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Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English: A Comprehensive Guide for Learners

collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english stands as one of the most trusted and innovative
resources for those eager to master American English in depth. Unlike traditional dictionaries, this advanced
dictionary offers a unique approach to language learning by providing detailed definitions, authentic examples,
and contextual usage that truly resonate with learners and educators alike. Whether you’re a non-native
speaker aiming to polish your skills or an advanced learner wanting to deepen your understanding, the Collins
COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English is designed to be your reliable companion.

What Makes the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of
American English Special?

At its core, the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English is tailored for advanced learners
who want more than just a basic dictionary. Its defining characteristic lies in the way it presents language.
Instead of offering terse definitions, it explains words and phrases in full sentences, reflecting real usage
patterns. This method helps learners grasp not only what words mean but also how they are naturally used in
everyday American English.

Corpus-Based Approach: Learning from Real Language

One of the standout features of this dictionary is its foundation on corpus linguistics. Collins COBUILD
dictionaries are built using a massive database of authentic texts known as a corpus, which includes
newspapers, books, spoken conversations, and more. This means that every definition and example sentence is
drawn from real-life language, making the learning process highly relevant and practical.

Because of this corpus-based methodology, users of the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American
English can trust that they’re learning contemporary, accurate language usage rather than outdated or
overly formal expressions.

Key Features of the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of
American English

Navigating a dictionary can sometimes feel overwhelming, especially when dealing with advanced vocabulary.
The Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English simplifies this experience through several
thoughtful features:

1. Clear, Full-Sentence Definitions

Rather than short, cryptic dictionary entries, this resource uses complete sentences to define words. For
example, instead of just saying “run: to move quickly,” it might provide a definition like “run means to move your
legs faster than walking.” This approach makes meanings clearer and easier to remember.



2. Extensive Examples from Real Life

Each entry is accompanied by multiple example sentences taken directly from the corpus, illustrating how the
word is used in different contexts. This helps learners understand nuance, collocations, and common phrases
that accompany the word.

3. Emphasis on Usage and Grammar

Apart from meanings, the dictionary provides valuable information on grammar, word forms, and usage notes.
For instance, it clarifies whether a noun is countable or uncountable, or if a verb is typically followed by a
preposition. These details are crucial for mastering advanced English.

4. American English Focus

Though there are several COBUILD dictionaries, this edition specifically targets American English. It highlights
American spellings, pronunciations, and vocabulary, making it indispensable for learners aiming to communicate
fluently in the U.S. or with Americans worldwide.

How to Use the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American
English Effectively

Owning or accessing an advanced dictionary is one thing, but maximizing its benefits requires smart strategies.
Here are some tips to get the most out of the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English:

Set Specific Learning Goals

Use the dictionary to focus on particular areas, such as phrasal verbs, idiomatic expressions, or academic
vocabulary. The rich examples make it easier to see these in action and remember them.

Practice with Example Sentences

Don’t just read the definitions—engage actively by repeating or writing down example sentences. Try to create
your own sentences using the new words, mimicking the style and contexts provided.

Take Advantage of Usage Notes

Pay close attention to usage tips and grammar explanations. These insights often clarify common confusions,
such as differences between similar words or the appropriate register (formal vs. informal).

Compare Words and Synonyms

When you look up a word, consider checking related terms or synonyms provided in the dictionary.
Understanding subtle distinctions between similar words enriches vocabulary and sharpens precision in



communication.

Digital Access and Additional Resources

In today’s digital age, having an online or app version of the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of
American English adds tremendous convenience. Many learners appreciate the ability to quickly search for
words, listen to audio pronunciations, and access extra learning tools such as quizzes or vocabulary lists.

Interactive Features

The online edition often includes interactive features like:

Audio pronunciation by native American English speakers

Word frequency information to prioritize learning common vocabulary

Collocations and phrase suggestions for natural-sounding language

Integrated thesaurus to explore synonyms and antonyms

These tools transform dictionary consultation into an engaging learning session rather than a passive lookup.

