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The Garden of Priapus Amy Richlin: Exploring Classical Eroticism and Scholarship

the garden of priapus amy richlin is a fascinating exploration into the world of ancient sexuality, classical
literature, and scholarly interpretation. Amy Richlin, a renowned classicist and feminist scholar, has made
significant contributions to our understanding of how sexuality was expressed, understood, and represented in
antiquity. Her work, particularly in relation to the figure of Priapus and his symbolic garden, opens up rich
discussions about gender, power, and erotic art in the ancient world.

In this article, we’ll delve into the significance of “The Garden of Priapus” as explored by Amy Richlin, unpack
the cultural and literary contexts, and highlight why her scholarship remains vital for both classical studies
and modern reflections on sexuality.

The Symbolism of Priapus in Ancient Culture

Priapus, a minor Greek god of fertility, gardens, and male genitalia, has long been a symbol of virility and
protection against the evil eye. His exaggerated phallus was both a comical and protective emblem, often
depicted in frescoes, statues, and garden ornaments throughout the ancient Mediterranean world. Priapus’
garden, therefore, is not just a physical space but a symbolic realm where fertility, sexuality, and humor
intersect.

Amy Richlin’s scholarship sheds light on how Priapus was more than a figure of rustic obscenity; he was a
complex symbol embedded in social and ritualistic contexts. Her work explores how erotic imagery and humor
played a crucial role in ancient daily life and literature, challenging modern discomfort with explicit sexual
themes in classical texts.

The Erotic and the Everyday in Ancient Art

Richlin's analysis often emphasizes that ancient erotic art and poetry were integral to everyday experience
rather than marginal or purely taboo. The garden of Priapus, as a metaphorical space, represents this
intersection of the sacred, the profane, and the humorous. This approach helps us understand ancient artifacts
such as phallic amulets, erotic frescoes in Pompeii, and ribald poetry not just as shock value but as meaningful
cultural expressions.

By examining these artifacts and texts, Richlin invites readers to appreciate the nuanced ways ancient societies
engaged with sexuality—both in celebration and in protection.

Amy Richlin’s Contributions to Classical Eroticism

Amy Richlin is well-known for her groundbreaking work on sexuality in the classical world, with “The Garden
of Priapus” often cited as a key reference point. Her approach combines feminist theory, literary analysis, and
historical context to reveal how sexual themes permeate ancient literature, from comedic plays to private
poetry.

Reinterpreting Classical Texts

One of Richlin’s significant contributions is her reinterpretation of texts traditionally seen as scandalous or
obscene. By placing these works within their proper cultural frameworks, she demonstrates how humor and



eroticism were tools for social commentary and personal expression. This reexamination helps dismantle long-
held biases in classical scholarship that tended to either censor or diminish the importance of sexual content.

For example, Richlin’s work on Roman poets like Catullus and Martial highlights how their explicit verses serve
as both entertainment and critique, reflecting societal norms and personal relationships. The garden of Priapus
becomes a metaphor for this literary space where boundaries are tested and taboos challenged.

Feminism and Sexuality in Ancient Scholarship

Richlin’s perspective is also deeply informed by feminist theory, which brings fresh insights into how gender and
power dynamics operated in ancient erotica. She challenges patriarchal readings of classical texts and
advocates for recognizing women’s voices and experiences within these narratives.

Her analysis of the garden of Priapus, therefore, is not just about male sexuality but also about how erotic
spaces were gendered and contested. This feminist lens enriches our understanding of ancient sexuality as a
multifaceted phenomenon rather than a one-dimensional male fantasy.

Understanding the Garden of Priapus as a Metaphor

The garden of Priapus functions on multiple levels—as a literal place, a symbol of fertility and protection,
and a metaphor for the intersection of sex, nature, and culture. Amy Richlin’s work encourages readers to think
beyond the surface and consider how such metaphors operate in literature and art.

The Intersection of Nature and Eroticism

Gardens in antiquity were spaces of cultivation, growth, and life—making them ideal metaphors for fertility
and sexuality. The presence of Priapus in these gardens adds a layer of protection and humor, suggesting that
eroticism was an accepted and even celebrated part of life.

Richlin’s scholarship highlights that these gardens were not just private retreats but cultural spaces where
social norms could be both upheld and playfully subverted. This nuanced understanding helps modern audiences
appreciate the complexity of ancient sexual symbolism.

