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The History of the Doctrine of the Trinity

history of the doctrine of the trinity is a fascinating journey through early
Christian theology, philosophical debates, and church councils that shaped
one of Christianity’s most central and complex beliefs. The doctrine, which
articulates the nature of God as three persons in one essence-Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit—did not emerge fully formed but developed gradually over
several centuries. Exploring the historical context, theological challenges,
and key figures involved offers valuable insight into how this foundational
belief took shape.

Origins and Early Understandings

The roots of the history of the doctrine of the trinity can be traced back to
the New Testament itself, where references to the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit appear frequently. However, the scriptures do not explicitly define
the relationship between these three entities in the way later theology
would. Early Christians grappled with understanding Jesus’ divinity alongside
the monotheistic tradition inherited from Judaism.

New Testament Foundations

In passages such as the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19), Jesus instructs
baptism "in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
This triadic formula hints at a complex relationship between these three
divine persons. Additionally, the Gospel of John emphasizes Jesus’ divine
nature (“the Word was God”), laying groundwork for later theological
reflection.

Yet, early Christians were cautious. The challenge was honoring both the
oneness of God and the distinctiveness of Father, Son, and Spirit without
veering into polytheism or diminishing Christ’s divinity.

Jewish Monotheism and Hellenistic Influence

The history of the doctrine of the trinity cannot be fully understood without
considering the backdrop of Jewish monotheism, which strongly emphasized
God’s indivisible unity. Early Christians had to reconcile this with their
experience of Jesus as divine and the activity of the Holy Spirit.

Moreover, Hellenistic philosophy influenced early Christian thinkers,
especially concepts of substance, personhood, and essence. These ideas helped



theologians articulate complex doctrines in ways that could be reasoned about
within the intellectual climate of the Roman Empire.

Development Through Early Church Controversies

As Christianity spread, diverse interpretations about the nature of Christ
and the Godhead prompted heated debates, leading to the formal
crystallization of the doctrine.

Arian Controversy and Its Impact

Perhaps the most pivotal moment in the history of the doctrine of the trinity
was the Arian controversy in the early 4th century. Arius, a presbyter from
Alexandria, argued that the Son was a created being and therefore not co-
eternal or consubstantial with the Father. This implied a hierarchy within
the Godhead and challenged the equality of the Son with the Father.

This teaching gained significant traction, causing division across the
Christian world. The controversy forced the Church to clarify its
understanding of Christ’s divinity.

The Council of Nicaea (325 AD)

In response to the Arian crisis, Emperor Constantine convened the First
Council of Nicaea. Here, bishops from across the empire met to settle the
dispute. The council produced the Nicene Creed, which affirmed that the Son
is “begotten, not made, being of one substance (homoousios) with the Father.”
This was a decisive step in defending the full divinity of Jesus and laid the
groundwork for orthodox Trinitarian doctrine.

The creed’s use of “homoousios” was significant because it directly countered
Arian claims by asserting that Father and Son share the same divine essence.

Further Clarifications: The Council of
Constantinople (381 AD)

Despite Nicaea's decisions, debates continued, especially regarding the Holy
Spirit’'s status. The Council of Constantinople expanded the Nicene Creed,
explicitly affirming the divinity of the Holy Spirit as “the Lord, the giver
of life,” thus completing the Trinitarian formula as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit co-equal and co-eternal persons.

This council reinforced the understanding that the Trinity consists of three



distinct persons sharing one divine essence, a mystery that remains central
to Christian faith.

Key Theologians and Their Contributions

The history of the doctrine of the trinity is also marked by the intellectual
contributions of notable theologians who helped articulate and defend the
doctrine through careful reasoning and pastoral sensitivity.

Augustine of Hippo

Augustine’s work in the late 4th and early 5th centuries was instrumental in
shaping Western Trinitarian thought. In his book *De Trinitate* (On the
Trinity), Augustine explored the internal relationships of the three persons
using analogies drawn from human experience, such as memory, understanding,
and will.

