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The Snowball by Alice Schroeder: Unraveling the Life of Warren Buffett

the snowball by alice schroeder is more than just a biography; it’s a deep dive into the fascinating
life and mind of one of the world’s most successful investors, Warren Buffett. This monumental book
offers readers an intimate look into Buffett’s journey from a frugal kid in Omaha to the Oracle of
Omaha himself. If you’ve ever wondered how Buffett built his fortune or what principles guided his
decisions, Alice Schroeder’s work provides detailed insights that go far beyond typical financial
biographies.

Understanding the Essence of The Snowball by Alice
Schroeder

At its core, the snowball metaphor reflects Warren Buffett’s investment philosophy: starting small and
gradually building wealth through consistent, compounded growth over time. Alice Schroeder’s
narrative captures this essence by tracing Buffett’s life story with remarkable depth—from his
childhood ambitions to his legendary investment strategies.

The Snowball by Alice Schroeder is often praised for its exhaustive research and the unparalleled
access Schroeder had to Buffett and his inner circle. This allowed her to present a multidimensional
portrait that covers Buffett’s personal life, business acumen, and even his quirks and vulnerabilities.

A Biography That Goes Beyond Finance

Unlike many investment biographies that focus solely on financial data and market analysis, The
Snowball delves into Buffett’s family background, relationships, and personal values. It reveals how
his upbringing, particularly the influence of his father Howard Buffett and his early exposure to
numbers and investing, shaped his worldview.

Readers get to see Buffett not just as a money-making machine but as a human being driven by
curiosity, humility, and a desire to make a difference. This humanizing approach makes the book
accessible to both investors and general readers interested in personal development and leadership.

Key Themes and Takeaways from The Snowball by
Alice Schroeder

One of the reasons The Snowball by Alice Schroeder stands out is its ability to weave together
Buffett’s investment philosophy with lessons on life and character. Here are some of the key themes
explored in the book:



The Power of Patience and Compounding

Buffett’s strategy is famously likened to a snowball rolling downhill—starting small but growing bigger
as it accumulates more snow. Schroeder emphasizes how Buffett’s patience and long-term focus
allowed him to harness the power of compounding, a fundamental principle in wealth creation.

This approach teaches investors the importance of discipline, avoiding impulsive decisions, and
staying the course even during market turbulence.

Value Investing and Discipline

The Snowball by Alice Schroeder provides a detailed explanation of Buffett’s value investing strategy,
which involves buying undervalued companies with strong fundamentals and holding onto them for
the long haul. Schroeder illustrates how Buffett’s discipline in selecting stocks based on intrinsic value
rather than market hype has been crucial to his success.

For readers interested in investment strategies, the book offers practical insights into assessing
company value, management quality, and economic moats.

Character and Integrity Matter

Another powerful lesson from The Snowball is the emphasis on personal integrity and character.
Buffett’s reputation as a trustworthy and ethical businessman is not accidental; it’s a result of deeply
held principles that guided his dealings.

Alice Schroeder shows how Buffett’s honesty and straightforwardness helped him build lasting
partnerships and maintain a stellar reputation, which in turn supported his business growth.

Why The Snowball by Alice Schroeder is a Must-Read
for Investors and Beyond

Whether you’re an aspiring investor, a business professional, or simply someone intrigued by stories
of success, The Snowball offers timeless lessons. The book’s blend of biography, business insights,
and personal stories makes it both educational and engaging.

Lessons for Aspiring Investors

The Snowball by Alice Schroeder equips readers with a realistic perspective on investing. It dispels the
myth of overnight success and highlights the importance of continuous learning, patience, and
emotional control. Investors can glean practical advice such as:



Focus on businesses you understand

Look for companies with durable competitive advantages

Be wary of market speculation and trends

Maintain a margin of safety in your investments

These principles remain relevant regardless of market conditions, making the book a valuable
resource for building a strong investment foundation.

Insights into Leadership and Decision-Making

Beyond investing, The Snowball by Alice Schroeder offers lessons on leadership and wise decision-
making. Buffett’s ability to delegate, stay calm under pressure, and think independently serves as
inspiration for leaders in any field.

Schroeder’s portrayal of Buffett’s decision-making process—rooted in extensive research, rationality,
and ethics—encourages readers to adopt thoughtful and principled approaches in their own lives.

