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Between Nihilism and Faith: Karsten Harries on the Search for Meaning

between nihilism and faith karsten harries is a compelling philosophical
journey that probes the tension between despair and hope, skepticism and
belief. Karsten Harries, a notable contemporary philosopher, tackles one of
the most profound dilemmas humanity faces: how to find meaning in a world
where traditional certainties seem to be eroding. His reflections navigate
the delicate space between nihilism—the idea that life lacks inherent
meaning—and faith, which offers a pathway to purpose beyond mere rationality.

If you’ve ever grappled with questions about existence or the role of belief
in a seemingly indifferent universe, Harries’ insights provide a thoughtful
framework. Let’s explore the nuances of his perspective, unpacking how he
situates himself “between nihilism and faith,” and what that means for modern
philosophy and everyday life.

Understanding Nihilism: A Philosophical
Backdrop

Before diving into Harries’ position, it’s crucial to clarify what nihilism
entails. At its core, nihilism is the rejection of objective meaning, value,
or purpose in life. This can manifest as existential nihilism—the belief that
life has no intrinsic meaning—or moral nihilism, the denial of absolute moral
values.

The Rise of Nihilistic Thought

Philosophers like Friedrich Nietzsche famously diagnosed the “death of God,”
suggesting that the collapse of religious frameworks would lead to nihilism.
In modern times, secularization and scientific advancements have further
challenged traditional sources of meaning, leaving many to confront the
unsettling possibility that life might be inherently meaningless.

Nihilism can sometimes lead to despair or apathy, as the absence of meaning
may appear to render human efforts futile. However, it can also serve as a
starting point for re-evaluating values and constructing new ways of
understanding existence.

Karsten Harries: Bridging the Divide Between
Nihilism and Faith

Karsten Harries offers a nuanced response to this existential predicament.
Rather than embracing nihilism outright or blindly subscribing to faith, he
explores the tension between the two as a dynamic space for philosophical
inquiry and personal reflection.



Faith Beyond Dogma

For Harries, faith is not simply about religious dogma or unquestioned
belief; it is a form of engagement with the world that acknowledges
uncertainty but still affirms meaning. This kind of faith doesn’t reject
questions or doubts; instead, it invites a committed openness to the
mysteries of existence.

His approach resonates with those who feel alienated by rigid doctrines but
still yearn for something transcendent or purposeful. It’s a middle ground
where faith becomes a lived experience rather than a fixed proposition.

The Existential Challenge

Harries recognizes that the confrontation with nihilism can be deeply
unsettling. The “void” it reveals can provoke anxiety, but it also forces a
critical examination of how and why we ascribe meaning. According to him, the
challenge is to resist both nihilistic resignation and dogmatic certainty.

This balance requires courage and intellectual honesty—qualities Harries
emphasizes as essential for anyone navigating this philosophical crossroads.

The Role of Architecture and Art in Harries’
Philosophy

Interestingly, Karsten Harries is also known for his work on architecture,
particularly how structures embody meaning and human values. This perspective
enriches his discussion about nihilism and faith, suggesting that meaning is
not just abstract but also concrete, manifesting in our creations and
surroundings.

Architecture as a Metaphor for Meaning

Harries argues that buildings and spaces reflect our attempts to impose
order, purpose, and significance onto the world. When architecture fails or
becomes meaningless, it mirrors a broader cultural or existential crisis.
Conversely, meaningful architectural works can reaffirm faith in human
creativity and the possibility of meaning.

This metaphor helps bridge the gap between abstract philosophical ideas and
tangible human experience, illustrating how faith and meaning can be
expressed beyond words.

Practical Insights: Navigating Between Nihilism
and Faith

If you find yourself caught between skepticism and hope, Harries’ philosophy
offers some practical takeaways:



Embrace uncertainty: Accept that doubt is part of the human condition
rather than a weakness.

Seek meaning actively: Meaning isn’t simply found; it’s often created
through engagement with others, culture, and personal projects.

Avoid extremes: Resist the temptation to fully surrender to nihilism or
unquestioning faith; instead, cultivate a balanced perspective.

Reflect on your environment: Consider how your surroundings, including
art and architecture, influence your sense of purpose.

