the ancient roman city john e stambaugh

The Ancient Roman City John E Stambaugh: Exploring History Through Scholarship

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh is a phrase that might initially puzzle many, yet it
points toward a fascinating intersection of classical archaeology and historical scholarship. John E.
Stambaugh was a renowned historian and expert on Roman history, whose extensive research shed
light on the intricacies of ancient Roman urban life and culture. While “the ancient Roman city John E
Stambaugh” is not a city itself, this phrase invites us to dive into the world of ancient Roman cities
through the insightful lens of Stambaugh’s work and contributions.

If you're passionate about the Roman Empire, ancient urban development, or the cultural fabric of
Rome, understanding the perspectives and findings of John E. Stambaugh can enhance your
appreciation for these remarkable ancient cities. Let’s explore what makes the study of Roman cities
so captivating and how Stambaugh’s scholarship helps us piece together their stories.

Understanding the Ancient Roman City Through John E.
Stambaugh’s Work

John E. Stambaugh was a distinguished scholar whose academic career focused on Roman history,
particularly the social and political aspects of Rome as a city and an empire. His work often
highlighted the complexities of urban life in ancient Rome, capturing how the city functioned not just
as a political capital but as a living, breathing entity shaped by its inhabitants.

The Urban Landscape of Ancient Rome

The ancient Roman city was a marvel of urban planning and architecture. From grand forums and
temples to bustling markets and residential neighborhoods, the city was a patchwork of spaces that
reflected the empire’s diversity and dynamism. Stambaugh’s research emphasized how these urban
spaces were more than physical locations—they were arenas of social interaction and political power.

One key aspect he explored was how public spaces like the Roman Forum served as centers for
commerce, politics, and religion. These multi-functional areas were crucial in maintaining the city’s
social fabric and played a role in shaping Roman identity. Understanding this helps us appreciate how
Roman cities were designed not only for efficiency but also for social cohesion.

Social Stratification and Urban Life

Another significant theme in Stambaugh’s work is the social hierarchy that permeated Roman cities.
The clear divisions between the wealthy elite and the lower classes influenced the city’s layout and
daily life. Wealthy patricians lived in spacious domus (houses), often decorated with elaborate
frescoes and mosaics, while the poorer plebeians resided in crowded insulae (apartment blocks).



Stambaugh analyzed how these social distinctions affected access to resources, public services, and
participation in civic life. For example, the wealthy had exclusive access to certain public amenities
and political offices, which reinforced their status. By studying these dynamics, Stambaugh provided a
more nuanced understanding of how Rome’s urban environment mirrored its social structure.

The Legacy of John E. Stambaugh in Roman Studies

John E. Stambaugh’s contributions go beyond just describing ancient cities. His work helps historians,
archaeologists, and enthusiasts understand the cultural and political significance of Rome’s urban
centers. His approach combined rigorous historical analysis with a deep appreciation for the lived
experiences of Roman citizens.

Integrating Archaeology and History

One of the strengths of Stambaugh’s scholarship was his ability to integrate archaeological evidence
with historical texts. Ancient cities like Rome have left behind a wealth of physical remains—from
monumental buildings to everyday artifacts—that tell stories complementary to written records.
Stambaugh’s interdisciplinary approach allowed for a more comprehensive reconstruction of Roman
urban life.

For example, excavations of Roman neighborhoods and public spaces revealed details about
construction techniques, urban infrastructure such as aqueducts and sewage systems, and the
distribution of commercial versus residential areas. When combined with ancient literary sources,
these findings helped Stambaugh and others paint a vivid picture of how the city evolved over time.

Influence on Modern Understanding of Roman Urbanism

Thanks to scholars like Stambaugh, modern readers and researchers have a richer understanding of
how ancient Roman cities operated. His work has influenced textbooks and academic discussions,
shaping how Roman urbanism is taught and studied today.

For students of history or archaeology, engaging with Stambaugh’s insights can illuminate the
complexities behind the rise and fall of Roman cities, the daily lives of their inhabitants, and the
broader role of urban centers in the Roman Empire’s success.

Exploring Roman Cities: Insights Inspired by John E.
Stambaugh

Taking inspiration from Stambaugh’s work, anyone interested in ancient Roman cities can explore
several fascinating aspects that bring these historic spaces to life.



