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Bone by Fae Myenne Ng: A Deep Dive into Family, Identity, and Memory

bone by fae myenne ng is a powerful debut novel that has captivated readers and critics
alike with its intimate portrayal of a Chinese American family navigating the complexities of
identity, loss, and the immigrant experience. Published in 1993, this work remains
profoundly relevant as it explores themes that resonate across generations and cultures.
Ng’s writing is both tender and unflinching, inviting readers into the intricate dynamics of
familial love and the burdens of history.

Understanding the Core Themes in Bone by Fae
Myenne Ng

At its heart, bone by fae myenne ng is a story about memory and its impact on personal
and collective identity. The novel’s narrative centers on the Lee family, who immigrated
from China to San Francisco’s Chinatown. Ng delves into the ways in which past traumas
and unspoken truths shape the present lives of her characters, particularly through the
perspectives of the two sisters, Ona and Moon.

Family and Intergenerational Conflict

One of the most compelling aspects of bone by fae myenne ng is its exploration of
intergenerational tensions within immigrant families. The Lees embody the clash between
traditional Chinese values and the pressures of assimilation in America. Through the sisters’
differing responses to their heritage and family expectations, Ng examines how cultural
identity is negotiated and sometimes fractured within the family unit.

Memory and Trauma

Memory plays a crucial role in bone, serving both as a source of pain and a means of
understanding. The narrative structure itself weaves past and present, revealing secrets
that have long been buried in the family history. This approach allows Ng to highlight how
trauma, whether from displacement or personal loss, can reverberate across time, affecting
relationships and individual growth.

Fae Myenne Ng’s Writing Style and Narrative
Technique

Ng’s prose in bone is characterized by its lyrical yet restrained quality. She crafts scenes



that are rich in sensory detail, immersing readers in the sights, sounds, and smells of
Chinatown, while also conveying the emotional undercurrents that define the family’s
experience.

Multiple Perspectives and Voice

The novel employs multiple viewpoints, primarily those of Ona and Moon, which adds depth
and complexity to the storytelling. By presenting contrasting inner worlds, Ng allows
readers to see how the same events can be interpreted differently, depending on one’s
age, gender, and place within the family hierarchy.

Symbolism and Motifs

Throughout bone by fae myenne ng, recurring symbols such as bones, shadows, and the
cityscape underscore the themes of mortality, invisibility, and displacement. The title itself
is evocative, suggesting both fragility and the enduring structure beneath the surface,
much like the family’s hidden histories.

The Cultural and Historical Context of Bone

To fully appreciate bone by fae myenne ng, it helps to understand the socio-historical
backdrop against which the story unfolds. The novel captures the lived realities of Chinese
American immigrants during the mid-20th century, a period marked by exclusionary
immigration laws and pervasive racial discrimination.

Chinatown as a Setting

San Francisco’s Chinatown is not just a backdrop but a living, breathing character in the
novel. It represents both a sanctuary and a site of confinement for the Lee family. Ng’s
detailed depiction of this community highlights the vibrancy and resilience of immigrant
life, while also acknowledging the challenges of poverty and marginalization.

Immigration and Assimilation

Bone explores the tension between preserving cultural heritage and adapting to a new
society. The generational divide in the Lee family reflects the broader immigrant
experience, where children born in America often struggle to reconcile their parents’
traditions with their own sense of belonging.



Why Bone by Fae Myenne Ng Resonates Today

Despite being published decades ago, bone by fae myenne ng continues to find relevance
among contemporary readers. Its themes of identity, family, and history are universal,
touching on the human condition in ways that transcend specific cultural contexts.

Representation of Asian American Voices

In a literary landscape historically lacking diverse perspectives, Ng’s novel stands out as a
pioneering work that centers Asian American narratives. It offers insight into the
complexities of bicultural identity, making it a valuable read for anyone interested in
multicultural literature.

