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The Management of Grief by Bharati Mukherjee: A Deep Dive into Loss and Healing

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee stands as a poignant exploration of sorrow,
resilience, and cultural identity. This short story, rooted in the tragic Air India Flight 182 bombing of
1985, offers a profound narrative that delves into how individuals and communities cope with
unimaginable loss. Through the lens of Mukherjee’s storytelling, readers are invited to witness grief
not just as a personal experience but as a complex emotional journey intertwined with cultural
expectations, memory, and the quest for closure.

Understanding the Context of The Management of
Grief by Bharati Mukherjee

Before delving into the themes and literary elements, it's essential to grasp the historical and cultural
backdrop that informs Mukherjee’s narrative. The story centers on the aftermath of a devastating
airplane explosion that claimed hundreds of lives, many of whom were Indian immigrants or of Indian
descent. This context is vital because it frames grief within the diasporic experience—where loss is
compounded by distance, cultural dislocation, and the challenge of maintaining identity in a foreign
land.

Mukherjee’s protagonist, Shaila Bhave, embodies this intersection. As a widow and a mother who
loses her entire family in the crash, her grief is multilayered. It encompasses not only personal sorrow
but also the communal and cultural pressures that shape how she processes her pain. This
intertwining of personal and cultural narratives makes the management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee
resonate deeply with readers from diverse backgrounds.

Thematic Exploration in The Management of Grief by
Bharati Mukherjee

The Complexity of Grief and Mourning

Mukherjee’s story challenges simplistic notions of grief by illustrating its complexity. Grief is portrayed
as a non-linear, multifaceted process that varies significantly across individuals. Shaila’s journey
highlights that mourning isn’t a one-size-fits-all experience; it's influenced by cultural traditions,
personal beliefs, and societal expectations.

For instance, Shaila’s initial detachment and later emotional breakdown reveal the stages of denial,
anger, and acceptance that many psychologists associate with grief. However, Mukherjee adds layers
by showing how Shaila’s Indian cultural background influences her mourning rituals and



expectations—such as the importance of family, community support, and spiritual beliefs.

Cultural Identity and Diaspora

One of the most compelling aspects of the management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee is how it
weaves cultural identity into the grieving process. The story illustrates that grief cannot be fully
understood without acknowledging the cultural frameworks within which it occurs. For immigrants and
diasporic individuals, like Shaila, grief is often complicated by feelings of isolation and the challenge
of reconciling traditional customs with life in a new country.

Mukherjee subtly points out the tension between maintaining cultural heritage and adapting to the
host country’s norms. This tension affects how grief is expressed and managed. In Shaila’s case, her
interactions with Canadian authorities and other families demonstrate the clash between Western
bureaucratic processes and Eastern cultural values related to death and remembrance.

Literary Techniques in The Management of Grief by
Bharati Mukherjee

Symbolism and Imagery

Mukherjee employs rich symbolism to deepen the narrative’s emotional impact. The airplane crash
itself symbolizes sudden, irrevocable loss and the shattering of normalcy. Additionally, recurring
motifs such as photographs, letters, and religious icons serve as tangible connections to the
deceased, underscoring the human desire to hold onto memories amidst grief.

The imagery of the sea, where many victims’ remains are lost, evokes a sense of vastness and the
unknowable, paralleling the overwhelming nature of grief. These literary devices enrich the story,
helping readers empathize with Shaila’s pain and the broader community’s mourning.

Characterization and Emotional Resonance

Shaila Bhave’'s characterization is central to the story’s emotional depth. Mukherjee crafts her as a
strong yet vulnerable figure, navigating the labyrinth of grief while trying to maintain composure for
the sake of others. Through subtle shifts in Shaila’s behavior and internal monologue, readers witness
the silent battles many grieving individuals face.

Moreover, the supporting characters, such as other family members and officials, represent different
responses to tragedy—ranging from denial to bureaucratic detachment. This variety creates a realistic
tapestry of grief, highlighting that healing is often a communal rather than solitary process.



