life and times of wyatt earp

**The Life and Times of Wyatt Earp: The Legend Beyond the Gunfight**

Life and times of Wyatt Earp have fascinated historians, writers, and movie buffs for well over a
century. Known primarily as a fearless lawman of the American Old West, Wyatt Earp’s story is far
richer and more complex than the famous gunfight at the O.K. Corral. His journey through various
frontier towns, his roles as a lawman, gambler, and businessman, and the controversies that

surrounded him provide a vivid glimpse into the rugged, often chaotic spirit of 19th-century America.

The Early Life of Wyatt Earp: From Humble Beginnings to Frontier Man

Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp was born in 1848 in Monmouth, lllinois. Growing up in a large family of nine
children, Wyatt’s formative years were shaped by frequent moves and the challenges of pioneer life.
His family’s migration westward exposed him early on to the realities of frontier survival and the rough

justice that came with it.

Despite a lack of formal education, Wyatt developed a keen intellect and street smarts that would later
serve him well. His early experiences working as a teamster and a buffalo hunter helped him build a
rugged reputation. These formative years set the stage for a life defined by constant movement and

adaptation.

Wyatt Earp’s Career in Law Enforcement: The Making of a Legend

Wyatt’s reputation as a lawman is central to the life and times of Wyatt Earp. He held various law
enforcement positions in towns across the West—Dodge City, Wichita, and ultimately Tombstone,
Arizona. Each posting brought new challenges and further honed his skills in maintaining order in often

lawless environments.



#### The Tombstone Years and the O.K. Corral Gunfight

Perhaps the most iconic moment in Wyatt Earp’s career was the gunfight at the O.K. Corral in 1881.
This brief but violent confrontation between the Earp brothers and the Clanton-McLaury gang has

become a symbol of the Wild West’s lawlessness and rough justice.

While the gunfight lasted only about 30 seconds, it had a lasting impact on Wyatt’s life and legacy. It
exemplified not just his courage but also the complex alliances and rivalries that defined frontier
justice. The event has been dramatized countless times, but understanding the full context helps

appreciate the man behind the myth.

Beyond the Gunfight: Wyatt Earp’s Diverse Ventures

After Tombstone, Wyatt’s life took many turns. He never stayed in one place for long, moving from

town to town, often drawn to booming mining camps and gambling hubs.

#### Gambling and Business Endeavors

Wyatt Earp was more than just a lawman; he was a gambler and businessman who understood the
opportunities of the frontier economy. From saloons to casinos, he invested in enterprises that
capitalized on the influx of miners and settlers looking for fortune.

His gambling ventures in places like Deadwood and Nome, Alaska, reveal a savvy side to Earp,

illustrating how he blended risk-taking with a keen sense of business. These pursuits also show how

intertwined law enforcement and vice were in many frontier towns.

The Personal Side of Wyatt Earp: Family, Relationships, and



Controversies

Wyatt Earp’s personal life was as eventful as his public one. He had several marriages and long-term

relationships, often complicated by the itinerant nature of his lifestyle.

#### Family Dynamics and Relationships

Wyatt married three times and had several children, but his closest family ties were with his brothers,
especially Virgil and Morgan. The Earps’ bond was strong, forged through shared hardships and

mutual protection.

His personal relationships also reflected the complexity of frontier life, marked by both loyalty and
conflict. Understanding these dynamics adds depth to the often one-dimensional portrayal of Wyatt as

merely a gunfighter.

Legacy and Cultural Impact: How Wyatt Earp Became an American

Icon

The life and times of Wyatt Earp have been immortalized in countless books, movies, and television
shows. From early dime novels to modern Westerns, his story has been told and retold, sometimes

accurately, often embellished.

#### The Myth vs. The Man

Wyatt Earp’s legend is a blend of fact and fiction. While he was undoubtedly involved in significant
events, many aspects of his life have been romanticized. Separating myth from reality helps us
understand not only Earp himself but also the values and ideals Americans projected onto frontier

heroes.



