
how long do elephants live
How Long Do Elephants Live? Exploring the Lifespan of These Majestic Giants

how long do elephants live is a question that has fascinated wildlife
enthusiasts, researchers, and nature lovers alike. Elephants, known for their
intelligence, social complexity, and impressive size, have captivated human
interest for centuries. Understanding their lifespan not only sheds light on
their biology but also helps in conservation efforts to protect these gentle
giants. So, let's embark on a journey to discover the life expectancy of
elephants, what influences their longevity, and how their lifespan compares
in the wild versus captivity.

Understanding Elephant Lifespan: The Basics

When people ask how long do elephants live, the answer isn't always
straightforward. The lifespan of an elephant can vary significantly depending
on the species, environmental conditions, and whether the elephant lives in
the wild or under human care. On average, elephants typically live between 60
to 70 years. However, some individuals have been known to live even longer
under ideal circumstances.

Different Species, Different Lifespans

There are primarily two well-known species of elephants: the African elephant
and the Asian elephant. Each species has unique characteristics that can
influence their lifespan.

- **African Elephants:** These are the largest land animals on Earth. African
elephants generally live around 60 to 70 years in the wild. Their robust
health and adaptability to varied environments contribute to their relatively
long lives.
- **Asian Elephants:** Slightly smaller than their African cousins, Asian
elephants tend to have a lifespan of 48 to 60 years in the wild. Factors such
as habitat loss and human-elephant conflict have impacted their longevity.

In addition to these, there are forest elephants, a subspecies of the African
elephant, which often face different environmental pressures affecting their
lifespan.

Factors Affecting How Long Elephants Live

Elephant longevity isn't just a matter of genetics—it is deeply intertwined



with their habitat, diet, social structures, and threats they face over their
lifetime.

Natural Challenges in the Wild

Living in the wild exposes elephants to a host of challenges that can shorten
their lifespan:

- **Predation:** Although adult elephants have few natural predators due to
their size, young calves are vulnerable to lions, hyenas, and crocodiles.
- **Disease:** Elephants can suffer from various diseases and parasites,
which, if untreated, can reduce their life expectancy.
- **Food and Water Availability:** Elephants require large amounts of food
and water daily. Droughts and habitat degradation can stress populations,
leading to malnutrition and reduced lifespan.
- **Human Activities:** Poaching for ivory, habitat destruction, and
conflicts with farmers dramatically affect elephant survival rates.

Life in Captivity vs. The Wild

One might think elephants in zoos or sanctuaries live longer due to medical
care and regular food supply. However, the reality is nuanced.

- **Captive Elephants:** In captivity, elephants often receive veterinary
care and balanced nutrition, which can help them avoid certain diseases and
injuries. On the downside, limited space, lack of natural social behaviors,
and stress can negatively impact their health, sometimes leading to a shorter
lifespan compared to wild counterparts.
- **Wild Elephants:** Despite facing natural threats, wild elephants benefit
from their natural social structures and freedom to roam, which contributes
positively to their mental and physical well-being.

Recent studies suggest that, while some captive elephants may live longer due
to controlled conditions, many do not reach the natural lifespan typically
observed in wild populations.

Elephants’ Unique Aging Process

Elephants exhibit fascinating aging characteristics that can provide insights
into their longevity.

Physical Signs of Aging



As elephants age, they show certain changes similar to humans:

- **Wrinkled Skin:** Their skin becomes more wrinkled and looser.
- **Tooth Wear:** Elephants have a unique tooth replacement process where
they go through six sets of molars in their lifetime. Once the last set wears
out, they can no longer chew food effectively, which often leads to
starvation.
- **Tusks:** Older elephants may have worn or broken tusks, which can affect
their ability to forage.

Social Roles of Older Elephants

An elephant's age often correlates with its social status. Older matriarchs
lead family groups, using their experience to find water, food, and protect
their herd. This leadership role is crucial for herd survival, and the loss
of older elephants can disrupt the social fabric of elephant groups.

Conservation and Lifespan: Why It Matters

Understanding how long do elephants live is more than a biological
curiosity—it has real implications for conservation efforts.

Population Dynamics and Longevity

Elephants have a slow reproductive rate; females typically give birth every
four to six years. This slow reproduction means that high adult mortality can
severely impact population stability. Longer lifespans allow elephants more
reproductive opportunities, helping maintain healthy population levels.