The Writing Style and Research Behind The Snowball
by Alice Schroeder

One of the reasons The Snowball by Alice Schroeder has received widespread acclaim is its engaging
and accessible writing style. Schroeder manages to present complex financial concepts without
overwhelming the reader, making the book approachable for novices and experts alike.

The depth of research is another standout feature. Schroeder conducted hundreds of interviews and
had access to Buffett’s personal archives, which enriched the narrative with unique anecdotes and
fresh perspectives. This exhaustive research ensures that the biography is both accurate and
compelling.

A Balanced Portrayal

Importantly, The Snowball by Alice Schroeder doesn’t shy away from Buffett’s flaws and struggles.
The book highlights moments of self-doubt, personal challenges, and even mistakes, painting a
balanced and relatable picture. This honesty adds authenticity and reminds readers that success is
rarely linear.



How The Snowball by Alice Schroeder Influences
Modern Investment Thinking

Since its publication, The Snowball by Alice Schroeder has become a cornerstone in the literature on
investing and personal finance. Its influence extends beyond Buffett enthusiasts to anyone interested
in smart money management.

Encouraging a Long-Term Mindset

In an era dominated by quick gains and speculative trading, the book’s emphasis on long-term wealth
building has inspired many to rethink their approach. The snowball effect Buffett champions is a
lesson in patience and resilience, encouraging investors to focus on sustainable growth rather than
fleeting trends.

Promoting Ethical Business Practices

The Snowball also reinforces the importance of ethics in business. Buffett’s example of transparency,
humility, and fairness serves as a model for companies aiming to build trust with customers and
stakeholders. This focus on integrity is increasingly relevant in today’s business environment.

Where to Start with The Snowball by Alice Schroeder

If you’re new to Warren Buffett’s story or investment principles, The Snowball by Alice Schroeder is a
perfect starting point. Here are a few tips to get the most out of the book:

Read with an open mind, focusing on both Buffett’s successes and challenges.1.

Take notes on key investment concepts and personal values highlighted in the book.2.

Reflect on how Buffett’s principles can be adapted to your own financial goals and life decisions.3.

Consider reading supplementary materials on value investing to deepen your understanding.4.

By approaching the book thoughtfully, you can gain not only financial wisdom but also inspiration for
personal growth.

---

The Snowball by Alice Schroeder remains a definitive biography that captures the complexity and
brilliance of Warren Buffett’s life. It invites readers to look beyond numbers and charts to see the
values, mindset, and perseverance that fueled one of the greatest investment journeys of all time.



Whether you’re a seasoned investor or just curious about how wealth and character intertwine, this
book offers a rich and rewarding experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Snowball' by Alice Schroeder about?
'The Snowball' is a comprehensive biography of Warren Buffett, detailing his life, investment
philosophy, and rise to becoming one of the most successful investors in history.

Who is the author of 'The Snowball' and what is her
background?
Alice Schroeder is a financial analyst and author who was given unprecedented access to Warren
Buffett's life and archives to write 'The Snowball.'

Why is the book called 'The Snowball'?
The title 'The Snowball' refers to Warren Buffett's investment strategy of compounding wealth over
time, similar to a snowball growing larger as it rolls downhill.

How does 'The Snowball' portray Warren Buffett's investment
philosophy?
'The Snowball' highlights Buffett's value investing approach, focusing on buying undervalued
companies with strong fundamentals and holding them for the long term.

What new insights does 'The Snowball' provide about Warren
Buffett's personal life?
The biography delves into Buffett's personal relationships, family dynamics, and challenges, offering a
nuanced view of the man behind the investment legend.

Is 'The Snowball' suitable for readers without a financial
background?
Yes, 'The Snowball' is written in an accessible style that combines storytelling with financial concepts,
making it engaging for both novices and experts.

How long did Alice Schroeder work on 'The Snowball'?
Alice Schroeder spent over five years researching and writing 'The Snowball,' including extensive
interviews and access to Warren Buffett's archives.



What impact did 'The Snowball' have on Warren Buffett's
public image?
'The Snowball' humanized Warren Buffett, revealing his vulnerabilities and complexities, which
broadened public understanding beyond his investment success.

