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Primary Language in Nigeria: Exploring the Linguistic Diversity of a Vibrant Nation

Primary language in Nigeria is a fascinating topic that unveils the rich tapestry of cultures, tribes,
and histories that make up this West African powerhouse. Nigeria is renowned for being one of the
most linguistically diverse countries in the world, with over 500 distinct languages spoken across its
vast regions. Understanding the primary language in Nigeria is not just about identifying a single
tongue; rather, it involves delving into how languages coexist, influence each other, and shape the
nation's identity.

The Linguistic Landscape of Nigeria

Nigeria’s linguistic environment is incredibly complex. While many countries have one or two
dominant languages, Nigeria boasts a multilingual society where numerous indigenous languages
thrive alongside official and colonial languages. This diversity reflects the country’s ethnic mosaic,
comprising over 250 ethnic groups, each with its own language or dialect.

What Is Considered the Primary Language in Nigeria?

When people refer to the primary language in Nigeria, it can mean different things depending on the
context:

- **Official Language:** English is Nigeria’s official language, used in government, education,
business, and media. It serves as a unifying medium across ethnic and linguistic groups and is a
legacy of British colonial rule.
- **Major Indigenous Languages:** Three indigenous languages—Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo—are often
regarded as the primary native languages because they have the largest number of speakers and
significant cultural influence.
- **Lingua Franca:** Besides English, Pidgin English (often called Nigerian Pidgin) plays a crucial role
as a widely spoken lingua franca, especially in urban centers, connecting people from different ethnic
backgrounds.

English: The Official Language and Its Role

English holds a unique place in Nigeria’s linguistic hierarchy. Adopted during colonial times, it remains
the language of administration, formal education, and national communication. While English is the
first language for only a small percentage of Nigerians, it is the second language for millions.

English allows Nigerians from diverse ethnic groups to communicate effectively, especially in cities
like Lagos, Abuja, and Port Harcourt, where multiple languages converge. It also facilitates Nigeria’s
participation in global affairs, commerce, and diplomacy.



English in Education and Governance

From primary schools to universities, English is the primary medium of instruction in Nigeria.
Government documents, legal proceedings, and official correspondence are also conducted in English.
This widespread use underscores its importance but also presents challenges for learners from non-
English-speaking backgrounds.

The Indigenous Languages: Heartbeat of Nigerian
Culture

While English dominates formal settings, the indigenous languages remain deeply embedded in
everyday life, traditions, and cultural expressions. Among the hundreds of native tongues, three
languages stand out due to their widespread usage and cultural significance.

Hausa Language

Spoken predominantly in Northern Nigeria, Hausa is one of the most widely spoken languages in West
Africa. It functions not only as a native language but also as a trade language across borders. Hausa’s
rich literary tradition, including poetry, storytelling, and music, highlights its cultural importance.

Yoruba Language

The Yoruba language is native to the southwestern region of Nigeria and is spoken by millions of
people. It boasts a sophisticated tonal system and a vast oral literature heritage. Yoruba has also
influenced religious practices, especially in the Americas, through the diaspora.

Igbo Language

Igbo is primarily spoken in the southeastern part of Nigeria. Known for its numerous dialects, Igbo is a
language of commerce, education, and cultural identity. The Igbo people have a vibrant history, and
their language preserves many proverbs, folktales, and customs.

Nigerian Pidgin: The People's Language

Nigerian Pidgin, often simply called "Pidgin" or "Naija," is a creole language that blends English with
indigenous languages and Portuguese influences. It serves as a bridge among Nigeria’s diverse
populations, especially in informal settings, markets, music, and popular culture.

Pidgin is not an official language, but its widespread use across social classes and ethnicities makes it



arguably the most accessible and commonly spoken language in Nigeria. Many Nigerians grow up
speaking Pidgin alongside their mother tongues.

