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walter benjamin on the concept of history is a fascinating topic that continues to provoke deep reflection
among historians, philosophers, and cultural theorists alike. His approach to history challenges traditional
narratives and offers a critical lens through which we can reconsider how the past is remembered,
recorded, and interpreted. Rather than viewing history as a linear progression of events or a mere
chronicle of facts, Benjamin invites us to think of history as a dynamic, fractured, and contested field,

shaped by power, memory, and ideology.

Walter Benjamin’s Historical Materialism: Rethinking Time and Progress

One of the core ideas in Walter Benjamin’s philosophy of history is his critique of historical materialism.
Unlike orthodox Marxist views that depict history as an inevitable march toward progress and
emancipation, Benjamin offers a more nuanced understanding of historical time. He challenges the notion of
history as a continuous, homogeneous flow, suggesting instead that history is made up of “moments of

danger” — discontinuous events where the past and present collide.

Benjamin’s concept of “dialectical images” plays a crucial role here. These images are snapshots that reveal
the contradictions of historical moments, allowing us to see history not as a smooth narrative but as a series
of ruptures and breaks. This approach encourages historians and readers to engage actively with history,

recognizing that the past is never fully settled or objective.

The Angel of History: A Powerful Metaphor

One of the most iconic symbols associated with Walter Benjamin on the concept of history is the “Angel of
History,” a metaphor he introduces in his famous “Theses on the Philosophy of History.” The angel faces
the past, witnessing the wreckage of what has occurred, while being propelled forward into the future by

a storm called “progress.”

This image captures Benjamin’s skepticism about the idea of progress as an inherently positive force.
Instead of seeing history as a steady improvement, the angel sees catastrophe — the accumulation of
disasters, injustices, and suffering. This metaphor invites us to reconsider how progress is narrated and at

whose expense it comes.



History as a Construct: Memory, Power, and Ideology

For Walter Benjamin, history is not a neutral recounting of facts but a construct deeply influenced by who
controls the narrative. This perspective aligns with his broader interest in ideology and power structures.
The “victors write history” is a familiar phrase, but Benjamin pushes this further by highlighting how

dominant ideologies shape collective memory, often erasing marginalized voices.

This insight has profound implications for contemporary historians and cultural critics. It urges us to
question official histories and to seek out alternative narratives that might have been suppressed or
forgotten. Benjamin’s work encourages a more ethical and critical engagement with the past, emphasizing

the importance of memory as a site of struggle.

The Role of the Historian: Awakening the Past

Walter Benjamin’s approach places significant responsibility on the historian or the interpreter of history.
Rather than passively documenting events, historians are called to “awaken” the past — to bring forward

suppressed stories and to challenge the myths of inevitable progress or national destiny.

This awakening is not simply academic; it has political and ethical dimensions. By revealing the hidden
connections between past injustices and present conditions, historians can contribute to social change.
Benjamin’s work inspires a form of history writing that is activist in nature, one that seeks to interrupt

complacency and provoke critical thought.

The Influence of Technology and Media on History

Another aspect closely related to Walter Benjamin on the concept of history is his engagement with
modern technology and media. In his essay “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,”
Benjamin explores how new forms of media—photography, film, and later mass communication—transform

how history is experienced and understood.
Mechanical reproduction breaks the “aura” of unique historical artifacts by making them widely accessible,
but it also changes their meaning and function. This shift democratizes history in some ways but also risks

detaching historical experience from its original context. Benjamin’s insights here remain relevant today as

we navigate digital archives, social media, and the rapid dissemination of historical images and narratives.

Practical Insights from Walter Benjamin on the Concept of History

For anyone interested in history, philosophy, or cultural studies, Walter Benjamin’s approach offers several



valuable takeaways:

- *¥*Question dominant narratives**: Always consider whose story is being told and whose is missing.

- ¥ ook for the “dialectical images™*: Seek moments where contradictions and tensions in history become
visible.

- ¥Be aware of the politics of memory**: Understand how collective memory shapes identity and power
relations.

