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How Are Shelf Exams Scored? Understanding the Process Behind Your Clinical Assessments

how are shelf exams scored is a question many medical students and healthcare
trainees ask as they prepare for these crucial clinical assessments. Shelf exams, often
administered by the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME), play a significant role in
evaluating your understanding of various medical specialties during rotations. But beyond
just taking the test, understanding the scoring process can help reduce anxiety, clarify
expectations, and guide your study strategies. Let’s dive into how shelf exams are scored
and what that means for you.

What Are Shelf Exams?

Before exploring how shelf exams are scored, it’s worth briefly revisiting what these exams
entail. Shelf exams, also known as subject exams, are discipline-specific tests typically
taken at the end of a clinical rotation—such as internal medicine, surgery, pediatrics,
psychiatry, or OB/GYN. They assess your knowledge and application of clinical concepts
relevant to the specialty you just completed.

These exams are standardized, multiple-choice tests designed to objectively measure your
grasp of medical knowledge, critical thinking, and clinical reasoning. Since they are
standardized, the scoring process follows a consistent methodology, but the interpretation
of scores can vary between schools.

How Are Shelf Exams Scored? The Basics

At their core, shelf exams are scored based on the number of questions you answer
correctly. Unlike some exams that penalize for wrong answers, NBME shelf exams typically
employ a “rights-only” scoring system, meaning you earn points only for correct responses
and do not lose points for incorrect ones. Here’s a breakdown of the general scoring
process:

Raw Score Calculation

- Every correct answer on the shelf exam adds one point to your raw score.
- Questions left unanswered or answered incorrectly receive zero points.
- The total raw score is simply the sum of all correct answers.

For example, if your exam has 100 questions and you correctly answer 75, your raw score
is 75.



Scaled Score Conversion

Raw scores are not the final scores reported to you or your institution. Instead, raw scores
are converted into scaled scores through a statistical process called equating. This step
adjusts for slight variations in exam difficulty across different test versions or
administrations, ensuring fairness.

Scaled scores typically range from 0 to 100 or a similar scale depending on the specialty.
These scaled scores allow schools to compare performance consistently across cohorts and
time.

Percentile Rank and Norm-Referenced Scoring

In addition to scaled scores, many schools and students look at percentile ranks. Percentiles
indicate how your performance compares with other test-takers. For example, a percentile
rank of 70 means you scored better than 70% of examinees.

Percentile ranks provide context and help gauge your relative standing, which can be
important for competitive residency applications.

Understanding Passing Scores and Performance
Levels

One of the most common concerns is knowing what score you need to pass or excel on
shelf exams. However, the concept of “passing” can differ by institution, specialty, and
even exam version.

Passing Thresholds

- NBME sets minimum passing scores based on standard-setting procedures.
- Schools may adopt these thresholds or set their own based on historical data and
academic standards.
- Passing scores are often communicated as scaled scores rather than raw scores.

Understanding your school’s passing criteria is crucial because a passing score ensures
successful completion of your rotation and progression in your medical education.

Performance Categories

Some institutions categorize shelf exam scores into performance levels, such as:

- Honors



- High Pass
- Pass
- Fail

These categories help differentiate students for grades and honors. For example, an
“Honors” level might require a score at or above the 85th percentile or a certain scaled
score cutoff. Knowing these categories can motivate targeted studying and realistic goal-
setting.

Factors That Influence Shelf Exam Scoring

It’s important to recognize that several factors influence how your shelf exam scores are
interpreted and utilized.

Exam Difficulty and Equating

Because each exam form may contain different questions, the NBME uses statistical
methods to equate scores across versions. This process ensures that a scaled score
represents the same level of knowledge regardless of which test you took.

School Grading Policies

While the NBME provides standardized scores, medical schools have discretion over how
they incorporate shelf exam results into final grades. Some schools weigh shelf exams
heavily; others consider them alongside clinical performance and other assessments.

Test-Taking Strategies

Since shelf exams do not penalize for guessing, it’s advantageous to answer every
question, even if unsure. Careful elimination of clearly wrong answers can improve your
odds of guessing correctly and boost your raw score.