Does 'The Snowball' cover Warren Buffett's philanthropic
efforts?
Yes, the book discusses Buffett's commitment to philanthropy, including his pledge to give away the
majority of his wealth to charitable causes.

What makes 'The Snowball' different from other biographies
of Warren Buffett?
'The Snowball' stands out due to Alice Schroeder's authorized access to Buffett and his close
associates, providing an in-depth and candid portrayal unavailable elsewhere.

Additional Resources
The Snowball by Alice Schroeder: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

the snowball by alice schroeder stands as one of the most comprehensive biographies of Warren
Buffett, arguably the most successful investor of the 20th and 21st centuries. Published in 2008, this
extensive work delves into the life, strategies, and philosophies that have shaped Buffett’s path from
a precocious child investor to the chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway. As an investigative and
professional review, this article will explore the book’s content, style, and contribution to the
literature on investment biographies, while incorporating relevant insights and keywords related to
Buffett’s legacy and financial wisdom.

Understanding the Context and Scope of The Snowball
by Alice Schroeder

Alice Schroeder, a former Wall Street analyst, was granted unprecedented access to Warren Buffett
and his inner circle, enabling her to craft a detailed narrative that covers both his personal and
professional life. Unlike many business biographies that focus narrowly on career achievements, The
Snowball offers a holistic portrait that includes Buffett’s early years, family dynamics, and the
nuanced evolution of his investment philosophy.

The title itself is a metaphor for Buffett’s investment approach—the “snowball” epitomizes the power
of compounding returns over time, symbolizing how small investments or decisions can grow
exponentially. The book’s SEO-friendly appeal lies in its detailed exploration of terms like “value
investing,” “long-term wealth accumulation,” and “Berkshire Hathaway,” which are critical to
understanding Buffett’s financial empire.



Comprehensive Biography: Beyond the Business Mogul

One of the key strengths of The Snowball by Alice Schroeder is its biographical depth. Schroeder does
not shy away from exposing Buffett’s flaws, ambitions, and personal relationships. This approach
offers readers a more balanced and humanized perspective on the legend, moving beyond the typical
“investment guru” narrative.

The biography covers Buffett’s childhood in Omaha, Nebraska, where his fascination with numbers
and business began at an early age. It traces his academic journey, including his time at Columbia
Business School under Benjamin Graham, the father of value investing. This background is crucial for
readers seeking to understand the intellectual foundation of Buffett’s strategies.

Moreover, Schroeder explores Buffett’s family life, including his marriages and relationships with his
children. These personal insights are rare in business biographies and add dimensions that help
explain some of Buffett’s decisions both inside and outside the boardroom.

Investment Philosophy and Business Strategy
Unpacked

Central to The Snowball by Alice Schroeder is an exhaustive examination of Buffett’s investment
philosophy. The book meticulously details Buffett’s adherence to value investing principles—buying
undervalued companies with strong fundamentals and holding them for the long term. This focus on
intrinsic value, margin of safety, and economic moats has become synonymous with Buffett’s
success.

Value Investing and the Power of Compounding

The snowball metaphor recurs throughout the book as a way to illustrate Buffett’s belief in
compounding growth. Schroeder explains how Buffett’s strategy involves patience and discipline,
qualities that have allowed Berkshire Hathaway to amass a massive portfolio over decades. This
approach contrasts sharply with speculative or short-term trading strategies, highlighting the
importance of consistency and rational decision-making.

The book also contrasts Buffett’s methods with those of other notable investors, providing context for
his unique approach. For example, while some investors chase market trends or high-risk
opportunities, Buffett’s focus remains steadfastly on companies with durable competitive advantages
and trustworthy management.

Business Acumen and Berkshire Hathaway’s Evolution

Another critical aspect covered in The Snowball by Alice Schroeder is the transformation of Berkshire
Hathaway from a struggling textile company into a diversified conglomerate. This evolution
showcases Buffett’s ability to identify undervalued assets and deploy capital effectively.



Schroeder details key acquisitions, such as GEICO, and investments in Coca-Cola and American
Express, illustrating Buffett’s knack for spotting brands with staying power. The book also touches on
Buffett’s leadership style, emphasizing his preference for decentralized management and trust in
company executives.

