
in a dark dark room stories
**Exploring the Enchantment of "In a Dark Dark Room Stories"**

in a dark dark room stories have captivated imaginations for generations, weaving a unique blend
of suspense, mystery, and childhood nostalgia. These tales, often simple yet deeply evocative, thrive
in the interplay between darkness and the unknown, inviting listeners and readers to peer into hidden
corners of their imagination. Whether told around a campfire, whispered before bedtime, or shared as
part of a playful storytelling game, these stories hold a special place in the world of folklore and
children's literature.

The Origin and Appeal of "In a Dark Dark Room Stories"

The phrase "in a dark dark room" is instantly recognizable to many, often triggering memories of
suspenseful storytelling sessions. But where did these stories come from, and why do they remain so
compelling?

At their core, "in a dark dark room stories" stem from traditional oral storytelling practices. The
repetition of the phrase "dark dark room" emphasizes the setting’s eerie atmosphere, building
suspense through rhythm and expectation. This narrative technique is a powerful tool for engaging
young audiences, who are naturally curious but also easily thrilled by a little fear.

A Timeless Storytelling Technique

These stories are often structured with repetitive language and cumulative elements, making them
easy to remember and fun to participate in. For example, a classic format might begin:

> "In a dark dark room, there was a dark dark cupboard. In the dark dark cupboard, there was a dark
dark box. In the dark dark box, there was a dark dark key..."

This layering not only sparks curiosity but also invites listeners to anticipate what comes next,
enhancing engagement. The use of repetition and suspenseful buildup is a hallmark of many
children’s tales and fables, helping young minds develop narrative comprehension and memory skills.

Why Are "In a Dark Dark Room Stories" So Popular with
Children?

Children are naturally drawn to stories that tease their imagination and evoke a manageable sense of
fear. The darkness in these stories symbolizes the unknown, which is thrilling yet safe within the
context of a story.



The Psychology Behind the Dark Setting

Darkness has always been a powerful metaphor in storytelling, representing mystery and the unseen.
In a controlled environment, like a story, darkness becomes a playground for imagination. Children
often enjoy the thrill of being scared in a safe setting because it allows them to test boundaries and
explore emotions like fear and excitement without real danger.

Moreover, these stories often conclude on a reassuring or humorous note, helping children process
their fears and feel comforted. This cycle of tension and release is essential for emotional
development and resilience.

Enhancing Literacy and Listening Skills

Because "in a dark dark room stories" rely heavily on repetition and rhythm, they are excellent for
developing language skills. Repeated phrases and predictable patterns help children anticipate and
join in storytelling sessions, boosting their vocabulary and narrative skills.

Teachers and parents often use these stories to encourage active listening and participation. The
suspenseful structure invites children to guess what might come next, promoting critical thinking and
imagination.

Variations and Popular Examples of "In a Dark Dark
Room Stories"

Over time, "in a dark dark room stories" have evolved into numerous variations, each adding unique
twists or characters. Some versions introduce quirky creatures or objects hidden in the darkness,
while others incorporate elements of humor or surprise.

Classic Examples

- **"In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories" by Alvin Schwartz**: This collection is a beloved
example, combining spooky tales with playful illustrations that capture the eerie mood without
overwhelming young readers.
- **“The Dark, Dark House”**: A version where the protagonist explores a mysterious house,
encountering funny or spooky surprises, often ending with a reassuring discovery.

Creating Your Own "In a Dark Dark Room" Story

One of the joys of these stories is their adaptability. You can craft your own version by following a
simple structure:

1. Start with the setting: "In a dark dark room..."



2. Introduce a hidden object or creature.
3. Build suspense with repetitive, rhythmic phrases.
4. Reveal the object or character with a twist.
5. End with a comforting or humorous resolution.

This approach allows storytellers to personalize tales to suit their audience, making each storytelling
session unique and memorable.

Tips for Sharing "In a Dark Dark Room Stories"
Effectively

Storytelling is an art, and the way you tell "in a dark dark room stories" can greatly affect their
impact. Here are some tips to keep the experience engaging and enjoyable:

Use Voice Modulation: Vary your tone and volume to build suspense or lighten the mood.

Incorporate Gestures: Use hand movements or facial expressions to bring the story to life.

Engage Your Audience: Pause to let listeners guess what comes next or to react to the
suspense.

Create the Atmosphere: Dim the lights or gather around a small light source to enhance the
“dark room” feel.

