
craft of the wild witch
**The Enchanting Craft of the Wild Witch: Exploring Nature’s Mystical Art**

craft of the wild witch is a fascinating and evocative tradition that intertwines the raw
power of nature with ancient magical practices. Rooted deeply in the rhythms of the earth,
this craft celebrates the untamed wilderness and the natural elements that surround us.
Unlike urban or modern witchcraft, the craft of the wild witch is grounded in
connection—to forests, animals, herbs, and the cycles of the moon and seasons. It beckons
those who seek a spiritual path that honors the wildness within and without, blending the
mystical with the natural world in a truly intimate way.

If you’ve ever felt drawn to the whisper of the wind through the trees or the mysterious
glow of moonlight on a quiet night, you might find the craft of the wild witch both
inspiring and transformative. Let’s explore this enchanting practice in depth, uncovering
its origins, key elements, and how you can begin to embrace its magic in your own life.

The Roots of the Craft of the Wild Witch

The craft of the wild witch finds its origins in ancient pagan and shamanic traditions,
where nature was revered as sacred and alive with spirit. In many indigenous cultures,
shamans served as intermediaries who communicated with natural forces, plants, and
animals to heal and protect their communities. Similarly, wild witches draw upon these
ancestral connections, blending folklore, herbalism, and elemental magic.

Unlike some branches of witchcraft that focus heavily on ritual tools or spellbooks, wild
witchcraft centers on direct experience with the environment. It’s about attuning to the
cycles of the earth—such as solstices, equinoxes, and lunar phases—and using these
natural markers to guide spiritual work.

Connection to Nature and the Elements

At the heart of the craft is a profound respect for the elements: earth, air, fire, and water.
Wild witches see these elements as living forces that influence our lives and the world
around us. For example:

- **Earth** represents stability, growth, and grounding.
- **Air** symbolizes communication, intellect, and breath.
- **Fire** embodies transformation, passion, and energy.
- **Water** signifies emotion, intuition, and healing.

Working with these elements means spending time outdoors, observing changes in the
weather, collecting natural materials, and meditating on the energy they provide.



Practices and Tools in the Craft of the Wild Witch

While the craft of the wild witch emphasizes simplicity and connection over elaborate
tools, certain practices and items naturally enhance the experience.

Wild Herbalism and Plant Magic

One of the most enchanting aspects of this craft is wild herbalism—the use of naturally
growing plants and herbs for healing, protection, and spellwork. Wild witches learn to
identify local herbs and flowers, understanding their medicinal and magical properties.
For instance, mugwort is often used for dream work and divination, while nettle can offer
protection and purification.

Collecting herbs responsibly is crucial. Wild witches advocate for sustainable harvesting
practices, taking only what is needed and ensuring plants can continue to thrive. This
mindful gathering deepens respect for the environment and the plants’ spirits.

Moon Phases and Lunar Magic

The moon’s phases hold special significance in the craft of the wild witch. Each
stage—from new moon to full moon and back—offers different energetic qualities perfect
for various magical intentions.

- **New Moon**: Ideal for setting intentions and new beginnings.
- **Waxing Moon**: A time for growth, attraction, and manifestation.
- **Full Moon**: Heightened energy for powerful spells, divination, and celebration.
- **Waning Moon**: Best for banishing negativity and releasing what no longer serves.

Many wild witches perform moon rituals outdoors, allowing the moonlight to charge
crystals, tools, or herbs.

Animal Totems and Spirit Guides

Animals play a vital role in the craft of the wild witch, often serving as totems or spirit
guides. These creatures embody specific qualities or messages, helping witches navigate
challenges or deepen their spiritual insight.

A wild witch might feel drawn to a particular animal—such as the owl for wisdom, the wolf
for loyalty and instinct, or the fox for cunning and adaptability. Connecting with animal
energies can happen through meditation, dreams, or encounters in nature.



Incorporating the Craft of the Wild Witch Into
Daily Life

Embracing this craft doesn’t require a move to a forest cabin or a commitment to complex
rituals. Many practitioners find ways to weave the wild witch’s magic into everyday
moments.

Simple Grounding Techniques

Grounding is essential for anyone working with natural energies. Simple practices like
walking barefoot on grass, hugging a tree, or sitting quietly by a stream can help you
reconnect with the earth and center your mind.