Key Features of Ancient Roman Cities

- **Forum and Public Spaces:** The heart of political and social life.

- *»*Temples and Religious Sites:** Reflecting Rome’s rich spiritual traditions.

- *Road Networks:** Facilitating trade and military movement.

- *Aqueducts and Sanitation:** Innovations that supported large populations.

- ¥**Residential Areas:** Ranging from luxurious villas to crowded apartment buildings.
- **Markets and Workshops:** Centers of economic activity.

Understanding these elements helps create a mental map of what life in an ancient Roman city might
have felt like, from the hustle of daily commerce to the grandeur of imperial ceremonies.

Tips for Learning About Ancient Roman Urban Life

- **Visit Museums and Archaeological Sites:** Many cities worldwide house Roman artifacts or ruins
that offer tangible connections to the past.

- **Read Works by John E. Stambaugh:** His books and articles provide detailed analyses that are
accessible to both scholars and enthusiasts.

- **Explore Virtual Reconstructions:** Digital models of Rome and other cities provide immersive ways
to experience their layout and architecture.

- ¥**Study Comparative Urbanism:** Looking at other ancient cities can highlight what made Roman
urban centers unique.

Why the Study of Ancient Roman Cities Still Matters

The fascination with ancient Roman cities continues because they were foundational in shaping
modern urban life. Concepts such as city planning, public infrastructure, and civic administration have
roots in Roman innovations. Through scholars like John E. Stambaugh, we gain not only historical
knowledge but also insights into the enduring legacy of these ancient urban centers.

Studying the ancient Roman city through Stambaugh’s perspective allows us to appreciate the
complexity and sophistication of Roman civilization. It reminds us that cities are more than just
buildings—they are reflections of the values, struggles, and achievements of the people who built
them. This understanding enriches our view of history and deepens our connection to the past.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was John E. Stambaugh in relation to ancient Roman
studies?

John E. Stambaugh was a prominent scholar and historian specializing in the study of ancient Rome,
particularly known for his work on Roman religion and society.



What contributions did John E. Stambaugh make to the
understanding of ancient Roman cities?

John E. Stambaugh contributed significantly through his research and publications that explored the
religious, social, and political aspects of ancient Roman urban life.

Is there an ancient Roman city named after John E.
Stambaugh?

No, there is no ancient Roman city named after John E. Stambaugh; he is a modern scholar, not an
ancient figure.

What are some key works by John E. Stambaugh related to
ancient Rome?

One of John E. Stambaugh's key works is 'The Ancient Roman City," which examines the political and
religious structures of Roman urban centers.

How does John E. Stambaugh's research help us understand
ancient Roman urban planning?

Stambaugh's research sheds light on how religion and politics influenced the layout and development
of Roman cities, highlighting the integration of temples and public spaces.

Did John E. Stambaugh focus on a specific ancient Roman city
in his studies?

His studies generally focused on ancient Roman cities as a whole rather than a single city, providing
broader insights into Roman urbanism.

What role did religion play in ancient Roman cities according
to John E. Stambaugh?

According to Stambaugh, religion was central to public and political life in Roman cities, with temples
and religious rituals deeply integrated into civic identity.

How can John E. Stambaugh's work aid students studying
ancient Rome?

His comprehensive analysis of Roman city life and religion offers valuable context and detailed
information that help students better understand Roman culture and urban development.

Are there any modern archaeological projects influenced by



John E. Stambaugh's research?

While Stambaugh was primarily a historian and classicist, his insights into Roman urbanism have
informed archaeological interpretations and approaches to studying ancient Roman cities.

Where can one find John E. Stambaugh's publications on
ancient Roman cities?

John E. Stambaugh's publications can be found in academic libraries, university collections, and
through scholarly publishers specializing in classical studies.

Additional Resources
The Ancient Roman City John E Stambaugh: A Scholarly Exploration

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh is not merely a phrase but a gateway into
understanding the intricate urban fabric, societal dynamics, and historical developments of Rome
during antiquity. John E. Stambaugh, a distinguished scholar of ancient Roman history, dedicated
much of his career to elucidating the complexities of Roman urbanism and provincial administration.
His work sheds light on how Roman cities functioned as microcosms of imperial power, cultural
exchange, and socio-political interaction. This article delves into the scholarly contributions of John E.
Stambaugh concerning ancient Roman cities, highlighting the features and significance of these urban
centers within the broader context of Roman civilization.

