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Words Their Way Word Sorts: Unlocking the Power of Phonics and Vocabulary Development

words their way word sorts have become a cornerstone in many classrooms and homeschooling
environments for teaching spelling, phonics, and vocabulary in a highly engaging, hands-on way. These
word sorts help students explore patterns in words by categorizing them according to sounds, spelling
features, or meanings, making abstract language concepts more concrete and accessible. If you’re curious
about how words their way word sorts can transform literacy instruction, this article dives into the what,

why, and how of using this dynamic approach effectively.

What Are Words Their Way Word Sorts?

At its core, words their way word sorts is a developmental spelling program designed to help learners
understand the relationships between sounds and letters. Unlike traditional rote memorization of spelling
lists, word sorts encourage students to group words based on shared phonetic or orthographic features. This

active engagement promotes deeper cognitive connections and supports long-term retention.

The program was developed by Donald Bear, Shane Templeton, and Francine Johnston and has since
become widely adopted in elementary education. It’s not just about spelling; it targets phonemic awareness,

vocabulary building, and word study skills, which are all critical components of reading proficiency.

How Word Sorts Work

In a typical word sort activity, a teacher or parent provides a set of words that share a specific pattern—such
as long vowel sounds, consonant blends, or suffixes. Students then physically sort these words into groups
based on the pattern they identify. This could involve cutting and pasting words on paper, using magnetic
tiles, or interactive digital apps that simulate sorting activities.
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For example, a word sort focusing on vowel teams might include words like "boat,” "rain," and "seat."
Students examine the vowel patterns and sort them into categories, such as "0a,” "ai," and "ea." Through this
process, learners notice subtle differences and similarities, reinforcing their understanding of phonics rules

and exceptions.

Benefits of Using Words Their Way Word Sorts in Literacy



Instruction

Words their way word sorts offer numerous advantages that make literacy instruction more effective and

enjoyable for students.

1. Encourages Active Learning

Unlike passive spelling drills, word sorts require students to think critically about word features. They
analyze and compare words, which nurtures metalinguistic awareness—an ability to think about and
manipulate language at a deeper level. This active engagement supports better spelling and reading skills

overall.

2. Supports Differentiated Instruction

One of the strengths of words their way word sorts is their adaptability to different skill levels. Teachers
can tailor word lists according to students’ developmental stages, from emergent spellers recognizing initial
sounds to more advanced learners exploring complex syllable patterns. This individualized approach

ensures that each child is challenged appropriately.

3. Builds Vocabulary and Word Recognition

Sorting words based on meaning or morphological patterns (like prefixes and suffixes) helps students
expand their vocabulary. When learners repeatedly encounter root words and their derivatives, they

develop a stronger grasp of word families, enhancing reading comprehension and expressive language.

Implementing Words Their Way Word Sorts: Practical Tips

Integrating words their way word sorts into your literacy routine doesn’t have to be complicated. Here are

some practical strategies for making the most of this approach, whether in a classroom or at home.

Start with Clear Objectives

Before beginning a word sort, identify the specific skill or pattern you want students to focus on. Are you

targeting short vowel sounds, consonant digraphs, syllable patterns, or word meanings? Clear goals help



you select appropriate word lists and guide students effectively through the sorting process.

Use Hands-On Materials

Physical interaction with words enhances kinesthetic learning. Providing word cards, letter tiles, or
magnetic words allows students to manipulate and rearrange items as they sort. This tactile experience

deepens engagement and memory.

Encourage Discussion and Reflection

After sorting words, engage students in conversations about the patterns they discovered. Prompt them
with questions like, “What made these words similar?” or “How does this pattern change the word’s

pronunciation?” These discussions reinforce understanding and encourage metacognition.

Incorporate Technology Where Possible

There are several digital tools and apps designed to support words their way word sorts. These interactive
platforms can provide immediate feedback, allow for self-paced learning, and offer engaging visuals that

appeal to today’s tech-savvy learners.

Exploring Different Types of Word Sorts

Words their way word sorts come in various formats, each serving distinct instructional purposes.

Understanding these types can help educators and parents select the best fit for their learners.

Sound Sorts

Sound sorts focus on phonemic features, such as initial, medial, or final sounds. For example, a student
might sort words based on whether they begin with the /b/ or /d/ sound. These are especially useful for

early readers developing phonemic awareness.



