relationship between power and
politics

**Understanding the Relationship Between Power and Politics**

relationship between power and politics is a fundamental concept that shapes
how societies function and how individuals and groups interact within them.
At its core, politics is the process through which power is acquired, used,
and contested. Power, on the other hand, is the ability to influence or
control the behavior of people, institutions, or events. Understanding how
these two forces intertwine is essential for grasping the dynamics of
governance, leadership, and social change.

The Essence of Power in Political Contexts

Power is often described as the capacity to get others to do what you want,
even if they might not want to. In political science, power extends beyond
mere authority or position; it encompasses influence, persuasion, coercion,
and control. This ability to shape outcomes and decisions is what makes power
central to politics.

Different Types of Power

Power is not a monolith. It comes in various forms, each playing a unique
role in political interactions:

e Legitimate Power: This arises from a formal position or role, such as a
president or elected official, whose authority is recognized by law or
social norms.

e Coercive Power: Based on the ability to punish or impose sanctions,
often seen in authoritarian regimes or enforcement agencies.

e Reward Power: The capacity to provide incentives or benefits, motivating
compliance through positive reinforcement.

e Expert Power: Derived from knowledge, skills, or expertise, influencing
decisions through credibility.

» Referent Power: Rooted in charisma or personal appeal, inspiring loyalty
and admiration.



Each of these types can be wielded differently depending on the political
environment and the actors involved.

Politics as the Arena of Power Struggles

Politics, by definition, is about how power is distributed and exercised
within a society. It involves negotiation, conflict, cooperation, and
competition. The relationship between power and politics is evident in how
political actors—whether individuals, parties, or institutions—seek to gain
and maintain power.

Power Dynamics in Political Systems

In democratic systems, power is ideally distributed through elections, checks
and balances, and rule of law. Citizens have a voice, and political power is
supposed to be accountable and limited. However, even in democracies, power
struggles occur behind the scenes—through lobbying, media influence, and
political alliances.

Conversely, in authoritarian regimes, power is often centralized in the hands
of a few, with limited political pluralism. Here, the relationship between
power and politics is starkly visible in the use of coercion and control to
suppress opposition and maintain dominance.

The Role of Political Institutions

Political institutions—such as parliaments, courts, and bureaucracies—serve
as the frameworks within which power operates. They set the rules of the
game, determining how power can be acquired, exercised, and transferred.
Understanding these institutions helps clarify how power is structured and
contested.

Power, Politics, and Social Influence

Beyond formal political structures, power and politics permeate everyday
social interactions and organizational life. From workplaces to community
groups, the dynamics of influence and authority mirror those seen in larger
political arenas.



Soft Power and Political Influence

One crucial aspect of the relationship between power and politics is the
concept of soft power. Coined by Joseph Nye, soft power refers to the ability
to shape preferences and attract others through culture, values, and
diplomacy rather than force or coercion. This form of power is particularly
relevant in international relations, where countries influence others without
direct control.

Political Socialization and Power

Individuals learn about power and politics through political
socialization—the process by which people acquire political attitudes,
beliefs, and behaviors. Family, education, media, and peers all play a role
in shaping how people perceive authority and engage with political systems.
This ongoing socialization influences how power is legitimized and challenged
in society.

How Power Shapes Political Decision-Making

Decisions in politics are rarely made in a vacuum. The interplay of power
relations significantly impacts policy outcomes, governance quality, and
societal progress.

The Influence of Interest Groups and Lobbying

Interest groups exemplify the relationship between power and politics by
acting as organized entities that seek to influence policymakers. Through
lobbying, campaign contributions, and public campaigns, these groups leverage
their power to sway decisions in their favor. Understanding this dynamic is
key to analyzing how democratic responsiveness works—or fails.

Media’s Role in Power and Politics

The media serves as a powerful tool in shaping political narratives and
public opinion. Control over media outlets or the ability to influence media
coverage translates into substantial political power. This impact is evident
in election campaigns, policy debates, and even in how scandals or
controversies unfold.



Navigating Power and Politics in Daily Life

Recognizing the relationship between power and politics is not only
academic—it has practical implications for individuals and organizations.

