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Diane Franklin Better Off Dead: A Nostalgic Look at an ’'80s Cult Classic

diane franklin better off dead is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the
quirky charm and offbeat humor of the 1985 cult comedy film *Better Off
Dead*. Diane Franklin, known for her memorable roles in 1980s teen comedies,
played a significant part in the movie’s lasting appeal. For fans of the
decade’s cinematic gems, her performance remains a highlight, contributing to
the film's unique blend of wit, romance, and absurdity.

In this article, we’ll dive into Diane Franklin’s role in *Better Off Dead*,
explore how the film fits into her career, and discuss why this quirky movie
continues to captivate audiences decades later. Along the way, we’ll touch on
some interesting trivia, her acting journey, and how *Better Off Dead*
symbolizes a particular slice of 1980s pop culture.

The Role of Diane Franklin in Better Off Dead

Diane Franklin portrayed the character Monigque Junot, a French exchange
student who becomes the love interest of the main character, Lane Meyer,
played by John Cusack. Monique adds a romantic and comedic flair to the film,
standing out amid the movie’s often surreal and slapstick moments.

Monique Junot: A Memorable Character

Monique 1is not your typical love interest. With her thick French accent,
playful demeanor, and occasional witty insults, she brings a fresh and
unexpected dynamic to the story. Franklin’s portrayal of Monique was
endearing and humorous, giving the movie a charming international twist.

Her character helped balance the film’s sometimes dark themes—such as teenage
angst and rejection—with lighthearted moments. Diane Franklin’s ability to
deliver comedic timing while maintaining genuine warmth made Monique a
beloved character for viewers.

Diane Franklin and the 1980s Teen Comedy Scene

By the time *Better Off Dead* was released, Diane Franklin was already making
waves in the teen movie genre. She starred in other popular ’'80s films like
*The Last American Virgin* and *Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure*. Franklin’s
career during this era was marked by roles that blended youthful innocence
with a dash of sophistication, often playing characters who were more than
just the typical “high school crush.”

Her role in *Better Off Dead* cemented her status as a familiar face in ’80s
teen cinema, contributing to the film’s cult status and ongoing fan
appreciation.



The Enduring Appeal of Better Off Dead

*Better Off Dead* stands out as one of the quirkiest teen comedies of its
time. Directed by Savage Steve Holland, it mixes sharp humor, surreal
animation sequences, and themes of adolescent heartbreak and perseverance.
Diane Franklin’s contribution as Monique helped humanize the story, giving
viewers a relatable anchor amid the eccentricity.

Unique Storytelling and Humor

The film’s plot revolves around Lane Meyer’s desperate attempts to win back
his ex—-girlfriend while dealing with absurd obstacles, including a jealous
French exchange student (Monique), a suicidal paperboy, and an ever-present
army of bullies. This blend of bizarre characters and slapstick comedy makes
*Better Off Dead* unlike many of its contemporaries.

Diane Franklin’s role is significant because she adds a sense of authenticity
and charm to the film’s romance subplot, making it more than just a side
story.

Iconic Scenes Featuring Diane Franklin

One of the most memorable scenes featuring Diane Franklin is when Monique
confronts Lane with her iconic line about making “a deal with the devil.” Her
playful sarcasm and flirtation liven up the screen and have been quoted by
fans for years.

Franklin’s chemistry with John Cusack provides some of the film’s most
enjoyable moments, blending awkward teenage romance with clever dialogue and
physical comedy.

Diane Franklin’s Career After Better Off Dead

While *Better Off Dead* remains a standout film in Diane Franklin’s career,
she continued to work steadily in film and television throughout the late
'80s and beyond. Her versatility has allowed her to take on a variety of
roles, although many fans remember her best for her early work in teen
comedies.

Transitioning Beyond Teen Roles

Diane Franklin managed to transition from teenage roles into more mature
parts, including guest appearances on popular TV shows and roles in
independent films. She also ventured into stage acting and authoring books,
showcasing her multi-talented nature.



Legacy and Fanbase

Thanks to movies like *Better Off Dead*, Diane Franklin has maintained a
loyal fanbase. Nostalgia for ’'80s culture and cinema has kept her work in the
spotlight, with many fans revisiting her films through streaming platforms
and retro film festivals.

