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THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE: EXPLORING THE INTERSECTIONS OF KNOWLEDGE AND POWER

THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE OPENS A FASCINATING WINDOW INTO THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
SCIENTIFIC ENDEAVORS AND IMPERIAL AMBITIONS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. THIS COMPREHENSIVE VOLUME SERVES AS AN
ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING HOW SCIENCE WAS NOT ONLY INFLUENCED BY EMPIRE BUT
ALSO ACTIVELY SHAPED COLONIAL AND IMPERIAL PROJECTS. |IT UNPACKS THE NUANCED WAYS IN WHICH SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE,
PRACTICES, AND INSTITUTIONS INTERSECTED WITH THE EXPANSION OF EMPIRES, REVEALING THE PROFOUND IMPACT OF THESE
DYNAMICS ON BOTH COLONIZER AND COLONIZED.

UNDERSTANDING THE ScoPE oF THE RoUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND
EMPIRE

THE HANDBOOK BRINGS TOGETHER A DIVERSE ARRAY OF SCHOLARLY PERSPECTIVES, MAKING IT A MULTIDISCIPLINARY
EXPLORATION THAT SPANS HISTORY, SCIENCE STUDIES, POSTCOLONIAL THEORY, AND MORE. [TS CONTRIBUTORS DELVE INTO
HOW SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE WAS MOBILIZED TO SERVE IMPERIAL INTERESTS, FROM MAPPING AND CATEGORIZING NEW TERRITORIES
TO CONTROLLING POPULATIONS AND EXPLOITING NATURAL RESOURCES.

THIS EXPANSIVE APPROACH HELPS READERS APPRECIATE THE OFTEN OVERLOOKED WAYS IN WHICH SCIENCE FUNCTIONED AS A
TOOL OF EMPIRE-BUILDING, WHILE ALSO HIGHLIGHTING RESISTANCE AND ALTERNATIVE KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS THAT CHALLENGED
COLONIAL DOMINANCE.

WHY ScCIENCE AND EMPIRE MATTER T OGETHER

AT FIRST GLANCE, SCIENCE MIGHT APPEAR NEUTRAL OR PURELY OBJECTIVE, BUT THE HANDBOOK UNDERSCORES THAT SCIENTIFIC
PRACTICES HAVE BEEN DEEPLY ENTANGLED WITH POLITICAL POWER AND ECONOMIC MOTIVES. EMPIRES NEEDED SCIENTIFIC
EXPERTISE TO NAVIGATE AND ADMINISTER VAST TERRITORIES, HARNESS NATURAL RESOURCES, AND JUSTIFY COLONIAL RULE
THROUGH CLAIMS OF PROGRESS AND CIVILIZATION.

THeE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE ILLUSTRATES THAT:

- SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITIONS OFTEN DOUBLED AS IMPERIAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS.

- BOTANICAL AND ZOOLOGICAL STUDIES WERE TIED TO RESOURCE EXTRACTION AND ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION.

- MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE SHAPED PUBLIC HEALTH POLICIES THAT SERVED COLONIAL POPULATIONS AND MILITARY NEEDS.
- THE CLASSIFICATION OF PEOPLE AND CULTURES WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN CONSTRUCTING RACIAL HIERARCHIES USED TO
LEGITIMIZE DOMINATION.

Key THEMES ExPLORED IN THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND
EMPIRE

Science As A TooL oF IMPERIAL CONTROL

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES THE HANDBOOK TACKLES IS HOW SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE WAS USED TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN
CONTROL OVER COLONIZED SPACES. SCIENTIFIC SURVEYS, GEOLOGICAL MAPPING, AND ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES PROVIDED
DETAILED INFORMATION THAT EMPOWERED COLONIAL ADMINISTRATORS TO GOVERN MORE EFFECTIVELY. THIS SECTION EXAMINES
CASE STUDIES FROM VARIOUS EMPIRES, HIGHLIGHTING THE STRATEGIC DEPLOYMENT OF SCIENTIFIC EXPERTISE.



KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION AND INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES

|MPORTANTLY/ THE HANDBOOK DOES NOT PRESENT SCIENCE AS A ONE-WAY IMPOSITION. |T BRINGS TO LIGHT INDIGENOUS
KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND HOW LOCAL POPULATIONS ENGAGED WITH, ADAPTED, OR RESISTED IMPERIAL SCIENCE. THIS DIALOGUE
BETWEEN W/ESTERN SCIENTIFIC TRADITIONS AND INDIGENOUS EPISTEMOLOGIES REVEALS A MORE COMPLEX PICTURE OF
KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE, CONTESTATION, AND HYBRIDITY.

ScieNCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND IMPERIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS WERE VITAL TO EMPIRE-BUILDING. RAIL\X/AYS, TELEGRAPHS, AND IRRIGATION PROJECTS WERE
OFTEN JUSTIFIED THROUGH SCIENTIFIC RATIONALES AND SERVED TO INTEGRATE COLONIES INTO GLOBAL IMPERIAL NETWORKS. THE
ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE EXPLORES HOW TECHNOLOGY FACILITATED ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION AND
POLITICAL CONTROL, WHILE ALSO TRANSFORMING LOCAL ENVIRONMENTS AND SOCIETIES.

CONTRIBUTORS AND SCHOLARLY APPROACH

\WHAT MAKES THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE PARTICULARLY VALUABLE IS ITS EDITORIAL VISION AND THE
CALIBER OF ITS CONTRIBUTORS. THE EDITORS BRING TOGETHER HISTORIANS OF SCIENCE, ANTHROPOLOGISTS, AND SCHOLARS OF
POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES, ENSURING A RICH DIVERSITY OF VOICES AND METHODOLOGIES.

