gone to earth mary webb

Gone to Earth Mary Webb: Exploring the Timeless Rural Tale

gone to earth mary webb is a phrase that immediately evokes images of the English countryside
and a story deeply rooted in nature and human emotion. Mary Webb’s novel "Gone to Earth," first
published in 1917, remains one of the most celebrated works of early 20th-century British literature.
It’s a powerful exploration of the relationship between people and the landscape they inhabit,
entwined with themes of innocence, passion, and tragedy. For readers and literary enthusiasts alike,
delving into "Gone to Earth" offers a unique glimpse into Webb’s poetic portrayal of rural life and
her profound understanding of human nature.

The Context Behind Gone to Earth Mary Webb

Mary Webb was a writer who drew inspiration from her surroundings in Shropshire, England. The
landscapes, folklore, and rural traditions formed the backdrop of much of her work, and "Gone to
Earth" is no exception. The novel tells the story of Hazel Woodus, a spirited young woman whose life
is as wild and untamed as the countryside she calls home. Webb’s intimate knowledge of her
environment allows her to create vivid descriptions that transport readers to the heart of the English
countryside.

Who Was Mary Webb?

Mary Webb (1881-1927) was an English romantic novelist and poet. Despite battling ill health for
much of her life, she managed to create a body of work that captured the essence of rural England
with lyrical beauty and emotional depth. Webb’s writing has been praised for its poetic style and
deep empathy for her characters, especially women navigating societal expectations and personal
desires.

Publication and Reception of Gone to Earth

When "Gone to Earth" was published, it was met with critical acclaim, although it did not achieve
massive commercial success initially. Over time, however, it gained recognition as a significant piece
of regional literature. The novel’s detailed depiction of nature and the human condition resonated
with readers, leading to a resurgence of interest in Webb’s works, especially after the 1935 film
adaptation directed by Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger.

Understanding the Themes of Gone to Earth Mary
Webb

At its core, "Gone to Earth" is a story about the clash between civilization and nature, innocence and



experience, freedom and constraint. Mary Webb’s use of symbolism and natural imagery enriches
these themes, making the novel a timeless exploration of universal human struggles.

The Role of Nature in the Novel

Nature is almost a character itself in "Gone to Earth." Webb’s descriptions of the Shropshire
countryside are lush and evocative, highlighting both its beauty and its dangers. Hazel Woodus’s
deep connection to the land underscores the novel’s central tension between humanity’s desire for
control and the wildness of the natural world.

Innocence and Tragedy

Hazel’s innocence is portrayed with tenderness, but it’s also fragile and vulnerable to the outside
world’s harsh realities. The novel traces her journey as she navigates love, jealousy, and societal
pressures, ultimately leading to a tragic conclusion. This interplay between innocence and tragedy is
a hallmark of Webb's storytelling.

Conflict Between Tradition and Modernity

Set in a time when rural England was beginning to change, the novel subtly addresses the
encroachment of modern values and technology on traditional ways of life. Hazel’s character
embodies this tension, caught between the untamed world of nature and the demands of a more
structured society.

Why Gone to Earth Mary Webb Still Matters Today

More than a century after its publication, "Gone to Earth" continues to captivate readers with its
lyrical prose and profound themes. The novel’s exploration of environmental connection and human
emotion remains relevant in a world increasingly disconnected from nature.

The Novel’s Influence on Regional Literature

Mary Webb’s work helped pave the way for a greater appreciation of regional voices in English
literature. Her vivid portrayal of Shropshire’s landscapes and culture brought attention to rural
stories that were often overlooked, inspiring later writers to explore their own local heritage.

Environmental and Feminist Readings

Modern interpretations of "Gone to Earth" often highlight its environmental consciousness and



feminist undertones. Hazel Woodus'’s fierce independence and bond with the earth resonate with
contemporary readers interested in ecological literature and women'’s literature.

Tips for Reading Gone to Earth

Engaging with "Gone to Earth" can be a richly rewarding experience if approached with an open
mind. Here are a few tips to enhance your reading:

Immerse yourself in the setting: Take time to visualize the Shropshire countryside, as it’s
crucial to understanding the novel’s atmosphere.

