
examples of good resumes for college students

Examples of Good Resumes for College Students: Crafting Your Path to Success

examples of good resumes for college students are essential tools for anyone stepping into the competitive
world of internships, part-time jobs, or entry-level positions. As a college student, you might feel overwhelmed
by the idea of creating a resume that stands out, especially when you have limited professional experience.
However, understanding what makes a resume effective, along with seeing real examples, can dramatically
improve your chances of landing interviews and opportunities.

In this article, we’ll explore various examples of good resumes for college students, highlighting key
components, formatting tips, and content strategies that will help you present yourself in the best light.
Whether you’re seeking a summer internship, a campus job, or your first full-time role after graduation, these
insights will guide you in showcasing your skills and experiences convincingly.

What Makes a Good Resume for College Students?

Before diving into specific examples, it’s important to understand the core elements that define a strong resume
for students. Unlike seasoned professionals, college students often have less work experience, so the focus
shifts towards education, skills, extracurricular activities, and any relevant projects or volunteer work.

Clear and Concise Formatting

A good resume should be easy to read and well-organized. Hiring managers typically spend just seconds scanning
each resume, so clarity is key. Use clean fonts, consistent spacing, and bullet points to highlight important
information. Avoid dense paragraphs and excessive jargon.

For example, a student resume might have sections such as:

- Contact Information
- Objective or Summary Statement (optional)
- Education
- Relevant Coursework or Academic Projects
- Work Experience or Internships
- Skills and Certifications
- Extracurricular Activities or Volunteer Work

Keeping the resume to one page is generally recommended unless you have extensive relevant experience.

Tailoring Content for the Role

One of the most valuable tips in examples of good resumes for college students is customization. Tailoring
your resume to match the job description shows that you’ve taken the time to understand the employer’s needs.
Highlight skills and experiences that align with the position, whether that’s leadership roles in student
organizations, technical skills from coursework, or soft skills gained through volunteering.

Examples of Good Resumes for College Students: Format and



Content

Let’s walk through a couple of hypothetical examples that illustrate effective resumes for different student
profiles.

Example 1: The STEM Student Resume

**Contact Information:**
Jane Doe
janedoe@email.com | 555-123-4567 | LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/janedoe

**Objective:**
Motivated computer science junior eager to apply coding and problem-solving skills through a summer internship
at a tech company.

**Education:**
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science
State University, Expected Graduation: May 2025
GPA: 3.8/4.0

**Relevant Coursework:**
Data Structures, Algorithms, Software Engineering, Database Systems

**Technical Skills:**
Java, Python, C++, SQL, Git, Linux, HTML/CSS

**Projects:**
- Developed a web-based task management app using React and Node.js, improving team collaboration for a
student organization.
- Created a machine learning model to predict housing prices with 85% accuracy as part of coursework.

**Work Experience:**
IT Help Desk Assistant, State University (Sep 2022 – Present)
- Assisted students and faculty with technical issues, resolving 90% of tickets within 24 hours.
- Maintained inventory of computer lab equipment.

**Extracurricular Activities:**
Member, Women in Technology Club
Volunteer, Local Coding Bootcamp for High School Students

This example highlights how a STEM student can emphasize technical skills, relevant projects, and practical
experience, even if it’s limited to campus jobs.

Example 2: The Liberal Arts Student Resume

**Contact Information:**
John Smith
johnsmith@email.com | 555-987-6543 | Portfolio: johnsmithwrites.com

**Summary:**
Creative and detail-oriented English major with strong writing and research skills, seeking an editorial
internship to contribute to engaging content creation.

**Education:**



Bachelor of Arts in English Literature
City College, Expected Graduation: December 2024
GPA: 3.6/4.0

**Relevant Coursework:**
Creative Writing, Modern American Literature, Digital Media Studies

**Skills:**
Microsoft Office, Adobe InDesign, AP Style, Content Management Systems (CMS)

**Experience:**
Editorial Intern, Campus Magazine (Jan 2023 – Present)
- Edited and proofread articles, ensuring accuracy and adherence to style guidelines.
- Coordinated with writers and designers to meet monthly publication deadlines.