Pattern Sorts

Pattern sorts highlight spelling patterns or orthographic features. Students might sort words by vowel
patterns (like “ea” vs. “ee”) or consonant blends (“bl” vs. “cl”). This type supports learners in recognizing

regularities in English spelling.

Meaning Sorts

Meaning sorts group words by semantic categories, such as synonyms, antonyms, or words related to a

common theme (e.g., animals, food). These sorts boost vocabulary depth and conceptual understanding.

Structural Sorts

These focus on morphology—prefixes, suffixes, root words, and compound words. Structural sorts help

students understand how words are formed and how meaning changes with different affixes.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While words their way word sorts are highly effective, some challenges may arise during implementation.

Difficulty Identifying Patterns

Some students may struggle initially to spot the common features in word lists. To help, model the sorting
process explicitly and provide guided practice. Visual aids, such as highlighting or color-coding patterns, can

also support comprehension.

Time Constraints

Word sorts can be time-consuming, especially in larger classrooms. To manage this, integrate shorter sorts

or focus on one type of sort per lesson. Using group sorting activities can also maximize instructional time.



Maintaining Student Engagement

Not every learner will be immediately enthusiastic about sorting words. Incorporating games,
competitions, or technology can make the experience more fun and motivating. Additionally, offering

choices in word sorts enables students to feel more invested.

Words Their Way Word Sorts in Digital Learning Environments

With the rise of online education, words their way word sorts have adapted to digital platforms that
support remote or blended learning. Interactive word sort games and apps allow learners to drag and drop

words into categories, receive instant feedback, and track progress over time.

Teachers can assign customized word sorts digitally, making differentiation easier than ever. Furthermore,
digital sorting activities often include multimedia elements like audio pronunciations, which reinforce

phonological processing.

When selecting digital tools, look for those aligned with the developmental spelling stages in words their

way and that provide meaningful practice without overwhelming learners.

Why Words Their Way Word Sorts Remain Relevant Today

In an era of diverse literacy challenges and ever-evolving educational standards, words their way word
sorts continue to offer a research-based, adaptable method for enhancing spelling and vocabulary skills.
Their emphasis on pattern recognition and active learning aligns well with contemporary instructional

approaches that prioritize student engagement and differentiated learning.

Moreover, the flexibility of word sorts allows educators to seamlessly integrate phonics, morphology, and

semantics into one cohesive activity, making it easier to address multiple literacy goals simultaneously.

For parents supporting literacy at home, words their way word sorts provide a structured yet enjoyable
way to practice spelling beyond worksheets. By turning word study into a game-like experience, children

build confidence and curiosity about language.

Whether you are a teacher, tutor, or parent, incorporating words their way word sorts into your literacy
toolkit can open doors to deeper understanding and mastery of English spelling and vocabulary. This
approach not only makes learning interactive and meaningful but also lays a strong foundation for future

reading and writing success.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are "Words Their Way' word sorts?

"Words Their Way' word sorts are hands-on activities used in literacy instruction where students
categorize words based on patterns such as spelling, sounds, or meanings to improve phonics and vocabulary

skills.

How do "Words Their Way' word sorts help students?

They help students recognize spelling patterns, improve phonemic awareness, develop vocabulary, and

enhance their ability to decode and encode words through active engagement.

At what grade levels are "Words Their Way' word sorts used?

"Words Their Way' word sorts are typically used from kindergarten through fifth grade, but they can be

adapted for older students who need additional spelling and phonics support.

What types of word sorts are included in "Words Their Way'?

The program includes sound sorts, picture sorts, syllable juncture sorts, r-controlled vowel sorts, and affix

sorts, among others, each targeting different linguistic features.

Can "Words Their Way' word sorts be used for English language learners
(ELLs)?

Yes, word sorts are effective for ELLs because they promote active learning of sound-symbol relationships

and vocabulary in an engaging, hands-on manner.

How often should teachers use "Words Their Way' word sorts in
instruction?

Teachers typically use word sorts several times a week as part of literacy centers or guided reading sessions

to reinforce word study concepts consistently.

Are there digital versions of "Words Their Way' word sorts available?

Yes, there are digital and interactive versions of "Words Their Way' word sorts available through various

educational platforms, which allow for more interactive and remote learning experiences.



How do you assess student progress with "Words Their Way' word sorts?

Assessment can be done through observation during sorting activities, spelling tests, writing samples, and

formal word knowledge assessments aligned with the sorts.

