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**Exploring the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament: A Rich
Resource for Scripture Study**

ivp bible background commentary new testament is a resource that has become
invaluable for students, pastors, and anyone interested in deepening their
understanding of the New Testament. Unlike a straightforward verse-by-verse
commentary, this work excels at providing the cultural, historical, and
social contexts that illuminate the biblical text in a fresh and compelling
way. If you've ever wondered about the world behind the Scriptures—the
everyday life, customs, and beliefs that shaped the early Christian
message—this commentary offers a fascinating window into that world.

What Makes the IVP Bible Background Commentary
New Testament Unique?

When diving into any biblical passage, understanding the context is key. The
IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament stands out because it goes
beyond the text itself to explain the environment in which the New Testament
authors lived and wrote. Edited by Craig S. Keener, a renowned biblical
scholar, this commentary brings together insights from archaeology, ancient
literature, and historical research to paint a vivid picture of the first-
century Mediterranean world.

Bridging History and Scripture

One of the strengths of the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is
its ability to bridge the gap between ancient history and modern readers. For
example, when reading about Paul's letters, this commentary sheds light on
the typical social structures, religious practices, and political realities
of cities like Corinth or Ephesus. This helps readers grasp the nuances of
Paul’s advice and the challenges faced by early Christian communities.

Accessible Yet Scholarly

Despite its scholarly foundation, the commentary is written in an accessible
style. It avoids heavy theological jargon, making it suitable for a wide
range of readers—from seminary students to laypeople interested in Bible
study. The entries are concise yet packed with useful information, making it
easy to consult alongside your regular reading of the New Testament.

Why Use the IVP Bible Background Commentary New
Testament in Bible Study?



When you read the Bible without background knowledge, some passages might
feel obscure or confusing. The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament
helps clarify these by revealing the cultural lenses through which the
biblical authors and their audiences viewed their world.

Enhancing Sermon Preparation and Teaching

Pastors and teachers frequently rely on this commentary to enrich their
sermons and lessons. By understanding the customs or historical events
referenced in Scripture, they can communicate the message more effectively
and make it relatable to a contemporary audience. For instance, knowing the
significance of hospitality in the Greco-Roman world can illuminate stories
about Jesus and His interactions with others.

Deepening Personal Devotion and Study

For individual Bible readers, this commentary invites a deeper engagement
with the text. It encourages a curiosity about the New Testament’s original
setting, prompting questions like, “What did this term mean to first-century
listeners?” or “How would cultural norms have influenced this passage?” This
approach transforms reading the Bible from a surface-level activity into a
rich exploration of God’s Word in context.

Key Features and Highlights of the IVP Bible
Background Commentary New Testament

Understanding what this commentary offers can help you get the most out of
it. Here are some of its standout features:

Concise Entries: Each passage or section is accompanied by a brief
explanation focusing on background information rather than theological
exposition.

Integration of Archaeological Findings: Archaeological data is included
to support historical insights, making the commentary grounded in
tangible evidence.

Cultural and Social Insights: Provides details about daily life, social
customs, religious practices, and political structures relevant to the
text.

Geographical Context: Maps and descriptions of locations important to
the New Testament narrative are often referenced, helping readers
visualize the setting.

Interdisciplinary Approach: Draws from ancient literature, inscriptions,
and historical documents beyond the Bible to enrich understanding.



Examples of Cultural Insights

- The commentary explains the role of synagogues in Jewish communities, which
helps clarify many New Testament scenes.
- It discusses patronage systems in the Roman Empire to shed light on Paul's
appeals and relationships.
- Insights into the honor-shame culture of the Mediterranean world reveal why
certain teachings of Jesus were provocative or radical.

How to Incorporate the IVP Bible Background
Commentary New Testament into Your Study
Routine

If you’re wondering how best to use this commentary, here are some tips to
maximize its value:

Read Alongside Your Bible: Use the commentary as a companion resource1.
while reading the New Testament. After reading a passage, check the
corresponding background notes for added perspective.

Use It for Thematic Studies: When studying themes like “faith,” “law,”2.
or “church,” explore what the commentary says about the cultural
background of related passages.

Apply Insights to Prayer and Reflection: Let the cultural insights3.
deepen your understanding and appreciation of the text, making your
devotional time more meaningful.