Humor and Transgression

One of the most striking features of the garden of Priapus is its embrace of humor. Richlin’s work reveals how
ancient erotic art and poetry often used laughter to transgress social boundaries safely. The exaggerated,
comic nature of Priapus allowed for a playful engagement with topics that might otherwise have been taboo.

This use of humor as a social tool is a key theme in Richlin’s analysis, showing how laughter could diffuse
tension, enforce community values, or even critique power structures. The garden thereby serves as a liminal
space where norms are both reinforced and questioned.

Why Amy Richlin’s Work Matters Today

Amy Richlin’s exploration of the garden of Priapus is not only valuable for classical scholars but also for
anyone interested in the history of sexuality, gender studies, and cultural expression. Her work bridges the gap
between ancient and modern perceptions of eroticism, offering a more inclusive and less judgmental view of human



sexuality across time.

Lessons for Modern Readers

By studying Richlin’s interpretations, modern readers can gain:

A deeper appreciation for the diversity of ancient sexual expression beyond stereotypes.

Insight into how humor and eroticism can coexist and function socially.

Awareness of the ways gender and power influence sexual narratives.

A reminder that sexuality has always been a complex and multifaceted aspect of human culture.

Inspiring Contemporary Scholarship

Richlin’s work continues to inspire scholars to examine classical texts with fresh eyes, incorporating
interdisciplinary approaches that include feminist theory, queer studies, and cultural history. The garden of
Priapus serves as a powerful symbol for this ongoing dialogue between past and present understandings of
sexuality and identity.

Exploring Richlin’s scholarship encourages more open and nuanced discussions about sex and
gender—conversations that remain relevant in both academic and everyday contexts.

The garden of Priapus, as Amy Richlin presents it, is thus much more than an ancient myth or erotic motif; it is a
vibrant space where history, literature, humor, and human experience intertwine, inviting us to reconsider how
we think about desire and expression across time.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Amy Richlin, the author of 'The Garden of Priapus'?

Amy Richlin is a classicist and professor known for her work on Roman literature, gender studies, and
sexuality in antiquity. She is the author of 'The Garden of Priapus,' which explores themes of sexuality in
Roman culture.

What is the main theme of 'The Garden of Priapus' by Amy Richlin?

The main theme of 'The Garden of Priapus' is the exploration of sexuality and eroticism in Roman art and
literature, focusing on the god Priapus and his symbolic representation of fertility and virility.

Why is Priapus significant in Amy Richlin's book 'The Garden of Priapus'?

Priapus is significant because he embodies male fertility and sexual potency in Roman mythology. Amy Richlin
uses Priapus as a lens to analyze Roman sexual culture and its representations.



How does Amy Richlin approach the study of sexuality in 'The Garden of
Priapus'?

Amy Richlin uses a combination of literary analysis, historical context, and feminist theory to examine Roman
texts and artifacts, revealing complex attitudes toward sexuality in ancient Rome.

What type of sources does Amy Richlin utilize in 'The Garden of Priapus'?

Richlin draws on a wide range of sources including Roman poetry, art, inscriptions, and legal texts to provide
a comprehensive understanding of sexual norms and practices in ancient Rome.

Is 'The Garden of Priapus' suitable for readers without a background in
classics?

While the book is scholarly, Amy Richlin's engaging writing style makes 'The Garden of Priapus' accessible to
general readers interested in ancient history, sexuality, and cultural studies.

What impact has 'The Garden of Priapus' had on the study of ancient
sexuality?

The book has been influential in highlighting the importance of sexual imagery and themes in Roman culture,
encouraging more nuanced and interdisciplinary approaches to studying ancient sexuality.

Can 'The Garden of Priapus' be used as an academic resource?

Yes, 'The Garden of Priapus' is frequently cited in academic works on classics, gender studies, and history due
to its thorough research and insightful analysis of Roman sexual culture.

Additional Resources
The Garden of Priapus Amy Richlin: An Analytical Exploration of Erotic Imagery and Classical Scholarship

the garden of priapus amy richlin represents a significant intersection of classical literature, sexual politics,
and cultural history. Amy Richlin, a distinguished scholar in classics and gender studies, has extensively
explored the themes of sexuality and eroticism in ancient texts, and her work surrounding the Garden of Priapus
provides a rich investigative framework into how sexuality was portrayed and understood in antiquity.