‘What materials are needed to implement "Words Their Way' word sorts
effectively?

Materials typically include word cards, sorting mats, recording sheets, and sometimes magnetic or digital

tools to facilitate hands-on sorting activities.

Additional Resources

Words Their Way Word Sorts: An In-Depth Review of an Influential Literacy Tool

words their way word sorts have become a foundational component in literacy instruction, widely adopted
by educators seeking to enhance students’ phonics, vocabulary, and spelling skills. As a hands-on,
developmental approach to word study, Words Their Way word sorts offer a structured framework for
learners to categorize and analyze words based on sounds, patterns, and meanings. This article examines the
core features, educational benefits, and practical considerations surrounding Words Their Way word sorts,

highlighting why this tool remains relevant in modern classrooms.

What Are Words Their Way Word Sorts?

Words Their Way is a research-based program developed by developmental spelling experts Donald Bear,
Shane Templeton, and Francine Johnston. At its heart, the method uses word sorts—interactive activities
where students group words according to specific patterns or attributes. These patterns can involve
phonetic elements (such as vowel sounds), orthographic features (like spelling patterns), or semantic

relationships (such as word meanings or roots).

‘Word sorts shift the traditional rote memorization of spelling lists into an investigative process. Instead of
passively memorizing words, students actively engage in categorizing and comparing, which fosters
deeper understanding of language structures. This approach aligns with constructivist theories that
emphasize learner involvement in meaning-making, making Words Their Way word sorts an effective

tool for diverse literacy levels.



Core Components and Features

Words Their Way word sorts are organized around developmental stages, allowing educators to tailor

instruction to the specific needs of students. The program identifies five primary stages:
e Emergent Stage: Focuses on basic concepts of print and letter recognition, suitable for preschoolers
and kindergarteners.

¢ Letter Name-Alphabetic Stage: Emphasizes sound-letter relationships and simple patterns, ideal for

early readers.

¢ Within Word Pattern Stage: Targets more complex vowel patterns and r-controlled vowels,

typically for grades 2-4.

¢ Syllables and Affixes Stage: Concentrates on multisyllabic words, prefixes, suffixes, and root words,

aimed at upper elementary students.

¢ Derivational Relations Stage: Explores Greek and Latin roots and affixes, focusing on advanced

vocabulary and spelling for middle school and beyond.

Each stage includes a variety of word sorts, ranging from teacher-led to student-driven activities. The sorts

are designed to be flexible, allowing for differentiation and scaffolding based on learner progress.

Types of Word Sorts

The program incorporates several types of sorts to cater to different learning objectives:
e Closed Sorts: Words are pre-categorized, and students must sort them into predefined groups, which
aids in pattern recognition.

¢ Open Sorts: Students sort words based on their own criteria, promoting higher-order thinking and

analysis.

e Blind Sorts: Words are presented without categories, requiring students to infer sorting principles

independently.

¢ Speed Sorts: Timed activities that encourage fluency and automaticity in recognizing word patterns.



These varied approaches ensure that Words Their Way word sorts can engage learners through multiple

modalities, reinforcing spelling and vocabulary through repetition and critical thinking.

Educational Impact and Effectiveness

Research on the efficacy of Words Their Way word sorts consistently underscores positive outcomes in
students’ phonological awareness, spelling accuracy, and reading comprehension. By focusing on
developmental stages, the program meets learners where they are, enabling incremental mastery of

complex language features.

A 2017 study published in the Journal of Literacy Research examined the impact of Words Their Way on
elementary students’ spelling proficiency over a semester. Results indicated a statistically significant
improvement in spelling test scores compared to control groups using traditional memorization techniques.

The active engagement inherent in word sorts was cited as a major factor contributing to this success.

Moreover, the kinesthetic and visual nature of sorting appeals to diverse learning styles, including
auditory, visual, and tactile learners. This inclusiveness makes Words Their Way adaptable for classrooms

with varied student populations, including those with learning disabilities or English language learners.

Pros and Cons of Using Words Their Way Word Sorts

No educational tool is without limitations, and a balanced review of Words Their Way word sorts

acknowledges both strengths and challenges.

e Pros:

o

Supports developmental progression, allowing for differentiated instruction.

o

Encourages active learning and critical thinking.

o Engages multiple learning modalities.

o Can be integrated with existing literacy curricula.