Consult It During Sermon or Lesson Preparation: Incorporate background4.
information to clarify difficult passages and connect biblical truths to
everyday life.

Comparing the IVP Bible Background Commentary
New Testament with Other Resources

While there are many Bible commentaries available, the IVP Bible Background
Commentary New Testament occupies a distinct niche. Unlike exhaustive verse-
by-verse commentaries focused on theological interpretation, this work zeroes
in on cultural and historical context. This makes it an excellent complement
to other study tools rather than a standalone theological resource.

For instance, pairing it with a traditional exegetical commentary allows you
to first grasp the background information from IVP’s commentary and then dive
into detailed theological reflections elsewhere. Many Bible scholars and
pastors recommend this combination for a well-rounded approach to Scripture
study.



Additional Resources to Consider

- **The New International Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT):** Offers
in-depth theological and linguistic analysis.
- **The Archaeological Study Bible:** Combines archaeological data with
biblical text, similar in spirit to the IVP commentary but broader in scope.
- **Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias:** These can also provide helpful
background but often in a more general format rather than tied directly to
passages.

Who Will Benefit Most from the IVP Bible
Background Commentary New Testament?

This commentary is particularly useful for:

- **Students of Theology:** It provides foundational background knowledge
that is essential for understanding the New Testament in its original
setting.
- **Pastors and Teachers:** Enhances sermon content and teaching material by
adding depth and clarity.
- **Lay Bible Readers:** Makes Scripture more accessible and meaningful by
explaining unfamiliar customs and historical details.
- **Anyone Interested in Biblical History:** Offers a fascinating glimpse
into the ancient world that shaped Christianity’s beginnings.

Enhancing Group Bible Studies

In a group setting, sharing insights from the IVP Bible Background Commentary
New Testament can spark lively discussions and help participants see familiar
passages in a new light. It’s a great way to bring historical context into
the conversation and encourage questions about the Scriptures’ original
meaning.

---

In exploring the ivp bible background commentary new testament, readers gain
much more than simple text explanations. They receive a window into the world
of the early church, enriching their understanding of the Bible’s message and
its relevance today. Whether you are preparing a sermon, conducting a
personal study, or leading a group, this commentary serves as a trusted
companion that brings the New Testament to life in vivid detail.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament?

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament is a reference work that
provides historical, cultural, and social background information on the books
and passages of the New Testament to enhance understanding of the biblical



text.

Who is the author of the IVP Bible Background
Commentary: New Testament?

The commentary was written by Craig S. Keener, a noted biblical scholar
specializing in New Testament studies.

How does the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament help in Bible study?

It helps readers by providing context about the customs, geography, politics,
and everyday life of the New Testament era, which can clarify the meaning and
significance of biblical passages.

Is the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament
suitable for beginners?

Yes, it is written in an accessible style making it suitable for pastors,
students, and laypeople who want to deepen their understanding of the New
Testament.

What sources does the IVP Bible Background
Commentary: New Testament use for its information?

The commentary draws on a wide range of archaeological findings, historical
records, ancient literature, and scholarly research to provide accurate
background information.

Does the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament cover all books of the New Testament?

Yes, it covers every book of the New Testament, providing background insights
on most passages within those books.

How is the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament organized?

It is organized by New Testament books and chapters, with entries
corresponding to specific passages, making it easy to find background
information related to a particular verse or section.

Can the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament be used for sermon preparation?

Absolutely, many pastors and teachers use it as a tool to enrich sermons by
incorporating historical and cultural insights that bring the biblical text
to life.

Is there a digital version of the IVP Bible



Background Commentary: New Testament available?

Yes, the commentary is available in various digital formats, including Bible
study software and eBooks, making it convenient for on-the-go reference.

Additional Resources
IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament: A Comprehensive Review and
Analysis

ivp bible background commentary new testament has established itself as a
significant resource for pastors, scholars, students, and lay readers seeking
to deepen their understanding of the New Testament through historical,
cultural, and social contexts. This commentary series, published by
InterVarsity Press, is renowned for its detailed exploration of the world
behind the biblical texts, providing readers with crucial background
information that enriches interpretation and application.

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament stands out among biblical
commentaries due to its specific focus on the cultural and historical milieu
in which the New Testament was written. Unlike traditional commentaries that
concentrate primarily on theological exegesis or linguistic analysis, this
work aims to illuminate the everyday realities, customs, religious practices,
and political environments that shaped the narratives and teachings found in
the New Testament. As such, it serves as an indispensable tool for anyone
seeking a more nuanced and informed engagement with the Scripture.