##H#H# Why Wyatt Earp Still Captivates Us
The enduring fascination with Wyatt Earp lies in his embodiment of the frontier spirit: courage,

resilience, and a willingness to forge order out of chaos. His life offers insights into the challenges of

law enforcement in a rapidly changing and often violent environment.

Exploring Wyatt Earp’s Historical Context: The American Frontier in

Transition

To fully appreciate the life and times of Wyatt Earp, it’s helpful to consider the broader historical
context. The late 19th century was a period of rapid expansion, industrial growth, and social upheaval
in the United States.

#### The Role of Lawmen in the Old West

Lawmen like Earp operated in a world where formal legal institutions were often weak or nonexistent.
Their authority was as much about personal reputation and alliances as about official power. This
made for a volatile mix of justice and vigilantism.

#### Economic and Social Forces Shaping the West

Mining booms, railroad expansion, and migration patterns all influenced the towns where Wyatt Earp

lived and worked. This environment created opportunities but also conflicts, making Earp’s role as a

peacekeeper both essential and dangerous.

Tips for Those Interested in Wyatt Earp’s Story

For readers eager to delve deeper into Wyatt Earp’s life, consider exploring a variety of sources.



Biographies, historical accounts, and even contemporary newspapers provide different perspectives.

- Look for primary sources such as letters and official records to gain authentic insights.
- Compare different biographies to understand how interpretations of Earp have changed over time.

- Visit historical sites like Tombstone, Arizona, to experience the setting firsthand.

By approaching Wyatt Earp’s story with curiosity and critical thinking, you’ll get a richer, more nuanced

view of this iconic figure.

The life and times of Wyatt Earp continue to resonate because they capture a transformative period in
American history. His story is not just about a lawman or a gunfight; it is about the complex interplay of
courage, ambition, and survival on the edge of civilization. Whether viewed as a hero, an antihero, or a

product of his time, Wyatt Earp remains a fascinating window into the American West.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Wyatt Earp and why is he significant in American history?

Wyatt Earp was a famous American lawman, gambler, and gunfighter known for his role in the
Gunfight at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona, which became a legendary event in the American

Old West.

What was the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral and what role did Wyatt Earp
play in it?

The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral was a 30-second shootout that took place in 1881 between lawmen
led by Wyatt Earp and a group of outlaws called the Cowboys. Earp and his brothers were

instrumental in enforcing the law during this violent confrontation.



How did Wyatt Earp's early life influence his career as a lawman?

Wyatt Earp was born in 1848 and grew up in a large family with a strong work ethic. His early
experiences working various jobs, along with his exposure to frontier life, shaped his skills and

temperament, preparing him for his later career in law enforcement.

What were some of the challenges Wyatt Earp faced during his time
as a lawman?

Wyatt Earp faced numerous challenges including corruption, violent outlaws, and personal vendettas.
His efforts to uphold the law often put him at odds with powerful local factions and led to deadly

conflicts like the O.K. Corral gunfight.

How did Wyatt Earp's life change after the events in Tombstone,
Arizona?

After Tombstone, Wyatt Earp moved around the West, working as a lawman, gambler, and saloon
keeper. He was involved in a famous vendetta ride to hunt down those responsible for attacks on his

family and eventually retired from law enforcement.

What is the legacy of Wyatt Earp in American culture and media?

Wyatt Earp has become an iconic figure in American folklore, symbolizing the Wild West lawman. His
life has been depicted in numerous books, films, and TV shows, often highlighting his role in the O.K.

Corral gunfight and his complex character.

Did Wyatt Earp have any family or descendants who influenced his
story?

Wyatt Earp was married multiple times and had children. His relationships and family life have been
part of his story, influencing his movements and decisions throughout his life, though much of his fame

rests on his public exploits.



How accurate are the portrayals of Wyatt Earp's life in movies and
television?

