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polybius rise of the roman empire is a fascinating topic that delves into one
of the most pivotal periods in ancient history, narrated by one of its most
insightful historians. Polybius, a Greek historian from the Hellenistic
period, offers an invaluable perspective on how Rome transformed from a
regional power into a dominant empire controlling vast territories around the
Mediterranean. His work not only chronicles events but also explains the
underlying factors and political mechanisms that fueled Rome’s extraordinary
expansion. Understanding Polybius’ account gives us a richer appreciation of
the complexities behind Rome’s rise and the lessons it holds for political
power and governance.

Who Was Polybius?

Before exploring the rise of the Roman Empire through Polybius’ writings,
it’s important to know who Polybius was and why his accounts are so
respected. Living between approximately 200 and 118 BCE, Polybius was a Greek
statesman and historian from the city of Megalopolis in the Peloponnese.
After being taken to Rome as a hostage following the Roman conquest of
Greece, he gained firsthand exposure to Roman political and military
institutions.

Polybius’ unique position allowed him to observe Rome’s inner workings
closely, and he became friends with influential Roman families. His most
famous work, *The Histories*, spans the period from 264 BCE to 146 BCE,
covering the Punic Wars and Rome’s expansion across the Mediterranean. Unlike
many ancient historians who emphasized mythology or moralizing, Polybius
focused on factual accuracy and causation, making his account a crucial
source for understanding the rise of Rome.

Polybius’ Perspective on the Rise of the Roman
Empire

Polybius didn’t merely list events; he sought to explain *why* Rome succeeded
where others failed. His analysis of the Roman system blends military
prowess, political institutions, and social factors into a comprehensive
explanation of Rome’s success.



The Roman Constitution and Mixed Government

One of Polybius’ most influential contributions is his theory of the Roman
constitution as a mixed government. He argued that Rome’s strength lay in
balancing the powers of monarchy (the consuls), aristocracy (the Senate), and
democracy (the popular assemblies). This mix prevented any single group from
dominating and allowed for stability and adaptability.

Polybius believed this system created a form of checks and balances centuries
before modern democracies adopted similar concepts. It enabled Rome to
effectively manage internal conflicts and maintain unity during times of
external expansion.

Military Discipline and Strategy

Polybius also highlights the discipline, organization, and flexibility of the
Roman military as central to the empire’s rise. He praises the Roman legions
for their rigorous training, innovative tactics, and ability to adapt to
diverse enemies and terrains. This military effectiveness was not accidental
but the result of a culture that valued duty, resilience, and teamwork.

Moreover, Rome’s approach to warfare wasn’t just about brute force; it was
strategic and pragmatic. Polybius describes how Rome often integrated
conquered peoples into the military system, granting allies and citizens
various degrees of participation and rights. This helped Rome maintain a
large, motivated army capable of sustaining long campaigns.

Key Events in Polybius’ Account of Rome’s
Expansion

Polybius’ *Histories* cover several wars and political developments that were
instrumental in Rome’s rise. Understanding these events helps contextualize
his insights.

The Punic Wars

The Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage are central to Polybius’ narrative.
He offers detailed accounts of the three conflicts that ultimately destroyed
Carthage as a rival power. The First Punic War (264-241 BCE) marked Rome’s
initial expansion beyond Italy into Sicily. Polybius describes how Rome built
a formidable navy almost from scratch to challenge Carthage’s maritime
dominance.

The Second Punic War (218-201 BCE) features the legendary Hannibal crossing



the Alps. Polybius provides a balanced view of Hannibal’s tactical brilliance
and Rome’s strategic resilience, especially under leaders like Scipio
Africanus. This war was decisive in establishing Rome as the preeminent
Mediterranean power.

Finally, the Third Punic War (149-146 BCE) ended with the complete
destruction of Carthage, showcasing Rome’s ruthless determination to
eliminate threats.

