FALSE consciousness definition
sociology

**Understanding FALSE Consciousness Definition Sociology: Unpacking a Key
Marxist Concept**

FALSE consciousness definition sociology is a foundational idea in
understanding how certain social groups misinterpret their position within
the social and economic structure. At its core, false consciousness refers to
a distorted awareness or misunderstanding of one's true social or economic
interests, often perpetuated by dominant ideologies. This concept is deeply
rooted in Marxist theory but has since been explored and critiqued within
broader sociological discussions. Let’s dive into the nuances of false
consciousness, its implications, and why it remains relevant in today's
complex social landscape.

What Is False Consciousness? A Sociological
Overview

False consciousness is a term originally coined by Friedrich Engels and
further developed by Karl Marx to describe a scenario where the working class
(proletariat) fails to recognize the exploitative nature of their social and
economic conditions under capitalism. Instead of seeing themselves as
oppressed, workers might adopt the worldview of the ruling class, which
ultimately serves to maintain the status quo.

In simple terms, false consciousness happens when individuals or groups hold
beliefs and attitudes that are contrary to their own best interests, often
due to the influence of dominant cultural narratives, media, or institutional
pressures. This misperception prevents collective action or resistance
against injustice because people do not fully grasp the realities of their
exploitation or oppression.

Key Elements in the False Consciousness Definition
Sociology

— **Ideological Control**: Dominant classes propagate ideas and values that
justify existing inequalities, making exploitation appear natural or
inevitable.

— **Misrecognition of Interests**: The oppressed fail to see their shared
interests or how systemic forces work against them.

— **Social Reproduction**: False consciousness aids in maintaining social
hierarchies across generations by normalizing inequalities.

— **Barrier to Social Change**: It hinders collective awareness and political
mobilization necessary for challenging oppression.

The Origins and Development of False



Consciousness in Sociology

While false consciousness is often associated with Marx and Engels, the term
itself was popularized by later sociologists who sought to explain why the
working class did not always revolt despite being economically disadvantaged.
FEarly Marxist theory argued that the proletariat’s failure to develop class
consciousness—the awareness of their collective exploitation—was due to false
consciousness.

Over time, sociologists have expanded the concept beyond class struggle to
examine how race, gender, and other social divisions are affected by similar
misperceptions. False consciousness can manifest in various ways, such as
internalized racism, sexism, or nationalism, where marginalized groups adopt
dominant narratives that undermine their own social positions.

False Consciousness vs. Class Consciousness

Understanding false consciousness often involves contrasting it with class
consciousness:

— **False Consciousness**: A lack of awareness or a distorted understanding
of one’s social and economic realities.

— **Class Consciousness**: A clear and accurate awareness of one’s social
class and the systemic forces influencing it, often leading to collective
action.

The transition from false to class consciousness is considered crucial for
social movements aiming at systemic change.

Examples of False Consciousness in Contemporary
Society

False consciousness isn’t just a theoretical concept; it’s observable in
everyday life, often shaping how individuals perceive their realities. Let’s
explore some tangible examples.

Consumer Culture and False Consciousness

In capitalist societies, consumerism plays a significant role in shaping
beliefs and behaviors. Advertising and media often encourage individuals to
identify with products or lifestyles that signify status or happiness. This
can lead people to overlook the structural inequalities that limit their
opportunities, focusing instead on personal consumption as a marker of
success.

For example, a worker may buy into the idea that hard work and purchasing
power are the ultimate indicators of success, ignoring how systemic issues
like wage stagnation or job insecurity affect their actual economic position.



Political Allegiances and False Consciousness

False consciousness can also influence political behavior. People might
support policies or politicians that do not serve their interests because
they have internalized beliefs promoted by dominant groups. This is often
seen when marginalized groups back candidates or ideologies that maintain or
exacerbate their social disadvantages.

Critiques and Debates Around False
Consciousness

Despite its widespread use, the concept of false consciousness has faced
significant criticism and debate within sociology and related fields.

Is It Paternalistic?

One critique is that labeling people as having false consciousness can come
across as paternalistic or dismissive. It implies that individuals are duped
or incapable of understanding their own interests, which can undermine agency
and complexity in social behavior.

Complexity of Social Identities

Modern sociologists argue that people’s identities and interests are
multifaceted. Someone may simultaneously benefit from certain social
structures while being disadvantaged by others. This complexity makes it
difficult to neatly categorize consciousness as simply false or true.