He emphasized the unity of essence alongside the distinction of persons,
helping believers grasp the mystery without compromising monotheism.

The Cappadocian Fathers

Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa, and Gregory of Nazianzus—known
collectively as the Cappadocian Fathers—were crucial in developing the
language and conceptual framework of the Trinity. They clarified terms like
“person” (hypostasis) and “essence” (ousia) to explain how God could be
simultaneously one and three.

Their theological precision helped the Church combat lingering heresies and
solidify orthodox doctrine.

Challenges and Controversies Throughout History

Even after formal definitions, the history of the doctrine of the trinity
continued to involve debates and misunderstandings, reflecting the doctrine’s
profound complexity.

Medieval and Reformation Perspectives

During the Middle Ages, theologians like Thomas Aquinas further refined
Trinitarian theology by integrating Aristotelian philosophy. Aquinas



highlighted the relational distinctions within the Trinity while maintaining
divine simplicity.

The Protestant Reformation brought renewed focus on scriptural authority, but
most Reformers upheld traditional Trinitarian doctrine, viewing it as
essential to Christian orthodoxy.

Modern Interpretations and Ecumenical Dialogues

In modern times, scholars and denominations have revisited the doctrine,
sometimes questioning traditional formulations or seeking new ways to express
the mystery. Ecumenical dialogues between different Christian traditions
often emphasize common Trinitarian belief as a basis for unity.

Some contemporary theologians explore the social and relational aspects of
the Trinity, suggesting it as a model for human community and love.

Understanding the Doctrine Today

The history of the doctrine of the trinity reveals it as a dynamic, living
tradition rather than a static creed. It invites believers into a profound
mystery about God’s nature—one that is simultaneously simple and complex,
unified and diverse.

For those exploring the doctrine, appreciating this historical development
helps avoid common misunderstandings and opens the door to richer theological
reflection. Recognizing the careful thought and debate behind the doctrine
can also foster greater respect for its significance across Christian history
and practice.

Whether approached from a scholarly or devotional angle, the Trinity remains
a cornerstone of Christian identity, echoing the early Church’s efforts to
articulate the divine reality experienced by generations of believers.

The journey through the history of the doctrine of the trinity is not just an
academic exercise but a window into the faith, struggles, and hopes of the
Christian community through the ages. It shows how theology grows out of
lived experience and the quest to understand the nature of God in all His
mystery and glory.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the doctrine of the Trinity?

The doctrine of the Trinity is a central Christian belief that God exists as
three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—but is one being.

When did the doctrine of the Trinity first develop?

The doctrine of the Trinity began to develop in the early centuries of
Christianity, particularly during the 2nd to 4th centuries AD, as the church
sought to understand the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

Which early church councils were crucial in shaping
the doctrine of the Trinity?

The Councils of Nicaea (325 AD) and Constantinople (381 AD) were crucial in
defining the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity, affirming the divinity of the
Son and the Holy Spirit alongside the Father.

What was the Arian controversy and how did it
influence the Trinity doctrine?

The Arian controversy was a theological dispute in the 4th century where
Arius argued that the Son was created and not co-eternal with the Father.
This prompted the Council of Nicaea to affirm that the Son is 'of the same
substance' (homoousios) as the Father, shaping orthodox Trinitarian doctrine.

How did early Christian theologians contribute to
the development of the Trinity?

Early theologians like Tertullian, Athanasius, and Augustine contributed by

articulating the concept of three persons in one Godhead and defending this
against various heresies.

What role did the term 'homoousios' play in the
doctrine of the Trinity?

The term 'homoousios,' meaning 'of the same substance,' was adopted at the
Council of Nicaea to affirm that the Son shares the same divine essence as
the Father, a key concept in Trinitarian theology.

How did the doctrine of the Trinity address the
relationship between Jesus and God the Father?

