and reflection for Finns and offers enduring lessons for the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Finland play in the Second World War?

Finland fought primarily against the Soviet Union during the Second World War, first in the Winter War
(1939-1940) and then in the Continuation War (1941-1944), while seeking to maintain its
independence and territorial integrity.

What was the Winter War and why did it start?

The Winter War was a conflict between Finland and the Soviet Union from November 1939 to March
1940. It started when the Soviet Union invaded Finland after failed negotiations over territorial
concessions, aiming to secure its northwestern border.

How did Finland manage to resist the Soviet invasion during
the Winter War?

Finland utilized guerrilla tactics, knowledge of the harsh winter terrain, and highly motivated troops to
effectively resist the much larger Soviet forces, gaining international sympathy despite ultimately
ceding some territory in the Moscow Peace Treaty.

What was the Continuation War and how was Finland
involved?

The Continuation War (1941-1944) was fought between Finland and the Soviet Union, with Finland
aligning itself with Germany to regain lost territories from the Winter War and to resist further Soviet



advances.

Did Finland officially join the Axis Powers during World War II?

Finland was not an official member of the Axis Powers but was a co-belligerent with Nazi Germany
against the Soviet Union, maintaining its own war aims and command structure.

How did the Second World War affect Finland's territorial
borders?

As a result of the Winter War and Continuation War, Finland ceded significant territory, including parts
of Karelia, to the Soviet Union, and had to evacuate over 400,000 Finns from these areas.

What was the outcome of Finland's involvement in the Second
World War?

Finland preserved its sovereignty but had to sign an armistice with the Soviet Union in 1944, leading
to territorial losses, war reparations, and a policy of neutrality during the Cold War period.

How is Finland's role in the Second World War remembered
today?

Finland's role is remembered with pride for its resistance during the Winter War and efforts to
maintain independence, while also acknowledging the complex alliance with Germany and the difficult
post-war concessions.

Additional Resources

Finland in Second World War: Navigating Conflict Between Giants

finland in second world war represents a complex and often underexplored chapter of the global
conflict that reshaped the 20th century. Positioned at the crossroads between the Soviet Union and
Nazi Germany, Finland found itself entangled in a series of military and political struggles that would
define its national identity and geopolitical stance for decades. This article delves into Finland’s
multifaceted role during the Second World War, examining the strategic decisions, military
campaigns, and diplomatic maneuvers that characterized its wartime experience.

Historical Context: Finland’s Geopolitical Position

Finland declared its independence from Russia in 1917, but tensions with the Soviet Union remained
high throughout the interwar years. By the late 1930s, the expansionist ambitions of Joseph Stalin's
government posed an imminent threat to Finnish sovereignty. The Winter War (1939-1940) was the
first major military engagement between Finland and the Soviet Union during the period known as the
Second World War. This conflict arose primarily from Soviet demands for territorial concessions, which
Finland refused, triggering an invasion.



The Winter War: Defiance Against the Soviet Onslaught

The Winter War stands as a seminal event when discussing Finland in second world war history.
Despite facing a vastly superior Soviet military force—in terms of manpower, equipment, and
resources—Finnish troops leveraged their knowledge of the harsh terrain and winter conditions to
mount a fierce resistance. The Soviet Red Army initially underestimated Finnish capabilities, suffering
heavy losses during battles such as the Battle of Suomussalmi and the defense of the Mannerheim
Line.

However, after months of intense fighting and international isolation, Finland was compelled to sign
the Moscow Peace Treaty in March 1940, ceding approximately 11% of its territory to the Soviet
Union. This treaty preserved Finnish independence but left the nation vulnerable to further
aggression.

The Interim Peace and Shifting Alliances

The aftermath of the Winter War forced Finland into a precarious position. The nation sought to
recover lost territories and secure its sovereignty, which led to a controversial alignment with Nazi
Germany. This period, often referred to as the Interim Peace (1940-1941), saw Finland rearming and
preparing for potential renewed conflict with the Soviet Union.

Finland’s strategic calculus was influenced by the broader context of the Second World War,
particularly Germany’s Operation Barbarossa—the invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941. Finland
saw an opportunity to regain its lost lands by cooperating with German forces, albeit without formally
becoming a member of the Axis powers.

