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The Outcome of English Civil War: A Turning Point in British History

Outcome of English Civil War was a pivotal moment that shaped the political, social, and religious landscape
of England and beyond. This conflict, which unfolded from 1642 to 1651, was not merely a battle between
armies but a profound struggle over governance, monarchy, and the rights of individuals. Understanding
the outcome of the English Civil War helps us grasp how modern Britain evolved into a constitutional

monarchy and influenced democratic principles worldwide.

The Background of the English Civil War

Before delving into the outcome of the English Civil War, it’s essential to briefly consider what sparked the
conflict. The war was primarily fought between the Royalists (Cavaliers), who supported King Charles I,
and the Parliamentarians (Roundheads), who sought to limit the king’s power. Tensions rose over issues
such as taxation without parliamentary consent, religious freedoms, and the extent of royal authority. These

disputes escalated into armed conflict, fundamentally challenging the absolute power of the monarchy.

The Immediate Political Outcome of the English Civil War

The Trial and Execution of King Charles I

One of the most dramatic outcomes of the English Civil War was the unprecedented trial and execution of
King Charles I in 1649. This event sent shockwaves across Europe, as it was the first time a reigning
monarch was legally tried and executed by his own subjects. The king was charged with treason against
his people for waging war against Parliament. His execution marked the temporary abolition of the

monarchy and the establishment of the Commonwealth of England.

The Rise of the Commonwealth and Oliver Cromwell’s Rule

Following the war, England became a republic known as the Commonwealth under the leadership of
Oliver Cromwell, a key military and political figure. Cromwell’s rule introduced significant changes,
including the dissolution of the House of Lords and the promotion of Puritanical values. His governance,

often described as a military dictatorship, sought to stabilize the nation but also faced opposition and unrest.



Long-Term Social and Religious Consequences

Religious Freedom and Tensions

The outcome of the English Civil War had profound religious implications. The conflict weakened the
Church of England’s dominance and allowed for greater religious diversity, including the rise of various
Protestant sects such as Baptists and Quakers. However, this newfound freedom was not without tension, as
different groups vied for influence, and strict Puritan morality under Cromwell’s regime imposed its own

constraints.

Changes in Social Structure and Power Dynamics

The war also altered the social fabric of England. The traditional power held by the aristocracy was
challenged by the emerging middle class and gentry, who gained more political influence through
Parliament. This shift set the stage for a more balanced distribution of power and greater participation in

governance by non-nobles.

The Restoration and Constitutional Developments

The Return of the Monarchy

Despite the revolutionary changes brought about by the Civil War, the monarchy was eventually restored
in 1660 with King Charles II ascending the throne. This period, known as the Restoration, did not simply
revert England to its pre-war status. Instead, it brought about a new understanding of monarchy’s role,

emphasizing the need for cooperation with Parliament.

The Emergence of Constitutional Monarchy

The outcome of the English Civil War laid the groundwork for constitutional monarchy, where the king
or queen’s powers were limited by laws and balanced by Parliament’s authority. This evolution was
further solidified by later events such as the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and the Bill of Rights 1689, which

enshrined parliamentary sovereignty and individual rights.



Military Innovations and Their Impact

The English Civil War also introduced significant military innovations that influenced future conflicts. The
New Model Army, created by Parliament, was a disciplined and professional force that played a crucial role
in securing victory. This army’s effectiveness demonstrated the importance of meritocracy and organization

in military success, principles that persisted in British military doctrine.

Economic Effects and Changes

The war disrupted traditional economic activities but also accelerated changes in trade and land ownership.
The confiscation of Royalist estates and redistribution of land altered the economic landscape, benefiting
Parliamentarian supporters and contributing to the rise of capitalist enterprises. This shift helped England

transition towards a more modern economy in the decades that followed.

Legacy of the English Civil War Outcome

The outcome of the English Civil War resonates well beyond 17th-century England. It not only redefined
the monarchy-Parliament relationship but also inspired political thinkers such as John Locke, whose ideas
on government and individual rights influenced the Enlightenment and democratic revolutions
worldwide. The war’s legacy is evident in the enduring values of liberty, justice, and constitutional

governance cherished in many modern societies.

Exploring the outcome of the English Civil War reveals how a turbulent period of conflict can lead to
transformative change. The struggle between royal authority and parliamentary power set a precedent for
modern democracy and the rule of law. Today, the echoes of this conflict remind us of the importance of
balancing power, respecting rights, and striving for political stability through dialogue and reform rather

than violence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main outcome of the English Civil War?

The main outcome of the English Civil War was the victory of the Parliamentarians, leading to the trial

and execution of King Charles I and the temporary abolition of the monarchy.



How did the English Civil War affect the monarchy?

The war resulted in the overthrow of King Charles I and the establishment of a Commonwealth under

Oliver Cromwell, effectively ending the monarchy until its restoration in 1660.

What changes occurred in the English government after the Civil War?

After the Civil War, England became a republic known as the Commonwealth, with increased power for

Parliament and the military dictatorship under Oliver Cromwell before the monarchy was restored.

Did the English Civil War influence future political developments?