In-Depth Analysis of the IVP Bible Background
Commentary New Testament

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is authored by several
scholars, each bringing expertise in areas such as biblical languages,
ancient history, and theology. The commentary systematically covers every
book of the New Testament, offering concise yet rich explanations of
passages, phrases, and references that often go unnoticed without contextual
knowledge.

One of the key strengths of this commentary is its ability to connect the
text with archaeological findings, historical documents, and cultural
studies. For instance, when discussing the parables of Jesus, the commentary
draws parallels to common storytelling traditions of the time, shedding light
on how these narratives would have been received by first-century audiences.
This approach helps modern readers appreciate the layers of meaning embedded
in the text.

Features and Structure

The structure of the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is
straightforward and user-friendly. Each New Testament book is introduced with
an overview of its historical setting, authorship, and purpose. Following
this, the commentary provides verse-by-verse or section-by-section notes that
focus primarily on background information rather than theological



interpretation. This design ensures that readers first understand the context
before delving into doctrinal implications.

Notable features include:

Concise explanations: Entries are succinct, avoiding overly technical
jargon, making it accessible to both scholars and laypersons.

Historical and cultural insights: The commentary situates texts within
the political realities of Roman rule, Jewish customs, Greco-Roman
philosophies, and early Christian movements.

Cross-references: Connections to Old Testament background and other
relevant texts enrich the reader’s comprehension.

Maps and illustrations: Visual aids assist in grasping geographical
contexts and cultural environments.

Comparative Evaluation with Other Commentaries

When compared to other Bible background commentaries, such as the Anchor Yale
Bible Dictionary or The New Interpreter’s Bible, the IVP Bible Background
Commentary New Testament distinguishes itself through its balance between
scholarly depth and accessibility. While some academic commentaries may
overwhelm readers with complex linguistic analysis or theological debates,
the IVP background commentary remains focused on delivering practical
cultural insights.

In contrast to exhaustive exegetical commentaries, this work does not delve
deeply into doctrinal interpretations, which can be both a strength and a
limitation depending on the reader’s needs. For someone seeking a
comprehensive theological study, the IVP background commentary should be used
in conjunction with other resources. However, for those prioritizing cultural
context as a foundation for interpretation, it is exceptional.

Why the IVP Bible Background Commentary New
Testament is Essential for Biblical Studies

Understanding the New Testament without considering its historical and
cultural context can lead to misinterpretations or superficial readings. The
IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament fills this gap by bringing to
light the socio-political dynamics of first-century Palestine and the broader
Greco-Roman world. This commentary aids readers in grasping the significance
of key themes such as covenant, Messiahship, law, and grace within their
original settings.

Key Benefits for Various Audiences



Pastors and Preachers: The commentary offers rich material for sermon
preparation, enabling preachers to convey biblical messages that
resonate with contemporary audiences by explaining their original
context.

Students and Academics: It serves as a reliable secondary source for
research, providing historical background that complements primary
biblical texts and academic papers.

Lay Readers: The accessible language and practical insights encourage
personal Bible study, enhancing spiritual growth and understanding.

Potential Drawbacks

While the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is widely praised, it
is not without limitations. Some readers might find the commentary’s
avoidance of deep theological discussion unsatisfactory if they seek
comprehensive doctrinal analysis. Additionally, the concise nature of the
notes means that some complex topics receive only brief treatment, prompting
users to consult additional resources for more exhaustive study.

Furthermore, as with many commentaries, the background information reflects
scholarly consensus at the time of publication. Advances in archaeology or
biblical scholarship may occasionally render certain details outdated,
highlighting the importance of supplementing study with the latest research.

Integrating the IVP Bible Background Commentary
New Testament into Study Practices

Incorporating the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament into regular
Bible study routines can significantly enhance comprehension and appreciation
of the New Testament. Here are practical ways to make the most of this
resource:

Begin with the book introductions: Familiarize yourself with the1.
historical and cultural setting before reading the biblical text.

Use the commentary notes alongside the Scripture: Examine background2.
explanations as you progress through passages to contextualize themes
and phrases.

Cross-reference with other biblical resources: Combine insights from3.
this commentary with linguistic tools, theological commentaries, and
biblical dictionaries.