Insights on Grief Management from Mukherjee’s
Narrative

Reading the management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee offers several valuable insights into how grief
can be managed, especially in traumatic and culturally complex situations. Here are some key
takeaways:

1. Embracing Emotional Authenticity

Mukherjee’s story encourages embracing the full spectrum of emotions that grief brings, from
numbness to sorrow to anger. Suppressing or rushing through these feelings can hinder healing.
Instead, allowing oneself to experience emotions authentically is crucial.

2. The Role of Community Support

Grief is often isolating, but Mukherjee highlights the importance of community, whether through
shared rituals or simply being present for one another. Social support can provide comfort and a
sense of belonging, essential elements in the journey toward acceptance.

3. Navigating Cultural Expectations

For many, cultural traditions offer a roadmap for mourning. However, when individuals find
themselves between cultures—as in diaspora—the management of grief can become complicated.
Mukherjee’s narrative suggests that finding a personal balance between honoring heritage and
adapting to new contexts is vital.

4. Seeking Closure in Uncertain Circumstances

In tragedies like plane crashes where bodies may never be recovered, traditional closure is elusive.
Mukherjee’s story underscores the importance of creating symbolic acts of remembrance or rituals
that help survivors find peace, even without physical remains.

Practical Tips Inspired by The Management of Grief by
Bharati Mukherjee

Drawing on the themes and lessons from Mukherjee’s work, here are some practical suggestions for
managing grief, especially in multicultural or diasporic settings:



e Allow Yourself Time: Grief does not follow a set timeline. Be patient and gentle with yourself
as emotions ebb and flow.

e Engage in Rituals: Whether traditional or personally meaningful, rituals can help mark the
transition and honor the memory of loved ones.

e Connect with Support Networks: Reach out to friends, family, or support groups who
understand your cultural background or grief experience.

* Express Yourself Creatively: Writing, art, or storytelling can be therapeutic outlets to
process complex emotions.

» Seek Professional Help if Needed: Sometimes grief can be overwhelming, and talking to a
counselor familiar with cultural nuances can be beneficial.

The Enduring Relevance of The Management of Grief
by Bharati Mukherjee

Even decades after its publication, the management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee remains a powerful
study of human resilience. Its exploration of loss transcends its specific historical moment to speak
universally about how we confront death, memory, and identity. In a world increasingly marked by
displacement and cultural intermingling, Mukherjee’s story offers a compassionate lens through which
to understand grief’s many dimensions.

Ultimately, this narrative reminds us that grief is not merely an individual burden but a shared human
experience—one that demands empathy, understanding, and the courage to face pain while moving
toward healing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Bharati Mukherjee's 'The
Management of Grief'?

The central theme of 'The Management of Grief' is coping with loss and the process of mourning,
particularly focusing on the experiences of immigrant families dealing with grief after a tragic event.

How does Bharati Mukherjee portray the cultural aspects of
grief in the story?

Mukherjee portrays grief through the lens of cultural identity, highlighting the contrast between
Western and Indian mourning practices and how the protagonist navigates these differing cultural
expectations.



Who is the protagonist in 'The Management of Grief' and what
challenges does she face?

The protagonist is Shaila Bhave, an Indian immigrant who loses her husband and sons in the Air India
bombing. She faces the challenge of managing her personal grief while supporting a community of
bereaved families.

What role does community play in the story 'The Management
of Grief'?

Community plays a significant role as it provides support and shared understanding among the
grieving families, yet also presents pressures to conform to collective mourning rituals and
expectations.

How does Bharati Mukherjee address the theme of identity in
the story?

The story explores how grief affects the protagonist's sense of identity, particularly as an immigrant
balancing her Indian heritage with her life in Canada, and how loss reshapes her personal and cultural
identity.

What literary techniques does Mukherjee use to convey the
emotional depth of grief?