Provides extensive teacher resources and assessment tools.

o



e Cons:

o Requires teacher training for optimal implementation.

[¢]

Some educators find the program time-consuming in busy schedules.

o May require supplementary materials to fully address certain learner needs.

[¢]

Less emphasis on digital integration compared to newer literacy tools.

Addressing these considerations is essential for schools and educators deciding how to incorporate Words

Their Way word sorts into their instructional repertoire.

Practical Application in the Classroom

Implementing Words Their Way word sorts effectively requires thoughtful planning. Teachers often
begin by assessing students’ spelling stages to select appropriate word lists. From there, word sorts can be

conducted in small groups, pairs, or individually, fostering peer collaboration or independent inquiry.

Technology integration, while not a core part of the traditional Words Their Way program, can enhance
engagement. Digital platforms and interactive whiteboards allow for dynamic sorting activities, immediate

feedback, and tracking of student progress.

Additionally, word sorts can be connected to writing exercises, encouraging students to apply spelling
patterns in context. This cross-disciplinary integration reinforces learning and helps students transfer skills

beyond isolated word study.

Comparisons with Other Word Study Programs

‘When compared to alternative word study methods, such as Orton-Gillingham or Wilson Reading System,
Words Their Way word sorts stand out due to their developmental framework and flexibility. While
Orton-Gillingham focuses heavily on explicit phonics instruction primarily for struggling readers, Words

Their Way offers a broader scope suitable for a wider range of literacy levels.

Wilson Reading System emphasizes structured multisensory instruction, similar in some respects to Words

Their Way’s kinesthetic sorting. However, Words Their Way’s emphasis on student discovery and pattern



recognition provides a distinctive pedagogical advantage for promoting metalinguistic awareness.

The Role of Words Their Way Word Sorts in Modern Literacy

Education

In an era where literacy demands are evolving with digital communication and diverse learner needs,
Words Their Way word sorts continue to offer foundational benefits. Their adaptability allows educators to
address changing standards, such as the Common Core State Standards, which emphasize phonics,

vocabulary development, and spelling conventions.

Furthermore, the program’s focus on morphological awareness—understanding roots, prefixes, and
suffixes—prepares students for advanced vocabulary encountered in academic texts. This aspect is critical

for bridging the gap between basic decoding skills and higher-level reading comprehension.

As literacy instruction increasingly incorporates technology, integrating Words Their Way with digital
resources could enhance its reach and effectiveness. Some educators have adapted word sorts into

interactive apps and online platforms, though official digital versions remain limited.

Ultimately, Words Their Way word sorts represent a proven, research-backed approach to developing
foundational language skills. Their continued use and adaptation reflect their enduring value in literacy

education.

Through a combination of developmental insight, interactive methodology, and instructional flexibility,
Words Their Way word sorts remain a vital tool for educators committed to fostering comprehensive
literacy skills. Their capacity to engage students actively in analyzing language patterns underscores their