Keep It Age-Appropriate: Adjust the scariness and complexity based on the age and
sensitivity of your audience.

These techniques transform a simple story into an immersive experience, making "in a dark dark
room stories" a favorite for family gatherings, classrooms, and bedtime rituals.

The Enduring Legacy of "In a Dark Dark Room Stories"

The continued popularity of these stories speaks to the universal human fascination with darkness
and mystery. They serve as a bridge between generations, connecting parents and children through
shared moments of wonder and excitement.

Beyond entertainment, they also contribute to early literacy and emotional growth, teaching children
how to navigate fear and curiosity safely. As digital media grows, the charm of these oral traditions
reminds us of the simple joy found in storytelling.

Whether passed down from grandparents or created anew, "in a dark dark room stories" will likely
continue enchanting listeners, encouraging imagination, and keeping the magic of storytelling alive
for years to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories?
'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories are a genre of children's spooky tales that use repetitive and rhythmic
text to build suspense and create a mysterious atmosphere, often culminating in a surprise ending.

Who popularized the 'In a Dark, Dark Room' storytelling
format?
The 'In a Dark, Dark Room' storytelling format was popularized by Alvin Schwartz through his 'Scary
Stories to Tell in the Dark' series, as well as through traditional oral storytelling and various children's
books.

Why are 'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories effective for children?
These stories engage children by using repetitive phrases and suspenseful buildup, which helps
develop their listening skills and imagination while providing a fun, mildly spooky experience
appropriate for their age.

Can 'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories be used in educational
settings?
Yes, they can be used to enhance literacy skills, encourage creative thinking, and teach narrative
structure, as well as to explore themes like fear and courage in a controlled environment.

What are common themes in 'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories?
Common themes include mystery, suspense, fear of the unknown, courage, and sometimes humor,
often revolving around exploring dark or hidden places and encountering surprising or spooky
elements.

Are 'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories suitable for all ages?
While generally designed for children, the level of scariness varies, so it's important for parents and
educators to consider the child's age and sensitivity before sharing these stories.

How can parents make 'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories more
engaging?
Parents can use dramatic voice modulation, pauses, and interactive questions to engage children,
making the storytelling session more immersive and fun.

Where can I find popular 'In a Dark, Dark Room' storybooks?
Popular storybooks can be found in libraries, bookstores, and online retailers, including titles like 'In a
Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories' by Alvin Schwartz and various illustrated adaptations.



Can 'In a Dark, Dark Room' stories be adapted for other
media?
Yes, these stories can be adapted into audio recordings, animations, puppet shows, and interactive
apps to reach a broader audience and provide varied storytelling experiences.

Additional Resources
In a Dark Dark Room Stories: An Analytical Exploration of a Timeless Narrative Tradition

in a dark dark room stories hold a unique place in the landscape of storytelling, blending elements
of suspense, mystery, and childhood nostalgia. These tales, often rooted in oral traditions, invite
listeners into a shadowy world filled with intrigue and the unknown. The phrase itself evokes an
immediate sensory image—darkness, confined spaces, and the anticipation of what might emerge
from the shadows. This article delves into the cultural significance, narrative structures, and evolving
adaptations of in a dark dark room stories, shedding light on why they continue to captivate
audiences across generations.

The Origins and Cultural Roots of In a Dark Dark Room
Stories

The phrase "in a dark dark room" typically serves as the opening line to a genre of stories that thrive
on suspenseful buildup. These stories can be traced back to folk traditions where oral storytelling was
a primary form of entertainment and education. Historically, such tales were shared around
campfires, in family gatherings, or during long winter nights, creating a communal atmosphere
charged with anticipation and wonder.

In many cultures, dark and enclosed spaces symbolize the unknown, a motif often explored in folklore
and fairy tales. The "dark dark room" becomes a microcosm for fear and curiosity, where the
listener’s imagination fills the void with creatures, secrets, or impending revelations. This narrative
device effectively engages audiences by leveraging primal fears of darkness while simultaneously
encouraging imaginative exploration.

Narrative Structure and Storytelling Techniques

In a dark dark room stories typically follow a predictable yet effective narrative formula. The stories
often start with a repetitive, rhythmic phrase such as "in a dark dark room, there was a dark dark
cupboard," which helps establish a setting and build suspense. This repetition serves several
purposes:

Enhancement of suspense: The gradual layering of descriptors primes the listener for an
eventual reveal.



Memorability: The repetitive structure aids in oral transmission, allowing stories to be easily
remembered and retold.

