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The Yacoubian Building Alaa Al Aswany: A Literary Window into Modern Egypt

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany is more than just the title of a novel; it
represents a powerful exploration of contemporary Egyptian society through the lens of a
single, iconic building in downtown Cairo. Written by Alaa Al Aswany, this book has
captivated readers globally with its vivid portrayal of the complexities, contradictions, and
struggles that define Egypt’s urban life. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the novel’s
significance, its author, the themes it explores, and why it continues to resonate with
readers and scholars alike.

Understanding the Context: The Yacoubian
Building and Its Author

Alaa Al Aswany, an Egyptian novelist and dentist, published The Yacoubian Building in
2002. The novel quickly became a bestseller, not only in Egypt but across the Arab world
and internationally. It is set in a real building located on Talaat Harb Street in Cairo,
which was once a symbol of modernity and cosmopolitan life in the early 20th century.
Over time, the building and the city around it have witnessed immense social and political
changes, making the setting the perfect microcosm for Egyptian society.

Who is Alaa Al Aswany?

Alaa Al Aswany is renowned for his sharp social commentary and ability to weave complex
narratives that tackle taboo subjects. Unlike many writers who focus on romanticized or
historical depictions of Egypt, Al Aswany delves into the raw realities of life — corruption,
class struggles, political repression, and the clash between tradition and modernity. His
background as a dentist and his personal experiences in Cairo give him a unique
perspective that enriches his storytelling.

The Real Yacoubian Building

The Yacoubian Building itself is a real place, constructed in the 1930s and named after an
Armenian-Egyptian businessman, Hagop Yacoubian. Originally a prestigious residence for
Cairo’s elite, the building’s history mirrors the city’s evolution — from colonial influences
to nationalist movements, and eventually to the socio-economic challenges of
contemporary Egypt. The novel uses this setting to explore various social classes and
political ideologies, making the building a character in its own right.



Exploring the Themes of The Yacoubian Building
Alaa Al Aswany

One of the reasons the novel remains relevant is its rich tapestry of themes. Al Aswany
doesn’t shy away from controversial topics, which makes the story both gripping and
thought-provoking.

Social Stratification and Class Conflict

The Yacoubian Building houses a diverse group of residents, each representing different
social strata. From wealthy businessmen and government officials to poor workers and
marginalized individuals, the novel paints a vivid picture of Egypt’s class divisions.
Through their interactions, Al Aswany critiques the widening economic gap and the
limitations imposed by social status.

Corruption and Political Repression

Set against the backdrop of Hosni Mubarak’s Egypt, the novel exposes the corruption
endemic within the political system. Characters face bribery, censorship, and abuse of
power, reflecting the frustration many Egyptians felt during this era. Al Aswany’s
portrayal offers insight into the mechanisms of authoritarian control and the subtle forms
of resistance that exist within society.

Sexuality and Taboo Subjects

One of the groundbreaking aspects of The Yacoubian Building is its candid treatment of
sexuality, including homosexuality, which is often considered taboo in Egyptian culture. By
humanizing characters who struggle with their identities, the novel challenges social
stigmas and sparks conversations about personal freedom and societal norms.

Tradition vs. Modernity

The clash between Egypt’s deep-rooted traditions and the forces of modernity is a
recurring theme. Characters grapple with changing gender roles, religious expectations,
and the allure of Western values. This tension reveals the complexities of cultural identity
in a rapidly evolving society.

Why The Yacoubian Building Alaa Al Aswany



Continues to Resonate

The novel’s enduring popularity lies in its universal appeal and its ability to connect with
readers on multiple levels.

A Mirror to Society

By focusing on a single building, Al Aswany effectively captures the broad spectrum of
Egyptian life. Readers see the hopes, dreams, and frustrations of ordinary people, making
the story relatable beyond its cultural context. This microcosmic approach invites readers
to reflect on their own societies and the structures that shape human experience.

Accessible and Engaging Narrative

Despite tackling complex issues, the novel remains accessible thanks to Al Aswany’s
straightforward yet evocative prose. The multiple storylines intertwine seamlessly,
keeping readers engaged while encouraging them to think critically about the world
around them.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The success of the book led to a popular Egyptian film adaptation in 2006 and a television
series, further amplifying its influence. These adaptations helped spark public discussions
on the subjects raised by the novel, contributing to its status as a cultural landmark in
modern Arab literature.