Protecting Habitats for a Longer Life

Conservationists emphasize protecting natural habitats because elephants rely
on vast areas for food and migration. Preserving these environments supports
healthier, longer lives for elephants by reducing stress and human conflict.

Anti-Poaching Efforts

Illegal poaching drastically reduces elephant populations and alters
demographic structures. By curbing poaching, elephants can live out their
natural lifespan, which is vital for maintaining genetic diversity and
ecosystem balance.



Comparing Elephant Lifespan with Other Large
Mammals

Putting elephant longevity into perspective can be enlightening.

- **Whales:** Some whale species can live over 200 years, far surpassing
elephants.
- **Rhinos:** Rhinos generally live 35 to 50 years, shorter than elephants.
- **Giraffes:** These tall mammals live about 25 years in the wild.

Elephants rank among the longest-lived land mammals, highlighting their
evolutionary success and the need for careful stewardship.

Tips for Observing Elephant Lifespan in the Wild

If you’re lucky enough to observe elephants in their natural habitat,
consider these tips to appreciate their lifespan and behavior better:

- **Observe Social Interactions:** Older elephants often lead and protect the
herd.
- **Notice Physical Characteristics:** Look for signs of aging like worn
tusks or skin texture.
- **Respect Their Space:** Stress can shorten an elephant’s life; maintain a
safe and respectful distance.

Every encounter with these majestic creatures offers a glimpse into a complex
life shaped by their impressive longevity.

Elephants, with their remarkable lifespans, continue to inspire awe and
respect. Understanding how long do elephants live not only satisfies our
curiosity but also reminds us of the responsibility we share in preserving
their future. Their long lives tell stories of resilience, family bonds, and
the delicate balance of nature—a testament to the enduring spirit of the
animal kingdom.

Frequently Asked Questions

How long do elephants typically live in the wild?
Elephants typically live between 60 to 70 years in the wild.

Do African elephants live longer than Asian



elephants?
Yes, African elephants generally live slightly longer than Asian elephants,
with lifespans up to 70 years compared to around 60 years for Asian
elephants.

What factors influence the lifespan of elephants?
Factors influencing elephant lifespan include habitat quality, availability
of food and water, human activities, poaching, and disease.

How long do elephants live in captivity compared to
the wild?
Elephants in captivity often live shorter lives than those in the wild,
usually around 40 to 50 years, due to stress, limited space, and health
issues.

At what age do elephants reach maturity?
Elephants typically reach maturity around 10 to 15 years of age.

Can elephants live beyond 70 years?
While rare, some elephants have been documented living beyond 70 years,
especially in protected environments.

How does poaching affect the lifespan of elephants?
Poaching significantly reduces elephant lifespans by killing individuals
prematurely and disrupting social groups.

Do female elephants live longer than males?
Yes, female elephants generally live longer than males, as males often have
riskier behaviors and face more competition.

What is the oldest recorded age of an elephant?
The oldest recorded elephant was believed to be over 80 years old, although
exact ages can be difficult to confirm.

Additional Resources
**How Long Do Elephants Live: An In-Depth Exploration of Elephant Longevity**

how long do elephants live is a question that has intrigued scientists,



wildlife enthusiasts, and conservationists alike for decades. Understanding
the lifespan of elephants is not merely a matter of curiosity; it offers
critical insights into their biology, social structures, and the challenges
they face in the wild and captivity. Elephants, as some of the largest and
most intelligent land mammals, exhibit unique life history traits that
influence their longevity. This article delves into the factors affecting
elephant lifespan, differences among species, and the implications of their
longevity for conservation efforts.

Understanding Elephant Lifespan: Species and
Environmental Influences

Elephants belong to the family Elephantidae, which includes three extant
species: the African bush elephant (Loxodonta africana), the African forest
elephant (Loxodonta cyclotis), and the Asian elephant (Elephas maximus). Each
species has distinctive ecological adaptations, which also affect their
expected lifespan.

On average, elephants in the wild can live between 60 to 70 years, although
this varies considerably based on species and environmental conditions.
African bush elephants typically have a lifespan closer to 60-70 years, while
Asian elephants tend to have slightly shorter lifespans, often ranging from
48 to 60 years. Forest elephants, due to their elusive habitat, are less
studied but are believed to have lifespans comparable to their savannah
counterparts.