Creating a Wild Altar

A wild altar is a sacred space dedicated to nature’s spirits and your magical practice. It
can be as simple as a collection of found objects—pinecones, feathers, stones, dried
flowers—arranged on a windowsill or outdoor spot. This altar serves as a daily reminder of
your connection to the wild and can be a focal point for meditation or spellwork.

Journaling and Dream Work

Keeping a journal to record observations from nature, dreams, and magical experiences
enhances self-awareness and growth. Dreams often carry symbolic messages, and wild
witches pay close attention to recurring themes or animal visitors in their nighttime
visions.

Modern Wild Witchcraft: A Path for All

Today, the craft of the wild witch appeals to many who seek a spiritual practice that feels
authentic and rooted in the earth. It offers a way to slow down in a fast-paced world, to
listen deeply, and to honor the sacredness of the natural cycles around us.

Whether you live in the city or the countryside, you can embrace this craft by cultivating
awareness of the wild spaces near you—parks, rivers, gardens—and by practicing
mindfulness outdoors. The wild witch’s path is one of ongoing discovery, where every walk
in the woods or gaze at the stars is a chance to deepen your magic.

If you’re curious about herbalism, lunar rituals, or animal totems, there are countless
books, workshops, and online communities dedicated to wild witchcraft that can support
your journey. Remember, the most important ingredient is your sincere connection to the



earth and your desire to honor its mysteries.

The craft of the wild witch is more than just an ancient practice—it’s a living, breathing
way to find magic in the world around us and within ourselves. So step outside, breathe
deeply, and let the wild whisper its secrets.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Craft of the Wild Witch'?
The main theme of 'Craft of the Wild Witch' revolves around nature-based magic,
exploring the connection between witches and the natural world through various crafts
and rituals.

Who is the author of 'Craft of the Wild Witch'?
The author of 'Craft of the Wild Witch' is Arin Murphy-Hiscock, known for her expertise in
herbalism and witchcraft.

What type of magic is emphasized in 'Craft of the Wild
Witch'?
'Craft of the Wild Witch' emphasizes earth-based, herbal, and folk magic, focusing on
working with natural elements, plants, and traditional crafts.

Are there practical projects included in 'Craft of the
Wild Witch'?
Yes, the book includes numerous practical projects and step-by-step instructions for
creating magical tools, herbal remedies, and nature-inspired crafts.

How does 'Craft of the Wild Witch' approach witchcraft
differently from other books?
This book takes a holistic and nature-centered approach, blending traditional witchcraft
with herbalism, crafting, and a deep respect for wild, untamed nature.

Is 'Craft of the Wild Witch' suitable for beginners?
Yes, 'Craft of the Wild Witch' is accessible to beginners, providing clear guidance,
explanations of foundational concepts, and simple projects to start with.

What kind of materials are recommended for the crafts



in 'Craft of the Wild Witch'?
The book recommends using natural, easily sourced materials such as herbs, stones,
wood, and other elements found in the wild or your local environment to create authentic
magical crafts.

Additional Resources
Craft of the Wild Witch: An In-Depth Exploration of Nature’s Arcane Artistry

craft of the wild witch conjures images of ancient rites, untamed forests, and the deep,
elemental magic that flows from nature itself. This evocative phrase encapsulates a rich
tradition of mystical practice rooted in the natural world, where practitioners harness the
power of flora, fauna, and the primal forces of the wilderness. As contemporary interest in
witchcraft and paganism grows, so too does the fascination with the wild witch’s craft—a
discipline that merges folklore, herbalism, ritual, and spiritual connection to the earth.

This article delves into the intricacies of the craft of the wild witch, examining its
historical foundations, practical applications, and cultural significance. By unpacking the
components that define this unique form of witchery, we aim to offer a comprehensive and
balanced perspective on a subject that blends mystery with meticulous practice.

Understanding the Craft of the Wild Witch

At its core, the craft of the wild witch is defined by a profound relationship with the
natural environment. Unlike urban or kitchen witches who may focus on domestic magic,
wild witches draw their inspiration and power from the untamed wilderness—forests,
mountains, rivers, and meadows. This connection is not merely symbolic but is expressed
through direct interaction with natural elements, spirits, and cycles.