Emotional Honesty and Complexity

Ng does not shy away from portraying the imperfections and struggles within families. Her
characters are flawed, sometimes difficult, but always deeply human. This emotional
honesty invites empathy and reflection, encouraging readers to consider their own family
dynamics and histories.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Bone by Fae
Myenne Ng

If you’re approaching bone by fae myenne ng for the first time, here are some suggestions
to enhance your reading experience:

Pay attention to the narrative structure: Notice how the story shifts between
past and present, and how these shifts reveal the layers of memory and trauma.

Reflect on cultural nuances: Consider how cultural values influence the characters’
decisions and relationships.

Engage with the setting: Imagine the sensory details of Chinatown as described by
Ng to better understand the family’s environment.

Think about symbolism: Look for recurring images and motifs that deepen the
thematic resonance of the novel.



Bone’s Place in Asian American Literature

Bone by Fae Myenne Ng is often cited as a seminal work in Asian American literature. Its
honest portrayal of immigrant family life and its lyrical storytelling have inspired a new
generation of writers exploring similar themes.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Authors today continue to draw on Ng’s approach to narrative and character development,
especially in depicting the intricacies of identity and diaspora. Bone’s success paved the
way for more nuanced and varied representations of Asian American experiences in
literature.

Critical Reception and Awards

Upon its release, bone received widespread critical acclaim for its emotional depth and
literary craftsmanship. It won several awards and remains a staple in academic courses
focused on ethnic studies and American literature.

As you delve into bone by fae myenne ng, you’re not just reading a novel—you’re entering
a world rich with history, emotion, and insight. Ng’s storytelling invites us to contemplate
the ties that bind families, the shadows of the past, and the search for self in a world that
often feels divided. It’s a journey well worth taking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Bone' by Fae Myenne Ng?
'Bone' explores themes of family, identity, immigration, and the struggles of Chinese
American communities in San Francisco's Chinatown.

Who is the protagonist in 'Bone' by Fae Myenne Ng?
The protagonist of 'Bone' is Leila, a Chinese American woman grappling with familial
expectations and her own identity.

How does Fae Myenne Ng portray Chinatown in 'Bone'?
Ng portrays Chinatown as a vibrant yet challenging environment, highlighting both its
cultural richness and the socio-economic hardships faced by its residents.



What role does family play in 'Bone'?
Family is central in 'Bone', depicting complex relationships, generational conflicts, and the
impact of past traumas on present dynamics.

How does immigration influence the characters in
'Bone'?
Immigration shapes the characters' identities and experiences, illustrating the tension
between assimilation and preserving cultural heritage.

What narrative style does Fae Myenne Ng use in 'Bone'?
'Bone' employs a lyrical and intimate narrative style, often using first-person perspective to
delve deeply into Leila's emotions and memories.

Are there any significant historical contexts in 'Bone'?
Yes, 'Bone' references historical events affecting Chinese Americans, including immigration
laws and the social dynamics of post-war San Francisco.

How does 'Bone' address themes of trauma and
healing?
'Bone' explores trauma through family secrets and personal struggles, emphasizing the
possibility of healing through understanding and reconciliation.

What is the significance of the title 'Bone'?
The title 'Bone' symbolizes strength, resilience, and the foundational aspects of family and
identity that persist despite hardship.

How has 'Bone' been received by critics and readers?
'Bone' has been praised for its poignant storytelling, rich cultural depiction, and emotional
depth, establishing Fae Myenne Ng as a significant voice in Asian American literature.

Additional Resources
Bone by Fae Myenne Ng: An In-Depth Literary Exploration

bone by fae myenne ng presents a compelling narrative that delves into themes of
identity, family, and cultural dislocation. As a notable work by the acclaimed Asian
American author Fae Myenne Ng, this collection of short stories or novel (depending on the
specific edition referenced) offers a nuanced exploration of the Chinese American
immigrant experience. In this article, we will examine the literary elements, thematic depth,
and cultural significance of bone by fae myenne ng, while contextualizing its place within



contemporary American literature.