Factors Influencing Lifespan in the Wild

Several key elements determine how long elephants live in natural habitats:

Predation and Poaching: While adult elephants have few natural predators
due to their size, calves are vulnerable to large carnivores. However,
human-induced threats such as poaching significantly reduce average
lifespans, especially in areas with intense illegal ivory trade.

Habitat Quality: Access to sufficient food, water, and space directly
impacts health and longevity. Habitat degradation and fragmentation
force elephants into suboptimal environments, shortening their expected
life.

Social Structure: Elephants are highly social creatures. The presence of
matriarchs and stable herds contributes to better survival rates among
individuals, especially the young and elderly.

Diseases and Parasites: Like all wild animals, elephants face health



challenges from parasites and diseases, which can be exacerbated by
stress and nutritional deficits.

Elephants in Captivity: Does Life Expectancy
Change?

One of the prevailing assumptions is that elephants in captivity may live
longer due to regular veterinary care, steady food supply, and protection
from predators. However, research indicates that captivity can have complex
effects on their longevity.

Asian and African elephants in zoos or sanctuaries often face different
stressors compared to their wild counterparts. While they avoid dangers like
poaching and starvation, captivity can impose psychological stress, limited
physical activity, and exposure to diseases uncommon in the wild.

Studies have shown that captive elephants often have shorter lifespans than
wild elephants, sometimes living only 40 to 50 years on average. Factors such
as obesity, joint problems due to hard surfaces, and lack of natural social
structures contribute to this discrepancy. However, some well-managed
conservation programs and sanctuaries have reported elephants living into
their 60s and beyond, suggesting that with proper care, captivity does not
necessarily preclude a normal lifespan.

Comparing Lifespans Across Species and Environments

To contextualize elephant longevity, it is useful to compare their lifespan
with other large mammals:

Rhinos: Typically live 40-50 years in the wild.

Hippopotamuses: Around 40-50 years.

Whales (e.g., Blue Whales): Can live 70-90 years, some species even
longer.

Elephants thus rank among the longer-lived terrestrial mammals, which aligns
with their slow reproductive rates and complex social behaviors.



Biological and Evolutionary Aspects of Elephant
Longevity

Elephants, as K-selected species, invest heavily in offspring survival and
develop slowly compared to r-selected species. This slow maturation—calves
depend on their mothers for several years—and long gestation periods (around
22 months for elephants) reflect evolutionary strategies that correlate with
longer lifespans.

Physiological Factors Affecting Longevity

Several biological traits underpin elephant longevity:

Large Body Size: Larger mammals tend to have longer lifespans, partly
due to slower metabolism and reduced predation risk.

Low Reproductive Rate: Elephants reproduce infrequently, with long
intervals between births. This reproductive strategy favors longevity to
ensure sufficient time for offspring to mature.

Robust Immune System: Elephants have evolved strong immune responses,
which help them resist many diseases.

Genetic Factors: Recent studies have explored genetic markers linked to
aging and cancer resistance in elephants, such as multiple copies of the
tumor suppressor gene TP53, which may contribute to their extended
lifespans.

Social Dynamics and Their Impact on Lifespan

Elephants’ complex social structures have profound effects on individual and
group survival. The role of the matriarch is crucial; older females lead
herds and provide knowledge vital for locating resources and avoiding
threats. Loss of older elephants can destabilize groups, potentially reducing
survival rates for younger members.

Furthermore, social bonds reduce stress and promote cooperative behaviors,
which can enhance health and longevity. Disruption of these bonds, whether
through poaching or habitat loss, can indirectly shorten elephant lifespan.



Conservation Implications: Why Understanding
Elephant Lifespan Matters

Knowing how long elephants live in different contexts is essential for
effective conservation planning. Since elephants have long generation times,
population recovery from declines can be slow. This makes them particularly
vulnerable to rapid environmental changes and human pressures.

Conservation strategies must consider:

Protecting Older Elephants: Mature elephants play key roles in herd
stability and knowledge transfer.

Habitat Preservation: Ensuring that elephants have access to sufficient
resources supports natural lifespans.

Anti-Poaching Measures: Reducing illegal killings helps maintain
population age structure and longevity.

