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Martha Crenshaw and the Causes of Terrorism: Understanding the Roots of
Political Violence

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism is a phrase that encapsulates one of
the most influential academic inquiries into the complex origins of
terrorism. Martha Crenshaw, a leading political scientist and terrorism
scholar, has spent decades dissecting why terrorism occurs and what motivates
individuals and groups to resort to violence. Her work helps us move beyond
simplistic explanations and encourages a nuanced understanding of terrorism’s
multifaceted causes.

Who Is Martha Crenshaw and Why Does Her Work Matter?

Martha Crenshaw is a prominent figure in the field of terrorism studies. Her
research focuses on political violence, the behavior of terrorist
organizations, and the conditions that give rise to terrorism. Unlike many
who attempt to explain terrorism solely through ideological or religious
lenses, Crenshaw emphasizes the interplay of political, social, and
psychological factors. Her insights have shaped modern counterterrorism
strategies and academic discourse alike.

The Foundations: What Does Crenshaw Identify as the
Causes of Terrorism?

At the core of Crenshaw’s analysis is the understanding that terrorism is not
a random act of violence but a calculated tactic used by groups pursuing
political goals. In her seminal works, she outlines various causes that
contribute to the emergence and persistence of terrorism:

#### Political Grievances and Repression

One of the primary causes Crenshaw highlights is political repression. When
groups or communities feel systematically marginalized or oppressed by a
state, the sense of injustice can fuel radicalization. Political grievances
often stem from denial of political participation, human rights abuses, or
discrimination. According to Crenshaw, terrorism can sometimes be seen as a
response to such conditions, where violence becomes a tool to challenge power
structures.

#### Strategic Calculations



Crenshaw argues that terrorism is often a strategic choice rather than simply
an expression of desperation or fanaticism. Terrorist groups weigh the costs
and benefits of violence, aiming to coerce governments, gain attention for
their cause, or provoke overreactions that might benefit their recruitment
efforts. This approach challenges the stereotype of terrorists as irrational
actors and instead frames them as rational agents operating within a
political context.

#### Psychological and Social Motivations

While political motives are significant, Crenshaw also explores individual
psychological factors that can lead to terrorist involvement. Social
identity, the desire for belonging, and personal grievances all play roles.
The recruitment process often exploits these vulnerabilities, offering a
sense of purpose or community to potential members.

The Complexity of Terrorism Causes: No One-Size-
Fits-All Explanation

Crenshaw’s work stresses that terrorism cannot be pinned down to a single
cause. Instead, it emerges from a complex web of factors that vary depending
on the context:

- **Historical Context:** Past conflicts, colonial legacies, and historical
injustices can create fertile ground for terrorism.

- **State Responses:** Heavy-handed or indiscriminate government crackdowns
may inadvertently escalate violence.

- **Global and Local Dynamics:** International influences, such as foreign
interventions or global ideologies, interact with local grievances.

This layered understanding is crucial for policymakers and analysts striving
to develop effective counterterrorism measures.

Martha Crenshaw’s Contribution to Counterterrorism
Policy

One of the most valuable aspects of Crenshaw’s research is its practical
application. By identifying the root causes and strategic logic behind
terrorism, she provides a framework for addressing the problem beyond mere
military responses. For example:

- **Addressing Political Grievances:** Promoting political inclusion and
protecting human rights can reduce the appeal of terrorism.

- **Avoiding Overreaction:** Governments are advised to calibrate their
responses carefully to avoid escalating conflicts or alienating communities.
- **Targeted Interventions:** Understanding recruitment pathways can help



design programs to prevent radicalization.

Insights from Crenshaw’s Analysis on Modern
Terrorism Trends

In today’'s global landscape, terrorism continues to evolve, incorporating new
technologies, tactics, and ideologies. Crenshaw’s theories remain relevant as
analysts apply her frameworks to understand phenomena such as lone-wolf
attacks, cyberterrorism, and transnational extremist networks.

Her emphasis on strategic choice helps explain why some groups escalate their
violence while others desist or shift tactics. Additionally, her focus on
political context encourages a holistic approach that includes diplomacy,
economic development, and community engagement alongside security measures.

