it s perfectly normal

It's Perfectly Normal: Embracing Life’s Natural Rhythms and Changes

it s perfectly normal to feel uncertain, overwhelmed, or even out of place at times. Life is
full of transitions and unexpected moments, and understanding that these feelings are part
of the human experience can be incredibly reassuring. Whether it’s dealing with stress,
navigating personal growth, or simply encountering everyday challenges, recognizing that
“it's perfectly normal” to experience ups and downs is the first step toward embracing a
healthier mindset.

In a world that often pressures us to be perfect or to have everything figured out, it's
important to remind ourselves that normalcy is diverse and fluid. Everyone’s journey looks
different, and what might be normal for one person could be unusual for another. This
article explores why it's perfectly normal to encounter various emotions, behaviors, and
situations, and offers insights on how to accept and navigate them with grace.

Understanding What “It's Perfectly Normal”
Really Means

When someone says “it’s perfectly normal,” they’re often trying to comfort or validate your
experience. But what does “normal” really mean? Normal isn’t about fitting a rigid mold or
meeting societal expectations. Instead, it's about recognizing common patterns in human
behavior and emotions that many people experience.

The Subjectivity of Normality

Normal varies across cultures, communities, and individuals. For example, feeling anxious
before a big presentation is a typical human reaction to stress. However, the way anxiety
manifests can differ greatly. Some might get sweaty palms or a racing heart, while others
feel mentally distracted or physically fatigued. Both responses are perfectly normal.

Acknowledging the fluidity of normal helps reduce stigma around emotions and behaviors.

It encourages openness and empathy, fostering a more inclusive understanding of mental
and emotional health.

Why Saying “It’s Perfectly Normal” Matters

When you hear or tell yourself that something is perfectly normal, it can:

- Alleviate feelings of isolation by showing you’re not alone.
- Reduce shame or embarrassment around sensitive topics.
- Encourage acceptance and patience with yourself and others.



- Promote resilience by reframing challenges as part of growth.

This simple phrase has the power to shift perspectives and offer comfort, especially during
stressful or confusing times.

Common Situations Where “It’s Perfectly
Normal” Applies

Many everyday experiences cause people to question their feelings or reactions. Here are
some common examples where reminding yourself “it’s perfectly normal” is helpful.

Feeling Overwhelmed by Change

Life changes—new jobs, moving cities, relationship shifts—can trigger anxiety or doubt. It's
perfectly normal to feel unsettled when your routines and expectations are disrupted.
Change challenges your comfort zone and requires adjustment, which naturally involves
emotional ups and downs.

Experiencing Impostor Syndrome

Doubting your abilities despite evidence of success is a widespread experience known as
impostor syndrome. It's perfectly normal to feel this way, especially when starting
something new or stepping up to a challenge. Remember, many accomplished people share
these feelings, and they don’t reflect your true capabilities.

Having Mood Swings or Fluctuating Emotions

Everyone experiences mood swings—sometimes for no clear reason. It's perfectly normal to
feel happy one moment and irritable or sad the next. Hormonal changes, stress, fatigue,
and other factors influence emotions, and recognizing this can prevent unnecessary self-
judgment.

Needing Time to Recharge

In today’s fast-paced world, feeling the need to step back and rest is common. It's perfectly
normal to require downtime to recharge your mental and physical energy. Prioritizing self-
care isn't selfish; it’s essential for long-term well-being.



How to Embrace the Idea That “It’s Perfectly
Normal”

Accepting this mindset takes practice. Here are some practical tips to help internalize the
idea that your experiences and feelings are valid and normal.

Practice Self-Compassion

Treat yourself with kindness, especially when things aren’t going smoothly. Instead of harsh
self-criticism, remind yourself, “It's perfectly normal to struggle sometimes.” Self-
compassion fosters emotional resilience and helps you bounce back from setbacks.

Seek Connection and Share Your Feelings

Talking to friends, family, or professionals about what you’re going through can normalize
your experience. Hearing others say “l feel that way too” reinforces that your emotions are
valid and common.

Educate Yourself About Emotional Health

Learning more about human psychology and emotional responses can demystify what
you're feeling. Understanding that anxiety, sadness, or confusion are typical reactions to
certain situations helps reduce fear and stigma.