Improving Captive Care: Enhancing captive environments to mimic natural
conditions can improve welfare and lifespan.

The longevity of elephants also has cultural and ecological significance, as
their presence shapes ecosystems over decades. Appreciating the timelines
over which elephants live and reproduce underscores the urgency of protecting
these majestic animals for future generations.

In summary, how long do elephants live is a multifaceted question, influenced
by species differences, environmental factors, biological traits, and human
impacts. While wild elephants can live up to 70 years or more under optimal
conditions, threats such as poaching and habitat loss continue to curtail
their natural lifespan. Advancements in conservation and improved
understanding of their life history are crucial in ensuring these giants
endure well into the centuries ahead.
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long-lived animal species—from thousand-year-old tubeworms to 400-year-old sharks—and what they
might teach us about human health and longevity. Opossums in the wild don’t make it to the age of
three; our pet cats can live for a decade and a half; cicadas live for seventeen years (spending most
of them underground). Whales, however, can live for two centuries and tubeworms for several
millennia. Meanwhile, human life expectancy tops out around the mid-eighties, with some outliers
living past 100 or even 110. Is there anything humans can learn from the exceptional longevity of
some animals in the wild? In Methusaleh’s Zoo, Steven Austad tells the stories of some extraordinary
animals, considering why, for example, animal species that fly live longer than earthbound species
and why animals found in the ocean live longest of all. Austad—the leading authority on longevity in
animals—argues that the best way we will learn from these long-lived animals is by studying them in
the wild. Accordingly, he proceeds habitat by habitat, examining animals that spend most of their
lives in the air, comparing insects, birds, and bats; animals that live on, and under, the ground—from
mole rats to elephants; and animals that live in the sea, including quahogs, carp, and dolphins.
Humans have dramatically increased their lifespan with only a limited increase in healthspan; we’re
more and more prone to diseases as we grow older. By contrast, these species have successfully
avoided both environmental hazards and the depredations of aging. Can we be more like them?
  how long do elephants live: The Complete Book of Animals, Grades 1 - 3 , 2015-01-01 The
Complete Book of Animals provides 352 pages of engaging, skill-building activities, and fascinating
information on a wide variety of animals from every corner of the globe! It also features engaging
lessons on insects, reptiles, marine life, farm animals, and common domestic pets. Over 4 million in
print! Designed by leading experts, books in the Complete Book series help children in grades
preschool-6 build a solid foundation in key subject areas for learning success. Complete Books are
the most thorough and comprehensive learning guides available, offering high-interest lessons to
encourage learning and full-color illustrations to spark interest. Each book also features challenging
concepts and activities to motivate independent study, a fun page of stickers, and a complete answer
key to measure performance and guide instruction.
  how long do elephants live: Common School Education and Teachers World , 1894
  how long do elephants live: Science Discoveries on the Net Anthony D. Fredericks,
2000-10-15 Turn kids onto science with these exciting Internet learning adventures. The 88 lessons
in this book connect young learners to the incredible array of science knowledge and resources on
the Internet. Each unit includes engaging activities and Internet research projects based on specific
science concepts, along with discussion questions and lists of relevant Web sites and related
literature. Grades K-6.
  how long do elephants live: The Mentor , 1924
  how long do elephants live: Did You Know? Animals DK, 2016-05-17 Why do tigers have
stripes? How do chameleons change color? Why are flamingos pink? Did You Know? Animals
answers all the probing questions kids ask about their favorite animals, organized by group.
Children will discover amazing facts about a wide range of animals, from penguins to elephants and
snakes to sharks. Focusing on what kids actually want to know about their favorite animals, the
question and answer format makes it appealing to children aged 5-9 years old. With quick quiz boxes
that encourage the reader to find the answers for themselves around the page and a simple design
that makes pages easy to navigate, Did You Know? Animals will keep young readers engaged and
sharpen their knowledge of the animal world.
  how long do elephants live: Roadmap to 6th Grade Math, Ohio Edition James Flynn,
2002-01-15 The Roadmap series works as a year-long companion to earning higher grades, as well
as passing the high-stakes6th Grade Math Ohio Proficiency Testthat is necessary for grade level
promotion. This book has been designed according to the specific standards set forth by the state of
Ohio. Now parents can work with their kids to both improve their grades and pass these important
tests. The experts at The Princeton Review have analyzed the OPT, and this book provides the most
up-to-date, thoroughly researched practice possible. TPR breaks the test down into individual skills
and provides lessons modeled after the OPT to familiarize students with the test’s structure, while