Mukherjee uses vivid imagery, introspective narration, and detailed cultural references to evoke the
complexity of grief and the emotional struggles of the protagonist.

How does 'The Management of Grief' reflect on the impact of
terrorism on individual lives?

The story personalizes the consequences of terrorism by focusing on the intimate loss experienced by
the victims' families, illustrating the long-lasting emotional and psychological effects beyond the
immediate tragedy.

What message does Bharati Mukherjee convey about healing
and moving forward in ‘'The Management of Grief'?

Mukherjee suggests that healing is a personal and cultural journey that involves acknowledging pain,
embracing change, and finding new ways to live with loss while honoring memories.

Additional Resources



The Management of Grief by Bharati Mukherjee: A
Critical Exploration

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee emerges as a poignant narrative that delves into
the multifaceted nature of loss and the human capacity to navigate sorrow. This short story,
emblematic of Mukherjee’s literary craftsmanship, offers a profound meditation on grief, identity, and
resilience, particularly within the diasporic experience. By analyzing the thematic depth, character
development, and cultural context embedded in the story, one can appreciate how Mukherjee
approaches the universal yet deeply personal process of mourning.

In-depth Analysis of The Management of Grief by
Bharati Mukherjee

Bharati Mukherjee, known for her insightful portrayals of immigrant lives, utilizes “The Management of
Grief” to explore grief beyond individual loss, expanding it into a collective, cultural, and

psychological phenomenon. The story is set against the tragic backdrop of the Air India Flight 182
bombing in 1985, which claimed the lives of many Canadian-Indo families. Mukherjee’s narrative does
not merely recount the tragedy but probes the intricate emotional responses of those left behind.

Thematic Exploration

Central to the story is the theme of grief management, viewed through the protagonist’s eyes—a
widow named Shaila Bhave. Mukherjee portrays grief not as a linear process but as a labyrinthine
journey marked by denial, anger, acceptance, and reconstruction of identity. The narrative reflects on
how grief interacts with cultural expectations, societal pressures, and personal resilience.

The management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee reveals the tension between traditional Indian
mourning customs and Western individualistic approaches to loss. This cultural dissonance deepens
the protagonist's struggle, illustrating how diasporic identities grapple with inherited rituals while
assimilating into new social contexts. Mukherjee interrogates these contrasting frameworks,
emphasizing the complexity of navigating grief within hybrid cultural spaces.

Characterization and Emotional Depth

Mukherjee’s portrayal of Shaila is meticulous and empathetic, presenting her as a figure caught
between stoicism and vulnerability. The story’s narrative voice remains restrained yet evocative,
allowing readers a window into the nuanced emotional landscape of someone managing profound
grief. Shaila’s internal dialogue and interactions underscore the isolation often experienced by those
mourning in a community fractured by tragedy.

Moreover, Mukherjee introduces other characters who embody varying responses to grief, from denial
and anger to attempts at communal healing. This range of emotional reactions enriches the narrative,
highlighting that grief management is not monolithic but deeply individual and socially influenced.



Cultural and Diasporic Context

“The management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee” cannot be fully understood without recognizing its
diasporic context. The story reflects the experiences of Indian immigrants in Canada, whose ties to
homeland traditions intersect with their new environment. Mukherjee’s work often addresses themes
of displacement and identity reconstruction, and this story is no exception.

The diaspora’s collective trauma following the bombing is a critical element, demonstrating how grief
extends beyond personal loss to encompass communal suffering. The story critiques the inadequacy
of institutional responses to such tragedies, revealing the gaps in support systems for immigrant
communities. This sociopolitical undercurrent enriches the narrative, positioning grief within broader
discourses of multiculturalism, integration, and marginalization.

Literary Techniques in The Management of Grief

Mukherjee employs a variety of literary techniques that enhance the story’s exploration of grief. The
use of symbolism, imagery, and narrative structure serves to deepen the emotional resonance and
thematic complexity.