- ¥Recognize the role of technology**: Reflect on how new media influence the way history is recorded
and consumed.

- ¥Engage critically with the past®*: History is not just about what happened but about how we interpret

and use those events today.

Walter Benjamin’s Legacy in Contemporary Historical Thought

The impact of Walter Benjamin on the concept of history is evident in various fields, from critical theory to
cultural studies and historiography. His ideas have inspired scholars to adopt more critical, interdisciplinary

approaches that incorporate philosophy, politics, and aesthetics into historical analysis.

Moreover, Benjamin’s emphasis on the fragmentary and contested nature of history resonates strongly in
today’s pluralistic and globalized world. As historians grapple with competing narratives—whether related
to colonialism, social justice, or cultural memory—Benjamin’s work remains a guiding light, reminding us

that history is never fixed but always open to reinterpretation.

In the end, engaging with Walter Benjamin on the concept of history is an invitation to move beyond
passive acceptance of the past. It encourages a deeper, more critical, and more compassionate understanding

of how history shapes our present and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Walter Benjamin and why is he significant in the study of
history?

Walter Benjamin was a German Jewish philosopher and cultural critic known for his influential ideas on
history, culture, and modernity. He is significant in the study of history for his critical approach to
historiography and his concept of history as a construct shaped by power and ideology rather than a linear,

objective narrative.



What is Walter Benjamin's main argument in his essay 'On the Concept
of History'?

In 'On the Concept of History," Walter Benjamin argues against the traditional, progress-oriented view of
history. He proposes that history should be understood as a collection of moments that can be 'redeemed' or
reinterpreted to serve the present, emphasizing the need to recognize the oppressed and marginalized

perspectives rather than the dominant historical narrative.

How does Walter Benjamin's concept of history challenge traditional
historiography?

Benjamin challenges traditional historiography by rejecting the idea of history as a continuous, inevitable
progress. Instead, he views history as fragmented and shaped by the victors' perspective. He introduces the
idea of 'historical materialism," where history is viewed through the lens of material conditions and power

relations, advocating for a critical, dialectical approach to understanding the past.

‘What role does the 'Angel of History' play in Walter Benjamin's concept
of history?

The "Angel of History' is a metaphor used by Benjamin to illustrate his concept of history. The angel looks
back at the past and sees a continuous pile of wreckage and catastrophe, representing the suffering and
destruction ignored by traditional historical narratives. This image highlights Benjamin's view that history

should acknowledge these tragedies rather than celebrate progress uncritically.

How does Walter Benjamin's concept of history influence contemporary
historical and cultural studies?

Benjamin's concept of history has significantly influenced contemporary historical and cultural studies by
encouraging critical examination of dominant narratives and emphasizing the perspectives of marginalized
groups. His ideas inspire approaches that focus on memory, trauma, and the political implications of

historiography, fostering a more nuanced and inclusive understanding of the past.

Additional Resources

‘Walter Benjamin on the Concept of History: A Critical Exploration

walter benjamin on the concept of history offers a profound and nuanced perspective that continues to
influence contemporary historiography, philosophy, and cultural theory. As a German-Jewish philosopher
and cultural critic active during the early 20th century, Benjamin’s reflections on history challenge

traditional narratives and reveal the ideological underpinnings embedded in historical representation. His



approach, especially as articulated in his seminal essay "Theses on the Philosophy of History," remains a
crucial reference point for scholars grappling with the complexities of historical memory, historical

materialism, and the politics of historiography.

Reframing History: Walter Benjamin’s Critical Perspective

At the core of Walter Benjamin’s concept of history lies a radical rethinking of how history should be
understood and narrated. Contrary to the conventional view of history as a linear, objective progression
toward progress or enlightenment, Benjamin critiques the historicist approach for its complacency and
complicity with dominant power structures. He argues that history, as traditionally told, often serves to

legitimize the present order by presenting the past as a continuous, inevitable sequence of events.