Portrayals of Wyatt Earp in popular media often blend fact and fiction. While based on historical
events, many depictions dramatize or romanticize his life, sometimes exaggerating his heroism or

glossing over controversial aspects of his character.

Additional Resources

Wyatt Earp: An In-Depth Exploration of His Life and Legacy

life and times of wyatt earp represent one of the most intriguing chapters in the annals of the
American Old West. As a figure who has been both mythologized and scrutinized, Earp’s story
encompasses more than the archetypal gunslinger image often portrayed in popular culture. His
complex persona as a lawman, gambler, and businessman reflects the multifaceted nature of frontier
life during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This article delves into the historical context, personal
journey, and enduring legacy of Wyatt Earp, providing an analytical perspective grounded in

documented facts and nuanced interpretations.

The Historical Context of Wyatt Earp’s Era

To fully appreciate the life and times of Wyatt Earp, it is essential to understand the socio-political
environment of the American West during his formative years. Born in 1848 in Monmouth, lllinois, Earp
matured in an era defined by westward expansion, rapid urbanization, and frequent conflicts between
settlers, Native American tribes, and outlaws. The frontier was a volatile landscape where law

enforcement was often informal, and personal codes of justice frequently supplanted official statutes.

Wyatt Earp’s career as a lawman unfolded against this backdrop. Towns like Dodge City, Wichita, and

Tombstone—where Earp would gain notoriety—were burgeoning hubs of commerce and vice, teetering



between civilization and chaos. The transient nature of these boomtowns, combined with minimal

institutional oversight, created a fertile ground for both criminal activity and legendary law enforcement.

Early Life and Influences

Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp’s upbringing in a large, itinerant family exposed him early to the challenges of
frontier life. His father, Nicholas Earp, held various law enforcement positions, which arguably
influenced Wyatt’s later career choices. Earp’s youth was marked by frequent moves and a diverse
array of occupations, including teamster, buffalo hunter, and saloon keeper, reflecting the adaptability

required to survive on the frontier.

These experiences contributed to Earp’s nuanced understanding of both lawful and unlawful elements
in society. Unlike many contemporaries who were pigeonholed into singular roles, Earp’s varied
background enabled him to navigate complex social networks, balancing the demands of public order

and private enterprise.

Wyatt Earp as a Lawman: Myth Versus Reality

The life and times of Wyatt Earp are often distilled into the iconic image of a fearless lawman involved
in the legendary Gunfight at the O.K. Corral. However, a closer examination reveals a more intricate

narrative that challenges simplistic portrayals.

The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral

Arguably the most famous event associated with Wyatt Earp, the 1881 Gunfight at the O.K. Corral in
Tombstone, Arizona, has been extensively analyzed. This 30-second shootout involved Wyatt, his

brothers Virgil and Morgan Earp, and Doc Holliday against the Clanton-McLaury outlaw faction. While



popular culture often depicts this as a clear-cut confrontation between good and evil, historical records

suggest a more ambiguous scenario marked by political tensions and personal vendettas.

The gunfight resulted in three deaths and became a symbol of frontier justice. Wyatt Earp’s role as a
deputy marshal during this period cemented his reputation, but it also sparked controversy. Legal
proceedings and public opinion were divided, reflecting the contested nature of law enforcement

authority in frontier towns.

Law Enforcement Career Beyond Tombstone

Wyatt Earp’s tenure as a lawman extended beyond Tombstone, including stints in Dodge City and
Alaska. His approach combined pragmatic enforcement with occasional extralegal measures, a
reflection of the flexible law enforcement standards of the time. Earp’s willingness to use force when

deemed necessary earned him both respect and criticism.
It is worth noting that Earp's lawman career was punctuated by periods of gambling and business

ventures, indicating a pragmatic approach to livelihood rather than a single-minded dedication to public

service.