Value dialogue: Engage with differing viewpoints to enrich your
understanding and deepen your own convictions.

These steps align well with Harries’ vision of faith as a dynamic and
reflective stance rather than a static belief system.

Why Harries’ Perspective Matters Today

In an age marked by rapid change, social fragmentation, and widespread
questioning of traditional authorities, the conversation between nihilism and
faith remains highly relevant. Karsten Harries’ approach encourages us to
hold space for complexity without succumbing to despair or dogmatism.

His work invites philosophers, theologians, artists, and anyone wrestling
with meaning to reconsider how faith might look in a postmodern world—fluid,
questioning, and deeply human.

Exploring “between nihilism and faith Karsten Harries” offers a roadmap for
those seeking to live authentically amidst uncertainty, reminding us that
meaning is neither given nor lost but continuously negotiated.

With this understanding, we can appreciate the ongoing dialogue Harries
fosters—one that challenges us to confront emptiness and, in doing so,
discover new possibilities for faith and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Karsten Harries'
'Between Nihilism and Faith'?

The central theme of Karsten Harries' 'Between Nihilism and Faith' is the
exploration of the tension between nihilism—the belief in the meaninglessness
of life—and the possibility of faith as a source of meaning and purpose.

How does Karsten Harries define nihilism in his work
'Between Nihilism and Faith'?

In 'Between Nihilism and Faith,' Karsten Harries defines nihilism as the



philosophical position that life lacks inherent meaning, value, or purpose,
leading to existential despair and a crisis of significance.

What role does faith play in overcoming nihilism
according to Karsten Harries?

According to Karsten Harries, faith serves as a response to nihilism by
providing a framework through which individuals can find meaning, hope, and
moral grounding despite the apparent meaninglessness of existence.

Does Karsten Harries suggest that faith is the only
alternative to nihilism?

Karsten Harries emphasizes faith as a profound alternative to nihilism but
acknowledges that the journey from nihilism to faith is complex and not
necessarily exclusive, inviting reflection on various existential responses.

How does Karsten Harries address the crisis of
modernity in 'Between Nihilism and Faith'?

Karsten Harries addresses the crisis of modernity by examining how the
decline of traditional religious and metaphysical beliefs has led to
widespread nihilism, and he explores faith as a potential resolution for this
existential void.

What philosophical influences are evident in Karsten
Harries' 'Between Nihilism and Faith'?

Karsten Harries' 'Between Nihilism and Faith' draws on existentialist
thinkers such as Nietzsche and Kierkegaard, as well as Christian theological
perspectives, to analyze the struggle between despair and hope.

Additional Resources
Between Nihilism and Faith: Karsten Harries on the Human Quest for Meaning

Between nihilism and faith Karsten Harries explores the profound tension at
the heart of modern philosophical inquiry—the struggle to find meaning in a
world that often seems devoid of inherent purpose. This philosophical
dialectic, situated between the despair of nihilism and the hope embedded in
faith, is central to the work of Karsten Harries, a prominent philosopher
whose reflections anchor critical discussions about existence, architecture,
and the human condition. In this article, we investigate Harries’ nuanced
approach to this existential divide, examining how his ideas contribute to
contemporary debates on meaning, belief, and the human response to an
ambiguous universe.

Karsten Harries: The Philosopher Between Two
Poles

Karsten Harries is known for his exploration of existential themes,



particularly the confrontation between nihilism—the view that life lacks
objective meaning—and various forms of faith that affirm meaning despite
uncertainty. His philosophical project is not merely abstract; it deeply
engages with how individuals and societies negotiate this conflict. Harries’
work often reflects on architecture as a metaphor and medium for meaning,
revealing how human creations mirror our attempts to impose order and
significance on a chaotic world.

Harries situates nihilism and faith not as mutually exclusive endpoints, but
as dynamic poles between which human thought constantly oscillates. Nihilism
challenges us to confront the void, while faith offers a way to navigate
beyond it. Understanding Harries’ position requires an appreciation of this
interplay, which he frames as essential to the human condition.

The Nature of Nihilism in Harries’ Thought

Nihilism, in the context of Karsten Harries’ philosophy, represents the
erosion of traditional values and the consequent sense of emptiness. It is
the acknowledgment that the universe does not provide an intrinsic structure
of meaning. Harries recognizes nihilism as a profound cultural and
existential crisis, one that has gained momentum in the wake of modernity and
secularization.