Tips to Maximize Your Shelf Exam Scores

Knowing how shelf exams are scored can help tailor your preparation. Here are some
practical tips:

Practice with NBME-style questions: Familiarity with question formats reduces
surprises and improves accuracy.



Time management: Most shelf exams have strict time limits. Practice pacing
yourself to answer all questions.

Review high-yield concepts: Focus on core topics frequently tested in your
specialty.

Answer every question: Since there’s no penalty for guessing, never leave blanks.

Use post-exam feedback: Analyze results to identify weak areas for improvement.

Interpreting Your Shelf Exam Scores Beyond
Numbers

Remember, while shelf exam scores are important, they represent just one facet of your
clinical education journey. High scores demonstrate strong medical knowledge, but clinical
skills, professionalism, and patient interactions carry equal weight in your overall
development.

If your score is lower than expected, rather than feeling discouraged, use it as a valuable
learning opportunity. Many students improve significantly with targeted study and
experience.

How Shelf Exam Scores Affect Residency Applications

Residency programs often review shelf exam scores, especially for competitive specialties.
Strong scores can enhance your application by showcasing your academic abilities.
However, programs also consider USMLE Step scores, clerkship evaluations, letters of
recommendation, and extracurricular achievements.

Ultimately, shelf exams provide a snapshot of your clinical knowledge at a point in time and
help guide your progression through medical school.

In Summary

Understanding how shelf exams are scored demystifies an important part of medical
training. From raw scores to scaled scores and percentiles, each step ensures fairness and
comparability. By appreciating the scoring process, you can better prepare, interpret your
results, and set realistic goals.

Whether you’re aiming for honors or simply passing, keep in mind that shelf exams are
tools to assess your readiness and growth as a future physician. With focused study and
smart test-taking strategies, you can navigate these exams confidently and continue



moving forward in your medical career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are shelf exams?
Shelf exams are standardized tests used in medical education to assess students'
knowledge in specific clinical subjects, typically administered by the National Board of
Medical Examiners (NBME).

How is the raw score on a shelf exam calculated?
The raw score is calculated by counting the number of questions answered correctly on the
shelf exam; there is usually no penalty for wrong answers.

Are shelf exam scores reported as raw scores or scaled
scores?
Shelf exam scores are typically reported as scaled scores, which adjust the raw score to
account for differences in exam difficulty, allowing for fair comparison across different test
versions.

What is the scoring scale used for shelf exams?
Shelf exams are commonly scored on a scale from 1 to 99, with a mean around 70 and a
standard deviation of about 8-10 points, though exact scales may vary by subject.

How do medical schools use shelf exam scores?
Medical schools use shelf exam scores to evaluate students' clinical knowledge, often
factoring them into clerkship grades and identifying areas needing improvement.

Is there a passing score for shelf exams?
Most shelf exams do not have a universal passing score; schools set their own benchmarks,
but generally, a score around the national mean or higher is considered passing.

Do shelf exam scores affect residency applications?
Shelf exam scores can influence residency applications indirectly by impacting clerkship
grades and honors designations, which are important components of the residency
application.

Are all shelf exams scored using the same method?
While the general approach to scoring shelf exams is consistent, slight variations exist



depending on the subject and testing organization, but all use scaled scoring to ensure
fairness.

Additional Resources
How Are Shelf Exams Scored? An In-Depth Analysis of Scoring Methodologies and Their
Implications

how are shelf exams scored is a question frequently posed by medical students
navigating the rigorous demands of clinical education. Shelf exams, also known as National
Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) subject exams, serve as standardized assessments
designed to evaluate knowledge in specific clinical areas such as internal medicine,
surgery, pediatrics, and psychiatry. Understanding the scoring processes behind these
exams is essential not only for students aiming to interpret their results accurately but also
for educators seeking to optimize the evaluation framework.

Understanding the Basics of Shelf Exam Scoring

Shelf exams are typically multiple-choice tests administered at the end of clinical rotations.
The scoring system employed by the NBME is more nuanced than a simple tally of correct
answers. Instead, these exams use a scaled scoring model that reflects both raw
performance and adjusted metrics to ensure reliability and fairness across different test
versions.

At a fundamental level, a student’s performance is initially recorded as a raw score,
calculated by the number of questions answered correctly. However, this raw score
undergoes a transformation process known as equating, which adjusts for variations in
exam difficulty across different administrations. This process ensures that a scaled score
from one exam administration is comparable to that of another, maintaining consistent
standards.