Contextual Background and Authorial Voice

Fae Myenne Ng is widely recognized for her sensitive portrayal of Asian American lives,
particularly focusing on the complexities faced by first- and second-generation immigrants.
Bone by Fae Myenne Ng engages with these issues through intimate storytelling that
highlights familial bonds, generational conflict, and the quest for self-understanding. The
author’s background and personal history lend authenticity and emotional depth to her
narratives, making the work a critical reference point for readers interested in multicultural
literature and immigrant narratives.

The title itself, "bone," evokes imagery of structure, support, and the essential framework
that holds families and identities together. The symbolism resonates throughout the stories,
offering a metaphorical lens through which readers can interpret the characters’ struggles
and resilience.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Ng’s prose in bone is characterized by its lyrical subtlety combined with raw emotional
power. The writing style often blends straightforward narration with introspective passages,
creating a rhythm that mirrors the oscillation between external events and internal
reflection. This technique allows readers to engage deeply with the characters’
psychological landscapes.

The narrative perspective frequently shifts across different characters and viewpoints,
providing a multifaceted understanding of the immigrant experience. This polyphonic
approach enhances the thematic complexity, as it exposes contradictions and tensions
within family dynamics and personal identity.

Thematic Exploration

One of the prominent themes in bone by Fae Myenne Ng is the struggle for identity amid
cultural displacement. Characters grapple with reconciling their Chinese heritage with the
pressures of assimilation into American society. This cultural tension manifests in
generational divides, where older family members hold onto traditional values while
younger ones seek to redefine themselves in a new context.

Another key theme is the notion of silence and communication breakdown within families.
Ng explores how unspoken histories and emotional wounds influence relationships, often
leading to misunderstandings and a sense of alienation. Through nuanced dialogue and
internal monologues, bone reveals the complexities of familial love that is both nurturing
and fraught with pain.



Character Development and Psychological Depth

The characters in bone by Fae Myenne Ng are intricately drawn, with their motivations and
flaws laid bare. Ng avoids stereotypes by presenting fully realized individuals whose
experiences reflect broader social realities without reducing them to mere cultural symbols.
This realism enriches the reader’s engagement and empathy.

Psychologically, the characters often exhibit internal conflicts rooted in trauma, memory,
and the search for belonging. Ng’s portrayal of these inner struggles is subtle yet powerful,
emphasizing the resilience required to navigate fractured identities and histories.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Works

To appreciate bone by Fae Myenne Ng fully, it is helpful to consider its place alongside
other works in Asian American literature. Comparisons with authors like Maxine Hong
Kingston or Amy Tan reveal shared thematic concerns such as intergenerational conflict
and cultural hybridity. However, Ng’s approach is distinguished by a more understated
prose style and an emphasis on psychological nuance.

Moreover, bone’s focus on the immigrant family as a site of both tension and strength
aligns it with broader immigrant literature, including works by Jhumpa Lahiri and Viet Thanh
Nguyen. What sets Ng apart is her ability to intertwine personal stories with subtle socio-
political commentary, making bone both a literary and cultural artifact.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: bone by Fae Myenne Ng excels in emotional authenticity and cultural
insight. Its stylistic restraint allows the themes to emerge organically, fostering a
contemplative reading experience. The multidimensional characters and the rich
symbolism contribute to the work’s lasting impact.

Limitations: Some readers may find the narrative pacing slow or the subtlety of the
prose less accessible, particularly those expecting more plot-driven stories.
Additionally, the focus on a specific cultural milieu may limit the immediate relatability
for a broader audience, though this is often a trade-off in culturally specific literature.

Reception and Cultural Impact

Since its publication, bone by Fae Myenne Ng has garnered critical acclaim for its
contribution to Asian American literature and its empathetic portrayal of immigrant
experiences. Literary critics have praised the work for its depth and the skillful blending of



personal and collective histories.

The book has also found relevance in academic settings, where it is used to explore themes
of diaspora, identity formation, and cultural memory. Its inclusion in syllabi across ethnic
studies and literature courses underscores its significance as a text that challenges and
enriches mainstream narratives.