However, Harries does not treat nihilism simply as a negative endpoint.
Instead, he views it as a necessary reckoning—a moment of honesty in which
humanity must face the absence of predetermined purpose. This confrontation,
while unsettling, opens the possibility for a more authentic engagement with
existence.

Faith as a Response to Nihilism

In contrast to nihilism, faith in Harries’ framework is not confined to
religious belief but encompasses any commitment to a transcendent or
meaningful order. Faith is portrayed as a courageous act of affirmation amid
uncertainty, a way to reestablish meaning without denying the challenges
posed by nihilism.

For Harries, faith is not a blind leap but a thoughtful embrace of meaning
that acknowledges the absence of guarantees. It mediates between despair and
hope, suggesting that meaning is not found but made, constructed through
human creativity, commitment, and interpretation.

Between Nihilism and Faith: The Philosophical
Implications

The tension between nihilism and faith as articulated by Karsten Harries has
significant philosophical implications, especially in the context of
modernity’s challenges. His work invites reflection on how meaning is
understood and constructed in an age marked by skepticism and pluralism.



Meaning and the Modern Condition

Modern philosophy often grapples with the collapse of grand narratives and
the rise of relativism, phenomena that contribute to nihilistic sentiments.
Harries’ analysis highlights how these developments force a reassessment of
meaning’s foundations. Unlike some thinkers who retreat into cynicism,
Harries advocates a proactive stance—engaging with nihilism critically to
uncover new grounds for faith.

This approach resonates with broader existentialist themes while
distinguishing itself by emphasizing the constructive potential of faith as a
response, not a denial, of nihilism.

Architecture as a Metaphor for Meaning

One of Harries’ distinctive contributions is his use of architecture as a
metaphor for the human quest for meaning. Buildings, for Harries, are not
merely functional structures but embodiments of human values and aspirations.
They represent attempts to create order and permanence in a transient world.

Through this metaphor, Harries illustrates how faith functions similarly—it
is a kind of “structure” erected to sustain life against the backdrop of
nihilism. Just as architecture requires a foundation and design, faith
demands a framework of commitment and interpretation. This insight bridges
abstract philosophy with tangible human experience.

Critical Perspectives and Debates

Harries’ position between nihilism and faith invites both admiration and
critique. Some scholars praise his nuanced treatment of existential dilemmas,
noting how it avoids simplistic dichotomies. Others question whether faith,
as Harries conceives it, can adequately address the radical skepticism
inherent in nihilism.

Strengths of Harries’ Approach

Balanced Perspective: Harries neither dismisses nihilism nor blindly
endorses faith, offering a balanced philosophical stance.

Engagement with Modernity: His work speaks directly to contemporary
existential anxieties, making it relevant for today’s readers.

Interdisciplinary Insight: By incorporating architecture, Harries
connects philosophy with practical human endeavors, enriching his
analysis.



Potential Criticisms

Abstractness of Faith: Critics argue that Harries’ concept of faith may
be too broad or vague to function as a concrete solution to nihilism.

Limited Address of Secular Alternatives: Some suggest that Harries does
not fully explore secular frameworks that attempt to find meaning
without recourse to faith.

Philosophical Accessibility: The metaphorical and dense nature of
Harries’ writing can pose challenges for wider audiences.

Relevance of Harries’ Thought in Contemporary
Culture

In an era marked by rapid social change, technological upheaval, and
ideological fragmentation, the dialogue between nihilism and faith remains
pressing. Karsten Harries’ work offers a lens through which to examine how
individuals and communities might navigate this complex terrain.

His emphasis on faith as a creative, interpretive act resonates with current
movements that seek meaning beyond institutional religion, including
existential spirituality, secular humanism, and artistic expression.
Additionally, the architectural metaphor encourages reflection on how
environments shape and reflect our search for significance.

Implications for Personal and Collective Meaning

For individuals, Harries’ philosophy encourages confronting nihilism without
despair and cultivating a form of faith grounded in conscious choice.
Collectively, his ideas suggest that societies might foster meaning through
shared commitments and cultural creations that acknowledge uncertainty while
affirming values.