lasting impact in classrooms worldwide.
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using word sorts with minimal preparation and to easily reinforce previous word sort skills as
students learn and build new ones. Designed for use as part of a reading curriculum where word
pattern spelling is covered, topics provide step-by-step instructions on how to introduce and guide
students through the sorting lesson. The freeWords Their Way CD-ROM supplement is loaded with
extra pdf files of games, word sorts, word lists, and game boards providing ready to print activities
for new teachers. The Companion Website provides a resource for additional spelling inventories for
grades 1-3, resources for using word sorts with ELL learners, and links to related word study
websites. Designed for use as part of a reading curriculum where word pattern spelling is covered.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Marcia Invernizzi, Francine Johnston, Donald
Bear, Shane Templeton, 2017-01-04 This third edition contains 59 prepared sorts covering the
complete curriculum of word study for learners in the within word pattern stage of spelling
development and includes a number of new features to support effective teaching and learning.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Francine R. Johnston, Marcia Invernizzi, Donald
R. Bear, 2005 A supplement for 'Reading Methods' courses, this book can be used as an
accompaniment to phonics, spelling, and/or word study curriculum. It provides a research-based way
to study syllables and affixes with students, augmenting that content with numerous reproducible
sorts that specifically address the needs of the syllables and affixes speller.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way: Pearson New International Edition Marcia
Invernizzi, 2013-08-06 The book begins by reexamining short- and long-vowel sounds with picture
sorts, moving on to word sorts to thoroughly examine vowel patterns and assess students'
understanding of short- and long-vowel patterns. The text moves on to dipthongs and other
ambiguous vowel sounds, and finally to complex consonants and consonant clusters, contractions,
inflectional endings and homophones.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Francine Johnston, Marcia Invernizzi, Donald
Bear, Shane Templeton, 2017-01-04 Presenting prepared sorts covering the complete curriculum of
word study for the letter name-alphabetic state of spelling development, this new edition includes 11
new sorts, clearly stated generalizations for each lesson, step-by-step directions for each sort, and a
new pacing chart and goal setting record form.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Marcia Invernizzi, Francine Johnston, Donald
Bear, Shane Templeton, 2009 Designed for use as part of a reading curriculum where word pattern
spelling is covered, this supplemental book expands and enriches the practical, research-based, and
classroom proven way to study words with students, specifically Word Pattern spelling.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way: Pearson New International Edition
Francine R. Johnston, Donald R. Bear, Marcia R. Invernizzi, Shane Templeton, 2014 Click here to
view videos of the authors talking about Words Their Way Words Their Way(R) companion volumes,
2e We believe that the hands-on word sorting approach to word study is invaluable to you and your
students. These stage-specific companion volumes to Words Their Way(R): Word Study for Phonics,
Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction provide a complete curriculum of reproducible sorts and
detailed directions for the teacher working with students in each stage of spelling development,
from emergent through derivational relations. Broaden your word study understanding and
instruction with this expanded word sorting tool for week by week implementation with Letter
Name-Alphabetic spellers (Grades K - 3). This collection of sorts includes both picture and word
sorts for students who are in the letter name-alphabetic stage of spelling development, beginning
readers. Sorting lessons begin with picture sorts that quickly review initial consonants and then
cover same-vowel word families and digraphs and blends. These sorting activities are followed by a
short vowel study apart from word families and continue reviewing digraph and blends in CVC
words.The last sorts introduce r-controlled vowels and contractions.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Francine Johnston, 2005

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Francine R. Johnston, Donald R. Bear, Marcia
Invernizzi, Shane Templeton, 2019

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Donald R Bear, Marcia Invernizzi, Ph.D.,




Francine Johnston, Shane Templeton, 2016-06-10 0134613740 / 9780134613741 Words Their Way:
Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction plus Words Their Way: Word Sorts for
Derivational Relations Spellers Package 1/e Package consists of: 0133996336 / 9780133996333
Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction 6/e 0135145783 /
9780135145784 Words Their Way Word Sorts for Derivational Relations Spellers 2/e

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Word Sorts for Derivational Relations
Spellers Shane Templeton, Francine Johnston, Marcia R. Invernizzi, Donald R. Bear, 2018-05-11 For
courses in Reading Methods (Supplementary) / Phonological Awareness and Phonics The ideal
stage-specific companion to Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling
Instruction. In keeping with the authors' belief that the hands-on, word sorting approach to word
study is invaluable to teachers and students alike, this volume presents prepared sorts and activities
covering the full curriculum of word study for advanced readers and writers in the derivational
relations stage of spelling development (Grades 5-12). Complete with 60 sorts, and dozens of other
activities and assessments, this book provides all of the resources needed to teach word origins and
word spelling-meaning relationships. Together, the Words Their Way core text and this supplement
provide teachers with the knowledge and tools to meet the wide range of needs in today's
classrooms. The 3rd Editio n includes enhanced step-by-step directions for each sort and new
generalization, explore, and apply sections.