Key Takeaways from Martha Crenshaw’s Work on
Terrorism Causes

To summarize the key insights from Crenshaw’s extensive research on the
causes of terrorism:

1. **Terrorism is a tactic motivated by political objectives rather than
random violence. **

2. **Political repression and grievances are significant drivers but not the
sole causes.**

3. **Terrorist groups act strategically, calculating when and how to use
violence. **

4. **Individual motivations intertwine with broader social and political
factors.**

5. **Effective counterterrorism requires addressing root causes, not just
symptoms . **

Understanding these points can help clarify why some policies succeed or fail
and highlight the importance of comprehensive strategies.

Applying Crenshaw’s Framework: What Can We Learn?

For students, policymakers, and anyone interested in the dynamics of
political violence, Martha Crenshaw’s work offers a valuable lens. It
encourages looking beyond headlines and simplistic narratives to ask deeper
questions: What grievances exist? How do groups perceive their environment?
What goals are they trying to achieve?

By applying this analytical approach, we become better equipped to understand



the human and political dimensions of terrorism, which is essential for
fostering long-term peace and security.

Martha Crenshaw’s scholarship on the causes of terrorism remains a
cornerstone in the study of political violence. Her balanced, evidence-based
approach challenges myths and opens pathways toward more effective,
thoughtful responses to one of the most pressing challenges of our time.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Martha Crenshaw and what 1s her contribution
to the study of terrorism?

Martha Crenshaw is a prominent political scientist known for her extensive
research on terrorism. She has contributed significantly to understanding the
causes and dynamics of terrorism, emphasizing the importance of political
context and strategic factors.

What are the main causes of terrorism according to
Martha Crenshaw?

According to Martha Crenshaw, the causes of terrorism are complex and
multifaceted, involving political grievances, strategic calculations by
terrorist organizations, and contextual factors such as state repression and
political opportunities.

How does Martha Crenshaw differentiate between
causes and conditions of terrorism?

Martha Crenshaw distinguishes causes as direct reasons why terrorism occurs,
often linked to the strategic choices of groups, whereas conditions are
broader social, political, or economic factors that create an environment
where terrorism might arise but do not directly cause it.

What role does political opportunity play in Martha
Crenshaw's theory of terrorism?

In Crenshaw's theory, political opportunities refer to openings or
vulnerabilities in the political system that terrorist groups exploit to
advance their goals, making these opportunities a crucial factor in the
emergence and success of terrorism.



Does Martha Crenshaw believe that terrorism is
caused by poverty or ideology?

Martha Crenshaw argues that terrorism is not directly caused by poverty or
ideology alone; instead, terrorism is a strategic choice made by groups often
motivated by political objectives, and while ideology and economic conditions
can influence this, they are not sole causes.

How does Crenshaw explain the strategic choice
behind terrorist acts?

Crenshaw explains that terrorist acts are often strategic decisions by
organizations seeking to achieve political goals, using violence as a means
to coerce, intimidate, or gain attention within specific political contexts.

What is the significance of understanding the causes
of terrorism according to Martha Crenshaw?

Understanding the causes of terrorism helps policymakers and scholars design
more effective counterterrorism strategies by addressing root issues and
anticipating the conditions under which terrorism is likely to occur.

Has Martha Crenshaw's work influenced modern
counterterrorism policies?

Yes, Martha Crenshaw's analytical approach to the causes of terrorism has
influenced modern counterterrorism policies by highlighting the importance of
political context and strategic factors, encouraging more nuanced and
targeted responses to terrorist threats.

Additional Resources

**Understanding Martha Crenshaw and the Causes of Terrorism: An Analytical
Review**

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism is a phrase that encapsulates one of
the most influential bodies of work in the field of terrorism studies. As a
pioneering scholar, Martha Crenshaw has extensively analyzed the roots and
motivations behind terrorist acts, offering nuanced insights that have shaped
academic and policy discussions worldwide. Her research moves beyond
simplistic explanations and delves deeply into the complex interplay of
political, social, and psychological factors that drive individuals and
groups toward terrorism.

The study of terrorism’s causes is riddled with complexity. While many
explanations tend to focus on broad socio-economic conditions or ideological
extremism, Crenshaw’s work emphasizes the strategic and rational choices



terrorists make within specific contexts. This article explores her
arguments, examines key theories, and situates her contributions within the
broader landscape of terrorism research, making it essential reading for
anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of why terrorism occurs.