Benjamin’s critique is embedded in his broader philosophical commitment to dialectical materialism,
influenced by Marxism but distinct in its method and emphasis. For Benjamin, historical knowledge is not
merely about accumulating facts but involves an active, critical engagement with the past that seeks to
uncover suppressed and forgotten narratives. His famous metaphor of the "angel of history," who looks
backward at the wreckage of progress piling up behind him, encapsulates his view that history is marked

by catastrophe and violence rather than unbroken advancement.

The “Theses on the Philosophy of History”: Key Insights

Benjamin’s 1940 text, "Theses on the Philosophy of History," remains a cornerstone for understanding his
concept of history. In these theses, he presents several provocative ideas that disrupt traditional

historiography:

Critique of Historicism: Benjamin condemns historicism for treating history as a neutral, continuous

process and for ignoring the political stakes in historical interpretation.

The Concept of “Jetztzeit” (Now-Time): He introduces the idea of "Jetztzeit," a moment of historical

rupture where past and present intersect, allowing for revolutionary potential to reinterpret history.

¢ Memory and Redemption: Benjamin insists that historical materialism must engage in a
"redemptive" project—bringing to light the suppressed experiences of the oppressed and linking past

struggles to contemporary emancipatory efforts.

History as Montage: Instead of a linear narrative, history should be approached as a montage of

fragments, images, and moments that resist totalizing narratives.



This framework rejects the teleological assumptions of classical history and opens the door to a more

pluralistic and critical understanding of the past.

Contrasting Benjamin with Traditional Historiography

To fully grasp the significance of Walter Benjamin on the concept of history, it is essential to compare his
ideas with those of traditional historiography. Classical history often emphasizes continuity, causality, and
the idea of progress, rooted in Enlightenment thought. It tends to portray historical development as rational

and cumulative, assuming an objective stance akin to scientific inquiry.

Benjamin’s approach diverges sharply here. He distrusts the notion of objective history, arguing that
history is always written from a perspective influenced by power and ideology. Where traditional
historians might focus on political events, great leaders, or nation-building, Benjamin turns attention to the
experiences of marginalized groups, the ruins of history, and the "dialectical images" that disrupt dominant

narratives.

Moreover, Benjamin’s emphasis on historical memory contrasts with the positivist method prevalent in
19th and early 20th-century historiography. By valuing memory and the symbolic meanings of history,
Benjamin anticipates later developments in cultural history and memory studies, where history is seen as a

contested terrain shaped by collective remembrance and forgetting.

Historical Materialism and the Role of the Historian

Benjamin’s concept of history is inextricably linked to his notion of historical materialism. Unlike traditional
Marxist historiography, which often sought to establish deterministic laws of historical development,
Benjamin introduces a more nuanced and interpretative form of materialism. He advocates for a historian’s
role not as a passive chronicler but as an active interpreter who brings the past into dialogue with the

present.

This interpretative act involves recognizing the "constellation” of historical moments, where past events
gain new meaning when seen from a contemporary vantage point. Benjamin’s call to "brush history against
the grain" encourages historians to excavate the voices and experiences that dominant narratives have
silenced. This approach seeks to democratize history by recognizing the agency of the oppressed and the

potential for historical knowledge to inform social justice.

Implications and Influence of Benjamin’s Historical Thought

Walter Benjamin’s reflections on the concept of history have had far-reaching implications beyond



academic philosophy or historiography. His ideas resonate strongly in fields such as cultural studies, critical
theory, and even political activism. By emphasizing the contingency and constructed nature of historical

narratives, Benjamin challenges societies to reconsider their collective memories and identities.

For example, Benjamin’s notion of "Jetztzeit" has been influential in understanding moments of crisis as
opportunities for radical change. This insight has been adopted in contemporary discourses around social
movements, where activists seek to reclaim history as a tool for empowerment rather than domination.
Additionally, Benjamin’s critique of progress as a narrative masking catastrophe invites a reconsideration of

modernity and its discontents. In an era marked by ecological crises and social upheavals, his skepticism

toward linear progress encourages more reflective and critical historical consciousness.