words their way word sorts: Word Sorts for Letter Name-Alphabetic Spellers, Global
Edition Francine R. Johnston, Marcia Invernizzi, Donald R. Bear, Shane Templeton, 2018-08-06 The
full text downloaded to your computer With eBooks you can: search for key concepts, words and
phrases make highlights and notes as you study share your notes with friends eBooks are
downloaded to your computer and accessible either offline through the Bookshelf (available as a free
download), available online and also via the iPad and Android apps. Upon purchase, you will receive
via email the code and instructions on how to access this product. Time limit The eBooks products
do not have an expiry date. You will continue to access your digital ebook products whilst you have
your Bookshelf installed. In keeping with the authors’ belief that the hands-on word sorting
approach to word study is invaluable to teachers and students alike, this volume presents prepared
sorts covering the complete curriculum of word study for the letter name-alphabetic stage of
spelling development. Complete with 60 blackline masters, specific teacher directions, suggestions
for follow-up activities, and spell checks for ongoing assessment, this collection of sorts includes
both picture and word sorts for students who are in the letter name-alphabetic stage of spelling
development. The new edition includes new sorts, clearly stated generalisations for each lesson,
step-by-step directions for each sort, and a new pacing chart and goal setting record form. Together,
the Words Their Way core text and this supplement provide teachers with the knowledge and tools
to meet the wide range of needs in today's classrooms.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Word Sorts for Syllables and Affixes Spellers
Francine R. Johnston, Marcia R. Invernizzi, Donald R. Bear, Shane Templeton, 2013-11-01 Click here
to view videos of the authors talking about Words Their Way Words Their Way(R) companion
volumes, 2e We believe that the hands-on word sorting approach to word study is invaluable to you
and your students. These stage-specific companion volumes to Words Their Way(R): Word Study for
Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction provide a complete curriculum of reproducible sorts
and detailed directions for the teacher working with students in each stage of spelling development,
from emergent through derivational relations. This collection of word sorting activities is for
students who are in the syllables and affixes stage of spelling development, typically intermediate or
advanced readers and writers (Grades 3 to 8). These students are ready to study multi-syllabic
words-beginning with consonant doubling, plural endings and moving through the study of basic
prefixes and suffixes. The sorts in this collection present 24 words each week, selected according to
their frequency of occurrence in reading materials and allowing students to discover spelling
generalizations or to compare syllable juncture features and patterns.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Donald R. Bear, 2003



words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Donald R. Bear, Marcia Invernizzi, Shane
Templeton, Francine R. Johnston, 2011-03-15 The developmentally driven Words Their Waya
instructional approach is a phenomenon in word study, providing a practical way to study words
with students. The keys to this successful, research-based approach are to know your students'
literacy progress, organize for instruction, and implement word study. The Fifth Edition features an
innovative redesign and introduces technology integration aligning text to all new classroom video,
an interactive classroom assessment application, prepared and create-your-own word sorts, games,
and more specific to each chapter. It gives you all the tools you need to carry out word study
instruction that will motivate and engage your students, and help them to succeed in literacy
learning. Ordered in a developmental format, Words Their Waya complements the use of any
existing phonics, spelling, and vocabulary curricula. We invite you to see what's new in Words Their
Waya *Ground-breaking online PDToolkit for Words Their Waya gives educators access to: * all new
how-to classroom videos* interactive classroom assessment tool featuring new user-friendly
navigation* prepared and create-your-own word sorts * games, templates, and more *
Complimentary 6-month access packaged with each new Fifth Edition* To learn more, please visit:
http: //pdtoolkit.pearson.com* Innovative redesign of the book introduces technology integration
aligning text to online videos, sorts, and assessments specific to each chapter.* Unprecedented
inclusion of progress monitoring throughout the book.*Brand-new continuum of support model
offers tips for better planning and carrying out word study lessons in the classroom.* Expanded
discussion on oral vocabulary, secondary instruction, writing, and early/middle/late phases in the
derivational relations stage.*Updated collection of classroom activities helps build the skills students
need to move on to the next developmental stage. *New Resources for Implementing Word Study in
Your Classroom provides information about resources teachers can use in their
instruction.*Enhanced coverage of English learners provides tips and strategies for modifying
instructio
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words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Donald R. Bear, Marcia Invernizzi, Francine
Johnston, Shane Templeton, 2009-01-23 We believe that the hands-on word sorting approach to
word study is invaluable to you and your students. These stage-specific companion volumes to Words
Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction provide a complete
curriculum of reproducible sorts and detailed directions for the teacher working with students in
each stage of spelling development, from emergent through derivational relations. This first volume
introduces the idea of concept sorts for students in the emergent stage of spelling development
(Pre-K through Grade 1). The word study lesson plan format of demonstrate, sort, check, and reflect
is expanded in this stage to include reading aloud and writing activities. The early concept sorting
activities are followed with picture sorts that develop phonemic awareness and include activities for
rhyming, syllabication, and sound play. Alphabet knowledge and letter recognition are then covered,
along with sorts that look at concept of word in print, as well as poems, jingles and short text
selections that can be shared with children. Students are then ushered into sorts that introduce
beginning consonants with pictures, laying the foundation for the letter-name stage.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Donald R. Bear, Marcia Invernizzi, Francine
Johnston, Shane Templeton, 2019-01-02 This ISBN is for the Enhanced Pearson eText access card. A
hands-on, developmentally-driven approach to word study that illustrates how to integrate and teach
phonics, vocabulary, and spelling skills to all students. Words Their Way is a developmental
approach to phonics, vocabulary, and spelling instruction. Guided by an informed interpretation of
spelling errors and other literacy behaviors, Words Their Way offers a systematic, teacher-directed,
child-centered plan for the study of words from kindergarten to high school. The keys to this
research-based approach are knowing your students' literacy progress, organizing for instruction,
and implementing word study. The 7th Edition features a new chapter (9) on organizing word study
in the classroom, as well as new activities, progress monitoring materials, and sample lesson plans.
With its newly designed website that includes automatically scored spelling assessments and over