Expansion in the Hellenistic East

Polybius also covers Rome’s involvement in Greek and Macedonian affairs,
which expanded Rome’s influence into the eastern Mediterranean. He describes
the Macedonian Wars and the eventual subjugation of Greece, emphasizing how
Rome balanced diplomacy with military force.

His observations reveal that Rome’s approach was often pragmatic: they
allowed certain local freedoms and governance structures to remain intact
while asserting overarching control. This strategy helped integrate diverse
cultures into the growing empire.

Lessons from Polybius on Power and Governance

Beyond chronicling events, Polybius offers timeless reflections on power,
governance, and the rise and fall of states. His analysis of Roman
institutions provides valuable lessons for understanding political stability
and decline.

The Cycle of Governments: Anacyclosis

Polybius introduced the concept of *anacyclosis*, a cyclical theory of
political evolution where governments transition through monarchy,
aristocracy, democracy, and their corrupt forms. He argued that Rome’s mixed
constitution helped interrupt this cycle, ensuring longer periods of
stability.

This insight is significant for political theory, highlighting the importance
of balanced institutions and the dangers of corruption and concentration of
power.

Importance of Virtue and Public Spirit

Polybius believed that Rome’s success was also due to the moral qualities of



its citizens and leaders, such as discipline, courage, and public-mindedness.
He emphasized that these virtues were cultivated through education, law, and
tradition, helping citizens prioritize the common good over personal gain.

Why Polybius’ Account Still Matters Today

Polybius’ detailed and analytical approach to history makes his work
essential reading for anyone interested in ancient Rome or political
philosophy. His firsthand observations and critical method offer a model for
understanding how complex societies evolve.

For historians, political scientists, and enthusiasts alike, Polybius
provides a window into the mechanisms behind Rome’s unprecedented rise — from
its military innovations and diplomatic strategies to its constitutional
genius. His work reminds us that the success of a civilization depends on a
delicate balance of institutions, leadership, and societal values.

In exploring the polybius rise of the roman empire, we gain not only a deeper
knowledge of ancient history but also insights into the timeless dynamics of
power, governance, and human ambition.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Polybius and what is his significance in the
study of the Roman Empire?
Polybius was a Greek historian of the Hellenistic period known for his work
'The Histories,' which chronicles the rise of the Roman Empire and provides a
detailed analysis of Roman political and military institutions.

What is the main focus of Polybius' account
regarding the rise of the Roman Empire?
Polybius primarily focuses on explaining how Rome expanded from a city-state
into a dominant Mediterranean power, emphasizing the Roman constitution,
military strategy, and the concept of mixed government.

How does Polybius explain the success of Rome's
military conquests?
Polybius attributes Rome's military success to its disciplined army,
strategic use of alliances, adaptability in warfare, and the integration of
conquered peoples into the Roman system.



What role does Polybius assign to the Roman
constitution in the empire's rise?
Polybius highlights the Roman constitution as a balanced system combining
elements of monarchy (consuls), aristocracy (Senate), and democracy (popular
assemblies), which created political stability and effective governance.

How reliable is Polybius as a historical source on
the rise of Rome?
Polybius is considered a reliable and critical historian because he
emphasized eyewitness accounts, firsthand experience, and rational analysis,
although some bias toward Rome is acknowledged.

What influence did Polybius' writings have on later
political thought?
Polybius' analysis of the mixed constitution influenced Enlightenment
thinkers and the framers of the United States Constitution, particularly in
ideas about checks and balances and republican government.

Did Polybius witness any significant events in Roman
history firsthand?
Yes, Polybius was taken to Rome as a hostage and lived there for several
years, allowing him to observe Roman society, politics, and military
campaigns directly.

How does Polybius describe the relationship between
Rome and its allies?
Polybius describes Rome's alliances as crucial to its rise, with Rome
offering protection and a share in spoils in exchange for loyalty and
military support, creating a network that strengthened Rome's power.