Pros and Cons of Benjamin’s Approach

e Pros:

[¢]

Offers a critical lens to uncover marginalized histories.

[¢]

Challenges dominant ideological narratives that justify oppression.

o Encourages active engagement with the past to inform present struggles.

o Inspires interdisciplinary approaches combining philosophy, history, and cultural analysis.

e Cons:

o Benjamin’s dense and aphoristic style can be difficult to interpret and apply.

o The rejection of linearity may complicate constructing coherent historical narratives.

o His emphasis on rupture and discontinuity might risk relativism or skepticism about historical

knowledge.

Despite these challenges, Benjamin’s contribution remains vital for those seeking to understand history’s

role in shaping social realities.



Walter Benjamin’s Legacy in Contemporary Historical Thought

The enduring relevance of Walter Benjamin on the concept of history is evident in how contemporary
scholars continue to engage with his work. His ideas prefigure many postmodern critiques of grand
narratives and have been foundational in the emergence of memory studies, trauma theory, and critical
historiography. Institutions and academic circles often reference Benjamin when addressing how history

intersects with culture, politics, and ideology.

Moreover, Benjamin’s insights have practical ramifications for how museums, archives, and educators
approach history. His emphasis on the fragmentary and contested nature of historical knowledge

encourages more inclusive and critical public histories that recognize diverse perspectives.

In the digital age, where information is abundant but often fragmented, Benjamin’s notion of history as
montage gains new significance. The challenge remains to navigate historical data critically, avoiding

simplistic or hegemonic interpretations, much in the spirit of Benjamin’s original critique.
Walter Benjamin’s concept of history invites ongoing reflection on the ways the past is constructed,

remembered, and mobilized. His work stands as a reminder that history is never neutral—it is a

battleground of meaning, power, and possibility.
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walter benjamin on the concept of history: Walter Benjamin and History Andrew
Benjamin, 2005-12-01 Walter Benjamin's collection of fragments, Theses on the Philosophy of
History, play a determining role in how his thought is understood, as well as in the debate about the
interplay between politics, history and time. Walter Benjamin and History is the first volume to give
access to the themes and problems raised by the Theses, providing valuable exegetical and historical
work on the text. The essays collected here are all the work of noted Benjamin scholars, and pursue
the themes central to the Theses.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Fire Alarm Michael Lowy, 2016-10-11
Revolutionary critic of the philosophy of progress, nostalgic of the past yet dreaming of the future,
romantic partisan of materialism - Walter Benjamin is in every sense of the word an unclassifiable
philosopher. His essay On the Concept of History was written in a state of urgency, as he attempted
to escape the Gestapo in 1940, before finally committing suicide. In this scrupulous, clear and
fascinating examination of this essay, Michael Lwy argues that it remains one of the most important
philosophical and political writings of the twentieth century. Looking in detail at Benjamin's
celebrated but often mysterious text, and restoring the philosophical, theological and political
context, Lwy highlights the complex relationship between redemption and revolution in Benjamin's
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philosophy of history.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: On the Concept of History Walter Benjamin,
2016-08-21 On The Concept of History is a politics & social sciences essay written by German
philosopher and social science critic Walter Benjamin. On The Concept of History is one of Walter
Benjamin's best known, and most controversial works. The politics & social sciences essay is
composed of twenty numbered paragraphs in which Benjamin uses poetic and scientific analogies to
present a critique of historicism. Walter Benjamin wrote the brief essay shortly before attempting to
escape from Vichy France, where French collaborationist government officials were handing over
Jewish refugees like Walter Benjamin to the Nazi Gestapo. Walter Benjamin completed On The
Concept of History before fleeing to Spain where he unfortunately committed suicide. Benjamin's
work is often required textbook reading in various subjects such as humanities, philosophy, and
politics & social sciences.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Fire Alarm Michael Lowy, 2016-10-04 This
illuminating study of Benjamin’s final essay helps unlock the mystery of this great philosopher
Revolutionary critic of the philosophy of progress, nostalgic of the past yet dreaming of the future,
romantic partisan of materialism—Walter Benjamin is in every sense of the word an “unclassifiable”
philosopher. His essay “On the Concept of History” was written in a state of urgency, as he
attempted to escape the Gestapo in 1940, before finally committing suicide. In this scrupulous, clear
and fascinating examination of this essay, Michael Lowy argues that it remains one of the most
important philosophical and political writings of the twentieth century. Looking in detail at
Benjamin’s celebrated but often mysterious text, and restoring the philosophical, theological and
political context, Lowy highlights the complex relationship between redemption and revolution in
Benjamin’s philosophy of history.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Totaladler - Fragmentary remarks on Walter
Benjamin’s ‘On the concept of history’ Johannes Lenhard, 2012-05-15 Essay from the year 2012
in the subject Philosophy - Philosophy of the 20th century, grade: 2:1, London School of Economics,
course: Modern Social Thought, language: English, abstract: Today, Benjamin’s ‘angel of history’, his
‘angelus novus’ has to fight an even greater danger than the storm of progress that was
characteristic for Benjamin’s time. Today’s force is more material, more powerful and perhaps even
more catastrophic but just as total and real as was the storm blowing away the angel sixty years ago.
The angel has finally found a counterpart that fights him, something that he can touch. But does this
make it easier for the angel, the embodiment of history, “to stay, awaken the dead, make whole what
has been smashed” (392) or are we still to await the coming of a messiah that can win over the
antichrist (391)7?