Practitioners of the wild witch craft often engage in herbalism, using native plants for
healing, protection, and spellwork. Their rituals tend to be outdoor-centric, aligning with
lunar phases, seasonal changes, and solar patterns. This immersive approach fosters a
deep ecological awareness and reverence for the land, which is central to the ethos of the
wild witch.

Historical Context and Evolution

The origins of the craft of the wild witch can be traced back to pre-Christian pagan
traditions and shamanistic practices. Throughout history, many cultures have revered
forest spirits, elemental beings, and nature deities—figures who embody the untamed
force of the wild. In European witchcraft lore, the archetype of the wild witch frequently
appears as a solitary figure living on the fringes of society, deeply knowledgeable about
the botanical and mystical properties of the wilderness.



Over time, this archetype evolved as witchcraft itself transformed, incorporating
influences from various esoteric and folkloric traditions. Modern wild witches often
reclaim these ancestral practices, blending them with contemporary ecological activism
and spiritual ecology movements.

Key Elements of the Craft of the Wild Witch

The craft is characterized by several distinct features that set it apart from other
witchcraft paths. These elements include:

1. Herbalism and Plant Lore

A cornerstone of the wild witch’s practice is the intimate knowledge of plants. Wild
witches not only collect herbs but also understand their growing conditions, seasonal
cycles, and energetic correspondences. Plants like mugwort, yarrow, nettle, and
belladonna are commonly employed for their potent magical and medicinal properties.

The craft’s herbalism is holistic, emphasizing sustainable harvesting and respectful
engagement with the ecosystem. This approach ensures that the natural balance is
maintained, reflecting the witch’s role as a guardian of the wild.

2. Outdoor Rituals and Seasonal Observances

The wild witch’s rituals often take place in natural settings—sacred groves, riverbanks, or
mountain clearings. These ceremonies harness the raw energy of the environment,
enhancing spellwork and divination. Aligning rituals with the solstices, equinoxes, and
moon phases is integral, as these astronomical events are believed to amplify the
effectiveness of magical workings.

Additionally, the craft celebrates the Wheel of the Year, marking seasonal festivals such as
Samhain and Beltane, which honor the cyclical nature of life and death, growth and decay.

3. Spirit Work and Animism

Animism—the belief that all elements of nature possess spirit or consciousness—is
fundamental to the craft of the wild witch. Practitioners communicate with animal guides,
plant spirits, and elemental forces to gain wisdom and assistance. This spiritual dialogue
often involves meditation, trance, or journeying techniques aimed at forging deeper bonds
with the natural world.

Such spirit work distinguishes wild witchcraft from more mundane or symbolic practices,
grounding it firmly in experiential mysticism.



Comparative Perspectives: Wild Witchcraft vs.
Other Witchcraft Traditions

While the craft of the wild witch shares overlaps with other magical traditions, its
emphasis on wilderness connection and ecological spirituality is unique. For example:

Kitchen Witchcraft: Focuses primarily on home-based magic, using everyday
objects and domestic herbs to create spells and charms.

Ceremonial Witchcraft: Involves structured rituals and formalized invocations,
often drawing from established occult systems.

Green Witchcraft: Although it also centers on nature, green witchcraft is more
garden-oriented, tending to cultivated plants rather than wild flora.

The wild witch’s craft can be seen as an intersection of green witchcraft and shamanistic
wilderness traditions, emphasizing direct wilderness immersion beyond cultivated spaces.

Modern Interpretations and Cultural Impact

In recent years, the craft of the wild witch has gained visibility through literature, social
media, and neo-pagan communities. Contemporary practitioners often advocate for
environmental stewardship, weaving activism into their spiritual practice. This fusion of
craft and conservation reflects a broader societal shift toward sustainability and ecological
awareness.

However, the popularization of wild witchcraft also raises concerns about cultural
appropriation and commercialization. Authentic practice demands respect for indigenous
knowledge and ecological ethics, avoiding superficial or exploitative representations.

Pros and Cons of Embracing the Craft of the Wild Witch

Pros:

Fosters a deep connection with nature and promotes environmental
consciousness.

Encourages holistic healing practices utilizing natural resources.

Offers a rich spiritual framework that aligns with natural cycles and wilderness
rhythms.



