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Desantis Declaration of Economic Independence: A New Vision for Prosperity

desantis declaration of economic independence has sparked considerable discussion across
political and economic circles. This bold statement from Florida Governor Ron DeSantis encapsulates
a vision where states—and by extension, communities—can reclaim control over their economic
destinies. It's more than just political rhetoric; it's a strategic approach aimed at fostering growth,
reducing reliance on federal intervention, and promoting a self-sustaining economic ecosystem. Let’s
dive deeper into what this declaration means, its implications, and how it fits into the broader
narrative of American economic policy.

Understanding the Desantis Declaration of Economic
Independence

At its core, the Desantis declaration of economic independence refers to a proactive stance taken by
a state leader to champion autonomy in economic decision-making. Governor DeSantis has positioned
Florida as a model for economic resilience, emphasizing policies that prioritize local control, business-
friendly environments, and reduced federal dependency.

This approach reflects a growing trend among some U.S. states to push back against what they view
as overreach by federal authorities, particularly in areas like taxation, regulation, and resource

allocation. By declaring economic independence, DeSantis signals a commitment to crafting policies
tailored to Florida’s unique needs, rather than adhering strictly to one-size-fits-all federal mandates.

The Political and Economic Context Behind the Declaration

Understanding why DeSantis made this declaration requires a look at both political and economic
backdrops. Over recent years, tensions between state and federal governments have intensified,
especially on issues like COVID-19 regulations, taxation, and energy policies. Governor DeSantis has
often positioned himself as a champion of state rights, advocating for less federal interference.

Economically, Florida has experienced rapid growth, attracting businesses and residents alike. The

declaration aims to sustain and amplify this momentum by ensuring that Florida’s policies remain
conducive to economic expansion without being hamstrung by external controls.

Key Components of the Declaration

The Desantis declaration of economic independence involves several critical elements that together
form a blueprint for economic autonomy.



1. Reducing Federal Dependency

DeSantis advocates for minimizing reliance on federal funding and regulations. This involves
encouraging local industries to innovate and expand independently, and streamlining state
governance to be less affected by federal policy shifts. The goal is to foster a diversified and resilient
economy capable of weathering national economic fluctuations.

2. Promoting Business-Friendly Policies

A significant portion of the declaration revolves around creating an environment where businesses
can thrive. This includes lowering corporate taxes, reducing bureaucratic red tape, and investing in
infrastructure that supports commerce. Florida’s relatively low tax burden and regulatory
environment are highlighted as competitive advantages that should be preserved and enhanced.

3. Workforce Development and Education

An independent economy needs a skilled workforce. DeSantis emphasizes bolstering education and
vocational training to ensure Floridians are equipped for the jobs of tomorrow. By aligning educational
programs with industry demands, the state aims to reduce unemployment and attract new industries.

4. Energy Independence and Sustainability

While often associated with environmental debates, energy independence also plays a role in
economic autonomy. DeSantis has supported initiatives aimed at diversifying Florida’s energy
portfolio, including investments in renewable energy sources. This reduces vulnerability to external
energy price shocks and creates jobs within the state.

How Does This Declaration Affect Florida’s Economy?

The practical impact of the Desantis declaration of economic independence can be observed across
various sectors.

Boosting Local Entrepreneurship

By fostering a supportive climate for startups and small businesses, Florida encourages innovation
and job creation. Reduced regulations and incentives for local businesses make it easier for
entrepreneurs to launch and grow their ventures.



Attracting Major Corporations

Economic independence signals stability and predictability, two factors highly valued by large
companies considering relocation or expansion. Florida’s approach has already attracted several high-
profile corporations, which in turn boosts employment and tax revenues.

Enhancing Infrastructure for Growth

Infrastructure investments in transportation, broadband, and utilities are critical to sustaining
economic independence. DeSantis’s policies often prioritize these areas to ensure that Florida
remains competitive on a national and global scale.

Broader Implications for Other States and the Nation

While the Desantis declaration of economic independence is specific to Florida, it resonates with
broader national conversations about federalism and economic strategy.

The Rise of State-Level Economic Autonomy

Many states are exploring ways to assert greater control over their economic futures. This can lead to
healthy competition among states, driving innovation in policy and economic development.