Symbolism and Imagery

One of the notable features of “The management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee” is the symbolic use of
objects and rituals. For instance, mourning ceremonies and traditional attire symbolize the
protagonist’s connection to her heritage and the weight of cultural expectations. The recurrent
imagery of water, tears, and silence encapsulates the fluidity and depth of sorrow.

These symbols operate on both personal and collective levels, emphasizing how grief is managed
through rituals that offer temporary solace and a means to express loss.

Narrative Structure and Tone

Mukherjee adopts a measured, contemplative tone in her storytelling. The narrative unfolds in a
nonlinear fashion, mirroring the fragmentation often experienced in grief. Shifts between past
memories and present moments create a layered texture that conveys the persistence of loss over
time.

The restrained prose style avoids melodrama, opting instead for subtlety and nuance. This
professional tone aligns with the story’s investigative examination of grief, encouraging readers to
engage with the emotional complexity without succumbing to sentimentality.



Comparative Perspectives on Grief Management

In comparing Mukherjee’s story with other literary works centered on grief, several distinctive
features emerge. Unlike conventional Western narratives that often emphasize catharsis and
resolution, “The management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee” embraces ambiguity and ongoing
negotiation.

e Eastern vs. Western Mourning Practices: Mukherjee contrasts ritualistic mourning
prevalent in Indian culture with the more private, psychological processing common in Western
contexts, illustrating cultural hybridity.

e Individual vs. Collective Grief: The story highlights the communal dimension of mourning in
diaspora communities, a perspective less frequently explored in mainstream literature.

* Resilience and Reconstruction: Rather than focusing solely on sorrow, Mukherjee

underscores the resilience required to rebuild life post-tragedy, a theme resonant in immigrant
narratives.

These comparative insights underscore the story’s contribution to broader conversations about how
grief is experienced and managed across cultures.

Pros and Cons of Mukherjee’s Approach

e Pros:
o Authentic representation of diasporic grief and cultural nuances.
o Balanced narrative tone that respects the gravity of loss without sensationalism.

o Integration of sociopolitical commentary enhancing thematic depth.

e Cons:

o Some readers may find the narrative’s subtlety less accessible compared to more overtly
emotional stories.

o The lack of a definitive resolution might leave those seeking closure somewhat
unsatisfied.



Despite these minor limitations, Mukherjee’s story remains a powerful exploration of grief
management that resonates with diverse audiences.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions on Grief

The management of grief by Bharati Mukherjee continues to hold significant relevance in
contemporary dialogues around trauma and healing, especially within multicultural societies. As
global migration increases and communities become more culturally heterogeneous, understanding
the intersection of grief, identity, and cultural tradition becomes imperative.

Mental health professionals and grief counselors can draw valuable insights from Mukherjee’s
narrative, particularly regarding culturally sensitive approaches to mourning. The story highlights the
necessity of acknowledging cultural backgrounds and collective experiences when supporting
bereaved individuals from immigrant communities.

Additionally, the story’s engagement with institutional shortcomings in addressing communal grief
prompts critical reflection on public policies and support systems. It underscores the importance of
inclusive frameworks that recognize the diversity of grief expressions and needs.