Engagement: The incremental unfolding invites listeners to anticipate what comes next,
maintaining interest.

The climax usually involves the discovery of a mysterious object or creature, often with a twist that
subverts expectations or delivers a subtle moral lesson. This structure, while simple, is remarkably
versatile and can be adapted to various themes—from playful to eerie.

The Psychological Appeal of In a Dark Dark Room
Stories

From a psychological perspective, these stories tap into fundamental human emotions and cognitive
processes. Darkness, as a theme, universally triggers a heightened state of alertness due to
evolutionary instincts related to survival. By placing the narrative "in a dark dark room," storytellers
evoke this innate response, heightening emotional engagement.

Furthermore, the stories often balance fear and safety, creating a controlled environment where
listeners can experience suspense without real danger. This emotional interplay is particularly
significant in childhood development, where managing fear through storytelling helps build resilience
and imagination.

Role in Childhood Development and Education

In a dark dark room stories have long been a staple in early childhood literature and education. Their
repetitive and rhythmic nature supports language acquisition and memory skills. Educators and
parents often use these stories to encourage active listening, vocabulary expansion, and narrative
comprehension.

Additionally, the underlying themes—such as confronting fears or discovering hidden truths—offer
children opportunities to process emotions and develop critical thinking skills. In this way, the stories
serve not only as entertainment but also as developmental tools that contribute to emotional
intelligence.

Modern Adaptations and Media Influence

With the advent of digital media, in a dark dark room stories have transcended their oral origins to
find new life in books, animations, and interactive apps. Contemporary authors and creators have
expanded the genre, incorporating modern elements like technology, diverse characters, and
innovative storytelling techniques.



For example, children’s picture books featuring "in a dark dark room" narratives often include vivid
illustrations that enhance the story’s mood and accessibility. Interactive digital platforms allow young
audiences to engage with the story through sound effects and clickable elements, deepening
immersion.

Comparative Analysis: Traditional vs. Modern Formats

Traditional Oral Storytelling: Emphasizes communal experience, imagination, and direct
interaction between teller and listener.

Printed Books: Provide visual cues and permanence, allowing repeated independent
exploration.

Digital Media: Introduce multimedia elements and interactivity, catering to contemporary
consumption habits.

Each format offers distinct advantages. Oral storytelling fosters social bonding and spontaneous
creativity, while books and digital media provide structured, repeatable experiences that can be
personalized. The evolution of in a dark dark room stories across these platforms reflects broader
trends in how narratives adapt to changing cultural and technological landscapes.

The Enduring Popularity and Cultural Impact

The persistent appeal of in a dark dark room stories lies in their universal themes and adaptable
narrative framework. They resonate across age groups, cultures, and media formats, indicating a
deep-rooted human fascination with mystery and the interplay between fear and curiosity.

Moreover, these stories contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage by maintaining traditional
storytelling practices while inviting innovation. They also serve as a bridge connecting generations,
with parents and educators passing down tales that continue to evolve yet retain their core essence.

