what religion do palestine practice

What Religion Do Palestine Practice? Exploring Faith and Beliefs in Palestine

what religion do palestine practice is a question that often arises for those curious about the cultural
and religious landscape of this historically rich region. Palestine, a territory with deep historical roots in
the Middle East, is home to diverse religious communities, but predominantly, Islam plays a central
role in the spiritual and everyday lives of its people. Understanding the religious practices in Palestine
means delving into the nuances of faith traditions, historical influences, and cultural identities that

shape the region.

The Predominant Religion in Palestine: Islam

When exploring what religion do Palestine practice, Islam clearly stands out as the dominant faith. The
vast majority of Palestinians identify as Muslim, primarily following Sunni Islam. This majority
influences not only the religious life but also the cultural, social, and political spheres throughout the

region.

Sunni Islam: Core Beliefs and Practices

Sunni Islam is characterized by its adherence to the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad and the
Quran, which is the holy book of Islam. In Palestine, Sunni Muslims observe the Five Pillars of Islam,

which include:

¢ Shahada: The declaration of faith, professing that there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is

His messenger.



Salah: Performing the five daily prayers facing Mecca.

Zakat: Giving alms or charity to those in need.

Sawm: Fasting during the holy month of Ramadan.

Hajj: The pilgrimage to Mecca, which every Muslim must undertake at least once in their lifetime

if able.

These practices are deeply embedded in Palestinian society, influencing daily routines, festivities, and

communal gatherings.

Christianity in Palestine: A Significant Minority

Although Islam is the dominant religion, Palestine is also home to a vibrant Christian minority.
Palestinian Christians have a long history in the region, dating back to the earliest days of Christianity.
They primarily belong to various denominations, including Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and

Protestant churches.

The Role of Christianity in Palestinian Culture

Christian Palestinians contribute significantly to the cultural mosaic of the region. Many Christian
communities live in cities such as Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Ramallah. For these communities,
religious traditions are celebrated with unique customs and festivals, including Christmas and Easter,

which are observed with great reverence.

Christian Palestinians also play important roles in education, social services, and political activism.



Despite their minority status, they maintain a strong presence in Palestinian society and have

historically been advocates for peace and coexistence.

Religious Diversity and Coexistence in Palestine

Understanding what religion do Palestine practice also involves recognizing the coexistence of different
faiths within the same geographic area. Though the majority are Sunni Muslims, the presence of

Christians and smaller religious groups contributes to a complex religious tapestry.

Other Religious Communities

Beyond Islam and Christianity, there are small numbers of other religious groups in Palestine, including
Samaritans and Druze. These communities, while small, enrich the cultural and religious diversity of

the region.

Shared Holy Sites and Interfaith Significance

Palestine holds immense religious significance for multiple faiths. Jerusalem, in particular, is a city
sacred to Muslims, Christians, and Jews alike. Sites such as the Al-Agsa Mosque, the Church of the

Holy Sepulchre, and the Western Wall are focal points for religious pilgrimage and worship.

This convergence of faiths often fosters interfaith dialogue and cooperation, despite political
challenges. The shared reverence for these holy places highlights the region’s unique position as a

spiritual crossroads.



Religious Practices and Traditions in Palestinian Daily Life

Religion in Palestine is not just a matter of belief but a way of life. From daily prayers to religious

festivals, faith permeates many aspects of Palestinian culture.

Festivals and Religious Holidays

Both Muslim and Christian Palestinians observe their religious holidays with enthusiasm and communal
participation. For Muslims, Ramadan is a particularly sacred time marked by fasting, nightly prayers
(Taraweeh), and community iftars (breaking of the fast). Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha are also widely

celebrated with family gatherings, special meals, and charitable giving.
Christian Palestinians celebrate Christmas and Easter with church services, processions, and festive

meals. These occasions often bring the wider Palestinian community together, reflecting a spirit of

shared cultural heritage.

Religious Education and Institutions

Religious education plays a vital role in Palestinian society. Many children attend Islamic schools
(madrasas) or Christian schools, where they receive instruction not only in secular subjects but also in
religious teachings. Mosques and churches often serve as community centers, providing spiritual

guidance, social support, and educational opportunities.