What lessons does Polybius draw from the rise and
potential decline of Roman power?
Polybius warns that Rome's mixed constitution must be maintained to prevent
corruption and decline, suggesting that internal decay rather than external
threats ultimately endangers great powers.

Additional Resources
Polybius and the Rise of the Roman Empire: An Analytical Perspective



polybius rise of the roman empire represents one of the most significant
historiographical approaches to understanding Rome’s transformation from a
regional power to a dominant Mediterranean empire. Polybius, a Greek
historian of the Hellenistic period, provides a unique and critical lens
through which modern scholars can examine the mechanisms, strategies, and
political structures that facilitated Rome’s meteoric rise. His work,
primarily encapsulated in "The Histories," offers not only a detailed account
of Roman military and political successes but also a sophisticated analysis
of Rome’s institutional resilience and adaptability.

Polybius’s historical narrative is invaluable because it goes beyond mere
chronicling of events; it delves into the underlying causes and consequences
of Rome’s expansion, presenting a balanced evaluation of both strengths and
vulnerabilities. His insights into Roman governance, military organization,
and diplomatic prowess have made his work an essential pillar for anyone
studying ancient history, particularly the ascent of the Roman Republic and
early Empire.

Polybius’s Methodology and Historical Context

To appreciate Polybius’s contribution to the understanding of the rise of the
Roman Empire, it is crucial to first consider his background and
methodological approach. Born around 200 BCE into a prominent Achaean family,
Polybius was a participant in the turbulent political events of his time.
After being taken to Rome as a hostage, he gained direct exposure to Roman
society, politics, and military operations. This unique vantage point allowed
him to write from a perspective that combined firsthand observation with a
Greek intellectual tradition.

Polybius’s historiographical method is characterized by a commitment to
eyewitness accounts, critical analysis, and a pragmatic approach to
causality. Unlike many of his predecessors who often relied on myth or biased
accounts, Polybius emphasized empirical evidence and sought to understand the
"why" behind historical phenomena. This analytical rigor is particularly
evident in his treatment of the Roman constitution and military system, which
he identified as key factors in Rome’s ability to dominate the Mediterranean.

The Polybian View of Roman Military Superiority

Central to Polybius’s explanation of Rome’s rise is the emphasis on military
discipline, innovation, and strategic flexibility. He famously attributed
much of Rome’s success to its well-organized legions and the adaptability of
its soldiers. Unlike the phalanx formations favored by many Hellenistic
armies, the Roman legion was a more versatile and responsive military unit
capable of adjusting tactics in real-time.

Polybius also highlighted the integration of allied forces and the Roman



practice of incorporating conquered peoples into their military structure.
This not only expanded manpower but fostered loyalty and cooperation across
diverse populations within the growing empire. His accounts of battles such
as the pivotal confrontation at Pydna in 168 BCE illustrate how Roman
commanders combined tactical ingenuity with disciplined execution to overcome
formidable opponents like the Macedonian phalanx.

Political Institutions and the Mixed Constitution

Another essential theme in Polybius’s analysis is the concept of the Roman
mixed constitution. He praised the Republic’s political system for balancing
elements of monarchy (consuls), aristocracy (Senate), and democracy (popular
assemblies). This balance, he argued, created a stable government capable of
self-correction and resistance to corruption or tyranny.

Polybius’s theory of anacyclosis, or the cyclical rise and fall of political
regimes, serves as a framework to understand why Rome’s constitution endured
longer than many other ancient systems. By distributing power among different
institutions and classes, Rome avoided the pitfalls of absolute rule or mob
domination. This stability provided a foundation upon which military and
economic expansion could be pursued effectively.

Comparative Insights: Rome versus Other
Mediterranean Powers

Polybius’s work also serves as a comparative study between Rome and other
Mediterranean civilizations, particularly the Hellenistic kingdoms. He
contrasts the often fragmented and internally conflicted Greek city-states or
monarchies with the cohesive and pragmatic Roman state.