Pay attention to symbolism: Nature imagery and animal motifs carry deeper meanings
related to Hazel’s character and the novel’s themes.

Consider historical context: Reflect on the social and cultural changes happening in rural
England during the early 20th century.

Read with patience: Webb’s poetic style may feel dense at times, but its richness rewards
careful reading.

Gone to Earth Mary Webb in Popular Culture

The novel’s impact extended beyond the literary world. In 1935, "Gone to Earth" was adapted into a
film starring Margaret Lockwood and directed by the iconic duo Michael Powell and Emeric
Pressburger. Although the movie took some liberties, it helped to introduce Webb’s story to a
broader audience.

Film Adaptation Highlights

The cinematic version emphasized the novel’s dramatic and visual elements, particularly the striking
contrast between Hazel’s untamed spirit and the encroaching forces of society. While purists may
debate its faithfulness, the film remains a fascinating interpretation of Webb’s work.

Renewed Interest in Mary Webb’s Legacy

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in Mary Webb's writings, including "Gone to
Earth." Literary festivals, reprints, and academic studies have contributed to keeping her work alive
and relevant. This renewed attention highlights the enduring power of her storytelling and the
universal appeal of her themes.



Exploring Related Works by Mary Webb

For readers captivated by "Gone to Earth," Mary Webb’s other novels offer similarly rich
experiences. Titles like "Precious Bane" and "The House in Dormer Forest" also explore rural life,
human passion, and the complexities of nature.

Precious Bane

Often considered Webb’s masterpiece, "Precious Bane" delves into themes of disability, love, and
redemption. Like "Gone to Earth," it’s set against a vividly rendered rural backdrop and showcases
Webb'’s gift for lyrical prose.

The House in Dormer Forest

This novel continues Webb’s exploration of family dynamics and the tension between individual
desires and societal expectations. Readers who appreciate the emotional depth and natural imagery
in "Gone to Earth" will find much to admire here.

Gone to Earth Mary Webb remains a captivating literary journey into the heart of rural England,
blending poetic beauty with profound human insight. Whether you’re drawn to its vivid natural
settings, its tragic heroine, or its exploration of timeless themes, this novel offers a unique and
enriching experience that continues to resonate today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Gone to Earth' and what is the novel
about?

The author of 'Gone to Earth' is Mary Webb. The novel is a romantic and tragic story set in the
English countryside, focusing on the life of Hazel Woodus, a free-spirited woman whose connection
to nature and passion lead to complex relationships and conflicts.

When was 'Gone to Earth' by Mary Webb first published?

Gone to Earth was first published in 1917.

What are the main themes explored in Mary Webb's 'Gone to
Earth'?

The main themes include the relationship between humans and nature, fate and destiny, love and



passion, and the conflict between societal expectations and individual desires.

How does Mary Webb portray the English countryside in ‘Gone
to Earth'?

Mary Webb vividly portrays the English countryside with rich, poetic descriptions that emphasize its
beauty, wildness, and influence on the characters, particularly highlighting the natural environment
as almost a character itself in the novel.

Has 'Gone to Earth' by Mary Webb been adapted into other
media?

Yes, 'Gone to Earth' was adapted into a film in 1950 directed by Michael Powell and Emeric
Pressburger, which brought the novel's story and setting to a wider audience.

Additional Resources
Gone to Earth Mary Webb: An Analytical Exploration of the Novel’s Enduring Legacy

gone to earth mary webb is a phrase that resonates with readers and scholars interested in early
20th-century English literature, rural narratives, and the pastoral tradition. Mary Webb’s 1917
novel, Gone to Earth, is widely regarded as a seminal work that captures the essence of the English
countryside, intertwining naturalistic description with psychological depth. This article delves into
the complexities of Gone to Earth Mary Webb, examining its thematic core, narrative style, and
cultural significance, while also considering its place within the broader literary canon.

