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Yakima Rack Fit Guide: How to Choose and Install the Perfect Roof Rack

yakima rack fit guide – if you’re diving into the world of roof racks, chances are you’ve heard of
Yakima. Known for their durable, versatile, and user-friendly roof racks and accessories, Yakima has
become a go-to brand for outdoor enthusiasts and everyday drivers alike. But before you invest in
one of their systems, understanding how to find the right fit for your vehicle is crucial. This guide
will walk you through everything you need to know about Yakima rack fitment—from selecting the
right components to installation tips—ensuring you get the most out of your cargo or gear-hauling
needs.

Understanding Yakima’s Roof Rack Systems

Yakima offers a variety of roof rack systems designed to cater to different types of vehicles and
needs. Whether you’re looking to carry bikes, kayaks, skis, or simply extra luggage, Yakima’s
modular system allows you to mix and match components for a custom fit.

Types of Yakima Roof Racks

Before you start measuring or shopping, it’s important to know the fundamental types of Yakima
racks:

Base Rack Systems: These include the crossbars, towers, and feet that attach directly to your
vehicle’s roof.

Fit Kits: Custom-designed pieces that connect the base rack to your specific vehicle model’s
roof.

Accessories: Attachments like bike racks, cargo boxes, kayak carriers, and more that fit onto
your base rack.

Each of these elements plays a role in how the rack fits and functions on your car, truck, or SUV.

How to Determine Your Vehicle’s Yakima Rack Fit

Yakima’s fit guide is all about precision. Getting the right fit ensures safety, maximizes carrying
capacity, and prevents damage to your vehicle. Here are the steps to determine the perfect fit for
your Yakima rack system.



Step 1: Identify Your Vehicle’s Roof Type

The first thing to figure out is what kind of roof your vehicle has, as Yakima’s fit kits and rack towers
vary accordingly. Common roof types include:

Bare Roof: A roof without any rails or tracks.

Factory-installed Raised Rails: Rails that sit above the roofline, often running from front to
back.

Factory-installed Flush Rails: Rails that are integrated into the roof and sit flush with the
surface.

Fixed Mounting Points: Pre-drilled holes covered by plastic caps where racks can be directly
attached.

Side Rails: Rails that run along the sides of the roof but may not be raised.

Knowing your roof type is essential because Yakima has specific towers and fit kits designed for
each.

Step 2: Use Yakima’s Online Fit My Car Tool

Yakima provides an excellent tool called “Fit My Car” on their website, where you can enter your
vehicle’s make, model, and year to find the recommended rack system. This tool simplifies the
process by showing you which towers, crossbars, and fit kits are compatible.

Step 3: Measure Your Vehicle’s Roof

If you want to double-check or are considering aftermarket options, measuring your roof is a good
idea. Key measurements include:

Width between rails or mounting points

Distance from the front windshield to the rear of the roof

Height of rails from the roof surface

These measurements help ensure your chosen rack will fit securely.



Choosing the Right Yakima Components

Not all Yakima racks are created equal—even within their product lines, there are variations to
consider depending on your vehicle and cargo needs.

Towers and Feet

Towers connect the crossbars to your vehicle’s roof, and the feet anchor the system. Yakima offers
different tower heights and foot designs tailored to fit various roof types. For example, the JetStream
Tower is aerodynamic and quiet, perfect for bare roofs, while the Landing Pad system works with
fixed mounting points.

Crossbars

Yakima’s crossbars come in two main types:

RoundBars: Classic round steel bars that are strong and budget-friendly.

JetStream Bars: Aerodynamic bars made of aluminum designed to reduce wind noise and
improve fuel efficiency.

Selecting the right crossbar depends on your preferences for noise, weight, and style.

Fit Kits

These are the vehicle-specific components that attach the feet to your roof. Yakima designs these
kits to ensure a secure and scratch-free fit. It’s important to use a fit kit designed specifically for
your vehicle model and year to avoid installation issues.