The Impact of Religion on Palestinian Identity and Politics

Religion in Palestine is deeply intertwined with identity and political life. The shared Islamic faith



among most Palestinians forms a significant part of national identity, especially in the context of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. At the same time, Palestinian Christians also assert their religious and

cultural identity as part of the broader Palestinian people.

Religion and Nationalism

For many Palestinians, Islam is not just a personal faith but a source of collective strength and
resilience. Religious leaders often play a role in encouraging unity and perseverance during times of
conflict. However, Palestinian nationalism tends to emphasize inclusivity, recognizing the contributions

of all religious groups in the struggle for self-determination.

Religious Leaders and Social Influence

Imams, priests, and other religious figures hold respected positions in Palestinian communities. They
often serve as mediators, educators, and advocates for social justice. Their influence extends beyond

religious rituals to issues such as human rights, community development, and peacebuilding.

Exploring the Rich Spiritual Heritage of Palestine

When we ask what religion do Palestine practice, we uncover a story of faith that is rich, complex, and
deeply rooted in history. Islam, as the predominant religion, shapes much of the cultural and spiritual
life, while the Christian minority adds layers of diversity and heritage. Together, these faith traditions

create a vibrant mosaic that continues to evolve amid the challenges and hopes of the region.

Understanding the religious practices in Palestine offers valuable insights into the daily lives of its
people, their values, and the profound ways in which faith intersects with identity, culture, and politics.

Whether through the call to prayer echoing across ancient cities or the solemn processions of Easter,



religion remains a living, breathing part of Palestine’s enduring legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the predominant religion practiced in Palestine?

The predominant religion practiced in Palestine is Islam, with the majority of Palestinians being Sunni

Muslims.

Are there other religions practiced in Palestine besides Islam?

Yes, besides Islam, there are minority communities of Christians and smaller groups of Samaritans

living in Palestine.

What percentage of Palestinians identify as Muslim?

Approximately 93% to 97% of Palestinians identify as Muslim, primarily Sunni Muslims.

Where are most Palestinian Christians located?

Most Palestinian Christians are concentrated in cities like Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Ramallah.

What branches of Christianity are practiced by Palestinians?
Palestinian Christians belong to various denominations, including Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic
(Latin), and Protestant churches.

Is there religious freedom in Palestine?

Palestine generally allows religious freedom, with Muslims, Christians, and other religious groups

practicing their faiths, although political and social tensions can affect religious communities.



What is the significance of religion in Palestinian culture?

Religion plays a significant role in Palestinian culture, influencing social customs, traditions, and

community life.

Do Palestinians observe Islamic religious holidays?

Yes, Palestinian Muslims observe Islamic religious holidays such as Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr, and Eid al-

Adha widely across the region.

Are there any unique religious practices among Palestinians?

Palestinians have unique local customs and religious traditions, blending Islamic, Christian, and

regional cultural practices in their religious observances.

Additional Resources

**Understanding Religious Practices in Palestine: A Comprehensive Overview**

what religion do palestine practice is a question that invites a detailed exploration of the region’s
complex cultural and religious landscape. Palestine, a historic and geopolitically significant area in the
Middle East, is home to a diverse population where religion plays a central role in shaping community
identity, social norms, and political dynamics. To fully grasp the religious practices in Palestine, it is
essential to delve into historical context, demographic data, and the contemporary religious

environment.

Religious Landscape of Palestine

Palestine’s religious composition is predominantly Muslim, but it also includes significant Christian and

smaller Samaritan communities. The dominant religion practiced by Palestinians is Islam, primarily



Sunni Islam. This is reflective of broader trends in the Middle East, where Sunni Islam is the majority

sect in most Arab countries.

However, Palestine’s religious tapestry is not monolithic. The coexistence of Muslims and Christians,
along with other minority religious groups, has historically contributed to a rich cultural and religious
diversity. This variety is evident in the religious architecture, festivals, and community practices

observed throughout cities like Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Ramallah, and Gaza.