Integration with Language Learning Platforms

Some educational platforms incorporate the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English into
their courses, allowing learners to seamlessly access definitions and examples as they read or practice. This
integration enhances comprehension and reinforces vocabulary retention.

Who Benefits Most from the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary
of American English?

This advanced dictionary is particularly beneficial for:

Advanced ESL/EFL Learners: Those preparing for high-level English proficiency exams like TOEFL, IELTS,
or GRE will find the precise definitions and usage notes invaluable.

Writers and Editors: Professionals seeking to refine their American English style appreciate the detailed
guidance on word choice and collocations.

Teachers and Educators: The dictionary serves as a resource to explain difficult vocabulary and
grammar points effectively to students.

Translators and Linguists: Access to authentic examples and nuanced meanings aids accurate
translation and linguistic analysis.



Comparing Collins COBUILD to Other Advanced English
Dictionaries

While there are many advanced English dictionaries available, such as the Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary or Merriam-Webster’s Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Collins COBUILD offers a distinctive edge
through its full-sentence definitions and corpus-backed content.

Many users praise the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English for its natural, learner-
friendly explanations that avoid confusing jargon. This makes it more approachable without sacrificing depth,
striking the right balance between accessibility and academic rigor.

Unique Advantages

Authentic Language Usage: Examples come from actual spoken and written sources.

Comprehensive Grammar Guidance: Detailed notes help avoid common pitfalls.

Focus on American English: Tailored specifically to American vocabulary and spelling conventions.

Tips for Incorporating the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary
into Daily Learning

To make vocabulary building and language improvement a natural part of your routine, consider these
practical tips:

Daily Word Exploration: Pick a word each day and study its definition, examples, and related phrases.1.

Contextual Practice: Use the dictionary’s example sentences to understand how words function in2.
different contexts, then try to use those words in your conversations or writing.

Note-taking: Keep a dedicated notebook or digital document where you jot down new words, interesting3.
collocations, and grammar points.

Regular Review: Periodically revisit your notes and test yourself to reinforce retention.4.

Integrating these habits with the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English can accelerate
your journey to mastery.

The Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English is more than just a reference book—it's a
comprehensive language learning tool that offers deep insights into American English vocabulary and usage. Its
user-friendly format and evidence-based content make it a standout choice for anyone serious about elevating
their English skills. Whether used in print or digitally, this dictionary provides the support needed to navigate
the complexities of American English with confidence and clarity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English?

The Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English is a comprehensive dictionary designed
specifically for learners of American English, featuring clear definitions, example sentences, and usage notes to
help users understand and use the language effectively.

How does the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary differ from other
American English dictionaries?

This dictionary uses a unique approach by providing definitions based on full-sentence examples and a corpus-
based method, making it especially useful for learners to understand context and real-life usage compared to
traditional dictionaries that rely on short definitions.

Is the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English suitable
for advanced learners?

Yes, it is specifically designed for advanced learners of American English, offering detailed explanations,
nuanced meanings, and extensive examples to aid in mastering complex language use.

Does the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary include pronunciation
guides?

Yes, the dictionary provides phonetic transcriptions and often includes audio pronunciations to help learners
accurately pronounce American English words.

Can the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary be accessed online?

Yes, Collins offers online access to the COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English through their
website and various digital platforms, often including additional learning resources and tools.

What kind of example sentences does the Collins COBUILD Advanced
Dictionary provide?

The dictionary provides example sentences that are taken from real-life sources and corpora, illustrating how
words and phrases are used naturally in American English contexts.

Is the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English updated
regularly?

Yes, Collins regularly updates the dictionary to reflect changes in language use, including new words,
phrases, and contemporary examples to keep the content relevant for users.