Her impact on the teen comedy genre is often celebrated by film enthusiasts
who appreciate the unique blend of humor and heart she brought to her
characters.

Why Better Off Dead Remains Relevant Today

More than three decades after its release, *Better Off Dead* still resonates
with audiences, partly due to Diane Franklin’s memorable performance but also
because of the film’s timeless themes of teenage uncertainty and resilience.

The Film’s Cult Status

*Better Off Dead* gained cult status because it didn’t conform to typical
Hollywood formulas. Its quirky humor and unconventional narrative attract
viewers who enjoy offbeat comedies. Diane Franklin’s role as Monique is often
cited as a key factor in the movie’s charm and enduring popularity.

Lessons from the Movie

Beyond laughs, the film touches on themes such as dealing with rejection,
self-discovery, and the importance of not giving up—even when life feels
chaotic. Diane Franklin’s Monique represents the unexpected support and
connection that can come from unlikely places.

LSI Keywords and Related Topics

In exploring Diane Franklin’s contribution to *Better Off Dead*, it’s worth
noting related topics like ’80s teen comedies, John Cusack films, Savage
Steve Holland'’s directing style, cult classic movies from the 1980s, and the
portrayal of teenage romance in film. These elements all connect to the
context in which Franklin’s role shines.

Tips for New Viewers Watching Better Off Dead

If you’ve never seen *Better Off Dead*, here are a few tips to enhance your
viewing experience:

e Appreciate the Era: Embrace the 1980s style, from the fashion to the
soundtrack, which adds to the film’s nostalgic charm.



e Look for the Humor: The movie uses a mix of slapstick, surreal
animation, and witty dialogue, so keep an eye out for subtle jokes.

e Notice Diane Franklin’'s Performance: Pay attention to how Monique’s
character adds depth and balance to the story.

e Explore the Soundtrack: The music complements the film’s mood perfectly
and is a hallmark of ’'80s teen movies.

Watching *Better Off Dead* with these points in mind can help you appreciate
why Diane Franklin’s role remains significant in the landscape of classic
teen comedies.

Diane Franklin’s performance in *Better Off Dead* is a testament to her
talent and the unique atmosphere of 1980s cinema. The film’s quirky humor,
memorable characters, and unconventional storytelling continue to delight
fans old and new, proving that sometimes the most offbeat movies leave the
longest-lasting impressions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Diane Franklin in 'Better Off Dead'?

Diane Franklin plays the character Monigque Junot, the French exchange student
and love interest of the protagonist in the 1985 film 'Better Off Dead.'

What role does Diane Franklin's character play in
'Better Off Dead'?

Diane Franklin's character, Monique Junot, is the charming and confident
French exchange student who becomes the object of affection for the main
character, Lane Meyer.

Is Diane Franklin's performance in 'Better Off Dead'
well-received?

Yes, Diane Franklin's performance as Monique Junot is often praised for
adding charm and humor to the film, making her character memorable among
fans.

How does Diane Franklin's character influence the
plot of 'Better Off Dead'?

Monique Junot, played by Diane Franklin, motivates the protagonist Lane to
overcome his challenges and win her affection, driving much of the film's
romantic and comedic elements.

What is a memorable scene involving Diane Franklin in
'Better Off Dead'?

A memorable scene is when Monique teaches Lane how to ski, showcasing both



her playful personality and the developing relationship between the
characters.

Did Diane Franklin appear in any other notable 1980s
films?

Yes, Diane Franklin appeared in several 1980s films including 'The Last
American Virgin' and 'Bill & Ted's Excellent Adventure.'

How did Diane Franklin prepare for her role in
'Better Off Dead'?

Diane Franklin prepared for her role by adopting a French accent and
embodying the confident, flirtatious personality of Monique Junot to bring
authenticity to the character.

What makes Diane Franklin's character stand out in
'Better Off Dead'?

Monique's unique blend of confidence, wit, and charm, combined with Diane
Franklin's engaging performance, makes the character stand out in the teen
comedy genre.

Has Diane Franklin spoken about her experience
working on 'Better Off Dead'?