Islam as the Predominant Religion

Islam is the faith practiced by approximately 93% of Palestinians. The majority follow Sunni Islam,
adhering to the traditions and jurisprudence that guide everyday life, religious observances, and
community governance. Islamic practices deeply influence Palestinian society, from the call to prayer

echoing through towns to the observance of Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr, and Eid al-Adha.

Mosques serve not only as places of worship but also as centers for education and social gathering.
Prominent mosques such as Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem hold significant religious and political

importance, symbolizing Palestinian identity and Islamic heritage.

The role of Islam in Palestine transcends mere religious observance; it is intertwined with national
identity and resistance narratives amid the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Various Islamic
movements and political entities, including Hamas, draw on religious principles to mobilize support and

articulate their objectives.

Christianity in Palestine: Historical and Contemporary Context

Christian Palestinians make up roughly 1-2% of the population, though exact figures vary due to
migration and demographic shifts. Christianity in Palestine has ancient roots, with the region being

central to the origins of the faith. Bethlehem, the traditional birthplace of Jesus Christ, and Jerusalem,



significant in Christian theology, are key religious sites attracting pilgrims worldwide.

The Christian community in Palestine primarily belongs to several denominations, including Greek
Orthodox, Roman Catholic (Latin), and various Protestant churches. Despite their minority status,
Palestinian Christians have historically played a prominent role in education, culture, and political

activism.

In recent decades, the Christian population has experienced decline due to emigration caused by
economic hardship, political instability, and conflict. Nevertheless, Christian Palestinians continue to
contribute to the social fabric and maintain religious traditions through churches, schools, and cultural

institutions.

Other Religious Minorities

Apart from Islam and Christianity, Palestine is home to smaller religious groups, including the
Samaritans, an ancient ethnoreligious community with a unique interpretation of the Torah. The
Samaritans reside primarily near Nablus and number only a few hundred individuals, making their

community one of the smallest religious minorities in the region.

Additionally, there are small numbers of Druze and Bahé[li adherents, though these groups are more
prominent in neighboring countries. The presence of these minorities adds further layers to the

religious mosaic of Palestine.

Religious Practices and Cultural Impact

The practice of religion in Palestine is not confined to personal belief but is deeply woven into cultural
customs, social behavior, and political life. Religious festivals and rituals mark the calendar and

influence the rhythm of daily life.



¢ Islamic Festivals: Ramadan and Eid celebrations are widely observed with communal prayers,

feasting, and charitable giving, reinforcing community bonds.

¢ Christian Celebrations: Christmas and Easter are celebrated with religious ceremonies and public

events, especially in cities with notable Christian populations like Bethlehem.

* Pilgrimage: Religious pilgrimage to sacred sites such as Al-Agsa Mosque, the Church of the
Nativity, and the Dome of the Rock remains a vital practice, attracting both local worshippers

and international visitors.

Religious identity in Palestine often intersects with ethnic and national identity, influencing political
affiliations and social cohesion. Religious leaders frequently play key roles in community leadership,

education, and humanitarian efforts.

Interfaith Relations and Challenges

The religious diversity in Palestine has historically fostered periods of coexistence and interfaith
dialogue, yet it has also been challenged by external conflicts and internal tensions. The Israeli-
Palestinian conflict has complicated religious dynamics, with contested holy sites and demographic

changes influencing intercommunal relations.

While many Palestinians emphasize peaceful coexistence and shared cultural heritage, the political
context sometimes exacerbates sectarian divides. However, numerous initiatives by civil society

organizations aim to promote interfaith understanding and cooperation.



Comparative Perspective: Religion in Palestine versus

Neighboring Regions

When analyzing what religion do Palestine practice in comparison to neighboring countries such as

Jordan, Lebanon, and Israel, some parallels and distinctions emerge:
¢ Jordan: Predominantly Sunni Muslim with a Christian minority, similar to Palestine, but with a
more stable demographic balance and less political-religious tension.

¢ Lebanon: Characterized by a more evenly distributed religious population including significant

Muslim (Sunni and Shia) and Christian communities, with a complex sectarian political system.

o Israel: A Jewish-majority state with significant Muslim, Christian, and Druze minorities, where

religion is also deeply tied to national identity but under different political circumstances.