SEO Keywords Integration

When analyzing bone by Fae Myenne Ng, it is important to recognize its status as a seminal
work in Asian American fiction, immigrant narratives, and multicultural literature. Keywords
such as "Fae Myenne Ng books," "Asian American literature," "immigrant family stories,"
and "cultural identity in literature" naturally intersect with discussions about bone.
Furthermore, phrases like "intergenerational conflict," "psychological depth in fiction," and
"literary symbolism in bone" enhance discoverability for readers and researchers seeking
comprehensive insights into this work.

The nuanced portrayal of immigrant struggles and familial bonds makes bone by Fae
Myenne Ng a relevant subject for readers interested in identity politics, diaspora studies,
and contemporary American fiction. Its literary craftsmanship also appeals to those
studying narrative techniques and character development in short stories or novels
centered on cultural themes.

Final Reflections on Bone by Fae Myenne Ng

bone by Fae Myenne Ng stands as a quietly powerful contribution to modern literature,
offering a window into the complexities of cultural identity and family dynamics from an
Asian American perspective. Its literary merit lies not only in the themes it explores but also
in the evocative, restrained prose that invites thoughtful reflection.

For readers and scholars alike, bone provides a textured understanding of the immigrant
experience that transcends stereotypes and invites empathy. The work’s ongoing relevance
in discussions around multiculturalism and identity attests to Fae Myenne Ng’s skill as a
storyteller and cultural commentator.
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lingering conflicts and secrets after her sister's death. We were a family of three girls. By Chinese
standards, that wasn't lucky. In Chinatown, everyone knew our story. Outsiders jerked their chins,
looked at us, shook their heads. We heard things. In this profoundly moving novel, Fae Myenne Ng
takes readers into the hidden heart of San Francisco's Chinatown, to the world of one family's honor,
their secrets, and the lost bones of a paper father. Two generations of the Leong family live in an
uneasy tension as they try to fathom the source of a brave young girl's sorrow. Oldest daughter Leila
tells the story: of her sister Ona, who has ended her young, conflicted life by jumping from the roof
of a Chinatown housing project; of her mother Mah, a seamstress in a garment shop run by a
Chinese Elvis; of Leon, her father, a merchant seaman who ships out frequently; and the family's
youngest, Nina, who has escaped to New York by working as a flight attendant. With Ona and Nina
gone, it is up to Leila to lay the bones of the family's collective guilt to rest, and find some way to
hope again. Fae Myenne Ng's luminous debut explores what it means to be a stranger in one's own
family, a foreigner in one's own neighborhood—and whether it's possible to love a place that may
never feel quite like home.
  bone by fae myenne ng: The Columbia Guide to Asian American Literature Since 1945 Guiyou
Huang, 2006-08-08 The Columbia Guide to Asian American Literature Since 1945
  bone by fae myenne ng: Encyclopedia of Feminist Literature Mary Ellen Snodgrass,
2014-05-14 An accessible one-volume encyclopedia, this addition to the Literary Movements series is
a comprehensive reference guide to the history and development of feminist literature, from early
fairy tales to works by great women writers of today. Hundred
  bone by fae myenne ng: A Study Guide for Faye Myenne Ng's "Bone" Gale, Cengage Learning,
2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Faye Myenne Ng's Bone, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature and Theater
Wenying Xu, 2022-08-15 A Library Journal Best Reference Book of 2022 This book represents the
culmination of over 150 years of literary achievement by the most diverse ethnic group in the United
States. Diverse because this group of ethnic Americans includes those whose ancestral roots branch
out to East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and Western Asia. Even within each of these regions,
there exist vast differences in languages, cultures, religions, political systems, and colonial histories.
From the earliest publication in 1887 to the latest in 2021, this dictionary celebrates the incredibly
rich body of fiction, poetry, memoirs, plays, and children’s literature. Historical Dictionary of Asian
American Literature and Theater, Second Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 700 cross-referenced entries on
genres, major terms, and authors. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and
anyone wanting to know more about this topic.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Immigrant Acts Lisa Lowe, 1996 Argues that understanding Asian
immigration to the United States is fundamental to understanding the racialized economic and
political foundations of the nation. Lowe discusses the contradictions whereby Asians have been
included in the workplaces and markets of the U.S. nation-state, yet, through exclusion laws and
bars from citizenship, have been distanced from the terrain of national culture. In this uniquely
interdisciplinary study, Lowe examines the historical, political, cultural, and aesthetic meanings of
immigration in relation to Asian Americans --back cover.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Visions of Whiteness in Selected Works of Asian American
Literature Klara Szmańko, 2015-03-07 Author Toni Morrison stressed the need to analyze race in
American literature by white authors by shifting focus from the racial object to the racial subject.
Representations of whiteness in certain works by Asian American authors reveal what happens when
the visual dynamics of ethnography are reversed, and those persons often considered as
objects--Asian Americans, other minorities--are allowed to see and judge those who so often objectify
them. This study emphasizes social power structures, the aesthetics of whiteness and