Potential Challenges and Criticisms

Not everyone views economic independence declarations positively. Critics argue that excessive state
autonomy can lead to fragmented policies, complicating interstate commerce and cooperation.
Moreover, reducing federal involvement may risk underfunding essential services or infrastructure
without adequate state resources.

Lessons and Insights from the Desantis Declaration

For policymakers and observers, the declaration offers valuable insights into balancing state and
federal roles in economic governance.

e Customization Over Uniformity: One-size-fits-all federal policies may not suit every state’s
unique economic landscape. Tailored approaches can yield better outcomes.

« Empowering Local Economies: Encouraging local enterprise and workforce development
builds long-term resilience.



 Infrastructure as a Foundation: Investing in physical and digital infrastructure is key to
sustaining economic independence.

* Balancing Autonomy with Cooperation: While independence is important, collaboration
between states and the federal government remains essential for addressing large-scale
challenges.

The Desantis declaration of economic independence marks a pivotal moment in the ongoing evolution
of American economic policy. It reflects a desire to harness local strengths while navigating the
complexities of a deeply interconnected economy. Whether this model will inspire similar declarations
elsewhere or evolve into a new norm remains to be seen, but its emphasis on autonomy, growth, and
innovation will undoubtedly continue to fuel debates in the years ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is DeSantis' Declaration of Economic Independence?

DeSantis' Declaration of Economic Independence is a policy initiative announced by Florida Governor
Ron DeSantis aimed at reducing the state's reliance on federal government regulations and
promoting economic self-sufficiency through deregulation, tax cuts, and support for local businesses.

When was the Declaration of Economic Independence
introduced by Ron DeSantis?

The Declaration of Economic Independence was introduced by Governor Ron DeSantis in early 2024
as part of his broader economic agenda for Florida.

What are the main goals of DeSantis' Declaration of Economic
Independence?

The primary goals include fostering job growth, reducing government interference in the economy,
lowering taxes, and encouraging innovation and entrepreneurship within Florida.

How does the Declaration of Economic Independence affect
businesses in Florida?

The initiative aims to create a more business-friendly environment by cutting red tape, reducing
regulatory burdens, and providing incentives for companies to operate and expand in Florida.

What has been the public reaction to DeSantis' Declaration of
Economic Independence?

Public reaction has been mixed; supporters praise it for promoting economic freedom and growth,
while critics argue it may lead to reduced oversight and could negatively impact environmental and



labor protections.

Additional Resources

Desantis Declaration of Economic Independence: A Strategic Vision for Florida’s Future

desantis declaration of economic independence marks a pivotal moment in Florida’s ongoing
quest to assert greater autonomy over its economic destiny. Governor Ron DeSantis, known for his
assertive political style and policy initiatives, articulated this concept as a framework to reduce
dependence on federal resources and external economic influences, aiming to position Florida as a
self-sustaining powerhouse in the national landscape. This declaration has sparked extensive
discussion regarding its implications for state governance, economic policy, and broader federal-state
relations.

Understanding the Context of DeSantis Declaration of
Economic Independence

The phrase “declaration of economic independence” encapsulates a growing trend among some state
leaders to decentralize economic control, particularly in the face of federal mandates and economic
uncertainties. For Florida, a state with the third-largest economy in the United States, this declaration
serves as both a political statement and a policy roadmap. Governor DeSantis’ approach is grounded
in the belief that Florida can and should leverage its unique assets—like a diverse economy, favorable
tax environment, and strategic geographic location—to thrive independently of federal economic
interventions.

This initiative emerges amid nationwide debates about states’ rights, fiscal federalism, and economic
resilience. The COVID-19 pandemic, supply chain disruptions, and inflationary pressures have all
contributed to a reevaluation of how states manage their economic affairs. DeSantis’ declaration
signals a commitment to crafting economic policies that prioritize local business growth, job creation,
and infrastructure development without overreliance on federal stimulus or regulatory frameworks.

Key Components of the Economic Independence Strategy

At its core, the desantis declaration of economic independence encompasses several strategic pillars:

» Tax Policy Reform: Florida has long been recognized for its absence of a state income tax,
which DeSantis champions as a cornerstone of economic independence. By maintaining and
expanding favorable tax structures, the state aims to attract investment and retain talent.

e Deregulation and Business-Friendly Policies: Streamlining regulations to reduce
bureaucratic hurdles is a critical element, intended to foster entrepreneurship and stimulate

economic activities across sectors such as technology, manufacturing, and tourism.