Palestine’s religious context is unique due to its status as a territory under political conflict and

occupation, which profoundly affects religious expression and community life.

Religious Freedom and Human Rights Considerations

Issues related to religious freedom in Palestine are often intertwined with the broader Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. While the Palestinian Authority generally upholds the rights of religious minorities,
restrictions imposed by occupation, such as movement limitations and access to holy sites, impact

religious practices.

International human rights organizations have documented challenges faced by Palestinians in



exercising their religious rights, including difficulties reaching worship places and the politicization of
religious spaces. These factors contribute to a complex environment where religion remains both a

source of resilience and tension.

Impact on Social and Political Life

Religion in Palestine influences political discourse and social structures. Islamic political movements,
Christian political activism, and interfaith coalitions all play roles in shaping Palestinian society. The

religious dimension is inseparable from issues of identity, resistance, and aspirations for statehood.

Religious education, media, and community leadership continue to mold public opinion and mobilize

populations, highlighting the enduring significance of faith in the Palestinian context.

In examining what religion do Palestine practice, it becomes clear that Islam holds the predominant
position, complemented by a historically significant Christian presence and smaller minority groups.
The religious practices and identities of Palestinians are deeply embedded in cultural traditions and

political realities, reflecting a complex and dynamic interplay of faith, history, and national identity.

What Religion Do Palestine Practice
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response to shifting conditions of occupation, peace negotiations, and the fragmentation of
Palestinian life. Lybarger personally witnessed the tragic days of the first intifada, the subsequent
Oslo Peace Process and its failures, and the new escalation of violence with the second intifada in
2000. He rejects the simplistic notion that Palestinians inevitably fall into one of two camps:
pragmatists who are willing to accept territorial compromise, and extremists who reject compromise
in favor of armed struggle. Listening carefully to Palestinians themselves, he reveals that the
conflicts evident among the Islamists and secular nationalists are mirrored by the internal struggles
and divided loyalties of individual Palestinians. Identity and Religion in Palestine is the first book of
its kind in English to capture so faithfully the rich diversity of voices from this troubled part of the
world. Lybarger provides vital insights into the complex social dynamics through which Islamism has
reshaped what it means to be Palestinian.

what religion do palestine practice: Palestine and the Palestinians Samih K. Farsoun,
2018-05-04 Palestine and the Palestinians is a sweeping social, economic, ideological, and political
history of the Palestinian people, from antiquity to the Road Map to Peace. This second edition is
thoroughly revised and updated, including entirely new chapters on the most current issues
confronting Palestine today, including: Palestinians in Israel; the Oslo Accords and the Second
Intifada; Palestinian refugees and the right to return; Jerusalem; the diplomatic peace process and
two-state/single-state solutions.

what religion do palestine practice: A History of Modern Palestine Ilan Pappe, 2006-07-24
Ilan Pappe's book traces the history of Palestine from the Ottomans in the nineteenth century,
through the British Mandate, the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948, and the subsequent
wars and conflicts which have dominated this troubled region. The second edition of Pappe's book
has been updated to include the dramatic events of the 1990s and the early twenty-first century.
These years, which began with a sense of optimism, as the Oslo peace accord was being negotiated,
culminated in the second intifada and the increase of militancy on both sides. Pappe explains the
reasons for the failure of Oslo and the two-state solution, and reflects upon life thereafter as the
Palestinians and Israelis battle it out under the shadow of the wall of separation. As in the first
edition, it is the men, women and children of Palestine who are at the centre of Pappe's narrative.