Bharati Mukherjee’s “The management of grief” offers a layered, insightful portrayal of how
individuals and communities navigate the turbulent waters of loss. Through its nuanced depiction of
cultural conflict, emotional complexity, and resilience, the story invites readers to reconsider
conventional notions of mourning. As grief remains a universal human experience, Mukherjee’'s work
enriches the conversation by embedding it within the realities of diasporic life and collective trauma.
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the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: The Oxford Book of American Short Stories
Joyce Carol Oates, 1992 This volume offers a survey of American short fiction in 59 tales that
combine classic works with 'different, unexpected gems', which invite readers to explore a wealth of
important pieces by women and minority writers. Authors include: Amy Tan, Alice Adams, David
Leavitt and Tim O'Brien.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Great World Writers Patrick M. O'Neil,
2004 This nicely illustrated reference for junior high and high school students offers 20-page profiles
of 93 of the world's most influential writers of the twentieth century. Arranged alphabetically, each
profile provides facts about the writer's life and works as well as a commentary on his or her
significance, discussion of political and social events that occurred during his or her lifetime, a
reader's guide to major works, and events, beliefs or traditions that inspired the writer's works.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Troubling the Canon of Citizenship
Education George H. Richardson, David W. Blades, 2006 The discourse of civic education privileges
liberal democratic understandings of citizenship. Yet we know that such understandings do not
accurately represent the complex, plural, and problematic nature of citizenship in contemporary
society. To stimulate discussion about new possibilities for teaching citizenship, this volume brings
together the work of Canadian and American curriculum scholars to «trouble» the existing canon of
citizenship education. Addressing themes as diverse as gender, sexual orientation, globalization,
agency, ontology, and interdisciplinarity, the essays that make up this collection seek to enlarge and
expand upon the ways educators, curriculum developers, and policymakers might approach teaching
citizenship.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction
Bausch, Richard, 2015-02-18 <em>The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction</em>, shorter edition
features 73 works&#8212;many of them new to this edition&#8212;by 69 authors, offering a broad
collection of short stories with the most thoughtful annotations and apparatus on the market. With a
new Authors in Depth feature, an extensive Reviews and Commentaries section, and expanded
coverage of Writers on Writing, the shorter eighth edition provides a wealth of criticism of key works
and authors, as well as the opportunity to look deeper into the craft of fiction.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: South Asian Racialization and
Belonging after 9/11 Aparajita De, 2016-05-26 This collection of essays interrogates literary and
cultural narratives in the contexts of the incidents following 9/11. The collected essays underscore
the new and (re)emerging racial, political, and socio-cultural discourse on identity related to
terrorism and identity politics. Specifically, the collection examines South Asian American identities
to understand culture, policy making, and the implicit gendered racialization, sexualization, and
socio-economic classification of minority identities within the discourse of globalization. The essays
included here relocate the discourse of race and cultural studies to an examination of transnational
labor diasporas, reopen debate on critical constructions of U.S. racial and cultural formations, and
question the reconfiguration of gendered and sexualized discourses of the South Asian diaspora
within the context of national security and terrorism. This book provides a multifaceted account of
South Asian racialization and belonging by drawing from disciplines across the humanities and the



social sciences. The scholars included here employ methods of ethnographic studies as well as
literary, culture, film, and feminist analysis to examine a wide range of South Asian cultural sites:
novels, short stories, cultural texts, documentaries, and sports. The rich intellectual, theoretical,
methodological, and narrative tapestry of South Asians that emerges from this inquiry enables us to
trace new patterns of South Asian cultural consumption post-9/11 as well as expand notions and
histories of “terror.” This volume makes an important contribution to renewing scholarship in the
key areas of representations of race, labor, diaspora, class, and culture while implicating that there
needs to be a simultaneous and critical dialogue on the scope and reconnections within postcolonial
studies.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Remembering Air India Chandrima
Chakraborty, Amber Dean, Angela Failler, 2022-09-02 On June 23, 1985, the bombing of Air India
Flight 182 killed 329 people, most of them Canadians. Today this pivotal event in Canada’s history is
hazily remembered, yet certain interests have shaped how the tragedy is woven into public memory,
and even exploited to advance a strategic national narrative. Remembering Air India insists that we
“remember Air India otherwise.” This collection investigates the Air India bombing and its
implications for current debates about racism, terrorism, and citizenship. Drawing together
academic analysis, testimony, visual arts, and creative writing, this innovative volume tenders a new
public record of the bombing, one that shows how important creative responses are for deepening
our understanding of the event and its aftermath. Contributions by: Cassel Busse, Chandrima
Chakraborty, Amber Dean, Rita Kaur Dhamoon, Angela Failler, Teresa Hubel, Suvir Kaul, Elan
Marchinko, Eisha Marjara, Bharati Mukherjee, Lata Pada, Uma Parameswaran, Sherene H. Razack,
Renée Sarojini Saklikar, Maya Seshia, Karen Sharma, Deon Venter, Padma Viswanathan