The Intellectual Legacy of Martha Crenshaw on
Terrorism Causes

Martha Crenshaw’s scholarship is best understood against the backdrop of
evolving terrorism research. In the 1970s and 1980s, early studies often
attributed terrorism primarily to poverty, mental illness, or irrational
fanaticism. Crenshaw challenged these notions by arguing that terrorism is
frequently a calculated tactic employed by groups to achieve political ends.
Her work underscores the importance of viewing terrorism as a strategic
choice rather than an inevitable consequence of social conditions.

She introduced a framework that considers terrorism within political conflict
environments, where groups weigh costs and benefits in pursuit of their
goals. This shift from an individual pathology model to a strategic
interaction model has had profound implications for both academic inquiry and
counterterrorism policy.

Key Arguments in Martha Crenshaw’s Analysis

At the heart of Crenshaw’s analysis are several core arguments:

e Political Context is Crucial: Terrorism seldom occurs in a vacuum.
Crenshaw emphasizes that political grievances, state repression, and
opportunities presented by political environments heavily influence the
emergence of terrorism.

e Strategic Choice and Rationality: Terrorist groups make deliberate
decisions based on their objectives and constraints. These decisions are
not random but calculated to maximize impact and leverage.

e Organizational Dynamics: The structure and leadership of terrorist
groups affect their tactics and longevity. Internal cohesion and
decision-making processes can impact their operational effectiveness.

e Psychological and Social Factors: While Crenshaw acknowledges the role
of individual motivations and group dynamics, she places these within
the broader political and strategic context rather than as standalone
causes.



Exploring the Causes of Terrorism: Insights
from Crenshaw’s Work

Terrorism’s causes are multifaceted, and Crenshaw’s approach integrates
several dimensions that contribute to a comprehensive understanding.

Political Grievances and State Repression

One of the most cited causes of terrorism in Crenshaw’s writings is the
presence of political grievances, often stemming from perceived injustices or
exclusion. These grievances can relate to ethnic, religious, or ideological
marginalization. However, Crenshaw notes that grievances alone do not produce
terrorism; rather, it is the interaction between these grievances and state
responses that can catalyze violent strategies.

For example, when states respond to dissent with repression or fail to
provide legitimate political channels, terrorist groups may perceive violence
as a necessary tactic. Crenshaw’s analysis is supported by empirical data
showing that regions with harsh counterinsurgency measures often witness an
escalation in terrorist violence.

Strategic Rationality: Terrorism as a Calculated
Choice

Crenshaw’s strategic model asserts that terrorist acts are not merely
expressions of rage or desperation but are carefully planned to influence
political outcomes. Terrorists aim to coerce governments, intimidate
populations, or provoke overreactions that can garner sympathy for their
cause.

An important aspect of this rationale is the recognition that terrorism is
costly and risky. Groups must assess their capabilities, the likelihood of
success, and possible repercussions. This perspective dispels the myth that
terrorists are irrational actors, highlighting instead their use of terrorism
as a form of political communication.

Organizational and Leadership Factors

Another dimension in understanding the causes of terrorism is the internal
dynamics of terrorist organizations themselves. Crenshaw highlights that
leadership decisions, factionalism, and resource constraints shape the
adoption and sustainability of terrorist campaigns.



Groups with centralized leadership may pursue more coherent and strategic
actions, while fragmented organizations might resort to indiscriminate
violence. This aspect contributes to understanding why some terrorist groups
achieve long-term political influence while others collapse or resort to
self-destructive behaviors.

Psychological and Social Motivations

Although Crenshaw places emphasis on strategic and political factors, she
also acknowledges the psychological appeal of terrorism. Individuals may be
drawn to terrorist groups due to identity needs, a desire for belonging, or
ideological commitment.

Her work integrates psychological insights without reducing terrorism to
individual pathology. Instead, she frames these motivations within the
structural and political contexts that enable terrorist recruitment and
radicalization.

Comparative Perspectives: Crenshaw and Other
Theories on Terrorism Causes

Martha Crenshaw’s contributions stand out among various theories explaining
terrorism. While some scholars prioritize economic deprivation or cultural
clashes as primary causes, Crenshaw’s focus on political strategy provides a
distinct lens.