Freelance Writer (Jun 2022 – Present)
- Produced blog posts and articles for local businesses, increasing web traffic by 20%.
- Managed social media accounts and content calendars.

**Extracurricular Activities:**
President, Creative Writing Club
Volunteer, Public Library Literacy Program

This resume example shows how liberal arts students can focus on communication skills, relevant internships,
freelance work, and leadership in clubs.

Tips to Enhance Your Resume as a College Student

Even with excellent examples, creating your own resume can feel challenging. Here are some practical tips to
keep in mind:

1. Use Action Verbs to Showcase Impact
Start bullet points with strong action verbs like “developed,” “organized,” “led,” or “created.” This approach
highlights your contributions and makes your resume more dynamic.

2. Quantify Achievements Where Possible
Numbers grab attention. If you can, include metrics such as “increased event attendance by 30%” or “managed a
budget of $5,000.”

3. Highlight Transferable Skills
Skills like communication, teamwork, problem-solving, and time management are valuable across industries.
Make sure these appear clearly, especially if you lack direct job experience.

4. Include Relevant Coursework or Certifications
If you’ve completed classes or earned certifications related to the job, list them to demonstrate your
knowledge and commitment.



5. Avoid Common Resume Mistakes
Check for typos, inconsistencies, and formatting errors. Avoid using an unprofessional email address or
including unnecessary personal information.

Utilizing Resume Templates and Tools

Many students find it helpful to start with a resume template designed specifically for college students. These
templates provide a solid structure and ensure your resume looks polished. Online platforms like Canva, Zety,
or Novoresume offer customizable templates that balance style and professionalism.

However, make sure to personalize your resume—don’t rely solely on templates. The best examples of good
resumes for college students show individuality and a clear fit for the target role.

Leveraging Your Resume for Career Growth

Remember, your resume is a living document. Update it regularly with new experiences, skills, and
accomplishments. Use it not only to apply for internships and jobs but also as a tool for networking
conversations, career fairs, and informational interviews.

When you approach your resume with intention and care, it becomes more than just a list of qualifications; it
tells your story and opens doors to exciting opportunities.

Exploring examples of good resumes for college students helps demystify the process and inspires you to craft
your own unique narrative. Whether you’re a science enthusiast, an aspiring writer, or a business major, the
right resume can set you apart and bring you closer to your career goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key elements of a good resume for college students?

A good resume for college students should include clear contact information, a strong objective or summary
statement, education details, relevant coursework, internships, part-time jobs, volunteer experience, skills, and
any extracurricular activities or honors.

Can you provide examples of good resume formats for college students?

Common resume formats for college students include chronological, functional, and combination formats.
Chronological lists experience by date, functional focuses on skills, and combination mixes both. A simple,
clean, and easy-to-read format is best.

How can college students highlight their skills on a resume with limited
work experience?

Students can emphasize transferable skills gained from coursework, projects, internships, volunteer work, and
extracurricular activities. Including a skills section with both hard skills (like software proficiency) and soft
skills (like communication) is effective.



Are there examples of resumes tailored for specific college majors?

Yes, resumes should be tailored to the student's major. For example, engineering students might highlight
technical projects and software skills, while marketing students might focus on communication experience and
campaign projects.

How important is including a summary or objective statement on a college
student's resume?

Including a concise summary or objective can help clarify the student's career goals and highlight relevant
skills, especially if the student has limited experience. It should be tailored to the specific job or internship.

What is a good example of a resume objective for a college student?

A good resume objective example is: 'Motivated college junior pursuing a degree in Computer Science seeking a
summer internship to apply programming skills and gain practical experience in software development.'

How can college students demonstrate leadership on their resumes?

Students can showcase leadership by describing roles in student organizations, team projects, volunteer
groups, or part-time jobs where they managed or coordinated others, highlighting specific achievements or
responsibilities.

Should college students include GPA on their resumes?

Including GPA is recommended if it is strong (typically 3.5 or above) and relevant to the position. Otherwise,
it can be omitted, especially if the student has stronger experience or skills to highlight.

Where can college students find examples of good resumes to use as a
reference?

Students can find resume examples on university career center websites, LinkedIn profiles of peers, professional
resume-building websites like Zety or Canva, and platforms like Indeed or Glassdoor.

