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Epistles of the Brethren of Purity: Unlocking the Wisdom of an Ancient Philosophical Society

epistles of the brethren of purity represent one of the most intriguing and profound collections of
philosophical and scientific writings from the Islamic Golden Age. These epistles, compiled by a
mysterious group known as the Brethren of Purity (or Ikhwan al-Safa), offer a unique glimpse into
the intellectual currents that flowed through the medieval Islamic world. If you’re curious about
ancient wisdom, esoteric philosophy, or the synthesis of science and spirituality, exploring the
epistles of the brethren of purity is an enriching journey.

Who Were the Brethren of Purity?

The Brethren of Purity were a secretive collective of Muslim scholars, philosophers, and mystics
active around the 10th century in Basra, Iraq. Little is definitively known about their identities, but
their legacy survives through the epistles they authored—a vast encyclopedia blending philosophy,
mathematics, astronomy, ethics, and metaphysics. The group’s name itself, “Ikhwan al-Safa,”
translates to “Brothers of Purity,” reflecting their commitment to spiritual and intellectual
purification.

The Mystery Behind Their Anonymity

Unlike many historical figures who proudly signed their works, the Brethren of Purity remained
anonymous. This anonymity was likely intentional, emphasizing the collective nature of their
knowledge and perhaps protecting them from political or religious backlash. Today, scholars debate
about who exactly contributed to the epistles, but the consensus is that it was a collaborative effort
rather than the work of a single individual.

What Are the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity?

The epistles are a collection of 52 treatises written in Arabic, covering a wide range of subjects that
reflect a holistic worldview. They were designed not only to educate but to spiritually elevate
readers by harmonizing reason and faith. The epistles are often described as a philosophical
encyclopedia that combines elements of Neoplatonism, Aristotelianism, Islamic theology, and Greek
science, making them a rich source for understanding medieval Islamic thought.

Structure and Content Overview

The 52 epistles are organized into four main categories:



Mathematical Sciences: This includes geometry, arithmetic, music theory, and astronomy.

Natural Sciences: These cover physics, chemistry, meteorology, and biology.

Psychological and Rational Sciences: Topics like logic, ethics, and psychology are
discussed here.

Theological and Metaphysical Sciences: This section explores metaphysics, the nature of
the soul, and divine knowledge.

Each epistle is crafted to build upon the previous one, gradually guiding the reader from the
concrete understanding of the natural world toward abstract spiritual truths.

The Philosophical Foundations of the Epistles

At the heart of the epistles is the belief that knowledge and spirituality are deeply intertwined. The
Brethren of Purity sought to demonstrate that true wisdom requires both empirical observation and
metaphysical insight.

Neoplatonism and Islamic Thought

One of the most notable influences on the epistles is Neoplatonism—a philosophical system that
posits a single source from which all existence emanates. The Brethren adapted these ideas to fit
within an Islamic framework, positing God as the ultimate source and emphasizing the soul’s journey
back toward divine unity.

Integration of Science and Spirituality

Rather than separating scientific inquiry from spiritual practice, the epistles present them as
complementary. For example, studies in astronomy are not just about celestial mechanics but also
symbolize the order and harmony of the cosmos, revealing divine wisdom. This holistic approach
encourages readers to see science as a pathway to spiritual understanding.

The Impact and Legacy of the Epistles

Though the Brethren of Purity’s works were initially circulated in limited circles, their influence
eventually permeated broader intellectual traditions across the Islamic world and beyond.



Influence on Later Philosophers

The epistles inspired numerous medieval scholars, including prominent figures like Al-Farabi,
Avicenna (Ibn Sina), and Averroes (Ibn Rushd). Their efforts to reconcile reason and faith found
echoes in the Brethren’s writings, which served as a bridge between Greek philosophy and Islamic
theology.

Transmission to the West

Through translations and interactions during the Crusades and the later Renaissance, the ideas
embedded in the epistles contributed indirectly to European philosophy and science. The emphasis
on rationality and ethical conduct resonated with scholastic traditions, enriching cross-cultural
intellectual exchange.

Why Study the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity Today?

In an era often characterized by a divide between science and spirituality, revisiting the epistles
offers valuable insights into how these domains can coexist harmoniously.