For instance:

e Economic Deprivation Theories: These argue that poverty and lack of
development fuel terrorism. Crenshaw critiques this as insufficient,
pointing out that many terrorists come from middle-class backgrounds.

e Psychopathology Theories: These suggest terrorists are mentally
unstable. Crenshaw rejects this, based on evidence of terrorists’
calculated behavior.

e Ideological Theories: While ideology is important, Crenshaw situates it
within broader political objectives rather than as a standalone cause.

Her integrated approach combines elements of political opportunity theory and
rational choice, allowing for a more nuanced understanding that reflects the
diversity of terrorist phenomena.



Implications for Counterterrorism Policy

Understanding the causes of terrorism through Crenshaw’s framework has direct
implications for policy-making. Counterterrorism strategies that fail to
address political grievances or rely excessively on repression risk
exacerbating the problem. Crenshaw advocates for policies that combine
security measures with political solutions, such as negotiation and
inclusion.

Moreover, recognizing terrorism as a strategic choice highlights the
importance of disrupting organizational capabilities and leadership
structures, rather than focusing solely on individual perpetrators.

The Enduring Relevance of Martha Crenshaw’s
Work

Even decades after her seminal publications, Martha Crenshaw’s analysis of
the causes of terrorism remains highly relevant. In an era marked by the rise
of diverse terrorist threats—from religious extremism to nationalist
insurgencies—her approach offers a flexible framework for understanding why
groups resort to violence.

By emphasizing political context, strategic rationality, and organizational
factors, Crenshaw provides a sophisticated toolset for academics,
policymakers, and security practitioners. Her work encourages a move away
from simplistic explanations and towards comprehensive strategies that
address the root causes and dynamics of terrorism.

In sum, the phrase "martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism" encapsulates a
profound analytical journey into one of the globe’s most intractable
challenges. Her insights continue to inform efforts to prevent violence and
foster more secure societies worldwide.

Martha Crenshaw The Causes Of Terrorism
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martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Attacking Terrorism Audrey Kurth Cronin,
James M. Ludes, 2004-01-14 The definition and understanding of terrorism is in a state of
unprecedented evolution. No longer are acts of terrorism rare and far-flung. Following the
horrendous attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, U.S. citizens have had their eyes
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opened to a new world where this nightmare stalks the daily news and is never far from
consciousness. Attacking Terrorism brings together some of the world's finest experts, people who
have made the study of this rising menace their life's work, to provide a comprehensive picture of
the challenges and opportunities of the campaign against international terrorism. Part one, The
Nature of Terrorism, provides an overview and foundation for the current campaign, placing it
within the political and historical context of previous threats and responses. Part two, The
Responses to Terrorism, looks at the range of policy instruments required in an effective strategy
against terrorism. The contributors to this volume bring finely honed analyses and nuanced
perspectives to the terrorist realities of the twenty-first century—history, analyses, and perspectives
that have been too often oversimplified or myopic. They bring a new depth of understanding and
myriad new dimensions to the crisis of terrorism. And they reach into aspects of counterterrorism
that broaden our grasp on such important tools as diplomacy, intelligence and counterintelligence,
psycho-political means, international law, criminal law enforcement, military force, foreign aid, and
homeland security, showing not only how these tools are currently being employed but how often
they are being underutilized as well. Attacking Terrorism demonstrates that there are no easy
answers—and that the road toward victory will be long and arduous, frightening and dangerous—but
as Audrey Kurth Cronin states in her introduction, As the campaign against international terrorism
unfolds, a crucial forward-looking process of strategic reassessment is under way in the United
States, and this book is intended to be a part of it.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: The Roots of Terrorism Louise Richardson, 2006
Part of "Democracy and Terrorism" series, a three volume project intended to explore one of the
most pressing issues: how to reconcile the need to fight terrorism with our desire to protect and
enhance democratic values.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Terrorism and Political Violence Caroline
Kennedy-Pipe, Gordon Clubb, Simon Mabon, 2015-02-10 This book introduces you to the key issues
in contemporary studies on Terrorism. Its interdisciplinary approach provides a unique intellectual
rigour which introduces readers to cutting-edge research. Bringing together chapters contributed by
members of the Terrorism and Political Violence Association network, it offers an insight into a
variety of traditional and critical perspectives. It also equips Undergraduate and Postgraduate
students with the study skills needed to succeed in coursework and assignments, especially
dissertation work. Drawing on the expertise of TAPVA members, this book: Explores contemporary
issues, such as drone warfare, state violence, children and political violence, cyber-terrorism and
de-radicalisation. Features case studies drawn from a range of international examples, lists of
further reading, key concepts and questions for use in seminars and private study. Provides you with
study skills content designed to help you complete your dissertation. This is the perfect textbook to
guide you through your studies in terrorism, political violence, international security and strategic
studies.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Cause Gregory Simthsimon, 2018-02-13 The
Freakonomics of the sociology world. This book shows how deeply irrational we humans are, and
what we can do about it When we try to understand our world, we ask “why?” a specific event
occured. But this profoundly human question often leads us astray. In Cause, sociologist Gregory
Smithsimon brings us a much sharper understanding of cause and effect, and shows how we can use
it to approach some of our most daunting collective problems. Smithsimon begins by explaining the
misguided cause and effect explanations that have given us tragically little insight on issues such as
racial discrimination, climate change, and the cycle of poverty. He then shows unseen causes behind
these issues, and shows how we are hard-wired to overlook them. Armed with these insights,
Smithsimon explains how we can avoid these mistakes, and begin to make effective change.
Combining philosophy, the science of perception, and deeply researched social factors, Cause offers
us a new way to ask “why?” and a hope that we may improve our society and ourselves.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Radicalization in Belgium and the Netherlands
Nadia Fadil, Francesco Ragazzi, Martijn de Koning, 2019-05-30 The concept of 'radicalization' is now