Set Realistic Expectations

Avoid putting pressure on yourself to be perfect or to suppress normal human emotions.
Accept that ups and downs are part of life’s rhythm. When you set realistic goals and
expectations, you’ll find it easier to say “it’s perfectly normal” to your own imperfections.

It’s Perfectly Normal to Have Boundaries and
Preferences

Another important aspect of normalcy is recognizing that everyone has unique boundaries
and preferences. It's perfectly normal to say no, to need personal space, or to dislike
certain activities. Respecting your own limits and communicating them clearly is a sign of
healthy self-awareness.



Why Boundaries Matter

Boundaries protect your mental and emotional health. When you honor your needs, you
prevent burnout and reduce stress. Just as it's perfectly normal to feel overwhelmed at
times, it's also perfectly normal to set limits to maintain balance.

Examples of Setting Boundaries

e Turning off your phone during family time to focus on connection.
e Declining social invitations when you need rest.

e Expressing discomfort when someone crosses a personal line.

Learning to communicate these boundaries kindly but firmly helps others understand and
respect your normal needs.

When “It’s Perfectly Normal” Encourages Growth

|"

Sometimes, hearing “it’s perfectly normal” can empower you to embrace new experiences
and personal development. For example, it's perfectly normal to make mistakes while
learning a new skill or starting a new job. These mistakes aren’t failures but stepping stones
toward mastery.

Acknowledging normal challenges reduces fear of failure and encourages experimentation.
It's a reminder that growth often feels uncomfortable but is ultimately rewarding.

Turning Normal Struggles Into Opportunities

- View setbacks as learning experiences.

- Celebrate small wins along the way.

- Practice patience with yourself during transitions.
- Seek feedback and adapt as needed.

This mindset transforms normal difficulties into valuable growth opportunities.

Embracing “It’'s Perfectly Normal” in Mental



Health Conversations

Mental health awareness has grown significantly, but stigma still exists. The phrase “it’s
perfectly normal” plays a crucial role in normalizing mental health discussions.

Normalizing Anxiety, Depression, and Other Conditions

Millions experience mental health challenges, yet many feel isolated. Saying “it's perfectly
normal to feel this way” helps reduce shame and encourages seeking help. It highlights
that mental health is part of overall wellness, just like physical health.

Encouraging Open Dialogue

When people feel safe sharing their struggles, communities grow stronger. Affirming
normalcy in mental health fosters empathy and support, breaking down barriers that
prevent healing.

Final Thoughts on Why It's Perfectly Normal to Be
You

Life is a complex journey filled with unique experiences, emotions, and challenges.
Embracing the idea that “it’s perfectly normal” to feel, act, or think a certain way in any
given moment creates space for acceptance and growth. Whether you’re navigating
change, managing stress, or simply figuring things out, remember that normal is not a fixed
standard but a flexible and inclusive concept.

By reminding yourself that it's perfectly normal to have imperfections, doubts, and needs,
you cultivate a kinder relationship with yourself. This acceptance not only enhances your
well-being but also enriches your connections with others. So next time you find yourself
questioning your feelings or reactions, pause and say, “It's perfectly normal.” That simple
acknowledgment can be a powerful step toward living authentically and fully.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the book 'It's Perfectly
Normal'?

The main purpose of the book 'It's Perfectly Normal' is to provide accurate and age-
appropriate information about puberty, sexual health, and relationships to help young
people understand and navigate these changes.



Who is the author of 'It's Perfectly Normal' and what
makes the book unique?

The author of 'It's Perfectly Normal' is Robie H. Harris. The book is unique because it
addresses topics related to puberty and sexuality in an open, honest, and inclusive manner,
using clear language and illustrations suitable for preteens and teens.

Why is 'It's Perfectly Normal' recommended for parents
and educators?

It's recommended because it serves as a reliable resource to facilitate conversations about
puberty, body changes, and sexual health, helping adults guide children through these
topics with sensitivity and factual information.

How does ‘'It's Perfectly Normal' address diverse
families and identities?

The book includes inclusive content that represents various family structures, gender
identities, and sexual orientations, promoting understanding and acceptance among young
readers.

Is 'It's Perfectly Normal' appropriate for all age groups?

While 'It's Perfectly Normal' is primarily designed for children aged 10 and up, parents and
educators should consider the maturity level of the individual child before sharing the book,
as it contains detailed information about bodies and sexuality.