Additional Resources
Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English: An In-Depth Review

collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english stands out as a pivotal resource for learners,
educators, and linguists seeking a comprehensive understanding of American English vocabulary and usage. Since
its inception, the Collins COBUILD series has been renowned for its innovative approach to lexicography, and



the advanced dictionary tailored to American English continues this tradition by offering a unique blend of
clarity, context, and linguistic precision. This article explores the defining features, strengths, and areas for
consideration within the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English, highlighting its relevance
in today’s language learning and reference landscape.

Comprehensive Lexical Coverage and Contextual Clarity

One of the defining attributes of the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English is its extensive
lexical database. Unlike traditional dictionaries that often prioritize definitions in isolation, this dictionary
adopts a corpus-driven methodology. Drawing from the Collins Corpus—a vast collection of real-world
texts—the dictionary exemplifies authentic language usage. This corpus-based approach ensures that entries
reflect contemporary and natural American English, providing learners with examples that mirror actual
communication.

Corpus-Based Definitions

At its core, the dictionary uses full-sentence definitions that are designed to be intuitive and easily
comprehensible for advanced English learners. Instead of terse, dictionary-style explanations, the entries offer
explanatory sentences that contextualize the meaning, helping users grasp subtle nuances. For example, rather
than merely defining a word like “innovate” as “to introduce something new,” the dictionary provides a sentence
illustrating its practical use, facilitating deeper understanding.

Extensive Example Sentences

The inclusion of numerous example sentences is a hallmark of the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of
American English. These examples are drawn directly from the corpus, ensuring they are authentic and relevant.
This feature is particularly beneficial for ESL (English as a Second Language) learners who benefit from seeing
how words function in different contexts—be it formal, informal, academic, or conversational registers.

Features That Elevate the User Experience

Beyond its lexical content, the dictionary integrates several features designed to support user engagement and
comprehension. From pronunciation guides to collocations and grammar tips, the dictionary is a well-rounded
tool for mastering American English.

Pronunciation and Phonetic Support

Pronunciation is critical in language learning, and the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American
English provides detailed phonetic transcriptions using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). This feature
is complemented by audio pronunciations in digital formats, allowing users to hear native American English
speakers. Such resources are invaluable for learners aiming to perfect their accent and intonation patterns.

Collocations and Usage Notes

Understanding collocations—the habitual pairing of words—is essential for fluency. The dictionary excels in
this area by listing common collocations associated with each headword. This not only aids in vocabulary



retention but also helps learners sound more natural. Additionally, usage notes clarify common pitfalls,
register differences, and regional variations within American English, which is particularly useful for those
navigating the complexities of idiomatic expressions or slang.

Grammar and Language Tips

Another noteworthy aspect is the inclusion of grammar and language usage tips. These notes provide insights
into verb forms, preposition use, and syntactic structures relevant to the headword. This integrated approach
supports learners in constructing grammatically accurate sentences, enhancing their overall proficiency.

Comparative Analysis with Other Advanced Dictionaries

When positioned against other advanced American English dictionaries, such as Merriam-Webster’s Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary or the Oxford Advanced American Dictionary, the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary
of American English holds competitive advantages and some limitations worth considering.

Strengths Relative to Competitors

Corpus-Driven Authenticity: While many dictionaries rely on lexicographers’ expertise alone, Collins
COBUILD’s corpus-driven definitions and examples provide a more empirical foundation for understanding
usage.

Contextual Definitions: The use of full-sentence definitions enhances clarity, making complex vocabulary
accessible without sacrificing depth.

Rich Collocations and Usage Guidance: Few dictionaries place as much emphasis on collocations, a
feature that significantly benefits language learners aiming for fluency.

Areas for Improvement

Digital Integration: While Collins offers digital versions, some users find the interface less intuitive
compared to rivals with more polished apps and web platforms.

Scope of Slang and Emerging Terms: Given the rapid evolution of American English slang, periodic updates
are necessary to keep pace. Some critiques suggest that Collins COBUILD could accelerate its update
cycles to capture newer colloquialisms.