Understanding the Roman City through John E.
Stambaugh’s Lens

John E. Stambaugh’s analysis of the ancient Roman city transcends traditional archaeological
descriptions by integrating historical, political, and cultural perspectives. His approach underscores
that Roman cities were not uniform entities but varied significantly depending on their geographic
location, economic importance, and administrative role within the empire.

Stambaugh argued that the Roman city was a living organism, shaped by both imperial policies and
local traditions. This duality is essential to appreciating the diversity of urban experiences in the
ancient world. From Rome itself—the empire’s heart—to provincial cities in Gaul, Asia Minor, and
North Africa, the urban landscape reflected a fusion of Roman architectural ideals and indigenous
influences.

Urban Infrastructure and Architectural Features

One of the key aspects Stambaugh explored was the infrastructure that defined Roman cities. These
included forums, basilicas, aqueducts, amphitheaters, baths, and temples, which served both
practical and symbolic purposes. The forum, often regarded as the city’s nucleus, functioned as a
marketplace, political hub, and social gathering space. Stambaugh highlighted how the design of



these spaces facilitated civic engagement and reinforced Roman cultural identity.

Aqueducts, another hallmark of Roman urbanism, demonstrated advanced engineering and the
importance of public health and sanitation. The presence of extensive water supply systems in Roman
cities was unparalleled in the ancient world and contributed to urban growth and sustainability.

The Role of Civic Institutions and Local Governance

In addition to physical structures, Stambaugh emphasized the role of civic institutions in shaping the
ancient Roman city. Local magistrates, city councils (curiae), and guilds were pivotal in administering
municipal affairs, from public works to religious festivals. These institutions were often staffed by the
local elite, who used their positions to exert influence and maintain social order.

Stambaugh’s research into municipal laws and inscriptions revealed how Roman legal frameworks
were adapted locally to suit diverse populations. This adaptability was crucial for maintaining imperial
cohesion while allowing a degree of self-governance that accommodated regional identities.

The Socio-Economic Dynamics of Roman Urban Life

John E. Stambaugh’s scholarship also addressed the socio-economic underpinnings of Roman cities.
Urban centers were economic engines, facilitating trade, manufacturing, and agricultural distribution.
Markets bustled with goods ranging from local produce to exotic imports, reflecting the extensive
trade networks of the empire.

Trade and Commerce

Roman cities often developed near strategic locations such as river confluences, coastlines, or
crossroads to maximize commercial opportunities. Stambaugh noted that cities like Ostia, the port of
Rome, and Pompeii, with its vibrant marketplace, exemplify how commerce was integral to urban
prosperity.

Moreover, the presence of workshops, artisan quarters, and warehouses within the city limits
illustrated the diversification of urban economies. This economic vitality attracted migrants from rural
areas and other parts of the empire, creating a cosmopolitan populace.

Social Stratification and Urban Population

The population of Roman cities was socially stratified, ranging from wealthy patricians and
equestrians to freedmen, slaves, and the urban poor. Stambaugh’s analysis of residential patterns
revealed how neighborhoods often reflected these social divisions, with elite domus (houses) situated
near central civic spaces, while insulae (apartment blocks) housed the lower classes.

Public amenities such as baths and theaters were spaces where different social groups could



intermingle, albeit within the boundaries imposed by social hierarchies. This complexity challenges
simplistic notions of ancient cities as either strictly segregated or entirely integrated.

Comparative Perspectives: Roman Cities and Their
Provincial Counterparts

Stambaugh’s comparative approach is particularly insightful in understanding how Roman cities
adapted to local conditions while maintaining imperial characteristics. Cities in the western provinces
often showed distinct architectural styles and urban plans influenced by pre-Roman traditions,
whereas eastern cities retained elements of Hellenistic urbanism.

Provincial Urbanism and Romanization

The process of Romanization, whereby local elites adopted Roman customs, language, and
governance, was uneven and negotiated. Stambaugh’s studies emphasized that cities served as focal
points for this cultural negotiation. In some instances, local religious practices were incorporated into
Roman cults, helping to legitimize Roman authority while preserving indigenous identities.