130 interactive sorts, Words Their Way, provides a complete word study curriculum that will
motivate and engage your students while helping them to succeed in literacy learning. Improve
mastery and retention with the Enhanced Pearson eText* The Enhanced Pearson eText is: Engaging.
The new interactive, multimedia learning features were developed by the authors and other
subject-matter experts to deepen and enrich the learning experience. Convenient. Enjoy instant
online access from your computer or download the Pearson eText App to read on or offline on your
iPad(R) and Android(R) tablet.** Affordable. Experience the advantages of the Enhanced Pearson
eText along with all the benefits of print for 40% to 50% less than a print bound book. *The
Enhanced eText features are only available in the Pearson eText format. They are not available in
third-party eTexts or downloads. **The Pearson eText App is available on Google Play and in the App
Store. It requires Android OS 3.1-4, a 7 or 10 tablet, or iPad iOS 5.0 or later. NOTE: You are
purchasing an access card only. Before purchasing, check with your instructor to ensure you select
the correct ISBN. Several versions of the Enhanced Pearson eText platform exist for each title, and
registrations are not transferable. To register for and use Enhanced Pearson eText, you may also
need a Course ID, which your instructor will provide.

words their way word sorts: Words Their Way Letter and Picture Sorts for Emergent Spellers
Donald R. Bear, Marcia A Invernizzi, Francine R. Johnston, Shane Templeton, 2013-11-01 Click here
to view videos of the authors talking about Words Their Way! Words Their Way(r) companion
volumes, 2e We believe that the hands-on word sorting approach to word study is invaluable to you
and your students. These stage-specific companion volumes to Words Their Way(r): Word Study for
Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction provide a complete curriculum of reproducible sorts
and detailed directions for the teacher working with students in each stage of spelling development,
from emergent through derivational relations. This first volume introduces the idea of concept sorts
for students in the emergent stage of spelling development (Pre-K through Grade 1). The word study
lesson plan format of demonstrate, sort, check, and reflect is expanded in this stage to include
reading aloud and writing activities. The early concept sorting activities are followed with picture
sorts that develop phonemic awareness and include activities for rhyming, syllabication, and sound
play. Alphabet knowledge and letter recognition are then covered, along with sorts that look at
concept of word in print, as well as poems, jingles and short text selections that can be shared with
children.Students are then ushered into sorts that introduce beginning consonants with pictures,
laying the foundation for the letter-name stage.

words their way word sorts: Word Sorts for Within Word Pattern Spellers,: Pearson New
International Edition PDF eBook Marcia Invernizzi, Francine R. Johnston, Shane Templeton,
Donald R. Bear, 2013-08-27 Click here to view videos of the authors talking about Words Their Way!
Words Their Way ™ companion volumes, 2e We believe that the hands-on word sorting approach to
word study is invaluable to you and your students. These stage-specific companion volumes to Words
Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction provide a complete
curriculum of reproducible sorts and detailed directions for the teacher working with students in
each stage of spelling development, from emergent through derivational relations. Designed to help
teachers working with transitional readers in the within word pattern stage of spelling development
(Grades 1 - 4), the sorts in this companion volume help students begin contrasting long and short
vowels and sorting words by grammatical and semantic features. The book begins by reexamining
short- and long-vowel sounds with picture sorts, moving on to word sorts to thoroughly examine
vowel patterns and assess students’ understanding of short- and long-vowel patterns. The text moves
on to dipthongs and other ambiguous vowel sounds, and finally to complex consonants and
consonant clusters, contractions, inflectional endings and homophones.
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