EACH CHAPTER IS METICULOUSLY RESEARCHED, OFTEN DRAWING ON ARCHIVAL MATERIALS, COLONIAL RECORDS, AND FIRSTHAND
ACCOUNTS, WHICH LENDS THE HANDBOOK BOTH ACADEMIC RIGOR AND NARRATIVE ENGAGEMENT. THIS MAKES IT NOT JUST A
REFERENCE BOOK BUT ALSO A COMPELLING READING EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS, RESEARCHERS, AND GENERAL READERS WITH AN
INTEREST IN HISTORY AND SCIENCE.

INTERDISCIPLINARY INSIGHTS

THE INTERDISCIPLINARY NATURE OF THE HANDBOOK ENCOURAGES READERS TO THINK BEYOND TRADITIONAL BOUNDARIES. BY
WEAVING TOGETHER SCIENTIFIC HISTORY WITH IMPERIAL STUDIES, IT PROMPTS CRITICAL REFLECTION ON HOW KNOWLEDGE
SYSTEMS ARE EMBEDDED IN POWER RELATIONS. THIS IS ESPECIALLY RELEVANT IN CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
DECOLONIZING SCIENCE AND RE-EXAMINING THE LEGACIES OF EMPIRE IN KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION TODAY.

How THE RoUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE ENHANCES
ACADEMIC AND PusLIC UUNDERSTANDING

W/HETHER YOU ARE A HISTORIAN, A SCIENTIST, OR SIMPLY CURIOUS ABOUT THE DYNAMICS OF KNOWLEDGE AND POWER, THIS
HANDBOOK OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS. |T CHALLENGES SIMPLISTIC NARRATIVES ABOUT SCIENCE AS PURE PROGRESS AND
INSTEAD PRESENTS A MORE NUANCED VIEW THAT ACKNOWLEDGES ITS COMPLICITY IN IMPERIAL PROJECTS.

UsEFUL FOR EDUCATORS AND RESEARCHERS

For EDUCATORS, THE HANDBOOK PROVIDES A RICH SOURCE OF CASE STUDIES AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS THAT CAN BE
INTEGRATED INTO CURRICULA ON THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE, COLONIAL STUDIES, OR GLOBAL HISTORY. RESEARCHERS WILL FIND IT
A TREASURE TROVE OF REFERENCES AND CONCEPTUAL TOOLS FOR FURTHER INQUIRY INTO THE ENTANGLEMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
EMPIRE.



ENcoUrRAGES CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT SCIENCE ToDAY

BEYOND HISTORICAL INTEREST, THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE INVITES READERS TO CONSIDER HOW THE
LEGACIES OF IMPERIAL SCIENCE CONTINUE TO SHAPE CONTEMPORARY SCIENTIFIC PRACTICES AND GLOBAL INEQUALITIES. |IT
FOSTERS CRITICAL AWARENESS ABOUT WHOSE KNOWLEDGE COUNTS AND HOW POWER INFLUENCES WHAT IS CONSIDERED
SCIENTIFIC TRUTH.

ExPLORING KEY CASE STUDIES WITHIN THE HANDBOOK

SEVERAL CHAPTERS FOCUS ON PIVOTAL MOMENTS AND REGIONS THAT ILLUSTRATE THE HANDBOOK’S THEMES VIVIDLY. FOR
INSTANCE, THE ROLE OF BOTANICAL GARDENS IN THE CARIBBEAN AND INDIA IS EXAMINED NOT JUST AS SITES OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY
BUT AS INSTRUMENTS OF COLONIAL ECONOMIC POLICY. SIMILARLY, DISCUSSIONS ON MEDICAL SCIENCE TRACE HOW TROPICAL
MEDICINE EMERGED FROM IMPERIAL HEALTH CONCERNS BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO GLOBAL PUBLIC HEALTH PARADIGMS.

MAPPING AND CARTOGRAPHY IN EMPIRE

MAPS WERE MORE THAN JUST NAVIGATIONAL TOOLS, THEY WERE INSTRUMENTS OF IMPERIAL IMAGINATION AND CONTROL. THE
HANDBOOK DELVES INTO CARTOGRAPHIC PRACTICES, SHOWING HOW MAPS SHAPED PERCEPTIONS OF COLONIZED LANDS AND
PEOPLES, ENABLING MILITARY CONQUEST AND RESOURCE EXTRACTION.

ScleNCE AND RACE IN IMPERIAL CONTEXTS

THE PROBLEMATIC INTERSECTION OF SCIENTIFIC RACISM AND EMPIRE IS ADDRESSED WITH NUANCE. CONTRIBUTORS ANALYZE HOW
SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS OF RACE WERE USED TO JUSTIFY UNEQUAL TREATMENT AND HOW THESE IDEAS PERMEATED BOTH
COLONIAL GOVERNANCE AND METROPOLITAN SOCIETIES.

INTEGRATING THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE INTO YOUR
RESEARCH OR STUDY

IF YOU'RE PLANNING TO DIVE INTO THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE, IMPERIALISM, OR POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES, THIS HANDBOOK IS A
MUST-HAVE. T O MAKE THE MOST OF IT:

e APPROACH CHAPTERS THEMATICALLY TO UNDERSTAND SPECIFIC INTERSECTIONS LIKE SCIENCE AND MEDICINE OR
TECHNOLOGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE.
e USE THE EXTENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHIES FOR FURTHER READING AND PRIMARY SOURCES.

® INCORPORATE ITS CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES INTO YOUR OWN ANALYSIS OF HOW SCIENCE OPERATES WITHIN POWER
STRUCTURES.

® REFLECT ON THE CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF HISTORICAL CASE STUDIES TO ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT SCIENCE AND
GLOBAL INEQUALITY.