Lessons in Holistic Knowledge

The Brethren’s approach encourages modern readers to embrace interdisciplinary learning.
Whether you are interested in philosophy, science, or ethics, the epistles remind us that
understanding complex realities requires integrating diverse perspectives.

Practical Wisdom for Personal Growth

Beyond academic interest, the epistles provide guidance on cultivating virtues such as patience,
humility, and intellectual honesty. Their teachings invite readers to pursue knowledge not merely for
status or power but as a means of self-purification and ethical living.

Accessing and Reading the Epistles

Thanks to modern scholarship, many of the epistles have been translated into various languages,
with critical editions available for enthusiasts and researchers alike. When approaching these texts,
it helps to consider their historical and cultural context.



Tips for Engaging with the Texts

Start with summaries: Given the dense and sometimes abstract nature of the epistles,
beginning with secondary sources or summaries can provide helpful frameworks.

Explore thematic connections: Focus on specific areas of interest, such as their views on
ethics or cosmology, to appreciate the depth of their thought.

Reflect on the spiritual dimension: The epistles are not just intellectual exercises but calls
to inner transformation, so reading with an open and reflective mindset enhances the
experience.

Exploring the epistles of the brethren of purity invites a meaningful dialogue between past and
present, reason and faith, knowledge and virtue—offering timeless wisdom for seekers across
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity?
The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity are a collection of 52 philosophical and scientific treatises
written by a secretive group of Muslim scholars known as the Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa) in
the 10th century. They cover topics ranging from mathematics and natural sciences to ethics and
metaphysics.

Who were the Brethren of Purity?
The Brethren of Purity, or Ikhwan al-Safa, were a secretive group of intellectuals and philosophers in
Basra, Iraq during the 10th century. They aimed to harmonize various strands of knowledge
including philosophy, science, and religion into a unified system.

What is the main purpose of the Epistles of the Brethren of
Purity?
The main purpose of the Epistles is to educate and guide readers in both spiritual and intellectual
development, promoting a synthesis of religious faith, philosophy, and empirical sciences to achieve
true knowledge and purification of the soul.

In what language were the Epistles originally written?
The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity were originally written in Arabic, which was the scholarly and
literary language of the Islamic Golden Age.



How do the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity influence
Islamic philosophy?
The Epistles significantly influenced Islamic philosophy by integrating Greek philosophy,
Neoplatonism, and Islamic thought, inspiring later philosophers such as Al-Farabi, Avicenna, and
others in the development of Islamic metaphysics and ethics.

Are the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity available in modern
translations?
Yes, the Epistles have been translated into several modern languages including English, French, and
Persian, allowing contemporary scholars and readers to access and study their rich philosophical
and scientific content.

What topics are covered in the Epistles of the Brethren of
Purity?
The Epistles cover a wide range of topics including mathematics, astronomy, music, medicine,
ethics, logic, metaphysics, theology, psychology, and social philosophy, reflecting the encyclopedic
nature of the work.

Additional Resources
Epistles of the Brethren of Purity: An Analytical Review of Their Intellectual Legacy

epistles of the brethren of purity represent a remarkable corpus of philosophical, scientific, and
spiritual writings that have intrigued scholars, historians, and theologians for centuries. Originating
from a secretive group known as the Ikhwān al-Ṣafā’, or Brethren of Purity, these epistles are a
compendium of 52 treatises covering a vast array of disciplines including mathematics, astronomy,
ethics, metaphysics, and theology. Their profound impact on Islamic philosophy and their enduring
relevance in contemporary studies make them an essential subject for deeper examination.

Historical Context and Authorship

The epistles were composed during the 10th century in the Islamic Golden Age, a period marked by
significant intellectual flourishing in the Middle East. Although the precise identities of the Brethren
of Purity remain shrouded in mystery, it is widely accepted that they were a group of scholars based
in Basra, Iraq. Their anonymity was likely a strategic choice, allowing them to propagate their ideas
without attracting political or religious persecution.