¢ Infrastructure Investment: Enhancing transportation, energy, and digital infrastructure to



support sustained economic growth and resilience against disruptions.

* Workforce Development: Initiatives focused on education and vocational training to meet the
demands of a modern economy, ensuring Floridians have the skills necessary for emerging
industries.

e Energy Independence: Promoting diversified energy sources, including renewables, to
decrease dependence on external energy supplies.

These pillars collectively aim to enhance Florida’s economic sovereignty, reduce vulnerability to
federal economic policy shifts, and empower local stakeholders.

Economic Implications and Impact Analysis

The desantis declaration of economic independence is more than rhetoric; it reflects tangible policy
decisions and budget allocations that affect Florida’s economic landscape. Analyzing the impacts
involves examining key indicators such as employment rates, GDP growth, business formation rates,
and state credit ratings.

Since the announcement, Florida has experienced continued GDP growth outpacing the national
average in several quarters, buoyed by sectors like tourism, real estate, and finance. The state’s
unemployment rate has remained relatively low, reflecting the effectiveness of workforce initiatives
and business-friendly climates. Moreover, Florida’s credit rating continues to be strong, which
supports its ability to finance infrastructure projects without excessive borrowing costs.

However, critics argue that economic independence may strain relationships with federal agencies,
potentially limiting access to federal funds or disaster relief. Additionally, the emphasis on
deregulation raises concerns about environmental protections and labor standards, which could have
longer-term socioeconomic consequences. Balancing economic autonomy with regulatory
responsibility remains a delicate challenge for the DeSantis administration.

Comparative Perspectives: Florida vs. Other States

Florida’s push for economic independence can be contrasted with approaches taken by other
economically significant states such as California and Texas:

e California: Known for its stringent regulations and higher tax rates, California adopts a more
centralized approach, relying heavily on federal collaboration and intervention for economic
projects. Its model prioritizes environmental standards and social programs, which sometimes
clash with business interests.

e Texas: Shares similarities with Florida in tax policies and deregulation but differs in energy
policy, particularly its extensive use of fossil fuels. Texas also emphasizes local control, but its
economic independence rhetoric is less pronounced than Florida's recent declarations.



These comparisons highlight that Florida’s strategy under DeSantis emphasizes a unique blend of tax
advantage, regulatory ease, and infrastructural investments, positioning the state as a competitive
alternative for businesses seeking a less federally entangled environment.

Political and Social Dimensions of the Declaration

Beyond economics, the declaration has significant political undertones. It aligns with Governor
DeSantis’ broader political narrative of enhancing state sovereignty and challenging federal
overreach. This stance resonates with constituents who favor limited government and economic
freedom, while simultaneously attracting scrutiny from opponents who warn of potential isolationism
and diminished federal support.

Socially, the emphasis on economic independence has prompted debates about equity and inclusion.
Critics question whether the benefits of this independence will be widely shared, or if it will primarily
serve corporate interests and affluent demographics. Initiatives aimed at workforce development and
education equity are thus essential in ensuring that economic independence translates into broad-
based prosperity.

Challenges and Risks Ahead

While the desantis declaration of economic independence outlines an ambitious vision, several
challenges persist:

1. Federal-State Tensions: Potential conflicts over funding, regulatory authority, and policy
priorities could hinder cooperation essential for disaster response and infrastructure funding.

2. Economic Vulnerabilities: Overreliance on certain sectors like tourism and real estate
exposes Florida to cyclical risks and global economic shocks.

3. Environmental Concerns: Florida’s geographic vulnerability to climate change demands
careful balancing of economic development and sustainability efforts.

4. Workforce Gaps: Despite training programs, matching workforce skills with rapidly evolving
industry needs remains a complex task.

Addressing these risks will require adaptive governance and strategic partnerships across public and
private sectors.