This article delves into the nuances of Amy Richlin’s interpretation of the Garden of Priapus, examining its place
in classical literature, its symbolic and cultural implications, and how Richlin’s scholarship challenges
traditional perspectives on eroticism in the ancient world. Through a detailed analysis, readers will gain
insight into the complex layers of meaning embedded in this often-overlooked aspect of Greco-Roman culture.

Understanding the Garden of Priapus: Context and Significance

The Garden of Priapus is a term derived from ancient Roman culture, associated with Priapus—the god of
fertility, gardens, and male genitalia. This mythical garden, described in various classical sources, was famed
for its explicit phallic imagery and sexual symbolism, serving both as a literal space and a metaphorical nexus
for fertility and erotic energy.

Amy Richlin’s scholarship brings a contemporary lens to these ancient texts, highlighting the ways in which the
Garden of Priapus functioned as a culturally sanctioned space for exploring sexuality. Her approach is both
literary and sociological, emphasizing the garden’s role in shaping societal attitudes towards sex, gender



roles, and power dynamics.

The Role of Erotic Imagery in Ancient Literature

Richlin’s analysis foregrounds the potent use of erotic imagery within the Garden of Priapus. Unlike more
sanitized depictions of classical mythology, the garden is marked by explicitness and humor, reflecting a candid
engagement with human sexuality. Ancient poems and inscriptions often utilized the garden’s imagery to convey
messages about fertility rites, protection of property, and even social satire.

Richlin argues that these images were not merely decorative but served as a form of communication within the
community, blending sacred and profane elements. This perspective challenges earlier academic tendencies to
marginalize such material as mere vulgarity, instead recognizing its complexity and cultural function.

Amy Richlin’s Contribution to Classical and Gender Studies

Amy Richlin’s work on the Garden of Priapus is situated within her broader commitment to revising classical
scholarship through the lens of feminist and queer theory. By centering sexual politics within her analysis,
Richlin reclaims the narrative around ancient eroticism, emphasizing the diversity of sexual expressions and the
subversive potential of such imagery.

Her interdisciplinary methodology draws from literary criticism, archaeology, and historical anthropology,
allowing for a holistic understanding of how the garden’s symbolism operated within Roman society. This
approach underscores the garden not only as a physical locale but as a site of contestation and negotiation
around sexuality and identity.

Comparative Perspectives: The Garden of Priapus and Other Erotic
Traditions

One of the distinct features of Richlin’s analysis is her comparative exploration of the Garden of Priapus
alongside other erotic traditions in antiquity. She juxtaposes Roman phallic gardens with the more restrained
depictions of sexuality in Greek art or the erotic poetry of the Hellenistic period.

This comparative framework illuminates cultural differences in how sexuality was depicted and policed. The
Garden of Priapus, with its overt sexual symbolism, reveals a Roman comfort with corporeal frankness that
contrasts with the often idealized or coded sexuality in Greek traditions. Richlin’s scholarship thus enriches
our understanding of ancient erotica as culturally contingent and historically variable.

Features and Themes Explored in Richlin’s Work

In dissecting the Garden of Priapus, Amy Richlin identifies several core themes that recur throughout her
analysis:

Fertility and Protection: The garden’s phallic imagery served apotropaic functions, intended to ward off
evil and promote fertility.

Humor and Satire: Erotic symbols often carried comedic or satirical overtones, reflecting social
critique and resistance.

Gender and Power: The garden material exposes the dynamics of male authority and female agency within



Roman sexual politics.

Public vs. Private: The explicitness of the garden blurs boundaries between public display and private
desire, complicating notions of propriety.

These themes intertwine to present the Garden of Priapus as a multifaceted symbol—simultaneously sacred,
profane, political, and playful.

Pros and Cons of Richlin’s Interpretative Model

Richlin’s approach has garnered acclaim for its depth and originality, but like all scholarly models, it invites
critical reflection.

Pros:1.

Illuminates marginalized aspects of classical culture often ignored in mainstream scholarship.

Incorporates feminist and queer theoretical insights, broadening interpretive horizons.

Utilizes interdisciplinary methods, enriching textual analysis with archaeological and historical
data.

Cons:2.

Some critics argue that feminist readings may impose modern sensibilities on ancient texts.

Interpretations reliant on fragmentary evidence risk overextension beyond what the sources
support.

Focus on sexuality might overshadow other equally important cultural factors in Roman
society.

Despite these critiques, Richlin’s scholarship remains a vital contribution to classical studies and the
understanding of ancient eroticism.