increasing their overall skill level. The Princeton Review knows what it takes to succeed in the
classroom and on tests. This book includes strategies that are proven to raise student performance.
TPR provides: • Content review, detailed lessons, and practice exercises modeled after the actual
exam • Test-taking skills and math essentials such as reading charts and graphs, using fractions and
decimals, and understanding basic geometry • 2 complete practice OPTs
  how long do elephants live: Beowulf and Other Stories Joe Allard, Richard North,
2014-04-23 Beowulf & Other Stories was first conceived in the belief that the study of Old English –
and its close cousins, Old Icelandic and Anglo-Norman – can be a genuine delight, covering a period
as replete with wonder, creativity and magic as any other in literature. Now in a fully revised second
edition, the collection of essays written by leading academics in the field is set to build upon its
established reputation as the standard introduction to the literatures of the time. Beowulf & Other
Stories captures the fire and bloodlust of the great epic, Beowulf, and the sophistication and
eroticism of the Exeter Riddles. Fresh interpretations give new life to the spiritual ecstasy of The
Seafarer and to the imaginative dexterity of The Dream of the Rood, andprovide the student and
general reader with all they might need to explore and enjoy this complex but rewarding field. The
book sheds light, too, on the shadowy contexts of the period, with suggestive and highly readable
essays on matters ranging from the dynamism of the Viking Age to Anglo-Saxon input into The Lord
of the Rings, from the great religious prose works to the transition from Old to Middle English. It
also branches out into related traditions, with expert introductions to the Icelandic Sagas, Viking
Religion and Norse Mythology. Peter S. Baker provides an outstanding guide to taking your first
steps in the Old English language, while David Crystal provides a crisp linguistic overview of the
entire period. With a new chapter by Mike Bintley on Anglo-Saxon archaeology and a revised
chapter by Stewart Brookes on the prose writers of the English Benedictine Reform, this updated
second edition will be essential reading for students of the period.
  how long do elephants live: Delphi Complete Works of A. A. Milne (Illustrated) A. A. Milne,
2021-07-17 The famous creator of Winnie-the-Pooh was a gifted author, who contributed major
works to almost every form of literary genre. From beloved children’s classics to murder mysteries;
from theatrical masterpieces to satirical essays; from emotive war poetry to learned critical analysis
and philosophical debate — A. A. Milne produced an extraordinary body of works, leaving no doubt
as to the impressive scope of his literary achievements. For the first time in publishing history, this
eBook presents Milne’s complete fictional works, with numerous illustrations, many rare texts,
informative introductions and the usual Delphi bonus material. (Version 1) * Beautifully illustrated
with images relating to Milne’s life and works * Concise introductions to the novels and other texts *
All the novels, with individual contents tables * The complete Winnie-the-Pooh books * The rare
children’s book ‘A Gallery of Children’, fully illustrated * Features the short story collection ‘The
Secret and Other Stories’, appearing for the first time in digital publishing * Images of how the
books were first published, giving your eReader a taste of the original texts * Excellent formatting of
the texts * Rare poetry collections available in no other collection * Includes Milne’s complete
non-fiction, including his seminal works ‘Peace with Honour’ and ‘War with Honour’ — digitised here
for the first time * 21 plays, including ‘Toad of Toad Hall’, Milne’s adaptation of ‘The Wind in the
Willows’ * Features Milne’s autobiography – discover his literary life * Ordering of texts into
chronological order and genres Please note: E. H. Shepard’s Winnie-the-Pooh illustrations remain in
copyright and so sadly cannot appear in the eBook (release date 2027). CONTENTS: The Novels
Once on a Time (1917) Mr. Pim (1921) The Red House Mystery (1922) Two People (1931) Chloe
Marr (1946) The Children’s Books When We Were Very Young (1924) A Gallery of Children (1925)
Winnie-the-Pooh (1926) Now We Are Six (1927) The House at Pooh Corner (1928) The Short Story
Collections Lovers in London (1905) The Secret and Other Stories (1929) The Birthday Party (1948)
A Table near the Band (1950) The Plays Wurzel-Flummery (1917) Belinda (1918) The Boy Comes
Home (1918) Make-Believe (1918) The Camberley Triangle (1919) Mr. Pim Passes By (1919) The
Red Feathers (1920) The Romantic Age (1920) The Stepmother (1920) The Truth about Blayds
(1920) The Great Broxopp (1921) The Dover Road (1921) The Lucky One (1922) Success (1923)