This perspective opens avenues for cultural dialogue and interdisciplinary
research, bridging philosophy, theology, art, and social theory.

---

The exploration of meaning between nihilism and faith as articulated by
Karsten Harries invites ongoing reflection about how humanity contends with
the fundamental questions of existence. By resisting easy answers and
embracing complexity, Harries’ thought challenges us to reconsider the
sources and structures of meaning in a world perpetually poised between doubt
and hope.
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2010 If the Enlightenment turned to reason to reoccupy the place left vacant by the death of God,
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the first half of the nineteenth century. He argues that the true origin of modern nihilism was the
rapid development of Enlightenment science, which established a secular worldview. This radically
diminished the importance of human beings so that, in the vastness of space and time, individuals
now seemed completely insignificant within the universe. The author's panoramic exploration of how
nihilism developed – not only in philosophy, but also in religion, poetry and literature – shows what
an urgent topic it was for thinkers of all kinds, and how it has continued powerfully to shape
intellectual debates ever since.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: The Tender Detail Daniel E. Snyder,
2020-06-25 The Tender Detail tells a story about the repression of sentimentality through
architectural ornament. The protagonists are Louis H. Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright, two of the
most important architects and designers of ornament in American history. Interweaving close
readings of their architecture and writings with wide-ranging discussions about sexuality, gender,
and philosophy, the book explores how both men worked to solve the problem of late
nineteenth-century ornamentation. It suggests that their solutions, while widely different, were both
intimately rooted in the tender emotions of sentimentality. Viewing ornament in this way reveals
much, not only about Sullivan and Wright's artistic intentions, but also about the role of affect, the
value of beauty, and the agency and ontology of objects. Illuminated by personal stories from their
respective autobiographies, which add a level of human interest unusual in an academic work, The
Tender Detail is a readable, scholarly study which sheds fresh light on Sullivan and Wright's
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relationship, their work, and on the nature of ornament itself.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Tragedy and the Tragic in German Literature,
Art, and Thought Stephen D. Dowden, Thomas P. Quinn, 2014 Essays in this volume seek to clarify
the meaning of tragedy and the tragic in its many German contexts, art forms, and disciplines, from
literature and philosophy to music, painting, and history.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Red Sea-Red Square-Red Thread Lydia Goehr,
2022 Designed as a philosophical detective story, Red Sea-Red Square-Red Thread follows the
extraordinary number of thinkers and artists who have used the Red Sea anecdote to make so much
more than a merely anecdotal point. Leading the large cast are the philosophers, Arthur Danto and
Søren Kierkegaard, the poet and playwright, Henri Murger, the opera composer, Giacomo Puccini,
and the painter and print-maker, William Hogarth. Strange companions perhaps, until their use of
the anecdote is shown as working its extraordinary passage through so many cosmopolitan cities of
art and capital. Lydia Goehr explores these narratives of emancipation in philosophy, theology,
politics, and the arts.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Existentialism
Jack Reynolds, Ashley Woodward, Felicity Joseph, 2023-12-28 This fully revised and updated 2nd
edition provides a comprehensive reference guide to existentialism, featuring key chapters on key
existentialist thinkers, as well as chapters applying existentialism to subject areas ranging across
politics, literature, feminism, religion, the emotions, cognitive science, and poststructuralism.
Contemporary developments in the field of existentialism that speak to issues of identity and
exclusion are explored in 4 new chapters on race, gender, disability, and technology, whilst the 5th
new chapter new chapter outlines analytic philosophy's complicated relationship to existentialism.
Presenting the field of existentialism beyond the European tradition, this edition also includes a new
key thinker chapter on Frantz Fanon, alongside Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Sartre and de
Beauvoir, as well as new engagement with the work of scholars on race and existentialism, including
Lewis R. Gordon, George Yancy, and Richard Wright. The resources section at the end of the book
includes an updated A to Z glossary, and timeline of key events, texts and thinkers in existentialism,
as well as a list of relevant organisations, and an annotated guide to further reading, making this
2nd edition an invaluable text for scholars and students alike.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: The Bloomsbury Companion to
Existentialism Felicity Joseph, Jack Reynolds, Ashley Woodward, 2014-09-25 The Bloomsbury
Companion to Existentialism is the definitive guide to this key area of modern European philosophy.
Now available in paperback, the book covers the fundamental questions asked by existentialism,
providing valuable guidance for students and researchers to some of the many important and
enduring contributions of existentialist thinkers. Chapters from an international team of experts
explore existentialism's relationship to philosophical method; ontology; politics; psychoanalysis;
ethics; religion; literature; emotion; feminism and sexuality; emotions; authenticity and the self; its
significance in Latin American culture; and its contribution to the development of post-structuralism
and cognitive science. In addition, five short chapters summarize the status of canonical figures
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Sartre and de Beauvoir, delineating the historical approach to
their work, while pointing to new directions contemporary research is now taking. Featuring a series
of indispensable research tools such as an A to Z glossary, a timeline of key events, texts and
thinkers in existentialism, a list of resources, and an annotated guide to further reading, this
Companion is an essential resource to help the new reader navigate through the heart of
Existentialism and modern European philosophy.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: A History of Hegelianism in Golden Age
Denmark, Tome III Jon Stewart, 2025-03-28 This is the third volume of a three-volume work
dedicated to exploring the influence of G.W.F. Hegel’s philosophical thinking in Golden Age
Denmark. The work demonstrates that the largely overlooked tradition of Danish Hegelianism played
a profound and indeed constitutive role in many spheres of the Golden Age culture. This third tome
covers the most exciting and dynamic time in the Danish Hegel reception from 1842 to 1855. This