transformational identity politics. Works examined include Maxine Hong Kingston's The Woman
Warrior (1976) and China Men (1980), and The Fifth Book of Peace (2003); Leonard Chang's The
Fruit 'N Food (1996); and, Joy Kogawa's Obasan (1981).
  bone by fae myenne ng: Cultures in Movement Martine Raibaud, Ionut Untea, Micéala
Symington, 2015-02-05 The contributors to this volume encourage a re-thinking of the very notion of
culture by examining the experiences, situations and the representations of those who chose – or
were forced – to change cultures from the nineteenth century to the present day. Beyond a simple
study of migration, forced or otherwise, this collective work also re-examines the model of
integration. As recent entrants into new social settings may be perceived as affecting the
previously-accepted social equilibrium, mechanisms encouraging or inhibiting population flows are
sometimes put in place. From this perspective, “integration” may become less a matter of internal
choice than an external obligation imposed by the dominant political power, in which case
“integration” may only be a euphemism for cultural uniformity. The strategies of cultural survival
developed as a reaction to such a rising tide of cultural uniformity can be seen as necessary points of
departure for an ever-growing shared multiculturalism. A long-term voluntary commitment to make
cultural boundaries more flexible and allow a more engaged individual participation in the process
of defining the self and finding its place within a culture in movement may represent a key element
for cultural cohesion in a globalized world.
  bone by fae myenne ng: United States A. Robert Lee, 2011-11-28 Aquest estudi analitza un
ordre literari canviant: Amèrica com unitat i diversitat, com un ens nacional i transnacional. Els
escrits crítics literaris reunits aquí ofereixen una sèrie de perspectives que tracen gran part de la
geografia cultural en joc: la narrativa, l'autobiografia, el teatre, etc. Es presenten també un conjunt
d'assajos i ressenyes que, amb diverses direccions d'enfocament, posen atenció als fonaments previs
a Colón, a una antologia canònica nord-americana de poesia i al que s'ha omès; la narrativa llatina i
als principals dramaturgs antics. Inclou entrevistes a creatius i acadèmics com Gerald Vizenor,
Frank Chin, Louis Owens, John Cawelti i Rex Burns. La secció de ressenyes final ofereix una sèrie de
monografies de rellevant erudició multicultural així com contribucions a l'emergent i ampli mural
d'anàlisi.
  bone by fae myenne ng: China Fictions, English Language A. Robert Lee, 2008 The world
is anything but unfamiliar with diaspora: Jewish, African, Armenian, Roma-Gipsy, Filipino/a, Tamil,
Irish or Italian, even Japanese. But few have carried so global a resonance as that of China. What,
then, of literary-cultural expression, the huge body of fiction which has addressed itself to that
plurality of lives and geographies and which has come to be known as After China? This collection of
essays offers bearings on those written in English, and in which both memory and story are central,
spanning the USA to Australia, Canada to the UK, Hong Kong to Singapore, with yet others of more
transnational nature. This collection opens with a reprise of woman-authored Chinese American
fiction using Maxine Hong Kingston and Amy Tan as departure points. In turn follow readings of the
oeuvres of Tan and Frank Chin. A comparative essay takes up novels by Canadian, American and
Australian authors from the perspective of migrancy as fracture. Chinese Canada comes into view in
accounts of SKY Lee, Wayson Choy, Evelyn Lau and Larissa Lai. Australia under Chinese literary
auspices is given a comparative mapping through the fiction of Brian Castro and Ouyang Yu. The
English language China fiction of Singapore and Hong Kong is located in essays centred,
respectively, on Martin Booth and Po Wah Lam, and Hwee Hwee Tan and Colin Cheong. The
collection rounds out with portraits of Timothy Mo as British transnational author, a selection of
contextual Chinese British stories and art, and the phenomenon of Chinese Chick Lit novels. China
Fictions/English Language will be of interest to readers drawn both to After China as diasporic
literary heritage and comparative literature in general.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Asian American Literature and the Environment Lorna
Fitzsimmons, Youngsuk Chae, Bella Adams, 2014-10-24 This book is a ground-breaking transnational
study of representations of the environment in Asian American literature. Extending and renewing
Asian American studies and ecocriticism by drawing the two fields into deeper dialogue, it brings