Ariadne (1924) The Man in the Bowler Hat (1924) To Have the Honour (1924) Portrait of a
Gentleman in Slippers (1926) The Ivory Door (1929) Toad of Toad Hall (1929) The Ugly Duckling
(1941) The Poetry Collections For the Luncheon Interval (1925) Behind the Lines (1940) The
Norman Church (1948) The Non-Fiction The Day’s Play (1910) Introduction to ‘The Chronicles of
Clovis’ by Saki (1911) The Holiday Round (1912) Once a Week (1914) Not That It Matters (1919) If I
May (1920) The Sunny Side (1921) By Way of Introduction (1929) Peace with Honour (1934) War
with Honour (1940) Year In, Year Out (1952) The Autobiography It’s Too Late Now (1939) Please
visit www.delphiclassics.com to browse through our range of exciting titles or to purchase this
eBook as a Parts Edition of individual eBooks
  how long do elephants live: Elephants The Ultimate Elephant Book for Kids Jenny Kellett,
2023-05-11 Discover the incredible world of elephants! There aren't many people that don't fall in
love with elephants! Despite their massive size, elephants are one of the most beautiful and majestic
creatures on Earth.But how much do you really know about them? In The Ultimate Elephant Book
for Kids, you'll learn more about your favorite gentle giant. Elephant Book Features: * 100+
Elephant Facts * Elephant Species Guide * Quiz & Puzzle * Beautiful photos * Suitable for readers
aged 9+ Elephant Facts Sample Did you know.... * Just like humans are left-handed or right-handed,
elephants prefer one tusk over the other? * In just one day, an elephant can drink 80 gallons of
water. * The elephant is the national animal of Thailand. * One elephant tooth can weigh up to three
kilograms! In addition to learning about the physical characteristics and behavior of elephants, The
Ultimate Elephant Book for Kids also covers their habitat, diet, and conservation status. You'll learn
about the different species of elephants and where they can be found in the wild. Perfect for curious
children aged 9+, The Ultimate Elephant Book for Kids, is the must-have companion for young
explorers.
  how long do elephants live: Cambridge English for Schools 1 Workbook Andrew Littlejohn,
Diana Hicks, 1996-02 Cambridge English for Schools offers: an approach centred around the whole
educational context of learning English at school links across the school curriculum to other subject
areas throughout the course, and to other classes in different countries content and concepts related
to learners ages and levels of ability an organisation which takes into account the realities of
teaching English at school: mixed abilities, mixed motivation, time available, and class size material
which has been developed and successfully piloted in collaboration with teachers and classes in
many parts of the world.
  how long do elephants live: Reading Comprehension: Level G Student Edition ,
2006-03-31 Provide seventh-grade readers with high-interest reading passages and activities
designed to build comprehension skills. Included in this full-color, consumable student workbook are
32 fiction and nonfiction reading passages that increase in difficulty. Students will extend their
understanding with before-, during-, and after-reading prompts as well as prepare for standardized
testing with comprehension practice pages. Reading Comprehension helps students become
confident readers as they master key reading comprehension skills such as identifying main ideas
and supporting details, using prior knowledge and making connections, identifying story elements,
comparing and contrasting, summarizing and paraphrasing, and more.
  how long do elephants live: Cambridge English for the World 1 Class Audio Cassette Set
(2 Cassettes) Andrew Littlejohn, Diana Hicks, 1996-11-28 This course for young students is a
success story all over the world, winning praise from both teachers and students alike for its
innovative approach that really does work. The Teacher's Book is clear and comprehensive and
includes an 'A-Z of Methodology' reference section. Videos and tests are also available for all levels
of the course. Levels 1-4 contain around 80 hours of class work depending on the various options
used. The Starter Level provides around 40-60 hours of class work. Key Features: * Enjoyable
activities that encourage all students to take part, whatever their level. * Interesting topics linked to
the school curriculum. * A clearly structured, active approach to grammar. * The popular 'Parcel of
English' scheme.
  how long do elephants live: Thick as Water Ava Page, 2021-07-18 Thick as Water: A