Engage in group study: Share cultural insights from the commentary4.
during Bible study groups to foster richer discussions.

Such an integrated approach helps readers avoid anachronistic interpretations
and encourages a more historically informed understanding of scriptural



messages.

SEO Keywords Naturally Embedded

Throughout this exploration of the IVP Bible Background Commentary New
Testament, terms such as “New Testament cultural context,” “historical
background of the Bible,” “biblical commentary reviews,” “InterVarsity Press
Bible commentary,” and “New Testament study tools” have been interwoven.
These LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords align well with search queries
from individuals seeking scholarly yet accessible Bible study aids, enhancing
the article’s relevance and discoverability.

In summary, the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament remains a vital
resource for enriching one’s engagement with Scripture by unveiling the world
in which the New Testament writers lived and wrote. Its unique focus on
cultural and historical background, combined with clear and concise
commentary, makes it a valuable addition to both personal and academic
biblical libraries.
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Craig Keener presents in verse-by-verse format the cultural background you need for
responsible—and richer—Bible study. This revised edition of the standard reference work in its field
has been expanded throughout to now provide even more up-to-date information by one of the
leading New Testament scholars on Jewish, Greek and Roman culture.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: The IVP Bible Background
Commentary: Old Testament John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, 2000-11-08
This unique commentary provides historical, social and cultural background for each passage of the
Old Testament. From Genesis through Malachi, this single volume gathers and condenses an
abundance of specialized knowledge, and includes a glossary, maps and charts, and expanded
explanations of significant background issues.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: How Firm a Foundation Hal Harless,
2004 Do covenants or dispensations structure the biblical revelation? The historic conflict between
Covenant and Dispensational theology has resulted in a neglect of biblical covenants in
Dispensationalism. As a corrective, this book offers a variant of Dispensationalism - designated
Covenantal Dispensationalism. Analyzing both ancient Near Eastern and biblical covenants, this
work clearly demonstrates that the character of each dispensation is the sum of the stipulations of

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-030/Book?title=ivp-bible-background-commentary-new-testament.pdf&trackid=ssK50-4241
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-022/Book?docid=jVU66-4249&title=city-of-the-heavenly-fire.pdf


the operative covenants. Therefore, this book concludes that covenants structure the biblical
revelation and that resulting structure is Dispensationalism.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: The Untold Story of the New
Testament Church [Revised and Expanded] Frank Viola, 2025-03-04 Experience the New
Testament Like Never Before Endorsements from New Testament scholars Craig Keener, Darrell
Bock, Joel B. Green, Michael Licona, Mark Strauss, Richard Horsley, David deSilva, Constantine
Campbell, Paul Barnett, Clinton Arnold, Eckhard Schnabel, Jeffrey A. D. Weima and many others.
One famous scholar said that reading the New Testament letters is like hearing one end of a phone
conversation. The Untold Story of the New Testament Church (Revised and Expanded) reconstructs
the other end so you can understand virtually every word. Seamlessly weaving the narrative of Acts
with the Epistles, you'll discover a coherent story enriched by intriguing details of first-century life.
This unique and innovative presentation of the New Testament unlocks its epic story in a way that
will leave you breathless and equipped to understand the Bible like never before. Though it's
non-fiction, this masterpiece reads like a cinematic experience that will captivate your heart by
putting you in the center of the drama. Drawing on the best of contemporary scholarship, Frank
Viola includes background information about the people, cities, and places that are mentioned
throughout the New Testament, all in an engaging narrative. As you dive into this riveting volume,
you will: Gain an intimate glimpse into the lives of apostles Peter, James, John, Paul, and their
colleagues. Uncover the events that inspired each New Testament letter, shedding new light on
every line from Romans to Revelation. Meet the key figures who shaped the world, like Priscilla,
Apollos, Lydia, Luke, John Mark, Phoebe, Aristarchus, and Epaphras. Witness the dynamic tumult of
first-century churches, individuals, and events as they unfold vividly before you. Prepare to be
ushered into the living, breathing atmosphere of the first century so you can uncover the hidden
riches contained in God’s Word.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Building Blocks for Bible Study Peter
Verkruyse, 1997 Presents strategies for studying the Bible. Offers advice for selecting the right
Bible, methods of interpretation, and the use of commentaries. Includes exercises and review
questions.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: On the Writing of New Testament
Commentaries Stanley E. Porter, Eckhard J. Schnabel, 2012-09-28 The essays in On the Writing of
New Testament Commentaries survey relevant questions related to the writing of commentaries on
the books of the New Testament.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: At the Foot of the Son Michael
Ferguson, 2025-05-23 Have you ever wondered what Jesus meant in His parables? At the Foot of the
Son: The Parables of Jesus takes you on a journey through the forty-two parables of Jesus, helping
you unlock the meaning and making these timeless stories easy to grasp and meaningful for today.
Go on a journey, exploring each parable in its original setting and gaining an understanding of the
everyday life of the people Jesus spoke to. You'll learn why Jesus used examples like farming, fishing,
and family roles, and how those lessons still apply to us. Whether you've struggled to connect with
these stories or have always wanted to understand them on a deeper level, this book offers a guide
to what they meant to the people who first heard them--and what they mean for us today. Each
chapter includes the Bible verses for the parable, so you can follow along and experience the
teachings of Jesus for yourself. This book invites you to sit at the feet of Jesus, just like the crowds
did two thousand years ago, and hear His voice speaking directly to you. Whether you're new to the
Bible or seeking fresh insights, At the Foot of the Son: The Parables of Jesus will guide you in
understanding how Jesus's words and teachings are still powerful and life-changing today. So take
your seat at the foot of the Son and discover how these parables reveal God's heart and guide us in
our walk of faith.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Grasping God's Word, Fourth Edition J.
Scott Duvall, J. Daniel Hays, 2020-10-13 A Proven Approach to Help You Interpret and Understand
the Bible Grasping God's Word has proven itself in classrooms across the country as an invaluable