One of the most telling comparisons is between the Roman Republic and the
Macedonian monarchy. While Macedonia under Philip V and later Perseus relied
heavily on a strong centralized king supported by a rigid military system,
Rome’s decentralized but coordinated governance allowed for greater
resilience and adaptability. The Roman Republic’s ability to mobilize
resources efficiently and maintain internal cohesion in the face of external
threats was unmatched during Polybius’s era.

Economic and Diplomatic Dimensions

Beyond military and political factors, Polybius acknowledged the importance
of economics and diplomacy in Rome’s expansion. The Republic’s control over
strategic trade routes and its network of alliances were instrumental in
securing resources necessary for prolonged conflict and administration.



Diplomatically, Rome’s approach combined firmness with pragmatism. Treaties
were often honored but could be renegotiated or enforced with military might
when necessary. Polybius’s accounts document how Rome’s diplomatic
flexibility allowed it to isolate enemies, build coalitions, and exploit
rivalries among other powers—a critical element often overshadowed by the
focus on battlefield victories.

Critiques and Limitations of Polybius’s Account

While Polybius’s rise of the Roman Empire narrative remains influential, it
is important to recognize its limitations. His perspective, shaped by his
Greek heritage and Roman captivity, may carry inherent biases that favor
Rome’s virtues and downplay certain negative aspects such as imperial
exploitation or internal social tensions.

Additionally, Polybius’s focus on political and military elites occasionally
overlooks broader social and cultural dynamics that contributed to Rome’s
success. Issues such as the role of plebeians, slaves, and non-Italian
peoples receive limited attention compared to the actions of senators and
generals.

Moreover, his optimistic view of the mixed constitution’s durability does not
fully anticipate the eventual decline of the Republic and the rise of
autocracy under Augustus. Nonetheless, his analytical framework provides a
valuable foundation for further scholarly debate and interpretation.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Polybius’s insights into the rise of the Roman Empire have had a lasting
impact on both historiography and political theory. His model of mixed
government influenced Enlightenment thinkers such as Montesquieu, whose ideas
in turn shaped modern democratic institutions.

In contemporary historical studies, Polybius remains a critical source for
reconstructing the complex interplay of military, political, and social
factors that enabled Rome to dominate its contemporaries. His emphasis on
empirical observation and cause-and-effect reasoning continues to resonate
with historians seeking to move beyond simplistic narratives.

For SEO purposes, integrating terms such as "Polybius Roman history," "Roman
Republic military tactics," "ancient Mediterranean politics," and
"Hellenistic period historiography" enhances the article’s relevance to
readers interested in classical studies and ancient political systems.

Ultimately, Polybius’s rise of the Roman empire is not just a recounting of
conquest but a sophisticated examination of how institutions, military
innovation, and diplomacy combined to create one of history’s most enduring