Diane Franklin has spoken fondly about her experience on 'Better Off Dead,'
recalling the fun atmosphere on set and the lasting impact of the film on her
career.

Where can I watch Diane Franklin's performance in
'Better Off Dead'?

'Better Off Dead' is available on various streaming platforms and for rental
or purchase on digital stores, where you can watch Diane Franklin's
performance as Monique Junot.

Additional Resources

Diane Franklin Better Off Dead: An In-Depth Look at Her Role in the Cult
Classic

diane franklin better off dead is a phrase that often surfaces among fans and
cinephiles discussing the 1985 cult classic "Better Off Dead." Diane
Franklin, a prominent actress in the 1980s, gained significant attention for
her role as Beth, the love interest of the film’s protagonist. This article
explores Diane Franklin’s contribution to the movie, the significance of her
character, and how her performance continues to resonate with audiences
decades later.



The Role of Diane Franklin in "Better Off Dead"

"Better Off Dead," directed by Savage Steve Holland, is a dark comedy that
blends elements of teen angst, surreal humor, and romantic misadventure.
Diane Franklin’s portrayal of Beth, a high school cheerleader, is central to
the film’s narrative. Beth’s character serves as the object of affection for
Lane Meyer, played by John Cusack, whose awkward and often bizarre attempts
to win her over drive much of the plot.

Franklin’s performance stands out due to the nuanced balance she strikes
between the archetypal 1980s cheerleader and a more layered character. Unlike
many teen love interests of the era, Beth is portrayed with subtlety,
showcasing moments of vulnerability and kindness amid the film’s often
absurdist tone. This complexity adds depth to the movie’s romantic subplot,
elevating it beyond typical teenage comedy clichés.

Character Dynamics and Chemistry

One of the most discussed aspects of Diane Franklin’s role in "Better Off
Dead" is her on-screen chemistry with John Cusack. The awkward charm of Lane
and the more grounded, yet approachable, demeanor of Beth create a dynamic
that feels authentic despite the film’s surreal elements. This chemistry 1is
essential in making the romantic storyline believable and engaging.

Moreover, Franklin’s ability to convey sincerity and warmth contrasts
effectively with the film’'s offbeat humor. This contrast enhances the
emotional stakes of the movie, providing an anchor for viewers amidst the
more eccentric scenes, such as the iconic paperboy chase and the animated
sequences.

Diane Franklin’s Career Context and Impact

To understand Diane Franklin’s significance in "Better Off Dead," it’s
helpful to contextualize her career around the mid-1980s. Before this film,
Franklin had already made a name for herself in teen and horror genres,
appearing in movies like "The Last American Virgin" (1982) and "Amityville
ITI: The Possession" (1982). Her role in "Better Off Dead" helped solidify her
status as a prominent figure in 1980s teen cinema.

Comparison with Contemporary Teen Films

During the 1980s, teen movies often featured formulaic characters and
predictable story arcs. However, "Better Off Dead" distinguished itself
through its dark humor and quirky narrative style. Diane Franklin’s role
exemplifies this uniqueness. Unlike the stereotypical cheerleader characters
played by other actresses of the period, Franklin’s Beth is more relatable
and less one-dimensional.

When compared to contemporaries like Molly Ringwald, who often portrayed the
guintessential girl-next-door, Franklin brought a blend of sophistication and
accessibility to her role. This allowed "Better Off Dead" to carve out its
own niche in the crowded teen comedy market of the 1980s.



Lasting Influence and Fan Reception

The phrase "diane franklin better off dead" remains relevant partly due to
the film’s enduring cult status. Fans of the movie frequently praise
Franklin’s performance for its charm and authenticity. Online forums and
retrospectives often highlight how her portrayal contributed significantly to
the movie’s emotional core.

Furthermore, Diane Franklin’s ongoing engagement with fans through
conventions and interviews has helped maintain interest in both her career
and the film. This interaction underscores the timeless appeal of her role
and the film’s ability to resonate across generations.

Analyzing "Better Off Dead" Through Diane
Franklin’'s Lens

Looking at "Better Off Dead" through the prism of Diane Franklin’s
involvement offers insights into the film’s broader themes and stylistic
choices. Her character serves as a narrative anchor, grounding the film’s
more fantastical elements in a recognizable emotional reality.