As Florida advances its declaration of economic independence, it becomes a case study in state-led
economic self-determination within the United States’ federal framework. Governor DeSantis’ vision
encapsulates aspirations for a more autonomous, resilient, and competitive Florida economy, even as
it navigates the inherent complexities of such an endeavor. The unfolding outcomes will undoubtedly
influence future discussions on the balance between state innovation and federal collaboration in



economic policy.
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desantis declaration of economic independence: Deculturalization and the Struggle for
Equality Joel Spring, 2024-11-25 Joel Spring’s history of school policies imposed on dominated
groups in the United States examines the concept of deculturalization—the use of schools to strip
away family languages and cultures and replace them with those of the dominant group. The focus is
on the education of dominated groups forced to become citizens in territories conquered by the
United States, including Native Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans, Latino Americans,
and Hawaiians. In seven concise, thought-provoking chapters, this analysis and documentation of
how education is used to change or eliminate linguistic and cultural traditions in the United States
looks at the educational, legal, and social construction of race and racism in the United States,
emphasizing the various meanings of “equality” that have existed from colonial America to the
present. Providing a broader perspective for understanding the denial of cultural and linguistic
rights in the United States, issues of language, culture, and deculturalization are placed in a global
context. Revised throughout to reflect the national events and shifts in the field since the prior
edition, the 10th Edition includes updated discussion around race and its impacts on college
campuses, exploration of the refugee crises, new material on Native American, Alaskan, and
Hawaiian boarding schools, and expanded discussion of debates over cultural and racial identity.

desantis declaration of economic independence: The False White Gospel Jim Wallis,
2024-04-02 NOW A NEW YORK TIMES AND A USA TODAY BESTSELLER Everyone who claims to be
'Christian' or else claims to be upset by 'Christianity' needs to read this book, especially politicians
using people's supposed faith for their own ends. —Margaret E. Atwood Jim Wallis calls the nation to
grow up and he calls us all to fight the love battle to save the soul of America. —From the Foreword
by Eddie S. Glaude, Jr. A major new work by the New York Times bestselling author, arguing that
the answer to bad religion is true faith that will help refound democracy It is time says Jim Wallis, to
call out genuine faith—specifically the “Christian” in White Christian Nationalism—inviting all who
can be persuaded to reject and help dismantle a false gospel that propagates white supremacy and
autocracy. We need-to raise up the faith of all of us, and help those who are oblivious, stuck, and
captive to the ideology and idolatry of White Christian Nationalism that is leading us to such great
danger. Wallis turns our attention to six iconic texts at the heart of what genuine biblical faith means
and what Jesus, in the gospels, has called us to do. It is time to ask anew: do we believe these
teachings or not? This book isn’t only for Christians but for all faith traditions, and even those with
no faith at all. When we see a civic promotion of fear, hate, and violence for the trajectory of our
politics, we need a civic faith of love, healing, and hope to defeat it. And that must involve all of
us-religious or not. Learning to practice a politics of neighbor love will be central to the future of
democracy in America. And more than ever, the words of Jesus ring, “You will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.”

desantis declaration of economic independence: Gender, Race, and Power Joyce P.
Kaufman, Kristen P. Williams, 2024-10-02 Kaufman and Williams present critical issues in
international relations through an intersectional approach that examines race, gender, class,
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ethnicity, and power to arrive at better explanations for such core IR issues as war and peace,
security, human rights, development and international political economy, and the global
environment. Their approach builds on early calls amongst feminist IR theorists, imploring “Where
are the women?” It is only fairly recently that students of IR have broadened the approach to the
field to incorporate the dimensions of race, ethnicity, and class as well as gender. Kaufman and
Williams help guide readers exploring questions like: How does gender matter for understanding
war and peace? How does race matter? Where are the men? What is intersectionality in IR? How
does an intersectional approach change or broaden our understanding of international relations?

desantis declaration of economic independence: Keeping the Republic Christine Barbour,
Gerald C. Wright, 2025-04-01 Keeping the Republic, Brief Eleventh Edition draws students into the
study of American politics, showing them how to think critically about who gets what, and how while
exploring the twin themes of power and citizenship. With students living through one of the most
challenging periods in American life, this text is a much-needed resource to help them make sense of
politics in America today and become savvy consumers of political information. Carefully condensed
from the Full Edition by authors Christine Barbour and Gerald C. Wright, Keeping the Republic,
Brief Eleventh Edition gives your students the same continuity and crucial content in a more
concise, value-oriented package.