Installation Tips for Your Yakima Rack

Once you’ve determined your vehicle’s fit and chosen the right components, the next step is
installation. Yakima racks are known for being user-friendly, but some tips can make the process
smoother.

Gather Necessary Tools



Most Yakima rack installations require only basic tools such as a torque wrench, Allen keys (usually
included), and possibly a screwdriver. Having everything ready before you start helps avoid
frustration.

Follow the Instructions Closely

Each Yakima product includes detailed installation instructions, often with illustrations. Pay close
attention to torque specifications and positioning to ensure safety and prevent damage.

Check for Clearance and Alignment

After installing the racks, double-check that the crossbars are parallel and the towers are securely
tightened. Also, check the clearance between the rack and your vehicle’s roof or antenna to avoid
rattling or wear.

Test the Rack Before Use

Before loading any heavy gear, give your rack a gentle shake to confirm it’s secure. It’s also a good
idea to periodically recheck the fittings after a few uses or long trips.

Maximizing Your Yakima Rack’s Use

Once your Yakima rack is properly installed, you have a versatile platform for carrying almost
anything. Here are some popular accessories and tips to make the most of your setup.

Popular Yakima Accessories

Bike Racks: Whether you ride road bikes, mountain bikes, or e-bikes, Yakima has options that
fit easily onto their crossbars.

Cargo Boxes and Bags: For extra storage space on trips, Yakima’s SkyBox cargo carriers
provide weatherproof, lockable storage.

Kayak and SUP Carriers: Specialized cradles or saddles keep your watercraft secure and
stable during transport.

Ski and Snowboard Carriers: Designed to hold winter sports gear safely without scratching
or damage.



Safety and Maintenance Tips

To protect your investment, regularly inspect your Yakima rack for loose bolts, worn parts, or
scratches. Cleaning the rack and reapplying protective coatings can extend its life and maintain
appearance. Also, always adhere to the weight limits specified by Yakima to avoid accidents.

---

Navigating the world of roof racks can feel overwhelming, but with a good yakima rack fit guide in
hand, you can confidently select and install the right system for your vehicle. Taking the time to
understand your roof type, use Yakima’s fit tools, and follow proper installation techniques ensures a
secure, functional, and enjoyable setup for all your adventures. Whether you’re hauling bikes for a
weekend ride or loading up gear for a cross-country trip, Yakima racks offer the reliability and
flexibility to get you there with ease.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Yakima Rack Fit Guide?
The Yakima Rack Fit Guide is an online tool provided by Yakima that helps customers find the
correct roof rack fit for their specific vehicle make, model, and year.

How do I use the Yakima Rack Fit Guide?
To use the Yakima Rack Fit Guide, visit the Yakima website, select your vehicle's year, make, and
model, and the guide will display compatible Yakima racks and accessories for your vehicle.

Can the Yakima Rack Fit Guide help me find racks for trucks?
Yes, the Yakima Rack Fit Guide includes options for a wide range of vehicles including trucks, SUVs,
cars, and vans, helping you find the right rack system for your vehicle type.

Is the Yakima Rack Fit Guide updated regularly?
Yes, Yakima regularly updates the Rack Fit Guide to include new vehicle models and the latest
Yakima rack products to ensure compatibility and accurate recommendations.

Does the Yakima Rack Fit Guide show which Yakima
accessories fit my vehicle?
Yes, the guide not only shows compatible racks but also suggests Yakima accessories like bike racks,
cargo boxes, and kayak carriers that fit your specific vehicle and rack system.

Can I trust the Yakima Rack Fit Guide for accurate fitment?
Yes, the Yakima Rack Fit Guide is designed and maintained by Yakima using manufacturer data and



extensive testing to ensure accurate fitment information for their products.

What should I do if my vehicle is not listed in the Yakima Rack
Fit Guide?
If your vehicle is not listed, you can contact Yakima customer support for assistance or check for
universal rack options that may fit your vehicle.

Does the Yakima Rack Fit Guide provide installation
instructions?
While the Rack Fit Guide helps you find the right rack for your vehicle, installation instructions are
typically included with the product or available on the Yakima website separately.