Tips for Managing Power Dynamics

* Be Aware of Different Types of Power: Understanding whether influence is
coming from authority, expertise, or persuasion helps in responding
effectively.

e Build Relationships and Networks: Power often stems from connections.
Cultivating trust and alliances can enhance your influence.

e Stay Informed: Knowledge is power. Keeping up with political
developments and institutional rules equips you to navigate power
structures wisely.

e Practice Ethical Influence: Use power responsibly to foster cooperation
and positive outcomes rather than manipulation or coercion.

The Importance of Power Balance

Healthy political systems depend on a balance of power—where no single actor
or group dominates unchecked. This balance prevents abuses, encourages
accountability, and promotes stability. Citizens, leaders, and institutions
all play a role in maintaining this equilibrium.

Exploring the relationship between power and politics reveals the intricate
web of influence that underpins social order and change. Whether in
government halls or community meetings, power shapes politics, and politics,
in turn, defines how power is exercised. By deepening our understanding of
this dynamic, we become better equipped to engage meaningfully with the world
around us.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the relationship between power and politics?

Power is the ability to influence or control the behavior of others, while
politics involves the processes and activities through which power is
acquired, exercised, and maintained within a group or society.

How does power influence political decisions?

Power shapes political decisions by determining who has the authority to make
choices, influence policy, and direct resources, often reflecting the
interests of those in power.

Can politics exist without power?

No, politics inherently involves power dynamics because it revolves around
negotiating, distributing, and exercising power among individuals or groups.

What role does power play in political leadership?

Power is essential for political leadership as it enables leaders to
implement policies, mobilize support, and maintain order within their
constituencies or organizations.

How do different types of power affect political
outcomes?

Different types of power—such as coercive, legitimate, expert, or referent
power—affect political outcomes by influencing the methods leaders use to
gain compliance and achieve goals.

Why is understanding the relationship between power
and politics important?

Understanding this relationship helps explain how authority is established,
maintained, and challenged, which is crucial for analyzing governance, social
change, and conflict resolution.

How does the distribution of power impact political
stability?

Equitable distribution of power tends to promote political stability by
reducing conflicts, whereas concentrated or abused power can lead to unrest
and instability.

In what ways do power struggles shape political



systems?

Power struggles drive the evolution of political systems by challenging
existing structures, leading to reforms, revolutions, or the reinforcement of
authority.

How can individuals or groups gain power within
political contexts?

Individuals or groups gain power through means such as forming alliances,
mobilizing resources, demonstrating expertise, controlling information, and
leveraging social or institutional positions.

Additional Resources

Relationship Between Power and Politics: An In-Depth Exploration

Relationship between power and politics forms the cornerstone of
understanding governance, authority, and social dynamics in any society.
Power, often described as the capacity to influence or control behavior, is
inherently linked to politics, which encompasses the processes through which
power is acquired, exercised, and contested. This intricate nexus influences
decision-making at every level-from local communities to global
institutions—and shapes the distribution of resources, rights, and
responsibilities. Delving into the relationship between these two forces
reveals the mechanisms that underlie political behavior, institutional
design, and societal change.

Theoretical Foundations of Power and Politics

Power and politics are concepts extensively studied in political science,
sociology, and organizational theory. Power, in its broadest sense, is the
ability to effect change, command obedience, or shape outcomes. Politics, by
contrast, refers to the methods and strategies used to gain and maintain
power, often within a competitive context. The relationship between power and
politics manifests in how individuals and groups negotiate influence, assert
authority, and legitimize control.

Defining Power: Forms and Dimensions

Power is multifaceted. Scholars like Max Weber conceptualized power as the
probability that one actor within a social relationship will be able to carry
out their will despite resistance. It can be categorized into several forms:



e Coercive Power: Based on force or the threat of force.

Reward Power: The capacity to distribute benefits or incentives.

Legitimate Power: Authority recognized as rightful by the governed.

Expert Power: Derived from knowledge or skill.

Referent Power: Based on charisma or personal appeal.

Understanding these types is crucial to grasp how power dynamics operate
within political frameworks.