Continuation War: Finland’s Complex Alliance and
Military Campaigns

The Continuation War (1941-1944) followed quickly after the Interim Peace, marking Finland’s
renewed conflict with the Soviet Union. This phase illustrates the intricate balancing act Finland
maintained between military necessity and political pragmatism.

Military Operations and Tactics

During the Continuation War, Finnish forces, alongside German troops, advanced into previously lost
territories and even further into Soviet Karelia. The Finnish military employed guerrilla tactics,
intimate knowledge of the terrain, and superior winter warfare skills to regain ground. Despite these
efforts, Finland was cautious not to overextend its cooperation with Germany, maintaining a degree of
operational independence.

The war also saw significant civilian hardships, including population displacement and resource
scarcity, yet Finnish morale remained relatively high due to the perceived goal of reclaiming national
territory.



Diplomatic Challenges and International Perception

Finland’s association with Nazi Germany complicated its international standing. While Western powers
such as Britain declared war on Finland in 1941, the United States maintained a more neutral stance.
The Finnish government walked a diplomatic tightrope, emphasizing its defensive motivations and
desire to preserve independence rather than endorsing Nazi ideology.

This nuanced position helped Finland avoid occupation or total defeat, but also meant it could not rely
on substantial external aid, further isolating the country.

The Lapland War and Finland’s Shift in Allegiance

By 1944, the tide of war had turned decisively against Germany and its co-belligerents. Soviet
advances pressured Finland into negotiating an armistice, which included the condition that Finland
expel German forces from its territory, leading to the Lapland War (1944-1945).

Expulsion of German Troops

The Lapland War was primarily fought in northern Finland, where German troops had established a
strong presence. The conflict involved strategic withdrawals and scorched-earth tactics by retreating
German forces, causing significant destruction to Lapland’s infrastructure and environment.

Finland’s successful expulsion of German troops fulfilled the armistice requirements and allowed the
country to avoid Soviet occupation. However, this phase underscored Finland’s complex wartime
position—initially aligned with Germany, then fighting against them to maintain sovereignty.

Implications and Legacy of Finland in Second World
War

The experience of Finland in second world war conditions had lasting impacts on the nation’s military
doctrine, foreign policy, and national psyche. Finland’s ability to resist a powerful adversary like the
Soviet Union, albeit with territorial concessions, became a symbol of resilience and tactical ingenuity.

Military Innovations and Lessons Learned

Finnish military tactics during the Winter and Continuation Wars emphasized mobility, adaptability,
and effective use of limited resources. These lessons influenced post-war defense strategies,
including the development of a robust conscription system and territorial defense doctrine.



Post-War Geopolitics and the “Finlandization” Phenomenon

Following the war, Finland pursued a policy of neutrality, carefully balancing relations between the
Soviet Union and the Western bloc. This approach, often termed “Finlandization,” involved
concessions that preserved Finland’s democratic institutions while avoiding provocation of its
powerful neighbor.

This unique geopolitical stance allowed Finland to rebuild economically and politically, setting a
precedent for small states navigating the pressures of Cold War superpowers.

Comparative Perspective: Finland and Other Small States in
WWwII

Compared to other small nations caught between Axis and Allied forces, Finland’s wartime experience
was distinctive. Unlike countries that were fully occupied or annexed, Finland managed to maintain its
sovereignty through complex diplomacy and effective military resistance. This outcome contrasts with
nations such as Poland or the Baltic states, which suffered occupation and loss of independence for
extended periods.

* Pros of Finland’s WWII Strategy: Maintained sovereignty, regained some territory,
preserved democratic governance.

e Cons: Territorial losses, civilian hardships, controversial association with Nazi Germany.

The balancing act Finland performed during the Second World War remains a subject of scholarly
interest and debate, illustrating the difficult choices faced by smaller states in global conflicts.

