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Cigar Box Guitars for Sale: Discovering Unique Sounds and Vintage Charm

cigar box guitars for sale have been attracting musicians, collectors, and DIY
enthusiasts alike, thanks to their distinctive sound and rustic charm. These handmade
instruments, often crafted from repurposed cigar boxes, offer a fascinating blend of
history, creativity, and musicality that you won't find in conventional guitars. Whether
you're a seasoned player looking to add something unique to your collection, or a beginner
intrigued by the roots of American folk and blues music, exploring cigar box guitars for
sale can open up a world of sonic possibilities.

What Are Cigar Box Guitars?

Cigar box guitars are a type of homemade or handcrafted string instrument that
traditionally uses an empty cigar box as the resonator body. The neck can be made from
various kinds of wood, and the number of strings typically ranges from one to four. These
instruments have origins dating back to the 19th century when homemade guitars became
popular among rural and economically disadvantaged communities in the United States.

Unlike standard guitars, cigar box guitars deliver a raw, gritty, and soulful tone, often
associated with early blues and roots music. Their simplicity and affordability made them
accessible to many aspiring musicians who couldn’t afford factory-made instruments.
Today, they stand as both a tribute to musical tradition and a testament to creative
craftsmanship.

Why Consider Buying a Cigar Box Guitar?

If you’re wondering why cigar box guitars for sale have gained popularity, several reasons
make them an appealing purchase:

Distinctive Sound and Style

The tonal quality of cigar box guitars is markedly different from regular guitars. Their
smaller body and unique construction produce a twangy, resonant sound that’s perfect for
blues, folk, and slide guitar playing. Many players appreciate the raw, unpolished vibe
these instruments bring to their music.

Affordable and Accessible

Compared to standard electric or acoustic guitars, many cigar box guitars are budget-



friendly without sacrificing charm or playability. For beginners or hobbyists, they offer an
affordable entry point into guitar playing, especially if you’re interested in exploring
alternative tunings or slide techniques.

Handcrafted and Customizable

Many cigar box guitars for sale are handmade by artisans who infuse each piece with
personality and craftsmanship. From the choice of wood to decorative elements, buyers
often find unique, one-of-a-kind instruments that stand out visually and sonically. Some
sellers even offer custom options to tailor the instrument to your preferences.

A Piece of Musical History

Owning a cigar box guitar connects you to a rich cultural heritage. These instruments are
linked to early American blues pioneers who shaped modern music. Playing one is like
holding a piece of history in your hands, inspiring creativity and appreciation for roots
music.

Where to Find Quality Cigar Box Guitars for Sale

If you’re ready to explore the market, knowing where to look can save time and ensure you
find an instrument that suits your needs.

Online Marketplaces

Websites like Etsy, Reverb, and eBay host numerous listings from independent luthiers
and hobbyists selling cigar box guitars. These platforms offer a wide range of prices,
styles, and conditions, from vintage finds to brand-new handcrafted models.

Specialty Music Shops

Some boutique music stores and shops specializing in folk or handmade instruments carry
cigar box guitars. Visiting in person allows you to test the instrument’s playability and
sound quality before buying.

Custom Builders and Luthiers

Many artisans specialize in building cigar box guitars and accept custom orders.
Commissioning a custom piece means you can specify things like wood type, string count,



pickup systems, and aesthetics to get an instrument perfectly suited to your style.

Music Festivals and Craft Fairs

Events focused on folk music or handmade crafts often feature vendors selling cigar box
guitars. These venues offer a unique opportunity to see and hear the instrument live, chat
with makers, and support local craftsmanship.

What to Look for When Buying a Cigar Box Guitar

Buying a cigar box guitar is a bit different from purchasing a conventional guitar. Here are
some important factors to consider:

Number of Strings

Cigar box guitars typically come with one, three, or four strings. The number of strings
affects tuning options, playing style, and sound. Beginners might find three or four-string
versions easier to handle, while one-string models can be great for slide playing.

Construction and Materials

Check the quality of the cigar box used for the body and the wood chosen for the neck.
Some boxes are made from hardwoods or reinforced materials for better resonance and
durability. The neck should be sturdy and smooth for comfortable playing.

Playability

Playability is crucial. The instrument should have a comfortable scale length and a smooth
fretboard or fingerboard. If possible, test the action (string height) to ensure it’s not too
high or low, as this affects ease of playing and intonation.

Sound Quality

Every cigar box guitar sounds different. Listen to sound samples or try the guitar yourself
to find the tone that appeals to you. Some guitars come with pickups for amplification,
while others remain purely acoustic.



Price and Value

Prices vary widely, depending on craftsmanship, materials, brand, and whether the guitar
is vintage or new. Set a budget but remember that a well-made cigar box guitar is a long-
term investment in both musical enjoyment and aesthetic value.

Tips for Playing and Maintaining Your Cigar Box
Guitar

Once you have your cigar box guitar, here are some tips to get the most out of it:

Experiment with Tunings: Many players use open tunings (like open G or open D)
to facilitate slide playing and chord shapes.

Try Slide Techniques: Using a slide or bottleneck enhances the bluesy sound that
cigar box guitars are famous for.