Additional Resources
Examples of Good Resumes for College Students: Crafting the Ideal Academic and Professional Profile

Examples of good resumes for college students serve as valuable blueprints for those entering the competitive
job market or applying for internships. These resumes not only reflect academic achievements but also highlight
relevant skills, extracurricular activities, and experiences that can set candidates apart. In a landscape where
first impressions often hinge on a single document, understanding what constitutes an effective student resume
is essential for maximizing opportunities.

The challenge for college students lies in translating limited professional experience into a compelling
narrative that captures the attention of recruiters and hiring managers. Unlike seasoned professionals,
students may not have extensive work histories, making the strategic use of resume sections such as education,
projects, volunteering, and skills all the more critical. By examining various examples of good resumes for
college students, we can identify best practices that optimize content, layout, and tone to meet industry
expectations.



Key Characteristics of Effective College Student Resumes

A resume for a college student must balance brevity with informativeness. The ideal document is concise,
typically one page, yet rich with relevant details that demonstrate potential value to an employer. Several
features distinguish these resumes from others:

- **Clear Objective or Summary Statement:** Many effective student resumes start with a brief section
outlining career goals and what the applicant hopes to contribute. This helps contextualize the rest of the
resume.
- **Education Section Prominence:** Since education is often the strongest asset, it usually appears near the
top, highlighting the institution, degree, major, GPA (if competitive), and anticipated graduation date.
- **Relevant Experience:** This may include internships, part-time jobs, research projects, or volunteer work
related to the student's field.
- **Skills and Certifications:** Technical proficiencies, software knowledge, languages, and certifications
bolster credibility.
- **Extracurricular Activities:** Leadership roles, clubs, or athletics demonstrate soft skills such as
teamwork, initiative, and time management.

Examples of Good Resumes for College Students: Format and Structure

The structure of a student resume can vary depending on individual circumstances but generally follows either
a chronological or a functional format.

- **Chronological Resume:** Lists experiences in reverse chronological order, emphasizing recent roles or
activities. Ideal for students with consistent work or internship experience.
- **Functional Resume:** Focuses on skills and competencies, grouping them by category, which can be
advantageous for those with limited direct experience.
- **Combination Resume:** Merges both approaches, beginning with a skills summary before detailing work
history.

For example, a student pursuing a marketing internship might prioritize a skills section featuring social media
management, content creation, and analytics, followed by relevant coursework and projects. Conversely, an
engineering student with internships would benefit from a chronological resume that highlights hands-on
experience.

Detailed Breakdown of Resume Sections with Examples

1. Contact Information

A good resume for college students always begins with clear and professional contact details:

Name: Full name, prominently displayed.

Phone Number: A direct line with voicemail setup.

Email Address: Professional email, typically a variation of first and last name.

LinkedIn Profile or Personal Website: Optional but increasingly important for digital presence.



For example, Jane Doe’s contact section might read:

Jane Doe
(555) 123-4567
jane.doe@email.com
linkedin.com/in/janedoe

2. Objective or Summary Statement

While optional, these statements offer recruiters a snapshot of the candidate’s intentions and strengths.
Examples of good resumes for college students often contain succinct objectives such as:

“Motivated sophomore seeking a summer internship in software development to apply coding skills and gain
professional experience.”

This statement sets expectations and aligns the resume with the job description.

3. Education

Given that education is the cornerstone for students, this section is detailed and prioritized:

- Institution name and location
- Degree and major/minor
- Expected graduation date
- GPA (if above 3.0 or relevant to the job)
- Relevant coursework or academic honors

Example:

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science
University of XYZ, City, State
Expected Graduation: May 2025
GPA: 3.75/4.0
Relevant Coursework: Data Structures, Algorithms, Database Systems

4. Experience

Experience entries in student resumes are often diverse, extending beyond paid employment to internships, research,
and volunteer roles. Each item should include:

- Job title or role
- Organization name and location
- Dates of involvement
- Bullet points describing responsibilities and achievements, starting with action verbs

For example:

Marketing Intern
ABC Company, City, State
June 2023 – August 2023

Developed social media campaigns increasing engagement by 20% over three months.