In examining in a dark dark room stories, one uncovers a rich tapestry of psychological, cultural, and
educational dimensions that underscore the power of storytelling itself. Whether whispered in the
dark, read from a colorful page, or experienced through a glowing screen, these stories invite us all to
explore the unknown with a mixture of trepidation and delight.
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  in a dark dark room stories: In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories Alvin
Schwartz, 2017-07-25 In a dark, dark room, in a soft, soft voice, tell a scary story! Newly
reillustrated, this classic I Can Read full of spooky stories is perfect for beginning readers who love a
bit of a scare. Victor Rivas’s silly and spooky art will introduce a new generation to stories inspired
by traditional folktales like “The Teeth,” “In the Graveyard,” “The Green Ribbon,” “In A Dark, Dark
Room,” “The Night It Rained,” “The Pirate,” and “The Ghost of John.” The original edition has won
many state awards and is an ALA Notable Children’s Book. In a Dark, Dark Room is a Level Two I
Can Read book, geared for kids who read on their own but still need a little help.
  in a dark dark room stories: In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories Alvin
Schwartz, 1984-03-14 Creak... Crash... BOO! Shivering skeletons, ghostly pirates, chattering
corpses, and haunted graveyards...all to chill your bones! Share these seven spine-tingling stories in
a dark, dark room.
  in a dark dark room stories: In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories Book and
Tape Alvin Schwartz, 1990-04-27 H4Creak... Crash... BOO! Shivering skeletons, ghostly pirates,
chattering corpses, and haunted graveyards...all to chill your bones! Share these seven
spine-tingling stories in a dark, dark room. Now the beloved characters and adventures from this
popular line of books come to life with I Can Read Book & Cassettes. Each package includes a
best-selling beginning reader storybook and a lively audio recording featuring: Word-for-word
narration Music and sound effects Turn-the-page signals on Side I Uninterrupted reading on Side 2
  in a dark dark room stories: In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories Alvin Schwartz,
Dirk Zimmer, 1984 Seven scary stories to tell at night in front of a fire or in the dark, based on
traditional stories and folktales from various countries.
  in a dark dark room stories: In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories Alvin
Schwartz, 1986-10
  in a dark dark room stories: Talkabout Morgan Schatz Blackrose, 2008
  in a dark dark room stories: More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark Alvin Schwartz,
2019-04-02 The iconic anthology series of horror tales that's now a feature film! More Scary Stories
to Tell in the Dark is a timeless collection of chillingly scary tales and legends. Folklorist Alvin
Schwartz offers up some of the most alarming tales of horror, dark revenge, and supernatural events
of all time. Available for the first time as an ebook, Stephen Gammell’s artwork from the original
More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark appears in all its spooky glory. Read if you dare! And don't
miss Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark and Scary Stories 3!
  in a dark dark room stories: Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark Alvin Schwartz, 2019-04-02 The
iconic anthology series of horror tales that's now a feature film! Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark is a
timeless collection of chillingly scary tales and legends, in which folklorist Alvin Schwartz offers up
some of the most alarming tales of horror, dark revenge, and supernatural events of all time.
Available for the first time as an ebook, Stephen Gammell’s artwork from the original Scary Stories
to Tell in the Dark appears in all its spooky glory. Read if you dare! And don't miss More Scary
Stories to Tell in the Dark and Scary Stories 3!
  in a dark dark room stories: Scary Stories Complete Set Alvin Schwartz, 2019-04-02 The
iconic anthology series of horror tales that's now a feature film! The three Scary Stories books come
together in this ebook collection to form a timeless collection of chillingly scary tales and legends.
Folklorist Alvin Schwartz offers up some of the most alarming tales of horror, dark revenge, and
supernatural events of all time. The ebooks in this collection feature Stephen Gammell’s artwork
from the original Scary Stories books. Read if you dare! Includes Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark,
More Scary Stories, and Scary Stories 3.
  in a dark dark room stories: The Parent's Guide to Storytelling Margaret Read
MacDonald, 2001 A quick and easy guide to storytelling for parents and grandparents. Includes
nineteen easy-to-tell stories and lists of story sources to help find more.
  in a dark dark room stories: Positive Stories For Negative Times, Volume Two Wonder Fools,



