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What Is the Walk Two Moons About? Exploring the Heart of Sharon Creech’s Beloved Novel

what is the walk two moons about is a question many readers, educators, and literature enthusiasts

often ask when they first encounter Sharon Creech’s award-winning novel. At its core, the story is a

poignant journey of self-discovery, family, and healing. But there’s so much more beneath the surface,

making it a rich and multi-layered narrative that resonates across ages. Whether you’re a student

diving into this classic for the first time or a curious reader wanting to understand its deeper themes,

this article will guide you through the essence of the book, its characters, and its powerful messages.

Understanding the Plot of Walk Two Moons

The premise of Walk Two Moons centers around a thirteen-year-old girl named Salamanca Tree

Hiddle. The story unfolds as Sal embarks on a road trip with her grandparents from Ohio to Idaho,

retracing the steps of her mother who mysteriously left the family some time earlier. Throughout the

journey, Sal narrates her experiences, thoughts, and memories, weaving in stories about her friend

Phoebe Winterbottom and the strange events happening in her life.

What makes the plot compelling is the dual narrative style. While Sal’s present-day road trip provides

an adventurous and emotional backbone, the flashbacks and stories she tells reveal her inner

struggles, family dynamics, and the mystery surrounding her mother’s departure. This layering creates

a rich tapestry of emotions and themes that captivate readers.

Salamanca’s Journey: More Than Just a Road Trip

On the surface, Sal’s family road trip might seem like a typical summer vacation, but it’s much deeper



than that. The journey is symbolic of her emotional quest to understand loss, love, and identity. As she

travels with her grandparents, Sal reflects on the pain of her mother’s absence and the impact it has

on her life and her father’s.

The road trip also introduces readers to various settings and characters that shape Sal’s worldview.

From small towns to quiet highways, each stop adds a layer to the story, emphasizing themes of

change and acceptance.

Themes Explored in Walk Two Moons

One of the reasons why Walk Two Moons remains a popular read in middle school classrooms and

beyond is its exploration of universal themes that touch the heart.

Grief and Healing

At its core, the novel explores how individuals cope with grief. Sal’s mother leaving is not just a

physical absence; it represents the emotional void left behind. Through Sal’s narration, readers witness

her struggle to reconcile her feelings, understand her mother’s choices, and eventually find peace.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Sal’s journey is also about discovering who she is, especially in the context of her family history. The

book delicately explores how personal identity is shaped by family, experiences, and the stories we tell

ourselves. Readers watch Sal grow from a confused and hurting girl into someone who begins to

accept life’s complexities.



Friendship and Empathy

The relationship between Sal and Phoebe Winterbottom adds a layer of friendship and empathy.

Phoebe’s mysterious troubles and Sal’s willingness to support her highlight the importance of

understanding others, even when their situations seem confusing or difficult.

Characters That Bring the Story to Life

Understanding the characters is essential to grasping what Walk Two Moons is about. Each character

is carefully crafted to reflect different facets of human emotion.

Salamanca Tree Hiddle

Sal is a strong and relatable protagonist. Her voice is honest, witty, and sometimes sarcastic, which

makes her narration engaging. Through her eyes, readers experience the confusion and pain of

adolescence compounded by family struggles.

The Grandparents

Sal’s grandparents provide warmth, humor, and wisdom. Their presence on the trip offers stability and

a connection to Sal’s heritage, reminding readers of the importance of family bonds.

Phoebe Winterbottom

Phoebe’s character serves as a contrast and complement to Sal. While Sal deals with her own internal



loss, Phoebe faces external mysteries and fears. Their friendship brings depth to the story, showing

how different kinds of challenges can affect young people.

Why Walk Two Moons Resonates With Readers

The novel’s enduring popularity can be attributed to its authentic portrayal of complex emotions and

relatable characters. Unlike many young adult books that shy away from difficult topics, Walk Two

Moons embraces them with sensitivity and honesty.

Relatable Emotional Experiences

Whether it’s dealing with the loss of a loved one, navigating friendships, or understanding oneself,

many readers find a piece of their own story in Sal’s journey. This emotional connection makes the

book not only a compelling read but also a comforting companion during challenging times.