Additional Resources

It's Perfectly Normal: Understanding the Importance of Acceptance in Everyday Life

it s perfectly normal to experience a wide range of emotions, behaviors, and reactions
throughout life. This simple phrase carries significant weight in psychological, social, and
even cultural contexts, often serving as a reassurance that what one is feeling or going
through is a shared human experience rather than an anomaly. In an era marked by rapid
change, heightened stress, and increasing societal pressures, recognizing that “it s
perfectly normal” can help individuals navigate challenges with greater resilience and self-
compassion.

The phrase itself has become a cornerstone in mental health advocacy, educational
resources, and interpersonal communication. It reflects an underlying principle that
normalcy is not rigid but rather a fluid concept shaped by context, diversity, and individual
differences. This article delves into the nuances of why it’'s perfectly normal to embrace
variability in human experience, how this understanding impacts mental health, and its
broader implications across different spheres of life.



The Concept of Normalcy: A Fluid Spectrum

Normalcy is often mistakenly perceived as a fixed standard or an ideal state to which
everyone should aspire. However, psychological research and sociological studies
underscore that what is deemed normal varies greatly according to cultural norms,
personal backgrounds, and situational factors. Declaring “it s perfectly normal”
acknowledges this diversity and helps dismantle stigmas associated with deviation from
conventional expectations.

For instance, emotional responses such as anxiety, sadness, or anger are frequently
misunderstood or pathologized when they fall outside the perceived norm. Yet, these
reactions are part of the human condition and, in many cases, signify adaptive responses to
life’s complexities. By framing these experiences as “perfectly normal,” mental health
professionals encourage individuals to accept their feelings rather than suppress or guilt
themselves over them.

Psychological Implications of Normalizing Experiences

Normalizing experiences plays a crucial role in reducing feelings of isolation and shame.
Studies indicate that when individuals understand that their reactions or circumstances are
shared by others, their psychological distress often diminishes. This is particularly
significant in areas such as adolescence, grief, or dealing with chronic illness, where unique
challenges can make people feel alienated.

Moreover, the phrase “it s perfectly normal” can counteract the harmful effects of
perfectionism and unrealistic self-expectations. In cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT),
normalizing thoughts and behaviors is a technique used to reframe negative self-
assessments and promote healthier coping mechanisms.

Social and Cultural Dimensions of Normalcy

Cultural diversity further complicates the definition of normal. Practices, customs, and
social norms differ across societies, meaning behaviors considered typical in one culture
may be unusual or even taboo in another. Understanding that “it s perfectly normal” to
have different cultural expressions fosters inclusivity and reduces ethnocentric biases.

In the workplace, normalizing diverse communication styles and work habits enhances
team dynamics and productivity. Employers who emphasize that it's perfectly normal for
employees to have varying approaches to problem-solving and collaboration tend to
cultivate more innovative and adaptive organizations.

The Role of "It’s Perfectly Normal" in Mental



Health Discourse

The mental health field has harnessed the power of this phrase to promote awareness and
acceptance. Campaigns and educational materials frequently use it to validate common
symptoms of stress, anxiety, and depression, thereby encouraging people to seek help
without fear of judgment.

Reducing Stigma and Encouraging Help-Seeking
Behavior

Historically, mental ililness has been surrounded by stigma, leading many to hide their
struggles. By emphasizing that “it s perfectly normal” to experience difficulties with mental
well-being, public health initiatives aim to normalize conversations about psychological
health. This shift is supported by data showing increased treatment engagement when
individuals feel their experiences are understood and accepted.

Balancing Normalization with Medical Attention

While normalization is beneficial, it is equally important to recognize when symptoms
surpass typical experiences and require professional intervention. The phrase “it s perfectly
normal” should not delay diagnosis or treatment in cases of severe or persistent mental
health issues. Thus, mental health professionals carefully navigate this balance, offering
reassurance while advocating for appropriate care when necessary.

Applications Beyond Psychology: Everyday Life
and Relationships

Beyond mental health, understanding that “it s perfectly normal” applies broadly in
interpersonal dynamics and personal development. Recognizing normal variability can
improve communication, reduce conflicts, and promote emotional intelligence.