The Context and Creation of Gone to Earth

Mary Webb wrote Gone to Earth during a period when English literature was undergoing significant
transformation. The early 1900s saw the rise of Modernism, yet Webb’s work maintained a distinct
connection to Romanticism and regionalism. Set in the Shropshire countryside, the novel reflects
Webb’s intimate knowledge of rural life and landscape, which she portrays with a lyrical and
evocative prose style.

Gone to Earth Mary Webb was published in 1917, a time marked by the upheaval of the First World
War. Despite the turmoil of the era, Webb’s narrative focuses on the timeless rhythms of nature and
human emotion. The novel’s protagonist, Hazel Woodus, embodies the tension between the natural
world and societal expectations, a theme that resonates with readers seeking an authentic
representation of rural England.

Plot Overview and Character Dynamics

The narrative centers on Hazel Woodus, a free-spirited young woman whose connection to the land
is both her strength and her vulnerability. Webb crafts Hazel as a symbol of nature’s purity and



unpredictability, a character caught between the forces of tradition and change. Hazel’s
relationships—with the stern squire Jack Reddin and the more gentle Solomon Leathers—highlight
class dynamics and explore human desires in a constrained social setting.

Gone to Earth Mary Webb uses the rural setting not just as a backdrop but as an active element
influencing the characters’ destinies. The natural environment is depicted almost as a living force,
shaping behavior and reflecting inner turmoil. This approach aligns with the pastoral literary
tradition but is imbued with a psychological realism that makes the story compelling and tragic.

Thematic Exploration in Gone to Earth Mary Webb

One of the most prominent themes in Gone to Earth Mary Webb is the conflict between nature and
civilization. Hazel’s affinity with the earth and wildlife contrasts sharply with the rigid social
structures embodied by the male characters and the community. This dichotomy invites readers to
consider the costs of modernization and the loss of a harmonious relationship with the natural world.

Another significant theme is the role of gender and societal expectations. Hazel’s independence and
unconventional behavior challenge the patriarchal norms of early 20th-century rural society. Her
tragic fate underscores the limitations imposed on women and the consequences of defying
prescribed roles. Webb’s portrayal is nuanced, avoiding simplistic moral judgments and instead
offering a compassionate insight into the struggles of her heroine.

Stylistic Features and Literary Techniques

Mary Webb’s prose is notable for its rich descriptive language and poetic qualities. Gone to Earth
Mary Webb employs vivid imagery to evoke the sensory experiences of the countryside, from the
rustling of leaves to the changing seasons. This attention to detail immerses readers in the setting
and reinforces the thematic emphasis on nature.

The novel also incorporates elements of symbolism and folklore, drawing on local legends and
customs. This layering adds depth to the narrative and situates the story within a specific cultural
milieu. Webb’s use of dialect and regional speech patterns further enhances the authenticity of her
characters and setting.

The Reception and Legacy of Gone to Earth Mary Webb

Upon its publication, Gone to Earth Mary Webb received a mixture of critical acclaim and neglect,
reflective of the literary milieu of the time. While some praised Webb’s lyrical evocation of rural life,
others viewed her work as outdated amidst the rise of urban-centered Modernism. Nevertheless, the
novel gained renewed interest in the mid-20th century, partly due to a 1950 film adaptation directed
by Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger.

The continuing academic interest in Gone to Earth Mary Webb stems from its unique blend of
pastoral romance and psychological insight. It offers a valuable perspective on English regional
writing and the depiction of women'’s experiences in early modern literature. Contemporary readers



and critics often analyze the novel through eco-critical and feminist lenses, highlighting its relevance
in discussions about environment and gender.

Comparisons with Contemporary and Regional Literature

Comparing Gone to Earth Mary Webb with works by contemporaries such as D.H. Lawrence or
Thomas Hardy reveals both similarities and divergences. Like Hardy, Webb explores tragic rural
characters and fatalistic themes, yet her tone is often more lyrical and less overtly pessimistic. In
contrast to Lawrence’s focus on industrial and urban settings, Webb’s novel remains firmly rooted in
pastoral tradition.