what religion do palestine practice: Palestinians Born in Exile Juliane Hammer, 2009-08-17
In the decade following the 1993 Oslo Peace Accords, some 100,000 diasporic Palestinians returned
to the West Bank and Gaza. Among them were children and young adults who were born in exile and
whose sense of Palestinian identity was shaped not by lived experience but rather through the
transmission and re-creation of memories, images, and history. As a result, returning to the
homeland that had never actually been their home presented challenges and disappointments for
these young Palestinians, who found their lifeways and values sometimes at odds with those of their
new neighbors in the West Bank and Gaza. This original ethnography records the experiences of
Palestinians born in exile who have emigrated to the Palestinian homeland. Juliane Hammer
interviews young adults between the ages of 16 and 35 to learn how their Palestinian identity has
been affected by living in various Arab countries or the United States and then moving to the West
Bank and Gaza. Their responses underscore how much the experience of living outside of Palestine
has become integral to the Palestinian national character, even as Palestinians maintain an
overwhelming sense of belonging to one another as a people.

what religion do palestine practice: Language and Identity in the Israel-Palestine
Conflict Camelia Suleiman, 2011-09-30 The conflict between Israel and Palestine is, and remains to
be, one of the most widely- and passionately-debated issues in the Middle East and in the field of
international politics. An important part of this conflict is the dimension of self-perception of both
Israelis and Palestinians caught up in its midst. Here, Camelia Suleiman, using her background in
linguistic analysis, examines the interplay of language and identity, feminism and nationalism, and
how the concepts of spatial and temporal boundaries affect self-perception. She does this through
interviews with peace activists from a variety of backgrounds: Palestinians with Israeli citizenship,
Jewish Israelis, as well as Palestinians from Ramallah, officially holders of Jordanian passports. By



emphasizing the importance of these levels of official identity, Suleiman explores how
self-perception is influenced, negotiated and manifested, and how place of birth and residence play a
major role in this conflict. This book therefore holds vital first-hand analysis of the conflict and its
impact upon both Israelis and Palestinians, making it crucial for anyone involved in Middle East
Studies, Conflict Studies and International Relations.

what religion do palestine practice: Palestine's Christians and the Nationalist Cause Erik
Freas, 2024-12-23 This book provides an historical overview of Palestine’s Christian communities
and their role in the Palestinian nationalist movement during the late Ottoman and British
mandatory periods. More than being a history of Palestine’s Christian Arabs, the book focuses on
Palestine’s Christians during the formative period of Palestinian Arab national identity, attentive to
the broader topic of the relationship between nationalism and religion—in this case, between Arab
identity and Islam. Whereas until recently historians have tended to assume that national and
religious identities are distinct and mostly mutually exclusive things, more recent scholarship has
addressed the fact that often there exists considerable overlap between the two, though it should be
noted, often in ways that are not by any means inherently exclusive of those not belonging to the
majority faith, as is the case here. The relationship is also an ever-changing one, hence the final
chapter of the book, which functions as something of an epilogue regarding the current status of
Palestine’s Christians vis-a-vis their place in the nationalist cause and relationship with the broader
Muslim population. The book will be of interest to historians and scholars focused on the modern
Middle East, Palestinian history, Muslim-Christian inter-communal relations, and the relationship
between nationalism and religion.

what religion do palestine practice: Religion, Secularism, and Political Belonging
Leerom Medovoi, Elizabeth Bentley, 2021-03-08 Working in four scholarly teams focused on
different global regions—North America, the European Union, the Middle East, and China—the
contributors to Religion, Secularism, and Political Belonging examine how new political worlds
intersect with locally specific articulations of religion and secularism. The chapters address many
topics, including the changing relationship between Islam and politics in Tunisia after the 2010
revolution, the influence of religion on the sharp turn to the political right in Western Europe,
understandings of Confucianism as a form of secularism, and the alliance between evangelical
Christians and neoliberal business elites in the United States since the 1970s. This volume also
provides a methodological template for how humanities scholars around the world can
collaboratively engage with sweeping issues of global significance. Contributors. Markus Balkenhol,
Elizabeth Bentley, Kambiz GhaneaBassiri, David N. Gibbs, Ori Goldberg, Marcia Klotz, Zeynep
Kurtulus Korkman, Leerom Medovoi, Eva Midden, Mohanad Mustafa, Mu-chou Poo, Shaul Setter,
John Vignaux Smith, Pooyan Tamimi Arab, Ernst van den Hemel, Albert Welter, Francis Ching-Wah
Yip, Raef Zreik