used to account for all forms of violent and non-violent political Islam. Used widely within the
security services and picked up by academia, the term was initially coined by the General
Intelligence and Security Service of the Netherlands (AIVD) after the 9/11 and Pentagon attacks, an
origin that is rarely recognised. This book comprises contributions from leading scholars in the field
of critical security studies to trace the introduction, adoption and dissemination of 'radicalization' as
a concept. It is the first book to offer a critical analysis and history of the term as an 'empty
signifier’, that is, a word that might not necessarily refer to something existing in the real world. The
diverse contributions consider how the term has circulated since its emergence in the Netherlands
and Belgium, its appearance in academia, its existence among the people categorized as 'radicals'
and its impact on relationships of trust between public officials and their clients. Building on the
traditions of critical security studies and critical studies on terrorism, the book reaffirms the
importance of a reflective approach to counter-radicalization discourse and policies. It will be
essential reading for scholars of security studies, political anthropology, the study of Islam in the
west and European studies.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: EU Counter-Terrorism and Intelligence Javier
Argomaniz, Oldrich Bures, Christian Kaunert, 2017-10-02 The Treaty on the European Union
stipulates that one of the key objectives of the Union is to provide citizens with a high level of safety
within an Area of Freedom, Security and Justice. Given that the fight against terrorism is a
prominent aspect of this general objective, it is remarkable that, in spite of its political relevance
and decade-long history, it has only relatively recently received due attention in the academic
community. Yet an analysis of the successes and failures of the EU's involvement in this field is
imperative and this is a particularly pertinent moment to take stock of progress. The goal of this
book is therefore to look back at the post-9/11 period and answer the question of whether, when it
comes to the measures taken to combat terrorism following these attacks, the EU has lived up to the
promise made in its founding treaties. In pursuing this goal, this volume presents the views of
leading experts casting a critical eye over the EU's performance, recognising achievements but also
being suitably critical when the realities did not match the European rhetoric. In doing this, the book
makes a significant contribution not only to the scholarly investigation of European Union policies,
but also to the study of counter-terrorism in general. This book was published as a special issue of
Intelligence and National Security.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: The Risk of Skilled Scientist Radicalization
and Emerging Biological Warfare Threats M. Martellini, J. Rao, 2017-10-03 Skilled scientists are
not immune to the appeal of terrorist groups, indeed recent studies indicate that engineers and
medical doctors are over-represented within terrorist organizations. Also of particular concern with
regard to the potential radicalization of scientists is the issue of the ‘lone wolf’; an individual who
prepares and commits violence alone, outside of any command structure and without material
assistance from any group. This book presents papers from the NATO Advanced Research Workshop
(ARW) entitled ‘The Risk of Skilled Scientist Radicalization and Emerging Biological Warfare
Threats’, held in Como, Italy, from 29 November to 2 December 2016. The aim of this ARW was to
assess the risks surrounding the ability of radical terrorist groups to recruit highly skilled scientists.
The ARW was unique in that it brought together acknowledged experts from the social science
community and the scientific technical community to discuss their perspectives on the risk of
radicalization of chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) skilled scientists. Countering
terrorist organizations requires a comprehensive approach characterized by international
cooperation across the military, intelligence, policy-making and scientific communities. The book
provides an overview of the situation, as well as recommendations for how such cooperation can be
achieved, and will be of interest to all those involved in the counter-terrorism process