2022-01-13 Seven exciting new plays for young people written specifically in response to a world in
the midst of a pandemic, accompanied by a handbook from Wonder Fools with guidance for staging
the plays, and other creative responses, either online or live in the space. Commissioned as part of
Wonder Fools' national participatory project Positive Stories for Negative Times: Season 2, these
plays offer a variety of stories, styles and forms for ages between 6 and 25. Spyrates 2 (Spies vs
Pirates): Journey to the Forbidden Island by Robbie Gordon & Jack Nuse Featuring spies, pirates,
robots, talking animals and everything in between, 'Spyrates' is an interactive, playful and
imaginative adventure story. Ages 6+ At First I Was Afraid... (I Was Petrified!) by Douglas Maxwell A
feel-good comedy drama about a girl who keeps a diary of all her anxieties; but as she moves from
Primary School to Secondary, from normal life to Lockdown, all of her worries appear to come true.
Ages 11 + The Raven by Hannah Lavery A play full of adventure and an exploration of what shapes
and what divides us, exploring issues of blended families, bullying, overeating, depression and
isolation. Ages 11 + Thanks For Nothing by The PappyShow This not a play, but a process. It
explores what it means to be thankful in this world we live in today. It's a mix of games, challenges
and exercises for you to tell your own stories, in your own way. Ages 11 + Revolting by Bryony
Kimmings A series of tasks and actions that make a narrative to be performed with props. We are
agents of the revolution. How do we revolt? How do we not get into trouble? Where do we get
power, and then how do we use it for good? Ages 13 + The Skirt by Ellen Bannerman An absurdist
feminist fable for the next generation of feminists. Ages 16+ Write To Rave: Step Pon by Debris
Stevenson A play about the political power of a rave. Who has the right to rave, to dance and move
freely? What is it to feel truly free in your own skin? It tells the story a queer group of humans trying
their best to rave whilst the world tries it's best to stop them. Ages 18 + The accompanying
handbook includes an exploration of Wonder Fools' theatre-making process, step-by-step guidance in
how to produce the plays either online or live in the space, and bespoke exercises and instructions in
how to approach directing each play.
  in a dark dark room stories: Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark: Three Books to Chill Your Bones
Alvin Schwartz, 2019-07-30 SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE All of the Scary Stories
books are now available in one hardcover! These stories are some of the most terrifying tales of
horror, revenge, and supernatural events of all time, collected and retold by Alvin Schwartz and
featuring the classic artwork by Stephen Gammell. This jacketed hardcover edition includes the
complete original books in the series in one volume: Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark More Scary
Stories to Tell in the Dark Scary Stories 3: More Tales to Chill Your Bones
  in a dark dark room stories: 101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up (Revised Edition)
Bianca Schulze, 2025-09-09 Discover new books, document your favorites, learn fun facts about
books and authors, and develop a lifelong reading habit. 101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up
(Revised Edition) is the ultimate reading guide for kids ages 4 to 12+, packed with 101 kid-friendly
book recommendations and interactive features to inspire young readers. This revised edition
includes diverse voices and graphic novels and reflects current educational trends, making it a
modern and inclusive reading guide for young readers today. From classics like Where the Wild
Things Are, Beezus and Ramona, and The Phantom Tollbooth to newer favorites such as Big, New
Kid, and Brown Girl Dreaming, this inspiring guide covers every stage of a young reader's journey.
Designed as an engaging journal, this book allows you to document your reading journey by noting
which books you've read, why you love them, and how you rate each one. Each book entry includes:
Brief description and quote: Provides insight into the book's story, theme, and style. Engaging
illustrations: Feature characters or key elements from each book. Did you know? facts: Fun tidbits
about the book or author to spark curiosity. What to read next?: Recommendations to help you find
more books you'll love. Interactive rating and note space: A place for you to rate and write about
your experience with each book. Organized by book format (picture books, early readers, chapter
books, and more) and cross-indexed by subjects like fairy tales, fantasy, sports, and nonfiction, 101
Books to Read Before You Grow Up promotes family reading time and encourages lifelong reading
habits.



  in a dark dark room stories: Bad Dreams in the Night Adam Ellis, 2024-04-16 A NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • A USA TODAY BESTSELLER Like a graphic novel version of Scary Stories to
Tell in the Dark, this thrilling collection of original horror tales is packed with urban legends,
terrifying twists, and delightfully haunted stories by one of the biggest stars in webcomics. Each
story will make you scream for more! A new take on a classic format, Bad Dreams in the Night is an
updated, illustrated take on the horror anthologies the author grew up with as a kid, such as Scary
Stories to Tell in the Dark and In a Dark, Dark Room. These self-contained stories grew rapidly in
popularity among the author's online audience, and even inspired production of a motion picture
from Buzzfeed Studios and Lionsgate Films. Filled with spine-tingling, pulse-increasing tales of
mystery and supernatural occurrences, this book of never-before-seen comics will be the perfect gift
for people who love Black Mirror and Stranger Things and listened to podcasts like Welcome to
Nightvale and Rabbits.
  in a dark dark room stories: Bulletin, Chicago School of Sanitary Instruction ...
Department of Health , 1924
  in a dark dark room stories: The Early Reader in Children’s Literature and Culture
Jennifer Miskec, Annette Wannamaker, 2015-12-22 This is the first volume to consider the popular
literary category of Early Readers – books written and designed for children who are just beginning
to read independently. It argues that Early Readers deserve more scholarly attention and careful
thought because they are, for many younger readers, their first opportunity to engage with a work of
literature on their own, to feel a sense of mastery over a text, and to experience pleasure from the
act of reading independently. Using interdisciplinary approaches that draw upon and synthesize
research being done in education, child psychology, sociology, cultural studies, and children’s
literature, the volume visits Early Readers from a variety of angles: as teaching tools; as cultural
artifacts that shape cultural and individual subjectivity; as mass produced products sold to a niche
market of parents, educators, and young children; and as aesthetic objects, works of literature and
art with specific conventions. Examining the reasons such books are so popular with young readers,
as well as the reasons that some adults challenge and censor them, the volume considers the ways
Early Readers contribute to the construction of younger children as readers, thinkers, consumers,
and as gendered, raced, classed subjects. It also addresses children’s texts that have been translated
and sold around the globe, examining them as part of an increasingly transnational children’s media
culture that may add to or supplant regional, ethnic, and national children’s literatures and cultures.
While this collection focuses mostly on books written in English and often aimed at children living in
the US, it is important to acknowledge that these Early Readers are a major US cultural export,
influencing the reading habits and development of children across the globe.
  in a dark dark room stories: The Watkins Book of Urban Legends Gail De Vos, 2024-11-12
A comprehensive and entertaining collection of urban legends from around the world, with a history
and analysis of the origin of each tale, compiled by a leading authority in the field. A rich and unique
collection of folktales and urban legends from around the world. Each story comes with an
accompanying brief note to provide context. Including new tales reflecting new concerns; old tales
repurposed for new audiences and new ways of telling. The collection illustrates that these stories
are now alive across many new media. This is the first such popular book to bring together stories
with both traditional and digital media origins and to examine how the phenomenon of social media
has affected both the spread of urban legends and their very nature. Features the uniquely modern
manifestation of folk mythology and legend, now made ubiquitous by the internet; the conspiracy
theory. Includes urban legends such as: The Pickled Hand, The Babysitter, The Sandman. Includes
conspiracy theories such as: Wild Fires, Fifteen Minute Cities and Organ Theft. 40% of the stories
originate in North America, 30% in Europe, 20% in Asia, 10% in Africa and elsewhere The book also
shows how stories spread and change from the country of origin to become global.
  in a dark dark room stories: CUES: Choose, Use, Enjoy, Share Phyllis B. Leonard,
1998-08-15 Calling for structured interaction between students and books, Leonard specifies how
teachers and media specialists can collaborate to create a library media-centered program that