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Migrant Voices in Literatures in English
Anu Shukla, 2006 Papers presented at the Second World Conference of World Association for
Studies in Literatures in English, held at Nagpur in January 2004.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: The Norton Introduction to Literature Kelly
J Mays, 2015-10-08 The Norton Introduction to Literature presents an engaging, balanced selection
of literature to suit any course. Offering a thorough treatment of historical and critical context, the
most comprehensive media package available, and a rich suite of tools to encourage close reading
and thoughtful writing, the Shorter Twelfth Edition is unparalleled in its guidance of understanding,
analyzing, and writing about literature.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: The Norton Introduction to Literature
Shorter Mays, Kelly J., 2021-12-01 The Norton Introduction to Literature?offers the trusted writing
and reading guidance students need, along with an exciting mix of the stories, poems, and plays
instructors want. The Shorter Fourteenth Edition is the most inclusive ever, with more contemporary
and timely works sure to engage todayOs students. New media-rich pedagogical tools further foster
close reading and careful writing, making this book the best choice for helping all students
understand, analyze, and write about literature.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Utopia and Terror in Contemporary
American Fiction Judie Newman, 2014-07-17 This book examines the quest for/failure of Utopia
across a range of contemporary American/transnational fictions in relation to terror and
globalization through authors such as Susan Choi, André Dubus, Dalia Sofer, and John Updike. While
recent critical thinkers have reengaged with Utopia, the possibility of terror — whether state or
non-state, external or homegrown — shadows Utopian imaginings. Terror and Utopia are linked in
fiction through the exploration of the commodification of affect, a phenomenon of a globalized world
in which feelings are managed, homogenized across cultures, exaggerated, or expunged according
to a dominant model. Narrative approaches to the terrorist offer a means to investigate the ways in
which fiction can resist commodification of affect, and maintain a reasoned but imaginative vision of
possibilities for human community. Newman explores topics such as the first American bestseller
with a Muslim protagonist, the links between writer and terrorist, the work of Iranian-Jewish
Americans, and the relation of race and religion to Utopian thought.




the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Irish Studies in Brazil Munira H. Mutran,
Laura P. Z. Izarra, 2005

