
got in sign language

Got in Sign Language: Understanding Its Meaning and Usage

got in sign language is a phrase that might initially seem straightforward in spoken English, but when it

comes to American Sign Language (ASL) or other sign languages, the translation isn’t always one-to-

one. Sign language expresses concepts rather than exact word-for-word translations, so understanding

how to convey “got” requires a bit of insight into the language’s structure, grammar, and cultural

nuances. Whether you’re learning sign language for communication, teaching, or personal interest,

exploring how “got” is signed can enrich your skills and deepen your appreciation of this visual

language.

What Does "Got" Mean in Sign Language?

In English, the word “got” is versatile. It can mean possession (“I got a book”), arrival (“He got here

early”), or even understanding (“I got it”). Because sign languages like ASL focus on conveying

meaning rather than exact words, the concept behind “got” is often expressed differently depending

on context.

Expressing Possession

When “got” refers to possession, ASL typically uses signs that directly indicate ownership or having

something. For example, the phrase “I got a pen” is signed by pointing to oneself for “I,” then signing

“have” or “own,” followed by the sign for “pen.” There isn’t a single sign for “got” in this context;

instead, the idea is communicated through a combination of signs that together express the intended

meaning.



Indicating Arrival or Achievement

If “got” implies arrival or achievement, like “He got here,” the signer may use signs that mean

“arrive,” “come,” or “finish,” depending on the situation. The flexibility of sign language allows for a

more descriptive approach rather than relying on a single word. This makes the message clearer and

more natural in conversation.

Showing Understanding

When “got” means understanding something (“I got it!”), the sign for “understand” or “know” is often

used. This conveys the realization or comprehension behind the statement. Sometimes, facial

expressions accompany the sign to emphasize confirmation or sudden insight.

How to Sign “Got” in American Sign Language (ASL)

Because there isn’t a direct sign for “got,” learning the correct way to sign it depends on the context.

Here are some common methods to express the various meanings of “got” in ASL:

Using the Sign “Have”

One of the simplest ways to express possession is by using the sign “have.” To do this, place both

hands in front of your chest with fingers bent slightly, then tap your chest twice. This gesture conveys

that you “have” something. For example, “I got a dog” becomes “I have dog.”



Pointing and Contextual Signs

Often, signers will point to themselves when indicating possession or use directional signs to show

movement or arrival linked to “got.” For example, to say “He got here,” you might sign “he”

(pointing), then “arrive,” illustrating the concept clearly.

Combining Signs for Clarity

Because “got” can be ambiguous, combining signs helps clarify meaning. For instance, “I got your

message” might be signed as “I understand your message,” using the sign for “understand” paired

with “your message.” This method ensures the message is effectively communicated without

confusion.

Why Understanding “Got” in Sign Language Matters

Learning how to sign “got” correctly is more than a vocabulary exercise—it’s about embracing the

nuances of sign language as a rich, expressive means of communication. When you understand how

to convey ideas like possession, arrival, or understanding visually, you become a more effective and

empathetic communicator.

Improving Communication Skills

Mastering signs related to “got” helps avoid misunderstandings in everyday conversations. Since sign

language relies heavily on context, facial expressions, and body language, knowing how to express

these concepts naturally leads to smoother interactions with Deaf and hard-of-hearing communities.



Enhancing Cultural Awareness

Sign languages are deeply tied to the cultures of Deaf communities. Learning the appropriate ways to

express common English words like “got” shows respect for the language’s structure and traditions. It

also opens the door to appreciating how sign languages shape thought and communication differently

than spoken languages.

Tips for Learning and Using “Got” in Sign Language

If you’re starting to learn sign language or aiming to expand your vocabulary, here are some practical

tips to help you grasp the concept of “got” and use it effectively:

Focus on Meaning, Not Words: Remember that sign language prioritizes conveying ideas. Think

about what “got” means in your sentence before choosing the signs.

Practice Contextual Signing: Try signing sentences with “got” in different contexts—possession,

arrival, understanding—to get comfortable with various expressions.

Watch Native Signers: Observing Deaf signers through videos or in-person can help you see

natural ways to express “got” and other concepts.

Use Facial Expressions: Non-manual signals (like eyebrow raises or head nods) are crucial in

sign language. They can emphasize meaning and emotion behind the word “got.”