desantis declaration of economic independence: The Right to Earn a Living Timothy
Sandefur, 2010-10-01 America’s founders thought the right to earn a living was so basic and obvious
that it didn’t need to be mentioned in the Bill of Rights. The Right to Earn a Living charts the history
of this fundamental human right, from the constitutional system that was designed to protect it by
limiting government’s powers, to the Civil War Amendments that expanded protection to all
Americans, regardless of race.

desantis declaration of economic independence: Government Instituted Slavery Using
Franchises, Form #05.030 Sovereignty Education and Defense Ministry (SEDM), 2020-02-06
Documents the primary mechanism abused by the government to destroy the constitutional rights
and sovereignty of the people.

desantis declaration of economic independence: The Liberty Paradox David Kinley,
2024-02-20 The author examines the implications of this liberty reset for the ways we negotiate
freedom's boundaries as we tend to our unending preoccupations of wealth, work, health, happiness,
security, voice, love, and death--

desantis declaration of economic independence: The Changing Character of the
American Right, Volume II Joel D. Aberbach, Bruce E. Cain, Desmond King, Gillian Peele,
2025-04-30 These volumes analyze the transformation of the American right in recent years. While
the roots of that transformation can be traced back to the 1970s, the last decade has seen further
radical revisions of its ideology, style and policies. The contributors argue that both the organized
Republican Party and the wider American right have changed profoundly, especially since the Trump
presidency of 2017-2021, reflecting long- and short-term alterations to the political dynamics of the
United States. These changes have major consequences for the country’s governance, for its social
cohesion and for its constitutional order. Focusing on a range of topics including values and beliefs,
partisanship and voting behaviour, race, religion and violence as well as on institutions and policies,
these volumes brings together a distinguished team of scholars at a challenging time for the future
of American democracy.

desantis declaration of economic independence: Racist America Joe R. Feagin, Kimberley
Ducey, 2025-07-04 The fifth edition of Racist America is thoroughly revised and updated, focusing on
systemic racism and antiracism issues, especially those arising since the fourth edition (2019).
Expanding the discussion on racialized intersectionality, as well as on the white racial frame,
elite-white-male dominance system, and antiracist action, this book details how these racism
realities continue to impact black, Latino, Asian, Indigenous, and white Americans. The book
explains how and why the Black Lives Matter movement and other antiracist protests have erupted;
how and why Latino, Asian, and Indigenous Americans have responded to expanding racist




discrimination; and how and why a diverse array of Americans has demanded major societal
responses to dismantle entrenched white racism.

desantis declaration of economic independence: NextGen Marxism Mike Gonzalez,
Katherine Cornell Gorka, 2024-04-02 A deep dive into the strategies and tactics used by the radical
left in recent years to undermine the institutions of the United States, along with suggestions for
how to counter their advances. Mike Gonzalez and Katharine Gorka document the Left’s
metamorphosis into a bastardized, racialized Marxism that is a threat to everything Americans hold
dear. In this deeply insightful book, readers will understand the nature of the beast—and how to
fight it in their communities. —Christopher Rufo, Senior Fellow, Manhattan Institute Many
Americans believe that the United States is in decline. They see a country that has become
unrecognizable: where individuals are reduced to their race, ethnicity, or sexual identity; where
children are indoctrinated into radical ideologies; where anti-semitism has become widespread. This
book explains how all of these ills are rooted in Marxism. To be sure, it is not Soviet Marxism, but a
Marxism that was shaped by European intellectuals, adapted and refined by America’s student
radicals of the 1960s, and diffused throughout the culture as those student radicals became
professors, community organizers, and leaders. The end goal of these NextGen Marxists is
expropriation, redistribution, central planning, and collectivism. They are working toward nothing
less than the cultural transformation of the United States—and they have partially succeeded. But
NextGen Marxism: What It Is and How to Combat It is infused with optimism. It reveals the dark
inner workings of the radical left’s destructive agenda in the United States in order to teach
Americans how to fight back. The authors share their conviction that the best days for the United
States are still ahead of us if every day Americans can work together to restore sanity and make
America the great beacon of freedom once again.