Why Pidgin Matters

- **Communication:** It simplifies communication in multilingual environments.
- **Culture:** Pidgin is widely used in Nigerian literature, music, films, and comedy.
- **Identity:** It fosters a sense of national identity beyond ethnic divisions.

Challenges and Opportunities in Nigeria’s Language
Scene

The multilingual nature of Nigeria presents both challenges and opportunities. On one hand, the
dominance of English and Pidgin can sometimes overshadow indigenous languages, threatening their
preservation. On the other hand, Nigeria’s linguistic diversity is a treasure trove for cultural richness
and creativity.

Preserving Indigenous Languages

Efforts are underway to document and revitalize local languages through education, media, and
technology. Incorporating indigenous languages into school curricula and promoting their use in
literature and broadcasting helps keep these languages alive.

The Role of Technology

Digital platforms and mobile apps are becoming valuable tools for language learning and
preservation. Social media also provides a space for people to celebrate and promote their native
languages.

Language and Identity in Nigeria

Language in Nigeria is more than a means of communication; it is a core component of identity. Each
ethnic group’s language carries its history, worldview, and social norms. For many Nigerians, speaking
their mother tongue connects them to their roots and community.

At the same time, the ability to speak multiple languages—including English and Pidgin—reflects
Nigeria’s dynamic and evolving society. This multilingualism is a source of pride and adaptability,
enabling Nigerians to navigate local and global contexts with ease.

Exploring the primary language in Nigeria reveals a country where language serves as both a unifier



and a marker of diversity. Whether through the official use of English, the vibrant life of indigenous
tongues like Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo, or the everyday vibrancy of Nigerian Pidgin, language in Nigeria
is a living, breathing testament to its peoples’ resilience and creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary language spoken in Nigeria?
English is the primary language spoken in Nigeria, serving as the official language used for
government, education, and formal communication.

Are there indigenous primary languages in Nigeria?
Yes, Nigeria has over 500 indigenous languages, with major ones including Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo,
which are widely spoken across different regions.

Why is English the official language in Nigeria?
English became the official language due to Nigeria's colonial history under British rule, and it remains
the language of administration and education to unify the diverse ethnic groups.

How does the primary language vary across Nigeria?
While English is the official language nationwide, different regions predominantly speak Hausa in the
north, Yoruba in the southwest, and Igbo in the southeast as their primary indigenous languages.

Is English widely spoken among Nigerians as a first language?
English is mostly a second language for Nigerians; many people speak their indigenous languages at
home and learn English primarily in school and formal settings.

What role do indigenous languages play in Nigeria's education
system?
Indigenous languages are often used in early childhood education and local communication, but
English is the main medium of instruction from primary school onwards.

Are there any efforts to preserve Nigeria’s indigenous
languages?
Yes, there are cultural and governmental initiatives aimed at promoting and preserving indigenous
languages through literature, media, and education programs.

How does Nigeria’s linguistic diversity impact communication?
Nigeria's linguistic diversity can create communication challenges, but the use of English as a lingua



franca helps bridge ethnic and regional language differences.

Can you name the three major ethnic groups and their
languages in Nigeria?
The three major ethnic groups are the Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo, each with their own primary
language: Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo respectively.

Additional Resources
Primary Language in Nigeria: An In-Depth Exploration of Linguistic Diversity

Primary language in Nigeria is a complex and multifaceted subject that reflects the country’s rich
cultural heritage and social dynamics. Nigeria, often described as the "Giant of Africa," is home to one
of the most linguistically diverse populations in the world. Understanding the primary language in
Nigeria involves delving into the interplay of indigenous languages, colonial influences, and the role of
lingua francas in uniting over 200 million people across more than 500 distinct languages.

The Linguistic Landscape of Nigeria

Nigeria’s linguistic environment is characterized by a remarkable variety of languages that
correspond to the country’s numerous ethnic groups. While no single language can claim absolute
primacy across the entire nation, certain languages assume prominent roles in communication,
governance, education, and media. The phenomenon of a “primary language” in Nigeria cannot be
understood without recognizing this multilingual context.