Parenting and Child Development

Parents often worry if their children’s behaviors deviate from developmental milestones.
Professionals emphasize that many differences are within the spectrum of normal growth.
For example, temper tantrums, selective eating, or fluctuating attention spans are typically
part of childhood development. Acknowledging that “it s perfectly normal” for children to
exhibit these behaviors helps parents respond with patience and appropriate strategies.



Workplace Stress and Adaptation

In professional settings, experiencing stress or uncertainty during transitions—such as
starting a new job or shifting roles—is common. Employers who communicate that these
feelings are perfectly normal can foster a supportive environment that encourages learning
and reduces burnout.

Relationship Dynamics

In romantic or familial relationships, fluctuations in emotions and occasional conflicts are
expected. Normalizing these experiences prevents unrealistic expectations of constant
harmony and promotes healthier conflict resolution.

Pros and Cons of Normalization

While affirming that “it s perfectly normal” has clear benefits, it is important to consider
potential drawbacks to avoid complacency or misunderstanding.

¢ Pros:

o

Reduces stigma associated with mental health and personal struggles.

[¢]

Encourages self-compassion and acceptance.

Enhances communication and social cohesion.

[¢]

[¢]

Promotes resilience by framing challenges as common experiences.

e Cons:
o May lead to underestimating severity of symptoms requiring intervention.
o Risk of normalizing harmful behaviors if not carefully contextualized.

o Potential for complacency rather than proactive problem-solving.

Mindful application of this phrase ensures its positive effects without minimizing genuine
needs for change or support.



Embracing Normalcy as a Path to Well-being

In sum, the reassurance that “it s perfectly normal” serves as a powerful tool across various
domains of life. It invites individuals and communities to embrace diversity in emotions,
behaviors, and experiences without undue judgment. This perspective fosters a
compassionate society where differences are acknowledged and valued, contributing to
overall mental and social well-being.

As modern life continues to challenge traditional definitions of normal, this phrase will likely
remain integral to conversations about humanity’s shared journey. Recognizing that it is
perfectly normal to be imperfect ultimately empowers people to live authentically, seek
help when needed, and support one another in the complex landscape of human
experience.
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a spot in every family’s library. With more than 1.5 million copies in print, It's Perfectly Normal has
been a trusted resource on sexuality for more than twenty-five years. Rigorously vetted by experts,
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developments in the shifting politics and legislation as well as an accurate, honest overview * A
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it s perfectly normal: Hit List for Children 2 Beverley Becker, Susan Stan, American Library
Association. Office for Intellectual Freedom, 2002-04-22 Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, A
Wrinkle in Time, Blubber, Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark - these are some of the most beloved, and
most challenged, books, Leaving controversial titles such as these out of your collection or limiting
their access is not the answer to challenges. The best-selling Hit List series gives you the
information you need to defend challenged books with an informed response, all the while ensuring
free access to young book lovers. Featuring 24 hot button books, Hit List for Children 2 presents a
who's who of children's literature writers including Dahl, Allard, Blume, Rowling, Stine, L'Engle,
Lowry, and Naylor. With a profile of each book that includes its plot, characters, published reviews,
awards and prizes, and author resources, you will be prepared to answer even the toughest attacks.
The most recent and compelling challenges are also discussed so that you will be prepared to
address specific points. Eleven new books have been added to the second edition including Mommy
Laid an Egg, the Alice series, Witches, and Guess What? For any librarian who feels alone on the
front lines of the free access debate, the appendix reassuringly details wha
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Robie H. Harris and Michael Emberley, a classic resource for younger children receives its most
ambitiously updated edition yet. How does a baby begin and how is it born? How did I begin? Why
are some parts of kids’ bodies different from some parts of other kids’ bodies? Most younger kids
have questions about reproduction, babies, love, sex, and gender, too. Some also have concerns. For
over twenty years, It’'s So Amazing! has provided children age seven and up with the honest answers
they’re looking for through age-appropriate, reassuring words and accurate, up-to-date, inclusive
art. Throughout the book, two cartoon characters, Bird and Bee, are the voices of kids. They talk
together to help children feel that they are not the only ones wondering how we all began.
Rigorously vetted by experts and featuring updated and new facts on pregnancy, birth, adoption,
bodies, sexuality, gender identity, OK touches, not OK touches, straight and LGBTQ+ families and
people, and many other topics, this comprehensive resource for kids, parents, librarians, teachers,
booksellers, and healthcare providers is the book that can help younger kids and their families talk
together and find answers to their many questions.
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the information and support you need to find your next job; and also helps you to focus on your life
and career ambitions, hopes, aims, strengths and potential. It provides an invaluable opportunity to
reassess your life and career positively, and empowers you to win jobs. - Researching the job market