The doctrine clarifies that Jesus (the Son) is fully divine and
consubstantial with the Father, meaning he is not a created being but
eternally God, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father.



What was the significance of the Nicene Creed in
Trinity doctrine?

The Nicene Creed, formulated at the Council of Nicaea, was significant
because it established the orthodox belief in the Trinity, specifically the
divinity of the Son and later the Holy Spirit, as foundational Christian
doctrine.

How did the understanding of the Holy Spirit evolve
in the history of the Trinity?

Initially less emphasized, the Holy Spirit's divinity and personhood were
affirmed at the Council of Constantinople in 381 AD, completing the formal
Trinitarian doctrine recognizing Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as one God in
three persons.

Why is the doctrine of the Trinity considered a
mystery in Christian theology?

The Trinity is considered a mystery because it transcends human reason and
comprehension, describing how God can be simultaneously one essence and three
distinct persons, a concept revealed through Scripture and tradition rather
than fully understood by human logic.

Additional Resources

The Evolution and Historical Foundations of the Doctrine of the Trinity

history of the doctrine of the trinity is a profound exploration into one of
Christianity’'s most complex and debated theological constructs. This
doctrine, which articulates the nature of God as three distinct
Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—united in one essence, has shaped
Christian thought, worship, and ecclesiastical identity for nearly two
millennia. Tracing the origins and development of this doctrine reveals not
only theological ingenuity but also the intricate interplay of biblical
interpretation, philosophical influence, and ecclesiastical politics.

Origins and Early Formulations

The roots of the doctrine of the Trinity are embedded in the New Testament,
though the term “Trinity” itself does not appear in the biblical texts. Early
Christian communities grappled with understanding Jesus Christ’s divine and
human nature, alongside the role of the Holy Spirit. Scriptural passages such
as the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19, which mentions baptizing “in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” provided



foundational language that hinted at a triune understanding of God.

However, the earliest Christian theologians did not instantaneously formulate
a fully developed doctrine. Instead, a range of interpretations emerged,
often influenced by Jewish monotheism and Hellenistic philosophy. The
challenge lay in affirming the divinity of Jesus and the Spirit without
compromising the oneness of God—a tension that would dominate early
theological debates.

The Apostolic Fathers and Proto-Trinitarian Thought

Writings from the Apostolic Fathers, such as Ignatius of Antioch and Justin
Martyr, reveal early attempts to articulate the relationship between the
Father, Son, and Spirit. Justin Martyr, for instance, described the Logos
(Word) as a divine agent through whom God created the world, thereby
elevating the Son’s status. Nevertheless, these explanations often lacked the
systematic cohesion that later formulations would achieve.

The early church’s priority was maintaining monotheism in the face of
polytheistic cultures. Thus, proto-Trinitarian ideas remained fluid and often
expressed in relational terms rather than ontological definitions.

Controversies and Councils: Defining Orthodoxy

The history of the doctrine of the Trinity is inseparable from the intense
theological controversies of the 3rd and 4th centuries. These disputes were
not merely academic but had profound implications for church unity and
imperial politics.

Arianism and the Council of Nicaea (325 AD)

One of the most significant challenges arose from Arianism, a theological
position advanced by Arius, a priest from Alexandria. Arius argued that the
Son was a created being and therefore not co-eternal or consubstantial with
the Father. This view threatened the emerging orthodox consensus by elevating
the Father’s supremacy in a way that diminished the Son’s divinity.

The First Council of Nicaea convened by Emperor Constantine was pivotal. The
Nicene Creed formulated at this council explicitly affirmed that the Son is
“begotten, not made, consubstantial (homoousios) with the Father.” This was a
critical step in the formalization of Trinitarian doctrine, anchoring the
unity and equality of the three Persons while preserving monotheism.



The Cappadocian Fathers and Theological Refinement

Following Nicaea, further refinement was necessary to address ongoing
disputes, particularly regarding the Holy Spirit’s divinity. The Cappadocian
Fathers—Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa, and Gregory of Nazianzus—played an
instrumental role in articulating a coherent Trinitarian theology. They
emphasized the distinct personhood of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, while
affirming their unity in essence.