Cons:

Requires extensive knowledge and experience to practice safely, particularly
with potent herbs.

Can be inaccessible for those living in urban environments with limited access
to wild spaces.

Risk of misinterpretation or cultural insensitivity if not approached thoughtfully.

Practical Guidance for Aspiring Practitioners

For those interested in exploring the craft of the wild witch, beginning with education is
crucial. Study local flora, understand ethical foraging, and learn about the history of
regional witchcraft traditions. Building a personal practice grounded in respect for the
environment involves:

Spending regular time in natural settings to attune the senses.1.

Keeping a nature journal to document observations and magical correspondences.2.

Experimenting with simple rituals aligned to lunar phases or seasonal markers.3.

Seeking mentorship or community through pagan groups or workshops focused on4.
wilderness spirituality.

By integrating these steps, practitioners can develop an authentic and sustainable
relationship with the craft.

The craft of the wild witch continues to evolve, bridging the ancient and contemporary,
the mystical and ecological. Its enduring appeal lies in its capacity to reconnect humans
with the wild heart of the earth, inviting a magic that is as old as time yet ever-renewing in
each new practitioner’s hands.
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  craft of the wild witch: Craft of the Wild Witch Poppy Palin, 2004 Wild Witchcraft is a magical,
free-spirited philosophy that embraces nature. A Wild Witch finds magic in the mundane and
inspiration in everyday life. Craft of the Wild Witch offers a poetic guidebook to the green-spirited
path that teaches how to read nature's language and develop a living relationship with the land.
  craft of the wild witch: Spirited Fio Gede Parma, 2012-04-08 Refreshingly real and practical,
Spirited gets straight to the heart of Pagan living and Pagan spirituality today. Featuring real-life
stories and first-hand experiences from the author and other young Pagans who've actually been
there, this book gives you insight into the philosophy and spirituality of current Pagan rituals and
practices. You'll get crucial advice on Witchcraft, spellcraft ethics, modern magic spells, coven and
solitary work, magic theory and practice, dealing with discrimination and negativity, and
incorporating your spiritual beliefs into all the important areas of your life: Love Sexuality Family
Friends School Work
  craft of the wild witch: Awakening the Wild Witch Iris Beaglehole, 2025-04-30 To me, being
a witch is about connecting with nature, appreciating all of the sensations of life, opening up to the
vastness and beautiful complexity of experience, and stepping into our power... Iris Beaglehole,
author of the Myrtlewood Mysteries, invites you to awaken the wild and delightful magic within. This
enchanting guide blends humour, heart, and wisdom to lead you on a transformative journey of
self-discovery and empowerment. Whether you are new to the path of witchcraft or a seasoned
practitioner, Awakening the Wild Witch will help you claim your power and awaken further to your
own wild magic. Tap into the innate magic that resides within you by connecting deeply with your
intuition and the wisdom of your body. Create meaningful rituals, craft ceremonies and spellwork
and embrace change with grace and intention. Work with the elements, harness the power of the
natural world, and align with the rhythms of nature. Deepen your understanding of magical herbs,
crystals, astrology and kitchen witchery. Explore the powerful potential of your shadow, delve into
the depths of your psyche to heal and empower yourself, transforming shadows into sources of
strength and insight. Awakening the Wild Witch is an invitation to step into your wild magic and
embrace the vast possibilities that lie within you. With practical exercises, rituals, and meditations,
Iris invites you on this journey of deepening awareness and and opening to a life filled with wild
magic, purpose, and inspiration.
  craft of the wild witch: Voices of the Earth Clea Danaan, 2009 Awaken your psychic powers,
talk to nature, and hear her reply. Nature intuitive Clea Danaan gives lessons in building psychic
awareness and communicating with plants, trees, and nature spirits. This rewarding connection with
nature offers healing, renewal, knowledge of your life purpose, and a spiritual oasis in a chaotic
world. Each chapter features meditations, journal exercises, and hands-on projects to help you
strengthen your ties to the earth and deepen your spiritual practice. From gardening to herb work to
water conservation, this book explores many ways to apply and incorporate nature's wisdom into
daily life. Danaan's personal anecdotes also illuminate how green spirituality can be translated into a
fulfilling, holistic lifestyle that supports the earth and your spirit. Praise for Clea Danaan's Sacred
Land: An informative book filled with fascinating and useful ideas. --PanGaia 2008 Independent
Publisher Book Award for Most Likely to Save the Planet Bronze Medal Winner
  craft of the wild witch: The Green Witch Arin Murphy-Hiscock, 2017-09-19 “For covens who
prefer meeting outdoors, perhaps in a garden or a deep forest clearing, The Green Witch is a