Pricing and Accessibility: The advanced nature and comprehensive content sometimes come with a higher
price point, which may limit access for casual learners.

Who Benefits Most from the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary



of American English?

The dictionary’s design and features cater primarily to advanced learners of American English, including
university students, professional linguists, translators, and educators. Its emphasis on authentic usage and
contextual learning aids those requiring more than a simple definition—individuals who aim to understand the
subtleties of meaning and usage in a variety of real-life contexts.

Academic and Professional Use

In academic environments, where precision and nuanced understanding are critical, the Collins COBUILD
Advanced Dictionary of American English serves as a reliable reference. It supports writing and research by
providing examples of formal and informal registers and clarifying subtle semantic differences between near-
synonyms.

Self-Learners and ESL Students

For self-directed learners and ESL students, the dictionary’s clear definitions and extensive example sentences
make it an accessible yet challenging resource. Its grammar tips and collocation highlights facilitate
independent study, enabling learners to internalize patterns of natural language use.

Integration with Modern Learning Tools

In the digital age, the importance of multimedia and interactive features cannot be overstated. Collins has
adapted its dictionary offerings to include online access and mobile applications that complement the print
edition. These platforms often feature audio pronunciations, search functionalities, and learning exercises that
enhance user engagement.

However, compared to some competitors, the user interface and integration of supplementary learning tools in
the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English could benefit from modernization. Enhanced
interactivity, personalized learning paths, and integration with language learning apps could further elevate
its utility in a tech-savvy market.

Final Thoughts on the Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of
American English

The Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary of American English remains a distinguished resource in the
lexicographical field, particularly for those seeking depth and authenticity in language learning. Its corpus-
based methodology, contextual explanations, and attention to collocations offer a rich linguistic experience
that supports advanced users in mastering American English with precision and confidence. While there are
opportunities to improve digital accessibility and update cycles, the dictionary’s core strengths firmly
establish it as a valuable companion for serious learners, educators, and language professionals alike.
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methodologies and concerns of the historical dictionaries and specialist dictionaries respectively,
while chapters in Part IV examine specific topics such as description and prescription; the
representation of pronunciation; and the practicalities of dictionary production. The book ends with
a chronology of the major events in the history of lexicography. It will be a valuable resource for
students, scholars, and practitioners in the field.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: English-Japanese Advanced
Dictionary of American English (Collins) Collins, 2008-03 The Collins COBUILD Advanced
Dictionary of American English English/Japanese is specially designed for Japanese-speaking
learners of English who need the extra support of their native language. This bilingual learner's
dictionary provides Japanese translations for all definitions, senses, examples, and explanatory terms
to complement the English material and to provide additional support to the learner when they
encounter a difficult word or expression.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: Collins COBUILD Advanced
Dictionary John McHardy Sinclair, 2009 This is the 6th edition of the Collins Cobuild Advanced
Learner's English Dictionary. This new edition of the flagship Collins Cobuild dictionary for
advanced learners of English, gives up-to-date coverage of today's English, and transforms the
learner's dictionary from an occasional reference into the best possible learning resource.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: Vocabulary Ronald Carter,
2012-03-15 How do we teach and learn vocabulary? How do words work in literary texts? In this
book, Ronald Carter provides the necessary basis for the further study of modern English vocabulary
with particular reference to linguistic descriptive frameworks and educational contexts. Vocabulary:
Applied Linguistic Perspectives includes an introductory account of linguistic approaches to the
analysis of the modern lexicon in English and discusses key topics such as vocabulary and language
teaching, dictionaries and lexicography and the literary, stylistic study of vocabulary. This Routledge
Linguistics Classic includes a substantial new introductory chapter situating the book in the current
digital age, covering changes and developments in related fields from lexicography and corpus
linguistics to vocabulary testing and assessment as well as additional new references. Vocabulary:
Applied Linguistic Perspectives has been widely praised since first publication for the breadth, depth
and clarity of its approach and is a key text for postgraduate students and researchers studying
vocabulary within the fields of English Language, Applied Linguistics and Education.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: Vocabulary Assessment to
Support Instruction Margaret G. McKeown, Paul D. Deane, Ren� R. Lawless, 2017-07-18 The
importance of teaching and assessing vocabulary -- A new perspective for thinking about vocabulary
-- Surveying the state of vocabulary assessment -- Which words and word meanings should we teach
and assess? -- How should we assess vocabulary? -- Classroom practices for vocabulary instruction --
The role of technology to support adaptive, flexible, and scalable assessments -- Resources for
developing a nation of word learners
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: Lexicography and Terminology
Olga Karpova, Olga M. Karpova, Faina Kartashkova, 2009-03-26 The present book contains a
collection of works devoted to current trends in theoretical and practical lexicography, terminology
and terminography. All papers are divided into two main sections. Part I: Lexicography deals with
analysis of historical and typological problems in lexicography with special reference to English,
Italian, Russian and Southern African dictionaries for general- and special- purposes. The main focus
is given to the description of principles in lexicographic presentation of non-equivalent lexics,
rhyming slang, idioms, clichés and gender nominations of people in bilingual and monolingual
dictionaries. Part II: Terminology and Terminography is devoted to description of the current
tendencies observed in terminology and terminography studies with special reference to modern
European languages such as English, Russian, Norwegian, etc. Terms of different special domains
are viewed from the angle of the latest achievements of modern science, cognitive linguistics in
particular. It reveals specific features of terminological word-combinations, terms in colloquial use,
peculiarities of terms belonging to newly formed Languages for Special purposes, typical features of