THE RoUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE IS MORE THAN AN ACADEMIC TEXT, IT IS A VITAL CONVERSATION STARTER
ABOUT THE PAST AND PRESENT OF SCIENCE IN A WORLD SHAPED BY IMPERIAL HISTORIES. WHETHER YOU ARE A SEASONED
SCHOLAR OR A CURIOUS READER, IT OFFERS DEEP INSIGHTS INTO THE ENTANGLED LEGACIES OF KNOWLEDGE AND EMPIRE THAT



CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE OUR WORLD TODAY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT 1s ‘THe RouTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE’ ABOUT?

[T IS A COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION OF ESSAYS THAT EXPLORE THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SCIENCE AND
IMPERIALISM, EXAMINING HOW SCIENTIFIC PRACTICES AND KNOWLEDGE WERE INTERTWINED WITH THE EXPANSION AND
ADMINISTRATION OF EMPIRES.

\W/HO ARE THE EDITORS OF ‘THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE'?

THE HANDBOOK IS EDITED BY EXPERTS IN THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE, TYPICALLY INCLUDING SCHOLARS LIKE
CONSTANCE DEVEREAUX,JIM ENDERSBY, AND OTHERS WHO SPECIALIZE IN THE INTERSECTIONS OF SCIENCE, COLONIALISM, AND
EMPIRE.

WHAT TIME PERIODS DOES ' THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE’
COVER?

THE HANDBOOK COVERS A BROAD HISTORICAL RANGE, FROM THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD THROUGH THE 20TH CENTURY,
ADDRESSING HOW SCIENCE FUNCTIONED WITHIN DIFFERENT IMPERIAL CONTEXTS ACROSS VARIOUS TIMES.

How poEs ‘THE RouTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE’ CONTRIBUTE TO THE
STUDY OF POSTCOLONIAL SCIENCE?

[T PROVIDES CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO HOW SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE WAS USED TO JUSTIFY AND MAINTAIN IMPERIAL CONTROL,
AND HOW POSTCOLONIAL PERSPECTIVES CAN REINTERPRET THESE HISTORIES TO UNDERSTAND THE LEGACY OF EMPIRE IN
CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE.

CAN 'THe RoUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE’ BE USED AS A TEXTBOOK
FOR ACADEMIC COURSES?

YES, IT IS WIDELY USED IN UNIVERSITY COURSES ON HISTORY OF SCIENCE, COLONIAL STUDIES, AND IMPERIAL HISTORY DUE TO
ITS COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE AND CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LEADING SCHOLARS IN THE FIELD.

Does ‘THe RouTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE’ INCLUDE GLOBAL
PERSPECTIVES?

YES, THE HANDBOOK INCLUDES ESSAYS THAT ADDRESS SCIENTIFIC PRACTICES AND IMPERIAL DYNAMICS IN VARIOUS REGIONS
INCLUDING AFRICA, ASIA/ THE AMERICAS, AND OCEANIA, OFFERING A DIVERSE AND GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE ON SCIENCE AND EMPIRE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE: AN IN-DEPTH REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE STANDS AS A PIVOTAL SCHOLARLY RESOURCE THAT INTERROGATES THE
COMPLEX INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION AND IMPERIAL POWER STRUCTURES. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE VOLUME, EDITED BY SCHOLARS WHO SPECIALIZE IN THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE, COLONIAL STUDIES, AND GLOBAL
IMPERIALISM, OFFERS AN EXPANSIVE EXPLORATION OF HOW SCIENCE WAS NOT MERELY A NEUTRAL PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE BUT
OFTEN AN INSTRUMENT OF EMPIRE-BUILDING AND COLONIAL DOMINANCE. FOR ACADEMICS, STUDENTS, AND PROFESSIONALS



INTERESTED IN THE NUANCED RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SCIENCE AND EMPIRE, THIS HANDBOOK PROVIDES AN INDISPENSABLE,
MULTIFACETED PERSPECTIVE.

EXPLORING THE SCOPE AND STRUCTURE OF THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF
SCIENCE AND EMPIRE

AT ITS CORE, THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE FUNCTIONS AS A CRITICAL ANTHOLOGY THAT MAPS THE
HISTORICAL, SOCIOPOLITICAL, AND CULTURAL DIMENSIONS OF SCIENTIFIC PRACTICES WITHIN IMPERIAL CONTEXTS. UNLIKE
TRADITIONAL SCIENTIFIC HISTORIES THAT FOCUS NARROWLY ON DISCOVERIES AND INNOVATIONS, THIS HANDBOOK ADOPTS A
BROADER ANALYTICAL LENS, EMPHASIZING HOW SCIENTIFIC ENDEAVORS WERE EMBEDDED WITHIN COLONIAL ADMINISTRATIONS,
ECONOMIC INTERESTS, AND RACIAL IDEOLOGIES.

THE VOLUME IS ORGANIZED THEMATICALLY AND REGIONALLY, OFFERING READERS A SYSTEMATIC EXPLORATION OF DIVERSE
IMPERIAL SETTINGS—FROM THE BRITISH AND FRENCH EMPIRES TO LESSER-STUDIED COLONIAL POWERS SUCH AS THE DUTCH AND
PORTUGUESE. THIS STRUCTURAL APPROACH ALLOWS FOR COMPARATIVE ANALYSES THAT REVEAL PATTERNS OF KNOWLEDGE
PRODUCTION ACROSS DIFFERENT EMPIRES WHILE ALSO RECOGNIZING UNIQUE LOCAL DYNAMICS.

Key THEMES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

ONE OF THE STANDOUT FEATURES OF THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE IS ITS ENGAGEMENT WITH THE
CONCEPT OF “SCIENTIFIC IMPERIALISM,” WHERE THE ACQUISITION AND CLASSIFICATION OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT COLONIZED
TERRITORIES SERVED TO LEGITIMIZE AND FACILITATE IMPERIAL CONTROL. CONTRIBUTORS EXAMINE HOW DISCIPLINES SUCH AS
BOTANY, ANTHROPOLOGY, GEOLOGY, AND MEDICINE WERE MOBILIZED TO SUPPORT COLONIAL AGENDAS, OFTEN REINFORCING
RACIAL HIERARCHIES AND ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION.