Tips for Readers Diving into The Yacoubian
Building Alaa Al Aswany

If you're planning to read this novel, here are some helpful pointers to enhance your
experience:

e Understand the historical context: Familiarity with Egypt’s political and social
climate in the late 20th century will deepen your appreciation of the novel’s themes.

e Pay attention to characters’ backgrounds: Each resident’s story is layered with
symbolism and social commentary; noticing these nuances enriches the narrative.

¢ Reflect on the social issues: Use the novel as a springboard to explore broader
topics like class disparity, censorship, and personal freedoms.



¢ Explore related works: Reading other Arabic literature or works by Alaa Al Aswany
can provide further insight into the region’s cultural landscape.

Legacy of The Yacoubian Building in
Contemporary Literature

Since its publication, The Yacoubian Building has inspired a new wave of Arabic writers
who dare to challenge societal taboos and explore controversial subjects. Alaa Al Aswany’s
success opened doors for discussions about censorship, gender, and political corruption in
literature, encouraging a more open and critical dialogue within the Arab literary world.

Moreover, the novel’s international reach has helped introduce readers worldwide to the
complexities of Egyptian society beyond stereotypical portrayals. It serves as a reminder
that literature can be a powerful tool for social change, empathy, and cultural exchange.

The Yacoubian Building Alaa Al Aswany is not just a story about a building — it is a vivid
portrait of a society in flux, an unflinching critique of power, and a compassionate look at
human struggles. Whether you are interested in Middle Eastern culture, social justice, or
simply well-crafted storytelling, this novel offers a rich and rewarding experience that
lingers long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Yacoubian Building' by Alaa Al Aswany
about?

"The Yacoubian Building' is a novel by Alaa Al Aswany that explores the lives of residents
in a once-grand Cairo apartment building, reflecting social and political issues in modern

Egypt.

Who is Alaa Al Aswany, the author of 'The Yacoubian
Building'?

Alaa Al Aswany is an Egyptian writer and dentist, known for his critical and insightful
portrayal of Egyptian society, with 'The Yacoubian Building' being his most famous work.

Why is 'The Yacoubian Building' considered significant
in Egyptian literature?

The novel is significant because it candidly addresses corruption, class disparity, and
political repression in Egypt, topics that were rarely explored openly in Egyptian literature
before its publication.



Has 'The Yacoubian Building' been adapted into other
media?

Yes, 'The Yacoubian Building' was adapted into a popular Egyptian film in 2006 and later
into a television series, both receiving critical acclaim for their portrayal of the novel's
themes.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Yacoubian
Building'?

The novel explores themes such as social inequality, political corruption, sexual
repression, and the clash between tradition and modernity in Egyptian society.

How does Alaa Al Aswany depict Cairo in 'The Yacoubian
Building'?
Alaa Al Aswany depicts Cairo as a microcosm of Egyptian society, showcasing diverse

characters from different social classes living within the Yacoubian Building, highlighting
social tensions and cultural shifts.

What impact did 'The Yacoubian Building' have on
Egyptian society and politics?

‘The Yacoubian Building' sparked public discussions on taboo subjects like government
corruption and homosexuality, contributing to greater awareness and dialogue about
social issues in Egypt.

Additional Resources
The Yacoubian Building: A Literary Mirror of Egyptian Society by Alaa Al Aswany

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany stands as a seminal work in contemporary
Egyptian literature, weaving a compelling narrative that exposes the intricate social,
political, and cultural fabrics of modern Cairo. Authored by Alaa Al Aswany, this novel has
transcended its literary boundaries to become a crucial commentary on the realities of
Egyptian urban life, class stratification, and the quest for identity amidst societal
constraints. The Yacoubian Building, both as a physical edifice and a literary symbol,
offers readers an incisive look into the complexities of Egypt’s evolving social landscape.