heterogeneous period saw the emergence of several new figures, many of whom were associated
with the left-Hegelian school. This period is best known for the publication of the pseudonymous
works of Søren Kierkegaard. The present tome places these famous works in the context of other
contemporary Danish discussions about Hegel’s philosophy. It shows that many of Kierkegaard’s
criticisms had been raised by other Danish thinkers before him and that a large part of his polemical
campaign was aimed at the leading figures of the previous periods of the Danish Hegel reception,
namely, Johan Ludvig Heiberg and Hans Martensen.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Love, Beauty or Morality Alberto Castelli,
2024-05-23 This book is moved by two main questions. Is Love a matter of beauty or mortality? In
other words, is love an ethical ideal? Also, modernity understood as the age of mechanical
reproduction, has shaped not simply our cities but our very same way of feeling. How has our
conception of love changed, if it has, in the past two centuries? This book is to address these
questions. It is not to trace the evolution of the idea of love in Western culture, from Plato to the
present day. It aims to bring to the surface different shades of love lingering at the heart of Western
culture to rehabilitate the myth of love to its original credibility. Our confused civilization has split
love into sensual and moral aspects but to be aware of it is perhaps to defeat a dilemma that seems
so unnatural. This book is about how we make sense of our lives through love and how nineteenth
and twentieth-century literature records it.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Kierkegaard's Concept of the Interesting
Anthony Eagan, 2024-07-31 Volume one of Søren Kierkegaard’s Either/Or explores the crisis of the
modern secular void—with its attendant doubt, ennui, and alienation—from the first-person
perspective of an aesthete who, lacking any epistemic or moral foundations, grows increasingly
obsessed with what he calls “the interesting.” In a close explication of the history of that aesthetic
concept and a thorough exegesis of this volume, Kierkegaard’s Concept of the Interesting: The
Aesthetic Gulf in Either/Or I explores the aesthete’s views on beauty, opera and music, tragedy and
comedy, time, unhappiness, the difference between suffering and pain, boredom, eroticism,
deception, and seduction, along with the ways in which these precipitate the ambition for
increasingly interesting experiences. In this examination, Anthony Eagan thoroughly reveals
Kierkegaard’s own perspective on how an exclusively aesthetic attitude can lead to an ever-more
voracious tendency to interpret the world in a private, self-defeating, and unscrupulous fashion—one
arising from and ultimately leading to moral solipsism and despair. This book develops a
comprehensive understanding of Either/Or I that is crucial for understanding the rest of
Kierkegaard’s authorship.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Foreshadowed Andrew Spira, 2022-07-18 An
exploration of Kasimir Malevich’s radical 1915 artwork, its predecessors, and its continuing
relevance. When Kasimir’s Malevich’s Black Square was produced in 1915, no one had ever seen
anything like it before. And yet it does have precedents. In fact, over the previous five hundred
years, several painters, writers, philosophers, scientists, and censors—each working independently
towards an absolute statement of their own—alighted on the form of the black square or rectangle,
as if for the first time. This book explores the resonances between Malevich’s Black Square and its
precursors, showing how a so-called genealogical thread binds them together into an intriguing, and
sometimes quirky, sequence of modulations. Andrew Spira’s book explores how each predecessor
both foreshadows Malevich’s work and, paradoxically, throws light on it, revealing layers of meaning
that are often overlooked but which are as relevant today as ever.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Hegel's Century Jon Stewart, 2021-10-28 The
remarkable lectures that Hegel gave in Berlin in the 1820s generated an exciting intellectual
atmosphere which lasted for decades. From the 1830s, many students flocked to Berlin to study with
people who had studied with Hegel, and both his original students, such as Feuerbach and Bauer,
and later arrivals including Kierkegaard, Engels, Bakunin, and Marx, evolved into leading
nineteenth-century thinkers. Jon Stewart's panoramic study of Hegel's deep influence upon the
nineteenth century in turn reveals what that century contributed to the wider history of philosophy.