Wyatt Earp’s Post-Lawman Life and Business Ventures

Following the turbulent years in Tombstone, the life and times of Wyatt Earp included a variety of
entrepreneurial activities. He engaged in gambling, mining, real estate, and saloon ownership across

the western United States and even into the Pacific Northwest.

Gambling and Mining



Earp’s affinity for gambling was well-documented, with his reputation as a skilled and sometimes
controversial gambler preceding him. His ventures in mining, particularly in the Klondike Gold Rush
region, demonstrated his willingness to capitalize on emerging economic opportunities. These pursuits,

while lucrative at times, also exposed him to financial risks and fluctuating fortunes.

Business and Real Estate

Later in life, Earp invested in real estate and hospitality, including saloons and hotels. These
enterprises positioned him as a figure attempting to transition from the rough-and-tumble days of
frontier law enforcement to more stable, community-oriented roles. His business dealings, however,
were often shadowed by his legendary status, which both attracted clientele and complicated his public

image.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The life and times of Wyatt Earp have been immortalized in countless books, films, and television
series, making him one of the most enduring figures of the American West. His story encapsulates the

tensions between myth and history, law and lawlessness, order and chaos.

Mythologization in Popular Culture

From early 20th-century dime novels to modern cinema, Wyatt Earp’s persona has been reshaped to
fit varying narratives. Hollywood’s depiction often emphasizes his role as a heroic lawman, sometimes
glossing over the complexities and moral ambiguities of his actions. This mythologization has

contributed to a romanticized vision of the Old West that continues to captivate audiences.



Historical Reassessment

Scholars and historians have increasingly sought to separate fact from fiction in the life and times of
Wyatt Earp. Through archival research, legal documents, and contemporaneous accounts, a more
balanced portrait has emerged—one that acknowledges Earp’s contributions to frontier law enforcement

while recognizing his flaws and contradictions.

This reassessment highlights the broader challenges of interpreting historical figures who exist at the
intersection of legend and reality. Earp’s life exemplifies how individual agency and historical context

intertwine to shape enduring narratives.

Influence on Modern Perceptions of Justice

Wyatt Earp’s story continues to inform discussions about law enforcement, justice, and morality in
American culture. His pragmatic approach to maintaining order in a lawless environment resonates

with ongoing debates about the role of authority, individual rights, and community safety.

In this sense, the life and times of Wyatt Earp offer valuable insights into the evolution of legal

institutions and the complex dynamics that underpin social order in rapidly changing societies.

The enduring fascination with Wyatt Earp underscores the continued relevance of his story. As both a
historical figure and a symbol, Earp embodies the contradictions and challenges of the American

frontier, inviting ongoing exploration and interpretation.
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life and times of wyatt earp: The Illustrated Life and Times of Wyatt Earp , 2000 Gloriously
illustrated pictorial series that presents the popular and complex characters of the West and the
events that shaped their lives. Numerous never before published photos and artifacts.

life and times of wyatt earp: Wyatt Earp Casey Tefertiller, 1999-03-11 Quite impressive. I
doubt if there has been or will be a moredeeply researched and convincing account. --Evan Connell,
authorSon of the Morning Star: Custer and the Little Bighorn The book to end all Earp books--the
most complete, and mostmeticulously researched. --Jack Burrows, author John Ringo: TheGunfighter
Who Never Was The most thoughtful, well-researched, and comprehensive accountthat has been
written about the development and career of anOld-West lawman. --The Tombstone Tumbleweed A
great adventure story, and solid history. --KirkusReviews A major contribution to the history of the
American West. Itprovides the first complete and accurate look at Wyatt Earp'scolorful career, and
places into context the important role that heand his brothers played in crime and politics in the
Arizonaterritory. This important book rises above the realm of Westernbiography and shows the
development of the Earp story in historyand myth, and its effect on American culture. --John
Boessenecker,author Gold Dust and Gunsmoke The ultimate Wyatt Earp book. --Professor Richard
BrownUniversity of Oregon