In-depth Analysis of The Yacoubian Building by
Alaa Al Aswany

Alaa Al Aswany’s The Yacoubian Building is more than just a story set within a historic
Cairo apartment block; it is an exploration of the multifaceted nature of Egyptian society.



The novel intricately portrays the lives of diverse characters living under the same roof,
each representing different socio-economic backgrounds, ideologies, and personal
struggles. This microcosm of Egyptian society becomes a powerful lens through which
readers can examine issues such as corruption, political repression, religious extremism,
and the persistent gap between wealth and poverty.

The narrative unfolds within the iconic Yacoubian Building, a real structure located in
downtown Cairo, which was once a symbol of cosmopolitan elegance but by the time of the
novel’s setting has become a site of social decay and moral ambiguity. Al Aswany draws
heavily on the building’s historical and architectural significance to ground his story, using
it as a metaphor for the deterioration of Egypt’s social and political ideals. The author’s
background as a dentist and a writer gives him a unique perspective, blending clinical
observation with empathetic storytelling.

Characterization and Social Commentary

One of the novel’s strengths lies in its diverse cast of characters, each meticulously crafted
to reflect various segments of Egyptian society. From Taha, the ambitious but oppressed
son of the building’s doorman, to Zaki Bey, the aging aristocrat grappling with his fading
relevance, the characters collectively embody the tensions between tradition and
modernity. The inclusion of characters such as Hatim Rasheed, an openly gay newspaper
editor, and Buthayna, a young woman caught in the throes of conservative societal
expectations, adds layers of complexity to the narrative.

Through these characters, Al Aswany critiques social stratification and the lack of mobility
within Egypt’s rigid class system. The novel also delves into the role of gender and
sexuality, topics often considered taboo in Egyptian discourse, thereby challenging
prevailing norms. The portrayal of corruption and abuse of power, particularly through
government officials and security forces, is unflinching, highlighting the systemic issues
that hinder progress and justice.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

The Yacoubian Building is rich in thematic content, with themes of hope, despair, freedom,
and repression interwoven throughout the text. The building itself symbolizes the state of
Egypt: once grand, now crumbling and inhabited by individuals struggling to maintain
their dignity. The juxtaposition of the building’s faded glory against the vibrant yet
troubled lives of its residents serves as a powerful metaphor for the nation’s
contradictions.

Religion and politics play a critical role in the novel, reflecting the complex interplay
between faith, ideology, and governance in Egypt. Al Aswany does not shy away from
depicting the rise of Islamist extremism and its impact on personal freedoms, offering a
nuanced examination rather than simplistic condemnation. This approach has contributed
to the novel’s resonance both within Egypt and internationally.



Impact and Reception of The Yacoubian Building

Since its publication in 2002, The Yacoubian Building has garnered significant attention,
both critically and commercially. It quickly became one of the best-selling Arabic novels,
translating into multiple languages and inspiring adaptations in film and television. The
novel’s success can be attributed to its candid portrayal of societal issues that many
readers found familiar yet rarely discussed openly.

Critics have praised Alaa Al Aswany’s ability to blend realism with engaging storytelling,
effectively using the novel as a platform for social critique. However, some have noted that
certain characters verge on archetypal, and the narrative occasionally sacrifices depth for
breadth in covering a wide array of social topics. Nonetheless, the novel remains a pivotal
work for understanding contemporary Egyptian literature and society.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

The novel’s adaptation into a 2006 Egyptian film further amplified its influence. Directed
by Marwan Hamed, the movie brought the Yacoubian Building’s stories to a broader
audience, visually capturing the atmosphere of downtown Cairo and the interpersonal
dynamics depicted in the book. The film sparked renewed discussions about the themes of
the novel, particularly regarding censorship and freedom of expression in Egypt’s media
landscape.

Beyond entertainment, The Yacoubian Building has been utilized in academic circles to
explore Middle Eastern studies, urban sociology, and political science. Its multifaceted
narrative provides a rich case study for examining the intersections of literature and socio-
political realities.

LSI Keywords Integration: Social Stratification,
Egyptian Literature, Urban Cairo, Political
Corruption, Religious Extremism

A crucial aspect of the novel’s enduring relevance lies in its unvarnished depiction of
social stratification within urban Cairo. The Yacoubian Building alaa al aswany captures
the stark differences between the affluent tenants and the working-class residents,
providing insight into the challenges faced by marginalized groups. This focus on social
hierarchy aligns with broader themes in Egyptian literature that question the status quo
and advocate for societal reform.