Finland’s wartime story is more than a mere footnote in the history of the Second World War; it is a
testament to strategic pragmatism and national resilience under extreme geopolitical pressure. The
legacy of this period continues to influence Finland’s defense policies and international relations well
into the 21st century.
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Civil War, and ever since the communist leaders cast envious eyes toward their former domain; only
waiting for a chance to invade. With the rise of Hitler’s Germany the face of Europe changed,
agreements were reached between the Soviets and the Nazis in brutally dividing up a
nigh-defenceless and the detente culminated in the Non-Aggression Pact of 1939. This gave Stalin
and his cohorts a chance to expand their borders, whilst Hitler looked west at France and Britain, by
launching an attack directed to recapture their former Grand Duchy. Thus started Finland'’s
participation in the Second World War. This book eloquently recounts the stubborn resistance of the
Finns against the Soviet attack during the Winter War, the horrific siege of Leningrad and the Finns
brave bid to retain its independence from Soviet dominance. The manuscript for the book was
smuggled out of Soviet controlled Finland in late 1945, it was passed to Professor Wuorinen who
skilfully edited and annotated the work into its present form. A fascinating sidelight on a little known
corner of the brutal Second World War.

finland in second world war: Finland in the Second World War Olli Vehvilainen,
2002-05-10 This book describes the struggle for power between two totalitarian dictatorships in the
north of Europe and the battle for survival of a small nation caught between them. In the Winter War
of 1939-1940 Finland successfully fought off a Soviet invasion. Then, with none to turn to but
Germany, it became the only democratic state on the Axis side. Ultimately, it succeeded in
extricating itself from the war and, despite the shadow of Russia looming over it, averted a
Communist takeover.

finland in second world war: Finland in World War II, 2011-11-25 This volume brings
together a rich array of original contributions - hitherto unavailable in English - on Finland during
World War IT and the place of the war in Finnish collective memory. Providing readers with a solid
narrative of the war's political and military framework from a Finnish perspective, this volume also
offers well-argued analyses of the ideological, social and cultural aspects of a society at war. As part
of the complex legacy of the war it discusses the 'Karelian question' and the Holocaust in Finnish
public memory, topics often neglected in international scholarship. Besides a historical narrative,
this volume, with its thorough introduction, also reveals to readers the history and current state of
Finnish historiography of World War II. Contributors are Outi Fingerroos, Sonja Hagelstam, Antero
Holmila, Markku Jokisipila, Michael Jonas, Marianne Junila, Tiina Kinnunen, Ville Kivimaki, Helene
Laurent, Henrik Meinander, Tenho Pimia, Oula Silvennoinen, Tuomas Tepora, and Pasi Tuunainen.

finland in second world war: Neither Stalin Nor Hitler Jukka Tarkka, 1991 SCOTT (Copy 1):
From the John Holmes Library collection.

finland in second world war: Finland in the Second World War Leonard Lundin, 1957

finland in second world war: Unknown Conflicts of the Second World War Chris Murray,
2019-01-10 Unknown Conflicts of the Second World War: Forgotten Fronts is a collection of chapters
dealing with various overlooked aspects of the Second World War. The aim is to give greater depth
and context to the war by introducing new stories about regions of the world and elements of the
war rarely considered. These chapters represent new discussions on previously undeveloped
narratives that help to expand our understanding of the interconnectedness of the war. It also
provides an expanded view of the war as a mosaic of overlapping conflicts rather than a two-sided
affair between massive alliance structures. The Second World War saw revolutions, civil wars, social
upheaval, subversion, and major geopolitical policy shifts that do not fit neatly into the Allied vs. Axis
1939-1945 paradigm. This aim is to connect the unseen dots from around the globe that influenced
the big turning points we think we know well but have really only a superficial understanding of and
in so doing shed new light on the scope and influence of the war.

finland in second world war: The History of Finland Jason E. Lavery, 2006-09-30 Finland
has occupied the political, religious, cultural and economic border between eastern and western
Europe since prehistoric times. Despite its peripheral location, the country has found itself in the
mainstream of developments that created modern Europe, such as nationalism, world wars,
industrialization, and the current political and economic integration. The first evidence of human life
in Finland began sometime in the millennium 7,000-8,000 B.C. when small, tribal groups populated



the area. In 1155, Finland became a part of the Swedish kingdom, when most of the Finnish
peninsula came under the rule of the Swedish king. Finland was annexed to Russia as a result of
wars between the Swedish king and Russian rulers in 1809, bringing about the Age of Autonomy or
Imperial Era. The Age of Independence came when Finland's leaders declared the country's political
independence in 1917 as a result of turmoil in Russia after World War I. Finland, along with several
newly independent countries, had to find its place in the new Europe. The country not only did that,
but created a secure and prosperous country during times of turmoil. It has emerged into a place of
privilege, with high levels of prosperity, cultural achievements, and social peace. Ideal for students
and general readers, the History of Finland is part of Greenwood's Histories of Modern Nations
series. With over thirty nation's histories in print, these books provide readers with a concise,
up-to-date history of countries throughout the world. Reference features include a biographical
section highlighting notable figures in Finland's history, a timeline of important historical events,
and a bibliographical essay.