civilizations. His work invites ongoing inquiry into the nature of power,
governance, and historical change.
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connecting historical events from Europe to the Middle East to the far coast of China, while still
giving weight to the characteristics of each country. Susan Wise Bauer provides both sweeping
scope and vivid attention to the individual lives that give flesh to abstract assertions about human
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and accounts—to connect kings and leaders with the lives of those they ruled. The result is an
engrossing tapestry of human behavior from which we may draw conclusions about the direction of
world events and the causes behind them.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: The Practice of Rhetoric Debra Hawhee, Vessela
Valiavitcharska, 2022-10-18 Rhetoric, broadly conceived as the art of making things matter, is both a
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ventured in this volume are inspired by the capacious conception of rhetoric put forth by historian of
rhetoric Jeffrey Walker, who is perhaps best known for stressing rhetoric's educational mission and
its contributions to civic life. The Practice of Rhetoric is organized into three sections designed to
spotlight, in turn, the importance of poetics, performance, and philosophy in rhetorical practice. The
volume begins with poetics, stressing the world-making properties of that word, in contexts ranging
from mouse-infested medieval fields to the threat of toxin-ridden streams in the mid-twentieth
century. Susan C. Jarratt, for instance, probes the art of ekphrasis, or vivid description, and its
capacity for rendering alternative futures. Michele Kennerly explores a little-studied linguistic
predecessor to prose-logos psilos, or naked speech-exposing the early rumblings of a separation
between poetic and rhetorical texts even as it historicizes the idea of clothed or ornamented speech.
In an essay on the almost magical properties of writing, Debra Hawhee considers the curious
practice of people writing letters to animals in order to banish or punish them, thereby casting the
epistolary arts in a new light. Part 2 moves to performance. Vessela Valiavitcharska examines the
intertwining of poetic rhythm and performance in Byzantine rhetorical education, and how such
practices underlie the very foundations of oratory. Dale Martin Smith draws on the ancient stylistic
theory of Dionysius of Halicarnassus along with the activist work of contemporary poets Amiri
Baraka and Harmony Holiday to show how performance and persuasion unify rhetoric and poetics.
Most treatments of philosophy and rhetoric begin within a philosophical framework, and remain
there, focusing on old tools like stasis and disputation. Essays in part 3 break out of that mold by
focusing on the utility and teachability of rhetorical principles in education. Jeanne Fahnestock and
Marie Secor update stasis, a classical framework that encourages aspiring rhetors to ask after the
nature of things, their facts and their qualities, as a way of locating an argument's position. Mark
Garrett Longaker probes the medieval practice of disputation in order to marshal a new argument
about why, exactly, John Locke detested rhetoric, and the longstanding opposition between science
and rhetoric as modes of proof that has lasting implications for the way argument works today.
Ranging across centuries and contexts, the essays collected here demonstrate the continued need to
attend carefully to the co-operation of descriptive language and normative reality, conceptual
vocabulary and material practice, public speech and moral self-shaping. The volume promises to
rekindle long-standing conversations about the public, world-making practice of rhetoric, thereby
enlivening anew its civic mission--
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Rome after the Roman defeat of the Achaean League, and there he began to write an account of the