recently appeared LSPs and presentations of new dictionaries’ projects of different subject areas.
This part reveals international nature of current tendencies in terminology studies and shows the
national ways of their functioning and presentation in special dictionaries.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: The Bloomsbury Companion
To Lexicography Howard Jackson, 2013-10-10 The Bloomsbury Companion to Lexicography offers
the definitive guide to a key area of linguistic study. Each companion is a comprehensive reference
resource featuring an overview of key topics, research areas, new directions and a manageable
guide to beginning or developing research in the field. Lexicography, as the practice of compiling
dictionaries, has a long tradition that has been, for much of the time, largely independent of
linguistics. The direct influence of linguistics on lexicography goes back around 50 years, though
longer in the case of learners' dictionaries. The present volume aims to reflect on the research that
has been and is being done in lexicography and to point the way forward. It tackles, among other
topics, the critique of dictionaries in the electronic medium, the future of historical lexicography in
the electronic mode with special reference to the online Oxford English Dictionary, and
e-lexicography in general.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: The Bloomsbury Handbook of
Lexicography Howard Jackson, 2022-02-24 A definitive guide to the long tradition of lexicography,
this handbook is a rigorous and systematic overview of the field and its recent developments.
Featuring key topics, research areas, new directions and a manageable guide to beginning and
developing research in the field, this one-volume reference provides both a survey of current
research and more practical guidance for advanced study. Fully updated and revised to take account
of recent developments, in particular innovations in digital technology and online lexicography, this
second edition features: - 6 new chapters, covering metalexicography, lexicography for Asian
languages, lexicography for endangered and minority languages, onomasiological lexicography,
collaborative lexicography, and internet dictionaries - Thoroughly revised chapters on learner
dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries and future directions, alongside a significantly updated third part
on 'New Directions in Lexicography', accounting for innovations in digital lexicography - An
expanded glossary of key terms and an updated annotated bibliography Identifying and describing
the central concepts associated with lexicography and its main branches of study, The Bloomsbury
Handbook of Lexicography demonstrates the direct influence of linguistics on the development of
the field and is an essential resource for anyone interested in this area.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: The Routledge Handbook of
Lexicography Pedro A. Fuertes-Olivera, 2017-10-02 The Routledge Handbook of Lexicography
provides a comprehensive overview of the major approaches to lexicography and their applications
within the field. This Handbook features key case studies and cutting-edge contributions from an
international range of practitioners, teachers, and researchers. Analysing the theory and practice of
compiling dictionaries within the digital era, the 47 chapters address the core issues of: The
foundations of lexicography, and its interactions with other disciplines including Corpus Linguistics
and Information Science; Types of dictionaries, for purposes such as translation and teaching;
Innovative specialised dictionaries such as the Oenolex wine dictionary and the Online Dictionary of
New Zealand Sign Language; Lexicography and world languages, including Arabic, Hindi, Russian,
Chinese, and Indonesian; The future of lexicography, including the use of the Internet, user
participation, and dictionary portals. The Routledge Handbook of Lexicography is essential reading
for researchers and students working in this area.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: When I use a word, it means
just what I choose it to mean-neither more nor less. Studies in honour of Stefania
Nuccorini Dora Faraci, Giovanni Iamartino, Lucilla Lopriore, Martina Nied Curcio, Serenella
Zanotti, 2024-02-16 Il volume raccoglie una serie di quattordici saggi da parte di studiosi italiani e
stranieri – colleghe e colleghi, allieve di un tempo, amici – che hanno inteso così onorare la figura
personale e professionale di Stefania Nuccorini, Professore Onorario dell’Università di Roma Tre, e
autorevole studiosa di lingua e linguistica inglese. I saggi esplorano ambiti di ricerca in cui si è