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Terrorizing Ourselves Benjamin H. Friedman, Jim
Harper, Christopher A. Preble, 2010-05-01 Terrorizing Ourselves dismantles much of the flawed
thinking that dominates U.S. counterterrorism policy today and lays out alternative approaches
informed by experience, deliberation, and the well-established norms of a free society. Leading



experts in the field contributed to this important new book, which shows that politicians use fear for
political purposes and spend vast sums of money on dubious security measures. These experts
explore the nature of modern terrorism, explain and decry our panicked responses to it, and offer
sober alternatives. Beyond specific proposals for disrupting terror cells and improving homeland
security efforts, Terrorizing Ourselves documents the many ways in which a climate of
fear-mongering exacerbates the threat of terrorism. Terrorists, the authors note, get their name for
a reason. Fear is their chief tactic. Political forces push U.S. policymakers to hype this fear,
encouraging Americans to believe that terrorists are global super villains who can wreck American
society unless we submit to their demands. This book shows that policies based on this fantasy are
self-defeating and bring needless war, wasted wealth, and less freedom. The authors explore
strategies to undermine support for these policies. They also sketch an alternative counterterrorism
and homeland security strategy—one that makes us safer and plays to Americans’ confidence rather
than our fears.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: The Routledge Handbook on Radicalisation and
Countering Radicalisation Joel Busher, Leena Malkki, Sarah Marsden, 2023-11-28 This handbook
provides a theoretical and methodological exploration of the research on radicalisation and
counter-radicalisation, one of the most influential concepts in Security Studies, International
Relations, and Peace and Conflict Studies. Sitting at the heart of high-profile research and policy
agendas on preventing and countering violent extremism (P/CVE), radicalisation as a concept has
transformed the way researchers, policymakers, and societies think about how to counter terrorism
and political violence. Deliberations about radicalisation and countering radicalisation have become
further embedded as efforts to prevent and counter violent extremism have been ‘mainstreamed’
into other areas of public policy and practice, such as education, gender relations, health,
peacebuilding, aid, and development. Theoretically and methodologically pluralistic, this handbook
addresses radicalisation and countering radicalisation as they relate to a wide range of groups and
milieus, articulating diverse ideological positions, drawing together insight and experience from
multiple geographic and institutional settings, integrating global perspectives, and including
scholarship focused on a range of policy fields. This book will be an essential reference point for
anybody working on radicalisation, countering radicalisation, or terrorism and political violence
more broadly. The insight that it provides will be relevant for both academics and members of
relevant policy and practitioner communities.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Democratization in the Muslim World
Frederic Volpi, Francesco Cavatorta, 2013-09-13 This book examines the role that political Islam
plays in processes of democratization in the Muslim world, detailing the political processes that
facilitate the collective learning of democratic ways of solving the practical problems of those
polities. Democratization in the Muslim World represents an important contribution to the debate on
democratization and political Islam that emphasises the synergetic effects and global reach of both
Islamist and democratic politics. It comes to terms with the problematic relationship between Islam
and democracy in the uncertain post-Cold War, post-9/11 world order by highlighting the
malleability of Islamic discourses and of its institutional resources, as well as the diversity of the
political strategies of incumbent regimes to remain in power. It combines key theoretical issues and
country-specific studies of some of the most relevant Muslim polities of the post-Cold War and
post-9/11 era. This text was previously published as a special issue of Democratization and will be of
interest to students of Middle East politics, governance, democracy, and human rights.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Global Studies Research Pamela A. Zeiser,
2019-06-27 Global Studies Research is a research methods textbook designed for interdisciplinary
International Studies majors and their faculty. The textbook introduces interdisciplinarity, provides
basic building blocks of relevant disciplinary knowledge, explains a process for integrating
knowledge from multiple disciplines, and models this interdisciplinary International Studies
Research Process in its presentation of the case studies.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Eco-Warriors, Nihilistic Terrorists, and the