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Ethics and Time in the Philosophy of History
Natan Elgabsi, Bennett Gilbert, 2023-01-12 This interdisciplinary volume connects the philosophy of
history to moral philosophy with a unique focus on time. Taking in a range of intellectual traditions,
cultural, and geographical contexts, the volume provides a rich tapestry of approaches to time,
morality, culture, and history. By extending the philosophical discussion on the ethical importance of
temporality, the editors disentangle some of the disciplinary tensions between analytical and
hermeneutic philosophy of history, cultural theory, meta-ethical theory, and normative ethics. The
ethical and existential character of temporality reveals itself within a collection that resists the
methodological underpinnings of any one philosophical school. The book's distinctive cross-cultural
approach ensures a wide range of perspectives with contributions on life and death in Japanese
philosophy, ethics and time in Maori philosophy, non-traditional temporalities and philosophical
anthropology, as well as global approaches to ethics. These new directions of study highlight the
importance of the ethical in the temporal, inviting further points of departure in this burgeoning
field.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Holding Fast to an Image of the Past Neil
Davidson, 2014-05-05 Davidson explores classic themes in historical materialism as he explains: the
moments of transition from the dominance of one mode of production to another; the process of



social revolution which accompany these transitions; and the problem of nationalism, both as a
theoretical challenge to Marxism's capacity for historical explanation and as a practical obstacle to
socialist consciousness.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Poetic Inclinations Dorthe Jargensen,
2021-01-29 Philosophy originates in wonder that generates sensitive thinking, also called ‘aesthetic
thinking’—an expanded mode of thought that bridges and dissolves contradictions. This book
questions the disregard for such thinking in modern society, including the neglect of it in most
educational institutions and contemporary research. It describes what it means to think in an
aesthetic way when ‘aesthetic’ is synonymous with ‘sensitive’ (not ‘sensuous’), including how such
thinking may foster human well-being and develop our notions of history, hospitality, freedom, and
the good life. The formative nature of aesthetic thinking is presented alongside the attestation of its
relevance in many disciplines and a broad spectrum of society—in border studies, education policy,
and social work, and in life in general. Poetic Inclinations: Ethics, History, Philosophy is related to
the simultaneously published monograph Imaginative Moods: Aesthetics, Religion, Philosophy.
Together they constitute a comprehensive presentation in English of the author’s philosophy of
experience, which includes new ways of conceiving of and applying aesthetics, hermeneutics, and
phenomenology, and of integrating these disciplines, as well as theology.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: The Moment of Rupture Humberto Beck,
2019-08-23 An instant is the shortest span in which time can be divided and experienced. In an
instant, there is no duration: it is an interruption that happens in the blink of an eye. For the ancient
Greeks, kairos, the time in which exceptional, unrepeatable events occurred, was opposed to
chronos, measurable, quantitative, and uniform time. In The Moment of Rupture, Humberto Beck
argues that during the years of the First World War, the Russian Revolution, and the rise of fascism
in Germany, the notion of the instant migrated from philosophy and aesthetics into politics and
became a conceptual framework for the interpretation of collective historical experience that, in
turn, transformed the subjective perception of time. According to Beck, a significant juncture
occurred in Germany between 1914 and 1940, when a modern tradition of reflection on the
instant—spanning the poetry of Goethe, the historical self-understanding of the French Revolution,
the aesthetics of early Romanticism, the philosophies of Sgren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche,
and the artistic and literary practices of Charles Baudelaire and the avant gardes—interacted with a
new experience of historical time based on rupture and abrupt discontinuity. Beck locates in this
juncture three German thinkers—Ernst Junger, Ernst Bloch, and Walter Benjamin—who fused the
consciousness of war, crisis, catastrophe, and revolution with the literary and philosophical
formulations of the instantaneous and the sudden in order to intellectually represent an era marked
by the dissolution between the extraordinary and the everyday. The Moment of Rupture
demonstrates how Junger, Bloch, and Benjamin produced a constellation of figures of sudden
temporality that contributed to the formation of what Beck calls a distinct regime of historicity, a
mode of experiencing time based on the notion of a discontinuous present.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Modernism Between Benjamin and Goethe
Matthew Charles, 2019-12-12 Widely regarded as one of the foremost cultural critics of the last
century, Walter Benjamin's relation to Modernism has largely been understood in the context of his
reception of the aesthetic theories of Early German Romanticism and his associated interest in
avant-garde Surrealism. But this Romantic understanding only gives half the picture. Running
through Benjamin's thought is also a critique of Romanticism, developed in conjunction with a
positive engagement with the philosophical, artistic and historical writings of J. W. von Goethe. In
demonstrating the significance of these Goethean elements, this book challenges the dominant
understanding of Benjamin's philosophy as essentially Romantic and instead proposes that Goethe's
Classicism, conceived as the counterpoint to Romanticism, permits a corrective to the latter's
deficiencies. Benjamin's Modernist concept of criticism, it is argued, is constituted in the movement
between these polarities of Romanticism and Classicism. Conversely, placing Goethe's Classicism in
relation to Benjamin's practice of literary criticism reveals historical tensions with Romanticism that