Indigenous Languages: The Foundations of Communication

Among the indigenous tongues, three languages stand out due to their widespread usage and cultural
significance: Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo. These languages represent the major ethnic groups in Nigeria’s
northern, southwestern, and southeastern regions respectively.

Hausa: Predominantly spoken in the northern states, Hausa functions not only as a native
language but also as a regional lingua franca, bridging diverse ethnic communities.

Yoruba: With millions of speakers in the southwest, Yoruba is a language rich in literature,
music, and traditional practices, maintaining a strong cultural identity.

Igbo: In the southeast, Igbo serves as a vital means of communication and cultural expression
among its speakers.

These languages are deeply embedded in daily life and cultural rituals, making them primary in their



respective regions. However, their use beyond these areas is often limited.

English: The Official and Lingua Franca

English holds a unique position as the official language of Nigeria. Introduced during British colonial
rule, English today serves as the language of government, education, business, and formal
communication. Its role as a unifying medium cannot be overstated in a country marked by ethnic
fragmentation.

The adoption of English as a primary language in Nigeria enables interactions across different ethnic
groups, facilitating national integration and international relations. It is the language taught in schools
and used in official documents, legal proceedings, and the media.

Despite not being the mother tongue of the majority, English’s status as a primary language in Nigeria
is evident in urban centers and professional spheres. However, fluency levels can vary significantly
between rural and urban populations, impacting accessibility and inclusion.

Factors Influencing Language Primacy in Nigeria

The dynamics of language use in Nigeria are shaped by historical, social, and political factors.
Understanding these influences helps clarify why certain languages assume primary status in specific
contexts.

Colonial Legacy and Education

British colonial rule established English as the language of administration and education, a legacy that
persists today. The educational system prioritizes English, which affects literacy rates and language
proficiency nationwide. This colonial heritage has cemented English as a primary language in formal
settings, overshadowing many indigenous tongues.

Ethnic Identity and Regional Usage

Ethnic affiliation strongly determines language preference in Nigeria. While English dominates official
communication, indigenous languages remain primary within families, local markets, religious
gatherings, and cultural events. This dual-language reality sustains indigenous languages’ vitality
while acknowledging English’s functional necessity.

Urbanization and Modernization

Rapid urbanization has increased the use of English and pidgin varieties as common means of
communication among diverse populations. Nigerian Pidgin English, a creole influenced by English



and indigenous languages, acts as a de facto lingua franca in many cities, though it is not officially
recognized as a primary language.

Challenges and Opportunities in Nigeria’s Linguistic
Ecology

The multiplicity of languages in Nigeria presents both challenges and opportunities. From a policy
perspective, balancing the promotion of indigenous languages with the practical demands of a
common official language is complex.

Preservation of Indigenous Languages

Many Nigerian languages face the risk of decline due to the dominance of English and urban
migration. Efforts to document, teach, and promote indigenous tongues are crucial for preserving
cultural heritage. Organizations and government bodies increasingly recognize this need, though
implementation varies.

Education and Linguistic Inclusion

Incorporating mother tongues in early education can improve learning outcomes and cultural pride.
However, resource limitations and policy inconsistencies have hindered widespread adoption of
multilingual education models. The debate continues on how to best integrate local languages with
English instruction.

Technological and Media Influence

The rise of digital media and broadcasting has created new platforms for indigenous languages,
increasing their visibility and usage among younger generations. Radio, television, and online content
in local languages foster engagement and help maintain linguistic diversity.

Comparative Perspectives: Nigeria and Other
Multilingual Nations

Comparing Nigeria’s linguistic situation with other multilingual countries offers insights into managing
language diversity.

India: Like Nigeria, India has numerous languages with Hindi and English serving official roles.
India’s policy of recognizing multiple official languages at state and central levels offers a model
for accommodating linguistic plurality.