- Compiling a CV - Selection methods - Interviews - Working for yourself - what you need and what it
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history of Seattle includes essays, history and personal stories from such literary luminaries as
Frances McCue, Tom Robbins, Garth Stein, Rebecca Brown, Jonathan Evison, Tree Swenson, Jim
Lynch, and Sonora Jha among many others. Timed with Seattle's bid to become the second US city to
receive the UNESCO designation as a City of Literature, this deeply textured anthology pays homage
to the literary riches of Seattle. Strongly grounded in place, funny, moving, and illuminating, it lends
itself both to a close reading and to casual browsing, as it tells the story of books, reading, writing,
and publishing in one of the nation's most literary cities.

it s perfectly normal: Book Banning in 21st-Century America Emily J. M. Knox, 2015-01-16
Requests for the removal, relocation, and restriction of books—also known as challenges—occur with
some frequency in the United States. Book Banning in 21st-Century American Libraries, based on
thirteen contemporary book challenge cases in schools and public libraries across the United States
argues that understanding contemporary reading practices, especially interpretive strategies, is vital
to understanding why people attempt to censor books in schools and public libraries. Previous
research on censorship tends to focus on legal frameworks centered on Supreme Court cases,
historical case studies, and bibliographies of texts that are targeted for removal or relocation and is
often concerned with how censorship occurs. The current project, on the other hand, is focused on
the why of censorship and posits that many censorship behaviors and practices, such as challenging
books, are intimately tied to the how one understands the practice of reading and its effects on
character development and behavior. It discusses reading as a social practice that has changed over
time and encompasses different physical modalities and interpretive strategies. In order to
understand why people challenge books, it presents a model of how the practice of reading is
understood by challengers including “what it means” to read a text, and especially how one
constructs the idea of “appropriate” reading materials. The book is based on three different kinds
sources. The first consists of documents including requests for reconsideration and letters, obtained
via Freedom of Information Act requests to governing bodies, produced in the course of challenge
cases. Recordings of book challenge public hearings constitute the second source of data. Finally,
the third source of data is interviews with challengers themselves. The book offers a model of the
reading practices of challengers. It demonstrates that challengers are particularly influenced by
what might be called a literal “common sense” orientation to text wherein there is little room for
polysemic interpretation (multiple meanings for text). That is, the meaning of texts is always clear
and there is only one avenue for interpretation. This common sense interpretive strategy is coupled
with what Cathy Davidson calls “undisciplined imagination” wherein the reader is unable to maintain
distance between the events in a text and his or her own response. These reading practices broaden
our understanding of why people attempt to censor books in public institutions.

it s perfectly normal: The Birmingham Quean S. A. M. Trainor, 2010-06 We are to believe
there was a time when The Birmingham Quean was just a poem: a mock-epic burlesque in which a
fake pound coin told how she was won in a game of darts by a drag-queen called Britannia Spears. It
parodied Pope’s The Rape of the Lock, Byron's Don Juan and an anonymous eighteenth century
novel, The Birmingham Counterfeit. The transformation of this bit of picaresque doggerel into the
sprawling work barely contained by this cover is the central mystery of a ludic novel. It mirrors the
unlikely story of a dirty little settlement of nailers and cutlers becoming the principle city of the
Industrial Revolution by flooding the Restoration economy with counterfeit coins. What remains is an
absurd scholarly edition of a poem recast as a futuristic dystopia in which nothing is authentic. It is
also the tale of an impossible love affair that uncovers an impossible text by an impossible author. It
is as strange, ironic, sombre, flashy and anarchic as the city to which it owes its existence.