constitute the untimely - indeed, it will be argued, cinematic - Modernism of his work. Adopting a
transcritical approach, this book alternates between Benjamin and Goethe in relation to the
experiences of colour, language and technology, assembling a constellation of philosophical and
artistic figures between them, including the writings of Kant, Nietzsche, Cohen, Deleuze, Koselleck,
Klages, and the work of Griinewald, Marées, Klee, Turner, Hulme, Eisenstein, Tretyakov, and
Murnau.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: The Reception of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Britain Brendan
McNamara, 2020-10-26 In exploring ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa’s visits to Britain, Brendan McNamara expands
the jigsaw of our knowledge of how “the east came west”. More importantly, by exploring the visits
through the motives of those that received him, The Reception of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Britain: East
Comes West demonstrates that the “cultic milieu” thesis is incomplete. Focusing on a number of
well-known Edwardian Protestant reformers, the book demonstrates that the arrival of eastern forms
of religions in Britain penetrated more mainstream Christian forms. This process is set within
significant developments in the early formation of the study of religions, the rise of science and
orientalism. All these elements are shown to be linked together. Significantly the work argues that
the advent of World War One changed the direction of new forms of religion leading to a
‘forgetfulness’ that has lasted until the present time.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: The Routledge Companion to Aesthetics Berys
Gaut, Dominic Lopes, 2013-04-17 The third edition of the acclaimed Routledge Companion to
Aesthetics contains over sixty chapters written by leading international scholars covering all aspects
of aesthetics. This companion opens with an historical overview of aesthetics including entries on
Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Adorno, Benjamin, Foucault, Goodman, and Wollheim.
The second part covers the central concepts and theories of aesthetics, including the definitions of
art, taste, the value of art, beauty, imagination, fiction, narrative, metaphor and pictorial
representation. Part three is devoted to issues and challenges in aesthetics, including art and ethics,
art and religion, creativity, environmental aesthetics and feminist aesthetics. The final part
addresses the individual arts, including music, photography, film, videogames, literature, theater,
dance, architecture and design. With ten new entries, and revisions and updated suggestions for
further reading throughout, The Routledge Companion to Aesthetics is essential for anyone
interested in aesthetics, art, literature, and visual studies.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Theory for Art History Jae Emerling, 2019-06-06
Theory for Art History provides a concise and clear introduction to key contemporary theorists,
including their lives, major works, and transformative ideas. Written to reveal the vital connections
between art history, aesthetics, and contemporary philosophy, this expanded second edition
presents new ways for rethinking the methodologies and theories of art and art history. The book
comprises a complete revision of each theorist; updated and trustworthy bibliographies on each; an
informative introduction about the reception of critical theory within art history; and a beautifully
written, original essay on the state of art history and theory that serves as an afterword. From Marx
to Deleuze, from Arendt to Ranciere, Theory for Art History is designed for use by undergraduate
students in courses on the theory and methodology of art history, graduate students seeking an
introduction to critical theory that will prepare them to engage the primary sources, and advanced
scholars in art history and visual culture studies who are themselves interested in how these
perspectives inflect art historical practice. Adapted from Theory for Religious Studies by William E.
Deal and Timothy K. Beal.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Feminism and Art History Now Victoria
Horne, Lara Perry, 2017-06-30 To what extent have developments in global politics, artworld
institutions, and local cultures reshaped the critical directions of feminist art historians? The