THE HANDBOOK ALSO ADDRESSES THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND THE OFTEN-OVERLOOKED INTERACTIONS
BETWEEN EUROPEAN SCIENTISTS AND LOCAL EXPERTS. THIS INCLUSION CHALLENGES EARLIER EUROCENTRIC NARRATIVES BY
ACKNOWLEDGING THE HYBRID AND CONTESTED NATURE OF KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION DURING THE IMPERIAL ERA.

MOREOVER, THE VOLUME CONFRONTS THE ETHICAL AND EPISTEMOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF SCIENCE UNDER EMPIRE, PROMPTING
READERS TO RECONSIDER THE LEGACIES OF COLONIAL SCIENCE IN CONTEMPORARY KNOWLEDGE PRACTICES AND GLOBAL
INEQUALITIES.

CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO SCIENCE’S ROLE IN IMPERIAL EXPANSION

THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE EXCELS IN CONTEXTUALIZING SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES WITHIN IMPERIAL
EXPANSION, DEMONSTRATING THAT SCIENCE WAS BOTH A TOOL AND A TERRAIN OF EMPIRE. SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITIONS, FOR
INSTANCE, WERE NOT ONLY EXPLORATORY MISSIONS BUT ALSO MECHANISMS FOR RESOURCE EXTRACTION, TERRITORIAL
MAPPING, AND STRATEGIC CONTROL.

THE INTERSECTION OF SCIENCE AND CoLONIAL GOVERNANCE

ONE IMPORTANT SUBTOPIC EXPLORED IS THE INTEGRATION OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE INTO COLONIAL GOVERNANCE
STRUCTURES. THE HANDBOOK ILLUSTRATES HOW SCIENTIFIC DATA INFORMED POLICIES ON LAND USE, AGRICULTURE, PUBLIC
HEALTH, AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT. For EXAMPLE, SURVEYS OF FLORA AND FAUNA OFTEN TRANSLATED INTO AGRICULTURAL
REFORMS OR COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION THAT SHAPED THE ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS OF COLONIAL RULE.

IN ADDITION, MEDICAL SCIENCE PLAYED A DUAL ROLE—ADDRESSING HEALTH CRISES AMONG COLONIZERS WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY
EXPERIMENTING ON AND CONTROLLING INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS. THIS DUALITY HIGHLIGHTS THE AMBIVALENT NATURE OF
SCIENTIFIC INTERVENTIONS UNDER EMPIRE.



Science, RACE, AND IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION

ANOTHER CRITICAL DIMENSION IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCIENCE AND RACIAL IDEOLOGIES. THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF
SCIENCE AND EMPIRE PROVIDES DETAILED ANALYSES OF HOW SCIENTIFIC THEORIES OF RACE WERE DEVELOPED AND EMPLOYED TO
JUSTIFY IMPERIAL HIERARCHIES AND SEGREGATIONIST PRACTICES. ANTHROPOLOGY AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES WERE FREQUENTLY
COMPLICIT IN CONSTRUCTING RACIAL CATEGORIES THAT PERPETUATED STEREOTYPES AND LEGITIMIZED DOMINATION.

FURTHERMORE, THE VOLUME EXPLORES RESISTANCE AND CONTESTATION BY COLONIZED PEOPLES, REVEALING HOW INDIGENOUS
ACTORS NEGOTIATED, SUBVERTED, OR APPROPRIATED SCIENTIFIC DISCOURSES TO ASSERT THEIR AGENCY AND IDENTITIES.

CoMPARATIVE PersPECTIVES AND ReGIONAL CASE STUDIES

THE HANDBOOK’S INCLUSION OF DIVERSE REGIONAL CASE STUDIES ENRICHES ITS ANALYTICAL DEPTH. BY EXAMINING DIFFERENT
IMPERIAL CONTEXTS, IT UNDERSCORES HOW THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SCIENCE AND EMPIRE WERE SHAPED BY SPECIFIC
POLITICAL, CULTURAL, AND ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS.

® BRITISH EMPIRE: THE VOLUME HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF INSTITUTIONS LIKE THE RoYAL BoTANICAL GARDENS AT KEW
AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES IN SHAPING COLONIAL KNOWLEDGE NET\WORKS.

o FRENCH EMPIRE: |T FOCUSES ON SCIENTIFIC MISSIONS IN NORTH AFRICA AND |NDOCHINA, EMPHASIZING THE ENT\WINED
NATURE OF SCIENCE AND ASSIMILATIONIST POLICIES.

¢ DUTCH AND PORTUGUESE EMPIRES: THESE SECTIONS SHED LIGHT ON LESS-STUDIED COLONIAL POWERS, REVEALING
ALTERNATIVE MODELS OF SCIENTIFIC ENGAGEMENT AND IMPERIAL GOVERNANCE.

SUCH COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS NOT ONLY BROADENS THE SCOPE OF INQUIRY BUT ALSO INVITES READERS TO THINK CRITICALLY
ABOUT DOMINANT HISTORIOGRAPHIES AND THE GLOBAL CIRCULATION OF SCIENTIFIC IDEAS.

INTERDISCIPLINARY METHODOLOGIES

THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE IS NOTEWORTHY FOR ITS COMMITMENT TO INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES.
DRAWING FROM HISTORY, ANTHROPOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY, AND SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY STUDIES (STS), CONTRIBUTORS
EMPLOY DIVERSE METHODOLOGIES TO DISSECT THE ENTANGLEMENTS OF SCIENCE AND IMPERIALISM.