This hybridity is evident in epigraphic evidence, where Latin inscriptions coexist with local languages,
and in the architectural blending of Roman and native motifs.

Challenges and Limitations of Roman Urban Development

Despite their grandeur, Roman cities faced several challenges. Urban overcrowding, sanitation issues,
and periodic outbreaks of disease were persistent problems. Stambaugh pointed out that while
aqueducts and sewers improved public health, these systems were often insufficient for rapidly
growing populations.

Economic fluctuations and political instability could also impact urban development, leading to
periods of decline or transformation. The shifting fortunes of cities like Carthage and Alexandria
illustrate the vulnerability of urban centers to external and internal pressures.

Legacy and Modern Relevance of Stambaugh’s Work

John E. Stambaugh’s contributions offer invaluable insights into the ancient Roman city as a complex,
multifaceted entity. His interdisciplinary methodology—combining archaeology, history, and
epigraphy—provides a nuanced picture that continues to influence contemporary scholarship.

For modern researchers and enthusiasts of Roman history, understanding the ancient Roman city
through Stambaugh’s work enhances appreciation of urbanism’s role in shaping ancient societies. It
also invites reflection on how cities, ancient and modern alike, function as arenas of cultural
interaction, governance, and economic activity.



The study of Roman cities remains relevant today, offering lessons on urban planning, social
integration, and infrastructure development that resonate beyond antiquity. John E. Stambaugh’s
legacy endures as a beacon guiding this ongoing exploration into the heart of the ancient world.