Politics as the Arena of Power Struggles

Politics is the arena where power is contested and negotiated. It involves
the creation of policies, governance structures, and social norms that
reflect the prevailing power relations. Political actors—such as politicians,
interest groups, and bureaucrats—use various tactics, including persuasion,
negotiation, alliance-building, and sometimes manipulation, to influence
outcomes.

The political process is not merely about formal institutions but also
includes informal networks and cultural practices that sustain or challenge
power arrangements. For example, grassroots movements may leverage social
capital and public opinion to shift political agendas, illustrating how power
is exercised beyond official channels.

Interdependence of Power and Politics in
Governance

Governance systems exemplify the relationship between power and politics by
institutionalizing authority and mechanisms for its exercise. Democracies,

autocracies, and hybrid regimes differ in how power is distributed and how

political competition unfolds.

Power Distribution and Political Structures

The architecture of political systems influences the balance of power:

* Democratic Systems: Power is decentralized and subject to checks and
balances, with political processes emphasizing participation and



accountability.

e Authoritarian Regimes: Power is concentrated, often maintained through
coercion and limited political pluralism.

e Hybrid Regimes: Combine elements of democracy and autocracy, resulting
in complex power dynamics and contested political spaces.

These distinctions underscore how political frameworks shape the exercise and
legitimacy of power.

Power Politics in International Relations

On a global scale, the relationship between power and politics is evident in
the interactions between states and international actors. Concepts such as
hard power (military and economic might) and soft power (cultural influence
and diplomacy) illustrate different modalities through which countries pursue
their interests.

Realist theories in international relations emphasize power struggles as
central to understanding global politics, highlighting how states compete for
security and dominance. Conversely, liberal and constructivist perspectives

focus on cooperation, norms, and institutions that modulate the exercise of
power.

Implications of the Relationship Between Power
and Politics

Recognizing the relationship between power and politics reveals both
opportunities and challenges in political life.

Pros and Cons of Power Dynamics in Politics

e Pros:
o Facilitates order and governance by establishing authority.
o Enables mobilization of resources and collective action.

o Drives political innovation and reform through competition.



e Cons:
o Can lead to abuse of power and authoritarianism.
o May perpetuate inequality and marginalize dissenting voices.

o Risk of political instability when power struggles become
destructive.

These dynamics underscore the importance of institutional safeguards,
transparency, and civic engagement to balance power relations.

Power, Politics, and Social Change

The interplay between power and politics is pivotal in driving social
transformations. Political movements that challenge entrenched power
structures often catalyze reforms and shifts in societal norms. For instance,
civil rights movements harness collective political power to challenge
systemic inequalities. Conversely, entrenched elites may use political
mechanisms to resist change and preserve their dominance.

Power and Politics in Organizational Contexts

Beyond governments and international relations, the relationship between
power and politics is equally significant within organizations.
Organizational politics refers to informal, unofficial, or sometimes behind-
the-scenes efforts to sell ideas, influence decisions, and secure advantages.

Features of Organizational Power and Politics

e Influence on Decision-Making: Power dynamics shape who gets heard and
which projects receive support.

e Coalition Building: Political actors within organizations form alliances
to consolidate power.

e Conflict and Negotiation: Power struggles can lead to conflict but also
foster negotiation and compromise.



Understanding these elements is vital for leaders aiming to navigate and
manage organizational politics effectively.

Strategies for Managing Power Relations

Effective management of power and politics in organizations involves:

1. Promoting transparency and open communication to reduce misinformation.

2. Encouraging inclusive decision-making to distribute power more
equitably.

3. Developing conflict resolution mechanisms to handle disputes
constructively.

4. Building trust and fostering collaboration among diverse stakeholders.

These strategies help harness the positive aspects of power and politics
while mitigating their potential drawbacks.

Power and politics are inherently intertwined, shaping human interactions
from the local to the global scale. Whether in governance, international
affairs, or organizational settings, their relationship defines how authority
is obtained, exercised, and contested. A nuanced understanding of this
dynamic is essential for those seeking to navigate or influence the political
landscapes that govern societal life.