The Role of Raw Scores and Scaled Scores

Raw scores represent the straightforward count of correct responses. Yet, relying solely on
raw scores can be misleading because the difficulty of exam versions can vary slightly. For
example, one cohort might face a slightly more challenging set of questions than another.
To address this, scaled scores are derived through statistical methods that normalize the
raw score.

Scaled scores typically fall within a defined range, often from 0 to 100 or adjusted to meet
institutional requirements. This scaling provides a more accurate reflection of a student’s
relative performance compared to peers, regardless of the exam's difficulty on any given
day.



Equating and Standard Setting: Ensuring Fairness

Equating is a critical process in shelf exam scoring. It compensates for any variance in
question difficulty between different forms of the exam. The NBME employs sophisticated
psychometric techniques, including item response theory (IRT), to analyze how students
perform on individual items. This analysis informs the equating process, allowing examiners
to adjust scores so that no group is unfairly advantaged or disadvantaged.

Standard setting complements equating by establishing the passing threshold or “cut
score” for the exam. Medical schools often collaborate with NBME psychometricians to
determine these benchmarks based on expert judgments and statistical analysis. The cut
score represents the minimum level of competency deemed acceptable for safe clinical
practice in the subject area.

Pass/Fail Criteria and Score Interpretation

Most shelf exams use a pass/fail system, although exact cutoffs can vary by institution or
rotation. Some schools may also incorporate tiered grading systems, such as
honors/pass/fail, based on score percentiles or scaled score ranges.

Interpretation of shelf exam scores extends beyond pass/fail outcomes. Many residency
programs consider these scores as part of the application evaluation, meaning that higher
scaled scores can enhance a student’s competitiveness. Consequently, understanding how
shelf exams are scored allows students to contextualize their performance and identify
areas needing improvement.

Comparisons With Other Medical Examinations

Shelf exams differ substantially from other high-stakes medical assessments like the United
States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) Step exams, although both employ complex
scoring mechanisms. The USMLE Step exams, for example, use three-digit scaled scores
with established minimum passing scores that are publicly available. Shelf exams generally
offer less transparency in scoring details but maintain rigorous psychometric standards.

Moreover, shelf exams are rotation-specific, focusing narrowly on clinical subject matter,
whereas licensing exams assess broader medical knowledge and clinical reasoning. This
distinction influences how scores are weighted in academic progression and residency
selection.

Advantages and Limitations of the Shelf Exam Scoring
System

Advantages:



Ensures fairness through equating and scaling processes.

Provides standardized assessment across multiple institutions.

Offers a benchmark for clinical knowledge mastery in specific subjects.

Allows for comparative analysis within cohorts and across years.

Limitations:

Limited transparency in the exact scoring algorithms.

Potential anxiety among students due to the high stakes of scaled scores.

Scoring may not fully capture clinical skills or practical competencies.

Variability in institutional interpretations of scores and cutoffs.

Implications for Medical Students and Educators

Recognizing how shelf exams are scored enables students to develop targeted study
strategies. Since these exams focus heavily on application of clinical knowledge,
understanding the scoring nuances encourages a balanced approach combining factual
recall with clinical reasoning practice.

From an educational perspective, schools can use detailed scoring data to identify
curricular strengths and weaknesses. Item-level analysis allows faculty to pinpoint topics
that consistently challenge students, informing curricular revisions and supplemental
instruction.

Practical Tips for Navigating Shelf Exam Scoring

Familiarize Yourself with Scoring Scales: Know the typical range of scaled scores1.
for your specific shelf exam and how these relate to passing thresholds.

Review Score Reports Thoroughly: Many NBME reports provide performance2.
profiles by content area, helping to guide focused study.

Consult Faculty Advisors: Understanding your institution’s policies on shelf exam3.



scoring can clarify how results impact your academic record.

Use Practice Exams: Simulated shelf exams can help approximate your raw and4.
scaled scores, providing a realistic benchmark.

Maintain Consistency in Preparation: Because scaled scores adjust for difficulty,5.
consistent performance across rotations is key to competitive outcomes.