Critical Reception and Impact on Investment Literature

The Snowball by Alice Schroeder has been widely praised by critics and investors alike for its
exhaustive research and candid portrayal of a financial titan. Its SEO relevance is amplified by
frequent online searches related to Warren Buffett’s biography, investment tips, and business lessons.

Strengths of the Biography

Unprecedented access to Warren Buffett and his personal papers

Balanced portrayal of both personal and professional dimensions

Detailed explanation of complex financial concepts in accessible language

Integration of Buffett’s philosophy with real-world case studies

Critiques and Limitations

While The Snowball is celebrated for its detail, some reviewers note that its length and density might
be daunting for casual readers. At over 900 pages, the book demands a significant investment of time
and focus. Additionally, the narrative occasionally dwells heavily on minutiae that may not appeal to
those seeking a concise overview of Buffett’s principles.

Furthermore, some critics argue that the biography, despite its depth, does not fully address some of
the broader economic or ethical implications of Buffett’s investments in certain industries. However,
this is a minor critique in an otherwise comprehensive work.

Why The Snowball by Alice Schroeder Remains
Relevant Today

In the ever-evolving world of finance and investment, The Snowball by Alice Schroeder remains a
cornerstone resource for understanding one of the most influential figures in modern capitalism. Its
detailed portrayal of Buffett’s journey offers timeless lessons on patience, discipline, and ethical
investing.



For investors, entrepreneurs, and financial professionals, the book serves as both a historical
document and a practical guide. It sheds light on how long-term thinking and value-based principles
can outperform speculative strategies, especially in volatile markets.

Moreover, the biography’s SEO value is reinforced by continuous interest in Warren Buffett’s
methodologies, Berkshire Hathaway’s portfolio, and value investing education. Readers searching for
insights into Buffett’s mindset or looking for inspiration in wealth-building strategies will find this book
indispensable.

The Snowball by Alice Schroeder is more than a biography; it is a masterclass in investment
philosophy and human complexity, reflecting the intricate balance between financial acumen and
personal character that defines Warren Buffett’s enduring legacy.