Thematic Significance of Beth’s Character

Beth is not merely a romantic interest; she symbolizes the protagonist’s
journey toward self-acceptance and emotional maturity. Diane Franklin’s
portrayal captures this evolution subtly, making Beth a catalyst for Lane’s
growth rather than Jjust a prize to be won.

This thematic depth is one reason why the character has endured in popular
culture. The film’s blend of comedy and coming-of-age dilemmas is embodied in
Beth’s interactions with Lane, highlighting the challenges of adolescent
identity and relationships.

Performance Style and Cinematic Contribution

Franklin’s acting style in "Better Off Dead" combines naturalism with the
heightened reality typical of 1980s comedies. Her measured delivery and
expressive facial cues enhance the script’s witty dialogue and the director’s
eccentric vision. This balance is crucial to the film’s tone, preventing it
from tipping into pure farce.

In addition, Franklin’s physical presence—her confident yet approachable
demeanor—helps to visually distinguish Beth from other characters. This
distinction aids in audience investment, making the romantic storyline more
compelling and believable.

Legacy of Diane Franklin’s Role in "Better Off



Dead"

More than three decades after its release, "Better Off Dead" remains a
significant entry in the teen comedy genre, with Diane Franklin’s role as
Beth regarded as a highlight. The film’s unconventional humor and heartfelt
moments continue to attract new viewers, and Franklin’s performance is often
cited as a key element of its success.

Her work in the movie exemplifies how a well-crafted supporting role can
elevate a film, contributing to its lasting popularity. For those exploring
1980s cinema or the development of teen films, Diane Franklin’s role in
"Better Off Dead" offers a valuable case study in character development and
genre innovation.

Ultimately, Diane Franklin’s portrayal in "Better Off Dead" is a testament to
her talent and the film’s enduring charm. Her contribution helps the movie
maintain its place as a beloved cult classic, ensuring that discussions
around "diane franklin better off dead" will persist among film enthusiasts
for years to come.
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diane franklin better off dead: Diane Franklin Michael Picarella, 2022-02-08 A third in a
series of Diane Franklin books, Excellent Comedy is a tribute memoir about the 1985, cult-classic,
comedy film Better Off Dead. Anyone who knows the film will treasure this book for it's behind the
scenes stories, never before seen photographs and hilarious contributions from writer/director,
Savage Steve Holland! Fun, factual and full of 80s nostalgia! Ages 13+

diane franklin better off dead: The Films of the Eighties Robert A. Nowlan, 1991-01-01 The
1980s had more than its share of both emerging stars and final tributes paid to luminaries, as well as
smash hits and bombs, memorable and boring performances, and new trends and tried-and-true
formula offerings. The Film of the Eighties includes numerous examples of all of these. Each entry
has the year of release, production company, country of origin (U.S., U.K., Australian, Canadian),
leading performers and the characters they portrayed, and comprehensive credits. A brief
description, review, and evaluation of the film's cinematic values (if any) are also provided.

diane franklin better off dead: 100 Greatest Cult Films Christopher J. Olson, 2018-04-12 The
term “cult film” may be difficult to define, but one thing is certain: A cult film is any movie that has
developed a rabid following for one reason or another. From highly influential works of pop art like
Eraserhead and Faster, Pussycat! Kill! Kill! to trash masterpieces such as Miami Connection and
Fateful Findings, thousands of movies have earned recognition as cult classics over the years, and
new movies rise to cult status every year. So how do viewers searching for the best or most
important cult films decide where to start? In 100 Greatest Cult Films, Christopher ]J. Olson
highlights the most provocative, intriguing, entertaining, and controversial films produced over the
last century. The movies included here have either earned reputations as bona fide cult classics or
have in some way impacted our understanding of cult cinema, often transcending traditional notions
of “good” and “bad” while featuring memorable characters, unforgettably shocking scenes, and
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exceptionally quotable dialogue. With detailed arguments for why these films deserve to be
considered among the greatest of all time, Olson provides readers fodder for debate and a
jumping-off point for future watching. A thought-provoking and accessible look at dozens of
cinematic “treasures,” this resource includes valuable information on the films, creators, and
institutions that have shaped cult cinema. Ultimately, The 100 Greatest Cult Films offers
readers—from casual cinephiles, film scholars, and avid fans alike—a chance to discover or
re-discover some of the most memorable films of all time.