Exploring the question of how are shelf exams scored reveals a sophisticated interplay of
psychometric science and educational policy. As medical education evolves, continued
refinement of scoring methodologies will likely enhance fairness and predictive validity,
ultimately supporting the development of competent and confident clinicians.
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allows you to scan pages for integrated AR links, unlocking animations, visuals, and 3D models that
clarify complex anatomy, conditions, and concepts in a remarkably effective and unique manner.
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presented in a highly templated, concise manner. - The Augmented Reality application allows you to
efficiently study and learn using an integrated print-mobile approach. In addition to unlocking
animations and other visuals, AR app access also includes additional content, links to provide
feedback to the authors, community pages, and more. - All test topics are covered in just enough
detail to help you hone in on key points you must know for exam success. - Unique! Every disease is
described by its stem clues (buzzwords that appear in question stems) and prophylactic measures
(PPx), mechanism (MoD), diagnostic tests (Dx) and treatment/management principles (Tx/Mgmt) –
the four Physician Tasks that the NBME requires students to know about each disease. - You'll also
get real-world tips for your clinical rotations from your peers – information that won't show up on
the shelf exam but is ideal for maximum impact when on rounds (knowing the prognosis for a
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978-0-323-52756-9 Medicine • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51035-6 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52758-3
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2018-08-07 The Gunner Goggles Series is the first exam prep resource written by a high-scoring
peer group of medical students, ensuring the most practical and efficient study guidance. It
organizes topics around the USMLE and NBME content outlines for the required shelf exams and
features state-of-the-art Augmented Reality (AR) mobile application to extend learning beyond the
book. This innovative series features AR opportunities throughout the text for an integrated
print-mobile experience that maximizes learning and test preparation. The Gunner Goggle function
allows you to scan pages for integrated AR links, unlocking animations, visuals, and 3D models that
clarify complex anatomy, conditions, and concepts in a remarkably effective and unique manner.
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cutting-edge AR technology to fully prepare you for the NBME clinical shelf exams, the USMLE Step
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USMLE and NBME content outlines for specific shelf exams, and information is presented in a
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study and learn using an integrated print-mobile approach. In addition to unlocking animations and
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hone in on key points you must know for exam success. - Unique! Every disease is described by its
stem clues (buzzwords that appear in question stems) and prophylactic measures (PPx), mechanism
(MoD), diagnostic tests (Dx) and treatment/management principles (Tx/Mgmt) – the four Physician
Tasks that the NBME requires students to know about each disease. - You'll also get real-world tips
for your clinical rotations from your peers – information that won't show up on the shelf exam but is
ideal for maximum impact when on rounds (knowing the prognosis for a specific disease, for
example). - Plus ... effective study techniques, sample study schedules, tips and tricks to better
retain information learned from review questions, and methods to self-generate mnemonics. -
Edited, written, and crowdsourced by high-performing medical students and residents and reviewed
by experts in the field to ensure accuracy, relevancy, and accessibility. Titles in the Gunner Goggles
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highly templated, concise manner. - The Augmented Reality application allows you to efficiently
study and learn using an integrated print-mobile approach. In addition to unlocking animations and
other visuals, AR app access also includes additional content, links to provide feedback to the
authors, community pages, and more. - All test topics are covered in just enough detail to help you
hone in on key points you must know for exam success. - Unique! Every disease is described by its
stem clues (buzzwords that appear in question stems) and prophylactic measures (PPx), mechanism
(MoD), diagnostic tests (Dx) and treatment/management principles (Tx/Mgmt) – the four Physician
Tasks that the NBME requires students to know about each disease. - You'll also get real-world tips
for your clinical rotations from your peers – information that won't show up on the shelf exam but is
ideal for maximum impact when on rounds (knowing the prognosis for a specific disease, for
example). - Plus ... effective study techniques, sample study schedules, tips and tricks to better
retain information learned from review questions, and methods to self-generate mnemonics. -
Edited, written, and crowdsourced by high-performing medical students and residents and reviewed
by experts in the field to ensure accuracy, relevancy, and accessibility. Titles in the Gunner Goggles
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peer group of medical students, ensuring the most practical and efficient study guidance. It
organizes topics around the USMLE and NBME content outlines for the required shelf exams and
features state-of-the-art Augmented Reality (AR) mobile application to extend learning beyond the
book. This innovative series features AR opportunities throughout the text for an integrated
print-mobile experience that maximizes learning and test preparation. The Gunner Goggle function
allows you to scan pages for integrated AR links, unlocking animations, visuals, and 3D models that
clarify complex anatomy, conditions, and concepts in a remarkably effective and unique manner.
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study and learn using an integrated print-mobile approach. In addition to unlocking animations and
other visuals, AR app access also includes additional content, links to provide feedback to the
authors, community pages, and more. - All test topics are covered in just enough detail to help you
hone in on key points you must know for exam success. - Unique! Every disease is described by its
stem clues (buzzwords that appear in question stems) and prophylactic measures (PPx), mechanism
(MoD), diagnostic tests (Dx) and treatment/management principles (Tx/Mgmt) – the four Physician
Tasks that the NBME requires students to know about each disease. - You'll also get real-world tips
for your clinical rotations from your peers – information that won't show up on the shelf exam but is
ideal for maximum impact when on rounds (knowing the prognosis for a specific disease, for
example). - Plus ... effective study techniques, sample study schedules, tips and tricks to better
retain information learned from review questions, and methods to self-generate mnemonics. -
Edited, written, and crowdsourced by high-performing medical students and residents and reviewed
by experts in the field to ensure accuracy, relevancy, and accessibility. Titles in the Gunner Goggles
series: Family Medicine • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51034-9 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52756-9
Medicine • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51035-6 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52758-3 Neurology • Print
ISBN: 978-0-323-51036-3 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52760-6 Ob-Gyn • Print ISBN:
978-0-323-51037-0 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52768-2 Pediatrics • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51038-7 •
e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52763-7 Psychiatry • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51039-4 e-Book ISBN:
978-0-323-52765-1 Surgery • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51040-0 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52767-5
  how are shelf exams scored: Assessing Competence in Medicine and Other Health Professions
Claudio Violato, 2018-12-07 This comprehensive, yet accessible, text demystifies the challenging
area of competence assessement in medicine and the health sciences, providing a clear framework
and the tools for anyone working or studying in this area. Written by a single, highly experienced,
author, the content benefits from uniformity of style and is supported and enhanced by a range of
pedagogic features including cases, questions and summaries. Essential reading for all students and
practitioners of medical education, it will also be an invaluable guide for allied health professionals
and psychologists with a general interest in assessment, evaluation and measurement and a useful
library reference.
  how are shelf exams scored: Gunner Goggles Surgery E-Book Hao-Hua Wu, Leo Wang,
2018-08-07 The Gunner Goggles Series is the first exam prep resource written by a high-scoring
peer group of medical students, ensuring the most practical and efficient study guidance. It
organizes topics around the USMLE and NBME content outlines for the required shelf exams and
features state-of-the-art Augmented Reality (AR) mobile application to extend learning beyond the
book. This innovative series features AR opportunities throughout the text for an integrated
print-mobile experience that maximizes learning and test preparation. The Gunner Goggle function
allows you to scan pages for integrated AR links, unlocking animations, visuals, and 3D models that
clarify complex anatomy, conditions, and concepts in a remarkably effective and unique manner.
Gunner Goggles Series: Surgery is one of seven authoritative exam preparation guides that use
cutting-edge AR technology to fully prepare you for the NBME clinical shelf exams, the USMLE Step