The Snowball By Alice Schroeder
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  the snowball by alice schroeder: The Snowball Alice Schroeder, 2009-09-16 Shortlisted for
the Financial Times and Goldman Sachs Business Book of the Year Prize 2008 The Snowball is the
first and will be the only biography of the world's richest man, Warren Buffett, written with his full
cooperation and collaboration. Combining a unique blend of The Sage of Omaha's business savvy,
life story and philosophy, The Snowball is essential reading for anyone wishing to discover and
replicate the secrets of his business and life success. Warren Buffett is arguably the world's greatest
investor. Even as a child he was fascinated by the concept of risk and probability, setting up his first
business at the age of six. In 1964 he bought struggling Massachusetts textile firm Berkshire
Hathaway and grew it to be the 12th largest corporation in the US purely through the exercise of
sound investing principles - a feat never equalled in the annals of business. Despite an estimated net
worth of around US$62 billion, Buffett leads an intriguingly frugal life taking home a salary of only
£50,000 a year. His only indulgence is a private jet, an extravagance he wryly acknowledges by
calling it The Indefensible. In 2006, he made the largest charitable donation on record, with most of
it going to the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The Snowball provides a comprehensive, richly
detailed insight one of the world's most extraordinary and much loved public figures.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Summary of Alice Schroeder's the Snowball I. D. B.
Books, 2020-12-06 Buy now to get key insights from Alice Schroeder's The Snowball. Sample
Insights 1) Warren Buffett is an American investor, businessman, and the CEO of Berkshire
Hathaway, an American multinational conglomerate holding company. According to Buffett, Balzac
said that behind every great fortune lies a crime. That's not true at Berkshire. 2) Buffett met with
author Alice Schroeder to tell her his life story so she could write his biography. She immediately
noted his humility. Before he began telling his story, he told her: Whenever my version is different
from somebody else's, use the less flattering version.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Insights on Alice Schroeder’s The Snowball Swift Reads,
2020-10-17 Download now to get key insights from this book in 15 minutes. Here is THE book
recounting the life and times of one of the most respected men in the world, Warren Buffett. The
legendary Omaha investor has never written a memoir, but now he has allowed one writer, Alice
Schroeder, unprecedented access to explore directly with him and with those closest to him his
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work, opinions, struggles, triumphs, follies, and wisdom. The result is the personally revealing and
complete biography of the man known everywhere as “The Oracle of Omaha.” Although the media
track him constantly, Buffett himself has never told his full life story. His reality is private, especially
by celebrity standards. Indeed, while the homespun persona that the public sees is true as far as it
goes, it goes only so far. Warren Buffett is an array of paradoxes. He set out to prove that nice guys
can finish first. Over the years he treated his investors as partners, acted as their steward, and
championed honesty as an investor, CEO, board member, essayist, and speaker. At the same time he
became the world’s richest man, all from the modest Omaha headquarters of his company Berkshire
Hathaway. None of this fits the term “simple.” When Alice Schroeder met Warren Buffett she was an
insurance industry analyst and a gifted writer known for her keen perception and business acumen.
Her writings on finance impressed him, and as she came to know him she realized that while much
had been written on the subject of his investing style, no one had moved beyond that to explore his
larger philosophy, which is bound up in a complex personality and the details of his life. Out of this
came his decision to cooperate with her on the book about himself that he would never write. Never
before has Buffett spent countless hours responding to a writer’s questions, talking, giving complete
access to his wife, children, friends, and business associates—opening his files, recalling his
childhood. It was an act of courage, as The Snowball makes immensely clear. Being human, his own
life, like most lives, has been a mix of strengths and frailties. Yet notable though his wealth may be,
Buffett’s legacy will not be his ranking on the scorecard of wealth; it will be his principles and ideas
that have enriched people’s lives. This book tells you why Warren Buffett is the most fascinating
American success story of our time.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Summary: The Snowball Businessnews Publishing,
2016-09-09 The must-read summary of Alice Schroeder's book: The Snowball: Warren Buffett and
the Business of Life. This complete summary of the ideas from Alice Schroeder's book The Snowball
recounts the fascinating success story and biography of one of most respected men in the world,
Warren Buffett. In fact, this American icon has never told his full life story, but he has allowed Alice
Schroeder open access to his life, struggles and triumphs. This summary explores his real philosophy
and reveals his complex personality as well as the details of his life. Based on interviews with Buffett
himself as well as with friends, family members and business associates, this revealing biography
gives an unprecedented look at the hidden life of the man known as The Oracle of Omaha.
Added-value of this summary: - Save time - Understand the key ideas - Increase your business
knowledge To learn more, read The Snowball and discover the story behind the success of Warren
Buffett.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: SNOWBALL ALICE. SCHROEDER, 2016
  the snowball by alice schroeder: SUMMARY - The Snowball: Warren Buffett And The
Business Of Life By Alice Schroeder Shortcut Edition, 2021-05-29 * Our summary is short, simple
and pragmatic. It allows you to have the essential ideas of a big book in less than 30 minutes. *As
you read this summary, you will discover the life of Warren Buffett, the oracle of Omaha. *You will
also discover : that Warren Buffett had a very young interest in numbers and money; that he proved
to be a business genius at an early age; that he put in place principles to which he always adhered
and which guided him in his choices; that he is the most successful investor of the 20th century; that
the man nicknamed the Omaha oracle is often called a conservative, but is nonetheless a true
visionary. *Warren Buffett is a true American icon, starting from nothing and today ranked among
the three greatest fortunes in the world. In Warren Buffett, the Snowball Effect, Alice Schroeder
describes his personal life, his sometimes difficult relationships with those around him, his
professional life and the principles he applied to build his fortune. *Buy now the summary of this
book for the modest price of a cup of coffee!
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Summary Book Summary Publishing, 2020-02-04 The
Snowball Book Summary - Warren Buffett and the Business of Life - How to invest like warren
buffett - Key Lessons From Schroeder's Book. By reading this summary, you'll learn about Warren
Buffett, The Oracle of Omaha, an American icon who started out with nothing but who is ranked