Their work laid the groundwork for the doctrine’s acceptance at the Council
of Constantinople in 381 AD, which expanded the Nicene Creed to include a
fuller statement on the Holy Spirit, affirming the Spirit’s divinity and role
within the Godhead.

Philosophical Influences and Theological
Nuances

The development of the doctrine of the Trinity did not occur in isolation
from contemporary philosophical currents. Greek philosophical concepts, such
as substance (ousia) and person (hypostasis), were appropriated and redefined
within a Christian framework to articulate the mystery of one God in three
Persons.

This philosophical vocabulary enabled theologians to distinguish between the
“what” (essence) and the “who” (persons) of God. Such distinctions helped to
avoid accusations of modalism (the idea that God is one Person revealing
Himself in three modes) and tritheism (belief in three separate gods).

Eastern and Western Theological Perspectives

Over time, Eastern and Western Christianity developed nuanced differences in
their Trinitarian theology. The Eastern Church emphasized the monarchy of the
Father as the source (arché) within the Trinity, underscoring the relational
origins of the Son and the Spirit. Meanwhile, the Western Church,
particularly under Augustine of Hippo, focused on the psychological analogies
of the Trinity, using human experience (memory, understanding, will) as a
metaphor for the triune God.

Augustine’s “De Trinitate” remains one of the most influential theological
treatises, synthesizing scriptural exegesis with philosophical reflection.
His work shaped Western Christian doctrine profoundly and continues to inform
theological education.



Implications and Legacy of the Doctrine

The history of the doctrine of the Trinity is not only a historical inquiry
but also a window into the shaping of Christian identity and worship. The
doctrine has influenced liturgy, hymnody, and the theological language used
across denominations.

Contemporary Relevance and Challenges

Despite its centrality, the doctrine remains a source of debate and
divergence among various Christian traditions. Some modern groups reject the
orthodox Trinitarian formula, favoring Unitarian or modalist perspectives.
Additionally, interfaith dialogues often grapple with the complex monotheism
represented by the Trinity, which differs markedly from Jewish and Islamic
conceptions of God.

Nevertheless, the doctrine’s endurance attests to its theological depth and
capacity to express the Christian experience of God’s immanence and
transcendence.

Historical development: From scriptural hints to ecumenical councils.

Philosophical framework: Integration of Greek metaphysics.

Theological controversies: Addressing Arianism, Modalism, and Tritheism.

Ecclesiastical impact: Shaping creeds and denominational doctrines.

Modern perspectives: Ongoing theological and interfaith discussions.

The history of the doctrine of the Trinity thus reveals a dynamic interplay
between faith, reason, and tradition, reflecting Christianity’s efforts to
articulate the mystery of God’s nature in a manner both faithful to scripture
and intellectually coherent. Understanding this history enriches contemporary
appreciation of one of the most profound theological affirmations in
Christian thought.
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history of the doctrine of the trinity: A Brief History of the Doctrine of the Trinity in the Early
Church Franz Diinzl, 2007-10-30 Franz Diunzl gives an account of the formation of the doctrine of