The Ancient Roman City John E Stambaugh
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the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: The Ancient Roman City John E. Stambaugh,
1988-05 A synthesis of recent work in archaeology and social history, drawing on physical, literary,
and documentary sources.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Vergil's Empire Eve Adler, 2004-09-01 In
Vergil's Empire, Eve Adler offers an exciting new interpretation of the political thought of Vergil's
Aeneid. Adler argues that in this epic poem, Vergil presents the theoretical foundations of a new
political order, one that resolves the conflict between scientific enlightenment and ancestral religion
that permeated the ancient world. The work concentrates on Vergil's response to the physics,
psychology, and political implications of Lucretius' Epicurean doctrine expressed in De Rerum
Natura. Proceeding by a close analysis of the Aeneid, Adler examines Vergil's critique of Carthage as
a model of universal enlightenment, his positive doctrine of Rome as a model of universal religion,
and his criticism of the heroism of Achilles, Odysseus, and Epicurus in favor of the heroism of
Aeneas. Beautifully written and clearly argued, Vergil's Empire will be of great value to all
interested in the classical world.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Alexandria in Late Antiquity Christopher Haas,
2002-11-05 “A valuable and much needed contribution to the study of Alexandria and late antiquity”
which presents “a vivid and interesting portrait” (Classical Review). A Choice Magazine Outstanding
Academic Title Second only to Rome in the ancient world, Alexandria was home to many of late
antiquity’s most brilliant writers, philosophers, and theologians—among them Philo, Origen, Arius,
Athanasius, Hypatia, Cyril, and John Philoponus. Now, in Alexandria in Late Antiquity, Christopher
Haas places these figures within the physical and social context of Alexandria’s bustling urban
milieu. Haas explores the broad avenues and back alleys of Alexandria’s neighborhoods, its suburbs
and waterfront, and aspects of material culture that underlay Alexandrian social and intellectual life.
Moving between the city’s Jewish, pagan, and Christian blocs, he details the fiercely competitive
nature of Alexandrian social dynamics. In contrast to the notion that Alexandria’s diverse
communities coexisted peaceably, Haas finds that struggles for social dominance and cultural
hegemony often resulted in violence and bloodshed. Haas concludes that Alexandrian society
achieved a certain stability and reintegration—a process that resulted in the transformation of
Alexandrian civic identity during the crucial centuries between antiquity and the Middle Ages.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: The Egyptian Revival James Stevens Curl,
2013-04-03 In this beautifully illustrated and closely argued book, a completely updated and much
expanded third edition of his magisterial survey, Curl describes in lively and stimulating prose the
numerous revivals of the Egyptian style from Antiquity to the present day. Drawing on a wealth of
sources, his pioneering and definitive work analyzes the remarkable and persistent influence of
Ancient Egyptian culture on the West. The author deftly develops his argument that the civilization
of Ancient Egypt is central, rather than peripheral, to the development of much of Western
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architecture, art, design, and religion. Curl examines: the persistence of Egyptian motifs in design
from Graeco-Roman Antiquity, through the Medieval, Baroque, and Neo-Classical periods rise of
Egyptology in the nineteenth and twentieth-century manifestations of Egyptianisms prompted by the
discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb various aspects of Egyptianizing tendencies in the Art Deco style
and afterwards. For students of art, architectural and ancient history, and those interested in
western European culture generally, this book will be an inspiring and invaluable addition to the
available literature.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Old Age in the Roman World Tim G. Parkin,
2003-05-07 Noting that privileges granted to the aged generally took the form of exemptions from
duties rather than positive benefits, Tim Parkin argues that the elderly were granted no privileged
status or guaranteed social role. At the same time, they were permitted - and expected - to continue
to participate actively in society for as long as they were able.--BOOK JACKET.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Roman Literary Culture Elaine Fantham,
2013-07-18 This new edition broadens the scope of Fantham’s study of literary production and its
reception in Rome. Scholars of ancient literature have often focused on the works and lives of major
authors rather than on such questions as how these works were produced and who read them. In
Roman Literary Culture, Elaine Fantham fills that void by examining the changing social and
historical context of literary production in ancient Rome and its empire. Fantham'’s first edition
discussed the habits of Roman readers and developments in their means of access to literature, from
booksellers and copyists to pirated publications and libraries. She examines the issues of patronage
and the utility of literature and shows how the constraints of the physical object itself—the ancient
book—influenced the practice of both reading and writing. She also explores the ways in which
ancient criticism and critical attitudes reflected cultural assumptions of the time. In this second
edition, Fantham expands the scope of her study. In the new first chapter, she examines the
beginning of Roman literature—more than a century before the critical studies of Cicero and Varro.
She discusses broader entertainment culture, which consisted of live performances of comedy and
tragedy as well as oral presentations of the epic. A new final chapter looks at Pagan and Christian
literature from the third to fifth centuries, showing how this period in Roman literature reflected its
foundations in the literary culture of the late republic and Augustan age. This edition also includes a
new preface and an updated bibliography.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Mending Bodies, Saving Souls Guenter B. Risse,
1999-04-15 By chronicling the transformations of hospitals from houses of mercy to tools of
confinement, from dwellings of rehabilitation to spaces for clinical teaching and research, from
rooms for birthing and dying to institutions of science and technology, this book provides a historical
approach to understanding of today's hospitals. The story is told in a dozen episodes which illustrate
hospitals in particular times and places, covering important themes and developments in the history
of medicine and therapeutics, from ancient Greece to the era of AIDS. This book furnishes a unique
insight into the world of meanings and emotions associated with hospital life and patienthood by
including narratives by both patients and care givers. By conceiving of hospitals as houses of order
capable of taming the chaos associated with suffering, illness, and death, we can better understand
the significance of their ritualized routines and rules. From their beginnings, hospitals were places
of spiritual and physical recovery. They should continue to respond to all human needs. As
traditional testimonials to human empathy and benevolence, hospitals must endure as spaces of
healing.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Paul the Apostle to America Robert Jewett,
1994-01-01 Using a nontechnical presentation of recent research and a sometimes-whimsical
treatment of contemporary artifacts, Robert Jewett shows how Paul engages and challenges
American society in unexpected ways. He offers preliminary explorations of the relevance of Paul's
letters to the American scene and exploits the resources of scientific biblical research that allow
Paul's message to be clarified. Important trends in American culture, including popular
entertainment and books, are brought into interaction with freshly discovered aspects of Pauline



thought.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Ancient Jewish Diaspora René Bloch, 2022-09-19
In the Hellenistic period, Jews participated in the imagination of a cosmopolitan world and they
developed their own complex cultural forms. In this panoramic and multifaceted book, René Bloch
shows that the ancient Jewish diaspora is an integral part of what we understand as Hellenism and
argues that Jewish Hellenism epitomizes Hellenism at large. Relying on Greek, Latin and Hebrew
sources, the fifteen papers collected in this volume trace the evidence of ancient Jews through
meticulous studies of ruins, literature, myth and modern reception taking the reader on a journey
from Philo’s Alexandria to a Roman bust in a Copenhagen museum