today as the third wealthiest man. The author recounts his personal life, specifically his complicated
relationship with his entourage, as well as his professional life and the guiding principles he applied
to accumulate his fortune. Why read this summary: Save time Understand the key concepts Notice:
This is a THE SNOWBALL Book Summary. Alice Schroeder's Book. NOT THE ORIGINAL BOOK.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: SUMMARY Edition Shortcut (author), 1901
  the snowball by alice schroeder: NEW Deal 2.0 Rex Thompson, 2009-08-10 Many of us are
living through the toughest economic times of our lives. Rex Thompson, small business owner,
husband, and father of two provides the tools you need to emerge from this maelstrom,
triumphantly. You'll learn to apply lessons from the laboratory of the Great Depression, and you'll be
able to start building your economic recovery TODAY. You'll learn to capture the power of today's
technologies and multiply your wealth potential in this new economy. Here are some of the vital
lessons that you'll learn in this crash course in prosperity, designed for Everyman and Everywoman!:
* Learn how to recognize the economic gold mines as well as the economic train wrecks. * Learn to
slash your food expenses while living a healthier lifestyle. * Leverage your future wealth potential by
taking advantage of new technologies. * Cut your household expenses in half by learning these
simple tricks. * AND much more!
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Concentrated Investing Allen C. Benello, Michael van Biema,
Tobias E. Carlisle, 2016-04-01 Discover the secrets of the world's top concentrated value investors
Concentrated Investing: Strategies of the World's Greatest Concentrated Value Investors chronicles
the virtually unknown—but wildly successful—value investors who have regularly and spectacularly
blown away the results of even the world's top fund managers. Sharing the insights of these top
value investors, expert authors Allen Benello, Michael van Biema, and Tobias Carlisle unveil the
strategies that make concentrated value investing incredibly profitable, while at the same time
showing how to mitigate risk over time. Highlighting the history and approaches of four top value
investors, the authors tell the fascinating story of the investors who dare to tread where few others
have, and the wildly-successful track records that have resulted. Turning the notion of diversification
on its head, concentrated value investors pick a small group of undervalued stocks and hold onto
them through even the lean years. The approach has been championed by Warren Buffett, the best
known value investor of our time, but a small group of lesser-known investors has also used this
approach to achieve outstanding returns. Discover the success of Lou Simpson, a former GEICO
investment manager and eventual successor to Warren Buffett at Berkshire Hathaway Read about
Kristian Siem, described as Norway's Warren Buffett, and the success he has had at Siem Industries
Concentrated Investing will quickly have you re-thinking the conventional wisdom related to
diversification and learning from the top concentrated value investors the world has never heard of.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Mindfulness in Good Lives Mike W. Martin, 2019-10-23
Mindfulness is celebrated everywhere—especially in health psychology and spiritual practices, but
also in the arts, business, education, environmentalism, sports, and the use of digital devices. While
the current mindfulness movement may be in part the latest fad in a narcissistic and therapeutic
culture, it is also worthy of greater philosophical attention. As a study in ethics and moral
psychology, Mindfulness in Good Lives remedies the neglect of this subject within philosophy. Mike
W. Martin makes sense of the striking variety of concepts of mindfulness by connecting them to the
core idea of value-based mindfulness: paying attention to what matters, in light of relevant values.
When the values are sound, mindfulness is a virtue that helps implement the kaleidoscope of values
in good lives. Health psychologists, who currently dominate the study of mindfulness, often present
their research as value-neutral science. Yet they invariably presuppose moral values that should be
made transparent. These values, which lie at the interface of morality and mental health, form
bridges between philosophy and psychology, and between literature and spirituality.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Why Things Go Wrong Gary Fellers, 2011-02-01 Simplifying
complex business practices for application. An expert bridges the gap between learning business
practices and implementing them with this compact volume of principles from W. Edwards Deming.
The Deming system was the secret to Japan's economic miracle after World War II. Now the 14