Political corruption, another central theme, is portrayed through the interactions between
characters and state institutions, reflecting widespread public dissatisfaction with
governance. Al Aswany’s narrative does not merely indict individuals but sheds light on
systemic issues, making it a significant contribution to political discourse in the Arab
world.



Religious extremism also features prominently, illustrating how ideological rigidity can
stifle personal freedoms and exacerbate social tensions. The novel’s balanced approach to
this sensitive topic has made it a reference point in discussions about the role of religion
in public life in Egypt.

Pros and Cons of The Yacoubian Building as a Socio-
political Novel

e Pros: Offers a comprehensive social panorama of Egypt; addresses taboo topics like
sexuality and corruption; compelling character development; stimulates critical
discourse.

e Cons: Some characters lack complexity; certain plotlines may feel didactic;
occasional narrative pacing issues due to the breadth of themes.

The novel’s ability to provoke thought and dialogue outweighs its narrative shortcomings,
making it an essential read for those interested in Egyptian culture, politics, and social
dynamics.

The Yacoubian Building by Alaa Al Aswany remains a landmark in Arabic literature,
bridging fiction and social reality. Its enduring appeal lies in its honest portrayal of life in
Cairo, capturing the hopes and frustrations of a society in transition. As Egypt continues
to navigate its complex path, the novel offers both a historical snapshot and an ongoing
conversation about identity, power, and change.

The Yacoubian Building Alaa Al Aswany
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the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: the yacoubian building ‘Ala’ Aswani, 2004 The
Yacoubian Building holds all that Egypt was and has become over the 75 years since its namesake
was built on one of downtown Cairo's main boulevards. From the pious son of the building's
doorkeeper and the raucous, impoverished squatters on its roof, via the tattered aristocrat and the
gay intellectual in its apartments, to the ruthless businessman whose stores occupy its ground floor,
each sharply etched character embodies a facet of modern Egypt -- where political corruption,
ill-gotten wealth, and religious hypocrisy are natural allies, where the arrogance and defensiveness
of the powerful find expression in the exploitation of the weak, where youthful idealism can turn
quickly to extremism, and where an older, less violent vision of society may yet prevail. Alaa Al
Aswany's novel caused an unprecedented stir when it was first published in 2002 and has remained
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the world's best selling novel in the Arabic language since.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Yacoubian Building Alaa Al Aswany, 2014-05-09 The
Yacoubian Building holds all that Egypt was and has become over the 75 years since its namesake
was built on one of downtown Cairos main boulevards. From the pious son of the buildings
doorkeeper and the raucous, impoverished squatters on its roof, via the tattered aristocrat and the
gay intellectual in its apartments, to the ruthless businessman whose stores occupy its ground floor,
each sharply etched character embodies a facet of modern Egyptone where political corruption,
ill-gotten wealth, and religious hypocrisy are natural allies, where the arrogance and defensiveness
of the powerful find expression in the exploitation of the weak, where youthful idealism can turn
quickly to extremism, and where an older, less violent vision of society may yet prevail. Alaa Al
Aswanys novel caused an unprecedented stir when it was first published in 2002 and has remained
the worlds best selling novel in the Arabic language since.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Chicago Alaa Al Aswany, 2024-04-16 The author of
the highly acclaimed The Yacoubian Building returns with a story of love, sex, friendship, hatred,
and ambition set in Chicago, with a cast of American and Arab characters achingly human in their
desires and needs. Egyptian and American lives collide on a college campus in post-9/11 Chicago,
and crises of identity abound in this extraordinary and eagerly anticipated new novel from Alaa Al
Aswany. Among the players are a sixties-style anti-establishment professor whose relationship with a
younger African-American woman becomes a moving target for intolerance; a veiled PhD candidate
whose belief in the principles of her traditional upbringing is shaken by her exposure to American
society; an émigré whose fervent desire to embrace his American identity is tested when he is faced
with the issue of his daughter's honor; an Egyptian informant who spouts religious doctrines while
hankering after money and power; and a dissident student poet who comes to America to finance his
literary aspirations but whose experience in Chicago turns out to be more than he bargained for.
Populated by a cast of intriguing, true-to-life characters, Chicago offers an illuminating portrait of
America—a complex, often contradictory land in which triumph and failure, opportunity and
oppression, licentiousness and tender love, small dramas and big dreams, coexist. Beautifully
rendered, Chicago is a powerfully engrossing novel of culture and individuality from one of the most
original voices in contemporary world literature.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: The Yacoubian building ,