life and times of wyatt earp: The Illustrated Life and Times of Wyatt Earp and the Illustrated
Life and Times of Doc Holliday Bob B. Bell, 1995-01-01

life and times of wyatt earp: The Illustrated Life and Times of Wyatt Earp Bob Boze Bell, 1994

life and times of wyatt earp: The Illustrated Life and Times of Wyatt Earp Tri-Star Boze
Publications Inc, Bob Boze Bell, 1994

life and times of wyatt earp: The Life and Times of Wyatt Earp Stuart N. Lake, 1956

life and times of wyatt earp: Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life Andrew C. Isenberg, 2013-06-25
A portrait of the iconic nineteenth-century law officer separates fact from fiction while exploring
Earp's role in creating his own myths, revealing his lesser-known activities as a thief, gambler, and
confidence man.

life and times of wyatt earp: The American Western A Complete Film Guide Terry Rowan,
2012-11-18 A comprehensive film guide featuring films and television shows of the great American
western. The stories of the men and women who tamed the old West. Also featuring actors and
directors who made these films possible.

life and times of wyatt earp: Past Imperfect Mark C. Carnes, 1996-11-15 Essays that consider
how classic movies have reflected history include the writings of such noted historians as Paul
Fussell, Antonia Fraser, and Gore Vidal.

life and times of wyatt earp: Term Paper Resource Guide to Nineteenth-Century U.S.
History Kathleen W. Craver, 2008-06-30 Major help for those inevitable American History term
paper projects has arrived to enrich and stimulate students in challenging and enjoyable ways.
Students from high school age to undergraduate will be able to get a jumpstart on assignments with
the hundreds of term paper projects and research information offered here in an easy-to-use format.
Users can quickly choose from the 100 important events of the nineteenth century, carefully
selected to be appealing to students, and delve right in. Each event entry begins with a brief
summary to pique interest and then offers original and thought-provoking term paper ideas in both
standard and alternative formats that incorporate the latest in electronic media, such as iPod and
iMovie. The best in primary and secondary sources for further research are then annotated, followed
by vetted, stable Web site suggestions and multimedia resources for further viewing and listening.
Librarians and faculty will want to use this as well. Students dread term papers, but with this book,
the research experience is transformed and elevated. Term Paper Resource Guide to
Nineteenth-Century U.S. History is a superb source to motivate and educate students who have a
wide range of interests and talents. The provided topics on events, people, inventions, cultural
contributions, wars, and technological advances reflect the country's nineteenth-century character
and experience. Some examples of the topics are Barbary Pirate Wars, the Thomas Jefferson and



Sally Hemings liaison, Tecumseh and the Prophet, the Santa Fe Trail, Immigration in the 1840s, the
Seneca Falls Convention, the Purchase of Alaska, Boss Tweed's Ring, Wyatt Earp and the Gunfight at
O.K. Corral, United States v. Wong Kim Ark, and Scott Joplin and Ragtime Music.

life and times of wyatt earp: American Cycle Larry Beckett, 2022-07-01 American Cycle, a
sequence of long poems inspired by our folklore and past, was written over forty-seven years. Its
themes are love, local mythology, history, justice, memory, accomplishment, time. The books are
extraordinary, sustained explosions of authentic American language and energy. Each is entirely
different from the others in style, voice, form and narrative content; each so rich in imagery and
nuance and texture and event and so finely crafted. . . —Paul Williams, author of Bob Dylan:
Performing Artist.American Cycle holds Spanish words loaned from Old California, rough
colloquialisms in Paul Bunyan, the power of African-American vernacular English in John Henry,
bare oratory in Chief Joseph, old west phrases in Wyatt Earp, circus ballyhoo in P. T. Barnum,
aviation jargon in Amelia Earhart, backwoods dialect in Blue Ridge. As Walt Whitman says, I hear
America singing, the varied carols. . .”