Within the realm of regional literature, Gone to Earth Mary Webb stands out for its meticulous
depiction of the Shropshire landscape and its people. This regional specificity enriches the English
literary tapestry by preserving local culture and dialect, aspects sometimes overshadowed by
metropolitan narratives.

Why Gone to Earth Mary Webb Remains Relevant Today

In the context of modern environmental concerns and the resurgence of interest in nature writing,
Gone to Earth Mary Webb offers valuable insights. Its portrayal of a protagonist deeply connected to
her environment resonates with current ecological discourses about sustainability and human
impact on landscapes.

Moreover, the novel’s exploration of gender roles and societal pressures continues to engage
readers seeking nuanced representations of women’s autonomy and identity. Hazel Woodus’s tragic
story invites reflection on the balance between individual freedom and community expectations, a
theme that transcends its historical setting.

Gone to Earth Mary Webb thus serves as both a historical artifact and a living text, inviting ongoing
interpretation and appreciation. Its rich narrative, evocative style, and thematic depth ensure its
place within discussions of English literature and cultural history.

In examining Gone to Earth Mary Webb, one uncovers a work that is as much about the earth itself
as it is about the human condition. Through its detailed portrayal of rural life and complex
characters, the novel continues to inspire and challenge readers, reaffirming Mary Webb’s
distinctive voice in the literary landscape.

Gone To Earth Mary Webb
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gone to earth mary webb: The Collected Works of Mary Webb Mary Webb, 1929

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to Earth Mary Webb, 1939

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to Earth Mary Webb, Mary Gladys Meredith Webb, 1917

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to Earth Mary Webb, 1918

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to Earth Mary Webb, 1928

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to Earth Mary Webb, 2015-01-20 Gone to Earth, by Mary
Webb, English romantic novelist and poet of the early 20th century (1881-1927).

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to earth Mary Webb, 1928

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to Earth Mary Gladys Meredith Webb, 2023-06-22
Reproduction of the original.

gone to earth mary webb: The Lost Girls Andrew Radford, 2007 The Lost Girls analyses a
number of British writers between 1850 and 1930 for whom the myth of Demeter's loss and eventual
recovery of her cherished daughter Kore-Persephone, swept off in violent and catastrophic captivity
by Dis, God of the Dead, had both huge personal and aesthetic significance. This book, in addition to
scrutinising canonical and less well-known texts by male authors such as Thomas Hardy, E. M.
Forster, and D. H. Lawrence, also focuses on unjustly neglected women writers - Mary Webb and
Mary Butts - who utilised occult tropes to relocate themselves culturally, and especially in Butts's
case to recover and restore a forgotten legacy, the myth of matriarchal origins. These novelists are
placed in relation not only to one another but also to Victorian archaeologists and especially to Jane
Ellen Harrison (1850-1928), one of the first women to distinguish herself in the history of British
Classical scholarship and whose anthropological approach to the study of early Greek art and
religion both influenced - and became transformed by - the literature. Rather than offering a
teleological argument that moves lock-step through the decades, The Lost Girls proposes chapters
that detail specific engagements with Demeter-Persephone through which to register distinct
literary-cultural shifts in uses of the myth and new insights into the work of particular writers.

gone to earth mary webb: Gone to Earth (Classic Reprint) Mary Webb, 2017-11-22 Excerpt
from Gone to Earth She stood in the lane above. The cottage, which nestled below with its roof on a
level with the hedge roots, and watched the sun dip. The red light from the west stained her torn old
dress, her thin face, her eyes, till she seemed to be dipped in blood. The fox, wistfulness in her
expression and the consciousness of coming supper in her mind, gazed obediently where her
mistress gazed, and was touched with the same fierce beauty. They stood there fronting the crimson
pools over the far hills, two small sentient things facing destiny with pathetic courage; they had, in
the chill evening on the lonely hill, a look as of those predestined to grief, almost an air of
martyrdom. The small clouds that went westward took each in its turn the prevailing colour, and
vanished, each dipped in blood. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.