Relationship Between Power And Politics
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relationship between power and politics: Introduction to Power Gilad James, PhD, Power
refers to the ability of an individual or group to influence the behavior of others. Power exists in
various forms, such as social, economic, political, and physical power. It is an essential element in
human relationships, and it shapes the interactions between people in different social contexts.
Power can be seen as a tool that is used to achieve certain ends, either for the benefit of the
individual or group that possesses it or for the benefit of the broader community. The distribution of
power in society can also have significant effects on social justice and equality. Therefore, a better
understanding of power is crucial for individuals to navigate their social and political environments
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effectively. The study of power has been a central concern in political science, sociology, and
psychology. Theories of power attempt to explain how power operates in different contexts, and how
it shapes social relations. The concept of power is often associated with concepts such as authority,
domination, and control. Scholars have also explored the dynamics of power in interpersonal
relationships, organizations, and institutions, and how power can be used to achieve positive
outcomes, such as social change and collective action. It is essential to recognize that power is not
necessarily negative or harmful, but it can also be harnessed for the public good.

relationship between power and politics: Organizational Change in the Human Services
Rebecca Ann Proehl, 2001-08-15 Organizational Change in the Human Services looks at the context
of organizational change, describes how individuals and systems change, and pinpoints keys to
successful change. Author Rebecca Proehl then presents a proven model of organizational change,
built on lessons learned from both the public and private sectors, but tailored for human service
organizations.

relationship between power and politics: Shifting Patterns of Power: A New Perspective
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-25 **Shifting Patterns of Power: A New Perspective** offers a
comprehensive and thought-provoking exploration of the many facets of power, from its historical
evolution to its impact on our lives today. This book delves into the different forms of power, how it
is used and abused, and the challenges and opportunities it presents. It also considers the role of
hope in challenging power and creating a more just and equitable world. Written in a clear and
accessible style, **Shifting Patterns of Power** is packed with real-world examples and case studies.
Whether you are a student, a businessperson, a politician, or simply a concerned citizen, this book
will give you the tools you need to understand power and use it for good. **In this book, you will
learn about:** * The history of power, from the earliest human societies to the present day * The
different forms of power, including political power, economic power, cultural power, and
technological power * The relationship between power and politics, and how power is used to
influence political outcomes * The relationship between power and economics, and how power is
used to control economic resources * The relationship between power and culture, and how power is
used to shape cultural norms and values * The relationship between power and technology, and how
technology is used to control and manipulate people * The relationship between power and the
environment, and how power is used to exploit and degrade the environment * The future of power,
and how power relations are likely to change in the coming years * The impact of power on
individuals, and how individuals can resist power and use their own power for good * The role of
hope in challenging power and creating a better future **Shifting Patterns of Power** is essential
reading for anyone who wants to understand the world around them and make a difference in it.
This book will challenge your assumptions about power and inspire you to think critically about how
it is used. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

relationship between power and politics: Management Fundamentals Robert N. Lussier,
2023-04-06 Packed with experiential exercises, self-assessments, and group activities, Management
Fundamentals: Concepts, Applications, and Skill Development, Tenth Edition develops essential
management skills students can use in their personal and professional lives. Bestselling author
Robert N. Lussier uses the most current cases and examples to illustrate management concepts in
today’s ever-changing business world. This fully updated new edition provides in-depth coverage of
key AACSB topics such as diversity, ethics, technology, and globalization. New to this Edition: New
Cases New and expanded coverage of important topics like generational differences, sexual
harassment, Al, cybersecurity, entrepreneurial mindset, managing change, and emotional
intelligence Fully updated Trends and Issues in Management sections in each chapter Hundreds of
new examples, statistics, and references so your students are exposed to the latest thinking in
management Key Features: Case studieshighlight contemporary challenges and opportunities facing
managers at well-known organizations such as IKEA, LG, Alibaba, and Buc-ees. Trends and
Issuessectionsexplore timely topics such as the changing nature of work, managing multiple
generations, and virtual teams. Self-Assessmentshelp readers gain personal knowledge of



management functions in the real world and provide opportunities for readers to learn about their
personal management styles and apply chapter concepts. Skill Builder Exercisesdevelop skills
readers can use in their personal and professional lives. Ideas on Management chapter-opening
caseshighlight real companies and people and are revisited throughout the chapter to illustrate and
reinforce chapter concepts. Case studiesask readers to put themselves in the role of a manager to
apply chapter concepts and consider issues facing real organizations.