distinta l’operosità scientifica di Stefania Nuccorini, definita “Master of Words” dalle colleghe e
amiche di Roma Tre. In primis, passato, presente e futuro della lessicografia, con saggi sui glossari
anglosassoni (Faraci), note d’uso nella storia della lessicografia inglese (Bejoint), learners’
dictionaries (Klotz) e e-lexicography (Pettini). Poi, studi di carattere lessicologico, con particolare
riferimento alle collocazioni (Pinnavaia), agli anglicismi in italiano (Pulcini e Fiasco), ai verba dicendi
in prospettiva comparativa e traduttiva inglese-italiano (Bruti), nonché all’uso di già nella traduzione
audiovisiva dall’inglese (Pavesi e Zanotti). Di taglio didattico e transculturale sono due saggi su
English as a Lingua Franca (Lopriore, Sperti) e un terzo sull’inglese come relay language (Nied
Curcio). Completano la raccolta due saggi di carattere letterario e teatrale, relativi a Laurence
Sterne (Ruggieri) e al Macbeth shakespeariano (Di Giovanni e Raffi), mentre si muove tra lingua e
letteratura un saggio sulle pratiche stenografiche di Charles Dickens (Bowles). DOI:
10.13134/9rdp-3r87
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: Pseudo-English Cristiano Furiassi,
Henrik Gottlieb, 2015-03-10 This volume focuses on how English, through false Anglicisms,
influences several European languages, including Italian, Spanish, French, German, Danish and
Norwegian. Studies on false Gallicisms are also included, thus showing how English may be affected
by false borrowings.
  collins cobuild advanced dictionary of american english: Educated Fiji English Lena Zipp,
2014-02-15 This volume contains a comprehensive corpus-based study of prepositional constructions
in written Fiji English. It explores the endo- and exonormative dynamics of norm-giving and
norm-developing varieties and contributes to our understanding of structural nativization and
variety formation in a multi-ethnic setting. The book provides an account of the sociolinguistic
development of English in Fiji against the backdrop of the country's colonial and post-independence
history, with special focus on the Indo-Fijian part of the population. Drawing on the written sections
of the Indian, Great Britain, New Zealand and preliminary Fiji components of the International
Corpus of English, quantitative and qualitative analyses of prepositional phenomena are conducted
on the word level (frequency, semantic effects and stylistic variation), phrase level (productivity in
verb-particle combinations), and pattern level (prepositions and -ing clauses). The book will be
relevant to scholars interested in lexico-grammar, variety and corpus linguistics, and sociolinguistics
in general.
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