The collective authorship of the epistles reflects a unique synthesis of Greek philosophy,
Neoplatonism, Islamic theology, and emerging scientific knowledge. Unlike individual philosophical
works, the epistles provide a comprehensive encyclopedic vision of the universe and human
existence, emphasizing harmony between reason and revelation.



Thematic Overview of the Epistles

The content of the epistles is broadly divided into four main categories:

Mathematical Sciences: Treatises on arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music theory.

Natural Sciences: Discussions on physics, biology, meteorology, and cosmology.

Psychological and Rational Sciences: Exploration of logic, psychology, and epistemology.

Theological and Ethical Sciences: Reflection on metaphysics, ethics, theology, and political
philosophy.

This structured approach highlights the Brethren’s commitment to intellectual integration, blending
scientific inquiry with spiritual insight.

Philosophical Foundations and Influences

The epistles of the brethren of purity draw heavily on the works of Aristotle, Plato, and Plotinus,
reinterpreted within an Islamic framework. Their Neoplatonic worldview posits a hierarchical
cosmos emanating from the One, or the ultimate divine principle. This metaphysical structure
underscores the interconnectedness of all levels of existence, from the celestial spheres to the
human soul.

One notable feature is their emphasis on universal knowledge (‘ilm) as a means of spiritual
purification. The epistles advocate for a harmonious balance between intellect and faith, proposing
that true wisdom transcends mere empirical observation to include moral and metaphysical
understanding.

Integration of Science and Spirituality

A distinctive aspect of the epistles is their seamless integration of scientific knowledge with spiritual
teachings. For instance, their treatises on astronomy are not merely descriptive of celestial
mechanics but are imbued with symbolic meanings about the soul’s journey. This holistic approach
contrasts with the modern tendency to compartmentalize science and religion, offering a model
where both realms enhance human comprehension.

Impact on Islamic Philosophy and Beyond

The influence of the epistles extends well beyond their immediate historical milieu. During the
medieval period, they shaped the intellectual landscape of Muslim scholars such as al-Farabi,



Avicenna (Ibn Sina), and Averroes (Ibn Rushd). Their encyclopedic vision contributed to the
development of Islamic Neoplatonism and Sufism, impacting theological debates and scientific
discourse.

Moreover, the epistles inspired translations and commentaries in later centuries, facilitating cross-
cultural exchanges with Christian and Jewish thinkers. This intercultural dialogue enriched the
broader philosophical tradition, underscoring the epistles’ role as a bridge between Eastern and
Western intellectual heritage.

Modern Relevance and Scholarly Interest

Today, the epistles of the brethren of purity continue to attract scholarly attention for their
interdisciplinary approach and philosophical depth. Contemporary researchers analyze their
manuscripts to uncover insights into early Islamic scientific methodologies and ethical philosophies.
Additionally, their emphasis on knowledge as a transformative force resonates with current
discussions on education, spirituality, and intercultural understanding.

Key Features and Distinctive Contributions

Several unique features distinguish the epistles from other medieval philosophical works:

Collective Authorship: Unlike single-author treatises, the collaborative nature of the epistles1.
reflects a communal pursuit of knowledge.

Encapsulation of Diverse Disciplines: The integration of sciences, philosophy, and theology2.
within a unified framework is particularly noteworthy.

Use of Symbolism and Allegory: The writings employ allegorical narratives to convey3.
complex metaphysical concepts, appealing to both rational and mystical audiences.

Ethical Emphasis: The epistles consistently underline the moral responsibilities of the seeker4.
of knowledge, linking intellectual development with spiritual purification.

Such characteristics contribute to the epistles’ enduring appeal and underscore their innovative
approach to knowledge.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite their importance, the epistles have faced criticism regarding their esoteric style and the
ambiguity surrounding their authorship. Some scholars argue that the secretive nature of the
Brethren and the symbolic language employed can obscure the clarity of their teachings, making
them less accessible to broader audiences.



Furthermore, while the integration of science and spirituality is a strength, it also raises questions
about the empirical rigor of some scientific claims within the texts. Modern readers may find certain
cosmological assertions outdated or inconsistent with contemporary scientific understanding.

Nevertheless, such critiques also highlight the epistles’ historical context and the evolving nature of
knowledge.