South Africa: With 11 official languages, South Africa promotes indigenous languages
alongside English and Afrikaans, highlighting the potential for legal recognition to support
language development.

Canada: The bilingual framework of English and French demonstrates how official languages
can coexist, though with fewer indigenous languages compared to Nigeria.

These examples underscore the importance of comprehensive language policies that respect cultural
identities while ensuring effective communication.

The Future of Primary Language Usage in Nigeria

The trajectory of the primary language in Nigeria is likely to continue evolving, influenced by
demographic trends, educational reforms, and technological advancements. English will maintain its
role as the official and interethnic lingua franca, but the survival and flourishing of indigenous
languages hinge on sustained cultural and institutional support.

Initiatives promoting multilingual education, media representation, and community engagement are
essential to prevent linguistic homogenization. The dynamic interplay between English, indigenous
languages, and pidgin varieties reflects Nigeria’s ongoing negotiation of identity, unity, and diversity
in a rapidly changing world.

Primary Language In Nigeria
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policies designed to legally enhance, protect, or constrain otherness. An authoritative source of new
and updated information, offering fresh interpretations and analyses of evolving sociolinguistic and
political phenomena in today's global world, Minority Languages, National Languages, and Official
Language Policies demonstrates how language policies often fail to deal appropriately or adequately
with the issues they are designed to solve.
  primary language in nigeria: Limits of Language in Nigeria Nahna James, 2024-08-01 Limits
of Language in Nigeria: Hatred based on Igbo Language, attempts to delve deeply into different
socio� linguistic issues faced by the Igbo language within Nigerian context. In doing so, the study
has used a mixed-methods approach wherein demographic data, public attitudes and socio�
economic factors that have brought about the status quote of this language are thoroughly assessed.
The research establishes some historical and current reasons why there is increased resentment
towards Igbo language among Nigerians. This includes last impact caused by colonialism and
traumatic experiences during Biafran Civil War which greatly redefined Nigerian social-political life.
Political disinterest and economic inequities worsen marginalization of Igbo spoken by majority, but
freely bypassed in spheres where English, Hausa or Yoruba languages dominate Nigeria. Also, the
article highlights huge educational and institutional barriers that stand in the way of developing and
maintaining Igbo language. The barriers are insufficient support for teaching Igbo language and few
African Studies courses which do not encourage students to learn African languages such as Igbo.
Henceforth, many students prefer not to learn Igbo considering it less useful for their future
professions because it is rarely used in professional circles after study completion. Moreover, the
research reveals language bias affects how one relates to their culture and society as an Igbo. So
much more is lost in not speaking the Igbo language other than communication, including cultural
heritage and moral imperatives. This exclusion weakens the social glue that holds the community
together and hence fuels feelings of being left out in some way or another. To combat these
challenges, this research demands immediate actions to enhance diversity in language as well as
safeguard cultural heritage. It therefore proposes for more assistance on the issue of Igbo language
education, Igbo language being taught in schools and embracing linguistic pluralism in Nigeria.
Hence, this research seeks to create conditions that foster national unity and inclusiveness where
the Igbo language and culture in Nigeria is valued and preserved. The study thus aims at finding
sustainable solutions to overcome the linguistic and cultural problems facing Igbo speakers as it
seeks to understand what could be done to stop the decline of its population among native speakers.
  primary language in nigeria: Language and National Identity in Africa Andrew Simpson,
2008-02-07 This book focuses on language, culture, and identity in nineteen countries in Africa.
Leading specialists, mainly from Africa, describe national linguistic and political histories, assess the
status of majority and minority languages, and consider the role of language in ethnic conflict.
  primary language in nigeria: Language, Society, and Empowerment in Africa and Its
Diaspora Akinloyè Òjó, 2022-09-06 Africa’s diversity is best illustrated linguistically. Thousands of
endogenous and exogenous languages are linked to and central to the identity and reality of
Africans. Language is a vital lens for analyzing these multifaceted challenges in Africa, where a
deeper understanding of the entire linguistic landscape is germane to understanding sociopolitical
and cultural systems. Concentrating on instrumental and emblematic functions of language in Africa,
Language, Society, and Empowerment in Africa and Its Diaspora argues for the critical value of
African languages beyond functionality into philosophical consideration of their importance for
African unity and advancement. Akinloyè Òjó calls for the development and empowerment of African
languages to serve in various domains, including the support of basic literacy and daily survival of
their users. Òjó propagates ways to empower African languages for African sociocultural and
economic development in the twenty-first century. The author productively engages works by
linguists and language pedagogues to provide an ardent case for the empowerment of African
languages in the renewed era of globalization, the internet, and an emergent Global Africa. Òjó
posits and accentuates some of the notable modalities for empowering African languages in
specialized domains for national and continental development.