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Friendly Fire Alaa Al Aswany, 2024-04-16 Friendly
Fire, the first collection of short stories from Alaa Al Aswany, acclaimed author of Chicago and The
Yacoubian Building, deftly explores the lives of contemporary Egyptians. Here are stories of
generational conflict, corruption, repression, infidelity, and the dangerous clashing of western and
Arab ideals, all beautifully rendered by Al Aswany, a true modern master and one of Egypt's most
exciting literary exports ( Minneapolis Star Tribune).

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Friendly Fire ‘Ala’ al- Aswani, ‘Ala’ Aswani,
Humphrey Davies, 2009 A novella and collection of short stories from Alaa Al Aswany, author of the
bestselling The Yacoubian Building. As in that novel, Al Aswany dissects modern Egyptian society
and reveals with skill and detachment the hypocrisy, violence and abuse of power characteristic of a
world in moral crisis. Here, though, the focus has shifted from the broad historical canvas to the
minute stitches of pain that hold together an individual, a family, a school classroom, or the
relationship between a man and a woman. Can a man so alienated from his society that he regards
all its members as no better than microbes wriggling under a microscope survive within it? Can
cynical religiosity triumph over human decency? Can a man put the thought of a delicious dish of
beans behind him long enough to mourn his father's death? Readers will find again the vivid,
passionate characters of today's Cairo, clamouring to be heard.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Samia Mehrez, 2010-01-01 A look at some of the
raging debates in the arts in Egypt

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: The Work of Literature Derek Attridge, 2015 The
Work of Literature presents a fresh approach to the question of the value of literature, posing and




responding to questions about the way we read and write about literature, its value to individuals
and society, how it is best approached by readers and critics, and how it retains its power to give
pleasure over decades and centuries.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Study Guide Supersummary, 2020-01-24
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study
guides for challenging works of literature. This 57-page guide for The Yacoubian Building by Alaa Al
Aswany includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 2 chapters, as well as several
more in-depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on
major characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Hidden Lives and Wealth
Inequality.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Postcolonial Audiences Bethan Benwell, James
Procter, Gemma Robinson, 2012-03-12 Without readers and audiences, viewers and consumers, the
postcolonial would be literally unthinkable. And yet, postcolonial critics have historically neglected
the modes of reception and consumption that make up the politics, and pleasures of meaning-making
during and after empire. Thus, while recent criticism and theory has made large claims for reading;
as an ethical act; as a means of establishing collective, quasi-political consciousness; as
identification with difference; as a mode of resistance; and as an impulsion to the public imagination,
the reader in postcolonial literary studies persists as a shadowy figure. This collection answers the
now pressing need for a distinctively postcolonial take on the rapidly expanding area of reader and
reception studies. Written by some of the top scholars in the field, these essays reveal readers and
reception to be varied and profoundly unstable subjects that challenge many of our assumptions and
preconceptions of the postcolonial - from the notion of reading as national fellowship to the demands
of an ethics of reading.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Reading the Riot Act Rupa Huq MP, 2018-02-02
This lively collection presents a multi-disciplinary, multi-perspectival commentary explaining the
what, where, and how of the riots that the austerity-hit UK experienced during the long, hot summer
of 2011. It looks beyond London and its Tottenham district where disturbances started, to locations
such as Manchester and Birmingham. Parallels are drawn with Cairo during the period of the Arab
spring, and even with the Star Wars saga. The book locates the riots in historical context by looking
at the previous UK riots of 1981 and 2001, looking at how news cycles and concepts such as that of
‘moral panic’ have changed in the age of social networking. It is essential reading for anyone
interested in contemporary debates in social policy, media studies, anthropology sociology, cultural
studies, and human geography. This book was originally published as a special issue of the Journal
for Cultural Research.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Media Literacy Art Silverblatt, Donald C. Miller, Julie
Smith, Nikole Brown, 2014-05-30 Covering print, photography, film, radio, television, and new
media, this textbook instructs readers on how to take a critical approach to media and interpret the
information overload that is disseminated via mass communication. This fourth edition of Keys to
Interpreting Media Messages supplies a critical and qualitative approach to media literacy analysis.
Now updated with conceptual changes, current examples, updated references, and coverage of new
developments in media— particularly in digital, interactive forms—this book addresses all forms of
information disseminated via mass communication. Organized into three sections, the book first
presents a theoretical framework for the critical analysis of media text that covers the definition of
media literacy as well as fundamental principles and concepts. Part II focuses on the application of
this methodological framework to the analysis of advertising, journalism, American political
communications, and interactive media. Part III considers specific mass media issues, such as
violence in the media, media and children, and global communications, and discusses outcomes of
having a media-literate population.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Egypt's Culture Wars Samia Mehrez, 2008-04 This
ground-breaking work presents original research on cultural politics and battles in Egypt at the turn
of the twenty first century. It deconstructs the boundaries between ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture drawing