what religion do palestine practice: The Israel-Palestine Conflict James L. Gelvin,
2014-01-20 Now entering its third edition, James L. Gelvin's award-winning account of the conflict
between Israelis and their forebears, on the one hand, and Palestinians and theirs, on the other,
offers a compelling, accessible and current introduction for students and general readers. Newly
updated to take into account the effects of the 2010-11 Arab uprisings on the conflict and the
recognition of Palestinian statehood by the United Nations, the book traces the struggle from the
emergence of nationalism among the Jews of Europe and the Arab inhabitants of Ottoman Palestine
through the present, exploring the external pressures and internal logic that have propelled it.
Placing events in Palestine within the framework of global history, The Israel-Palestine Conflict: One
Hundred Years of War skilfully interweaves biographical sketches, eyewitness accounts, poetry,
fiction, and official documentation into its narrative.

what religion do palestine practice: Inter-religious Practices and Saint Veneration in the
Muslim World Michel Boivin, Manoél Pénicaud, 2023-10-13 Inter-religious Practices and Saint
Veneration in the Muslim World studies the immortal saint Khidr/Khizr, a mysterious prophet and
popular multi-religious figure and Sufi master venerated across the Muslim world. Focusing on the



religious figure of Khidr/Khizr and the practice of religion from Middle East to South Asia, the
chapters offer a multi-disciplinary analysis. The book addresses the plurality in the interpretation of
Khizr and underlines the unique character of the figure, whose main characteristics are kept by
Muslims, Christians, Hindus and Sikhs. Chapters examine vernacular Islamic piety and
intercommunal religious practices and highlight the multiples ways through which Khidr/Khizr
allows a conversation between different religious cultures. Furthermore, Khidr/Khizr is a most
significant case study for deciphering the complex dialectic between the universal and the local. The
contributors also argue that Khidr/Khizr played a leading role in the process of translating a
religious tradition into the other, in incorporating him through an association with other sacred
characters. Bringing together the different worship practices in countries with a very different
cultural and religious background, the study includes research from the Balkans to the Punjabs in
Pakistan and in India. It will be of interest to researchers in History, Anthropology, Sociology,
Comparative Religious Studies, History of Religion, Islamic Studies, Middle Eastern Studies, South
Asian Studies and Southeast European Studies.

what religion do palestine practice: Palestinian Chicago Loren D. Lybarger, 2020-07-07 A
free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org. Chicago is
home to one of the largest, most politically active Palestinian immigrant communities in the United
States. For decades, secular nationalism held sway as the dominant political ideology, but since the
1990s its structures have weakened and Islamic institutions have gained strength. Drawing on
extensive fieldwork and interview data, Palestinian Chicago charts the origins of these changes and
the multiple effects they have had on identity across religious, political, class, gender, and
generational lines. The perspectives that emerge through this rich ethnography challenge prevailing
understandings of secularity and religion, offering critical insight into current debates about
immigration and national belonging.

what religion do palestine practice: Palestinian Islamic Jihad Erik Skare, 2021-07-15
Founded in 1981, Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PI]) is one of the most important yet least understood
Palestinian armed factions, both in terms of its history and ideology. Yet no in-depth translation of its
ideological corpus exists. This book is the first to provide a comprehensive account of the ideology of
PIJ in the movement's own words. Based on the author's extensive fieldwork and archival research in
the occupied Palestinian territories and Lebanon, the book comprises the PIJ's written texts
produced since 1979, translated here into English for the first time. In addition to the primary texts,
the book includes expert commentary from the author for each source to help explain the context
and the broader significance of the documents. The key contention of the book is that although PIJ
employs Islamic signifiers and symbolism, its ideology is strikingly similar to the anti-colonialism of
the PLO in the 1960s, and in stark contrast to Hamas. A comprehensive resource on the PIJ, it
covers: - PIJ beliefs about the Palestinian problem - what type of Islamism the PI] espouses - how the
PIJ regards Shiites and Iran - how it can be understood as an Islamist organization - what it envisions
for Palestinian society in the future This is the only sourcebook available on the PIJ.