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Pastplay Kevin Kee, 2014-03-10 A collection of
scholars and teachers of history unpack how computing technologies are transforming the ways that
we learn, communicate, and teach.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 4 Craig
S. Keener, 2015-10-06 Highly respected New Testament scholar Craig Keener is known for his
meticulous and comprehensive research. This commentary on Acts, his magnum opus, may be the
largest and most thoroughly documented Acts commentary ever written. Useful not only for the
study of Acts but also early Christianity, this work sets Acts in its first-century context. In this
volume, the last of four, Keener finishes his detailed exegesis of Acts, utilizing an unparalleled range
of ancient sources and offering a wealth of fresh insights. This magisterial commentary will be an
invaluable resource for New Testament professors and students, pastors, Acts scholars, and
libraries. The complete four-volume set is available at a special price.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 3 Craig
S. Keener, 2014-09-30 Highly respected New Testament scholar Craig Keener is known for his
meticulous and comprehensive research. This commentary on Acts, his magnum opus, may be the
largest and most thoroughly documented Acts commentary available. Useful not only for the study of
Acts but also early Christianity, this work sets Acts in its first-century context. In this volume, the
third of four, Keener continues his detailed exegesis of Acts, utilizing an unparalleled range of
ancient sources and offering a wealth of fresh insights. This magisterial commentary will be an
invaluable resource for New Testament professors and students, pastors, Acts scholars, and
libraries.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 2 Craig
S. Keener, 2013-10-15 Highly respected New Testament scholar Craig Keener is known for his
meticulous and comprehensive research. This commentary on Acts, his magnum opus, may be the
largest and most thoroughly documented Acts commentary available. Useful not only for the study of
Acts but also early Christianity, this work sets Acts in its first-century context. In this volume, the
second of four, Keener continues his detailed exegesis of Acts, utilizing an unparalleled range of
ancient sources and offering a wealth of fresh insights. This magisterial commentary will be an
invaluable resource for New Testament professors and students, pastors, Acts scholars, and
libraries.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Power and Place Gregory Stevenson, 2012-08-06
Archaeological, epigraphic, numismatic, and historical research is used to illuminate the meaning
and function of temples in both Jewish and Greco-Roman cultures. This evidence is then brought into
a dialogue with a literary analysis of how the temple functions as a symbol in Revelation.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Old Friends B.B. Taylor, 2011-01-26 Old Friends
is a collection of experiences with people, places, and things; some real, some imaginary? These
poems, short stories, and essays were years in the making and experiencing, yet can apply from
adolescence to the deep wisdom of great age and all betwixt the two. Between the covers youll find
contrasts between light and dark, kind and cruel, and insightful and blind as the author delves into
the challenges, changes, and acceptances of life. May you find insight and memories within your old
friends in these words.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Of Widows and Meals Reta Halteman Finger,