life and times of wyatt earp: The Old West in Fact and Film Jeremy Agnew, 2012-11-15 For
many years, movie audiences have carried on a love affair with the American West, believing
Westerns are escapist entertainment of the best kind, harkening back to the days of the frontier.
This work compares the reality of the Old West to its portrayal in movies, taking an historical
approach to its consideration of the cowboys, Indians, gunmen, lawmen and others who populated
the Old West in real life and on the silver screen. Starting with the Westerns of the early 1900s, it
follows the evolution in look, style, and content as the films matured from short vignettes of
good-versus-bad into modern plots.

life and times of wyatt earp: The Life and Times of Johnny Branch One of Johnny’s Closest
Friends, 2017-12-22 This nostalgic, humorous memoir is of a Mississippi country boy who was a little
rapscallion growing up in a much simpler time. It is one in which a field of sage was a bed for
dreaming; a spunky little dog was a best, best friend; and three very close buddies were rascals.
Imagining and exploring, they lived their lives with their worst fear being a stern word from a
disciplinary parent. The self-sufficient young fellows story draws us back to the less complicated
days a time ago, the fifties and sixties.

life and times of wyatt earp: American Cowboy , 1994-05 Published for devotees of the
cowboy and the West, American Cowboy covers all aspects of the Western lifestyle, delivering the
best in entertainment, personalities, travel, rodeo action, human interest, art, poetry, fashion, food,
horsemanship, history, and every other facet of Western culture. With stunning photography and
you-are-there reportage, American Cowboy immerses readers in the cowboy life and the magic that
is the great American West.

life and times of wyatt earp: Western Gunslingers in Fact and on Film Buck Rainey,
2015-11-17 Billy the Kid, Wild Bill Hickok, Belle Starr, Wyatt Earp, the Younger Gang, the
Dalton-Doolin Gang and Bat Masterson--these real-life lawmen and lawbreakers have been the basis
of so many Hollywood Westerns that it has become difficult to discover where the truth ends and the
legend begins. All actually became larger-than-life characters during their lifetimes, as
contemporary newspapers and books embellished their deeds for their own purposes. But it was in
Hollywood that the line between reality and myth was completely blurred. Each chapter-length entry
here first focuses on the known facts of the people's lives and how each became truly legendary
during their lifetimes. The reality is then compared to how they have been portrayed in the movies.

life and times of wyatt earp: The Wild West Frederick Nolan, 2019-11-08 On 14 May 1804,
one Captain Meriwether Lewis and his companion William Clark led a thirty-three-man expedition to
the new lands of Louisiana. 8,000 miles and two years later, after rafting up the Missouri and
crossing the Rocky Mountains, they reached the far side of the world, the Pacific Ocean. Fredrick
Nolan explores the first US settlers of the American West, including the remarkable stories of
unsung heroes and heroines, the bloody battles between settlers and the native American
inhabitants, the crimes committed by corrupt Sheriffs, and the occasions when citizens had to take



the law into their own hands. This is the story of the men and women who answered the call of the
West.

life and times of wyatt earp: Encyclopedia of Television Shows, 1925 through 2010, 2d ed.
Vincent Terrace, 2014-01-10 This fully updated and expanded edition covers over 10,200 programs,
making it the most comprehensive documentation of television programs ever published. In addition
to covering the standard network and cable entertainment genres, the book also covers programs
generally not covered elsewhere in print (or even online), including Internet series, aired and
unaired pilot films, erotic series, gay and lesbian series, risque cartoons and experimental programs
from 1925 through 1945.