relationship between power and politics: The Illusion of Sovereignty Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-20 In The Illusion of Sovereignty, we embark on an intellectual journey to explore the
multifaceted nature of power, its manifestations in various contexts, and its profound impact on
societies and individuals. Drawing inspiration from diverse fields of study, we unravel the intricate
web of power dynamics that shape our world. Through thought-provoking analysis and insightful
examinations, we delve into the mechanisms through which power is acquired, exercised, and
maintained. We investigate the relationship between power and authority, the role of language and
propaganda in shaping power dynamics, and the ethical implications of wielding power.
Furthermore, we explore the interplay between power and societal institutions such as politics,
economics, and technology. We examine how power structures influence decision-making, resource
allocation, and social change. By understanding the dynamics of power, we gain a deeper
comprehension of the world around us and the forces that shape it. In this comprehensive
exploration of power, we invite you to join us as we uncover its complexities and consequences.
Together, we will navigate the diverse dimensions of power and its profound impact on our lives.
From the political arena to the personal realm, from historical perspectives to contemporary
challenges, we shed light on the ways in which power operates and affects us all. With its
interdisciplinary approach and thought-provoking insights, The Illusion of Sovereignty is an essential
read for anyone seeking to understand the intricate workings of power in our modern world. It is a
valuable resource for scholars, students, and general readers alike, offering a fresh perspective on
this enduring and captivating subject. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

relationship between power and politics: Realism versus Global Arms Control and
Disarmament Carmen Chas, 2025-07-15 This incisive book explores the limits of international law
through arms control and disarmament treaties. Carmen Chas critically engages with literature on
disarmament and classical realist analysis, bridging the divide between international law and
international relations scholarship.

relationship between power and politics: The Power Matrix Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-03
In a world where power dynamics shape every aspect of life, understanding the nature and exercise
of power is crucial. This book delves into the multifaceted concept of power, exploring its sources,
instruments, and implications across various domains. From the personal and interpersonal realms
to the grand stages of organizations, politics, economics, and culture, power plays a pivotal role in
shaping human interactions and outcomes. This book provides a comprehensive analysis of power
dynamics, examining how power is acquired, wielded, and contested in different contexts. With
insightful analysis and compelling examples, the book sheds light on the ethical dimensions of
power. It explores the delicate balance between using power responsibly and the potential for abuse
and corruption. The book also discusses strategies for promoting ethical and responsible uses of
power in various spheres of life. Moreover, the book delves into the future of power, examining
emerging trends and challenges in the distribution and use of power. It offers thought-provoking
insights into the potential implications of these trends and suggests strategies for creating a more
just and equitable distribution of power. This book is an essential read for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of power and its impact on society. It is a valuable resource for students, scholars,
professionals, and general readers alike, providing a comprehensive exploration of one of the most
fundamental aspects of human existence. If you like this book, write a review!

relationship between power and politics: Violence and Power in the Thought of Hannah
Arendt Caroline Ashcroft, 2021-05-07 Hannah Arendt was one of the foremost theorists of the
twentieth century to wrestle with the role of violence in public life. In Violence and Power in the



Thought of Hannah Arendt, Caroline Ashcroft argues that what Arendt opposes in political violence
is the use of force to determine politics, an idea central to modern sovereignty.

relationship between power and politics: Political Anthropology Donald V Kurtz,
2018-02-13 The field of political anthropology is complicated by a breadth and depth of interests that
include every kind of ethnographically and historically represented political community, and nearly
every kind of recorded political practice, behavior, and organization. To make sense of this array of
information, political anthropologists examine political topics and issues in the context of research
paradigms that include structural-functionalism, pro-cessualism, political economy, political
evolution, and, arguably, post-modernism. In Political Anthropology, Donald V. Kurtz examines how
anthropologists think about politics, political organizations, and problems fundamental to political
anthropology. He explores the ideas with which they address universal political concerns, the
paradigms that direct political research by anthropologists, and political topics of special interest.