Implications for Modern Scholarship and Cultural Studies

The exploration of the Garden of Priapus by Amy Richlin encourages a reevaluation of how ancient sexuality is
studied and understood today. By foregrounding explicit imagery and sexual discourse, her work challenges the
sanitized narratives that have long dominated classical education.

Moreover, Richlin’s research intersects with contemporary discussions on gender and sexuality, demonstrating
how ancient texts can inform modern debates about sexual identity, power, and representation. The garden
becomes a metaphorical space where past and present dialogues about eroticism converge, offering new avenues
for academic inquiry.



In sum, the garden’s explicitness and multifaceted symbolism invite ongoing investigation, prompting scholars to
reconsider assumptions about propriety, sexuality, and artistic expression in antiquity.

---

Amy Richlin’s analysis of the Garden of Priapus thus stands as a compelling example of how classical
scholarship can be revitalized through attentive, critical engagement with sexuality and cultural symbolism.
Her work not only enriches our understanding of Roman erotic art but also serves as a catalyst for broader
conversations about the intersections of literature, history, and identity.
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they attempted to steal from him. In this book, Richlin argues that the attitude of sexual
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Although the Christians of the first two centuries were consistently opposed to foul language, they
had a variety of reasons for their moral stance, and they held different views about what role speech
should play in forming their identity as a holy people.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: The Boswell Thesis Mathew Kuefler, 2006-03 Few books
have had the social, cultural, and scholarly impact of John Boswell's Christianity, Social Tolerance,
and Homosexuality. Arguing that neither the Bible nor the Christian tradition was nearly as hostile
to homoeroticism as was generally thought, its initial publication sent shock waves through
university classrooms, gay communities, and religious congregations. Twenty-five years later, the
aftershocks still reverberate. The Boswell Thesis brings together fifteen leading scholars at the
intersection of religious and sexuality studies to comment on this book's immense impact, the
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crusaders; and the gender-bending visions of Christian saints and mystics. Also included are
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  the garden of priapus amy richlin: A History of Medicine: Roman medicine Plinio Prioreschi,
1996
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Roman love-poet Ovid, best known for the epic Metamorphoses, offers in his Fasti the
self-proclaimed goal of exploring and explicating the Roman calendar. Published in his maturity
circa 14 CE, the Fasti presents claims of aetiological, astronomical, and even antiquarian interests,
but more importantly the poem highlights an extraordinary prominence of female characters at
work, play, and worship in its verses. From flirtatious goddesses to talkative old women, beautiful
puellae to stern prophetesses and beyond, Ovid’s “calendar girls” appear in a vast and kaleidoscopic
array of guises and narratives, importing and transforming literary genre and expectation alike in a
poem that already in shape and purpose is unique in Latin literature. The poet’s long-standing
fascination with female figures that had first appeared in his earliest work and then accompanied
him throughout his career now resurfaces in a much more complex form. Of interest to literary
scholars, antiquarians, and those studying the social and political roles of ancient women, Ovid’s
Women of the Year offers an intriguing view of an Ovidian poem now coming into its own.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: Sex in the Ancient World from A to Z John Younger,
2004-10-07 Comprehensive, reliable and eye-opening, this A to Z examines the sexual practices,
expressions and attitudes of the Greeks and Romans, from Catullus and Caligula, to orgies and
obscenity to pederasty and prostitution.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: The Yard of Wit Raymond Stephanson, 2013-10-09
Literary composition is more than an intellectual affair. Poetry has long been said to spring from the
heart, while aspiring writers are frequently encouraged to write from the gut. Still another
formulation likens the poetic imagination to the pregnant womb, in spite of the fact that most poets
historically have been male. Offering a rather different set of arguments about the forces that shape
creativity, Raymond Stephanson examines how male writers of the Enlightenment imagined the
origins, nature, and structures of their own creative impulses as residing in their virility. For
Stephanson, the links between male writing, the social contexts of masculinity, and the male
body—particularly the genitalia—played a significant role in the self-fashioning of several
generations of male authors. Positioning sexuality as a volatile mechanism in the development of
creative energy, The Yard of Wit explains why male writers associated their authorial work—both
the internal site of creativity and its status in public—with their genitalia and reproductive and
erotic acts, and how these gestures functioned in the new marketplace of letters. Using the figure