desantis declaration of economic independence: Trumpism, Bigotry, and the Threat to
American Democracy Larry N. Gerston, 2023-12-11 In Trumpism, Bigotry, and the Threat to
American Democracy, Larry N. Gerston examines the near-lethal combination of American bigotry
and the ability of Donald Trump to take advantage of this scourge to satisfy his own political
objective. The result is an individual who won election to the American presidency by adroitly pitting
members of American society against one another, while presenting himself as the only person in the
position to save America from itself. Having succeeded to the nation’s most important political
office, Trump proceeded to use the position for his own benefit, irrespective of laws, norms, and,
most importantly, the Constitution. So powerful was Trump that he and his minions came close to
overturning the 2020 presidential election with the January 6, 2021, insurrection against the
nation’s Capitol. While Trump failed in his attempt to remain in office, the threat to the well-being of
the United States remains real.

desantis declaration of economic independence: How Government Built America Sidney A.
Shapiro, Joseph P. Tomain, 2024-05-09 How Government Built America challenges growing,
anti-government rhetoric by highlighting the role government has played in partnering with markets
to build the United States. Sidney A. Shapiro and Joseph P. Tomain explore how markets can harm
and fail the country, and how the government has addressed these extremes by restoring essential
values to benefit all citizens. Without denying that individualism and small government are part of
the national DNA, the authors demonstrate how democracy and a people pursuing communal
interests are equally important. In highly engaging prose, the authors describe how the government,
despite the complexity of markets, remains engaged in promoting economic prosperity, protecting
people, and providing an economic safety net. Each chapter focuses on a historical figure, from
Lincoln to FDR to Trump, to illustrate how the government-market mix has evolved over time. By
understanding this history, readers can turn the national conversation back to what combination of
government and markets will best serve the country.

desantis declaration of economic independence: A Paleoconservative Anthology Paul
Gottfried, 2023-02-15 This anthology provides detailed examinations of the major themes and
perspectives of the paleoconservatives as political thinkers and activists. A long forgotten and




persistently disregarded group within the American Right, but their ideas show a remarkable staying
power. Paleoconservatives, as this anthology undertakes to show, have been among the most
original and insightful representatives of the Right over the last thirty years but because of internal
quarrels and their conspicuous defiance of the conservative establishment, they have become
isolated voices. Almost everything about the paleoconservatives should be of interest to historians of
political movements, including the process by which they became a marginalized force on the
intellectual right and their periodic attempts to build bridges across the political spectrum.

desantis declaration of economic independence: Black Citizens and American Democracy
Reginald K. Ellis, Jeffrey L. Littlejohn, Peter B. Levy, 2025-04-15 How Black activism has helped
achieve and maintain democracy for all Americans In 2020, Black Americans continued a
centuries-long pursuit of racial equality and justice in the streets and at the polls. Arguing that this
year was not a deviation from the historic Civil Rights Movement, the contributors to this collection
examine the important work of Black men and women during the previous decades to shape, expand,
and preserve a multiracial American democracy. The authors of these chapters show that Black
Americans have long pushed local and national leaders to ensure that all citizens reap the full
benefits of the Constitution. They discuss Black women’s roles in advancing national voting rights;
how Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) developed “race leaders”; discriminatory
news coverage and actions against it; antipoverty efforts; and the racial and gender dynamics of
activist organizations. These studies show how Black activism from the mid-twentieth century to the
present has led to positive changes for all Americans, holding the nation to its democratic ideals and
promises. Black Citizens and American Democracy compels recognition of many unsung people who
have risked their lives and livelihoods for the good of the country. Contributors: Reginald K. Ellis |
Cassandra Newby-Alexander | Jacqueline Jones | Peter B. Levy | Charles Chavis Jr. | Charles H. Ford
| Wesley G. Phelps | Sharlene Sinegal-DeCuir | Jeffrey L. Littlejohn | Kristopher Bryan Burrell