rise of Rome to a world power. Polybius' Histories begin in the year 264 BC and end in 146 BC. He is
primarily concerned with the 53 years in which Ancient Rome became a dominant world power. This
period, from 220–167 BC, saw Rome subjugate Carthage and gain control over Hellenistic Greece.
Volume I of the Histories contains the first nine Books. Books I through V cover the affairs of
important states at the time (Ptolemaic Egypt, Hellenistic Greece, Macedon) and deal extensively
with the First and Second Punic Wars. In Book VI he describes the Roman Constitution and outlines
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Fall of the Roman Empire from historical, historiographical, and cinematic perspectives. The book
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ancient sources, an extensive bibliography, and a chronology of events
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monumental retelling of world history through the lens of the sea—revealing in breathtaking depth
how people first came into contact with one another by ocean and river, lake and stream, and how
goods, languages, religions, and entire cultures spread across and along the world’s waterways,
bringing together civilizations and defining what makes us most human. The Sea and Civilization is a
mesmerizing, rhapsodic narrative of maritime enterprise, from the origins of long-distance migration
to the great seafaring cultures of antiquity; from Song Dynasty human-powered paddle-boats to
aircraft carriers and container ships. Lincoln Paine takes the reader on an intellectual adventure
casting the world in a new light, in which the sea reigns supreme. Above all, Paine makes clear how
the rise and fall of civilizations can be linked to the sea. An accomplishment of both great sweep and
illuminating detail, The Sea and Civilization is a stunning work of history.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: Masters of the Battlefield Paul Davis, 2013-07-25 A
catalogue of history's greatest military leaders - from the Classical Age to the Napoleonic Era - and
what drove them to victory.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: The Roman Republic, History, Myths, Politics, and
Novelistic Historiography Miguel A. Faria, Jr., 2025-06-09 The history of the Roman Republic has
been shrouded in myth, assailed by gaps in historical knowledge, and even immersed in political
biases. But in this book, the author has succeeded in penetrating the mist, using both ancient and
modern sources, as well as numismatic information and other illustrative materials and artforms. He
narrates the history of ancient Rome—from its beginnings with the legendary seven kings of Rome,
the founding and struggles of the Republic, the wars of conquests and civil wars, to the collapse of
the Republic and the inception of the Roman Empire with Augustus. Peace is finally established, and
the Augustan Renaissance and the Pax Romana followed, hinting at the course of Western
civilization. One lesson is learned: Liberty and civic duties are too valuable to be forsaken for the
material safety of “bread and circuses” because in the end citizens so partaking may end up with
neither liberty nor safety.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: A Chronology of the Roman Empire Timothy Venning,
2011-02-10 >
  polybius rise of the roman empire: Rome's Mediterranean Empire Livy,, 2009-08-27 The
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crucial step in Rome's dominance of the Mediterranean. Livy's narrative is also a moral study of the
individuals involved. This edition includes the Periochae, later summaries of Livy's original 142-book
history.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: Military Honour and the Conduct of War Paul Robinson,
2006-07-28 This book analyses the influences of ideas of honour on the causes, conduct, and endings
of wars from Ancient Greece through to the present-day war in Iraq.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: Macedonia Michael Palairet, 2016-02-08 These two
volumes cover the entire period of Macedonia’s written history. Volume 1 moves from the Temenid
kingdom in the Fifth Century BC, through Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Bulgarian and Serbian
rule, to the overthrow of Christian rule by the Ottoman Turks. Many of the highlights in ancient
Macedonian history were created by King Philip II and his son Alexander, and by the struggles of the
Antigonid regime to withstand the ambitions of the Romans. High points in the Byzantine rule were
achieved under Emperor Justinian in the 6th Century, and again under Basil II in the 11th.
Geography made Macedonia a transit territory for the Crusades, but their passage was marked
nevertheless by wanton brutality. By the beginning of the 13th Century, Byzantine power had passed
its apogee, and it suffered the sack of Constantinople by the Fourth Crusade. The ensuing
establishment of the Latin Empire exposed Macedonia to repeated rounds of devastation by Latin,
Bulgarian and Greek warlords. Despite the recovery of Constantinople by Michael Palaeologus, the
much-weakened Byzantine Empire could no longer withstand its foes. Despite the transient
displacement of Greek power by Serbian rule, Macedonia was destined to succumb to the Ottomans.
The emphasis in Volume 1 is weighted geographically towards Aegean Macedonia – northwestern
Greece – where the ancient kingdom was rooted. Vardar Macedonia – the lands that now comprise
the Macedonian Republic – only emerged as a civilised historical entity during the Middle Ages. This
voyage through history not only documents the Macedonian past, but also discovers its cultural
heritage. This includes the mosaics and sculptures of the Alexandrine era, and its Christian
churches, for Christianity left its indelible mark on Macedonian civilisation. The book follows the
emergence of early Christianity from the time of St. Paul, but gives emphasis to the artistic culture
of late antiquity. A further chapter is devoted to Orthodox mysticism and its fourteenth century role
in the creation of the secret churches in the lakes of Ohrid and Prespa. Another charts the strange
history of Athos, Macedonia’s Holy Mountain peninsula, in its formative period.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: The Idea of Universal History in Greece J.M.
Alonso-Núnez, 2021-10-18 This is an expanded version of a lecture given in the Departments of
History and Classics at Harvard in 1998. Starting from a methodological point of view, this book
show the evolution of the idea of world history through the works of Herodotus, Thucydides,
Xenophon, Ctesias, Ephorus, Polybius and others up to the historians of the Augustan epoch.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: Voyage Through Greek Prose: Unraveling Timeless
Tales and Ideas Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-12 Embark on a captivating odyssey through the rich
tapestry of Greek prose, where timeless tales, profound philosophies, and groundbreaking ideas
converge. This comprehensive guide invites you to explore the diverse literary landscape of ancient
Greece, immersing yourself in the works of renowned historians, philosophers, orators, and
scientists. Discover the captivating narratives of Herodotus and Thucydides, transporting you to the
heart of ancient battlefields and political intrigue. Delve into the profound insights of Plato and
Aristotle, exploring the nature of reality, knowledge, and ethics. Witness the power of oratory in the
speeches of Lysias and Demosthenes, masters of persuasion who shaped the course of history.
Journey alongside travel writers and geographers as they chronicle their explorations of distant
lands, unveiling the wonders of the ancient world. Encounter the Cynics, Stoics, and Epicureans,
each offering unique perspectives on the pursuit of happiness and the art of living. Their teachings
provide valuable insights into the human condition, reminding us of the enduring quest for meaning
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at the ingenuity of Archimedes, the precision of Euclid, and the cosmic insights of Aristarchus of
Samos. Their groundbreaking discoveries laid the foundation for modern science, inspiring