significant new research gathered here engages with the rich inheritance of feminist historiography
since around 1970, and considers how to maintain the forcefulness of its critique while addressing
contemporary political struggles. Taking on subjects that reflect the museological, global and
materialist trajectories of twenty-first-century art historical scholarship, the chapters address the




themes of Invisibility, Temporality, Spatiality and Storytelling. They present new research on a
diversity of topics that span political movements in Italy, urban gentrification in New York,
community art projects in Scotland and Canada's contemporary indigenous culture. Individual
chapter analyses focus on the art of Lee Krasner, The Emily Davison Lodge, Zoe Leonard, Martha
Rosler, Carla Lonzi and Womanhouse. Together with a synthesising introductory essay, these studies
provide readers with a view of feminist art histories of the past, present and future.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Bodies of Meaning David McNally, 2001-01-01
Challenges postmodernist theories of language and politics which detach language from human
bodies and their material practices.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Left-Wing Melancholia Enzo Traverso,
2017-01-10 The fall of the Berlin Wall marked the end of the Cold War but also the rise of a
melancholic vision of history as a series of losses. For the political left, the cause lost was
communism, and this trauma determined how leftists wrote the next chapter in their political
struggle and how they have thought about their past since. Throughout the twentieth century,
argues Left-Wing Melancholia, from classical Marxism to psychoanalysis to the advent of critical
theory, a culture of defeat and its emotional overlay of melancholy have characterized the leftist
understanding of the political in history and in theoretical critique. Drawing on a vast and diverse
archive in theory, testimony, and image and on such thinkers as Karl Marx, Walter Benjamin,
Theodor W. Adorno, and others, the intellectual historian Enzo Traverso explores the varying nature
of left melancholy as it has manifested in a feeling of guilt for not sufficiently challenging authority,
in a fear of surrendering in disarray and resignation, in mourning the human costs of the past, and
in a sense of failure for not realizing utopian aspirations. Yet hidden within this melancholic tradition
are the resources for a renewed challenge to prevailing regimes of historicity, a passion that has the
power to reignite the dialectic of revolutionary thought.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: How Revolutionary Were the Bourgeois
Revolutions? Neil Davidson, 2012-07-24 “An impressive contribution both to the history of ideas
and to political philosophy.” —Alasdair MacIntyre, author of After Virtue Once of central importance
to left historians and activists alike, recently the concept of the “bourgeois revolution” has come in
for sustained criticism from both Marxists and conservatives. In this magisterial work, Neil Davidson
offers theoretical and historical insights about the nature of revolutions. Through extensive research
and comprehensive analysis, Davidson demonstrates that what’s at stake is far from a stale issue for
the history books—understanding that these struggles of the past offer far-reaching lessons for
today’s radicals. “A monumental work. Neil Davidson has given us what is easily the most
comprehensive account yet of the ‘life and times’ of the concept of ‘bourgeois revolution’ [and] has
also provided us with a refined set of theoretical tools for understanding the often complex
interactions between political revolutions which overturn state institutions and social revolutions
which involve a more thoroughgoing transformation of social relations.” —Colin Mooers, author of
The Making of Bourgeois Europe “Davidson’s book is one of immense and impressive erudition. His
knowledge of the history of Marxist theory and historiography is as detailed as it is comprehensive,
and must be well-nigh unrivalled. The endless, complex debates that characterize the Marxist
tradition are distilled with clarity and illumination.” —Times Literary Supplement “A brilliant and
fascinating book, wide-ranging and lucidly written.” —Jairus Banaji, author of Theory as History