Role of Culture and Ideology

Some scholars suggest that what appears as false consciousness might be
better understood as cultural hegemony, where dominant groups shape societal
norms so thoroughly that alternative worldviews become marginalized—not
necessarily because people are unaware, but because alternatives are less
accessible or viable.

Why Understanding False Consciousness Matters
Today

In an era marked by political polarization, economic inequality, and cultural
conflict, revisiting the concept of false consciousness can illuminate why
some social injustices persist despite widespread awareness.



Recognizing Ideological Influence

Understanding false consciousness helps identify how media, education, and
political rhetoric shape public perception—sometimes in ways that obscure
systemic problems.

Promoting Social Awareness and Change

Encouraging critical thinking and fostering class or social consciousness can
empower individuals and groups to challenge oppressive systems. Social
movements often focus on raising awareness to combat false consciousness and
build solidarity.

Intersectionality and False Consciousness

Modern sociological approaches incorporate intersectionality, recognizing
that false consciousness can operate differently across race, gender, and
other social categories. This nuanced perspective helps activists and
scholars tailor strategies for empowerment.

How to Spot and Counter False Consciousness in
Everyday Life

While the concept might seem abstract, there are practical ways to recognize
and challenge false consciousness in yourself and your community.

Question Dominant Narratives: Be skeptical of widely accepted ideas that
Justify inequality or blame individuals for systemic problems.

e Educate Yourself on Social Structures: Learn about economic systems,
social hierarchies, and power dynamics to gain a clearer understanding
of your position.

e Engage in Dialogue: Talk with others about their experiences and
perspectives to uncover shared interests and challenge misconceptions.

e Support Critical Media: Seek out independent news sources and literature
that question dominant ideologies.

e Participate in Collective Action: Get involved in community or political
groups working towards social justice to build class or social
consciousness.

By making these efforts, individuals can gradually overcome false
consciousness and contribute to a more informed and equitable society.



False consciousness remains a vital concept in sociology for understanding
how social power operates invisibly and how people’s perceptions can be
shaped in ways that perpetuate inequality. Though complex and sometimes
contested, it encourages us to look beyond surface appearances and question
the structures influencing our beliefs and choices. In doing so, it opens
pathways for greater awareness, solidarity, and transformative social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of false consciousness in
sociology?

False consciousness in sociology refers to a way of thinking that prevents
individuals or classes from perceiving the true nature of their social or
economic situation, often leading them to accept and perpetuate their own
exploitation or oppression.

Who originally developed the concept of false
consciousness?

The concept of false consciousness was originally developed by Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels to describe the way the working class may be misled by
dominant ideology to accept their subordinate position in capitalist society.

How does false consciousness affect social classes?

False consciousness affects social classes by causing members of oppressed or
exploited classes to adopt beliefs or values that justify and maintain the
existing social order, thereby preventing them from recognizing their
collective interests and mobilizing for social change.

Can false consciousness be overcome according to
sociological theory?

Yes, according to sociological theory, false consciousness can be overcome
through class consciousness, which arises when individuals become aware of
their true social and economic conditions and unite to challenge systemic
inequalities.

What role does ideology play in false consciousness?

Ideology plays a central role in false consciousness by shaping and
reinforcing beliefs and values that obscure the realities of social relations
and power structures, thus maintaining the dominance of ruling classes and
preventing critical awareness among subordinated groups.

Additional Resources

FALSE Consciousness Definition Sociology: An In-Depth Exploration

FALSE consciousness definition sociology refers to a critical concept within



Marxist theory and sociological discourse that describes a state in which
individuals or groups hold distorted perceptions of their social reality,
particularly concerning their own class position and interests. This
phenomenon is central to understanding the dynamics of social control,
ideology, and power structures in capitalist societies. As a sociological
concept, false consciousness highlights the ways in which dominant ideologies
can obscure the true conditions of exploitation and inequality, thereby
inhibiting collective action or resistance.

Understanding false consciousness requires delving into its theoretical
roots, its implications for social movements, and the critigques it has faced
over time. Its relevance persists in contemporary sociology, especially in
discussions about ideology, hegemony, and social awareness.

Theoretical Foundations of False Consciousness

The term "false consciousness" emerged primarily from the works of Karl Marx
and Friedrich Engels, although the phrase itself was coined later by Engels.
It encapsulates the idea that the proletariat, or working class, may adopt
the worldview of the ruling capitalist class, thereby misrecognizing their
true class interests. This misrecognition acts as a barrier to class
consciousness, which Marx considered essential for revolutionary change.