life and times of wyatt earp: Gunfighter in Gotham Robert K. DeArment, 2013-02-14 The
legend of Bat Masterson as the heroic sheriff of Dodge City, Kansas, began in 1881 when an
acquaintance duped a New York Sun reporter into writing Masterson up as a man-killing gunfighter.
That he later moved to New York City to write a widely followed sports column for eighteen years is
one of history’s great ironies, as Robert K. DeArment relates in this engaging new book. William
Barclay “Bat” Masterson spent the first half of his adult life in the West, planting the seeds for his
later legend as he moved from Texas to Kansas and then Colorado. In Denver his gambling habit and
combative nature drew him to the still-developing sport of prizefighting. Masterson attended almost
every important match in the United States from the 1880s to 1921, first as a professional gambler
betting on the bouts, and later as a promoter and referee. Ultimately, Bat stumbled into writing
about the sport. In Gunfighter in Gotham, DeArment tells how Bat Masterson built a second career
from a column in the New York Morning Telegraph. Bat’s articles not only covered sports but also
reflected his outspoken opinions on war, crime, politics, and a changing society. As his renown as a
boxing expert grew, his opinions were picked up by other newspaper editors and reprinted
throughout the country and abroad. He counted President Theodore Roosevelt among his friends
and readers. This follow-up to DeArment’s definitive biography of the Old West legend narrates the
final chapter of Masterson’s storied life. Far removed from the sweeping western plains and dusty
cowtown streets of his younger days, Bat Masterson, in New York City, became “a ham reporter,” as
he called himself, “a Broadway guy.”

life and times of wyatt earp: Doc Holliday Gary L. Roberts, 2011-05-12 Acclaim for Doc
Holliday Splendid . . . not only the most readable yet definitive study of Holliday yet published, it is
one of the best biographies of nineteenth-century Western 'good-bad men' to appear in the last
twenty years. It was so vivid and gripping that I read it twice. --Howard R. Lamar, Sterling Professor
Emeritus of History, Yale University, and author of The New Encyclopedia of the American West The
history of the American West is full of figures who have lived on as romanticized legends. They
deserve serious study simply because they have continued to grip the public imagination. Such was
Doc Holliday, and Gary Roberts has produced a model for looking at both the life and the legend of
these frontier immortals. --Robert M. Utley, author of The Lance and the Shield: The Life and Times
of Sitting Bull Doc Holliday emerges from the shadows for the first time in this important work of
Western biography. Gary L. Roberts has put flesh and soul to the man who has long been one of the
most mysterious figures of frontier history. This is both an important work and a wonderful read.
--Casey Tefertiller, author of Wyatt Earp: The Life Behind the Legend Gary Roberts is one of a
foremost class of writers who has created a real literature and authentic history of the so-called
Western. His exhaustively researched and beautifully written Doc Holliday: The Life and Legend
reveals a pathetically ill and tortured figure, but one of such intense loyalty to Wyatt Earp that it
brought him limping to the O.K. Corral and into the glare of history. --Jack Burrows, author of John
Ringo: The Gunfighter Who Never Was Gary L. Roberts manifested an interest in Doc Holliday at a
very early age, and he has devoted these past thirty-odd years to serious and detailed research in
the development and writing of Doc Holliday: The Life and Legend. The world knows Holliday as Doc
Holliday. Family members knew him as John. Somewhere in between the two lies the real John
Henry Holliday. Roberts reflects this concept in his writing. This book should be of interest to
Holliday devotees as well as newly found readers. --Susan McKey Thomas, cousin of Doc Holliday




and coauthor of In Search of the Hollidays

life and times of wyatt earp: The World of Doc Holliday Victoria Wilcox, 2020-12-18 His
name conjures images of the Wild West, of gunfights and gambling halls and a legendary friendship
with the lawman Wyatt Earp, and he is probably most famous for his time in Tombstone.But Doc
Holliday’s story is a much richer than that one sentence summary allows. His was a life of travel
across the west—from Georgia to Texas, from Dodge City to Las Vegas, across Arizona and from
New Mexico to Colorado and Montana. Revealed from contemporary newspaper accounts and
records of interviews with Doc himself and the people who knew him and packed with archival
photos and illustrations, The World of Doc Holliday offers a real first-hand accounting of his life of
adventure.
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