Preservation, Translations, and Accessibility

The epistles of the brethren of purity survive in various manuscript forms scattered across libraries
in the Middle East and Europe. Their preservation has been a focus for philologists and historians
dedicated to maintaining this intellectual heritage.

Translations into Latin and other European languages during the Renaissance facilitated their
influence on Western thought. In recent decades, critical editions and annotated translations have
made the epistles more accessible to academics worldwide, fostering renewed interest in their
study.

Future Directions in Research

Ongoing research aims to further elucidate the historical context, authorship, and philosophical
significance of the epistles. Digital humanities projects are increasingly instrumental in cataloging
manuscripts and facilitating comparative studies.

Interdisciplinary approaches, combining philosophy, history of science, and religious studies,
promise to deepen understanding of how the epistles reflect and shape medieval intellectual
currents.

The epistles of the brethren of purity continue to serve as a testament to the rich intellectual
traditions of the past, inviting contemporary readers to explore the profound connections between
knowledge, ethics, and spirituality.
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written essays explore its authorship and dating, its intellectual content and influence.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Epistles of the Brethren of Purity Institute of Ismaili
Studies (London), 2008
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Epistles of the Brethren of Purity: The Case of the Animals
versus Man Before the King of the Jinn , 2010-03-18 This is the first critical edition of the
best-known epistle of the Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa), a tenth-century esoteric fraternity
based in Basra and Baghdad. It features an ecological fable on man's exploitation of animals,
preceded by a short exposition on zoology.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Epistles of the Brethren of Purity Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʼ, 2016
This volume presents Epistles 43-45 of the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity, some of the richest and
most diverse texts in the corpus. They include anecdotes and visions of paradise, Qur'anic quotations
and interfaith references, and Platonic motifs, and explore the immortality of the soul and the
necessity of co-operation in this world.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: The Fatimid Armenians Seda B. Dadoyean, Seda
Parsumean-Tatoyean, This volume contains 22 papers originally delivered at the Society of Biblical
Literature's 1995 commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the discovery of the Nag Hammadi
Library.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: The Call to God Abbas Hamdani, Abdallah Soufan,
2019-04-13 The Brethren of Purity, the anonymous adepts of a tenth-century esoteric fraternity
based in Basra and Baghdad, hold an eminent position in the history of science and philosophy in
Islam due to the wide reception and assimilation of their monumental encyclopaedia, the Epistles of
the Brethrenof Purity. This compendium contains fifty-two epistles offering synoptic accounts of the
classical sciences and philosophies of the age; divided into four classificatory parts, it treats themes
in mathematics, logic, natural philosophy, psychology, metaphysics, and theology, in addition to
didacticfables. Epistle 48 belongs to the fourth part dealing with Divine-Legal matters. It deals
specifically with methods that should be employed in advocating for the cause of the fraternity, and
in calling different segments of society to join its ranks. The targeted segments include philosophers,
kings,Shi'is, and administrators. Special templates for preachers engaging with these particular
categories are provided throughout. It also addresses issues of governance and the ideal city, while
emphasizing again the primacy of the soul over the body, and the need for followers to know
themselves. TheEpistle ends with a story based on the famous Bilawhar wa-Budhasaf, given as an
illustration of a successful mission. Epistle 48 reveals, more than any other epistle, the political
nature of the fraternity and its mission, being, as the editors argue, part of the Fatimid missionary
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2009-05-28 The Muslim thinker al-Ghazali (d. 1111) was one of the most influential theologians and
philosophers of Islam and has been considered an authority in both Western and Islamic
philosophical traditions. Born in northeastern Iran, he held the most prestigious academic post in
Islamic theology in Baghdad, only to renounce the position and teach at small schools in the
provinces for no money. His contributions to Islamic scholarship range from responding to the
challenges of Aristotelian philosophy to creating a new type of Islamic mysticism and integrating
both these traditions-falsafa and Sufism-into the Sunni mainstream. This book offers a
comprehensive study of al-Ghazali's life and his understanding of cosmology-how God creates things
and events in the world, how human acts relate to God's power, and how the universe is structured.
Frank Griffel presents a serious revision of traditional views on al-Ghazali, showing that his most
important achievement was the creation of a new rationalist theology in which he transformed the
Aristotelian views of thinkers such as Avicenna to accord with intellectual currents that were
well-established within Muslim theological discourse. Using the most authoritative sources,
including reports from al-Ghazali's students, his contemporaries, and his own letters, Griffel
reconstructs every stage in a turbulent career. The al-Ghazali that emerges offers many surprises,
particularly on his motives for leaving Baghdad and the nature of his seclusion afterwards. Griffel