At its core, false consciousness functions as a form of ideological control.
It operates through cultural, political, and social institutions—such as
media, education, and religion—that propagate dominant values and narratives.
These institutions effectively shape individuals’ perceptions, aligning them
with the interests of the ruling elite rather than their own.

Distinguishing False Consciousness from Class
Consciousness

False consciousness is often contrasted with class consciousness. While false
consciousness represents a distorted or incomplete awareness of one's social
reality and class position, class consciousness refers to a clear, accurate
understanding and recognition of these realities. The transition from false
to class consciousness is pivotal in Marxist theory, as it marks the
awakening of a collective working-class identity capable of challenging
systemic exploitation.

In sociological research, this distinction helps explain why marginalized
groups might not always mobilize politically or resist oppressive systems,
even when objectively disadvantaged.

False Consciousness in Contemporary Sociology

Modern sociologists have expanded the application of false consciousness
beyond strict Marxist class analysis. It is now used to interpret wvarious
forms of social misperception, including those related to race, gender, and
ethnicity. This broadened perspective recognizes that false consciousness can
manifest in multiple intersecting social identities and not solely in terms
of economic class.



For example, feminist sociologists examine how patriarchal ideologies can
produce false consciousness among women, leading them to internalize
subordination or accept gender roles that undermine their empowerment.
Similarly, critical race theorists explore how racialized false consciousness
might inhibit collective action against systemic racism.

Mechanisms and Features of False Consciousness

False consciousness operates through several mechanisms that maintain social
order:

e Ideological Hegemony: As theorized by Antonio Gramsci, dominant groups
maintain control by establishing their worldview as the cultural norm,
shaping common sense and naturalizing inequality.

e Repressive State Apparatuses: Institutions like the police and military
enforce social hierarchies through coercion, supporting ideological
control.

e Consent and Co-optation: False consciousness involves not only
oppression but also the consent of the oppressed, who may unknowingly
support their own subjugation.

These features illustrate that false consciousness is not merely ignorance
but a complex process involving socialization and power dynamics.

Critiques and Debates Surrounding False
Consciousness

Despite its theoretical importance, false consciousness has attracted
significant criticism. Some scholars argue that the concept is overly
deterministic and paternalistic, implying that individuals lack agency or the
capacity for critical thought. Critics also highlight the difficulty in
empirically measuring or verifying false consciousness, as it presupposes an
objective "true" understanding of social reality.

Others question the assumption that the working class or oppressed groups
invariably lack awareness of their exploitation. Studies have shown that
marginalized individuals often possess nuanced understandings of their
circumstances but may face structural barriers that limit their capacity for
collective resistance.

These critiques have led to more nuanced frameworks that emphasize

reflexivity, resistance within domination, and the negotiated nature of
ideology.

False Consciousness Versus Ideology: A Conceptual



Comparison

False consciousness is sometimes conflated with ideology, but sociologists
distinguish between the two. Ideology refers to the system of ideas and
beliefs that shape social reality, while false consciousness specifically
denotes a misperception or distortion within that ideological framework.

In other words, ideology can be neutral or even emancipatory, depending on
its content and function, but false consciousness necessarily implies a
deceptive or misleading form of ideology that benefits dominant groups at the
expense of others.

Relevance of False Consciousness in Social
Policy and Activism

Understanding false consciousness holds practical implications for social
policy, education, and activism. Recognizing how distorted perceptions hinder
social change can inform strategies to raise awareness and foster critical
thinking among marginalized communities.

For example, grassroots movements often focus on consciousness-raising
activities, such as political education and community organizing, as tools to
counteract false consciousness. These efforts aim to empower individuals with
knowledge about systemic inequalities, encouraging collective action.

Moreover, policymakers and educators who grasp the dynamics of false
consciousness may design interventions that challenge dominant narratives and
promote social justice.

Examples in Modern Social Contexts

e Consumer Culture: False consciousness can manifest in consumerism, where
individuals perceive material wealth and consumption as markers of
success, obscuring underlying economic inequalities.

e Labor Relations: Workers may accept precarious employment conditions
believing they are inevitable or deserved, reflecting false
consciousness about labor exploitation.

e Media Influence: Mass media often perpetuates dominant ideologies,
shaping public opinion in ways that reinforce existing power structures
and contribute to false consciousness.