THIS INTERDISCIPLINARITY ENHANCES THE HANDBOOK’S APPEAL BEYOND HISTORIANS OF SCIENCE, MAKING IT RELEVANT TO
SCHOLARS IN POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES, POLITICAL SCIENCE, AND CULTURAL STUDIES. THE VOLUME ALSO ENCOURAGES
METHODOLOGICAL REFLEXIVITY, URGING RESEARCHERS TO CONSIDER THEIR OWN POSITIONALITIES WHEN STUDYING THE LEGACIES
OF IMPERIAL SCIENCE.

EVALUATING THE RoUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE: STRENGTHS
AND LIMITATIONS

FROM AN ACADEMIC STANDPOINT, THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE STANDS OUT FOR ITS COMPREHENSIVE
COVERAGE AND CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH COMPLEX THEMES. |TS STRENGTHS INCLUDE:

* DePTH AND BREADTH: THE VOLUME BALANCES DETAILED CASE STUDIES WITH OVERARCHING THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS,
PROVIDING A HOLISTIC UNDERSTANDING OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE.



o DIVERSITY OF PERSPECTIVES: CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SCHOLARS OF DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS AND DISCIPLINES ENRICH THE
ANALYSIS AND CHALLENGE MONOLITHIC NARRATIVES.

o CRITICAL REFLEXIVITY: THE HANDBOOK DOES NOT SHY AWAY FROM INTERROGATING THE ETHICAL DIMENSIONS AND
CONTEMPORARY RAMIFICATIONS OF COLONIAL SCIENCE.

HO\X/EVER, CERTAIN LIMITATIONS EMERGE AS WELL. THE SHEER SCOPE CAN MAKE THE VOLUME DENSE AND CHALLENGING FOR
READERS UNFAMILIAR WITH THE SUBJECT. ADDITIONALLY, WHILE REGIONAL DIVERSITY IS A HIGHLIGHT, SOME REGIONS, SUCH AS
LATIN AMERICA AND PARTS OF ASIA, RECEIVE COMPARATIVELY LESS ATTENTION, POTENTIALLY LIMITING THE GLOBAL
COMPREHENSIVENESS OF THE \WORK.

PrRACTICAL V ALUE FOR RESEARCHERS AND EDUCATORS

For RESEARCHERS, THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE SERVES AS A CRUCIAL REFERENCE POINT FOR FURTHER
STUDIES ON COLONIAL SCIENCE AND ITS AFTERMATH. | TS ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND CROSS-REFERENCED CHAPTERS
FACILITATE DEEP DIVES INTO SPECIALIZED TOPICS.

EDUCATORS CAN ALSO LEVERAGE THIS HANDBOOK TO DESIGN COURSES ON THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE, EMPIRE, OR GLOBAL
KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS. |ITS ACCESSIBLE YET SCHOLARLY PROSE MAKES IT SUITABLE FOR ADVANCED UNDERGRADUATE AND
GRADUATE STUDENTS.

IN THE CONTEXT OF ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT DECOLONIZING SCIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE INSTITUTIONS, THIS HANDBOOK OFFERS
VALUABLE HISTORICAL INSIGHTS THAT INFORM CONTEMPORARY POLICY AND ACADEMIC REFORM EFFORTS.

THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF SCIENCE AND EMPIRE ULTIMATELY CHALLENGES READERS TO RETHINK THE SEEMINGLY OBJECTIVE
NATURE OF SCIENCE BY PLACING IT WITHIN THE FRAUGHT HISTORIES OF EMPIRE AND COLONIALISM. THROUGH ITS METICULOUS
SCHOLARSHIP AND BROAD ANALYTICAL REACH, IT REMAINS A CORNERSTONE TEXT IN UNDERSTANDING HOW KNOWLEDGE AND
POWER HAVE BEEN HISTORICALLY INTERTWINED ON A GLOBAL SCALE.
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the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Routledge Handbook of Science and
Empire Andrew Goss, 2021-07-05 The Routledge Handbook of Science and Empire introduces
readers to important new research in the field of science and empire. This compilation of inquiry
into the inextricably intertwined history of science and empire reframes the field, showing that one
could not have grown without the other. The volume expands the history of science through careful
attention to connections, exchanges, and networks beyond the scientific institutions of Europe and
the United States. These 27 original essays by established scholars and new talent examine:
scientific and imperial disciplines, networks of science, scientific practice within empires, and
decolonised science. The chapters cover a wide range of disciplines, from anthropology and
psychiatry to biology and geology. There is global coverage, with essays about China, Southeast
Asia, the Pacific, Australia and New Zealand, India, the Middle East, Russia, the Arctic, and North
and South America. Specialised essays cover Jesuit science, natural history collecting, energy
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systems, and science in UNESCO. With authoritative chapters by leading scholars, this is a guiding
resource for all scholars of empire and science. Free of jargon and with clearly written essays, the
handbook is a valuable path to further inquiry for any student of the history of science and empire.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Routledge Handbook of Science,
Technology, and Society Daniel Lee Kleinman, Kelly Moore, 2014-06-05 Over the last decade or
so, the field of science and technology studies (STS) has become an intellectually dynamic
interdisciplinary arena. Concepts, methods, and theoretical perspectives are being drawn both from
long-established and relatively young disciplines. From its origins in philosophical and political
debates about the creation and use of scientific knowledge, STS has become a wide and deep space
for the consideration of the place of science and technology in the world, past and present. The
Routledge Handbook of Science, Technology and Society seeks to capture the dynamism and
breadth of the field by presenting work that pushes the reader to think about science and technology
and their intersections with social life in new ways. The interdisciplinary contributions by
international experts in this handbook are organized around six topic areas: embodiment consuming
technoscience digitization environments science as work rules and standards This volume highlights
a range of theoretical and empirical approaches to some of the persistent - and new - questions in
the field. It will be useful for students and scholars throughout the social sciences and humanities,
including in science and technology studies, history, geography, critical race studies, sociology,
communications, women’s and gender studies, anthropology, and political science.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Routledge Handbook of the
Political Economy of Science David Tyfield, Rebecca Lave, Samuel Randalls, Charles Thorpe,
2017-04-28 The political economy of research and innovation (R&I) is one of the central issues of the
early twenty-first century. ‘Science’ and ‘innovation’ are increasingly tasked with driving and
reshaping a troubled global economy while also tackling multiple, overlapping global challenges,
such as climate change or food security, global pandemics or energy security. But responding to
these demands is made more complicated because R&I themselves are changing. Today, new global
patterns of R&I are transforming the very structures, institutions and processes of science and
innovation, and with it their claims about desirable futures. Our understanding of R&I needs to
change accordingly. Responding to this new urgency and uncertainty, this handbook presents a
pioneering selection of the growing body of literature that has emerged in recent years at the
intersection of science and technology studies and political economy. The central task for this
research has been to expose important but consequential misconceptions about the political
economy of R&I and to build more insightful approaches. This volume therefore explores the
complex interrelations between R&I (both in general and in specific fields) and political economies
across a number of key dimensions from health to environment, and universities to the military. The
Routledge Handbook of the Political Economy of Science offers a unique collection of texts across a
range of issues in this burgeoning and important field from a global selection of top scholars. The
handbook is essential reading for students interested in the political economy of science, technology
and innovation. It also presents succinct and insightful summaries of the state of the art for more
advanced scholars.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Routledge Handbook of
Transregional Studies Matthias Middell, 2018-11-08 The Routledge Handbook of Transregional
Studies brings together the various fields within which transregional phenomena are scientifically
observed and analysed. This handbook presents the theoretical and methodological potential of such
studies for the advancement of the conceptualization of global and area-bound developments.
Following three decades of intense debate about globalization and transnationalism, it has become
clear that border-crossing connections and interactions between societies are highly important, yet
not all extend beyond the borders of nation-states or are of truly world-wide reach. The product of
extensive international and interdisciplinary cooperation, this handbook is divided into ten sections
that introduce the wide variety of topics within transregional studies, including Colonialism and
Post-Colonial Studies, Spatial Formats, International Organizations, Religions and Religious