Points for Managers and 7 Deadly Diseases of Management are explained without complicated
mathematical formulae. Fellers' easy-to-read format makes this imporant resource accessible to
everyone. Chapters on interdepartmental coordination and manager-employee relationships explain
why some outdated forms of leadership fail and how to replace them with effective frontline
management.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Buffett's Early Investments Brett Gardner, 2024-11-05
<i>Buffett’s Early Investments</i> investigates ten investments that legendary investor Warren
Buffett made in the 1950s and 1960s—earning him his first millions—and uncovers unique insights
in the process. Using the same documents Buffett used when he made these investments, the author
reveals the fascinating inside stories of: - How Philadelphia and Reading, Buffett’s largest
investment in 1954, transformed from a declining coal company to a diversified conglomerate whose
stock went up twentyfold due to the intervention of Buffett’s mentor, Ben Graham. - How Buffett and
Charlie Munger made their first formal investment together in Hochschild-Kohn. - How corporate
governance issues actually presented serious risk to Buffett’s 1966 investment in Walt Disney. Other
investments analyzed include American Express, British Columbia Power, Cleveland Worsted Mills,
Greif Bros, Marshall-Wells, Studebaker, and Union Street Railway. Not all of these investments
worked out—this book shows why. <i>Buffett’s Early Investments</i> helps readers understand
how history’s greatest ever investor really made his returns in the years where he produced his best
numbers.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Way I See It Melissa Anderson, 2011-03-15 When other
girls her age were experiencing their first crushes, Melissa Sue Anderson was receiving handwritten
marriage proposals from fans as young, and younger, than she was. When other girls were dreaming
of their first kiss, Melissa was struggling through hers in front of a camera. From age eleven in 1974
until she left the show in 1981, Melissa Anderson literally grew up before the viewers of Little House
on the Prairie. Melissa, as Mary, is remembered by many as “the blind sister”—and she was the only
actor in the series to be nominated for an Emmy. In The Way I See It, she takes readers onto the set
and inside the world of the iconic series created by Michael Landon, who, Melissa discovered, was
not perfect, as much as he tried to be. In this memoir she also shares her memories of working with
guest stars like Todd Bridges, Mariette Hartley, Sean Penn, Patricia Neal, and Johnny Cash. In
addition to stories of life on the set, Melissa offers revealing looks at her relationships off-set with
her costars, including the other Melissa (Melissa Gilbert) and Alison Arngrim, who portrayed Nellie
Oleson on the show. And she relates stories of her guest appearances on iconic programs such as
The Love Boat and The Brady Bunch. Filled with personal, revealing anecdotes and memorabilia
from the Little House years, this book is also a portrait of a child star who became a successful adult
actress and a successful adult. These are stories from “the other Ingalls sister” that have never been
told.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: The Oracle Speaks David Andrews, 2012 A collection of
thought-provoking direct quotes from Warren Buffett on topics related to business, investing,
leadership, Berkshire Hathaway, and life.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Empower Your Investing Scott A. Chapman CFA,
2019-08-20 Investing is a life skill and, like any life skill, the key is to learn from those who have
already done it well. Empower Your Investing offers a success-based mental framework, discipline,
and toolkit for your investing success. This book examines the best practices from masters of the
investing world who’ve demonstrated success over many market cycles: Sir John Templeton, Peter
Lynch, and Warren Buffett. The case studies of their winning picks blend the prevailing news and
popular opinion at the time of their successful investments with their rationale for buying stocks as
they explained in subsequent interviews. “Just as athletes might study Michael Jordan, Mohammed
Ali, and Babe Ruth, every investor should know and understand John Templeton, Peter Lynch, and
Warren Buffett. Scott Chapman brilliantly showcases the investment world's Greatest of All Time
(G.O.A.T.) so every stock market participant, from novice to seasoned professional, can learn the
lessons of those who have reached the pinnacle of success. With a comprehensive step-by-step