It shows how Hegel's notions of 'alienation' and 'recognition' became the central motifs for the era's
thinking; how these concepts spilled over into other fields – like religion, politics, literature, and
drama; and how they created a cultural phenomenon so rich and pervasive that it can truly be called
'Hegel's century.' This book is required reading for historians of ideas as well as of philosophy.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Historical Dictionary of Kierkegaard's
Philosophy Christopher B. Barnett, 2022-06-22 Historical Dictionary of Kierkegaard's Philosophy,
Second Edition chronicles the life and thoughts of the great Danish thinker Søren Kierkegaard
(1813-55). What makes this volume essential is its extensive scope: it provides a glossary of
concepts, persons, and places related to Kierkegaard’s authorship, from “Absolute” to “Hans
Christian Ørsted.” This is done through a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 200 cross-referenced entries oncepts, persons,
and places related to the life and work of Søren Kierkegaard. This book is an excellent resource for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about this subject.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Volume 17: Kierkegaard's Pseudonyms Katalin
Nun, Jon Stewart, 2016-12-05 One of the elements that many readers admire in Kierkegaard’s skill
as a writer is his ability to create different voices and perspectives in his works. Instead of
unilaterally presenting clear-cut doctrines and theses, he confronts the reader with a range of
personalities and figures who all espouse different views. One important aspect of this play of
perspectives is Kierkegaard’s controversial use of pseudonyms. The present volume is dedicated to
exploring the different pseudonyms and authorial voices in Kierkegaard’s writing. The articles
featured here try to explore each pseudonymous author as a literary figure and to explain what kind
of a person is at issue in each of the pseudonymous works. The hope is that by taking seriously each
of these figures as individuals, we will be able to gain new insights into the texts which they are
ostensibly responsible for.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: How to Misunderstand Kierkegaard Stuart
Dalton, 2022-09-27 This book is an attempt to write about Kierkegaard's philosophy in the style of
Kierkegaard's philosophy: energetic, playful, free spirited, surprising, and joyous. It is a deliberately
crumby book in the sense that it seeks out the fragments, scraps, and crumbs of philosophical
arguments that are generally ignored or swept away, like so much rubbish, but that are actually the
most interesting parts of the meal. The Anti-Assistant-Professor Method that this book follows adopts
Kierkegaard's many excellent jokes about assistant professors as a guide to how not to write about
Kierkegaard's philosophy; specifically: - Don't cease to be human. - Don't be a parasite, merely
feeding off other people's creations and never creating anything new. - Don't reduce or simplify or
systematize Kierkegaard's ideas in order to make life easier for everyone (because that was never
the point). - Don't kill Kierkegaard's philosophy by lecturing on it, thereby turning it into a collection
of dead ideas for nonhumans rather than subjective truths that need to be lived. Following these
guidelines, the book attempts to extend and amplify some of Kierkegaard's most important ideas in a
way that combats the persistent problem of nihilism--a disease that even Kierkegaard succumbed to
at the end of his life.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: The Oxford Handbook of Kierkegaard John
Lippitt, George Pattison, 2013-01-31 The Oxford Handbook of Kierkegaard brings together some of
the most distinguished contemporary contributors to Kierkegaard research together with some of
the more gifted younger commentators on Kierkegaard's work. There is significant input from
scholars based in Copenhagen's Søren Kierkegaard Research Centre, as well as from philosophers
and theologians from Britain, Germany, and the United States. Part 1 presents some of the
philological, historical, and contextual work that has been produced in recent years, establishing a
firm basis for the more interpretative essays found in following parts. This includes looking at the
history of his published and unpublished works, his cultural and social context, and his relation to
Romanticism, German Idealism, the Church, the Bible, and theological traditions. Part 2 moves from
context and background to the exposition of some of the key ideas and issues in Kierkegaard's
writings. Attention is paid to his style, his treatment of ethics, culture, society, the self, time,