Asian American writers to the center of ecocritical studies. This collection demonstrates the
distinctiveness of Asian American writers’ positions on topics of major concern today: environmental
justice, identity and the land, war environments, consumption, urban environments, and the
environment and creativity. Represented authors include Amy Tan, Maxine Hong Kingston, Ruth
Ozeki, Ha Jin, Fae Myenne Ng, Le Ly Hayslip, Lan Cao, Mitsuye Yamada, Lawson Fusao Inada,
Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, Milton Murayama, Don Lee, and Hisaye Yamamoto. These writers
provide a range of perspectives on the historical, social, psychological, economic, philosophical, and
aesthetic responses of Asian Americans to the environment conceived in relation to labor, racism,
immigration, domesticity, global capitalism, relocation, pollution, violence, and religion.
Contributors apply a diversity of critical frameworks, including critical radical race studies,
counter-memory studies, ecofeminism, and geomantic criticism. The book presents a compelling and
timely green perspective through which to understand key works of Asian American literature and
leads the field of ecocriticism into neglected terrain.
  bone by fae myenne ng: New York Magazine , 1993-01-25 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  bone by fae myenne ng: A Companion to American Gothic Charles L. Crow, 2013-09-10 A
Companion to American Gothic features a collection of original essays that explore America’s gothic
literary tradition. The largest collection of essays in the field of American Gothic Contributions from
a wide variety of scholars from around the world The most complete coverage of theory, major
authors, popular culture and non-print media available
  bone by fae myenne ng: The Chinese in America Susie Lan Cassel, 2002 This new collection of
essays demonstrates how a politics of polarity have defined the 150-year experience of Chinese
immigration in America. Chinese-Americans have been courted as 'model workers' by American
business, but also continue to be perceived as perpetual foreigners. The contributors offer
engrossing accounts of the lives of immigrants, their tenacity, their diverse lifeways, from the arrival
of the first Chinese gold miners in 1849 into the present day. The 21st century begins as a uniquely
'Pacific Century' in the Americas, with an increasingly large presence of Asians in the United States,
Canada, and Mexico. The book will be a valuable resource on the Asian immigrant experience for
researchers and students in Chinese American studies, Asian American history, immigration studies,
and American history.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Encyclopedia of the American Novel Abby H. P. Werlock, 2015-04-22
Praise for the print edition: ... no other reference work on American fiction brings together such an
array of authors and texts as this.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Asian American Short Story Writers Guiyou Huang, 2003-06-30
Asian America has produced numerous short-story writers in the 20th century. Some emerged after
World War II, yet most of these writers have flourished since 1980. The first reference of its kind,
this volume includes alphabetically arranged entries for 49 nationally and internationally acclaimed
Asian American writers of short fiction. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and includes a
biography, a discussion of major works and themes, a survey of the writer's critical reception, and
primary and secondary bibliographies. Writers include Frank Chin, Sui Sin Far, Shirely Geok-lin Lim,
Toshio Mori, and Bharati Mukherjee. An introductory essay provides a close examination of the
Asian American short story, and the volume closes with a list of works for further reading.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Crossing Cultures Judith Oster, 2003 In this important new study,
Judith Oster looks at the literature of Chinese Americans and Jewish Americans in relation to each
other. Examining what is most at issue for both groups as they live between two cultures, languages,
and environments, Oster focuses on the struggles of protagonists to form identities that are
necessarily bicultural and always in process. Recognizing what poststructuralism has demonstrated