delightful guide to nature magic. It’s filled with practical recipes for herbal blends and potions, the
properties of essential oils, and lots of ideas for healing and relaxation.” —Bustle Discover the power
of natural magic and healing through herbs, flowers, and essential oils in this guide to green
witchcraft. At her core, the green witch is a naturalist, an herbalist, a wise woman, and a healer. She
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embraces the power of nature; she draws energy from the Earth and the Universe; she relies on
natural objects like stones and gems to commune with the land she lives off of; she uses plants,
flowers, oils, and herbs for healing; she calls on nature for guidance; and she respects every living
being no matter how small. In The Green Witch, you will learn the way of the green witch, from how
to use herbs, plants, and flowers to make potions and oils for everyday healing as well as how
crystals, gems, stones, and even twigs can help you find balance within. You’ll discover how to find
harmony in Earth’s great elements and connect your soul to every living creature. The green witch
focuses on harmony, healing, and balance with the Earth, but also with humanity and yourself. This
guide also contains easy-to-understand directions for herbal blends and potions, ritual suggestions,
recipes for sacred foods, and information on how to listen to and commune with nature. Not only will
you attune yourself to nature, but you will also embrace your own power. Learn about the world of
the green witch and discover what the power of nature has in store for you.
  craft of the wild witch: The Way Of The Green Witch Arin Murphy-Hiscock, 2006-05-01 A
Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.
  craft of the wild witch: Happy Hunting-grounds William Hamilton Gibson, 1887
  craft of the wild witch: The Witchcraft Boxed Set Arin Murphy-Hiscock, 2022-02-01 Embrace
the power of witchcraft with this spiritual collection of spells and rituals for new and seasoned
practitioners. The Witchcraft Boxed Set combines two of Arin Murphy-Hiscock’s bestselling titles
into one stunning collection: You will enjoy: The Green Witch: Discover the power of natural magic
and healing through herbs, flowers, and essential oils in this guide to green witchcraft. The House
Witch: Everything you need to know to create your very own sacred space—perfect for practicing
home-based witchcraft including spells, rituals, herbalism, and more.
  craft of the wild witch: The Deep Heart of Witchcraft David Salisbury, 2013-04-26 The
elements, the guardians, the spirits and gods; these are all things beginner Witches are taught about
and trained to work with. We learn about correspondence and how to associate symbols with their
mysteries. But what are the real mysteries behind the symbols? What lives at the very heart and core
of these teachings? In the Deep Heart of Witchcraft, we seek the teachings and ways that might lead
us to look beyond the surface and into the depths of the Craft. In this book, we ll look at the tools
and spirits of the sacred elements to connect us back to the power of nature. Through ritual, we turn
and face traditions both new and old to enrich our practice and feed the soul. And through the wheel
of the year, we connect with the ebb and flow of the cycles of time and space. ,
  craft of the wild witch: Green Witchcraft Marie Bruce, 2023-04-01 Witches have always
worked with nature to hone their craft. That deeply symbiotic relationship has meant that they have
been at the forefront of the movement to protect the environment and take care of our beautiful
planet. This enlightening guide outlines the practices of ethical witchcraft and includes spells for
those witches keen to protect the Earth. It also outlines the tenets of hedge-witchery - a greener way
of practising magic and witchcraft. You can get foraging for spell ingredients and connect with your
local area, even finding the greener part to urban living. Learn how to create a witch's pantry, with
information on how to dry and store herbs, mix spell powders and use essential oils to create
environmentally-friendly homemade soaps, oils and cleaning products. The spirit of green witchcraft
is the essence of living in harmony with the world around you.
  craft of the wild witch: Rituals, Consumption, and Marketing Cele Otnes, Tina M. Lowrey,
2025-09-30 Rituals, Consumption, and Marketing: A Research Companion is a compendium of
cutting-edge scholarship exploring the relevance, roles, and functions of rituals in consumer
culture—a topic that has burgeoned within the marketing field. The volume theoretically expands on
the understanding of rituals in marketing and consumer culture and how consumption rituals
emerge and evolve through seven key parts: 1) conceptual understandings of ritual; 2) rituals and
marketing strategy; 3) culturally rooted rituals; 4) rituals and well-being; 5) rituals in childhood and
adolescence; 6) rituals, media, and technology; and 7) writing rituals. With contributions from
international scholars, ranging from early-career researchers to those who pioneered ritual
scholarship in marketing, it showcases the ways rituals can contribute both to the well-being of