2 Clinical Knowledge (CK) exam, and successful clinical rotations. - Topics are organized around the
USMLE and NBME content outlines for specific shelf exams, and information is presented in a
highly templated, concise manner. - The Augmented Reality application allows you to efficiently
study and learn using an integrated print-mobile approach. In addition to unlocking animations and
other visuals, AR app access also includes additional content, links to provide feedback to the
authors, community pages, and more. - All test topics are covered in just enough detail to help you
hone in on key points you must know for exam success. - Unique! Every disease is described by its
stem clues (buzzwords that appear in question stems) and prophylactic measures (PPx), mechanism
(MoD), diagnostic tests (Dx) and treatment/management principles (Tx/Mgmt) – the four Physician
Tasks that the NBME requires students to know about each disease. - You'll also get real-world tips
for your clinical rotations from your peers – information that won't show up on the shelf exam but is
ideal for maximum impact when on rounds (knowing the prognosis for a specific disease, for
example). - Plus ... effective study techniques, sample study schedules, tips and tricks to better
retain information learned from review questions, and methods to self-generate mnemonics. -
Edited, written, and crowdsourced by high-performing medical students and residents and reviewed
by experts in the field to ensure accuracy, relevancy, and accessibility. Titles in the Gunner Goggles
series: Family Medicine • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51034-9 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52756-9
Medicine • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51035-6 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52758-3 Neurology • Print
ISBN: 978-0-323-51036-3 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52760-6 Ob-Gyn • Print ISBN:
978-0-323-51037-0 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52768-2 Pediatrics • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51038-7 •
e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52763-7 Psychiatry • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51039-4 e-Book ISBN:
978-0-323-52765-1 Surgery • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51040-0 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52767-5
  how are shelf exams scored: Guidebook for Clerkship Directors Alliance for Clinical
Education, 2014-08-26 ... a must-read for the individual who has accepted the responsibility to direct
a clinical clerkship for a medical school. -- JAMA
  how are shelf exams scored: Progress Notes Abraham M. Nussbaum, 2024-06-25 By telling
the story of six medical students, this work shows the readers how we have trained physicians, how
it feels to become a physician, and how we can train future physicians so they know patients and
themselves better--
  how are shelf exams scored: First Aid for the USMLE Step 1, 2010 Tao Le, Vikas Bhushan,
Neil Vasan, 2010-01-01 The 20th edition of the world’s #1 selling medical review book! Trust two
decades of experience for the most effective USMLE Step 1 preparation possible 1100+ must-know
facts and mnemonics organized by organ system and general principles Hundreds of high-yield
clinical images you need to know before the exam – including 24 pages of full-color photos Rapid
review section for last minute cramming Ratings of 300+ top review products based on the authors’
annual survey of US medical students Updated test-taking advice from students who aced the 2009
exam Strategies that maximize your study time and deliver real results INSIDER ADVICE FOR
STUDENTS FROM STUDENTS
  how are shelf exams scored: International Handbook of Research in Medical Education
Geoffrey R. Norman, Cees P.M. van der Vleuten, D.I. Newble, 2012-12-06 GEOFF NORMAN
McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada CEES VAN DER VLEUTEN University of Maastricht,
Netherlands DA VID NEWBLE University of Sheffield, England The International Handbook of
Research in Medical Education is a review of current research findings and contemporary issues in
health sciences education. The orientation is toward research evidence as a basis for informing
policy and practice in education. Although most of the research findings have accrued from the
study of medical education, the handbook will be useful to teachers and researchers in all health
professions and others concerned with professional education. The handbook comprises 33 chapters
organized into six sections: Research Traditions, Learning, The Educational Continuum,
Instructional Strategies, Assessment, and Implementing the Curriculum. The research orientation of
the handbook will make the book an invaluable resource to researchers and scholars, and should
help practitioners to identify research to place their educational decisions on a sound empirical