diane franklin better off dead: What 80s Pop Culture Teaches Us About Today's Workplace
Chris Clews, 2022-01-02 Oh, Carol Anne, who crooned, They're here. Poltergeist, 1982. Perhaps you
meant to say ... It's he-ere. The first full-length book that comes on the heels of its mini-book
predecessor. Let the What '80s Pop Culture series truly begin! So where does Book #2, 10 More
Iconic Movies, Even More Totally Awesome Business Lessons, take us? Cue the unforgettable '80s
quote: Where we're going, we don't need roads. (Back to the Future, 1985.) You'll need a guide for
this journey and there's no better way to travel than to hop in the time machine '80s style.
Remember the sequels craze that swept the nation with iconic films like Raiders of the Lost Ark,
Rocky, Back to the Future and every slasher film set on a street or in a camp? Yes, the '80s excelled
in creating sequels and so does Chris. So, are '80s movies really imbued with timeless lessons for
business leaders? Yes! The era of parachute pants, Members Only jackets and padded shoulders also
brought us the same creative indulgence for the workplace in the form of bigger business lessons,
bigger budgets, and anything-goes totally radical marketing. And the practical, evergreen lessons for
businesses of all kinds? They're timeless. In Book #2, you'll find 10 more unforgettable '80s movies
and even more righteous business lessons to apply at work. Plus a totally radical foreword from '80s
silver screen sweetheart Diane Franklin. Turn the pages and celebrate the arrival of a decade that
saw an explosion in creativity and the rise of the individual. Discover dozens of relatable, unique and
fun workplace lessons with a side of nostalgia. You'll never look at these movies and their characters
the same as you did before. Here are a few examples of the lessons Chris has in store: The Outsiders
-- When the chips are down, it's more important than ever to make the right decisions and Stay Gold.
The Princess Bride -- How to drop the As you wish mentality. Caddyshack -- Learn how to Be the ball
in business. Fast Times at Ridgemont High -- Why it's okay to say, I don't know. The Lost Boys --
Reject your workplace vampires. Coming to America -- When you think of garbage, think of Akeem.
Translated for the workplace? Earn your leadership. Better Off Dead -- Being successful requires
that you Get out over your skis and hit that mountain as fast as you can. Weird Science -- It takes a
bit of crazy to continue to move the business world forward. Ghostbusters -- It's true! Strapping an
unlicensed nuclear reactor on your back makes you less risk-averse. The Karate Kid -- Don't forget to
breathe. Very important is perhaps the greatest business advice of all time. In other words, you
surely don't want to lose your sh!t when it hits the fan. The timeless lessons of '80s movies (taught to
some of us as tweens and teens, and just now being discovered by younger generations) still
resonate and apply to our careers. Extract these lessons and live them every day. So, get into some
parachute pants, pump up your favorite '80s jams and get ready to learn What '80s Pop Culture Can
Teach Us About Today's Workplace. Inspired, insightful, and hilarious. -- Kevin Barnett, Screenwriter
and Producer A truly enjoyable and nostalgic read with golden nuggets of business advice
throughout. -- Karen Jones-- Karen Jones, EVP & CMO, Ryder
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2025-09-23 The TLA Film & Video Guide is the absolutely indispensable guide for the true lover of
cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding much of the
made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more comprehensive coverage of
the films the reader may actually want to see. It also features: * Over 9,500 films reviewed * Five
comprehensive indexes -- by star, director, theme, genre, and country of origin * Over 450 photos * A
listing of all the major film awards * A comprehensive selection of International Cinema from over 50
countries From one of the finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the
latest edition of the film & video guide - now expanded to include titles available on DVD - that's



perfect for everyone whose taste ranges from Pulp Fiction to Pink Flamingos, from Life is Beautiful
to Valley of the Dolls.