Movements, and Transregional Studies and Narratives of Globalization. Recognizing that
transregional studies asks about the space-making and space-formatting character of connections as
well as the empirical status of such connections under the global condition, the volume reaches
beyond the typical confines of area and regional studies to consider how areas are transcended and
transformed more widely. Combining case studies with both theoretical and methodological
considerations, The Routledge Handbook of Transregional Studies provides the first overview of the
currently flourishing field of transregional studies and is the ideal volume for students and scholars
of this diverse subject and its related fields. The Open Access version of this book, available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Cambridge Companion to John
Herschel Stephen Case, Lukas M. Verburgt, 2024-05-02 It has been said that being scientific in
Victorian England meant to be as much like John Herschel as possible. This volume shows readers
what it meant to be John Herschel (1792-1871), one of England's most prominent polymaths.
Drawing on his published oeuvre and recent scholarship, as well as an immense amount of surviving
archival material and correspondence, these essays present the first ever comprehensive account of
Herschel's life, work, and legacy. From mathematics and astronomy, to philosophy and politics, the
volume sheds new light on his crucial role in the history of Victorian science and explores a wide
array of issues in the history of nineteenth-century culture, philosophy, mathematics, and beyond.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Meteorology in Nineteenth-Century
Society Aitor Anduaga, 2025-10-20 This four-volume set of thematically focused and curated
primary sources examines meteorology in nineteenth-century society. Knowing the history of
meteorology and climatology since their inception as physical sciences in the nineteenth century is
fundamental to understanding the causes and historical patterns of the severe weather and climate
change that greatly preoccupy today’s society. Thematically focused collections of primary sources
support the research and study needs not only of scholars, but also graduate and postgraduate
students. To this end, the volumes contextualize and explain the contents of these sources. The
collection brings together the most relevant themes in current scholarship: weather forecasting and
nation-state building; cyclones, trade, and navigation; meteorology and religion; and weather,
climate, and empire.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Research Handbook on the Sociology of
Knowledge Fran Collyer, 2025-07-15 This timely Handbook celebrates and contributes to the recent
revitalisation of the sociology of knowledge. A diverse group of leading experts from the global
North and South provide a state of the art overview of a field, which is developing rapidly with the
growth of poststructuralist, postcolonial, and feminist approaches.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: José Celestino Mutis and Newtonianism
in New Granada, 1762-1808 Sebastian Molina-Betancur, 2023-06-17 This book presents the
process of circulation and adoption of Newtonianism in the Viceroyalty of New Granada (modern-day
Colombia) in the eighteenth century by examining José Celestino Mutis’s lectures at the Colegio del
Rosario between the 1760s and 1770s. Mostly famous for his botanical activities as director of the
botanical expedition, Mutis lectured the first course of mathematics ever created in New Granada on
his arrival in Bogota in 1762, in which he included several lectures on physics that encompassed
multiple aspects of his interpretation of Newton’s experimental physics.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Natuurkundige Commissie in the
Netherlands Indies (1820-1850) Pieter van Wingerden, 2025-04-14 The Natuurkundige Commissie
in the Netherlands Indies was one of the largest state-sponsored colonial collecting endeavours of
the early nineteenth-century world. As a result, the newly founded ’s Rijks Museum van Natuurlijke
Historie (present-day Naturalis Biodiversity Center in Leiden) was filled with countless specimens.
The Commissie consisted of thirty naturalists and was active for thirty years (1820-1850). This book
shows how its stakeholders had different objectives that evolved over time: what started as a
collection vehicle to showcase the ‘glory’ of the Dutch colonial empire became a useful surveying