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Reading Practices, Postcolonial Literature,
and Cultural Mediation in the Classroom Ingrid Johnston, Jyoti Mangat, 2012-03-24 In this book,
Johnston and Mangat consider ways in which particular postcolonial and multicultural literary texts
are able to provide a space of cultural mediation for readers from various backgrounds. The studies
described in the five chapters of the book explore the spaces of convergence of identity, culture and
literature with students and teachers in high school contexts and undergraduates in university
settings. In each study, readers are responding to texts that are culturally distant from their own
literary and experiential histories. An objective of each study was to consider the nature of the
cultural locations of the reader and the text, and the interstitial spaces between these locations. The
book interrogates readers’ attempts to negotiate cultural difference in literary contexts and
questions how this negotiation requires reading practices traditionally ignored in North American
classrooms. The book will offer educators at the secondary and post-secondary levels rich material
to draw upon for a rethinking of the school curriculum and will be of interest to scholars of
postcolonial and literary studies.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Understanding Bharati Mukherjee Ruth
Maxey, 2019-09-06 2021 Choice Outstanding Academic Title Bharati Mukherjee was the first major
South Asian American writer and the first naturalized American citizen to win the National Book
Critics Circle Award. Born in Kolkata, India, she immigrated to the United States in 1961 and went
on to publish eight novels, two short story collections, two long works of nonfiction, and numerous
essays, book reviews, and newspaper articles. She was professor emerita in the Department of
English at the University of California, Berkeley, until her death in 2017. In Understanding Bharati
Mukherjee, Ruth Maxey discusses Mukherjee's influence on younger South Asian American women
writers, such as Jhumpa Lahiri and Chitra Divakaruni. Mukherjee's powerful writing also enjoyed
popular appeal, with some novels achieving best-seller status and international acclaim; her 1989
novel Jasmine was translated into multiple languages. One of the earliest writers to feature South
Asian Americans in literary form, Mukherjee reflected upon the influence of non-European
immigrants to the United States, following passage of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965,
which abolished the quota system. Her vision of a globalized, interconnected world has been
regarded as prophetic, and when Mukherjee died, diverse North American writers—Margaret
Atwood, Joyce Carol Oates, Russell Banks, Michael Ondaatje, Ann Beattie, Amy Tan, and Richard
Ford—came forward to praise her work and its importance. Understanding Bharati Mukherjee is the
first book to examine this pioneering author's complete oeuvre and to identify its legacy. Maxey
offers new insights into widely discussed texts and recuperates overlooked works, such as
Mukherjee's first and last published short stories, her neglected nonfiction, and her many essays.
Critically situating both well-known and under-discussed texts, this study analyzes the aesthetic and
ideological complexity of Mukherjee's writing, considering her sophisticated, erudite, multilayered
use of intertextuality, especially her debt to cinema. Maxey argues that understanding the range of
formal and stylistic strategies in play is crucial to grasping Mukherjee's work.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts Penny Colman,
1997-12-15 Drawing on extensive historical and anthropological research, personal accounts, and
interviews with people who work in the funeral industry, Penny Colman examines the compelling
subjects of death and burial across cultures and societies. The text, enriched with stories both
humorous and poignant, includes details about the decomposition and embalming processes (an
adult corpse buried six feet deep without a coffin will usually take five to ten years to turn into a
skeleton) and describes the various customs associated with containing remains (the Igala people in
Nigeria have a custom of burying people in as many as twenty-seven layers of clothing). Intriguing
facts are revealed at every turn; for example, in Madagascar winter was considered the
corpse-turning season. This comprehensive book also includes a list of burial sites of famous people,
images in the arts associated with death, fascinating epitaphs and gravestone carvings, a chronology



and a glossary, and over a hundred black-and-white photographs, most of which were taken by the
author. Penny Colman writes with compassion and intelligence and humanizes the difficult subjects
of death and burial. The result is a powerful look at an inevitable part of life--death.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Littératures Canadiennes Et Identités
Postcoloniales Marc Maufort, Franca Bellarsi, 2002 This volume offers challenging assessments of
the reconfigurations that have shaped Anglophone and Francophone Canadian literatures in the last
decades of the twentieth century. Focusing on the pursuit of an ever-elusive «Canadianness» in
literary texts, it documents the astonishing range of Canadian diasporic identities that have recently
emerged in the Canadian literary landscape. The contributors to this volume boldly transgress the
widely held critical assumptions of postcolonialism in their examination of the literary
representations of contemporary Canada's many «Others». Ce volume rassemble nombre d'analyses
innovatrices des reconfigurations qui ont caractérisé les littératures canadiennes anglophones et
francophones durant les dernieres décennies du vingtieme siecle. Tout en se concentrant sur la
queéte de l'insaisissable «Canadianité» en littérature, 1'ouvrage démontre 1'étonnante diversité des
identités diasporiques qui ont récemment émergé dans le paysage littéraire canadien. Les
contributeurs de ce volume transgressent audacieusement les certitudes généralement acquises du
postcolonialisme afin de mieux décrire les représentations littéraires des nombreux «Autres» du
Canada actuel.

the management of grief by bharati mukherjee: Dying and Death in Canada, Fourth
Edition Herbert C. Northcott, Donna M. Wilson, 2021-11-15 The fourth edition of Dying and Death
in Canada explores how the intensely personal experience of dying and death is shaped by society
and culture, with new discussions of MAID and COVID-19.
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