Conducted market research and compiled reports for senior management.

5. Skills

A dedicated skills section is critical for showcasing technical and interpersonal abilities. Examples include:

- Programming languages (Python, Java)
- Software proficiency (Adobe Creative Suite, Microsoft Office)
- Languages spoken
- Soft skills (communication, leadership)

This section can be formatted as a simple list or categorized by type for clarity.

6. Extracurricular Activities & Leadership

Employers value well-rounded candidates. Highlighting leadership roles or active participation in clubs can
differentiate a student:

President, Environmental Club
University of XYZ, September 2022 – Present

Organized campus-wide sustainability initiatives, increasing participation by 30%.

Collaborated with local organizations to promote recycling programs.

Comparing Examples of Good Resumes for College Students Across
Fields

The content and emphasis of a resume vary by discipline. Reviewing examples from different domains can illuminate
effective strategies.

STEM Students

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics students often emphasize technical skills, projects, and
research experience. Including links to GitHub repositories or portfolios adds credibility. A strong example
includes detailed project descriptions with technologies used and outcomes.

Humanities and Social Sciences Students

For these students, writing skills, research, and critical thinking are paramount. Examples of good resumes for
college students in this category highlight internships, publications, or presentations, alongside relevant
coursework.



Business Students

Business resumes focus on internships, leadership roles, and quantitative skills. Demonstrating results through
metrics (e.g., “Increased sales by 15%”) strengthens impact. Participation in case competitions or finance clubs
also adds value.

Common Mistakes and How Exemplary Resumes Avoid Them

Many college students inadvertently weaken their resumes by including irrelevant information, using
unprofessional email addresses, or submitting overly lengthy documents. Examples of good resumes for college
students consistently avoid these pitfalls by:

- Tailoring content to the job or industry
- Prioritizing clarity and readability with clean formatting
- Using action verbs and quantifying achievements
- Proofreading meticulously to eliminate errors

Tools and Resources to Create Effective Student Resumes

Several platforms and templates assist college students in crafting strong resumes. Websites like Canva and
Zety offer customizable templates designed to align with current hiring trends. Additionally, university career
centers often provide tailored advice and sample resumes to guide students.

In practice, combining these resources with personalized content informed by successful examples enables
students to present themselves professionally and confidently.

The evolving job market demands that college students not only possess skills but also communicate them
effectively. By studying and applying principles drawn from examples of good resumes for college students,
aspiring professionals can enhance their prospects and navigate their early career journeys with greater
assurance.