and writings of Alexander Pope as a touchstone, Stephanson offers an inspired reading of an
important historical convergence, a double commodification of male creativity and of masculinity as
the sexualized male body. In considering how literary discourses about male creativity are linked to
larger cultural formations, this elegant, enlightening book offers new insight into sex and gender,
maleness and masculinity, and the intricate relationship between the male body and mind.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: Unheroic Conduct Daniel Boyarin, 1997-06-13 In a book
that will both enlighten and provoke, Daniel Boyarin offers an alternative to the prevailing
Euroamerican warrior/patriarch model of masculinity and recovers the Jewish ideal of the gentle,
receptive male. The Western notion of the aggressive, sexually dominant male and the passive
female reaches back through Freud to Roman times, but as Boyarin makes clear, such gender roles
are not universal. Analyzing ancient and modern texts, he reveals early rabbis—studious,
family-oriented—as exemplars of manhood and the prime objects of female desire in traditional
Jewish society. Challenging those who view the feminized Jew as a pathological product of the
Diaspora or a figment of anti-Semitic imagination, Boyarin argues that the Diaspora produced
valuable alternatives to the dominant cultures' overriding gender norms. He finds the origins of the
rabbinic model of masculinity in the Talmud, and though unrelentingly critical of rabbinic society's
oppressive aspects, he shows how it could provide greater happiness for women than the passive
gentility required by bourgeois European standards. Boyarin also analyzes the self-transformation of
three iconic Viennese modern Jews: Sigmund Freud, the father of psychoanalysis; Theodor Herzl, the
founder of Zionism; and Bertha Pappenheim (Anna O.), the first psychoanalytic patient and founder
of Jewish feminism in Germany. Pappenheim is Boyarin's hero: it is she who provides him with a
model for a militant feminist, anti-homophobic transformation of Orthodox Jewish society today. Like
his groundbreaking Carnal Israel, this book is talmudic scholarship in a whole new light, with a
vitality that will command attention from readers in feminist studies, history of sexuality, Jewish
culture, and the history of psychoanalysis.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: The School of Rome W. Martin Bloomer, 2017-10-26 This
fascinating cultural and intellectual history focuses on education as practiced by the imperial age
Romans, looking at what they considered the value of education and its effect on children. W. Martin
Bloomer details the processes, exercises, claims, and contexts of liberal education from the late first
century b.c.e. to the third century c.e., the epoch of rhetorical education. He examines the
adaptation of Greek institutions, methods, and texts by the Romans and traces the Romans’ own
history of education. Bloomer argues that whereas Rome’s enduring educational legacy includes the
seven liberal arts and a canon of school texts, its practice of competitive displays of reading, writing,
and reciting were intended to instill in the young social as well as intellectual ideas.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: The Honest Courtesan Margaret F. Rosenthal, 2024-05-31
The Venetian courtesan has long captured the imagination as a female symbol of sexual license,
elegance, beauty, and unruliness. What then to make of the cortigiana onesta—the honest courtesan
who recast virtue as intellectual integrity and offered wit and refinement in return for patronage and
a place in public life? Veronica Franco (1546-1591) was such a woman, a writer and citizen of
Venice, whose published poems and familiar letters offer rich testimony to the complexity of the
honest courtesan's position. Margaret F. Rosenthal draws a compelling portrait of Veronica Franco
in her cultural social, and economic world. Rosenthal reveals in Franco's writing a passionate
support of defenseless women, strong convictions about inequality, and, in the eroticized language
of her epistolary verses, the seductive political nature of all poetic contests. It is Veronica Franco's
insight into the power conflicts between men and women—and her awareness of the threat she
posed to her male contemporaries—that makes her literary works and her dealings with Venetian
intellectuals so pertinent today. Combining the resources of biography, history, literary theory, and
cultural criticism, this sophisticated interdisciplinary work presents an eloquent and often moving
account of one woman's life as an act of self-creation and as a complex response to social forces and
cultural conditions. A book . . . pleasurably redolent of Venice in the 16th-century. Rosenthal gives a
vivid sense of a world of salons and coteries, of intricate networks of family and patronage, and of