These examples illustrate the pervasive influence of false consciousness in
everyday life and societal structures.

FALSE consciousness remains a potent analytical tool in sociology, shedding
light on the interplay between ideology, power, and social awareness. While
debates about its applicability and limitations continue, the concept
provides invaluable insights into why social inequalities persist and how
they might be challenged through enhanced collective consciousness.
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false consciousness definition sociology: The Alienated Mind (Routledge Revivals) David
Frisby, 2013-10-08 This book, first published in 1983, with a second edition in 1992, investigates the
emergence of the sociology of knowledge in Germany in the critical period from 1918 to 1933. These
years witnessed the development of distinctive paradigms centred on the works of Max Scheler,
Georg Lukacs and Karl Mannheim. Each theorist sought to confront the base-superstructure models
of the relationship between knowledge and society, which originated in Orthodox Marxism. David
Frisbsy illustrates how these and other themes in the sociology of knowledge were contested
through a detailed account of the central sociological debates in Weimar Germany. This reissue of
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thinkers in the field, as well as from the related fields of psychology, economics, anthropology,
philosophy, and political science. For this fourth edition, Professor John Scott has conducted a
thorough review of all entries to ensure that they are concise, focused, and up to date. Revisions
reflect current intellectual debates and social conditions, particularly in relation to global and
multi-cultural issues. New entries cover relevant contemporary concepts, such as climate change,
social media, terrorism, and intersectionality, as well as key living sociologists. This Dictionary is
both an invaluable introduction to sociology for beginners, and an essential source of reference for
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Mitchell, 2017-07-05 Designed especially to meet the needs of beginners in all the social sciences, A
New Dictionary of the Social Sciences follows its highly successful distinguished predecessor
initially issued as A Dictionary of Sociology first published in 1968. Many of the entries have been
revised and updated to keep abreast of the proliferation in the vocabulary of the social sciences. The
volume remains on excellent single source for definitions in social research. The entries include
social psychological terms, terms in social and cultural anthropology, terms common to political
science, social administration and social work. In the choice of words, a generous definition of social
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science was employed, making the dictionary a very useful reference source for all beginners in the
social sciences. Some terms are explained quite briefly while others are given lengthy treatment,
according to the further assumptions that some sociological terms can imply. Thus, long entries are
given on words, such as authority, consensus, phenomenology, role, social stratification,
structuralism, whereas short and succinct entries suffice for words such, as agnate, eidos, or mores.
A number of short biographical sketches are also included. The contributors are all scholars working
in universities, predominantly in the United Kingdom and the United States. More than a glossary, A
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eight chapters, this book begins with an overview of historians' conflicting interpretations regarding
the causes of the French Revolution to highlight the tendency of historians to differ in their visions
of the historical process, resulting in different and sometimes even contradictory representations of
one and the same fact. The discussion then turns to three models of the process of cognition (the
cognitive subject, the object of cognition, and knowledge as the product of the process of cognition),
as well as the concept of truth as a philosophical problem. Subsequent chapters focus on two
concepts of history, namely, positivism and presentism; The class character of historical cognition;
historicism and relativism; and the selection of historical facts. The book also considers why history
is continuously written anew before concluding with an assessment of the objectivity of historical
truth. This monograph will be of interest to students, practitioners, and researchers in the fields of
history, philosophy, and the social sciences.
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Du Bois. The theorists were chosen for the diversity of their perspectives as well as their ability to
introduce the student to contemporary theory. Kenneth Allan uses a lively informative writing style
to engage the students in the eras of social change that spawned the major sociological theories and
then applies them to the current era, which also is experiencing major social change. Features and
benefits: - The book includes a glossary of terms. Each of the theorist’s important concepts are
highlighted in the text and clear definitions provided in the glossary. This feature is particularly
important because theory is made up of terms and concepts and without the use of a glossary, it is
very easy for the undergraduate theory student to lose track of the terms and meanings. - While the
book is organized primarily around the individual theorist’s perspective, a categorical scheme is also
provided so the student can roughly situate the theorists and decide for themselves some of
sociology’s big questions. The scheme provided in the book is not the one usually used by textbooks.
The more commonly used scheme (conflict, functional, interaction) hides some really important
questions that the student needs to consider (for example, is society an object or does it exist only
through interpretations?). - The book provides an appendix with complete definitions of most of



sociology’s major perspectives e.g., critical theory (including feminism, race, and queer theory,
postmodernism, and so on), exchange theory, rational choice theory, dramaturgy,
ethnomethodology, structuration, network theory, ecological theory, social phenomenology, and so
on. - The book introduces the power and poetry of theory by extensive use of original source material
from the theorists writings.