Additional Resources
Yakima Rack Fit Guide: Navigating the Perfect Roof Rack Solution

yakima rack fit guide serves as an essential resource for outdoor enthusiasts, commuters, and
anyone requiring reliable cargo management on their vehicle. Yakima, a leader in roof rack systems,
offers an extensive range of products designed to fit a broad spectrum of vehicles. However,
selecting the right rack involves understanding vehicle compatibility, rack components, and
installation nuances, all of which this guide aims to clarify.

Understanding Yakima Roof Racks and Fitment

Yakima’s reputation for durability and versatility stems from its modular design approach. Unlike
generic roof racks, Yakima systems allow users to customize crossbars, towers, and mounting bases
to suit specific vehicle models. This adaptability ensures optimal fit and function while maintaining
vehicle safety and aerodynamics.

The fitment of a Yakima rack depends primarily on three factors: the vehicle’s roof style, the rack’s
mounting system, and the intended cargo type. Vehicles come with different roof
configurations—bare roofs, raised side rails, flush side rails, fixed mounting points, or factory-
installed crossbars. Yakima’s product lineup addresses each configuration through specialized
towers and foot packs.

Roof Styles and Corresponding Yakima Mounting Solutions

- **Bare Roofs**: Vehicles without any rails or mounts require a roof rack system that clamps
directly to the door frame. Yakima’s BaseLine and Q-Towers are popular choices here, offering
secure attachment without permanent modifications.
- **Raised Side Rails**: These rails sit above the roof surface, allowing the rack to clamp around
them. Yakima’s RailGrab towers are designed specifically for these setups, ensuring a snug and



stable fit.
- **Flush Side Rails**: Positioned flush with the roofline, flush rails demand a different approach.
Yakima’s Landing Pad system works in conjunction with Fit Kits tailored for these rails.
- **Fixed Mounting Points**: Some vehicles have factory-installed threaded points for racks.
Yakima’s JetStream and CoreBar systems utilize these points through the appropriate Fit Kits,
delivering a clean, factory-integrated appearance.
- **Factory Crossbars**: Vehicles with pre-installed crossbars can accommodate Yakima’s crossbar
accessories directly, though compatibility checks are necessary to ensure proper fit and
performance.

Decoding the Yakima Fit Kit System

Central to the yakima rack fit guide is the concept of the Fit Kit. These kits are vehicle-specific
components that adapt the tower or foot pack to the vehicle’s unique mounting points or roof style.
Without the correct Fit Kit, even the best Yakima towers may not align properly or secure
adequately.

Yakima maintains an exhaustive database of vehicle models and their corresponding Fit Kits,
accessible through their official fit guide tool online. This system minimizes guesswork, enabling
users to input their vehicle make, model, and year to receive tailored rack recommendations.

Why Fit Kits Matter

- **Safety Assurance**: Proper fit minimizes the risk of racks loosening or damaging the vehicle.
- **Noise Reduction**: Custom fit reduces wind noise and vibration during travel.
- **Aesthetic Integration**: Fit Kits ensure the rack blends seamlessly with the vehicle’s design.
- **Ease of Installation**: Correct kits simplify setup, often requiring minimal tools.

Comparing Yakima Rack Models for Fit and Function

Yakima offers several rack models, each catering to different user needs and vehicle types.
Understanding the distinctions aids in selecting a system that balances fit, capacity, and accessory
compatibility.

Popular Yakima Rack Lines

- **Yakima BaseLine**: A budget-friendly option for bare roofs or vehicles without factory rails. It
features a durable steel core and is compatible with many Fit Kits.
- **Yakima JetStream**: Designed for vehicles with fixed mounting points, the JetStream bars offer
aerodynamic efficiency and a quiet ride.
- **Yakima CoreBar**: A more affordable alternative to JetStream with similar performance, suitable
for fixed-point and some rail-mounted vehicles.
- **Yakima RoundBar**: Classic oval-shaped bars that provide a versatile mounting surface for



various accessories.
- **Yakima TimberLine**: Premium, lightweight bars with a textured finish, ideal for high-end
vehicles prioritizing aesthetics.