diane franklin better off dead: Revenge of the Nerd Curtis Armstrong, 2017-07-11 Risky
Business. Revenge of the Nerds. Better Off Dead. Moonlighting. Supernatural. American Dad. New
Girl. What do all of these movies and television shows have in common? Curtis Armstrong. A
legendary comedic second banana to a litany of major stars, Curtis is forever cemented in the public
imagination as Booger from Revenge of the Nerds. A classically trained actor, Curtis began his
incredible 40-year career on stage but progressed rapidly to film and television. He was typecast
early and it proved to be the best thing that could have happened. But there’s more to Curtis’ story
than that. Born and bred a nerd, he spent his early years between Detroit, a city so nerdy that the
word was coined there in 1951, and, improbably, Geneva, Switzerland. His adolescence and early
adulthood was spent primarily between the covers of a book and indulging his nerdy obsessions. It
was only when he found his true calling, as an actor and unintentional nerd icon, that he found true
happiness. With whip-smart, self-effacing humor, Armstrong takes us on a most unlikely
journey—one nerd’s hilarious, often touching rise to the middle. He started his life as an outcast and
matured into...well, an older, slightly paunchier, hopefully wiser outcast. In Hollywood, as in life,
that counts as winning the game.

diane franklin better off dead: Food in Film Jane Ferry, 2014-06-23 Using an interdisciplinary
approach combining film, semiotics, social-anthropology and history, this book examines food
sciences in selected films to reveal food's power to direct and impose values and beliefs, to
understand how dining venues may become sites of social contests and to reveal how food
communicated values and beliefs to individuals, to micro communities and to American Society.

diane franklin better off dead: Lipstick and Absinthe Ladyaslan, 2015-08-27 I like to be the
ghost that haunts your soul in life and in death. Sitting silently, watching as [ tear your inner fiber to
shreds as I apply lipstick and sip absinthe. I've always had vivid dreams and a tortured heart- I know
dark fantasy & desire & horror are in my blood. Welcome to my second compilation. ~Ladyaslan
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diane franklin better off dead: The Ultimate History of the '80s Teen Movie James King,
2019-03-19 For fans of The Movies That Made Us, a behind-the-scenes look at what went into
making the favorite blockbuster films of the 1980s. A trip back to the era of troubled teens and
awesome soundtracks; of Reagan, rap, and Ridgemont High; of MTV, VHS, and “Axel F”; of
outsiders, lost boys, and dead poets; of Bill and Ted, Brooke Shields, and the Brat Pack; of three
Porky’s flicks, two Coreys, and one summer when “Baby” refused to be put in a corner. The Ultimate
History of the "80s Teen Movie goes behind the scenes of a genre where cult hits mingled with
studio blockbusters, where giants like Spielberg and Coppola rubbed shoulders with baby-faced
first-timers, and where future superstars Sean, Demi, and Tom all got their big break. Music,
comedy, and politics all play a part in the surprisingly complex history of the ‘80s teen movie. And
while the films might have been aimed primarily at adolescents, the best tackle universal issues and
remain relevant to all ages. From a late '70s Hollywood influx to an early '90s indie scene that gave
youth cinema a timely reboot, film expert James King highlights the personal struggles, the social
changes, and the boardroom shake-ups that produced an iconic time in movie history. “Admirably
opting for analysis over nostalgia and gossip, King examines the origin, production, and cultural
afterlife of seemingly every youth-centric 1980s movie you've ever heard of and more . . . An
excellent adventure through a distinct and genre-spanning era in cinema history. For casual movie
fans and industry-minded cinephiles alike.” —Library Journal

diane franklin better off dead: TLA Film, Video, & DVD Guide, 2002-2003 David Bleiler,
2025-09-23 The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide 2002-2003 is the absolutely indispensible guide for
the true lover of cinema. By focusing on independent and international films, and avoiding much of
the made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more comprehensive
coverage of the films the reader may actually want to rent and see. The guide includes: * Reviews of
more than 10,000 films * Four detailed indexes - by star, director, theme, genre, and country of




origin * More than 450 photos throughout * A listing of all the major film awards, TLA Bests and
recommended films * A comprehensive selection of cinema from over 50 countries From one of the
finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the latest edition of one of the most
respected film, video, and DVD guides. The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide is perfect for anyone
whose tastes range from All About My Mother to Fight Club; from This Is Spinal Tap to Ma Vie en
Rose.