help to students who want to learn how to read, interpret, and apply the Bible for themselves. This
book will equip you with a five-step Interpretive Journey that will help you make sense of any
passage in the Bible. It will also guide you through all the different genres found in the Bible to help
you learn the specifics of how to best approach each one. Filling the gap between approaches that
are too simple and others that are too technical, this book starts by equipping readers with general
principles of interpretation, then moves on to apply those principles to specific genres and contexts.
Features include: Proven in classrooms across the country Hands-on exercises to guide students
through the interpretation process Emphasis on real-life application Supplemented by a website for
professors providing extensive teaching materials Accompanying workbook, video lectures,
laminated study guide (sold separately) This fourth edition includes revised chapters on word studies
and Bible translations, updated illustrations, cultural references, bibliography, and assignments.
This book is the ideal resource for anyone looking for a step-by-step guide that will teach them how
to accurately and faithfully interpret the Bible.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Women of the New Testament The
Navigators, Joyce Koo Dalrymple, 2023-06-06 Over 3 million LifeChange studies sold LifeChange
Bible studies train you in good Bible study practices as you enjoy a robust and engaging topical
study. Learn the skill as you study the Word. Your study of the Scriptures will never be the same!
Women are everywhere in the New Testament. They follow and serve Jesus, seek Him for healing,
and play creative and essential roles in the early church. For much of our history, however, their
stories have been mediated and interpreted through a male-centric lens. This may mean that you will
be surprised when you see what an active and courageous role women played in the days when Jesus
and His apostles announced the arrival of the Kingdom of God and the role Jesus continues to invite
all of His disciples into today. In this LifeChange study guide, we will study how Jesus welcomes
marginalized and culturally neglected people as disciples, publicly affirms their faith as examples for
others, and empowers them to lead and use their gifts. Over the course of 8 sessions, we will learn
about . . . Mary and Elizabeth The Samaritan Woman The Bleeding Woman The Canaanite Woman
Martha Mary of Bethany Mary Magdalene The Women of Romans The LifeChange studies are
optimized for small group use. Every study is broken down into 8–9 sessions of about 45 minutes.
Each session includes: Questions, interpretation, and application of a passage to the topic Personally
focused “Your Response” question “For Further Study” section that gives readers another passage
to explore around the topic Callouts that include language study, historical context, and illuminating
quotes from commentaries
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Big Idea Sermons Paul Cannings,
2018-03-01 The pastor’s life never goes as one would imagine it. The highs are much greater and
heartfelt than you anticipate; the anxiety and stress are deeper and last longer than you expect. Add
to this mix the possibility of working a full time job in addition to pastoring, and you can see why a
pastor's time is in such great demand. What if you could hold in your hand a resource that would
jump start your sermon writing process, allowing you to save time and still deliver a trustworthy
sermon? Dr. Paul Cannings, once a young pastor himself, remembers the days of struggling to
balance it all. Now he has written a helpful guidebook that provides everything a pastor or lay
teacher needs to write an effective, moving, and biblically sound sermon for each of the fifty-two
weeks in the year. In Big Idea Sermons, Dr. Cannings clearly lays out the key components of a good
sermon by including sermon outlines, series, background information, illustrations, holiday
messages for Thanksgiving, Christmas, Mother's and Father's Day, and more. He also includes
references to the Hebrew and Greek texts for further validation. By working with the original
languages, Dr. Cannings proclaims the gospel in a clear, engaging, and trustworthy manner.
Pastors, preachers, lay teachers, and anyone in position to preach a sermon or teach a lesson: Big
Idea Sermons is here to help. All that you need to write a good sermon is included. Be sure to read,
meditate, and pray so you may use this resource wisely and effectively.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: The Essence of the New Testament
Elmer L. Towns, Ben Gutierrez, 2012 Leading biblical scholars from Liberty University offer a