  primary language in nigeria: Language Planning and Policy in Africa Richard B. Baldauf,
Robert B. Kaplan, 2007-01-01 A longer-range purpose is to collect comparable information on as
many polities as possible in order to facilitate the development of a richer theory to guide language
policy and planning in other polities that undertake the development of a national policy on
languages. This volume is part of an areal series which is committed to providing descriptions of
language planning and policy in countries around the world.--BOOK JACKET.
  primary language in nigeria: Nigerian Languages, Literatures, Culture and Reforms
Ozo-mekuri Ndimele, 2016-04-30 The papers in this volume were selected from the Silver Jubilee
edition of the Annual Conference of the Linguistic Association of Nigerian (LAN) which was held at
the Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC), Abuja, Nigeria. The Silver
Jubilee edition is dedicated to the father of Nigerian Linguistics, Professor Emeritus Ayo Bamgbose.
Professor Emeritus Bamgbose was the first indigenous Professor of Linguistics in Nigeria, and the
first black African to teach linguistics in any known university south of the Sahara. He was there
from the very beginning, and together with co-operation of people such as the late Professor Kay
Williamson, he nurtured Nigerian linguistics. He is not just a foremost Nigerian linguist, but also a
most famous, respected, celebrated, distinguished, and cherished African linguist of all times. To be
candid, Nigerian linguistics is synonymous with Professor Emeritus Bamgbose. In 58 well-written
chapters by experts in their fields, the book covers aspects of Nigerian languages, linguistics,
literatures and culture. The papers have not been categorized into sections; rather they flow, hence
there is some overlapping in the arrangement. The book is an essential resource for all who are
interested to learn about current trends in the study of languages, linguistics and related
subject-matters in Nigeria.
  primary language in nigeria: Nigeria and the Nation-State John Campbell, 2024-08-13
Nigeria, despite being the African country of greatest strategic importance to the U.S., remains
poorly understood. John Campbell explains why Nigeria is so important to understand in a world of
jihadi extremism, corruption, oil conflict, and communal violence. The revised edition provides
updates through the recent presidential election.
  primary language in nigeria: Four Decades in the Study of Nigerian Languages and
Linguistics Ndimele, Ozo-mekuri, 2019-03-31 This volume is produced in commemoration of the
official retirement of Professor Kay Williamson from the Department of Linguistics and
Communication Studies, University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria. The contributing essayists cover five
main generations of Nigerian linguists. The collection is divided into six sections: Language, history
and Society; Applied Linguistics and Orthography Design; Gender and Communication Studies;
Stylistics and Literature; Pragmatics, Discourse Analysis and Translation; and Formal Linguistics.
Some of the contributors include: Ayo Bamgbose, Okon Essie, Ben Elugbe, P.A. Nwachukwu, E.N.
Emenanjo, P. Anagbogu, Chinyere Ohiri-Aniche, O.M. Ndimele, O.G. Harry, Levi Igwe, C.U. Omego,
O. Ojukwu, A.U. Weje, O.N. Anyanwu and A. Idafuro.
  primary language in nigeria: Language, Literature and Style in Africa Taiwo Abioye, Arua E.
Arua, Kehinde Ayoola, 2014-11-24 This book brings together the seminal contributions of scholars
interested in the study of language, literature and style in Africa. It marks a response to the
longstanding neglect of stylistic analysis of canonical and emergent fictional and non-fictional
African prose and discourse. As a reaction to this neglect of African literary artefacts, the book
provides a welcome and timely deviation from the norm. The contributions to this volume include
discussions that are both analytical and theoretical; analyses of style at the levels of lexis and
semantics; newer and more innovative analyses that highlight the relationship between style,
pedagogy and technology-mediated discourse; and a final discussion that provides an appropriate
background against which issues related to language, literature and style can be understood. In
terms of the volumes representation of diverse geographical contexts, the papers included here
bridge the North-South divide in Africa, and there are contributions from Libya, Nigeria, South
Africa and Zimbabwe. As such, the book is an interesting collection of papers that illuminate the
study of literary style in Africa and highlight the need for a greater revival of it on a larger scale.