on conceptual tools in cultural studies, translation studies and gender studies to analyze debates in
the fields of literature, cinema, mass media and the plastic arts. Anchored in the Egyptian historical
and social contexts and inspired by the influential work of Pierre Bourdieu, it rigorously places these
debates and battles within the larger framework of a set of questions about the relationship between
the cultural and political fields in Egypt.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: The Automobile Club of Egypt Alaa Al Aswany,
2015-08-18 In British-occupied Egypt, on the eve of the 1952 revolution, respected landowner Abd
el-Aziz Gaafar has fallen on hard times. Bankrupt, he moves his family to Cairo and takes a menial
job at the Automobile Club, a luxurious lodge for its European members, where Egyptians appear
only as fearful servants. When Abd el-Aziz’s pride gets the better of him and he stands up for
himself, he is subjected to a corporal punishment that ultimately kills him—leaving two of his sons
obliged to work in the Club. As the nation teeters on the brink of change, both servants and masters
are subsumed by social upheaval, and the Egyptians of the Automobile Club face a choice: to live
safely but without dignity as servants, or to risk everything and fight for their rights. Exuberant and
powerfully moving, The Automobile Club of Egypt is an essential work of social criticism from one of
the Arab world’s greatest literary voices.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: A Companion to African Literatures Olakunle
George, 2021-03-22 Rediscover the diversity of modern African literatures with this authoritative
resource edited by a leader in the field How have African literatures unfolded in their rich diversity
in our modern era of decolonization, nationalisms, and extensive transnational movement of
peoples? How have African writers engaged urgent questions regarding race, nation, ethnicity,
gender, and sexuality? And how do African literary genres interrelate with traditional oral forms or
audio-visual and digital media? A Companion to African Literatures addresses these issues and many
more. Consisting of essays by distinguished scholars and emerging leaders in the field, this book
offers rigorous, deeply engaging discussions of African literatures on the continent and in diaspora.
It covers the four main geographical regions (East and Central Africa, North Africa, Southern Africa,
and West Africa), presenting ample material to learn from and think with. A Companion To African
Literatures is divided into five parts. The first four cover different regions of the continent, while the
fifth part considers conceptual issues and newer directions of inquiry. Chapters focus on literatures
in European languages officially used in Africa -- English, French, and Portuguese -- as well as
homegrown African languages: Afrikaans, Amharic, Arabic, Swahili, and Yoruba. With its lineup of
lucid and authoritative analyses, readers will find in A Companion to African Literatures a
distinctive, rewarding academic resource. Perfect for undergraduate and graduate students in
literary studies programs with an African focus, A Companion to African Literatures will also earn a
place in the libraries of teachers, researchers, and professors who wish to strengthen their
background in the study of African literatures.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Insight Guides Egypt (Travel Guide eBook) Insight
Guides, 2020-02-01 Insight Guides Egypt Travel made easy. Ask local experts. Comprehensive travel
guide packed with inspirational photography and fascinating cultural insights. From deciding when
to go, to choosing what to see when you arrive, this guide to Egypt is all you need to plan your
perfect trip, with insider information on must-see, top attractions like the Pyramids of Giza, the Red
Sea and the Thebes Necropolis, and cultural gems like cruising the Nile, discovering Aswan and
exploring the Temple of Karnak. Features of this travel guide to Egypt: - Inspirational colour
photography: discover the best destinations, sights and excursions, and be inspired by stunning
imagery - Historical and cultural insights: immerse yourself in Egypt's rich history and culture, and
learn all about its people, art and traditions - Practical full-colour maps: with every major sight and
listing highlighted, the full-colour maps make on-the-ground navigation easy - Editor's Choice:
uncover the best of Egypt with our pick of the region's top destinations - Key tips and essential
information: packed full of important travel information, from transport and tipping to etiquette and
hours of operation - Covers: Cairo; Giza, Memphis and Saqqgara; the Oases of Egypt's Western
Desert; Middle Egypt; Upper Egypt; Abu Simbel and Nubia; Alexandria; the Suez Canal; the Sinai;