Beautiful Writing and Storytelling

Sharon Creech’s writing style is another element that makes the book stand out. Her use of vivid

imagery, humor, and heartfelt prose draws readers in and keeps them engaged. This storytelling

approach makes complex themes accessible and memorable.

Educational Value

Teachers and parents often praise Walk Two Moons for its educational merit. Beyond literary

appreciation, the book encourages discussions about family, culture, grief, and acceptance. It’s an

excellent tool for helping young readers develop empathy and critical thinking.



Tips for Readers: Getting the Most Out of Walk Two Moons

If you’re planning to read Walk Two Moons or are guiding someone through it, here are some tips to

deepen the experience:

Take note of the dual narratives: Pay attention to how the road trip and flashbacks interweave to

reveal the story’s secrets.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how the concepts of loss, identity, and friendship apply to your

own life or the lives of people around you.

Discuss the characters: Talk about the motivations and growth of Sal, her grandparents, and

Phoebe to understand their complexity.

Explore the symbolism: Look for the meaning behind the title, “Walk Two Moons,” and how it

relates to understanding others’ perspectives.

The Significance of the Title: Walk Two Moons

The title itself is a metaphor that ties deeply into the novel’s message. “Walk Two Moons” suggests

the idea of walking in someone else’s shoes, or seeing the world from another person’s point of view.

This concept of empathy is central to Sal’s journey and the relationships she forms throughout the

story.

By encouraging readers to "walk two moons" with others, Creech invites us to appreciate the

complexities behind people’s actions and feelings, reminding us that everyone carries unseen stories

and struggles.



---

Exploring what is the walk two moons about reveals much more than a simple coming-of-age story. It’s

a heartfelt exploration of the human experience, told through the eyes of a young girl grappling with

loss, love, and understanding. Through its memorable characters and rich themes, the novel continues

to inspire readers to embrace empathy and find healing in their own journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Walk Two Moons'?

The main theme of 'Walk Two Moons' is self-discovery and understanding others by walking in their

shoes, highlighting empathy, family, and coping with loss.

Who is the protagonist in 'Walk Two Moons' and what is her journey

about?

The protagonist is Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a thirteen-year-old girl who embarks on a road trip with her

grandparents while reflecting on her mother's disappearance and learning about herself and her family.

What role does the road trip play in 'Walk Two Moons'?

The road trip serves as a physical and emotional journey for Salamanca, allowing her to process her

grief, uncover family secrets, and grow emotionally.

How does 'Walk Two Moons' address the theme of grief and loss?

The novel explores grief and loss through Salamanca’s experience with her mother's departure and

eventual death, showing her struggle to accept and heal.



What is the significance of the title 'Walk Two Moons'?

The title refers to the saying 'Don’t judge a man until you’ve walked two moons in his moccasins,'

emphasizing empathy and understanding others' perspectives.

Are there any important secondary characters in 'Walk Two Moons'?

Yes, important secondary characters include Salamanca’s grandparents, her friend Phoebe

Winterbottom, and her mother, all of whom influence her emotional growth.

What is the narrative style of 'Walk Two Moons'?

The story is told in first-person narrative by Salamanca, blending her present road trip experiences

with flashbacks to her past and stories she hears.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Walk Two Moons'?

Readers learn about empathy, the complexity of human emotions, the importance of family, and how

to cope with change and loss.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Depths: What Is the Walk Two Moons About?**

what is the walk two moons about is a question that invites readers into the world of Sharon Creech’s

critically acclaimed novel, which has captured the imaginations of young readers and literary critics

alike. At its core, the book is a poignant coming-of-age story that intricately weaves themes of loss,

identity, family, and healing. It is a narrative that transcends the conventional boundaries of children’s

literature, offering rich layers that appeal to both younger audiences and adults seeking a profound

exploration of human emotions and relationships.



In-Depth Analysis of What Is the Walk Two Moons About

Sharon Creech’s *Walk Two Moons* follows the journey of Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a thirteen-year-old

girl grappling with the recent disappearance of her mother. The story unfolds as Sal embarks on a

cross-country road trip from Ohio to Idaho with her grandparents, a journey that mirrors her internal

quest for understanding and closure. This physical journey is paralleled by Sal’s narrative of another

story she tells her grandparents about her friend Phoebe Winterbottom, whose own family mysteries

add a complex, interwoven dimension to the novel.