Environment Lawrence E. Likar, 2011-04-07 The first book to thoroughly address the topic, this
volume examines the ideologies, tactics, and goals of environmental terrorists and offers a security
planning methodology to defend against their attacks. To counter eco-terrorism, we must
understand why it occurs. Eco-Warriors, Nihilistic Terrorists, and the Environment is a
comprehensive examination of the vulnerability of the natural environment, of its nexus with the
strategic goals of terrorists, and of a security-planning methodology that can prevent or ameliorate
environmentally linked attacks. The first book to comprehensively address the prevention of
environmentally focused terrorism, this work looks at the environment and the private and
government facilities that impact it as assets to be protected. Focusing on the capability of lone-wolf
terrorists and small, self-radicalizing cells to commit effective violent acts, security expert Lawrence
E. Likar furnishes personality and operational profiles of both nihilistic and eco-warrior terrorists,
showcasing an essential component of the behavioral-science-based, security-planning methodology
he promotes. Most critically, the book addresses the gap in current security-planning methodology
and literature, and it reveals novel intelligence-gathering techniques, operational procedures, and
countermeasures designed to defend against attacks.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Globalization, War, and Peace in the
Twenty-first Century W. Nester, 2010-11-14 This book explores humanity's most persistent and
tragic problem by answering some crucial questions including: How is military power created and
asserted? What are weapons of mass destruction and what is the likelihood of them being used?
What are the source, methods, and results of terrorism and counterterrorism?

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Winners and Losers Irving Louis Horowitz, 1984
Leading sociologist Irving Louis Horowitz examines the response social science has made to
contemporary subjects and issues: the so-called new class of the intelligentsia, the ecology
movement, social planning, alienation, privatization, anomie, the threat of nuclear war. Horowitz
evaluates as a social scientist the question of values--those disclosed through analysis, and those
threatened by it--and discusses the overall political and moral impact of knowledge and methodology
in social science.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Crisis Management Anthony J. Asquith,
2022-01-18 What happens to an economy when a war occurs in a local town or village? The original
purpose of the book explored how war severed the economy from society and sought to identify
potential solutions. Research for the book advanced into three rationales. The first rationale
explored deterrence theory literature and intrastate conflict phenomena and literature. The second
rationale contributed to the intrastate conflict scientific body of knowledge. The third rationale
established a foreign policy to fill a knowledge gap in understanding. This guidebook contributes to
fixing the intelligence blueprint for the 9/11 wars.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Comparative, International, and Global
Justice Cyndi Banks, James Baker, 2015-09-23 Comparative, International and Global Justice:
Perspectives from Criminology and Criminal Justice presents and critically assesses a wide range of
topics relevant to criminology, criminal justice and global justice. The text is divided into three parts:
comparative criminal justice, international criminology, and transnational and global criminology.
Within each field are located specific topics which the authors regard as contemporary and highly
relevant and that will assist students in gaining a fuller appreciation of global justice issues. Authors
Cyndi Banks and James Baker address these complex global issues using a scholarly but accessible
approach, often using detailed case studies. The discussion of each topic is a comprehensive
contextualized account that explains the social context in which law and crime exist and engages
with questions of explanation or interpretation. The authors challenge students to gain knowledge of
international and comparative criminal justice issues and think about them in a critical manner. It
has become difficult to ignore the global and international dimensions of criminal justice and
criminology and this text aims to enhance criminal justice education by focusing on some of the
issues engaging criminology worldwide, and to prepare students for a future where fields of study
like transnational crime are unexceptional.




martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: The Terrorism Lectures James Forest, 2013-12-13
The authoritative compendium for students of terrorism and counterterrorism.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Terrorism and Counterterrorism Brigitte L
Nacos, 2016-03-30 Focusing on the phenomenon of terrorism in the age of ISIS/ISIL, Terrorism and
Counterterrorism investigates this form of political violence in an international and American
context and in light of new and historical trends. In this comprehensive and highly readable text,
renowned expert Brigitte Nacos clearly defines terrorism's diverse causes, actors, and strategies;
outlines anti- and counter-terrorist responses; and highlights terrorism's relationship with the public
and media. Terrorism and Counterterrorism introduces students to the field's main debates and
helps them critically assess our understanding of, and our strategies for, addressing this complex
and enduring issue. New to the 5th Edition Covers important terrorist developments since 2012
including the death of Osama bin Laden, the rise of ISIS, the proliferation of home-grown jihadism
including the Boston Marathon bombing, and the revelations of Edward Snowden and the NSA.
Refines the treatment of important issues including justifiable or legitimate terror, waves of terror,
and state sponsored terror, among others. Amplifies the coverage of media and terrorism including
e-terrorism, the role of social media in recruitment, propaganda by deed, and other cutting edge
topics.