theology, love, irony, and death. Part 3 looks at the impact of Kierkegaard's thought and at how it
continues to influence philosophy, theology, and literature. After an examination of issues around
translating Kierkegaard, this section includes comparisons with Nietzsche, Heidegger, and
Wittgenstein, as well as examining his role in modern theology, moral theology, phenomenology,
postmodernism, and literature.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: The Severed Self Michael Nathan Steinmetz,
2021-09-07 The concept of sin permeates Søren Kierkegaard’s writing. This study looks at the
entirety of his works in order to systematize his doctrine of sin. It demonstrates four key aspects: sin
as misrelation, sin as untruth, sin as an existence state, and sin as redoubling in the crowd. Upon
categorizing Kierkegaard’s doctrine of sin, his writings are examined to determine if his
hamartiology is consistent across his numerous pseudonyms. To conclude, the study places
Kierkegaard’s doctrine of sin within the broader theological discussion.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Aesthetic Conflict and Contradiction Samuel
Cuff Snow, 2023-10-04 The central claim of this comparative study of Kant and Kierkegaard is that
the aesthetic experience of the sublime is both autonomous and formative for extra-aesthetic ends.
Aesthetic autonomy is thus inseparable from aesthetic heteronomy. In Part I, through an
examination of Kant’s Critique of Judgement and his essays on the French Revolution, the Kantian
sublime is shown to conflict with our existing cognitive, moral and political frames of meaning, at the
same time that the engagement of the aesthetic judge (Chapter 1) or the enthusiastic spectator
(Chapter 2) with this conflict furthers our pursuit of cognitive, moral and political ends. The Kantian
sublime is built on the autonomy of aesthetic judgement, which nevertheless has non-aesthetic
value. Part II argues that certain aesthetic and ethical-religious figures in Kierkegaard’s work can be
shown to be transfigurations of the Kantian sublime, despite the absence of the term. Antigone and
the silhouettes from Either/Or embody what I coin the tragic sublime and sublime grief. The
God-man in Practice in Christianity is interpreted as a sublime image of contradiction. The figures
are submitted to aesthetic representation, while their contradictory interior lives are
unrepresentable. The Kierkegaardian sublime is built on a radical critique of aesthetic autonomy,
whose failure serves the end of ethico-religious self-formation.
  between nihilism and faith karsten harries: Kierkegaard's Incarnational Mission Michio
Ogino, 2025-06-30 One lacuna in Søren Kierkegaard scholarship is in analyzing his works with his
self-described identity as a “missionary to Christendom” in mind. Challenging the international
connotation of the term “missionary,” Dr. Michio Ogino examines Kierkegaard’s works in which he
identified himself as a missionary writer, to reveal how he considered being a missionary an integral
part of being a Christian. By chronologically and empirically examining the writings of Søren
Kierkegaard, Dr. Ogino argues that Kierkegaard not only proclaimed Jesus Christ in his homeland
but did so in a manner similar to how Christ had done on earth, incarnating the Christian message
for his contemporaries. Through this provocative exploration, Ogino lays out how the application of
Kierkegaardian mission can help to overcome five recognized barriers in Japanese evangelization.
Kierkegaard scholars and readers will find a new understanding of the motivations and reasoning
behind his works, and missionaries, not only to Japan but all nations, will be encouraged in how his
approach can be applied in their context.
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