The novel’s title, derived from a Native American proverb advising empathy—“Don’t judge a man until

you’ve walked two moons in his moccasins”—sets the tone for the book’s exploration of perspective

and compassion. Through Sal’s introspective voice, readers gain insight into the multifaceted nature of

grief and the ways in which personal stories connect us to others.

Themes and Symbolism in Walk Two Moons

One of the central themes in *Walk Two Moons* is the process of coping with loss. Sal’s journey is not

just geographical but emotional, as she navigates the pain left by her mother’s absence. The novel

examines how different characters respond to grief, from Sal’s father’s quiet sadness to her

grandparents’ steadfast support. This nuanced portrayal highlights the diverse ways individuals attempt

to heal.

Additionally, the theme of identity is pivotal. Sal’s reflections on her heritage—being part Native

American and part white—add depth to her character and underscore the novel’s attention to cultural

identity and acceptance. The title’s cultural roots also serve as a reminder of the importance of

understanding others’ experiences and backgrounds.

Nature and the changing seasons play symbolic roles throughout the narrative. The journey through

various landscapes reflects the emotional highs and lows Sal endures. This use of setting as a



metaphor enriches the reader’s engagement with Sal’s internal transformation.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Sal’s voice is distinctive and authentic, marked by a blend of humor, candor, and sensitivity. Sharon

Creech employs a first-person narrative that allows readers to intimately experience Sal’s thoughts and

feelings. This approach fosters a strong connection between the protagonist and the audience, making

the story’s emotional beats more impactful.

The dual narrative structure—Sal’s road trip and Phoebe’s mysterious family troubles—adds complexity

and suspense. Phoebe’s story provides a counterpoint and catalyst for Sal’s own revelations,

illustrating how personal narratives can intersect and influence one another.

The novel’s supporting characters, including Sal’s grandparents and Phoebe’s family, are well-

developed and contribute significantly to the story’s emotional texture. Their interactions with Sal

provide insight into themes of love, forgiveness, and resilience.

The Educational Impact and Literary Significance

*Walk Two Moons* has been widely recognized for its literary merit, winning the Newbery Medal in

1995. Its inclusion in educational curricula across the United States attests to its value in teaching

themes such as empathy, cultural diversity, and emotional intelligence. Educators often highlight the

book’s ability to engage reluctant readers through its relatable protagonist and compelling narrative.

The novel’s language is accessible yet richly descriptive, making it suitable for middle-grade readers

while still appealing to older audiences. Its exploration of serious topics like death and mental health in

a sensitive manner helps facilitate important classroom discussions.

Comparatively, *Walk Two Moons* stands out among coming-of-age novels for its blending of mystery,



humor, and heartfelt moments. While many children’s books focus primarily on external adventures,

Creech’s work delves deeply into the psychological and emotional landscapes of adolescence, setting

it apart in the genre.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach

Pros: The novel’s strong character development, layered storytelling, and empathetic themes

encourage readers to reflect on their own experiences and relationships. Its use of a road trip as

a narrative device provides a dynamic structure that maintains engagement throughout the book.

Cons: Some readers might find the intertwined stories and shifts in time challenging to follow

initially. The emotional weight of the subject matter may also be intense for younger or more

sensitive readers.

Why Understanding What Is the Walk Two Moons About

Matters

Understanding what *Walk Two Moons* is about extends beyond simply summarizing the plot. It

involves appreciating the nuanced exploration of human emotions and the ways in which storytelling

serves as a means of connection and healing. The novel invites readers to consider the perspectives

of others, fostering empathy—a quality increasingly vital in today’s diverse and complex society.

In literary discussions, *Walk Two Moons* is often cited as an exemplary model of how children’s

literature can address profound themes without sacrificing narrative engagement. Its success lies in

balancing the innocence of youth with the harsh realities of life, making it a timeless work that



continues to resonate.

For those seeking to explore the novel’s deeper messages, analyzing its symbolism, character arcs,

and thematic interplay offers a rewarding experience. Moreover, the book’s cultural sensitivity and

inclusion of Native American elements contribute to broader conversations about representation and

identity in literature.

The question “what is the walk two moons about” opens the door to a rich narrative that challenges

and comforts, educates and entertains. It stands as a testament to the power of storytelling to

illuminate the human condition, making it a significant work for readers of all ages.
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