demonstrates that al-Ghazali intended to create a new cosmology that moved away from concerns
held earlier by Muslim theologians and Arab philosophers. This new theology aimed to provide a
framework for the pursuit of the natural sciences and a basis for Islamic science and philosophy to
flourish beyond the 12th century. Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology is the most thorough
examination to date of this important thinker.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: The Eudaimonist Ethics of al-Fārābī and Avicenna Janne
Mattila, 2022-04-25 Now available in Open Access thanks to the support of the University of
Helsinki. Al-Fārābī and Avicenna are the two most influential authors of the classical period of
Arabic philosophy, yet their ethical thought has been largely overlooked by scholars. In this book,
Janne Mattila provides the first comprehensive account of the ethics of these important
philosophers. The book argues that even if neither of them wrote a major ethical work, their ethical
writings form a coherent ethical system, especially when understood in the context of philosophical
psychology, cosmology, and metaphysics. The resulting ethical theory is, moreover, not derivative of
their classical predecessors in any simple way. The book will appeal to those with interest in
Arabic/Islamic philosophy, Islamic intellectual history, classical philosophy, and the history of moral
philosophy.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: The Reception of John Philoponus� Natural
Philosophy Emmanuele Vimercati, 2024-11-14 In some of his most famous works, John Philoponus
(c. 490-570 CE) confronts numerous aspects of Aristotle's philosophy and science. Yet the influence
of these reinterpretations and critiques remains under-examined. This volume fills this gap by
uncovering the considerable impact of Philoponus' natural philosophy in both the medieval and
Renaissance periods. Divided into three parts, the first part of the volume introduces central
concepts in Philoponus' philosophy. Highlighting the areas of crossover as well as of disagreement
with Aristotle, chapters dedicate specific attention to Philoponus' theories of place, matter and
vacuum; his ideas of motion; his discussion of the heavens and the fifth element; and his
anthropology. This is followed, in parts two and three, by a focus on Philoponus' reception in the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance respectively. Shedding light on the scientific ideas circulating in
these periods, international experts explore a range of topics from the renewal of Aristotelianism in
the Arab world, through the medieval Byzantine and Latin traditions, to Philoponus' appearance in
the early works of Galileo. Engaging with a number of Philoponus' key tracts, The Reception of John
Philoponus' Natural Philosophy is both a much-needed study of Philoponus' influence and a revealing
analysis of how Aristotelian science was received, adapted, critiqued and mediated throughout the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: A Philosopher of Scripture Raphael Dascalu, 2019-08-05
Tanḥum b. Joseph ha-Yerushalmi (d. 1291, Fusṭāṭ, Egypt) was a rigorous linguist and philologist,
philosopher and mystic, and a biblical exegete of singular breadth. As well as providing us with an
insight into the inner world of a profound and original thinker, his oeuvre sheds light on a Jewish
historical and cultural milieu that remains relatively poorly understood: the Islamic East in the
post-Maimonidean period. In A Philosopher of Scripture: The Exegesis and Thought of Tanḥum
ha-Yerushalmi, Raphael Dascalu presents the first detailed intellectual portrait of Tanḥum
ha-Yerushalmi. Tanḥum emerges as a polymath with a clear intellectual program, an eclectic thinker
who brought multiple traditions together in his search for the philosophical meaning of Scripture.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Philosophy in the Islamic World Ulrich Rudolph,
Rotraud Hansberger, Peter Adamson, 2022-05-09 Philosophy in the Islamic World is a
comprehensive and unprecedented four-volume reference work devoted to the history of philosophy
in the realms of Islam, from its beginnings in the eighth century AD down to modern times. In the
period covered by this first volume (eighth to tenth centuries), philosophy began to blossom thanks
to the translation of Greek scientific works into Arabic and the emergence of autochthonous
intellectual traditions within Islam. Both major and minor figures of the period are covered, giving
details of biography and doctrine, as well as detailed lists and summaries of each author’s works.
This is the English version of the relevant volume of the Ueberweg, the most authoritative German