it s perfectly normal: Diversity - The Brazilian Essence: Knowing Brazil By the Culture
of Their People Paulo Franco, 2014-06-17 The author got putting together in this work an original
and well selected context that help us understanding who they are and how modern brazilian people



live. In a light language this book make us getting into the culture and tradition on day by day of
brazilian people on deep way to understand why the word mix represent so well the nature of this
singular people. It's a perfect guide for you that want to visit Brazil on business or pleasure and
essencial for those who want to study, making friends or even to live on this interesting, different,
and wonderful country. Clauber Mendonca CEO Atrium Business Group

it s perfectly normal: After College Erica Young Reitz, 2025-02-18 Erica Young Reitz helps
college seniors and recent graduates navigate the complex transition to postcollege life. Drawing on
best practices and research on senior preparedness, this practical guide addresses the top issues
graduates face and is now updated to address the realities facing Gen Z in the 2020s.

it s perfectly normal: It's OK That You're Not OK Megan Devine, 2017-10-01 Challenging
conventional wisdom on grief, a pioneering therapist offers a new resource for those experiencing
loss When a painful loss or life-shattering event upends your world, here is the first thing to know:
there is nothing wrong with grief. “Grief is simply love in its most wild and painful form,” says
Megan Devine. “It is a natural and sane response to loss.” So, why does our culture treat grief like a
disease to be cured as quickly as possible? In It’'s OK That You're Not OK, Megan Devine offers a
profound new approach to both the experience of grief and the way we try to help others who have
endured tragedy. Having experienced grief from both sides—as both a therapist and as a woman
who witnessed the accidental drowning of her beloved partner—Megan writes with deep insight
about the unspoken truths of loss, love, and healing. She debunks the culturally prescribed goal of
returning to a normal, “happy” life, replacing it with a far healthier middle path, one that invites us
to build a life alongside grief rather than seeking to overcome it. In this compelling and heartful
book, you'll learn: « Why well-meaning advice, therapy, and spiritual wisdom so often end up making
it harder for people in grief « How challenging the myths of grief—doing away with stages,
timetables, and unrealistic ideals about how grief should unfold—allows us to accept grief as a
mystery to be honored instead of a problem to solve ¢ Practical guidance for managing stress,
improving sleep, and decreasing anxiety without trying to “fix” your pain * How to help the people
you love—with essays to teach us the best skills, checklists, and suggestions for supporting and
comforting others through the grieving process Many people who have suffered a loss feel judged,
dismissed, and misunderstood by a culture that wants to “solve” grief. Megan writes, “Grief no more
needs a solution than love needs a solution.” Through stories, research, life tips, and creative and
mindfulness-based practices, she offers a unique guide through an experience we all must face—in
our personal lives, in the lives of those we love, and in the wider world. It’s OK That You're Not OK is
a book for grieving people, those who love them, and all those seeking to love themselves—and each
other—better.

it s perfectly normal: Finish Your First Novel Char Anna, 2023-08-15 Jumpstart Your
Creative FLOW, Banish Writer’s Block and (Finally) Write Your Dream Novel Whether a story has
just popped into your brain or you’ve been dreaming about it for years, it’s easier than ever to power
through your first manuscript with this must-have guide from writing coach Char Anna. Char ditches
the fluff and shares tried-and-true methods that will arm you with all the knowledge you need to
jump feet first into putting your story to paper. Through her engaging techniques and strategies,
you’ll learn how to outline like a pro; craft interesting, complex characters that your readers will
root for (or against!); avoid plot holes, pacing issues and other common pitfalls that can trip up new
writers; write effective dialogue and so much more! No matter if you're writing a contemporary
thriller, a historical romance or an epic fantasy, Char’s instruction and hands-on exercises will take
you from a novel newbie to a seasoned fiction writer in no time at all.

it s perfectly normal: The Corpse with the Sapphire Eyes Cathy Ace, 2015-05-01 It's Cait and
Bud's wedding weekend and for the first time she feels like a bride—or at least, she's supposed to.
But then the rain won't quit, the supposedly romantic Welsh castle feels creepy, and there's a dead
body on the stairs. What first appears to have been the untimely, unfortunate, and accidental death
of their wedding choirmaster quickly reveals itself to have been a murder. And when a series of
mysterious events occur around the castle, Cait, Bud, and Cait's sister Sian tackle the case of The



Corpse with the Sapphire Eyes, attempting to solve the mystery before another sinister event can
ruin their destination wedding. The fifth Cait Morgan mystery will have you stumbling to catch up to
Cait's brilliant mind, and keep you guessing until its shocking conclusion.
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