2007-05-27 Though community has become a common byword in the contemporary Western church,
the practice of communal sharing has effectively fallen by the wayside. Unfortunately, it is often the
poor who are left wanting because we no longer come together. Reta Halteman Finger finds a
solution to this modern problem by learning from the ancient Mediterranean Christian culture of
community. In the earliest Jerusalem church, in holding the responsibility for preparing and serving
communal meals, women were given a place of honor. With the table fellowship and goods sharing
of the early church, Luke says, there were no needy persons among them (Acts 4:34). Finger
thoroughly examines this agape-meal tradition, challenging traditional interpretations of the
community of goods in the Jerusalem church and proving that the communal sharing lasted for
hundreds of years longer than previously assumed. Of Widows and Meals begins a discussion of
need in community that can revolutionize the contemporary church's interaction with the world at
large.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Luke Was Not A Christian: Reading the Third
Gospel and Acts within Judaism Joshua Paul Smith, 2023-12-18 In this volume Joshua Paul Smith
challenges the long-held assumption that Luke and Acts were written by a gentile, arguing instead
that the author of these texts was educated and enculturated within a Second-Temple Jewish
context. Advancing from a consciously interdisciplinary perspective, Smith considers the question of
Lukan authorship from multiple fronts, including reception history and social memory theory,
literary criticism, and the emerging discipline of cognitive sociolinguistics. The result is an
alternative portrait of Luke the Evangelist, one who sees the mission to the gentiles not as a
supersession of Jewish law and tradition, but rather as a fulfillment and expansion of Israel’s own
salvation history.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: "The Poor, the Crippled, the Blind, and the Lame"
Louise A. Gosbell, 2018-08-03 The New Testament gospels feature numerous social exchanges
between Jesus and people with various physical and sensory disabilities. Despite this, traditional
biblical scholarship has not seen these people as agents in their own right but existing only to
highlight the actions of Jesus as a miracle worker. In this study, Louise A. Gosbell uses disability as a
lens through which to explore a number of these passages anew. Using the cultural model of
disability as the theoretical basis, she explores the way that the gospel writers, as with other writers
of the ancient world, used the language of disability as a means of understanding, organising, and
interpreting the experiences of humanity. Her investigation highlights the ways in which the gospel
writers reinforce and reflect, as well as subvert, culturally-driven constructions of disability in the
ancient world.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Resilient Faith Gerald L. Sittser, 2019-10-15 In
our Western, post-Christendom society, much of Christianity's cultural power, privilege, and
influence has eroded. But all is not lost, says bestselling author Gerald Sittser. Although the church
is concerned and sobered by this cultural shift, it is also curious and teachable. Sittser shows how
the early church offers wisdom for responding creatively to the West's increasing secularization. The
early Christian movement was surprisingly influential and successful in the Roman world, and so
different from its two main rivals--traditional religion and Judaism--that Rome identified it as a third
way. Early Christians immersed themselves in the empire without significant accommodation to or
isolation from the culture. They confessed Jesus as Lord and formed disciples accordingly, which
helped the church grow in numbers and influence. Sittser explores how Christians today can learn
from this third way and respond faithfully, creatively, and winsomely to a world that sees
Christianity as largely obsolete. Each chapter introduces historical figures, ancient texts, practices,
and institutions to explain and explore the third way of the Jesus movement, which, surprising
everyone, changed the world.

the ancient roman city john e stambaugh: Cicero Anthony Everitt, 2011-11-30 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢ “An excellent introduction to a critical period in the history of Rome. Cicero comes
across much as he must have lived: reflective, charming and rather vain.”—The Wall Street Journal
“All ages of the world have not produced a greater statesman and philosopher combined.”—]John




Adams He squared off against Caesar and was friends with young Brutus. He advised the legendary
Pompey on his botched transition from military hero to politician. He lambasted Mark Antony and
was master of the smear campaign, as feared for his wit as he was for his ruthless disputations.
Brilliant, voluble, cranky, a genius of political manipulation but also a true patriot and idealist,
Cicero was Rome’s most feared politician, one of the greatest lawyers and statesmen of all times. In
this dynamic and engaging biography, Anthony Everitt plunges us into the fascinating,
scandal-ridden world of ancient Rome in its most glorious heyday—when senators were endlessly
filibustering legislation and exposing one another’s sexual escapades to discredit the opposition.
Accessible to us through his legendary speeches but also through an unrivaled collection of
unguarded letters to his close friend Atticus, Cicero comes to life as a witty and cunning political
operator, the most eloquent and astute witness to the last days of Republican Rome. Praise for
Cicero “ [Everitt makes] his subject—brilliant, vain, principled, opportunistic and courageous—come
to life after two millennia.”—The Washington Post “ Gripping . . . Everitt combines a classical
education with practical expertise. . . . He writes fluidly.”—The New York Times “In the half-century
before the assassination of Julius Caesar . . . Rome endured a series of crises, assassinations,
factional bloodletting, civil wars and civil strife, including at one point government by gang war. This
period, when republican government slid into dictatorship, is one of history’s most fascinating, and
one learns a great deal about it in this excellent and very readable biography.”—The Plain Dealer
“Riveting . . . a clear-eyed biography . . . Cicero’s times . . . offer vivid lessons about the viciousness
that can pervade elected government.”—Chicago Tribune “Lively and dramatic . . . By the book’s
end, he’s managed to put enough flesh on Cicero’s old bones that you care when the agents of his
implacable enemy, Mark Antony, kill him.”—Los Angeles Times
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