reference work on the history of philosophy ( Philosophie in der Islamischen Welt Band I: 8.–10.
Jahrhundert., Basel: Schwabe, 2012).
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Visualizing the invisible with the human body J. Cale
Johnson, Alessandro Stavru, 2019-11-05 Physiognomy and ekphrasis are two of the most important
modes of description in antiquity and represent the necessary precursors of scientific description.
The primary way of divining the characteristics and fate of an individual, whether inborn or
acquired, was to observe the patient’s external characteristics and behaviour. This volume focuses
initially on two types of descriptive literature in Mesopotamia: physiognomic omens and what we
might call ekphrastic description. These modalities are traced through ancient India, Ugaritic and
the Hebrew Bible, before arriving at the physiognomic features of famous historical figures such as
Themistocles, Socrates or Augustus in the Graeco-Roman world, where physiognomic discussions
become intertwined with typological analyses of human characters. The Arabic compendial culture
absorbed and remade these different physiognomic and ekphrastic traditions, incorporating both
Mesopotamian links between physiognomy and medicine and the interest in characterological ‘types’
that had emerged in the Hellenistic period. This volume offer the first wide-ranging picture of these
modalities of description in antiquity.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: History of Islamic Philosophy Oliver Leaman, Seyyed
Hossein Nasr, 2020-08-17 Islamic philosophy has often been treated as being largely of historical
interest, belonging to the history of ideas rather than to philosophical study. This volume
successfully overturns that view. Emphasizing the living nature and rich diversity of the subject, it
examines the main thinkers and schools of thought, discusses the key concepts of Islamic philosophy
and covers a vast geographical area. This indispensable reference tool includes a comprehensive
bibliography and an extensive index.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Islamicate Occult Sciences in Theory and Practice ,
2020-11-16 Islamicate Occult Sciences in Theory and Practice brings together the latest research on
Islamic occult sciences from a variety of disciplinary perspectives, namely intellectual history,
manuscript studies and material culture. Its aim is not only to showcase the range of pioneering
work that is currently being done in these areas, but also to provide a model for closer interaction
amongst the disciplines constituting this burgeoning field of study. Furthermore, the book provides
the rare opportunity to bridge the gap on an institutional level by bringing the academic and
curatorial spheres into dialogue. Contributors include: Charles Burnett, Jean-Charles Coulon,
Maryam Ekhtiar, Noah Gardiner, Christiane Gruber, Bink Hallum, Francesca Leoni, Matthew
Melvin-Koushki, Michael Noble, Rachel Parikh, Liana Saif, Maria Subtelny, Farouk Yahya, and Travis
Zadeh.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: The Pursuit of Learning in the Islamic World,
610-2003 Hunt Janin, 2006-10-30 Islam scares the West. Militant conservatism and the horrific acts
of violent fundamentalists evoke outrage, but the reprehensible few reinforce a longstanding
Western stereotype of all Muslims as incorrigibly fanatical, violent and morally and culturally
different. Overlooked is the long history of Muslim intellectual and cultural achievement, and its
potential to flower once again. With about 1.5 billion adherents, Islam is the world's fastest growing
religion. An understanding of its past glories, present state and future potential has never been more
critical. This survey of Muslim intellectual and cultural achievements spans 1,400 years. Chapters
fall into three sections: fundamentals of Islamic learning; its growth until the present; and its future
direction in the face of anti-intellectual fundamentalism. Arranged chronologically within the
sections, chapters begin with an historical overview of the time period they encompass, providing
context for the subsequent discussion of key intellectual and cultural achievements within that
period. Appendices describe decorative and other arts, the requirements for expertise in Islamic
thought, Islamic ethical traditions, and list noteworthy personalities and achievements
chronologically. Maps and photographs illustrate the text, which also includes a glossary, notes, a
bibliography and an index.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Friendship in Islamic Ethics and World Politics