footing. THE FIELD OF RESEARCH IN MEDICAL EDUCAnON The discipline of medical education
began in North America more than thirty years ago with the founding of the first office in medical
education at Buffalo, New York, by George Miller in the early 1960s. Soon after, large offices were
established in medical schools in Chicago (University of Illinois), Los Angeles (University of Southern
California) and Lansing (Michigan State University). All these first generation offices mounted
master's level programs in medical education, and many of their graduates went on to found offices
at other schools.
  how are shelf exams scored: Gunner Goggles Obstetrics and Gynecology E-Book Hao-Hua Wu,
Leo Wang, 2018-08-07 The Gunner Goggles Series is the first exam prep resource written by a
high-scoring peer group of medical students, ensuring the most practical and efficient study
guidance. It organizes topics around the USMLE and NBME content outlines for the required shelf
exams and features state-of-the-art Augmented Reality (AR) mobile application to extend learning
beyond the book. This innovative series features AR opportunities throughout the text for an
integrated print-mobile experience that maximizes learning and test preparation. The Gunner
Goggle function allows you to scan pages for integrated AR links, unlocking animations, visuals, and
3D models that clarify complex anatomy, conditions, and concepts in a remarkably effective and
unique manner. Gunner Goggles Series: Ob-Gyn is one of seven authoritative exam preparation
guides that use cutting-edge AR technology to fully prepare you for the NBME clinical shelf exams,
the USMLE Step 2 Clinical Knowledge (CK) exam, and successful clinical rotations. - Topics are
organized around the USMLE and NBME content outlines for specific shelf exams, and information
is presented in a highly templated, concise manner. - The Augmented Reality application allows you
to efficiently study and learn using an integrated print-mobile approach. In addition to unlocking
animations and other visuals, AR app access also includes additional content, links to provide
feedback to the authors, community pages, and more. - All test topics are covered in just enough
detail to help you hone in on key points you must know for exam success. - Unique! Every disease is
described by its stem clues (buzzwords that appear in question stems) and prophylactic measures
(PPx), mechanism (MoD), diagnostic tests (Dx) and treatment/management principles (Tx/Mgmt) –
the four Physician Tasks that the NBME requires students to know about each disease. - You'll also
get real-world tips for your clinical rotations from your peers – information that won't show up on
the shelf exam but is ideal for maximum impact when on rounds (knowing the prognosis for a
specific disease, for example). - Plus ... effective study techniques, sample study schedules, tips and
tricks to better retain information learned from review questions, and methods to self-generate
mnemonics. - Edited, written, and crowdsourced by high-performing medical students and residents
and reviewed by experts in the field to ensure accuracy, relevancy, and accessibility. Titles in the
Gunner Goggles series: Family Medicine • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51034-9 • e-Book ISBN:
978-0-323-52756-9 Medicine • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51035-6 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52758-3
Neurology • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51036-3 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52760-6 Ob-Gyn • Print ISBN:
978-0-323-51037-0 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52768-2 Pediatrics • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51038-7 •
e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52763-7 Psychiatry • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51039-4 e-Book ISBN:
978-0-323-52765-1 Surgery • Print ISBN: 978-0-323-51040-0 • e-Book ISBN: 978-0-323-52767-5
  how are shelf exams scored: Case Files Microbiology, Second Edition Eugene C. Toy, Cynthia
R. Skinner DeBord, Audrey Wanger, Gilbert Anthony Castro, Donald Briscoe, James D. Kettering,
2008-05-18 More than 50 clinical cases help you excel in your microbiology coursework and on the
USMLE Step 1 The Case Files series is an award-winning learning system proven to improve exam
scores. This series helps you to learn in the context of real patients instead of simply memorizing.
Case Files: Microbiology: Second Edition presents 50+ clinical cases with open-ended questions
which weave basic science concepts into the clinical scenario. Each case includes an extended
discussion (including definitions and a pathophysiology discussion), key points, and 3-5 USMLE-style
comprehension questions. The authors are experienced teachers from the University of
Texas-Houston Medical School in Houston, Texas and Loma Linda University School of Medicine in
Loma Linda, California.