Each rack type requires specific towers and Fit Kits, reinforcing the importance of consulting the
yakima rack fit guide before purchase.

Installation Considerations and Best Practices

Proper installation is critical to the performance and longevity of any roof rack system. The yakima
rack fit guide emphasizes attention to detail during setup, including torque specifications,
component alignment, and periodic inspections.

Key Installation Steps

Identify the vehicle’s roof style and select the corresponding Fit Kit and tower.1.

Assemble the rack components according to Yakima’s instructions, ensuring all parts are2.
present.

Attach the towers securely to the vehicle, verifying alignment and tightness.3.

Install crossbars and adjust spacing to accommodate intended cargo or accessories.4.

Perform a road test to check for noise or movement, making adjustments as necessary.5.

Yakima also provides installation videos and customer support for complex vehicle fits or
troubleshooting.

Evaluating Pros and Cons Through the Yakima Rack Fit
Guide Lens

While Yakima racks are widely praised, the fit guide also helps identify potential limitations or
challenges.

Pros: Extensive vehicle compatibility, modular design, robust materials, and accessory
versatility.

Cons: Some Fit Kits or components may be costly, installation complexity varies by vehicle,
and certain models may increase wind noise.



The guide aids prospective buyers in weighing these factors relative to their specific vehicle and
usage scenarios.

Integrating Accessories with Your Yakima Rack

A critical aspect of Yakima’s ecosystem is accessory compatibility. Whether transporting bikes, skis,
kayaks, or cargo boxes, understanding how these accessories fit onto the rack system is essential.

The yakima rack fit guide includes accessory fitment notes, ensuring users choose the correct
mounts and adapters. For example, certain bike racks require specific crossbar profiles or spacing,
which the guide helps clarify.

---

Navigating the Yakima rack fit guide is an indispensable step toward optimizing your vehicle’s cargo
capacity while maintaining safety and performance. By carefully considering roof style, Fit Kits, rack
models, and installation procedures, users can tailor a solution that meets their outdoor and
transport needs with confidence.

Yakima Rack Fit Guide
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and roof-mounted Bike Racks. Carry your bikes safely and securely with a Yakima Bike Rack
Roof Boxes – Yakima Yakima roof cargo boxes deliver secure, weatherproof rooftop storage for
every trip. Shop compact to XXL sizes—fits most roof racks and crossbars
Yakima The Sunset Shreds 10-city coast-to-coast event, sponsored by Pivot Cycles, Yakima, DT
Swiss and Wild Rye, brought together women, femme & non-binary identifying riders to celebrate
StageTwo Platform Hitch Bike Rack – Yakima Compatible with the Yakima SafetyMate for full
brake, turn signal, and lighting functionality Compatible with the Yakima BackSwing and
StraightShot hitch accessories (2")
About Us | Yakima By 1984, they put Yakima on the map at the Summer Olympics, decking out
every race vehicle with original aerodynamic fairings. Today, we continue to lead the niche we
helped establish
Yakima EXO System The Yakima EXO System is a hitch mount cargo carrier that revolutionizes the
trailer hitch, turning it into a do-anything, go-anywhere multi-tool
Products – Yakima Yakima is the world's leading brand of car racks, including roof racks, bike
racks, hitch racks, and many more for all of life's adventures
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Geographic2y) Yakima reckons its new StreamLine roof rack system is its most advanced gear-
carrying setup ever. Here’s all you need to know. Yakima is renowned for its excellent roof rack and
cargo systems and, not
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Right now you can save hundreds on Thule, Yakima and Kuat racks and roof boxes at REI
(Autoblog1y) View post: Walmart Has a 'Helpful' Foldable Dolly Cart on Sale for Only $50 Not an
REI member? Get a lifetime membership for just $30. From the rugged Thule T2 Pro XTR to the
versatile Thule Apex XT,
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