Mohammad Jafar Amir Mahallati, 2019-11-20 Based on a decade of direct diplomatic engagement
with the United Nations, a decade of teaching on international relations, and another decade of
research and teaching on Islamic and comparative peace studies, this book offers a
friendship-related academic framework that examines shared moral concepts, philosophical
paradigms, and political experiences that can develop and expand multidisciplinary conversations
between the Christian West and the Muslim East. By advancing multicultural and interreligious
discourses on friendship, this book helps promote actual friendships among diverse cultures and
peoples. This is not a monologue. It provides a model of conversations among scholars and political
actors who come from diverse international and interreligious backgrounds. The word “Islamic”
should not mislead the reader to suspect that this edited volume delves only into religious
discourses. Rather, it provides a forum for conversations within and between religious and
philosophical perspectives. It sparks friendship conversations thematically and through disciplinary
and cultural diversity. The result of the work of many prominent international scholars and
diplomats over many years, it conveys at least one message clearly: friendship matters for not only
our happiness but also for our survival.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Classical Islamic Philosophy Luis Xavier López-Farjeat,
2021-08-10 This thematic introduction to classical Islamic philosophy focuses on the most prevalent
philosophical debates of the medieval Islamic world and their importance within the history of
philosophy. Approaching the topics in a comprehensive and accessible way in this new volume, Luis
Xavier Lopez-Farjeat, one of the co-editors of The Routledge Companion to Islamic Philosophy,
makes classical Islamic philosophy approachable for both the new and returning student of the
history of philosophy, medieval philosophy, the history of ideas, classical Islamic intellectual history,
and the history of religion. Providing readers with a complete view of the most hotly contested
debates in the Islamic philosophical tradition, Lopez-Farjeat discusses the development of theology
(kalām) and philosophy ( falsafa) during the ʿAbbāsid period, including the translation of Aristotle
into Arabic, the philosophy and theology of Islamic revelation, logic and philosophy of language,
philosophy of natural science, metaphysics, psychology and cognition, and ethics and political
philosophy. This volume serves as an indispensable tool for teachers, students, and independent
learners aiming to discover the philosophical problems and ideas that defined the classical Islamic
world. Key Features • Offers readers a broad, thorough view of the history of Islamic philosophy by
using a thematic approach. • Traces the dialogues between philosophers and theologians about
important and controversial topics. • Offers both historical descriptions of the key debates in
classical Islamic philosophy and current interpretations by contemporary scholars. • Includes
extensive lists for further reading at the end of each chapter, directing curious students to the best
avenues for further research.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Mediaeval Isma'ili History and Thought Farhad Daftary,
2001-02-22 This volume presents scholarship on Isma`ili history and thought from leading
authorities in the field.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Yaḥyā ibn ʿAdī: Treatise on Divine Unity According to the
Doctrine of the Christians Giovanni Mandolino, 2023-10-16 How do intellectual traditions interact?
This is the fundamental question driving this book, which explores a case study set in the early
Islamicate world: the Treatise on Divine Unity According to the Doctrine of the Christians by the
Christian-Arabic theologian and philosopher Yaḥyā ibn ʿAdī (d. 974). The book attempts to
contextualise the treatise and its intellectual environment by exploring the interplay between
philosophy, Christian theology and Islam. This volume includes a revised Arabic text of Samir’s 2015
edition, collated with the manuscript Tehran, Madrasa-yi Marwī 19, recently discovered by prof.
Robert Wisnovsky.
  epistles of the brethren of purity: Christian-Muslim Relations. A Bibliographical History.
Volume 2 (900-1050) David Thomas, Alexander Mallett, 2010-12-17 Christian-Muslim Relations, a
Bibliographical History 2 (CMR2) is the second part of a general history of relations between the
faiths. Covering the period from 900 to 1050, it comprises a series of introductory essays, together



with the main body of more than one hundred detailed entries on all the works by Christians and
Muslims about and against one another that are known from this period. These entries provide
biographical details of the authors where known, descriptions and assessments of the works
themselves, and complete accounts of manuscripts, editions, translations and studies. The result of
collaboration between leading scholars in the field, CMR2 is an indispensable basis for research in
all elements of the history of Christian-Muslim relations.
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