contemporary fiction novel that will grab hold of the reader from start to finish. In the first week, the
novel was ranked as an Amazon Hot New Release in several categories for all formats (eBook,
hardcover and paperback). I would like you both to come in. For Agnes and Liam, life is never the
same after these words. In one afternoon, every vow in their marriage is a challenge: For worse. For
poorer. In sickness. Agnes and Liam must confront unexpected challenges and decide: Will they
choose each other? Is their marriage worth everything they've worked for in this life? How private is
information on the internet? Is technology stripping away life's mysteries a blessing or a curse? The
story grapples with the ever-blurring line between privacy and the media. It tackles the big
questions of the rising popularity of medical and DNA testing coupled with ongoing cybersecurity
threats. If light is cast on their dark past, will it take away its power, or destroy their lives?
************** Editorial review: An intriguing observation of the dangers of advanced technology
compromising privacy told through the lens of family, love and loss. - Reedsy Discovery Select
reader feedback: One word... incredible! - It's hard to leave a review because I find myself
speechless. I am a slow reader, slow slow slow, but I love it. This book took me two days. Unheard of
for me. It was so riveting I found that when I finally made myself put it down I looked for reasons to
pick it back up. An incredible page turner from Ava Page... Excellent prose and story line - Ava
Page's first novel is a page turner for sure! It interweaves politics, medical ethics, family dynamics,
and character development efortlessly. What specifically stood out to me was her descriptors and
prose - it did not feel trite, but rather original and interesting to my readers' eye. Bravo - can't wait
to see more from this author! (Note: I recieved an ARC for this objective review.) A must read! - An
incredible read! Ava Page addressed so many current issues with multi-faceted insights about
intrusion into privacy, the consequences of breached security, DNA testing, and familial bonds in
times of unspeakable dispair. Both my brain and my heart were fully engaged. I have two copies of
the book now, one on Kindle and the other paperback since I am definitiely getting the author to
sign this book! Great story line - Liked the story idea. Kept me guessing right up until the end. I look
forward to reading more by Ava Page. A good read that will tug on your emotions. This book had
good character development and a good story. The story was gripping and kept me wanting to read
more. I enjoyed every minute. For the latest from Ava Page please visit www.avapage.com or on
Instagram at @AvaPageAuthor
  how long do elephants live: Nice Big American Baby Judy Budnitz, 2007-12-18 A blazingly
original, profoundly moving new work of fiction by a writer whose world–and imagination–knows no
boundaries. “I don’t know what planet Judy Budnitz comes from,” said Newsweek on the publication
of her fiction debut, Flying Leap, “but I’m happy to have her. Tremendous . . . funny, dark,
adventurous, slanted, and enchanted.” These twelve astonishingly inventive stories–which take us
into the heart of America and around the globe, from suburban backyards and swimming pools to
war-torn streets and fallout shelters–are riveting, seductive, and impossible to forget. In “Flush,” a
mammogram prompts a dark comedy of blurred identities between a mother and her two adult
daughters. In “Elephant and Boy,” a surrogate mother-and-son bond, tinged with the erotic, is
formed when a philanthropist attempts to “civilize” a young elephant handler. “Nadia” sounds the
depths of a young woman’s complex feelings toward a friend’ s mail-order bride from Eastern
Europe. “Preparedness”–an Orwellian tale in Technicolor–imagines rapture in the wake of imminent
apocalypse. And in “Where We Come From,” a pregnant woman’s many failed attempts to cross the
border do not lessen her resolve to give birth on U.S. soil to a “nice big American baby.” Magical,
poignant, often transcendent, these are virtuoso modern fables that mine our stores of hidden urges,
misunderstandings, and blind passions, inviting us on a voyage through places and times at once
deeply familiar and wondrously strange.
  how long do elephants live: Teaching Reading Rachel L. McCormack, Susan Lee Pasquarelli,
2009-12-01 Elementary teachers of reading have one essential goal?to prepare diverse children to
be independent, strategic readers in real life. This innovative text helps preservice and inservice
teachers achieve this goal by providing knowledge and research-based strategies for teaching
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, all aspects of comprehension, and writing in



response to literature. Special features include sample lessons and photographs of literacy-rich
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