Examples Of Good Resumes For College Students
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New Grads Louise Kursmark, 2006 Helps students by describing skills and attributes that are
valuable in the workplace, answering common questions, delivering expert advice that is relevant in
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professional resume writers - all written for college students or new graduates. It is a comprehensive
resource appropriate for diverse college majors, both undergraduate and graduate, as well as for
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that require a four-year degree or above, plus jobs that do not require a degree but are often held by
college graduates. Descriptions are based on US Department of Labor data and specify tasks and
responsibilities, working conditions, growth projections, earnings, and education and skills required.
Includes lists of best jobs by pay, education level, and projected growth, plus a section on career
planning and job search. This third edition lists useful books and Web sites. Annotation copyrighted
by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  examples of good resumes for college students: America's Top Jobs for People Without a
Four-year Degree J. Michael Farr, 1999 Good pay and increased demand is projected for many jobs
that do not require a four-year college degree.
  examples of good resumes for college students: The Anthropology Graduate's Guide
Carol J. Ellick, Joe E. Watkins, 2016-09-17 Mom will ask, “What can you do with a degree in
anthropology?” If you want the answer, then you need this book. Applied anthropologists Carol
Ellick and Joe Watkins present a set of practical steps that will assist you through the transition from
your career as a student into a career in a wide range of professions that an anthropology degree
can be used. The stories, scenarios, and activities presented in this book are intended to assist you in
learning how to plan for the next five years, write your letter of introduction, construct your resume,
and best present the knowledge, skills, and abilities learned in class to prospective employers. Ellick
and Watkins’ step-by-step approach helps you create a portfolio that you will use time and time
again as you build your career.
  examples of good resumes for college students: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Perfect
Resume Susan Ireland, 2002-12 Includes tips on writing an effective resume, creating an accurate
yet impressive job statement, networking, using software programs and other resume technologies,
and making the most of your experience.
  examples of good resumes for college students: The Everything Job Interview Question
Book Dawn Rosenberg McKay, 2013-12-06 Outlines the best answers to key job-interview questions,
presenting sample responses to frequently asked questions and offering tips on how to handle a
critical job interview.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Ready, Aim, Hired: Survival Tactics for Job
and Career Transition ,
  examples of good resumes for college students: America's Top 300 Jobs U S Dept of Labor,
1998-04 Based on extensive market research from the U.S. Department of Labor, this classic job
information resource offers easy-to-read descriptions regarding job skills, education requirements,
advancement opportunities, and salary data. Also contains a special section on growth projections
for the 500 largest jobs through the year 2005.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Real-resumes for Students Anne
McKinney, 2000 Instructs college students on presenting their work experiences, from part-time
summer jobs to internships, in a professional manner designed to display strengths to future
employers.
  examples of good resumes for college students: The World's Greatest Resumes Robert
Wm Meier, 2005 A career counselor's guide to overhauling a resume, including the world's first
Resume Rater and Resume Quality Index, real-life success stories, and more than 25
before-and-after samples.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Resume 101 Quentin J. Schultze,
2012-03-06 Minimal job experience? No problem! You’ve just graduated and are ready to land your
first real job after college or high school. But how do you write the first résumé and cover letter of
your career if you don’t have any previous jobs to list? How do you stand out above the other
applicants--including people with more experience who are out of work--with your summer job at the
diner, internship at the local paper, or spot on the Ultimate Frisbee team? Dr. Q to the rescue! For
two decades, communication professor Quentin Schultze has been teaching résumé-writing to
college students and recent graduates, helping them identify their strengths and transferable skills
from their unique life experiences--from extracurriculars to part-time jobs to internships to



volunteering. With Résumé 101, you’ll discover the secrets to composing strong, impressive resumes
and cover letters, such as: What to include when you lack professional experience How to get great
references and recommendations Why to use a summary rather than objective statement When to
include hobbies, travel, and technology skills What to do if your GPA isn’t sky-high Which designs
and basic formats work the best Where to find the perfect verbs and adjectives for a specific job
With Dr. Q’s help, you’ll soon have a résumé and cover letter that will show hiring managers who
you really are, why you’re prefect for your dream job, and why they should choose you.
  examples of good resumes for college students: The Damn Good Resume Guide Yana
Parker, 1996 Guides the reader through the process of creating a successful resume.
  examples of good resumes for college students: How to Write It, Third Edition Sandra E.
Lamb, 2011-08-30 Write personal and professional communications with clarity, confidence, and
style. How to Write It is the essential resource for eloquent personal and professional
self-expression. Award-winning journalist Sandra E. Lamb transforms even reluctant scribblers into
articulate wordsmiths by providing compelling examples of nearly every type and form of written
communication. Completely updated and expanded, the new third edition offers hundreds of handy
word, phrase, and sentence lists, precisely crafted sample paragraphs, and professionally designed
document layouts. How to Write It is a must-own for students, teachers, authors, journalists,
bloggers, managers, and anyone who doesn’t have time to wade through a massive style guide but
needs a friendly desk reference.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Getting Into Graduate School Gregory J.
Privitera, 2014-07-15 In this exciting new book, experienced author, professor, and teacher Greg
Privitera—2013 Advisor of the Year at St. Bonaventure University and recipient of the SBU Award
for Professional Excellence in teaching in 2014—draws on his extensive expertise to give students a
step-by-step plan for success in preparing for and applying to graduate school. Broad in scope and
rich in detail, Getting Into Graduate School includes insights into how graduate school selection
committees decide on candidates, a concrete freshman-to-senior-year plan, and samples of
application materials, resumes, and cover letters. This empowering book provides everything
students in psychology and the behavioral sciences need to map their course to academic and
professional success.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Great Jobs for Everyone 50 +, Updated
Edition Kerry E. Hannon, 2017-10-27 You can find profitable, fulfilling work after 50! Kerry
Hannon's national bestseller, Great Jobs for Everyone 50+, has become the job-hunting bible for
people in their forties, fifties, and beyond. With her no-nonsense style, Hannon shows where the
opportunities are and how to get them. In this completely revised edition, Hannon offers twice as
many jobs and brand-new material to market your skills in today’s job market, with expert tips on
revamping a résumé, networking, interviewing like a pro, building a social media platform to stand
out in the crowd, and much more. Whether you took early retirement, were laid off, are seeking a job
that you will love, need supplemental income, or want to stay engaged and make a difference by
giving back with your talents, Hannon’s book is an essential tool. The truth is that many companies
are looking for candidates with your experience, expertise, and maturity. The trick is finding those
employers—and going into your search with a positive attitude and realistic expectations. This
completely updated Great Jobs shows you how to avoid common job-seeking mistakes and helps you
find your ideal employment in today’s landscape.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Expert Résumés for Managers and
Executives Wendy S. Enelow, Louise Kursmark, 2007 This collection of resumes is aimed at people
at all levels of management, from front-line supervisors to top-level executives. In addition to
hundreds of pages of sample resumes, the authors present sound resume writing advice, including
how to create and use an electronic resume. The appendix includes Internet resources for an
effective online job search. New for the second edition is a section of cover letter samples and
writing advice.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Gallery of Best Resumes David Franklin