consumers and the business objectives of marketers. This book will be a valuable resource for
academics in the marketing field pursuing ritual scholarship. It will act as a rich resource for
creating assignments, cases, and projects in courses on consumer culture, consumer behavior, and
marketing strategy. It will also inspire practitioners to make their customers’ experiences more
meaningful and memorable.
  craft of the wild witch: Harper's New Monthly Magazine ,
  craft of the wild witch: Harper's New Monthly Magazine Henry Mills Alden, 1885
  craft of the wild witch: The Publishers Weekly , 2004
  craft of the wild witch: Harry Potter Power Julie-Anne Sykley, Dr Julie Sykley, 2010 [The
author] shows how the universal themes in the Harry Potter series can make your life more positive
and healthy and your lifestyle more sustainable.--Back cover.
  craft of the wild witch: Pagan Portals - The Hedge Druid's Craft Joanna van der Hoeven,
2018-06-29 The Hedge Druid's Craft blends the traditions of Wicca, Witchcraft and Druidry into a
spiritual path that uses the techniques of hedge riding to travel between the worlds, bringing back
wisdom and enchantment into our everyday lives. It is about working with boundaries, with a foot in
either world, living around the edges and working with liminal times and places. For those whose
paths meander and often overlap, and those who would not be constrained nor confined by labels,
yet who seek some definition, this book is for you. If you are interested in Witchcraft, Wicca or
Druidry, this book will sing to your soul.
  craft of the wild witch: Year of the Witch Temperance Alden, 2020 When we think of the
'wheel of the year,' it is the Wiccan wheel-with its celebrations of the Yule, Beltane, Mabon,
Samhain, etc.-that comes to mind. But what about a 'wheel of the year' for the rest of us pagans and
witches? This book will help readers create their own intuitive practices, in harmony with the
climate, culture, and local spirits where they live
  craft of the wild witch: Witches' Spell-a-Day Almanac Llewellyn, 2013 Make every day magical
with a spell from Llewellyn's Witches' Spell-A-Day Almanac. Spellcasters of all levels can enhance
their daily life with these easy bewitchments, recipes, rituals, and meditations. Deborah Lipp,
Elizabeth Barrette, Thuri Calafia, and other experienced magic practitioners offer simple spells for
every occasion that require minimal supplies. For convenience, the 365 spells are crossreferenced
by purpose, including love, health, money, protection, home and garden, travel, and communication.
Beginners will find advice on the best time, place, and tools for performing each spell. With space to
jot down notes, this unique spellbook can be used as a Book of Shadows. There are also daily color
and incense recommendations and astrological data to enhance each day's magic.
  craft of the wild witch: The Once Unknown Familiar Timothy Roderick,
  craft of the wild witch: Ecstatic Witchcraft Fio Gede Parma, 2012-06-08 Journey down a
shamanic path that embraces the ecstatic, the wild, the gnostic, the transformative, and the
visionary. Expanding on principles touched on in his book By Land, Sky & Sea: Three Realms of
Shamanic Witchcraft, Gede Parma walks you through an apprenticeship designed to ground and
orient you on the path of the Shamanic Craft. Discover the meaning of ecstasy. Encounter the three
realms. Learn shamanic techniques and rituals that will give you a more primal, authentic
experience of Witchcraft, including: Drawing Down the Gods Working with Spirit Allies Trance and
Moving Between the Worlds Ecstatic Spellcraft Healing and Soul Retrieval Seership and Divination
Praise: Smart, thought-provoking and useful...A worthy contribution to the continuing growth and
evolution of shamanic Wicca by a passionate and poetic member of the next generation.—Phyllis W.
Curott, author of Witch Crafting: A Spiritual Guide to Making Magic
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