tool for the Indies government. This volume is the first detailed study of the Commissie in English. It
tells the story of naturalists from the Netherlands, France, and German-speaking lands and of
countless indigenous people working alongside the Commissie as knowledge brokers, hunters,
preparators, and porters. This long overlooked indigenous contribution to European knowledge was
both substantial and fundamental.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: History of Intellectual Culture 3/2024
Charlotte A. Lerg, Johan Ostling, Jana Weils, Anne Kwaschik, Claudia Roesch, 2024-10-21 The third
issue of the yearbook History of Intellectual Culture (HIC) devotes a thematic section to
experimental spaces for knowledge production. The articles in this section investigate the role of
experimental environments as sites for knowledge production during the long nineteenth century,
thereby extending the scope beyond the confines of traditional academic institutions such as
academies, laboratories, and universities. By focusing on intentional communities, colonial gardens,
agricultural colonies, and artistic colonies as experimental spaces, the authors investigate the
intertwined social, natural, and aesthetic aspects of environments. An overarching aim is to develop
a distinct perspective rooted in the history of knowledge, wherein experiments are conceptualized
both as a category employed by the historical actors and as a methodological concept. In addition,
the third issue comprises several individual papers covering a wide range of topics, stretching from
the U.S. patent system in the 1930s and anti-intellectualism in interwar Britain to the cultural
translation of knowledge in the wake of the Holocaust and the circulation of economic knowledge in
postwar Sweden. The issue also contains several theoretical, historiographical, and methodological
interventions and reflections, including a conversation on decolonizing knowledge in academia and
beyond.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Climate, Science and Society Zeke Baker,
Tamar Law, Mark Vardy, Stephen Zehr, 2023-12-13 Climate, Science and Society: A Primer makes
cutting-edge research on climate change accessible to student readers. The primer consists of 37
short chapters organized within 11 parts written by Science and Technology Studies (STS) and other
social science scholars. It covers a range of key topics including communication, justice and
inequality, climate policy, and energy transitions, situating each one within the context of STS
studies. Each reading translates a focused area of climate change research into short, accessible,
and lively prose. Chapter authors open debates where relevant, consider policy implications, critique
existing areas of research, and otherwise situate their reading within a larger body of research
relevant to climate change courses. Designed as a jumping-off point for further exploration, this
innovative book will be essential reading for students studying climate change, STS, environmental
sociology, and environmental sciences. The Open Access version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Certification of Insanity Filippo
Maria Sposini, 2023-11-30 This book represents the first systematic study of the certification of
lunacy in the British Empire. Considering a variety of legal, archival, and published sources, it traces
the origins and dissemination of a peculiar method for determining mental unsoundness defined as
the ‘Victorian system’. Shaped by the dynamics surrounding the clandestine committal of wealthy
Londoners in private madhouses, this system featured three distinctive tenets: standardized forms,
independent medical examinations, and written facts of insanity. Despite their complexity, Victorian
certificates achieved a remarkable success. Not only did they survive in the UK for more than a
century, but they also served as a model for the development of mental health laws around the
world. By the start of the Second World War, more than seventy colonial and non-colonial
jurisdictions adopted the Victorian formula for making lunacy official with some countries still
relying on it to this very day. Using case studies from Europe, the Americas, and the Pacific, this
book charts the temporal and geographical trajectory of an imperial technology used to determine a
person’s destiny. Shifting the focus from metropolitan policies to colonial dynamics, and from macro
developments to micro histories, it explores the perspectives of families, doctors, and public officials



as they began to deal with the delicate business of certification. This book will be of interest to
scholars working on mental health policy, the history of medicine, disability studies, and the British
Empire.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: India and the Early Modern World Jagjeet
Lally, 2023-12-20 India and the Early Modern World provides an authoritative and wide-ranging
survey of the Indian subcontinent over the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries, set within a global
context. This book explores questions critical to our understanding of early modern India. How, for
instance, were Indians’ religious beliefs, their ways of life, and the horizons of their learning
changing over this period? What was happening in the countryside and towns, to culture and the
arts, and to the state and its power? Were such experiences comparable or linked to those in other
parts of the world? Can we speak of a global early modernity, therefore, within which India played
an important role? Organised thematically, each chapter engages with such key issues, debates, and
concepts, covering wide ground as it connects, compares, and contrasts developments witnessed
across early modern South Asia to those around the globe. Drawing on the fruits of research in
numerous fields over the past fifty years and rich in detail, India and the Early Modern World is a
pathbreaking volume written engagingly and accessibly with scholars, students, and non-specialists
in mind.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Imperial Weather Fiona Williamson,
2025-04-29 Tropical weather in colonial Malaya presented an unknown atmosphere that manifested
in extremes and uncertainties. From 1840 to 1940, the Indigenous landscapes of Singapore and
Penang Islands were altered in ways that will never be reclaimed, the natural ecology of much of the
peninsula forever changed by the British colonial government. With this book, Fiona Williamson
revisits the fraught relationship between climate, weather science, and empire within the Straits
Settlements in the long nineteenth century. Her book examines official and scientific responses to
local weathers within the multicultural ports and peripheries of Singapore and George Town,
Malaysia. The challenges of creating a livable environment in tropical conditions, she explains,
frequently pushed the colonial government beyond its capacities, and solutions often came at the
expense of nature, which, ironically, made managing the weather more problematic. Imperial
Weather offers a deep exploration of various official attempts to understand and apply structure to
the previously unknown or uncontrollable through knowledge gathering, institutionalization, and
technological and infrastructural change. Drawing from the history of science—especially the history
of meteorology—and environmental history, it explores the multiple interests, capacities, and
capabilities at play, including the state of scientific knowledge and the economy, funding, and
importantly, socioenvironmental needs and practicalities.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: 3D Research Challenges in Cultural
Heritage IV Marinos loannides, Giovanni Issini, Daniel Oliveira, 2025-08-15 This open access book
presents a collection of papers focusing on a range of digital technologies and their use in the
protection and restoration of cultural heritage. Digital tools - from 3D scanning and photogrammetry
to Heritage Building Information Modeling (HBIM), Digital Twins, and Extended Reality (XR) - are
transforming the way we understand and care for tangible heritage. These technologies are applied
to both record the physical form and material conditions of a site and to permit simulations of
deterioration, design interventions, and careful reconstruction. A central theme of this volume is
post-disaster restoration and how the scientific and technical aspects of restoration can be made
accessible to a broader audience through innovative visualizations, interactive platforms and
storytelling. Digital tools should not only serve experts but also allow the public to participate both
on-site and remotely via the web. This book advocates a holistic approach to heritage management,
combining cutting-edge technology with local knowledge, risk analysis with creative reuse, and
positioning the act of restoration as a bridge connecting the past, present and future.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Everyday Islamic Law and the Making of
Modern South Asia Elizabeth Lhost, 2025-02-20 Beginning in the late eighteenth century, British
rule transformed the relationship between law, society, and the state in South Asia. But qazis and