the Trinity in a narrative based on contemporary sources: as he remarks in the preface, he wants to
describe the human struggle over the truth of the Christian image of God and as far as possible let
the early Christians speak for themselves. His main concern is to describe the dynamic of the
disputes over the theology of the Trinity in a vivid way which is easy to follow, pointing out the
foundations of the doctrine and the decisive shifts in its development. He tries to see the often bitter
discussion not as a barren dispute but as an evolutionary process in which the rivalry is a necessary
and positive factor in moving the debate forward. After an introduction to the problem, the book
describes the beginning of christology and the first models of the relationship between 'Father' and
'‘Son': it then describes the controversies leading up to the Council of Nicaea, which are discussed at
length, going on to show how Nicaea didn't settle the question and continuing the account up to the
Council of Constantinople in 381. It brings out the political influences which governed this second
stage of the discussion in an illuminating way. A survey and bibliography round the book off.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: The Triune God Edmund J. Fortman, 1999-02-23 OA
primary condition for fresh thinking on the Trinity is an accurate, objective account of past and
present thoughtO wrote one reviewer when The Triune God first appeared in 1972. OThis [is what]
Fortman has presented sensitively, accurately, and compactly.O The author sets out Oto trace the
historical development of Trinitarian doctrine from its written beginnings to its contemporary
status.O Thus he treats the biblical witness, the Council of Nicea, Augustine, the Middle Ages, and
the development of this doctrine from the fifteenth century to the present in the Protestant,
Orthodox, and Catholic traditions.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: History of the Origin of the Doctrine of the Trinity in the
Christian Church Hugh Hutton Stannus, 1899

history of the doctrine of the trinity: Prize essay ... History of the origin of the doctrine
of the Trinity in the Christian church. With an intr. and appendix by R. Spears Hugh Hutton
Stannus, 1882

history of the doctrine of the trinity: The Quest for the Trinity Stephen R. Holmes,
2012-10-03 Stephen Holmes tells the saga of the Christian doctrine of God, hoping to provide some
reflective distance on today's revival in Trinitarian studies. We witness the church's discovery of the
doctrine from Scripture, its crucial patristic developments, its medieval and Reformation continuity
and its fortunes since the advent of modernity.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: A History of the Origin of the Doctrine of the Trinity in
the Christian Church Hugh Stannus, 1882

history of the doctrine of the trinity: A History of the Origin of the Doctrine of the
Trinity in the Christian Church Hugh H. Stannus, R. Spears, 2017-06-23 Trieste Publishing has a
massive catalogue of classic book titles. Our aim is to provide readers with the highest quality
reproductions of fiction and non-fiction literature that has stood the test of time. The many
thousands of books in our collection have been sourced from libraries and private collections around
the world.The titles that Trieste Publishing has chosen to be part of the collection have been
scanned to simulate the original. Our readers see the books the same way that their first readers did
decades or a hundred or more years ago. Books from that period are often spoiled by imperfections
that did not exist in the original. Imperfections could be in the form of blurred text, photographs, or
missing pages. It is highly unlikely that this would occur with one of our books. Our extensive quality
control ensures that the readers of Trieste Publishing's books will be delighted with their purchase.
Our staff has thoroughly reviewed every page of all the books in the collection, repairing, or if
necessary, rejecting titles that are not of the highest quality. This process ensures that the reader of
one of Trieste Publishing's titles receives a volume that faithfully reproduces the original, and to the
maximum degree possible, gives them the experience of owning the original work.We pride
ourselves on not only creating a pathway to an extensive reservoir of books of the finest quality, but




also providing value to every one of our readers. Generally, Trieste books are purchased singly - on
demand, however they may also be purchased in bulk. Readers interested in bulk purchases are
invited to contact us directly to enquire about our tailored bulk rates.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: History and the Triune God Jurgen Moltmann, 1991 This
new book takes forward Professor Moltmann's thought on the Trinity during the 1980s, following the
publication of his classic study "The Trinity and the Kingdom of God'. It begins with a survey of the
doctrine of the Trinity today, which sees the main issues as being the social doctrine of the Trinity,
gender and the Trinity, and the Trinity and the cross, and ends with a fascinating retrospect, 'my
theological career'.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: The History & Development of the Doctrine of the
Trinity Steven N Gill, 2022-02-12 The History & Development of the Doctrine of the Trinity is an
examination of seven centuries of religious thought that contributed to the formation of one of the
most ubiquitous theologies in the world.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: History of the Origin of the Doctrine of the Trinity in the
Christian Church Hugh Hutton Stannus, 1883

history of the doctrine of the trinity: HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE
TRINITY IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH HUGH H. STANNUS, 2018