Engage with the Community: Joining ASL groups or classes allows you to practice and receive

feedback, improving your fluency and confidence.



Exploring Variations Across Different Sign Languages

It’s important to recognize that “got in sign language” doesn’t translate the same way universally.

Each sign language—be it ASL, British Sign Language (BSL), or others—has its own grammar and

vocabulary.

American Sign Language vs. British Sign Language

For example, in ASL, the idea of “got” is often conveyed using “have” or “understand,” as discussed

earlier. In BSL, the signs and sentence structures differ, and learners need to familiarize themselves

with those unique rules. This highlights the importance of learning the specific sign language relevant

to your region or the community you interact with.

Other Sign Languages Around the World

Globally, sign languages vary widely. International Sign, used in some global Deaf events, also treats

concepts like “got” differently, often simplifying or adapting signs for broader understanding. When

learning or using sign language, always consider the cultural and linguistic context to communicate

effectively.

Resources for Learning “Got” and Other Signs

If you want to deepen your understanding of “got in sign language” and expand your vocabulary,

plenty of resources can guide you:



Online Video Dictionaries: Websites like Signing Savvy or ASLPro offer videos showing how to

sign various words, including related concepts to “got.”

ASL Classes and Workshops: Enrolling in classes gives you structured learning and interaction

with instructors and peers.

Mobile Apps: Apps like The ASL App or SignSchool provide convenient ways to practice signs

on the go.

Community Events: Attending Deaf meetups or cultural events allows immersive learning and

builds real-world skills.

Exploring the sign language equivalent of common English words like “got” is an excellent step toward

fluency. It challenges learners to think beyond literal translations and embrace a more visual and

conceptual form of communication. By understanding how “got” is signed, you not only improve your

vocabulary but also connect more meaningfully with Deaf culture and its rich linguistic heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'got' mean in American Sign Language (ASL)?

'Got' in ASL is often conveyed by using the sign for 'have' or 'possess,' which involves placing the

fingertips of both hands on the chest.

How do you sign 'got it' in sign language?

To sign 'got it,' you can use the sign for 'have' by touching your chest with both hands and then nod to

indicate understanding or possession.



Is there a specific sign for the word 'got' in ASL?

There is no unique sign for 'got'; instead, it's usually expressed through context using the sign for

'have' or other related signs depending on the sentence.

How do you differentiate 'got' from 'get' in sign language?

In ASL, 'get' is signed by pulling the hands toward yourself as if grabbing something, whereas 'got' is

shown by touching the chest to indicate possession or having something.

Can 'got' be omitted in ASL sentences?

Yes, ASL often omits auxiliary verbs like 'got,' relying on context and facial expressions to convey the

meaning.

How do you sign 'I got it' in sign language?

You sign 'I got it' by pointing to yourself (I), then signing 'have' by tapping your chest, followed by

nodding or a facial expression to show 'it.'

Are there regional variations in signing 'got' in different sign

languages?

Yes, different sign languages and even regional dialects within ASL may vary in how they express

concepts like 'got,' often using different signs or gestures based on local usage.

Additional Resources

Got in Sign Language: Understanding the Nuances and Usage in ASL

Got in sign language represents a fascinating example of how English phrases are translated and

conveyed through the visual-spatial modality of American Sign Language (ASL). Unlike spoken



languages that rely on phonetics, sign language uses handshapes, movements, facial expressions,

and body posture to communicate meaning. This makes the translation of simple words such as "got"

more complex than a direct one-to-one correspondence. Exploring how "got" is expressed in ASL

sheds light on the intricacies of sign language grammar and usage, offering valuable insights for

learners, interpreters, and communication professionals.

Understanding the Concept of "Got" in English and ASL

The word "got" in English is often used as an auxiliary or main verb, depending on context. For

instance, in phrases like "I got a book," it implies possession, whereas in "I have got to go," it

expresses obligation. These subtle distinctions pose challenges when attempting to translate "got"

directly into ASL, which prefers conceptual rather than literal translation.

ASL typically does not have a single sign that corresponds exactly to "got." Instead, signers convey

the meaning behind "got" by using contextually relevant signs such as "have," "get," "obtain," or even

omitting the equivalent if the meaning is implied. This difference emphasizes the importance of

understanding the function of "got" in a sentence before attempting to sign it.