desantis declaration of economic independence: In Covid's Wake Stephen Macedo,
Frances Lee, 2025-03-11 Featured on the New York Times' The Daily podcast and CNN's Fareed
Zakaria GPS What our failures during the pandemic cost us, and why we must do better The Covid
pandemic quickly led to the greatest mobilization of emergency powers in human history. By early
April 2020, half the world’s population—3.9 billion people—were living under quarantine. People
were told not to leave their homes; businesses were shuttered, employees laid off, and schools
closed for months or even years. The most devastating pandemic in a century and the policies
adopted in response to it upended life as we knew it. In this eye-opening book, Stephen Macedo and
Frances Lee examine our pandemic response and pose some provocative questions: Why did we
ignore pre-Covid plans for managing a pandemic? Were the voices of reasonable dissent treated
fairly? Did we adequately consider the costs and benefits of different policy options? And, aside from
vaccines, did the policies adopted work as intended? With In Covid’s Wake, Macedo and Lee offer
the first comprehensive—and candid—political assessment of how our institutions fared during the
pandemic. They describe how, influenced by Wuhan’s lockdown, governments departed from their
existing pandemic plans. Hard choices were obscured by slogans like “follow the science.” Benefits
and harms were distributed unfairly. The policies adopted largely benefited the laptop class and left
so-called essential workers unprotected; extended school closures hit the least-privileged families
the hardest. Science became politicized and dissent was driven to the margins. In the next crisis,
Macedo and Lee warn, we must not forget the deepest values of liberal democracy: tolerance and
open-mindedness, respect for evidence and its limits, a willingness to entertain uncertainty, and a
commitment to telling the whole truth.

desantis declaration of economic independence: God Is Not a Republican Daniel Korie,
2024-04-09 This book explores the intersections of partisan politics and Christianity in contemporary
society. It examines how biblical values, such as equitable justice, honesty, love of other people, and
help to the poor, have been compromised for partisan politics, which presents an unprecedented
danger to the integrity of the Christian faith. The book presents compelling biblical teachings that
contradict the misinformation promoted by some evangelical preachers to give the impression that



the Republican Party’s political agendas represent God’s values. To demystify such misconceptions
and present clarifications concerning significant political and social issues, the book draws parallel
comparisons of the practices and policies of the Republican Party and Democratic Party and
contrasts them with biblical teachings.

desantis declaration of economic independence: The Latino Century Mike Madrid,
2025-06-17 Discover how and why the two major political parties have failed to appeal to the Latino
vote—the largest ethnic voting group in the country—and the impact it will have on American
democracy and politics for decades to come in this “beautifully written must-read” (Rosario Marin,
first immigrant woman treasurer of the United States). In 2020, Latinos became the second largest
ethnic voting group in the country. They make up the largest plurality of residents in the most
populous states in the union, as well as the fastest segment of the most important swing states in the
US Electoral College. Fitting neither the stereotype of the aggrieved minority voter nor the
traditional assimilating immigrant group, Latinos are challenging both political parties’ notions of
race, religious beliefs, economic success, and the American dream. Given their exploding
numbers—and their growing ability to determine the fate of local, state, and national
elections—you’d think the two major political parties would understand Latino voters. After all, their
emergence on the national scene is not a new phenomenon. But they still don’t. Republicans, not
because of their best efforts but rather despite of them, are just beginning to see a movement of
Latinos toward the GOP. Democrats, for the moment, still win a commanding share of the Latino
vote, but that share is dwindling fast. Now, in The Latino Century, veteran political consultant Mike
Madrid uses thirty years of research and campaign experience at some of the highest levels on both
sides of the aisle to address what might be the most critical questions of our time: Will the rise of
Latino voters continue to foment the hyper-partisan and explosive tribalism of our age or will they
user in a new pluralism that advances the arc of social progress? How and why are both political
parties so uniquely unprepared for the coming wave of Latino votes? And what must each party do to
win those votes? By answering these questions, The Latino Century “provides extraordinary insight”
(George Conway, cofounder of The Lincoln Project) into the true meaning of America at a time of
rapid cultural change, the founding principles of self-government and individual responsibility, and
one man'’s journey through a political party that has turned itself inside out.