finland in second world war: Historical Dictionary of Finland Titus Hjelm, George Maude,
2021-08-15 Finland was part of Sweden until 1809, it then became a Grand Duchy of the Russian
Empire until it declared its independence on December 6, 1917. From these humble beginnings,
Finland has emerged as an important player in the European Union and the world. Historical
Dictionary of Finland, Third Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 300 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities as well as aspects of the country’s politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and
culture. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know
more about Finland.

finland in second world war: The Routledge Economic History of War Jari Eloranta,
Jeremy Land, Elina Kuorelahti, Price Fishback, 2025-05-30 The Routledge Economic History of War
presents a broad overview of the latest research on the long-lasting changes and effects that
collapsing security in international relations has had on the world’s economies and societies.
Arranged around five key themes - Fiscal and Military Capacity, Military Spending, Economic
Effects of War, War and Institutions, and Business and War - this handbook features contributions
from an international range of scholars, on varying methodological approaches, theories, and
geographical arenas. Encompassing a range of disciplinary approaches, the main focus is on how
economic history can provide insights into the societal impact of war, addressing issues such as how
war preparations and arms races affect government spending, the direct economic effects of war,
and how societies adjust to the economic realities of rearmament and recovery. This volume also
explores whether wars change or alter institutions such as governments, religion, and democracy. It
also looks at what lessons we can learn from the past about military spending, state capacity, and
the effects of war on both individual societies and global cooperation. Ultimately, this book provides
a broad overview of the methodological, geographical, and multidisciplinary range of the economic
history of war and demonstrates how war, economics, institutions, and society are inextricably
linked throughout history.

finland in second world war: The Second World War Teddy J. Uldricks, 2023-08-02 This work
provides a comprehensive and balanced analysis of the Second World War in all its aspects -
military, diplomatic, political, economic, social, and ecological. It explores the complex origins of the
conflict in Europe and in the Far East as well as its lasting impact on the postwar world. It pays
special attention to the fighting in Russia and China. It also examines the ideological struggle at the
heart of this war between autarkic fascism and militarism on one side and liberal, democratic
capitalism on the other. The author recounts the ideas and actions of political leaders and generals
as well as the experiences of soldiers, sailors, POWs, defense plant workers, sex slaves, and other
ordinary people caught up in the horror of war. He examines World War II as a total war that
required the total mobilization of societies and economies to achieve battlefield success. The reader
is also introduced to debates among historians concerning key aspects of the war including
appeasement, the fall of France, and the impact of strategic bombing, the Holocaust, the role of



Emperor Hirohito and more. Each chapter includes a number of thought provoking questions to
enhance the reader’s understanding and stimulate discussion.

finland in second world war: The Foreign Office and Finland Craig Gerrard, 2004-10-10
The actions and decisions of the Northern Department of the Foreign Office at a time of great
international tension and conflict

finland in second world war: Finland at War Vesa Nenye, Peter Munter, Toni Wirtanen,
Chris Birks, 2015-09-20 The story of the 'Winter War' between Finland and Soviet Russia is a
dramatic David versus Goliath encounter. When close to half a million Soviet troops poured into
Finland in 1939 it was expected that Finnish defences would collapse in a matter of weeks. But they
held firm. The Finns not only survived the initial attacks but succeeded in inflicting devastating
casualties before superior Russian numbers eventually forced a peace settlement. This is a
rigorously detailed and utterly compelling guide to Finland's vital, but almost forgotten role in the
cataclysmic World War II. It reveals the untold story of iron determination, unparalleled skill and
utter mastery of winter warfare that characterised Finland's fight for survival on the hellish Eastern
Front. Now publishing in paperback, Finland at War: The Winter War 1939-40 is the premiere
English-language history of the fighting performance of the Finns, drawing on first-hand accounts
and rare photographs to explain just how they were able to perform military feats that nearly defy
belief.