false consciousness definition sociology: Learning Transformations: Applied
Sociological Imaginations from First Year Seminars and Beyond Mohammad H. Tamdgidi,
2011-09-01 This Spring 2011 (IX, 2) issue of Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of
Self-Knowledge, entitled “Learning Transformations: Applied Sociological Imaginations from First
Year Seminars and Beyond,” includes nine UMass Boston undergraduate student papers: seven from
two sections of the first year seminar, Soc. 110G: “Insiders/Outsiders,” one from the course “Youth
and Society” (Soc. 201), and another from the course “Elements of Sociological Theory” (Soc. 341),
all taken during the 2010-2011 academic year at UMass Boston. The authors cultivate their
sociological imaginations of the link between their personal troubles and broader public issues by
exploring topics such as: difficulties with writing; struggles with overachievement; adolescent
depression; pessimism; obsession with body self-image; pornography and love; drunken driving;
feminine identity formation; and coping with personal traumas amid parental, sibling, and societal
dysfunctions. The editor points to the significance of publishing undergraduate scholarships of
learning and their sociological self-studies, highlighting the extent to which the origins of the
present journal entitled “human architecture” can itself be traced to his own “student selves” and
early undergraduate education in architecture at U.C. Berkeley, and specifically to a seminar he took
with his undergraduate teacher and advisor, the late “professor of design” and renowned painter,
Jesse Reichek. Contributors include: Thanh D. Pham, Iris M. Rivas, Melissa Mejia, Ryan ]. Canillas,
Michaela Volpe, Rose Bautista, Jennifer Cervantes, Ann Barnes, Melanie Maxham, and Mohammad
H. Tamdgidi (also as journal editor-in-chief). Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of
Self-Knowledge is a publication of OKCIR: The Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research in
Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics). For more information about OKCIR and other issues in
its journal’s Edited Collection as well as Monograph and Translation series visit OKCIR’s homepage.

false consciousness definition sociology: An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion
Professor Pal Repstad, Assoc Prof Inger Furseth, 2013-05-28 An Introduction to the Sociology of
Religion provides an overview of sociological theories of contemporary religious life. Some chapters
are organized according to topic. Others offer brief presentations of classical and contemporary
sociologists from Karl Marx to Zygmunt Bauman and their perspectives on social life, including
religion. Throughout the book, illustrations and examples are taken from several religious traditions.

false consciousness definition sociology: Sociological Interpretations of Education David
Blackledge, Barry Hunt, 2019-08-13 This book, first published in 1985, provides a clear readable
account of the principal sociological approaches to education. It is organised around the three main
sociological perspectives on education: the Durkheimian and Functionalist, the Marxist and the
Interpretative. It concentrates on the most important and interesting writers within each

false consciousness definition sociology: A Primer in Social and Sociological Theory Kenneth
Allan, 2010-04-14 A fascinating guide to thinking theoretically about the social world Organized
around the discourses of modernity, democracy, and citizenship, A Primer in Social and Sociological
Theory: Toward a Sociology of Citizenship helps readers to develop skills in critical thinking and
theory analysis as they explore nine central ideas of thought: modernity, society, self, religion,
capitalism, power, gender, race, and globalization. Each chapter concludes with a section that
discusses the craft of citizenship as it relates to the chapter content.

false consciousness definition sociology: Cause and Meaning in the Social Sciences Ernest
Gellner, 2004-11-23 This volume focuses on key conceptual issues in the social sciences, such as
Winch's idea of a social science, structuralism, Malinowski and Evans-Pritchard, and the concept of
kinship. In particular it deals with such problems as the relationship of nature and culture, the
relevance of concepts drawn from within a given society to its understanding, and the relation of



theory to time.

false consciousness definition sociology: Discovering Sociology (RLE Social Theory) John
Rex, 2014-08-21 Professor John Rex was one of Britain’s most eminent sociologists, and a teacher of
a whole generation of sociology students. In this book he presents a stimulating introduction to the
major issues of sociological theory and gives an account of the perspective which has informed his
thinking and writing. He deals with the objectives of sociological investigation, the methods it uses
and how in these respects it resembles or differs from natural science and history. He goes on to
discuss the work of Weber, Durkheim, Marx, Engels, Mills and other important theorists, and
concludes with a convincing demonstration of the continuing relevance of the Weberian tradition to
the study of sociology.