desantis declaration of economic independence: The Shaping of American Higher
Education Carrie B. Kisker, Arthur M. Cohen, 2024-03-19 An updated analysis of the forces shaping
contemporary higher education in America Combining historical perspective with in-depth coverage
of current events, The Shaping of American Higher Education offers an authoritative account of the
past, present, and future of higher education in the United States. Readers will gain a thorough
understanding of trends in student access and equity, faculty professionalization, curricular
expansion, institutional growth, college administration and governance, public and private funding,
outcomes, and accountability. Much has happened in American higher education since the 2nd
edition of this text was published in 2009. This streamlined new edition discusses contemporary
colleges and universities within a broader societal context characterized by political polarization,
social fragmentation, and distrust of government and public institutions, and illustrates how
twenty-first century institutions are grappling with issues related to diversity, equity, inclusion, and
social justice; responding to decades of state and local disinvestment by engaging in public-private
partnerships and other entrepreneurial ventures; and shedding historical precedents to educate and
train learners in new ways. The book concludes with predictions for the future and an analysis of the
challenges and opportunities that await higher education leaders, faculty, students, and
policymakers. Readers of The Shaping of American Higher Education will: Gain an awareness of how
history has shaped—and has been shaped by—institutions of higher education Develop an in-depth
understanding of current issues in colleges and universities, including student activism and free
speech; declining numbers of full-time and tenured faculty; equity-driven approaches to teaching
and learning; new pathways to degrees and non-degree credentials; increasingly complex
governance and administrative structures; entrepreneurial approaches to revenue generation and




fiscal sustainability; and heightened pressures for student and institutional accountability. Benefit
from a comprehensive analysis of how American higher education has evolved from the first colonial
colleges to a complex system of liberal arts colleges, research universities, broad-access and
Minority-Serving Institutions, community colleges, and for-profit institutions The Shaping of
American Higher Education is required reading for higher education administrators, faculty,
scholars, and policymakers and makes an excellent textbook for use in graduate and undergraduate
courses on higher education.

desantis declaration of economic independence: A Tyranny for the Good of its Victims
Andrew F. Puzder, 2025-01-14 Former CEO of CKE Restaurants, Inc. Andrew F. Puzder exposes how
the secretive consolidation of financial power under the guise of ESG represents a new collectivist
threat to the free market. Over the last thirty-five years, asset manager mega-giants BlackRock,
State Street, and Vanguard have accumulated unprecedented levels of stock ownership in virtually
every major US company. Voting the shares they hold for clients allows these companies to force
their own “environmental, social, and governance” or “ESG” agenda on the American corporate
sector and, by extension, on all of us. An asset manager’s traditional duty is to maximize returns for
its investors, but these financial elites expand their duties through “stakeholder capitalism,” the idea
that a company is responsible not only for its actual shareholders, but for everyone who is affected
by the company—which translates to everyone in the community. Thus, they can impose their
preferred ESG goals under the guise of benefitting an amorphous group of non-investors—a group
that has no say over whether ESG goals actually “benefit” them. This elite-dominated economic
system is nothing more than socialism in sheep’s clothing. “ESG” defines the champagne socialist
agenda that would devastate the working and middle classes globally. Now, in the face of rising
opposition, these financial elites are suddenly rebranding—shifting their terminology to conceal
their intent. A Tyranny for the Good of its Victims exposes how, although they may abandon the
acronym “ESG,” these elites have pursued—and will continue to pursue—their ESG goals: to
transform our consumer-driven free-market economy into one that is subject to their elitist demands,
overriding the will of the people whom they deem incapable of self-government.

desantis declaration of economic independence: Vigilante Nation Jon Michaels, David
Noll, 2025-08-12 For readers of How Democracies Die, two legal scholars expose the history of the
GOP's hidden political strategy to rollback protected rights, from abortion and gun control to
surveillance and LGBTQ rights. Virginia's governor sets up a tip line for parents to snitch on
teachers who acknowledge the reality of racial inequality. Texas unleashes bounty hunters against
individuals who aid or abet anyone seeking an abortion. Florida encourages drivers to run over
Black Lives Matter protesters who gather peacefully. And everywhere, there is the persistent threat
of political violence. While these episodes might seem to be isolated spasms of MAGA rage, they
reflect a concerted legal and political strategy that has been quietly unfolding in courts, think tanks,
and state legislatures since the violent insurrection at the Capitol on January 6, 2021. With
painstaking and enlightening research, Vigilante Nation exposes the insidious network of right-wing
lawyers, politicians, funders, and preachers who are deploying vigilantism to cement their hold on
power and impose a theocratic version of America. For so long, we have been taught by a bipartisan
consensus that vigilantism is incompatible with our rule of law, but our history shows that the right
has used it to enforce their vision of true social order. From the Fugitive Slave Act's use of bounty
hunters to Southern militias violently enforcing the terror of Jim Crow, America has long been the
home of political vigilantism. Now, discover what the future holds and how crucial it is that we each
understand our country's vigilante laws--
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