walter benjamin on the concept of history: The Art of Reconciliation D. Petersson,
2013-05-14 Dag Petersson offers a comprehensive critique of the philosophy that has dominated 200
years of modern thought, politics, economy, and culture. The basic question is this: why does
dialectical metaphysics fail to keep what it promises? What is it about dialectics, that makes it fall
into irreducibly distinct variations of itself, when all it promises is to synthesize, to reconcile and
make whole what is fragmented and alien to itself? An undisciplined creativity intrinsic to
completing reason comes to light through analyses of how dialectical systems begin. Every
dialectical philosophy must account for its own birth, and it is at this point, when it also articulates
its promise of universal synthesis, that the book discovers a desire for light-writing, or photography.



Only the most immediate element light can mediate the necessary self-determination of thought at
its origin. Light must begin to write. A philosophical critique of dialectics is therefore also a point of
departure for a new aesthetic ontology of photography.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Facebook Society Roberto Simanowski,
2018-07-17 Facebook claims that it is building a “global community.” Whether this sounds utopian,
dystopian, or simply self-promotional, there is no denying that social-media platforms have altered
social interaction, political life, and outlooks on the world, even for people who do not regularly use
them. In this book, Roberto Simanowski takes Facebook as a starting point to investigate our
social-media society—and its insidious consequences for our concept of the self. Simanowski
contends that while they are often denounced as outlets for narcissism and self-branding, social
networks and the practices they cultivate in fact remake the self in their image. Sharing is the
outsourcing of one’s experiences, encouraging unreflective self-narration rather than conscious
self-determination. Instead of experiencing the present, we are stuck ceaselessly documenting and
archiving it. We let our lives become episodic autobiographies whose real author is the algorithm
lurking behind the interface. As we go about accumulating more material for the platform to arrange
for us, our sense of self becomes diminished—and Facebook shapes a subject who no longer minds.
Social-media companies’ relentless pursuit of personal data for advertising purposes presents users
with increasingly targeted, customized information, attenuating cultural memory and fracturing
collective identity. Presenting a creative, philosophically informed perspective that speaks candidly
to a shared reality, Facebook Society asks us to come to terms with the networked world for our own
sake and for all those with whom we share it.

walter benjamin on the concept of history: Collective Understanding, Radicalism, and
Literary History, 1645-1742 Melissa Mowry, 2021 Explores the ways in which the non-elite
literary culture of the late seventeenth to mid eighteenth centuries worked to produce knowledge
through collaborative means, in opposition to this period's more widely recognized focus on the
authority of individuality.
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