Noble, 1994 Written by professional resume writers, this book includes resumes for a variety of
occupations grouped by category. Sixteen of the resumes are printed on high-quality paper stock
and bound right into the book. Contains over 200 resumes, 25 cover letter samples, 101 tips for
effective resume writing, and 30 tips for polishing cover letters.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Make Your Resume Talk Richard A. Hart,
2007-02-01 This book contains all the guidelines needed to help you write an advertisement resume
that will get you interviews and a job. It promotes writing results work statements rather than task
and responsibility statements. Key features include how to write 1. your heading in relation to space
available, 2. targeted objectives, 3. work statements that use key words and still describe how good
you are, 4. skill sections that show your level of ability, and 5. activities that show your chemistry.
Make Your Resume Talk is written in sections to help you build or re-write your resume and help you
tailor your resume to specific jobs. Many before and after resumes with individual critiques on
different occupations are included to show how to write statements that get attention of potential
employers. Helpful tips are provided throughout the book to highlight critical information for writing
a resume that will talk for you. Chapters are provided to cover all aspects of the resume plus special
chapters on electronic resumes, help for high school/college students, and the physical attributes of
resumes. Effective cover letter guidelines with examples are provided as a bonus. Personal
testimonials are scattered through the book to show you how the guidelines helped other users. The
success of his approach is shown by this quote from a Senior Corporate Recruiter from Red Hat
which stated, As a corporate recruiter, I view hundreds of resumes daily filed with buzz words, tasks
and objectives that don't meet the candidate's background. These resumes are quickly eliminated.
The resumes that follow the guidelines outlined in Dick Hart's book that show the depth of the
candidate's ability and how well the buzz words apply to their accomplishments are the ones we
seriously consider. Diligent applicants need to follow his advice and list solid achievements from
past/current performance.
  examples of good resumes for college students: Resources in Education , 1999-04
  examples of good resumes for college students: Real-resumes for Financial Jobs Anne
McKinney, 2001 A book designed to be the best friend of those who want to enter, advance in, and
change jobs in one of the hottest industries in the 21st century; finance. The best way to enter a new
industry is to look and sound as though you belong in the field, so there are resumes to help the
career-minded find their first job in the financial world. Other resumes help the financially astute
professional advance in the field. You'll find job titles such as these in this book designed to help
those who want to move in this hot field of opportunity: auditor, financial services consultant,
investment banker, commercial banker, bookkeeper, commercial loan specialist, data entry operator,
controller, chief financial officer, budget management specialist, business analyst, business services
manager, accounts receivable specialist, insurance adjuster, funds transfer analyst, loan officer,
mortgage consultant, real estate broker, revenue field auditor, accounting manager, staff
accountant, tax auditor, teller supervisor, training operations manager...and many others!
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