thorough survey of the complete New Testament, with book introductions, theological concepts,
practical applications, word studies, and more.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Journey into God's Word, Second
Edition J. Scott Duvall, J. Daniel Hays, 2020-11-03 A guide to learn the skills you need to understand
and apply God's Word. Now revised and updated! Life is a journey, and like any journey, it requires
an accurate, reliable roadmap to get us where we need to go. God has provided such a guide in his
Word. But just as a navigator needs to learn how to interpret all the contours and symbols of a map,
so also we need to be able to understand how the Bible communicates its directions to us. In Journey
into God's Word, Second Edition reader's will: Be introduced to the Interpretive Journey, a five-step
framework for understanding how to read any Bible passage Learn vital reading skills that aid in
their comprehension of not just the Bible, but of any piece of literature Discover the importance of
understanding historical-cultural and literary contexts Receive guidance on choosing a Bible
translation for their study Be given practical tips for reading specific genres in the Bible like,
Gospels, letters, Law, prophecy, poetry, and more Journey into God's Word, Second Edition helps
Bible readers acquire these skills and become better at reading, interpreting, and applying the Bible
to life. Based on the bestselling college/seminary textbook Grasping God's Word it takes the proven
principles from that book and makes them accessible to people in the church. It starts with general
principles of interpretation, then moves on to apply those principles to specific genres and contexts.
Hands-on exercises guide readers through the interpretation process, with an emphasis on real-life
application. This second edition has been revised and updated to match the fourth edition of
Grasping God’s Word with a five-step Interpretive Journey.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Urban Legends of the New
Testament David A. Croteau, 2015-08 Urban Legends of the New Testament surveys forty of the
most commonly misinterpreted passages in the New Testament. These urban legends often arise
because interpreters neglect a passage's context, misuse historical background information, or
misunderstand the Greek language. For each New Testament text, professor David Croteau
describes the popular, incorrect interpretation and then carefully interprets the passage within its
literary and historical context. Careful attention is given to sound principles of biblical interpretation
to guide readers through the process and reach a more accurate understanding of each text's
meaning. QR codes have been inserted at various points throughout the book. By scanning the code
with your mobile device, you can view a video of David Croteau addressing a specific urban legend.
With examples from the Gospels, Acts, the Epistles, and Revelation, Urban Legends of the New
Testament will not only help readers avoid missteps in these forty texts but also provide a model for
engaging in correct interpretation of other New Testament passages.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Rebranding the Church Eric Mason,
2025-09-30 People do not trust Christianity anymore. But rather than trying to make the church look
better, respected author and pastor Dr. Eric Mason calls followers of Jesus to be better. “Dr. Eric
Mason has never been afraid to tell the truth, even when it hurts. In Rebranding the Church, he
doesn’t just diagnose the problem; he calls us back to something deeper, older, and more
powerful.”—Lecrae, artist, author, and founder of Reach Records Scandals. Hypocrisy. Shallow
sermons. Do you see the brokenness within the church and wonder if she can ever authentically
represent Jesus to the world? Dr. Eric Mason doesn’t just call the church out. He calls believers up,
equipping readers with actionable steps toward personal accountability and a renewed commitment
to Christ’s mission. Rebranding the Church is a training manual for Christians to lovingly and
truthfully share Christ with people who no longer respect the Christian faith. It’s a guide to
addressing some of the biggest reputation issues Christians face and a ground-level picture of what
following Jesus actually looks like. Dr. Mason insists that we can welcome back people who have
been hurt by the church. We can reverse the negativity that has taken root and continues to spread.
It all starts now. And it starts with you.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: All Who Are Weary Sarah Hauser,
2023-04-04 The comforting bid of Jesus to the worn and weary soul: Come to me, all who are weary,