  primary language in nigeria: Language of Inequality Nessa Wolfson, Joan Manes, 2012-04-17
No detailed description available for Language of Inequality.
  primary language in nigeria: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2012-02-09 What do
all human languages have in common and in what ways are they different? How can language be
used to trace different peoples and their past? Are certain languages similar because of common
descent or language contact? Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces
readers to the rich diversity of human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and
typology of languages around the world. Linguistic terms and concepts are explained, in the text and
in the glossary, and illustrated with simple, accessible examples. Eighteen language maps and
numerous language family charts enable students to place a language geographically or
genealogically. A supporting website includes additional language maps and sound recordings that
can be used to illustrate the peculiarities of the sound systems of various languages. 'Test yourself'
questions throughout the book make it easier for students to analyze data from unfamiliar
languages.
  primary language in nigeria: Language, Minorities and Human Rights Fernand de Varennes,
2021-09-27 One of the most vexing issues in many of the world's so-called ethnic or minority
conflicts is the question of language use by the State and its citizens. While international and
national law has traditionally viewed language preference to be within a State's prerogative - at least
when involving governmental activities and machinery - this position has proved to be a continuous
source of acrimony and conflict, and wrong in some respects. Language, Minorities, and Human
Rights is the most complete book ever written on the topic, providing for the first time an analysis of
every aspect of language and the law. In addition to presenting a theoretical model for language's
particular position and relevance in human rights, it constitutes an invaluable reference document
by including the provisions of close to 100 international, multilateral and bilateral instruments
involving language rights, as well as the constitutional provisions of 140 countries dealing with
language. By addressing little explored areas such as the language rights of indigenous peoples,
non-citizens and even the use of script, in addition to more traditional topics such as nationalism and
language, freedom of expression and non-discrimination, Language, Minorities and Human Rights
proposes a complete descriptive picture of language and human rights as well as proposing a
number of suggestions on how to address and balance the many problems currently caused by the
linguistic demands of various individuals and the interests of states in nation building.
  primary language in nigeria: Convergence: English and Nigerian Languages Ndimele,
Ozo-mekuri, 2016-02-22 The present volume, which is the 5th in the Nigerian Linguists Festschrift
Series, is devoted to Professor Munzali A. Jibril, a celebrated icon in university administration, and
an erudite Professor of English Linguistics. The title of this special edition was specifically chosen to
crown Professor Jibril’s academic prowess in both English and indigenous Nigerian languages, and
to mark and laud his official departure from active university lectureship. 72 assessed papers are
included from the many submitted. Papers cover the main theme of the volume, i.e. the interaction
between English and indigenous Nigerian languages, and there are a number of papers on other
secular areas of linguistics such as: language and history, language planning and policy, language
documentation, language engineering, lexicography, translation, gender studies, language
acquisition, language teaching and learning, pragmatics, discourse and conversational analysis, and
literature in English and African languages. There is also a rich section devoted to the major
‘traditional’ fields of linguistics - phonology, morphology, syntax and semantics.
  primary language in nigeria: Language Documentation and Endangerment in Africa James
Essegbey, Brent Henderson, Fiona Mc Laughlin, 2015-10-15 This volume brings together a number
of important perspectives on language documentation and endangerment in Africa from an
international cohort of scholars with vast experience in the field. Offering insights from rural and
urban settings throughout the continent, these essays consider topics that range from the
development of a writing system to ideologies of language endangerment, from working with
displaced communities to the role of colonial languages in reshaping African repertoires, and from