literary exchanges both intellectual and erotic.—Helen Hackett, Times Higher Education
Supplement The Honest Courtesan is the basis for the film Dangerous Beauty (1998) directed by
Marshall Herskovitz. (The film was re-titled The Honest Courtesan for release in the UK and Europe
in 1999.)
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: Religion, Gender, and Culture in the Pre-Modern World B.
Britt, A. Cuffel, 2007-04-16 This book compares shifting formulations of gender, interfaith, and
ethnic relations across continents from antiquity to the Nineteenth century. Contributors address
three areas: depictions of homosexual and transgendered behaviours, conceptualizations of
femininity and masculinity, and the marriageability of ethnic and religious minorities.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: The Sleep of Reason Martha C. Nussbaum, Juha Sihvola,
2013-08-02 Sex is beyond reason, and yet we constantly reason about it. So, too, did the peoples of
ancient Greece and Rome. But until recently there has been little discussion of their views on erotic
experience and sexual ethics. The Sleep of Reason brings together an international group of
philosophers, philologists, literary critics, and historians to consider two questions normally kept
separate: how is erotic experience understood in classical texts of various kinds, and what ethical
judgments and philosophical arguments are made about sex? From same-sex desire to conjugal love,
and from Plato and Aristotle to the Roman Stoic Musonius Rufus, the contributors demonstrate the
complexity and diversity of classical sexuality. They also show that the ethics of eros, in both Greece
and Rome, shared a number of commonalities: a focus not only on self-mastery, but also on
reciprocity; a concern among men not just for penetration and display of their power, but also for
being gentle and kind, and for being loved for themselves; and that women and even younger men
felt not only gratitude and acceptance, but also joy and sexual desire. Contributors: * Eva Cantarella
* Kenneth Dover * Chris Faraone * Simon Goldhill * Stephen Halliwell * David M. Halperin * J.
Samuel Houser * Maarit Kaimio * David Konstan * David Leitao * Martha C. Nussbaum * A. W. Price
* Juha Sihvola
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: The Homoerotics of Orientalism Joseph A. Boone,
2014-03-25 One of the largely untold stories of Orientalism is the degree to which the Middle East
has been associated with deviant male homosexuality by scores of Western travelers, historians,
writers, and artists for well over four hundred years. And this story stands to shatter our
preconceptions of Orientalism. To illuminate why and how the Islamicate world became the locus for
such fantasies and desires, Boone deploys a supple mode of analysis that reveals how the cultural
exchanges between Middle East and West have always been reciprocal and often mutual, amatory as
well as bellicose. Whether examining European accounts of Istanbul and Egypt as hotbeds of
forbidden desire, juxtaposing Ottoman homoerotic genres and their European imitators, or
unlocking the homoerotic encoding in Persian miniatures and Orientalist paintings, this remarkable
study models an ethics of crosscultural reading that exposes, with nuance and economy, the crucial
role played by the homoerotics of Orientalism in shaping the world as we know it today. A
contribution to studies in visual culture as well as literary and social history, The Homoerotics of
Orientalism draws on primary sources ranging from untranslated Middle Eastern manuscripts and
European belles-lettres to miniature paintings and photographic erotica that are presented here for
the first time.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: Poetry and Bondage Andrea Brady, 2021-10-21 Poetry and
Bondage is a groundbreaking and comprehensive study of the history of poetic constraint. For
millennia, poets have compared verse to bondage – chains, fetters, cells, or slavery. Tracing this
metaphor from Ovid through the present, Andrea Brady reveals the contributions to poetics of
people who are actually in bondage. How, the book asks, does our understanding of the lyric – and
the political freedoms and forms of human being it is supposed to epitomise – change, if we listen to
the voices of enslaved and imprisoned poets? Bringing canonical and contemporary poets into
dialogue, from Thomas Wyatt to Rob Halpern, Emily Dickinson to M. NourbeSe Philip, and Phillis
Wheatley to Lisa Robertson, the book also examines poetry that emerged from the plantation and the
prison. This book is a major intervention in lyric studies and literary criticism, interrogating the