and I will give you rest. You’re tired. Tired in your body. Tired in your soul. At times, life feels hard,
chaotic, or just mind-numbingly ordinary. But what if our souls could find rest even amid the
onslaught of chaos and confusion? What if we could exchange that heavy dread and disquiet for a
peace that passes understanding? Author Sarah J. Hauser believes that while our outward lives are
falling apart, our inner lives can grow stronger. All Who are Weary was born out of Sarah’s own
story—her depression, grief, and tears. Sarah, no stranger to weariness, invites us to join her in
bringing our heavy burdens to Jesus and taking the light burden He offers instead. Readers find
deep, lasting rest by throwing off nine soul-crushing burdens: worthlessness, condemnation, worry,
self-sufficiency, insecurity, comparison, perfectionism, insignificance, and despair. We were never
meant to carry these things in the first place. Christians who feel stuck, strained, and discouraged
will be equipped with Scripture and encouraged by personal stories that help us identify the burdens
we need to release. Because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can live with joy
and endurance, come what may. If you’re craving rest for your soul, Jesus invites you to come to
Him, because only there can true rest be found.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Introduction to Biblical
Interpretation (Foundations for Spirit-Filled Christianity) Jacqueline Grey, Paul W. Lewis,
2024-09-24 This introduction to biblical interpretation expands the interpretive task to encompass
both comprehension of the Bible's content and active participation in God's redemptive plan. The
authors help readers engage with the beauty of God's Word and read it holistically for their
intellectual and spiritual growth. They address the nature of interpretation; emphasize the Holy
Spirit's role in the production, interpretation, and application of the Bible as a communication of the
triune God; and explore the Bible's genres and historical contexts through the lens of God's
redemptive story. They also provide principles and accessible guidelines for biblical interpretation in
global contexts, including a simple outline for beginning students to follow as they start interpreting
and applying Scripture. Above all, the authors emphasize the transformative nature of reading
Scripture. This series reflects the changing face of global Christianity. Series volumes highlight
themes of interest to Pentecostal/Charismatic students; however, the books are respectful and
inclusive of a variety of church traditions. Series editors are Jerry Ireland, Paul W. Lewis, and Frank
D. Macchia.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: What You Didn't Learn in Sunday
School Shawna R. B Atteberry, 2013-02-06 In the last few years I've read rants against the evils of
feminism from some of the top Evangelical and Fundamentalist Christian leaders who blame women
wanting to go to work, go into ministry, and be equals to their husbands for all the social ills
happening in our country. If women would just stay home divorce rates would plummet, no abortions
would happen, public schools wouldn't be in trouble, and all the world's ills would come to an end.
There's just one little problem: Does the Bible really say all of that? What You Didn't Learn in Sunday
School will introduce you to women in the Bible who: Were religious leaders. Disobeyed their
husbands to obey Godde. Had careers. Made their own decisions. And guess what? The world did not
end. Eight verses have been used to make women second-class citizens, and at times, virtual slaves
to their husbands. The rest of the Bible is full of stories of strong women who led their families, their
people, and their countries.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Getting at Jesus Peter S. Williams,
2019-01-29 Portraying themselves as challenging blind religious dogma with evidence-led
skepticism, the neo-atheist movement claims that the New Testament contains unreliable tales about
a mythical figure who, far from being the resurrected Lord of life, may not even have lived. This
comprehensive critique documents the falsehood of these neo-atheist claims, correcting their
historical and philosophical mistakes to show how we can get at the truth about the historical Jesus.
  ivp bible background commentary new testament: Theology, Church, and Ministry David
S. Dockery, 2017-10-01 Theology, Church, and Ministry: A Handbook for Theological Education
helps readers understand the critical role theological education plays in equipping God-called
ministers for service in the church.
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