  how are shelf exams scored: Handbook on Medical Student Evaluation and Assessment
Alliance for Clinical Education, 2015-07-17 The Alliance for Clinical Education (ACE) is proud to
announce its newest text, the Handbook on Medical Student Evaluation and Assessment. This
comprehensive book derives from some chapters in the indispensable fourth edition of the
Guidebook for Clerkship Directors, but expands upon those chapters and contains critical new
information about milestones, professionalism, and program evaluation. It is useful not only for
clerkship directors, but also for preclinical educators, teachers of electives and subinternships, the
dean's office, the student affairs office, residency and fellowship program directors, and anyone who
teaches, advises, or mentors medical students. It discusses all aspects of assessing learners, with
well‐referenced presentations starting from basic definitions, progressing through various
assessment methods, and including reviews of the legal aspects of assessments.
  how are shelf exams scored: 101 Tips on Getting into Medical School -- Second Edition,
Updated, Revised, Enlarged Jennifer C. Welch, 2009-05 The only book in its field written by a
medical school admissions director -- thus offering the unique perspective of an insider.
  how are shelf exams scored: The Regional Medical Campus: A Resource for Faculty, Staff, and
Learners Michael P. Flanagan, M.D., FAAFP , 2018-11-20
  how are shelf exams scored: Educational Technology , 1977
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