How "Got" Is Expressed in ASL

In ASL, possession indicated by "got" is generally signed using the sign "have." This sign involves both

hands forming bent fists with thumbs pointing upward, placed near the chest or shoulders depending

on emphasis. For example, the phrase "I got a car" would be signed as "I have car," simplifying the

structure while preserving meaning.

When "got" implies obtaining or receiving something, ASL employs the sign "get." This sign involves

one hand mimicking the motion of grabbing or receiving an object. For instance, "I got a gift" would

translate to "I get gift," highlighting the action rather than the auxiliary verb.



For expressing obligation as in "I have got to go," ASL uses modal signs such as "must" or "need,"

combined with the action sign "go." This approach removes auxiliary verbs and focuses on the

semantic content of the sentence.

Comparing "Got" with Related Signs in ASL

An analytical approach to "got in sign language" requires comparison with similar signs that convey

possession, acquisition, or obligation.

Have: Indicates possession or existence. Used when "got" shows ownership.

Get: Represents obtaining or receiving something physically or abstractly.

Must/Need: Expresses necessity or obligation, often used to translate "have got to."

This distinction is crucial because English often relies on auxiliary verbs like "got" to express

grammatical nuances, whereas ASL prioritizes clear semantic signs paired with non-manual markers

(facial expressions, head nods) to convey mood or modality.

Role of Facial Expressions and Non-Manual Signals

One aspect that sets ASL apart from spoken English is the integration of non-manual signals to add

grammatical information. When signing concepts related to "got," facial expressions often clarify tense,

emphasis, or modality. For example, raising eyebrows may indicate a question, while a firm head

shake can negate possession.



In sentences involving "have got to" (expressing obligation), the signer might furrow the eyebrows or

use a slight head tilt to convey urgency or necessity. This layered communication enriches the

message, compensating for the absence of auxiliary verbs like "got."

Learning Challenges and Common Misconceptions

For learners of ASL, understanding how to express "got" correctly can be challenging due to the lack

of a direct equivalent. Many beginners mistakenly attempt to finger-spell "got" or overuse the sign "get"

without considering context, leading to confusion.

Another common misconception is treating ASL signs as literal translations of English words. This

approach overlooks the fact that ASL is a distinct language with its own grammar and syntax. To

effectively communicate the idea of "got," one must analyze the sentence's meaning and select signs

that convey the intended concept, rather than relying on English word order or structure.

Tips for Effective Use of "Got" in ASL Communication

Contextualize Meaning: Determine whether "got" implies possession, obtaining, or obligation.1.

Choose the Appropriate Sign: Use "have" for possession, "get" for acquisition, and "must/need"2.

for obligation.

Incorporate Non-Manual Markers: Use facial expressions and body language to clarify the3.

message.

Practice with Native Signers: Engage with fluent ASL users to understand natural usage and4.

nuances.



Technological Advances and Resources for Learning "Got" in

Sign Language

The digital age has brought forth numerous resources that assist learners in mastering phrases like

"got in sign language." Online dictionaries, video tutorials, and interactive apps provide visual

demonstrations of how to sign "have," "get," and related concepts. These platforms often contextualize

signs within sentences, aiding comprehension and retention.

Moreover, advances in artificial intelligence have enabled real-time sign language recognition and

translation, facilitating communication between deaf and hearing individuals. These technologies often

analyze the use of signs equivalent to "got," interpreting the overall message rather than isolated

words, which aligns with ASL's conceptual nature.

Evaluating Popular Sign Language Learning Tools

When selecting resources to learn how to express "got" in ASL, consider the following features:

Video Quality: Clear demonstrations of handshapes and movements.

Contextual Examples: Sentences showing how "got" translates within different phrases.

Interactive Feedback: Tools that allow users to practice and receive corrections.

Cultural Insights: Information about deaf culture and communication norms.



Popular platforms like Signing Savvy, ASL University, and apps such as The ASL App offer

comprehensive lessons that cover the nuances of "got" and its equivalents.

Implications of Understanding "Got" in Sign Language for

Communication and Accessibility

Mastering how to sign "got" and related concepts enhances clarity and effectiveness in communication

between deaf and hearing communities. It ensures that messages are conveyed accurately, respecting

the linguistic integrity of ASL.