develops the talents of all K-6 students. The ultimate goal is to encourage reading and build reading,
comprehension, questioning, and thinking skills. Models, groupings, strategies, and materials are
suggested in a grade-appropriate scope and sequence. The latest theories about the process of
education, thinking, multiple intelligences, how children learn (individually and cooperatively), as
well as effective grouping and teaching strategies for differentiation are discussed. The book also
has sample lessons and scenarios drawn from the author's experience. Grades K-6.
  in a dark dark room stories: The New York Times Parent's Guide to the Best Books for
Children Eden Ross Lipson, 2000-11-14 The Classic Guide That Helps You Select the Books the Child
You Know Will Love In this third, fully revised and updated edition of The New York Times Parent's
Guide to the Best Books for Children, the children's book editor of The New York Times Book Review
personally selects and recommends books for children of every age. The most comprehensive and
authoritative book of its kind has been completely updated for the new millennium. It contains
hundreds of new entries, many expanded descriptions, and notations of additional companion and
related titles -- more than l,700 in all. The best-loved classics of the twentieth century are included,
as well as a thoughtful selection of outstanding titles from the last decade. Six sections are
organized according to reading level: Wordless, Picture, Story, Early Reading, Middle Reading, and
Young Adult. In addition to a summary of the book, each entry provides the essential bibliographic
information you need to find a book in your local library or bookstore, including title author and/or
illustrator hardcover and/or paperback publisher and publication year major awards related titles
The unique and most popular feature of the guide is its system of special indexes -- more than sixty
in all. They make it easy for parents and grandparents, teachers and librarians, even children
themselves, to match the right book to the right child. Browse through the indexes and find titles for
every interest and mood: picture books about cats, mice, or dinosaurs for babies; funny books to
read aloud to toddlers; series about family life or school or fantasy adventures for a middle-grade
child; books on divorce or death; and coming-of-age novels just right for someone starting junior
high school. There are also indexes for books about minorities and religion, an age-appropriate
reading-level index, and much more. Lavishly decorated with more than three hundred illustrations
from representative titles, the guide also features extra-wide margins for notes on which of your
children liked which book, at what age, and why. Thus the guide becomes a family reading record as
well as an invaluable resource you'll use again and again.
  in a dark dark room stories: Choosing Books for Children Betsy Gould Hearne, Deborah
Stevenson, 2000 Presents a tool for choosing books for children of all ages. This title offers practical
guidance on sorting through the bewildering array of picture books, pop-up books, books for
beginning readers, young adult titles, classics, poetry, olktales, and factual books.
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