generations of thinkers and innovators. Through the lens of Greek prose, this book offers a deeper
understanding of our present, revealing the enduring power of storytelling, the importance of
critical thinking, and the boundless capacity of the human mind to explore, discover, and create.
Delve into the wisdom of the ancients and find new insights into the human experience, timeless
truths that continue to guide and inspire us today. If you like this book, write a review!
  polybius rise of the roman empire: A Cultural Theory of International Relations Richard
Ned Lebow, 2008-12-11 An original theory of politics and international relations based on ancient
Greek ideas of human motivation.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: Parabolic Figures or Narrative Fictions? Charles W.
Hedrick, 2016-06-10 Hedrick contends that parables do not teach moral and religious lessons; they
are not, in whole or part, theological figures for the church. Rather, parables are realistic narrative
fictions that like all effective fiction literature are designed to draw readers into story worlds where
they make discoveries about themselves by finding their ideas challenged and subverted--or
affirmed. The parables have endings but not final resolutions, because the endings raise new
complications for careful readers, which require further resolution. The narrative contexts and
interpretations supplied by the evangelists constitute an attempt by the early church to bring the
secular narratives of Jesus under the control of the church's later religious perspectives. Each
narrative represents a fragment of Jesus's secular vision of reality. Finding himself outside the
mainstream of parables scholarship, both ecclesiastical and critical, Hedrick explored a literary
approach to the parables in a series of essays that, among other things, set out the basic rationale
for a literary approach to the parables of Jesus. These early essays form the central section of the
book. They are published here in edited form along with unpublished critiques of a thoroughgoing
literary approach and his response.
  polybius rise of the roman empire: A Companion to Greek and Roman Historiography
John Marincola, 2010-12-09 This two-volume Companion to Greek and Roman Historiography
reflects the new directions and interpretations that have arisen in the field of ancient historiography
in the past few decades. Comprises a series of cutting edge articles written by recognised scholars
Presents broad, chronological treatments of important issues in the writing of history and antiquity
These are complemented by chapters on individual genres and sub-genres from the fifth century
B.C.E. to the fourth century C.E. Provides a series of interpretative readings on the individual
historians Contains essays on the neighbouring genres of tragedy, biography, and epic, among
others, and their relationship to history
  polybius rise of the roman empire: The Causes of War Alexander Gillespie, 2013-10-16 This
is the first volume of a projected four-volume series charting the causes of war from 3000 BCE to the
present day, written by a leading international lawyer, and using as its principal materials the
documentary history of international law largely in the form of treaties and the negotiations which
led up to them. These volumes seek to show why millions of people, over thousands of years, slayed
each other. In departing from the various theories put forward by historians, anthropologists and
psychologists, Gillespie offers a different taxonomy of the causes of war, focusing on the broader
settings of politics, religion, migrations and empire-building. These four contexts were dominant and
often overlapping justifications for the first four thousand years of human civilisation, for which
written records exist.
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