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: Countering Terrorism and Insurgency in the
21st Century James ]J. F. Forest, 2007-06-30 The attacks of September 11, 2001, inaugurated a new
global era of counterterrorism policy and activity, led by the United States. Countering Terrorism
and Insurgency in the 21st Century analyzes the most significant dimensions of combating terrorism,
including considerations of strategic and tactical issues (hard power, soft power, and
counterintelligence); the need to thwart sources and facilitators (weak governments, ill-conceived
foreign policy, and trafficking in drugs, guns, and humans); and the incorporation of lessons learned
thus far from combating terrorism around the globe. Since the dawn of the new millennium,
combating terrorism has become a primary focus of security professionals throughout the world. The
attacks of September 11, 2001, inaugurated a new global era of counterterrorism policy and activity,
led by the United States, while many countries—from Algeria and Spain to Sri Lanka and
Indonesia—have redoubled their efforts to combat their own indigenous terrorism threats. In the
Unites States, the counterterrorism goals identified in the National Strategy for Combating
Terrorism (2006) can only be achieved through significant multinational cooperation. These goals
are to advance effective democracies as the long-term antidote to the ideologies of terrorism; to
prevent attacks by terrorist networks; to deny terrorists the support and sanctuary of rogue states;
to deny terrorists control of any nation they would use as a base and launching pad for terror; and to
lay the foundations and build the institutions and structures we need to carry the fight forward
against terror and help ensure our ultimate success. At this point in the development of the global
counterterrorism efforts, it is particularly important to pause for reflection on a number of critical
questions. What do we know about effectively countering terrorism? What are the characteristics of
successful or unsuccessful counterterrorism campaigns? What do we need to learn in order to do
this better? Countering Terrorism and Insurgency in the 21st Century addresses these and related
questions, contributing to national security policy as well as to our understanding of the terrorist
threat and how it can be defeated. Volume 1: Strategic and Tactical Considerations examines issues
of hard power, soft power, and intelligence/counterintelligence. Volume 2: Sources and Facilitators
covers state failure, border controls, democracy promotion, networks and trade and trafficking, and
societal issues. Volume 3: Lessons Learned from Combating Terrorism and Insurgency includes case
studies of counterterrorism operations (e.g., the hijacking of the Achille Lauro, the 1993 bombing of
the World Trade Center, and the capture of key terrorist suspects like Ramzi Youssef and Khalid
Sheikh Mohamad); and case studies of long-term efforts to combat terrorism (e.g., the Basques in
Spain, the Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka, Israel's struggle against Palestinian terror organizations, Peru
and Sendero Luminoso, and Japan and Aum Shinrikyo).

martha crenshaw the causes of terrorism: How Terrorist Groups End Seth G. Jones, Martin



C. Libicki, 2008-07-17 All terrorist groups eventually end. But how do they end? The evidence since
1968 indicates that most groups have ended because (1) they joined the political process (43
percent) or (2) local police and intelligence agencies arrested or killed key members (40 percent).
Military force has rarely been the primary reason for the end of terrorist groups, and few groups
within this time frame have achieved victory. This has significant implications for dealing with al
Qa?ida and suggests fundamentally rethinking post-9/11 U.S. counterterrorism strategy:
Policymakers need to understand where to prioritize their efforts with limited resources and
attention. The authors report that religious terrorist groups take longer to eliminate than other
groups and rarely achieve their objectives. The largest groups achieve their goals more often and
last longer than the smallest ones do. Finally, groups from upper-income countries are more likely to
be left-wing or nationalist and less likely to have religion as their motivation. The authors conclude
that policing and intelligence, rather than military force, should form the backbone of U.S. efforts
against al Qa?ida. And U.S. policymakers should end the use of the phrase ?war on terrorism? since
there is no battlefield solution to defeating al Qa?ida.
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