what religion do palestine practice: Women on the March , 1973

what religion do palestine practice: The Federation of Palestinian and Hebrew Nations
Abraham Weizfeld, 2018-11-07 This work focuses on the political philosophy and the constitutional
transformation of the contradiction between two major nations in one land, namely Palestine-Israel.
While the notion of the Nation-State has permeated the Levant since the 1917 British crusade into
Jerusalem, the organic demographic actuality of the country’s population is incompatible with the
dominance of one nation in one land, with the subsequent degeneration into the series of war crimes
that began in 1947. To move away from this conception of a Zionist State requires another
methodology that offers an alternative to the domination of one nation by another that is rationalized
by the myths of nation-building promoted by the Nationalist school of thought. With an approach
that is inter-national, in the root meaning of the term, this book fuses the Jewish Bundist concept of
National-Cultural Autonomy with the process of constituent assemblies as an expression of the
parallel civil societies that become an organic social construction codified in a federal constitution.



By avoiding the notion of the Nation-State, this exit may then be named “the No-State Solution”.

what religion do palestine practice: A Palestinian Theology of Liberation Ateek, Naim
Stifan, 2017-10-12

what religion do palestine practice: Country Reports on Human Rights Practices , 2000

what religion do palestine practice: Freedom of Religion and Belief Kevin Boyle, C. Kevin
Boyle, Juliet Sheen, 1997 Note from the editors

what religion do palestine practice: The Cambridge Guide to Jewish History, Religion, and
Culture Judith R. Baskin, Kenneth Seeskin, 2010-07-12 The Cambridge Guide to Jewish History,
Religion, and Culture is a comprehensive and engaging overview of Jewish life, from its origins in
the ancient Near East to its impact on contemporary popular culture. The twenty-one essays,
arranged historically and thematically, and written specially for this volume by leading scholars,
examine the development of Judaism and the evolution of Jewish history and culture over many
centuries and in a range of locales. They emphasize the ongoing diversity and creativity of the
Jewish experience. Unlike previous anthologies, which concentrate on elite groups and expressions
of a male-oriented rabbinic culture, this volume also includes the range of experiences of ordinary
people and looks at the lives and achievements of women in every place and era. The many
illustrations, maps, timeline, and glossary of important terms enhance this book's accessibility to
students and general readers.

what religion do palestine practice: Palestinian Women Fatma Kassem, 2013-07-04
Palestinian Women is the first book to examine and document the experiences and the historical
narrative of ordinary Palestinian women who witnessed the events of 1948 and became involuntary
citizens of the State of Israel. Told in their own words, the women's experiences serve as a window
for examining the complex intersections of gender, nationalism and citizenship in a situation of
ongoing violent political conflict. Known in Palestinian discourse as the 'Nakbeh', or the
'Catastrophe’, these events of 60 years ago still have a powerful resonance in contemporary
Palestinian-Jewish relations in the State of Israel and in the act of narrating these stories, the author
argues that the realm of memory is a site of commemoration and resistance.

what religion do palestine practice: Palestine , 1917

what religion do palestine practice: Breaking Cycles of Violence in Israel and Palestine
Franke Wilmer, 2021-02-02 Victimization narratives arise out of the experience of historical and
ongoing injury, and often intersect or, in part, constitute identity narratives. Unless transformed
through reconciliation, these narratives can be used by political leaders to mobilize and perpetuate
violence. Victimization narratives are grounded in lived experiences, whether by contemporary
generations or passed on from one generation to another as a historical narrative about the prior
experience of victimization. Therefore, cycles of violence cannot be ended sustainably unless those
narratives are transformed; and first, narratives of victimization and cycles of violence must be
disrupted. This is the work of many peace activists in Israel and Palestine whose relationships are
built on empathic engagement. This book reviews theories of empathy across a broad range of
scholarly work. It then applies a framework of political psychology to understand the role of empathy
in the accounts of peace activists whose identities as victims were transformed by their empathic
engagement. It includes a chapter providing historical background, and concludes with a
consideration of alternative futures for the Israeli and Palestinian people and communities.
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