mulftis, alongside ordinary people without formal training in law, fought back as the colonial system
in India sidelined Islamic legal experts. They petitioned the East India Company for employment,
lobbied imperial legislators for recognition, and built robust institutions to serve their communities.
By bringing legal debates into the public sphere, they resisted the colonial state’s authority over
personal law and rejected legal codification by embracing flexibility and possibility. With postcards,
letters, and telegrams, they made everyday Islamic law vibrant and resilient and challenged the
hegemony of the Anglo-Indian legal system. Following these developments from the beginning of the
Raj through independence, Elizabeth Lhost rejects narratives of stagnation and decline to show how
an unexpected coterie of scholars, practitioners, and ordinary individuals negotiated the contests
and challenges of colonial legal change. The rich archive of unpublished fatwa files, gazi notebooks,
and legal documents they left behind chronicles their efforts to make Islamic law relevant for
everyday life, even beyond colonial courtrooms and the confines of family law. Lhost shows how
ordinary Muslims shaped colonial legal life and how their diversity and difference have contributed
to contemporary debates about religion, law, pluralism, and democracy in South Asia and beyond.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Mapping the Posthuman Grant Hamilton,
Carolyn Lau, 2023-12-22 This book works to delineate some of the major routes by which science
and art intersect. Structured according to the origin myths of the posthuman that continue to shape
the idea of the human in our technological modernity, this volume gives space to narratives of
alter-modernity that resonate with Ursula K. Le Guin’s call for a new kind of story which exposes the
violence and exploitation driven by a sustained belief in human exceptionalism, anthropocentrism,
and cultural superiority. In this context, the posthuman myths of multispecies flourishing given in
this collection, which are situated across a range of historical times and locations, and media and
modalities, are to be thought of as kernels of possible futures that can only be realized through
collective endeavour.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Routledge Handbook of Feminist
Philosophy of Science Sharon Crasnow, Kristen Intemann, 2020-11-30 The Routledge Handbook of
Feminist Philosophy of Science is a comprehensive resource for feminist thinking about and in the
sciences. Its 33 chapters were written exclusively for this Handbook by a group of leading
international philosophers as well as scholars in gender studies, women'’s studies, psychology,
economics, and political science. The chapters of the Handbook are organized into four main parts:
I. Hidden Figures and Historical Critique II. Theoretical Frameworks III. Key Concepts and Issues
IV. Feminist Philosophy of Science in Practice. The chapters in this extensive, fourth part examine
the relevance of feminist philosophical thought for a range of scientific and professional disciplines,
including biology and biomedical sciences; psychology, cognitive science, and neuroscience; the
social sciences; physics; and public policy. The Handbook gives a snapshot of the current state of
feminist philosophy of science, allowing students and other newcomers to get up to speed quickly in
the subfield and providing a handy reference for many different kinds of researchers.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: Race and the Scottish Enlightenment
Linda Andersson Burnett, Bruce Buchan, 2025-08-19 How colonialism shaped the Scottish
Enlightenment's conception of race and humanity In the decades after 1750, an increasing number
of former medical students from the University of Edinburgh construed humanity as a subject of
both intellectual curiosity and colonial interest. They drew on a shared educational background,
blending medicine with natural history and moral philosophy, in a range of encounters with
non-European and Indigenous peoples across the globe whom they began to classify as races.
Focusing on a surprising number of these understudied students, this book reveals the gradual
predominance of race in Scottish Enlightenment thought. Teaching provided a toolbox of concepts
and theories for students who went on to careers as military and naval surgeons, colonial
administrators, and natural historians. While some, such as Mungo Park--who traveled in Africa--are
well known, many others such as the long-term residents in the Russian Empire, Matthew Guthrie
and his wife, Maria Guthrie, or the Caribbean botanist Alexander Anderson are less remembered.
Among this group were those such as the Pacific traveler Archibald Menzies and the



circumnavigator of Australia, Robert Brown, who are known primarily as botanists rather than as
ethnographers. Together they formed a global network of colonial travelers and natural historians
sharing a common educational background and a growing interest in race.

the routledge handbook of science and empire: The Cambridge History of Science:
Volume 8, Modern Science in National, Transnational, and Global Context Hugh Richard
Slotten, Ronald L. Numbers, David N. Livingstone, 2020-04-09 This volume in the highly respected
Cambridge History of Science series is devoted to exploring the history of modern science using
national, transnational, and global frames of reference. Organized by topic and culture, its essays by
distinguished scholars offer the most comprehensive and up-to-date nondisciplinary history of
modern science currently available. Essays are grouped together in separate sections that represent
larger regions: Europe, Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, East and Southeast Asia, the United
States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Oceania, and Latin America. Each of these regional
groupings ends with a separate essay reflecting on the analysis in the preceding chapters. Intended
to provide a balanced and inclusive treatment of the modern world, contributors analyze the history
of science not only in local, national, and regional contexts but also with respect to the circulation of
knowledge, tools, methods, people, and artifacts across national borders.
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