relationship between power and politics: The SAGE Handbook of Organizational
Institutionalism Royston Greenwood, Christine Oliver, Roy Suddaby, Kerstin Sahlin-Andersson,
2008-03-18 Institutional theory lies at the heart of organizational theory yet until now, no book has
successfully taken stock of this important and wide-ranging theoretical perspective. With insight and
clarity, the editors of this handbook have collected and arranged papers so readers are provided
with a map of the field and pointed in the direction of new and emerging themes. The academics
who have contributed to this handbook are respected internationally and represent a cross-section of
expert organization theorists, sociologists and political scientists. Chapters are a rich mix of theory,
how to conduct institutional organizational analysis and empirical work. The SAGE Handbook of
Organizational Institutionalism will change how researchers, teachers and advanced students think
about organizational institutionalism.

relationship between power and politics: German Scholars in Exile Axel Fair-Schulz, Mario
Kessler, 2011-05-26 German Scholars in Exiledeals with intellectuals who fled Nazi Germany and
found refuge in either the United States or in American Services in Great Britain and post-WWII
Germany. The volume focuses on scholars who were outside the commonly known Max
Horkheimer-Hannah Arendt circles, who are less well-known but not less important. Their
experiences ranged from an outstanding career at an Ivy-League university to a return to the
German Democratic Republic and a position as an economic advisor to East Berlin's party
leadership. None had actual political power, but many asserted some degree of influence. Their
intellecutal legacies can still be seen in today's political culture.

relationship between power and politics: Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood
Sports John M. Barry, 2001 The Washington Post has said that Barry's work has the potential to
change the way we think. In Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports, he once again
makes us see the world differently. Power Plays tells the compelling inside story of how House
Speaker Newt Gingrich engineered the downfall of Speaker Jim Wright, a story in which Vice
President Dick Cheney, Senator Trent Lott, and Representative David Bonior played major
roles.--BOOK JACKET.

relationship between power and politics: International Relations and the First Great
Debate Brian Schmidt, 2013-08-15 This book provides an authoritative account of the controversy
about the first great debate in the field of International Relations. Of all the self-images of
International Relations, none is as pervasive and enduring as the notion that a great debate pitting
idealists against realists took place in the 1940s. The story of the first great debate continues to
structure the contemporary identity of International Relations, yet in recent years revisionist
historians have challenged the conventional wisdom that the field experienced such a debate.
Drawing on expert contributors working in Canada, Europe, the United Kingdom, and the United
States, this book includes key participants in the historiographical controversy. The book assembles
the existing scholarship and provides a thorough analysis of the status of the first great debate in the
history of International Relations. It is an invaluable examination of the causes and future direction
of idealist and realist arguments. International Relations and the First Great Debate will be of




interest to students and scholars concerned with the foundations of International Relations.

relationship between power and politics: Organizational Behaviour in Sport James Skinner,
Bob Stewart, 2017-05-18 What makes a sport enterprise successful? How can managers working in
sport improve organizational effectiveness through strategic behaviour management? This
comprehensive and accessible textbook addresses these important questions and examines the
theories that underpin organizational analysis in sport. Helping both students and practitioners to
understand the different types of behaviour that occur within a sports enterprise, it also
demonstrates how to develop ways of managing behaviour more effectively for the benefit of all
stakeholders. The book explores behaviour on individual, interpersonal, group and
whole-organization levels, and presents an evidence-based framework for analysis built around key
concepts such as: Change and culture Leadership Motivation, rewards and incentives Power and
influence Conflict, disputes and grievances Equity, diversity and inclusion. With international case
studies, learning objectives, review questions and guides to further reading included in every
chapter, no other textbook develops critical skills or an awareness of ethical issues in such detail
and depth. Organizational Behaviour in Sport is essential reading for all students and practitioners
working in sport, leisure or recreation management.

relationship between power and politics: American Foreign Policy and The Politics of
Fear A. Trevor Thrall, Jane K. Cramer, 2009-05-07 This edited volume examines threat inflation, and
its role in framing US foreign and security policy since 9/11.

relationship between power and politics: Urban Problems (Routledge Revivals) Michael
Pacione, 2014-06-03 Urban problems and their resolution represent one of the major challenges for
planners and decision makers in the modern world. This book, first published in 1990, makes a
major contribution to the field, presenting an international and interdisciplinary approach to the
challenges presented by the urban environment. The coverage is comprehensive, ranging from the
economic and political dimensions of the capitalist system, to the issues of poverty and deprivation
and questions about housing equity. This is an essential reference guide to social, economic and
environmental problems in urban areas, which is of great value to students of planning, urban
studies, geography and sociology.