finland in second world war: Finland's War of Choice Henrik O. Lunde, 2020-01-10 A selection
of the Military Book Club: A solid operational analysis from an established scholar of the
Scandinavian theater ( Publishers Weekly). This book describes the odd coalition between Germany
and Finland in World War II and their joint military operations from 1941 to 1945. In stark contrast
to the numerous books on the shorter and less bloody Winter War, which represented a gallant fight
of a democratic David against a totalitarian Goliath and caught the imagination of the world, the
story of Finland fighting alongside a Goliath of its own has not brought pride to that nation and was
a period many Finns would rather forget. A prologue brings the reader up to speed by briefly
examining the difficult history of Finland, from its separation from the Soviet Union in 1917 to its
isolation after being bludgeoned in 1939-40. It then examines both Finnish and German motives for
forming a coalition against the USSR, and how—as logical as a common enemy would seem—the
lack of true planning and preparation would doom the alliance. In this book, Henrik Lunde, a former
US Special Operations colonel and author of Hitler's Pre-emptive War: The Battle for Norway, 1940,
once again fills a profound gap in our understanding of World War II.

finland in second world war: A Short History of Finland Fred Singleton, 1998-10 Finland
has often been ignored or misunderstood by the English-speaking world and this work presents the
reader with a readable and authoritative introduction to the life of the Finns and the position of their
country in the modern world. The book explains how a small nation, placed in an unfavorable
geopolitical situation, won its independence and eventually achieved a high material standard of
living together with an enviable degree of social and political stability by adapting itself to the
realities of life in an unpromising environment. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

finland in second world war: The Soviet Invasion of Finland, 1939-40 Carl Van Dyke,
2013-01-11 Western accounts of the Soviet-Finnish war have been reliant on Western sources. Using
Russian archival and previously classified secondary sources to document the experience of the Red
Army in conflict with Finland, Carl Van Dyke offers a reassessment of the conflict.

finland in second world war: Finland's Holocaust S. Muir, H. Worthen, 2013-06-13 Finland's
Holocaust considers antisemitism and the figure of the Holocaust in today's Finland. Taking up a
range of issues - from cultural history, folklore, and sports, to the interpretation of military and
national history - this collection examines how the writing of history has engaged and evaded the
figure of the Holocaust.

finland in second world war: 200 Years of Peace Nevra Biltekin, Leos Miller, Magnus
Petersson, 2022-07-18 Since 1814 Sweden has avoided involvement in armed conflicts and carried
out policies of non-alignment in peacetime and neutrality during war. Even though the Swedish




government often describes Sweden as a ‘nation of peace’, in 2004 the 200-year anniversary of that
peace passed by with barely any attention. Despite its extraordinary longevity, research about the
Swedish experience of enduring peace is underdeveloped. 200 Years of Peace places this long period
of peace in broader academic and public discussions surrounding claimed Swedish exceptionality as
it is represented in the nation’s social policies, expansive welfare state, eugenics, gender equality
programs, and peace.

finland in second world war: Psychology of Aging Aimee Spector, 2017-03-02 The psychology
of aging is an exciting and rapidly-developing field. This volume provides a collection of classic,
original and often widely-cited papers, including some older papers which may be hard to find
through conventional searches. Taken together, they help to address some key questions: what are
the cognitive changes related to aging? Is mental exercise useful? To what extent might intelligence,
education or stimulating mental activities delay or even reduce cognitive symptoms of dementia?
However, the book goes well beyond cognition and addresses social and emotional changes in aging,
as well as looking at how lifestyle factors may be influential in psychological functioning. The section
on the psychology of dementia covers the evolving psychological models, plus innovative types of
psychological interventions. As more people live to an age where they are dependent on others, the
book also considers the stresses on carers and how carers can be supported. Lastly, other aspects of
mental health problems in old-age are addressed, including depression, PTSD and personality
disorder. This collection of intriguing and inspiring papers will liven up the shelves of students,
researchers and academics in the field as well as being a very useful resource for research, teaching
and study.

finland in second world war: Finland'’s Search for Security through Defence, 1944-89 Risto
E.J. Penttila, 1991-06-18 Based on the author's doctoral dissertation at Oxford, this study examines
with a historical perspective the national defence strategy of Finland 1944-1989. The author
explores Finland's dilemma with respect to its geographic position and the Cold War politics
between the US and the USSR.

finland in second world war: The Biosphere Reserve Concept in the Nordic Countries and
Their Cross-border Regions , 1999 Yhteenveto. - Sammanfattning. - Kokkuvdte. - Rezime.
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