the Red Sea Looking for an easy way to get around? Check out Insight Guides Flexi Map Egypt for a
clear and comprehensive trip around the country. About Insight Guides: Insight Guides is a pioneer
of full-colour guide books, with almost 50 years' experience of publishing high-quality, visual travel
guides with user-friendly, modern design. We produce around 400 full-colour print guide books and
maps, as well as phrase books, picture-packed eBooks and apps to meet different travellers' needs.
Insight Guides' unique combination of beautiful travel photography and focus on history and culture
create a unique visual reference and planning tool to inspire your next adventure.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Cairo Contested Diane Singerman, 2011 This volume
explores the meaning and significance of urban space, and maps the spatial inscription of power on
the mega-city of Cairo.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: 'Anticipating' the 2011 Arab Uprisings R. Sakr,
2013-06-25 This Palgrave Pivot volume explores an exciting range of powerful novels and memoirs
from Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Syria that reveal political geographies of injustice and popular
discontent thus 'anticipating' or imaginatively envisioning as well as participating in some of the
major current upheavals in their particular national contexts.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Modern Arabic Literature Reuven Snir, 2017-06-02
The study of Arabic literature is blossoming. This book provides a comprehensive theoretical
framework to help research this highly prolific and diverse production of contemporary literary
texts. Based on the achievements of historical poetics, in particular those of Russian formalism and
its theoretical legacy, this framework offers flexible, transparent, and unbiased tools to understand
the relevant contexts within the literary system. The aim is to enhance our understanding of Arabic
literature, throw light on areas of literary production that traditionally have been neglected, and
stimulate others to take up the fascinating challenge of mapping out and exploring them.

the yacoubian building alaa al aswany: Cairo Claire E. Francy, Lesley Lababidi, 2008-06 The
guide described by The New York Times as indispensable, revised and updated for 2008, fills a vital
niche for expatriates and Cairenes alike who need a helping hand to organize--and enjoy--the
challenges of a sojourn in Cairo. The basics of daily life--finding a flat, transporting personal goods,
investigating school options for children, navigating Egypt's famous bureaucracy, and the intricacies
of feeding and clothing oneself and one's family from the local market--are all detailed here. Advice
gathered from a wide range of Cairo insiders, both native and foreign, gives the reader a cornucopia
of current facts on prices, neighborhoods, product availability, work and business opportunities, and
the dizzying range of cultural and leisure pursuits that Cairo is famous for. The format of this edition
addresses the needs of independently minded tourists as well as residents by the inclusion of: an
A-to-Z directory of goods, services, and interests subdivided by neighborhood; a language section on
the basics of Cairene Arabic; and details on shopping and sightseeing from a resident's perspective.
Cairo: The Practical Guide, now in its sixteenth edition, is the key to deciphering the complexities of
living, working, and enjoying life in one of the world's most exciting and dauntingly complex
mega-cities.
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