relationship between power and politics: Power, Politics and International Events. Udo
Merkel, 2013-07-24 Although the event management field has grown considerably over the last
decade, critical, social-scientific studies of the international events industry are rare. This book
intends to help fill this void. It focuses on power, social and political relations, conflicts and
controversies in the context of international events, popular festivals and famous spectacles. It
draws on recent primary research and offers a diverse range of new and intriguing case studies, for
example the Arirang Festival in North Korea, the Gay Games, the Gymnaestrada, horse-racing
events, the London 2012 Olympics, regional and rural festivals, the World Baseball Classic, World
Fairs/Expos and U2 concerts. The main aim of this volume is to bring the critical, social-scientific
analysis of events, festivals and spectacles more into the core of the teaching of events management
degree programmes. The book draws extensively upon the disciplines of politics, sociology, cultural
studies and history. In the process, it addresses key themes such as: ¢ political economy ° politics of
popular culture ¢ the global and the local ¢ regionalism and globalization ¢ nations and nationalism
* international relations and foreign policy. This groundbreaking collection of essays is unique and
innovative. It will be an essential source for students, researchers and academics with a keen
interest in critical, social-scientific analyses of events.

relationship between power and politics: Becoming Rivals Brandon Valeriano, 2013-03-05
Rivalries are a fundamental aspect of all international interactions. The concept of rivalry suggests
that historic animosity may be the most fundamental variable in explaining and understanding why
states commit international violence against each other. By understanding the historic factors
behind the emergence of rivalry, the strategies employed by states to deal with potential threats,
and the issues endemic to enemies, this book seeks to understand and predict why states become
rivals. The recent increase in the quantitative study of rivalry has largely identified who the rivals



are, but not how they form and escalate. Questions about the escalation of rivalry are important if
we are to understand the nature of conflictual interactions. This book addresses an important
research gap in the field by directly tackling the question of rivalry formation. In addition to making
new contributions to the literature, this book will summarize a cohesive model of how all interstate
rivalries form by using both quantitative and qualitative methods and sources.

relationship between power and politics: Power Steven Lukes, 1986-11 A collection of
essential essays on political theories of power What is power? Is it, as Betrand Russell suggested,
the production of intended effects, or is it the capacity to produce them? And which effects count?
Or is Max Weber's definition of power as the probability that an actor in a social relationship will be
in a position to carry out his own will despite resistance more accurate. What are the outcomes of
power and who holds it? These are some of the fundamental questions answered in this colection of
classic views of power. Steven Luke's lucid and accessible introduction on the nature of power leads
to pieces by Bertrand Russell, Max Weber, Robert Dahl, Hannah Arendt, Jurgen Habermas, Talcott
Parsons, Nicos Polantzas, Alvin I. Goldman, Georg Simmel, J. K. Galbraith, Michel Foucault, Gerhard
Lenski and Raymond Aron. The book thus provides students of politics and sociology with all the
most important readings in a key area of political theory.

relationship between power and politics: Climate Diplomacy and Emerging Economies
Dhanasree Jayaram, 2021-02-23 This book analyses the role of the BASIC countries - Brazil, South
Africa, India and China - in the international climate order. Climate Diplomacy and Emerging
Economies explores the collective and individual positions of these countries towards climate
diplomacy, focusing in particular on the time period between the 2009 and 2019 climate summits in
Copenhagen and Madrid. Dhanasree Jayaram examines the key drivers behind their climate-related
policies (both domestic and international) and explores the contributory role of ideational and
material factors (and the interaction between them) in shaping the climate diplomacy agenda at
multilateral, bilateral and other levels. Digging deeper into the case study of India, Jayaram studies
the shifts in its climate diplomacy by looking into the ways in which climate change is framed and
analyses the variations in perceptions of the causes of climate change, the solutions to it, the
motivations for setting climate action goals, and the methods to achieve the goals. This book will be
of great interest to students and scholars of climate change, environmental policy and politics and IR
more broadly.
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