gone to earth mary webb: The Bookman , 1917

gone to earth mary webb: The Fruit of the Tree Edith Wharton, 2019-11-25 In The Fruit of
the Tree, Edith Wharton delves into the complexities of moral choice and societal expectation. The
narrative intricately weaves the lives of its characters within the rigid confines of early 20th-century
American society, employing a keen psychological insight characteristic of Wharton'Aos literary
style. Thematically, the novel navigates the torment and consequences of desire, ambition, and the
sacrifice of individuality, as it follows the story of a wealthy industrialist and a young woman torn
between fulfillment and ethical dilemmas. Wharton's elegant prose and use of symbolism enhance
the depth of her exploration into the human experience and the darker facets of prosperity,



reflecting the author's acute understanding of her era's social dynamics. Edith Wharton, a
pioneering American novelist and the first woman to win the Pulitzer Prize, was acutely aware of the
cultural and class tensions in her society. Her privileged background and experiences abroad
informed her critique of the American elite, as seen in her earlier works. The author'Ads fascination
with the interplay of wealth and morality also mirrors her personal struggles with her own societal
role and the impact of personal ambition. I wholeheartedly recommend The Fruit of the Tree to
readers interested in the intricate dance of ethics and ambition. Wharton'Ads profound insights into
her characters' psyches and society'Ads constraints make this novel not only a compelling narrative
but also a thought-provoking discussion on the moral imperatives that govern our choices.

gone to earth mary webb: Matt Robert Williams Buchanan, 2019-12-16 In 'Matt,' Robert
Williams Buchanan presents a poignant exploration of the human condition through the life of its
eponymous protagonist. Written in a vivid, lyrical style, the narrative seamlessly intertwines
naturalistic elements with a rich psychological depth, reflecting the influences of the late Victorian
literary movement. Buchanan's use of detailed characterizations and an immersive setting reveals
the complexities of societal stratification and personal identity, while also offering a critique of
contemporary moral values. The novel is both a mirror and a magnifying glass, inviting readers to
grapple with themes of ambition, despair, and redemption. Robert Williams Buchanan was an
influential figure in the literary scene of the 19th century, whose own tumultuous life experiences
informed his writing. Known for his socialist leanings and deep compassion for the downtrodden,
Buchanan's awareness of the struggles faced by the working class and the psychological effects of
societal pressures can be seen throughout 'Matt.' His engagement with the artistic circle of his time,
alongside his multifaceted career as a journalist, poet, and playwright, uniquely positioned him to
tackle the intricacies of human relationships and moral dilemmas. Readers seeking a nuanced and
evocative examination of life's trials will find 'Matt' an indispensable addition to their collection.
Buchanan's ability to weave emotion with social commentary not only captivates but also challenges
us to reflect on our own lives. This novel resonates, inviting introspection about personal choices
that shape our destinies.

gone to earth mary webb: The New Statesman , 1929

gone to earth mary webb: A Hundred Years of the Secret Garden Marion Gymnich, Imke
Lichterfeld, 2012 Although Frances Hodgson Burnett published numerous works for an adult
readership, she is mainly remembered today for three novels written for children: Little Lord
Fauntleroy (1886), A Little Princess (1905) and The Secret Garden (1911). This volume is dedicated
to The Secret Garden. The articles address a wide range of issues, including the representation of
the garden in Burnett's novel in the context of cultural history; the relationship between the concept
of nature and female identity; the idea of therapeutic places; the notion of redemptive children in
The Secret Garden and Little Lord Fauntleroy; the concept of male identity; constructions of
'‘Otherness' and the redefinition of Englishness; film and anime versions of Burnett's classic; Noel
Streatfeild's The Painted Garden as a rewriting of The Secret Garden; attitudes towards food in
children's classics and Burnett's novel in the context of Edwardian girlhood fiction and the tradition
of the female novel of development.