approach, Chapman provides a deep understanding of what it takes to be the best.” —Robert P.
Miles, Author, The Warren Buffett CEO; Executive in Residence, University of Nebraska at Omaha
“Scott Chapman’s book is a clear read for any investor who wants to learn how to invest better.
Scott is a successful long-term investor and educator who is someone all investors can learn from.
He shares some of the best investment advice and actual experiences of three of the best investors
in history—Peter Lynch, Warren Buffett, and Sir John Templeton. This book will help every person
improve their investment skill from the beginning investor to professionally trained CFA analysts.”
—Craig Braemer, CFA; Blossom Wealth Portfolio Manager and Founder of Braemer Asset
Management, LLC.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: The Liberated CEO Scott A. Leonard, 2014-02-21 Achieve a
better work/life balance with the innovative approach outlined here Author Scott Leonard is a
successful business professional who adapted his business to allow him to achieve his goals and live
his dreams now—while still working in the business he loves. His experience is an inspiring example
of extreme work-life empowerment that can help you whether you're the owner of a business or just
want more freedom and flexibility in your career. Now, in The Liberated CEO, Leonard shares his
story and strategies with you. In The Liberated CEO, he turns the conventional portrait of the 24/7
entrepreneur as multi-tasking control freak on its head by using strategies that unshackle
individuals from the daily grind, inspiring you to perform your responsibilities on your own terms
and schedules. In addition to giving the individual more freedom, the benefits of The Liberated CEO
principles will increase the success, profitability, operational efficiency, and, ultimately, the
enterprise value of any business. Contains advice, analysis, and personal stories that shows how to
grow a healthier and more sustainable company that doesn’t demand your absolute attention
Explains how to implement an innovative business model that empowers business owners and key
executives to perform at the highest level The principles highlighted here are in sync with today's
technology that allows people to have a better work-life balance Engaging and accessible, The
Liberated CEO is about developing a business model that empowers business owners and key
executives to perform—and live—at the highest level.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Take a Financial Leap: The 3 Golden Rules for Financial Life
Success Pete Wargent, 2022-07-28 Uncover the psychology of success and break down the building
blocks of limitless results with 'Take a Financial Leap'. Becoming a millionaire by the age of 33, Pete
Wargent shares his 3 golden rules in one motivating and inspiring guide. A Financial commentator,
investor and author, Wargent provides practical case studies and personal stories to show you how
to set ambitious yet attainable results. From market investing, real estate to building a career or
passion, accelerate financial success and freedom with this book. Financial commentator, investor
and author, Pete Wargent became a millionaire at the age of 33 from shares, index funds and
investment property. Having quit fulltime work, he is now the author of successful financial guides,
uncovering the psychology behind financial growth. Helping millions of others now reach financial
freedom and success, Wargent believes everyone can have a sustainable and flexible life.
  the snowball by alice schroeder: Profiting from Hedge Funds John Konnayil Vincent,
2013-06-07 Learn to apply the strategies of top hedge fund managers to your personal investment
portfolio The most successful hedge fund managers and superstar investors outperform the markets
impressively, while most fund managers—and individual investors as well—usually underperform the
market averages. Based on the figures released by the Edgar System each quarter, this book
analyzes the performance of hedge fund managers controlling at least $100 million in Assets Under
Management to help other investors close the gap between themselves and the industry's top fund
managers. With model portfolios that produced solid returns, examination of the tactics of the best
fund managers, and a set of effective strategies for sound absolute returns, Profiting from Hedge
Funds is the perfect guide for investors who want to improve their game by learning from the best.
Includes fascinating insights into the investment styles of the most successful hedge fund managers
Features model portfolios based on the holdings and activity of high-performing money managers
Offers key lessons for success that work across all portfolios



  the snowball by alice schroeder: Warren Buffett Todd A. Finkle, 2023-03-14 Warren Buffett is
perhaps the most accomplished investor of all time. The CEO and chair of Berkshire Hathaway has
earned admiration for not only his financial feats but also the philosophy behind them. Todd A.
Finkle provides striking new insights into Buffett’s career through the lens of entrepreneurship. This
book demonstrates that although Buffett is thought of primarily as an investor, one of the secrets to
his success has been running Berkshire as an entrepreneur. Finkle—a Buffett family friend—shares
his perspective on Buffett’s early life and business ventures. The book traces the entrepreneurial
paths that shaped Buffett’s career, from selling gum door-to-door during childhood to forming
Berkshire Hathaway and developing it into a global conglomerate through the imaginative
deployment of financial instruments and creative deal making. Finkle considers Buffett’s investment
methodology, management strategy, and personal philosophy on building a rewarding life in terms
of entrepreneurship. He also zeros in on Buffett’s longtime business partner, Charlie Munger, and
his contributions to Berkshire’s success. Finkle draws key lessons from Buffett’s mistakes as well as
his successes, using these failures to explore the ways behavioral biases can affect investors and
how to overcome them. By viewing Buffett as an entrepreneur, this book offers readers a fresh take
on one of the world’s best-known financial titans.
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