whiteness of those disciplines and exploring the possibilities for committed poetry today.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: Love Between Women Bernadette J. Brooten,
2009-02-15 Love Between Women examines female homoeroticism and the role of women in the
ancient Roman world. Employing an unparalleled range of cultural sources, Brooten finds evidence
of marriages between women and establishes that condemnations of female homoerotic practices
were based on widespread awareness of love between women. An extraordinary accomplishment. . .
. A definitive source for all future discussion of homoeroticism and the Bible.—Mary Rose D'Angelo,
Harvard Gay & Lesbian Review [Brooten's] convincing analysis . . . not only profoundly reshapes our
understanding of the past, but it should also shape the way in which that past, particularly the early
Christian texts with their immense normative weight, will be used for the future.—Anne L. Clark,
Journal of Lesbian Studies Love Between Women gives contemporary debates on sexuality a
carefully delineated past. It boldly insists upon a different future, one informed by history but not
tyrannized by it.—Susan Ackerman, Lambda Book Report Fascinating, provocative and lucid. . . .
Brooten has made a fundamental contribution to women's and gender studies, gay and lesbian
studies, and classics.—Elizabeth A. Castelli, Women's Review of Books Winner of the Lambda
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  the garden of priapus amy richlin: Sex, Violence, and Early Christian Texts Christy Cobb,
Eric Vanden Eykel, 2022-10-03 Examples of sexual violence and mentions of it appear with a
disturbing level of frequency in the literature of early Christianity. This collection of essays explores
these occurrences in canonical and noncanonical Christian texts from the first until the fifth
centuries CE. Drawing from a range of interpretive lenses, scholars of early Christianity approach
these writings with the goal of identifying how their authors employ the language of sexual assault,
rape, and violence in order to formulate and support various rhetorical and theological claims.
Individual chapters also address how and why these episodes of sexual violence have been ignored
or, sometimes, read in a way that would make them less problematic. As a collection, Sex, Violence,
and Early Christian Texts examines these texts carefully, ethically, and with an eye toward shining a
light on the scourge of sexual violence that is so often manifest in both ancient and contemporary
Christian communities.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: A Mind of Its Own David M. Friedman, 2008-09-04
Whether enemy or ally, demon or god, the source of satisfaction or the root of all earthly troubles,
the penis has forced humanity to wrestle with its enduring mysteries. Here, in an enlightening and
entertaining cultural study, is a book that gives context to the central role of the penis in Western
civilization. A man can hold his manhood in his hand, but who is really gripping whom? Is the penis
the best in man -- or the beast? How is man supposed to use it? And when does that use become
abuse? Of all the bodily organs, only the penis forces man to confront such contradictions:
something insistent yet reluctant, a tool that creates but also destroys, a part of the body that often
seems apart from the body. This is the conundrum that makes the penis both hero and villain in a
drama that shapes every man -- and mankind along with it. In A Mind of Its Own, David M. Friedman
shows that the penis is more than a body part. It is an idea, a conceptual but flesh-and-blood
measuring stick of man's place in the world. That men have a penis is a scientific fact; how they
think about it, feel about it, and use it is not. It is possible to identify the key moments in Western
history when a new idea of the penis addressed the larger mystery of man's relationship with it and
changed forever the way that organ was conceived of and put to use. A Mind of Its Own brilliantly
distills this complex and largely unexamined story. Deified by the pagan cultures of the ancient
world and demonized by the early Roman church, the organ was later secularized by pioneering
anatomists such as Leonardo da Vinci. After being measured scientifically in an effort to subjugate
some races while elevating others, the organ was psychoanalyzed by Sigmund Freud. As a result, the
penis assumed a paradigmatic role in psychology -- whether the patient was equipped with the organ
or envied those who were. Now, after being politicized by feminism and exploited in countless ways
by pop culture, the penis has been medicalized. As no one has before him, Friedman shows how the
arrival of erection industry products such as Viagra is more than a health or business story. It is the



latest -- and perhaps final -- chapter in one of the longest sagas in human history: the story of man's
relationship with his penis. A Mind of Its Own charts the vicissitudes of that relationship through its
often amusing, occasionally alarming, and never boring course. With intellectual rigor and a healthy
dose of wry humor, David M. Friedman serves up one of the most thought-provoking, significant, and
readable cultural works in years.
  the garden of priapus amy richlin: Prostitutes and Matrons in the Roman World Anise K.
Strong, 2016-07-12 Prostitutes and Matrons in the Roman World is the first substantial account of
elite Roman concubines and courtesans. Exploring the blurred line between proper matron and
wicked prostitute, it illuminates the lives of sexually promiscuous women like Messalina and Clodia,
as well as prostitutes with hearts of gold who saved Rome and their lovers in times of crisis. It also
offers insights into the multiple functions of erotic imagery and the circumstances in which
prostitutes could play prominent roles in Roman public and religious life. Tracing the evolution of
social stereotypes and concepts of virtue and vice in ancient Rome, this volume reveals the range of
life choices and sexual activity, beyond the traditional binary depiction of wives or prostitutes, that
were available to Roman women.
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