the insights of archeology to the challenges of language documentation as a doctoral project. The
authors are concerned with both theoretical and practical aspects of language documentation as
they address the ways in which the African context both differs from and resembles contexts of
endangerment elsewhere in the world. This volume will be useful to fieldworkers and documentalists
who work in Africa and beyond.
  primary language in nigeria: English language guide for travelers , 2025-08-27
  primary language in nigeria: The Humanities and the Dynamics of African Culture in
the 21st Century John Ayotunde Isola Bewaji, Kenneth W. Harrow, Eunice E. Omonzejie,
2017-05-11 That Africa is at a crossroads in an increasingly globalised world is indisputable. Equally
unassailable is the fact that the humanities, as a broad field of intellection, research and learning in
Africa, appears to have been pigeonholed in debates of relevance in the development aspirations of
many African nations. Historical experiences and contemporary research outputs indicate, however,
that the humanities, in its various shades, is critical to Africa’s capacity to respond effectively to
such problems as security, corruption, political ineptitude, poverty, superstition, and HIV/AIDS,
among many other mounting challenges which confront the people of Africa. The vibrancy and
resilience of Africa’s cultures, against these and other odds of globalisation episodes in the course of
our history, demand the focused attention of academia to exploit their relevance to contemporary
issues. This collection provides a comprehensive overview of issues in the humanities at the turn of
the 21st century, which create a veritable platform for the global redefinition and understanding of
Africa’s rich cultures and traditions. Such areas covered include ruminations in metaphysics and
psychology, pathos and ethos, cinematic and literary connections, and historical conceptualisations.
  primary language in nigeria: An Introduction to Language and Linguistics Ralph Fasold,
Jeffrey Connor-Linton, 2006-03-06 This accessible textbook is the only introduction to linguistics in
which each chapter is written by an expert who teaches courses on that topic, ensuring balanced
and uniformly excellent coverage of the full range of modern linguistics. Assuming no prior
knowledge the text offers a clear introduction to the traditional topics of structural linguistics
(theories of sound, form, meaning, and language change), and in addition provides full coverage of
contextual linguistics, including separate chapters on discourse, dialect variation, language and
culture, and the politics of language. There are also up-to-date separate chapters on language and
the brain, computational linguistics, writing, child language acquisition, and second-language
learning. The breadth of the textbook makes it ideal for introductory courses on language and
linguistics offered by departments of English, sociology, anthropology, and communications, as well
as by linguistics departments.
  primary language in nigeria: AF Press Clips , 1991
  primary language in nigeria: Data-Rich Linguistics Oluseye Adesola, Akinbiyi Akinlabi,
Olanike Ola Orie, 2018-10-09 This collection was compiled by an international group of scholars in
recognition of Professor Yiwola Awoyale’s contributions to African language and linguistic studies.
Based at University of Pennsylvania, Professor Awoyale is particularly celebrated as a great field
linguist, who pays special attention to data and data documentation. This edited volume presents
current research on topics concerning the syntax, semantics, phonology, applied- and
socio-linguistics of African languages, providing a state-of-the-art account of contemporary issues in
African linguistics today.
  primary language in nigeria: Nigeria's Native Language Modernization in Specialized
Domains for National Development Kọ́lá Owólabí, 2006
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