diane franklin better off dead: Food in the Movies, 2d ed. Steve Zimmerman, 2010-07-28
Although food has been part of motion pictures since the silent era, for the most part it has been
treated with about as much respect as movie extras: it's always been there on the screen but seldom
noticed. For the most part filmmakers have settled on three basic ways to treat food: as a prop in
which the food is usually obscured from sight or ignored by the actors; as a transition device to
compress time and help advance the plot; as a symbol or metaphor, or in some other meaningful
way, to make a dramatic point or to reveal an aspect of an actor's character, mood or thought
process. This hugely expanded and revised edition details 400 food scenes, in addition to the 400
films reviewed for the first edition, and an introduction tracing the technical, artistic and cultural
forces that contributed to the emergence of food films as a new genre--originated by such films as
Tampopo, Babette's Feast and more recently by films like Mostly Martha, No Reservations and
Ratatouille. A filmography is included as an appendix.

diane franklin better off dead: TLA Video & DVD Guide 2005 David Bleiler, 2025-06-25 The
TLA Video and DVD Guide 2005 is the absolutely indispensable guide to worthwhile cinema. It
includes over 10,000 entries on the best of film and video that a real film lover might actually want
to see. Unlike some of the other mass market guides that tend to be clogged with unenlightening
entries on even more unenlightening films, TLA focuses on independent, foreign, and the best of
Hollywood to bring the cineaste an opinionated guide that is both fun and useful. The guide includes:
-Reviews of more than 10,000 films -Four detailed indexes--by star, directory, country of origin, and
theme -More than 300 photos throughout -A listing of all the major film awards of the past
quarter-century, as well as TLA Bests and recommended films -A comprehensive selection of cinema
from more than 50 countries Now published annually, the TLA Video and DVD Guide is one of the
most respected guides from one of the finest names in video retailing, perfect for anyone with an
eclectic taste in cinema.

diane franklin better off dead: Laser Video Guide , 1996 The complete laser disc catalog;
movies, music and special interest including karaoke and animation.

diane franklin better off dead: Leonard Maltin's Movie Guide Leonard Maltin, 2017-11-28
Previously published as Leonard Maltin’s 2015 Movie Guide, this capstone edition includes a new
Introduction by the author. (Note: No new reviews have been added to this edition) Now that
streaming services like Netflix and Hulu can deliver thousands of movies at the touch of a button,
the only question is: What should I watch? Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; the
masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the
Marx Brothers and Woody Allen; animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign
films ever made. This capstone edition covers the modern era while including all the great older
films you can’t afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to
forgotten gems to forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential
information you could ask for. With nearly 16,000 entries and more than 13,000 DVD listings,
Leonard Maltin's Movie Guide remains “head and shoulders above the rest.” (The New York Times)
Also included are a list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting DVDs and videos,
official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17, and Leonard's list of recommended films.

diane franklin better off dead: Cartelera cinematografica, 1980-1989 Maria Luisa
Amador, Jorge Ayala Blanco, 2006 Seventh volume of exhaustive research that presents the
complete data of the exhibition of films in Mexico City during the decade of the 1980's. The
information is classified and organized containing all the opening-day films in all the movie theaters
of the capital city.



diane franklin better off dead: Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 1998 Leonard Maltin,
1997 With more than 300 new entries, 1,000 more videocassette and laser-disc listings, and an
enlarged index of leading performers and directors, the 1998 edition of this perennial bestseller
continues to be a must for every movie buff's bookshelf. Leonard Maltin's Movie & Video Guide has
long been acclaimed because of its factual authority and sheer depth of information.

diane franklin better off dead: Video Movie Guide 1997 Mick Martin, Marsha Porter, 1996
Rates more than 17,000 movies on video. Cross-indexed by director and star. More than 800 new
entries.

diane franklin better off dead: DVD & Video Guide 2004 Mick Martin, Marsha Porter, 2003
Featuring more than 400 new entries among reviews and ratings of 18,000 movies, this guide to
films that are available on video and DVD includes brand-new DVD listings, director and star
indexes, and much more. Original.
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