In professional settings such as education, healthcare, and interpreting, the precise use of signs

corresponding to "got" can prevent misunderstandings, improve service delivery, and foster inclusivity.

Furthermore, awareness of these linguistic details supports the development of better translation tools

and accessibility standards.

Exploring the expression of "got in sign language" thus contributes to broader efforts in promoting

linguistic diversity and equal communication rights for deaf individuals.

The study of "got" within ASL exemplifies the richness of sign languages and the importance of

context-driven translation. Rather than seeking direct word-for-word equivalents, understanding the

concepts behind words like "got" facilitates more natural and effective communication, reflecting the

dynamic nature of language itself.
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  got in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey Porpora, 2011
Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents through the
process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.
  got in sign language: The Sign Language Interpreting Studies Reader Cynthia B. Roy, Jemina
Napier, 2015-07-15 In Sign Language Interpreting (SLI) there is a great need for a volume devoted
to classic and seminal articles and essays dedicated to this specific domain of language interpreting.
Students, educators, and practitioners will benefit from having access to a collection of historical
and influential articles that contributed to the progress of the global SLI profession. In SLI there is a
long history of outstanding research and scholarship, much of which is now out of print, or was
published in obscure journals, or featured in publications that are no longer in print. These readings
are significant to the progression of SLI as an academic discipline and a profession. As the years
have gone by, many of these readings have been lost to students, educators, and practitioners
because they are difficult to locate or unavailable, or because this audience simply does not know
they exist. This volume brings together the seminal texts in our field that document the
philosophical, evidence-based and analytical progression of SLI work.
  got in sign language: How the Brain Got Language Michael A. Arbib, 2012-04-11 Unlike any
other species, humans can learn and use language. This book explains how the brain evolved to
make language possible, through what Michael Arbib calls the Mirror System Hypothesis. Because
of mirror neurons, monkeys, chimps, and humans can learn by imitation, but only complex imitation,
which humans exhibit, is powerful enough to support the breakthrough to language. This theory
provides a path from the openness of manual gesture, which we share with nonhuman primates,
through the complex imitation of manual skills, pantomime, protosign (communication based on
conventionalized manual gestures), and finally to protospeech. The theory explains why we humans
are as capable of learning sign languages as we are of learning to speak. This fascinating book
shows how cultural evolution took over from biological evolution for the transition from
protolanguage to fully fledged languages. The author explains how the brain mechanisms that made
the original emergence of languages possible, perhaps 100,000 years ago, are still operative today in
the way children acquire language, in the way that new sign languages have emerged in recent
decades, and in the historical processes of language change on a time scale from decades to
centuries. Though the subject is complex, this book is highly readable, providing all the necessary
background in primatology, neuroscience, and linguistics to make the book accessible to a general
audience.
  got in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Lane Rebelo,
2019-10-08 Communicate with your baby with more than 200 ASL signs! Did you know that babies
and toddlers can understand sign language well before they can speak? This creates an exciting way
for them to learn and communicate at an early age. The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language
walks you through a huge variety of American Sign Language (ASL) signs that you and your little
one can learn together. Start things off with the essentials—like eat, potty, and all done— then move
on to everyday signs for specific toys, foods, people, and even emotions. Illustrated and easy to
use—Each sign in this baby book includes an image and written steps to show you how to sign it
correctly, along with tips for how to remember it and use it consistently with your child. 200+
signs—Go beyond other baby books on sign language with signs that cover everything from
mealtime and bedtime to travel, play, and school. Signing at every stage—Discover how signing can
be an indispensable tool for communicating with babies, toddlers, preschoolers, and children with
special needs—even before they're able to sign back. Find new ways to connect with your child with
this comprehensive guide to baby sign language.
  got in sign language: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie Woll, 2012-08-31
Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic investigation of spoken
languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that sign language linguists
consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet - should also be asked of
spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a concise and comprehensive



overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes 44 chapters, written by
leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology, sign language grammar,
psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language documentation and transcription.
Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them accessible to linguists who are not
familiar with sign language linguistics.
  got in sign language: Metaphor in American Sign Language Phyllis Perrin Wilcox, 2000 As she
explains, If the iconic influence that surrounds metaphor is set aside, the results will be greater
understanding and interpretations that are less opaque..
  got in sign language: Directions in Sign Language Acquisition Gary Morgan, Bencie Woll,
2002-01-01 This is the second volume in the series 'Trends in language acquisition research'. The
unusual combination in one volume of reports on various different sign languages in acquisition
makes this book quite unique.
  got in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning Sign Language Susan Shelly, Jim
Schneck, 1998 Explains how to use American Sign Language to make introductions, tell time, order
food, tell a joke, communicate with children, express emotion, and ask for directions
  got in sign language: American Sign Language Syntax Scott K. Liddell, 2021-03-22 No
detailed description available for American Sign Language Syntax.
  got in sign language: Nonmanuals in Sign Language Annika Herrmann, Markus Steinbach,
2013-06-20 In addition to the hands, sign languages make extensive use of nonmanual articulators
such as the body, head, and face to convey linguistic information. This collected volume focuses on
the forms and functions of nonmanuals in sign languages. The articles discuss various aspects of
specific nonmanual markers in different sign languages and enhance the fact that nonmanuals are
an essential part of sign language grammar. Approaching the topic from empirical, theoretical, and
computational perspectives, the book is of special interest to sign language researchers, typologists,
and theoretical as well as computational linguists that are curious about language and modality. The
articles investigate phenomena such as mouth gestures, agreement, negation, topicalization, and
semantic operators, and discuss general topics such as language and modality, simultaneity,
computer animation, and the interfaces between syntax, semantics, and prosody.Originally published
in Sign Language & Linguistics 14:1 (2011)
  got in sign language: Information Structure in Sign Languages Vadim Kimmelman,
2019-02-19 This book presents a first comprehensive overview of existing research on information
structure in sign languages. Furthermore, it is combined with novel in-depth studies of Russian Sign
Language and Sign Language of the Netherlands. The book discusses how topic, focus, and contrast
are marked in the visual modality and what implications this has for theoretical and typological
study of information structure. Such issues as syntactic and prosodic markers of information
structure and their interactions, relations between different notions of information structure, and
grammaticalization of markers of information structure are highlighted. Empirical studies of the two
sign languages also showcase different methodologies that are used in such research and discuss
their advantages and disadvantages. The book contains a general introduction to the field of
information structure and thus can be used by linguists new to the field.
  got in sign language: Interaction of Morphology and Syntax in American Sign Language
Carol A. Padden, 2016-11-25 This study, first published in 1988, examines cases of interaction of
morphology and syntax in American Sign Language and proposes that clause structure and syntactic
phenomena are not defined in terms of verb agreement or sign order, but in terms of grammatical
relations. Using the framework of relational grammar developed by Perlmutter and Postal in which
grammatical relations such as subject, direct object, etc. are taken as primitives of linguistic theory,
facts about syntactic phenomena, including verb agreement and sign order are accounted for in a
general way. This title will be of interest to students of language and linguistics.
  got in sign language: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to



allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  got in sign language: Sign Language Made Simple Karen Lewis, 1997-08-18 Sign Language
Made Simple will include five Parts: Part One: an introduction, how to use this book, a brief history
of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages, including its use of
non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.) Part Two: Fingerspelling: the signing
alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL signs Part Three: Dictionary
of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other parts of speech-approx. 1,000
illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers, where appropriate. Part Four:
Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes rudimentary sentences and lines from
poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also, grammatical aspects, word endings, tenses.
Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and jokes. Sign Language Made Simple will have
over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and more competitively priced than the
competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
  got in sign language: Sign Language Machine Translation Andy Way, Lorraine Leeson, Dimitar
Shterionov, 2024-11-11 This book, for the first time, collects important current topics in the area of
sign language translation in a single volume. The topic is introduced more generally to benefit
newcomers to the field before diving into the current state-of-the-art methods of Sign Language
Machine Translation (SLMT), together with an in-depth description of issues specific to this topic,
including: an introduction to and historical overview of SLMT; ethical issues related to the
engagement of and with deaf users; the importance of data; the sign languages of Europe; sign
language recognition and synthesis, including via avatars; data-driven and linguistically-informed
models of SLMT; gloss translation; fingerspelling; SLMT communication; and SLMT in practice. Of
interest to MT developers and users as well as people working in deaf studies, this volume presents
cutting-edge research on machine translation in the field of deaf studies.
  got in sign language: Baby Sign Language Simplified: A Natural Way to Start
Communicating with Your Child Regina Williams, 2019-10-23 A fresh new beginner's guide to
American Sign Language! Baby Sign Language Simplified book makes it fun and straightforward to
communicate with your child long before they can talk. With Baby Sign Language Simplified, you'll
discover useful, everyday signs that will help you understand what your child is saying while having
fun and strengthening your bond simultaneously. Long before they can talk, babies have a whole lot
to say. With this adorable book of vital signs, babies and parents can quickly learn how to
communicate their needs, wants, and feelings and even make necessary observations with a simple
gesture. Studies show that babies who use sign language feel less frustrated, throw fewer tantrums,
and often learn to talk more easily. This book offers simple strategies to learn the basics of baby sign
language that will help you get started. With this book, your child will quickly learn to communicate
about everything that goes on in their little world―and you'll have fun doing it.
  got in sign language: Sign Language Linguistics Howard Burton, 2020-10-01 This book is
based on an in-depth filmed conversation between Howard Burton and renowned researcher of sign
languages Carol Padden, the Sanford I. Berman Chair in Language and Human Communication at
UC San Diego. This extensive conversation covers topics such as growing up with ASL, Carol’s early
work with Bill Stokoe, the linguistic complexity, structure and properties of ASL and other sign
languages, the development of new sign languages throughout the world, the role of gesture and
embodiment, and much more. This carefully-edited book includes an introduction, Heeding the
Signs, and questions for discussion at the end of each chapter: I. Choosing languages - Faulty
assumptions and different sides II. Distance Education - A formative experience III. Signing as
Language - Bill Stokoe and the development of ASL IV. Diversity and Structure - The many shades of
sign languages V. Distinctiveness - Language, identity, and the question of affordances VI.



Embodiment - Making sense of the world around us through our bodies VII. A Cultural Window -
Change, humour and balance VIII. Predictions and Proclivities - Speculations on the future, fillers
and gender markers IX. Examining Diversity - Brain scans, sign-twisters and gesturing Italians X.
Making Comparison - Efficiency, community and complexity About Ideas Roadshow Conversations:
Presented in an accessible, conversational format, Ideas Roadshow books not only explore frontline
academic research but also reveal the inspirations and personal journeys behind the research.
  got in sign language: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 2 Susan D.
Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1991-06-25 The recent recognition of sign languages as legitimate human
languages has opened up new and unique ways for both theoretical and applied psycholinguistics
and language acquisition have begun to demonstrate the universality of language acquisition,
comprehension, and production processes across a wide variety of modes of communication. As a
result, many language practitioners, teachers, and clinicians have begun to examine the role of sign
language in the education of the deaf as well as in language intervention for atypical,
language-delayed populations. This collection, edited by Patricia Siple and Susan D. Fischer, brings
together theoretically important contributions from both basic research and applied settings. The
studies include native sign language acquisition; acquisition and processing of sign language
through a single mode under widely varying conditions; acquisition and processing of bimodal
(speech and sign) input; and the use of sign language with atypical, autistic, and mentally retarded
groups. All the chapters in this collection of state-of-the-art research address one or more issues
related to universality of language processes, language plasticity, and the relative contributions of
biology and input to language acquisition and use.
  got in sign language: Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language Scott
K. Liddell, 2003-03-13 In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward
things or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. This obligatory part of fluent
grammatical signing has no parallel in vocally produced languages. This book focuses on American
Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes served by these directional
signs. It guides the reader through ASL grammar, the different categories of directional signs, the
types of spatial representations signs are directed toward, how such spatial conceptions can be
represented in mental space theory, and the conceptual purposes served by these signs. The book
demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
meaning. These results also suggest that our concept of 'language' has been much too narrow and
that a more comprehensive look at vocally produced languages will reveal the same integration of
gestural, gradient, and symbolic elements.
  got in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Baby Sign Language Diane Ryan, 2009
“You had me at [wave].” More and more parents are learning and using baby sign language to
communicate with their little ones. This guide introduces parents to the 150 most common signs
babies can understand and use, including 50 new illustrations. Included are steps to teach the signs,
an expanded section on verbal development, and much more. ·Signing boosts baby's language skills,
literacy, and brainpower ·A popular topic in the parenting section ·50 new illustrations for this
edition ·Includes fun activities and a special “Sign Language Express” for parents with little time
Download a sample chapter.
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