Regular Maintenance: Keep the instrument clean and check tuning pegs, strings,
and neck alignment regularly to ensure longevity.

Upgrade Strings: Experiment with different string gauges or materials to find your
preferred tone and playability.

Amplification Options: If your guitar doesn’t have built-in pickups, consider adding
a clip-on or external mic for live performances or recording.

The Growing Popularity of Cigar Box Guitars

The market for cigar box guitars for sale is expanding as more musicians discover their
unique appeal. From blues festivals to YouTube tutorials, these instruments have carved
out a niche that celebrates creativity, heritage, and individuality. Modern builders
continue to innovate, incorporating electric pickups, custom artwork, and ergonomic
designs that make cigar box guitars relevant for today’s players.

Whether you’re drawn by nostalgia, sound, or the DIY spirit, cigar box guitars offer a
refreshing alternative to mass-produced instruments. They invite players to explore music
in a hands-on, personal way—making every strum feel like a connection to a rich cultural
tapestry.

If you’re considering adding one to your collection or starting your musical journey,
browsing cigar box guitars for sale is a great place to begin. Each instrument comes with
its own story, ready to inspire your next melody.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a cigar box guitar?
A cigar box guitar is a handmade string instrument traditionally made from an empty cigar
box, a wooden neck, and a few metal strings. It produces a distinctive sound often used in
blues and folk music.

Where can I find cigar box guitars for sale?
Cigar box guitars for sale can be found on online marketplaces like Etsy, eBay, Reverb,
and specialized musical instrument stores that focus on handmade or custom guitars.

Are cigar box guitars good for beginners?
Yes, cigar box guitars are often recommended for beginners due to their simple
construction, affordability, and unique sound, making them a fun and accessible way to
learn guitar basics.

How much do cigar box guitars typically cost?
Cigar box guitars typically range from $50 to $300 depending on the craftsmanship,
materials, brand, and whether they are handmade or mass-produced.

Can cigar box guitars be amplified?
Yes, many cigar box guitars come with built-in pickups or can be fitted with pickups,
allowing them to be amplified for live performances or recording.

What types of strings are used on cigar box guitars?
Cigar box guitars commonly use steel strings similar to those on electric or acoustic
guitars. The number of strings can vary, with 3-string and 4-string versions being most
common.

Are there beginner kits available for making my own
cigar box guitar?
Yes, several online retailers sell DIY cigar box guitar kits that include all necessary parts
and instructions, ideal for those interested in building their own instrument.

How do I choose the right cigar box guitar for my
playing style?
Consider the number of strings, neck shape, scale length, and whether you want an
acoustic or electric model. Listening to sound demos and reading reviews can also help
decide what fits your style.



Do cigar box guitars require special maintenance?
Maintenance is similar to regular guitars, including string changes, tuning, and keeping
the wood clean and dry. Because of their handmade nature, some models may require
additional care.

Can cigar box guitars be used for recording music?
Absolutely, cigar box guitars have a unique tonal quality that can add character to
recordings, especially in blues, folk, and indie music genres. Using pickups or
microphones helps capture their sound effectively.

Additional Resources
Cigar Box Guitars for Sale: Exploring Unique Instruments in the Market

cigar box guitars for sale have increasingly captured the attention of musicians,
collectors, and enthusiasts seeking distinctive sounds and artistic expressions beyond
conventional guitars. These handcrafted instruments, rooted in a rich tradition of
American folk and blues history, offer both affordable entry points for beginners and
unique tonal qualities for seasoned players. As the demand rises, the market for cigar box
guitars presents a diverse array of options, ranging from vintage-inspired replicas to
modern electric versions, each with its own set of features and craftsmanship standards.

The Resurgence of Cigar Box Guitars in
Contemporary Music

Originally born out of necessity during economically challenging times, cigar box guitars
emerged as improvised instruments crafted from empty cigar boxes, broomsticks, and
wire. Today, they have transcended their humble origins to become collectible pieces and
functional musical tools. The resurgence has been fueled by artists who embrace their
raw, gritty sound, as well as by DIY culture enthusiasts eager to build or customize their
own instruments.

With cigar box guitars for sale now more accessible than ever, both online and in specialty
music stores, players can explore a variety of models that cater to different skill levels and
musical styles. The blend of traditional craftsmanship with modern manufacturing has led
to instruments that maintain the authentic aesthetics while incorporating enhancements
such as built-in pickups and adjustable bridges.

Varieties of Cigar Box Guitars Available

When browsing cigar box guitars for sale, potential buyers will encounter several distinct
types, each suited to particular preferences:



Acoustic Cigar Box Guitars: These maintain the classic, raw tone associated with
early folk and blues music. They often feature three or four strings and rely solely on
the hollow cigar box body for resonance.

Electric Cigar Box Guitars: Equipped with pickups and electronic components,
these models allow for amplification and effects processing, appealing to players
seeking versatility and stage presence.

Resonator Cigar Box Guitars: Incorporating metal cones or resonators, these
instruments produce a distinct metallic timbre, often favored in slide guitar playing
and blues genres.