history of the doctrine of the trinity: A History of the Origin of the Doctrine of the
Trinity in the Christian Church Hugh H. Stannus, 2016-10-18 Excerpt from A History of the
Origin of the Doctrine of the Trinity in the Christian Church: With an Introduction and Appendix
There is an increasing belief that the creeds, generally accepted among the Churches, differ very
widely from the statements of the Sacred Volume, and from the doctrines which were common in the
first period of the Christian Church. On no question is this more striking than on that which refers to
the Unity of God. While there is not the slightest hint in the Old Testament or the New of a plurality
Of persons in the Godhead, the doctrine of a Triune deity is spoken of at the present time, and has
been for ages, as a fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: Trinity Guide to the Trinity William J. La Due,
2003-01-01 Provides a brief and comprehensive introduction to the mystery of the Trinity, tracing
the evolution of the doctrine from its Old Testament roots to its contemporary expressions. Original.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: A History of the Origin of the Doctrine of the Trinity in
the Christian Church Hugh Hutton Stannus, 2023-07-18 Hugh Hutton Stannus delves into the
history of the Christian Church and its development of the doctrine of the Trinity. This detailed
exploration sheds new light on the origin and evolution of this key tenet of Christian theology. This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: HIST OF THE ORIGIN OF THE DOCT Hugh Hutton
1840-1908 Stannus, 2016-08-26 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will



see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: A History of the Origin of the Doctrine of the Trinity in
the Christian Church Hugh H. Stannus, R. Spears, 2017-08-29

history of the doctrine of the trinity: The Holy Trinity: Understanding God's Life Stephen
R Holmes, 2011-09-01 Stephen Holmes offers the reader a clear and thorough examination of the
doctrine of Testament to the present day. Taking the late twentieth century revival of the doctrine of
the Trinity as a context, doctrine from the biblical text to the present day. The book traces the
exegetical and philosophical debates that led to the settling of the ecumenical doctrine of the Trinity
in the fourth century, and then explores how this doctrine was developed, questioned and received
throughout history.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: Revelation, Redemption, and Response Philip
Walker Butin, 1995-02-23 How does John Calvin understand and depict the relationship of God with
humanity? Until this study, the most influential readings of Calvin have tended to assume a
dialectical divine-human opposition as fundamental to his thought. In this fresh consideration of
Calvin's Christian vision his consistent and pervasive appeal to the Trinity in understanding the
divine-human relationship is delineated and imaginatively rendered. Tracing the trinitarian theme in
its many dimensions throughout the reformer's work, Philip Butin offers a revised look at the vital
role of the Trinity in Calvin's thought, in the process recovering Calvin as a significant historical
source for contemporary trinitarian theological reflection.

history of the doctrine of the trinity: The Ancient Church: Its History, Doctrine, Worship, and
Constitution, Traced for the First Three Hundred Years William Dool Killen, 1859

history of the doctrine of the trinity: Christian Understandings of the Trinity Veli-Matti
Karkkainen, 2017-06-15 In this creative approach to the doctrine of the Trinity, author Veli-Matti
Karkkainen focuses on keeping a dynamic balance between the intellectual-doctrinal and
spiritual-charismatic approaches as parallel avenues towards theological understanding. His
narrative approach draws on direct quotations from key historical theologians to increase
appreciation of their theological wisdom and to encourage students to “dig further into this rich
spiritual wellspring.” Throughout the two-thousand year span of Christian history, believers in Jesus
have sought to articulate their faith and their understanding of how God works in the world. How do
we, as we examine the vast and varied output of those who came before us, understand the unity
and the diversity of their thinking? How do we make sense of our own thought in light of theirs? The
Christian Understandings series is an exciting new series that seeks to illuminate precisely these
questions. The short, concise volumes in the Christian Understandings series orient and ‘fill in the
gaps’ for readers as they dive into the exciting and stimulating story of Christian thought.
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