false consciousness definition sociology: Sociology In Its Place Runciman, 2010-06-10 This
book examines how sociology belongs with history and anthropology.

false consciousness definition sociology: Debates in Sociology David Morgan, Liz Stanley,
1993 Since the publication of the first edition of Sociology journal, some central sociological debates
have appeared in its pages. This book aims to present some of the main developments in British
sociology, and to examine in particular the way the debates have been reflected in Sociology.

false consciousness definition sociology: Meaning and Appreciation Michael A. Weinstein,
1978 The great crisis of twentieth-century philosophy has been the loss of meaning as a criterion for
conduct. With the collapse of the historical sociologies of the nineteenth century and their
replacement by relativistic doctrines, contemporary thought has retreated to the fleeting present
moment as the ground for describing action. In Meaning and Appreciation, Michael Weinstein traces
the history of the failure of historical meaning, showing how the disappearance of collective purpose
has altered our sense of time and made us aware that we are the creators of our time perspectives.
Drawing upon the vitalistic tradition of Bergson, Weinstein returns to the intuition of the durée and
argues that beneath practical life, we are rooted in successive lived presents. Weinstein identifies
the lived present with appreciation, arguing that the life of expression, not nihilism, lies beyond the
wreckage of historical teleology. The climax of Weinstein's work is an original vision of human
existence, in which our essence is to express one another to ourselves. Vindicating our intrinsic
sociality against the abstract and mechanistic claims of both individualism and collectivism, the
author argues that our destiny is not to project meanings into a symbolic future, but to attend to and
care for one another in the present. Weinstein's sensitive analysis offers new insights into such
contemporary movements as existentialism, the sociology of knowledge, and cultural philosophy,
evaluating all of them in terms of the fundamental tension in our society.

false consciousness definition sociology: The Sociology of Science Robert K. Merton, 1973
The exploration of the social conditions that facilitate or retard the search for scientific knowledge
has been the major theme of Robert K. Merton's work for forty years. This collection of papers [is] a
fascinating overview of this sustained inquiry. . . . There are very few other books in sociology . . .
with such meticulous scholarship, or so elegant a style. This collection of papers is, and is likely to
remain for a long time, one of the most important books in sociology.—Joseph Ben-David, New York
Times Book Review The novelty of the approach, the erudition and elegance, and the unusual
breadth of vision make this volume one of the most important contributions to sociology in general
and to the sociology of science in particular. . . . Merton's Sociology of Science is a magisterial
summary of the field.—Yehuda Elkana, American Journal of Sociology Merton's work provides a rich
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so much to define and support.—J. R. Ravetz, American Scientist The essays not only exhibit a
diverse and penetrating analysis and a deal of historical and contemporary examples, with concrete
numerical data, but also make genuinely good reading because of the wit, the liveliness and the rich
learning with which Merton writes.—Philip Morrison, Scientific American Merton's impact on
sociology as a whole has been large, and his impact on the sociology of science has been so
momentous that the title of the book is apt, because Merton's writings represent modern sociology



of science more than any other single writer.—Richard McClintock, Contemporary Sociology
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Hamilton, 2014-08-13 The primary concern of this study is to present, elucidate and analyse the
developments which have characterized the sociology of knowledge, and which have set for it the
outlines of its major problematics. Peter Hamilton examines the most distinctive approaches to the
determinate relationship between knowledge and social structure. He considers the three main
‘pre-paradigms’ of the sociology of knowledge based on the work of Marx, Durkheim and Weber, and
looks at the contribution of Scheler, Mannheim and phenomenological studies to this complex field.
He explores the intellectual context, particularly that of Enlightenment philosophy, in which the
problems involved in producing a sociology of knowledge first came to light. In conclusion, the
author suggests an inclusive perspective for approaching the difficulties posed in any attempt to
describe and explain relations between knowledge and social structure.

false consciousness definition sociology: Sociology and Theology David A. Martin, John O.
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Contributors: John Orme Mills, Eileen Barker, Christopher Harris, David Martin, William Pickering,
W. Donald Hudson, Robin Gill, Gregory Baum, Timothy Radcliffe, Antoine Lion, Robert Towler.
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