Custom and Handmade Models: Many luthiers and artisans offer bespoke cigar
box guitars with personalized designs, premium materials, and enhanced playability,
which can command higher prices.

Evaluating Quality and Features in Cigar Box
Guitars for Sale

Selecting the right cigar box guitar requires an understanding of critical features that
influence playability and sound. Unlike mass-produced standard guitars, cigar box guitars
often vary significantly in build quality, materials, and setup.

Materials and Craftsmanship

The choice of wood for the neck and cigar box body directly affects tonal characteristics
and durability. Common woods include hardwoods like maple or mahogany for necks,
paired with vintage or replica cigar boxes made from hardwood or plywood. The finish and
precision of assembly also determine the instrument’s longevity and aesthetic appeal.

String Configuration and Tuning

Cigar box guitars usually feature three or four strings, with tuning options ranging from
open tunings conducive to slide playing to more conventional intervals. Some models offer
six-string setups, mimicking traditional guitars but retaining the cigar box body shape.
Prospective buyers should assess their familiarity with alternative tunings and the kind of
music they intend to play.



Electronics and Amplification

Electric cigar box guitars often come with single-coil or humbucker pickups, volume and
tone controls, and output jacks compatible with standard amplifiers. The quality of
electronic components can greatly influence the instrument’s sound clarity and noise
levels, especially for live performances.

Price Ranges and Market Availability

The market for cigar box guitars for sale spans a broad price spectrum. Entry-level models
typically range from $50 to $200, offering functional instruments suitable for beginners or
experimental players. Mid-range guitars, often handmade or featuring upgraded
electronics, fall between $200 and $600. High-end bespoke instruments may exceed
$1,000, reflecting superior craftsmanship and custom features.

Online platforms such as Etsy, Reverb, and specialized music shops provide extensive
listings, enabling buyers to compare prices, read reviews, and evaluate seller reputations.
Additionally, local music stores and artisan fairs can offer opportunities for hands-on
testing and consultation.

Pros and Cons of Purchasing Cigar Box Guitars Online

Pros: Wide selection, competitive pricing, detailed product descriptions, and
customer feedback.

Cons: Lack of physical inspection prior to purchase, potential for shipping damage,
and challenges with setup or adjustments.

Who Should Consider Buying a Cigar Box Guitar?

Cigar box guitars are not just novelty items; they serve practical and creative purposes
across various musical contexts. Blues and folk musicians appreciate their authentic tonal
qualities and slide capabilities, while experimental artists explore their unconventional
sound textures. Moreover, educators and hobbyists find them useful for teaching basic
stringed instrument techniques due to their simplicity.

Moreover, collectors and enthusiasts value cigar box guitars for their historical
significance and artistic craftsmanship. Whether as display pieces or playable instruments,
they hold a niche appeal that distinguishes them from mainstream guitars.



Tips for First-Time Buyers

Research various brands and builders to identify reputable sources.1.

Consider the intended use—acoustic practice, amplified performance, or collection.2.

Pay attention to neck shape and scale length for comfort and playability.3.

Check return policies and warranty options, especially when purchasing online.4.

Explore instructional resources and community forums to maximize the instrument’s5.
potential.

The growing availability of cigar box guitars for sale reflects a vibrant subculture within
the broader musical instrument market, merging historical roots with contemporary
creativity. Whether one seeks an affordable entry point into stringed instruments or a
distinctive addition to their collection, the options today are plentiful and varied, inviting
exploration beyond the conventional six-string guitar.
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Lace® Cigar Box Guitar takes place here at our facility in Southern California. All Lace® Cigar Box
Guitar models are shipped with an extra set
Cigar Box Guitars for sale | eBay Today, you can find plenty of affordable cigar box guitars for
sale that are well built with quality materials, and there are plenty of these classic cigar box guitars
for sale on eBay
Cigar Box Guitars 3 & 4 string Handmade - Snowden Guitars I am keeping busy in the shop
and working on new cigar box guitars! If you would like to be notified when I have new cigar box
guitars for sale, sign up on my mailing list to be notified!
Cigar Box Guitars & More - Cigar Box Guitars - C. B. Gitty One of our most popular printed
guitars is now available as an easy to assemble kit! Ready to be stained (neck), painted,



woodburned, decorated and customized. No fretting installation
Cigar Box Instruments - Guitar Center Enjoy the lowest prices and best selection of Cigar Box
Instruments at Guitar Center. Most orders are eligible for free shipping
Cigar Box Guitars - Smokehouse Jones Guitars Two-, three-, and four-string guitars made from
cigar boxes with frets installed. Headstocks are hand-carved and chiseled, all necks are hardwood,
and each can be played either as an
Chickenbone John, handmade - Cigar Box Guitars, 3 string. That's no empty boast - we've
pioneered the making of cigar box guitars in the UK. We have made and sold over 2400 of them, and
have been featured in the UK music press, and on UK
The Best Cigar Box Guitar Parts and Kits – MGB MGB Guitars is the premier cigar box guitar
supplier for cigar box guitar enthusiasts and builders. Shop Tuners, Pickups, Bridges, Necks,
Fretboards, Knobs, Strings, Tools, & More!
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