regarding the instability of the subject and the impossibility of a unitary identity, Oster contends that
the writers of these works are attempting to shore up the fragments, to construct, through their
texts, some sort of wholeness and to answer at least partially the questions Who am I? and Where do
I belong? --Book Jacket.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Positioning the New Elisabetta Marino, Tanfer Emin Tunc, 2010-09-13
This ground-breaking edited volume includes chapters which explore the past, present and future
position of Chinese American authors within the framework of what Harold Bloom identifies as the
“Western literary canon.” These selections, which simultaneously represent the exciting
“transnational turn” in American literary studies, not only examine whether or not Chinese American
literature is inside or outside the canon, but also question if there is, or should be, a literary canon at
all. Moreover, they dissect the canonicity of Chinese American literature by elucidating the social,
political and cultural implications of inclusion in the canon. Ultimately, however, this collection is
designed as a preliminary step towards exploring the impact of Chinese American literature on the
white, Anglo-Saxon Protestant-dominated American literary world, and probing the by-products of
both cultural fusion and cultural collision.
  bone by fae myenne ng: The Power of Culture Priscilla Roberts, 2016-01-14 China and the
United States, two massive economic and military powers, cannot avoid engaging with each other.
Enjoying what is often termed “the most important bilateral relationship in the world”, the two
sometimes cooperate, but often compete, as their interests come into conflict. Both countries are
separated not just by the Pacific Ocean, but also by their very different histories, experiences,
societies, customs, and outlooks. Non-governmental, unofficial relationships and exchanges are often
as important as formal dealings in determining the climate of Sino-American relations. For several
decades in the mid-twentieth century, Chinese and Americans were virtually isolated from each
other, trapped in icy hostility. Chinese scholars are now making up for lost time. This assortment of
essays, most by mainland Chinese academics and students, focuses upon the role of culture – very
broadly defined – in Sino-American affairs. Taking a holistic approach, in this collection over thirty
authors focus on such topics as the influence of ideology, the impact of geopolitics, the use of
rhetoric, soft power, educational encounters and exchanges, immigration, gender, race, identity,
literature, television, movies, music, and the press. Cultural factors are, as the authors demonstrate,
enormously significant in affecting how Chinese and Americans think about and approach each
other, both as individuals and at the state level.
  bone by fae myenne ng: Panic and Mourning Daniela Agostinho, Elisa Antz, Cátia Ferreira,
2012-10-30 ‘Panic’ and ‘mourning’ are two pivotal constructs that often emerge and interplay under
circumstances of conflict, violence, crisis, and catastrophe, both natural and man-made. Whereas
panic tends to crop up during the experience of violent events, mourning, on the other hand, relates
to the aftermath of a brutal disruption and to the way humans try to make sense of it retrospectively.
Conversely, violent events can leave a thread of panic in their aftermath, while mourning can be
unsettled, interrupted or even refuelled by another catastrophic incident. From an international and
inter-disciplinary outlook, this volume wishes to address questions at the interface of panic and
mourning and their impact on practices in literature, media, and the arts. Since violent events take
place within cultures that will draw from their traditions, memories and systems of beliefs in order
to process them, the authors of this book aim precisely at discussing the effects of calamity upon the
cultural structure and the way literary, artistic and media practices not only reproduce individual
and collective anxieties but also generate knowledge and reshape the cultural formation within
which they emerge.
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