gone to earth mary webb: The New Republic Herbert David Croly, 1918

gone to earth mary webb: The Collected Works of Lewis Grassic Gibbon Lewis Grassic
Gibbon, 2022-11-13 The Collected Works of Lewis Grassic Gibbon presents an intricate tapestry of
profound narratives and vivid landscapes, showcasing the author's extensive range as both a novelist
and a poet. Gibbon's writing is characterized by its lyrical prose, rich in Scottish vernacular, and
deeply rooted in the socio-political context of early 20th-century Scotland. The collection invites
readers to explore themes of identity, nature, and the tensions of modernization, illustrating the
struggles of ordinary people against the backdrop of a rapidly changing world. Notably, works such
as Sunset Song demonstrate his masterful blend of lyrical beauty and stark realism, solidifying his
position as a pivotal figure in Scottish literature. Lewis Grassic Gibbon, born James Leslie Mitchell,
was shaped by the landscapes and culture of Scotland, which profoundly influenced his literary




voice. Gibbon's experiences, from his rural upbringing to his education and involvement in leftist
politics, informed his explorations of community and individual within the broader societal
framework. His passion for social justice and a deep appreciation for the natural world resonate
throughout his works, offering insight into the human condition as he perceived it in his time. This
collection is essential reading for anyone interested in Scottish literature, lyrical prose, and the
interplay between personal and political narratives. Gibbon's works offer timeless wisdom and
emotional depth, making this a valuable addition to both literary scholars and general readers alike.
His explorations of identity and community continue to resonate today, providing a rich context for
understanding the complexities of modern life.

gone to earth mary webb: Kindred Nature Barbara T. Gates, 1998 Centers on what a number
of British Victorian and Edwardian women said and did in the name of nature -- what part they
played in the cultural reconstruction of nature that transpired in the years just proceeding the
publication of Darwin's major work and in the wake of the Darwinian revolution--Introduction.

gone to earth mary webb: Religion, Literature and the Imagination Mark Knight, Louise Lee,
2011-11-03 The study of religion and literature continues to go from strength to strength - this
collection of essays offers a dynamic, lively and provocative contribution to the field and aims to map
out new directions it might take. By returning to foundational questions regarding the relation
between words and worlds and the parameters of the sacred, the essays explore different ways of
using interdisciplinary resources to open up our understanding of religion and literature.
Contributions from some of the leading voices in the field unite to offer an important exploration of
the possible worlds that the study of religion and literature imagines.

gone to earth mary webb: Delphi Complete Works of Mary Webb (Illustrated) Mary Webb,
2023-11-25 The interwar English novelist and poet Mary Webb is best known for her masterpiece
‘Precious Bane’ and for her lyrical style, conveying a rich and intense impression of her beloved
Shropshire countryside home. Though in her lifetime her novels suffered neglect, a reappraisal of
her work after her early death has drawn comparisons with the works of Thomas Hardy, sharing a
love of nature and a sense of impending doom. For the first time in publishing history, this eBook
presents Webb’s complete works, with numerous illustrations, rare texts, informative introductions
and the usual Delphi bonus material. (Version 1) * Beautifully illustrated with images relating to
Webb's life and works * Concise introductions to the novels and other texts * All the novels, with
individual contents tables * Features the unfinished novel * Images of how the books were first
published, giving your eReader a taste of the original texts * Excellent formatting of the texts * Rare
short stories and poems available in no other collection * Special chronological and alphabetical
contents tables for the poetry and the short stories * Easily locate the poems or short stories you
want to read * Includes Webb’s rare essays and reviews - digitised here for the first time * Ordering
of texts into chronological order and genres CONTENTS: The Novels The Golden Arrow (1916) Gone
to Earth (1917) The House in Dormer Forest (1920) Seven for a Secret (1922) Precious Bane (1924)
Armour Wherein He Trusted (1929) The Short Stories Stories from ‘Armour Wherein He Trusted’
(1929) Uncollected Short Stories The Poetry Collections Poems and the Spring of Joy (1928)
Fifty-One Poems (1947) Uncollected Poems The Poems List of Poems in Chronological Order List of
Poems in Alphabetical Order The Non-Fiction Spring of Joy (1917) Miscellaneous Essays and
Reviews
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for, the Sony WH-1000XM6 make some minor improvements to Sony’s flagship noise-cancelling
headphones. They lack a
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