Yes, the English Civil War set important precedents for constitutional monarchy and parliamentary

sovereignty, influencing the development of modern democratic governance in England and beyond.

‘What was the impact of the English Civil War on religious freedom?

The war led to greater religious tolerance and the rise of various Protestant sects, although some restrictions

remained, and the period was marked by religious conflict and upheaval.

Additional Resources

Outcome of English Civil War: A Detailed Examination of Its Political and Social Impact

outcome of english civil war remains a pivotal moment in British history, marking a significant
transformation in the structure of governance and society. The English Civil War, fought between 1642
and 1651, was not merely a conflict between the Royalists (Cavaliers) and Parliamentarians (Roundheads)
but a profound struggle over authority, religion, and the future direction of the kingdom. Understanding
the outcome of English Civil War requires an exploration of the political upheavals, ideological shifts, and

long-lasting consequences that shaped modern Britain.

Political Repercussions of the English Civil War

The most immediate and visible outcome of the English Civil War was the temporary overthrow of the
monarchy. King Charles I's defeat and subsequent execution in 1649 signified a radical departure from
centuries of monarchical rule. This unprecedented act paved the way for the establishment of the

Commonwealth of England, a republic led by Oliver Cromwell and the Parliamentarian forces.



The Abolition of the Monarchy and the Rise of the Commonwealth

Following the war, the abolition of the monarchy and the House of Lords marked a dramatic constitutional
shift. The English Civil War’s outcome dismantled the traditional hierarchical system where the king held
supreme power. Instead, England experienced a brief period under the Commonwealth, which sought to
govern without a monarch and emphasized parliamentary supremacy. Cromwell’s role as Lord Protector
from 1653 introduced a military dictatorship disguised as a republic, reflecting tensions between

authoritarianism and republican ideals.

The Restoration and Its Implications

Despite the revolutionary changes, the Commonwealth and Protectorate faced considerable challenges,
including political instability and public dissatisfaction. By 1660, the monarchy was restored under King
Charles II, signaling a return to royal authority but with significant limitations. The Restoration
acknowledged the need for a balance of power, influenced by lessons from the civil war. This period set

the stage for constitutional monarchy, where the king’s powers were increasingly checked by Parliament.

Socio-Religious Consequences of the English Civil War

The English Civil War was not solely a political conflict but also deeply intertwined with religious
tensions. The struggle between Anglicanism, Puritanism, and other dissenting sects played a crucial role in

both the war and its aftermath.

Religious Pluralism and Toleration

One of the lasting outcomes of the English Civil War was the emergence of greater religious pluralism.
The Parliamentary victory empowered Puritan factions, whose influence reshaped religious practices and
policies. However, the war also exposed the dangers of religious uniformity imposed by the state, leading to

increased calls for toleration of diverse faiths.

During the Interregnum, various dissenting groups such as Baptists, Quakers, and Independents gained
more freedom to practice their beliefs. While this period did not establish full religious liberty, it laid the
groundwork for future developments in religious tolerance, which became more pronounced after the

Glorious Revolution of 1688.



Impact on the Church of England

The Church of England experienced profound changes as a result of the war. Under the Commonwealth,
episcopacy (the governance of the church by bishops) was abolished, replaced by a Presbyterian system
aligned with Puritan ideals. This restructuring was reversed after the Restoration, but the conflict
irreversibly altered the church’s authority and its relationship with the state. The tension between

Anglicanism and dissenting Protestantism persisted, influencing English religious life for decades.

Economic and Social Transformations

Beyond politics and religion, the outcome of English Civil War also reshaped economic and social structures
in England. Although the war caused destruction and hardship, it accelerated certain developments that

contributed to England’s evolving society.

Land Ownership and the Gentry

The war disrupted traditional landholding patterns, with many Royalist estates confiscated and
redistributed by Parliament. This redistribution enhanced the power and wealth of the gentry class, who
increasingly supported parliamentary governance. The rise of the gentry as a political and economic force

was a significant consequence, fostering a more commercially minded and influential social group.

Urban Growth and Commercial Expansion

The turmoil of the civil war period coincided with the growth of towns and commerce, particularly in
London. The Parliamentary victory reinforced the position of merchants and financiers who backed the
parliamentary cause. This alignment between emerging capitalist interests and political power contributed

to England’s gradual shift toward a more modern economic system.

Legacy and Long-Term Significance

The outcome of English Civil War set in motion a series of constitutional changes that culminated in the
establishment of parliamentary democracy. The conflict challenged the divine right of kings and

introduced the principle that sovereignty ultimately rested with the people’s representatives.



Development of Constitutional Monarchy

Although monarchy was restored in 1660, the English Civil War fundamentally changed the monarchy’s
nature. The Glorious Revolution of 1688, which followed decades later, further limited royal authority and
affirmed parliamentary sovereignty, enshrining principles first contested during the civil war. This paved
the way for the modern British political system, characterized by constitutional monarchy and

parliamentary governance.

Influence on Political Thought

The English Civil War inspired influential political theories advocating liberty, governance limits, and
rights. Thinkers such as John Locke drew upon the conflict’s events to argue for government by consent

and natural rights. These ideas resonated beyond England, influencing democratic movements worldwide.

Social Mobility and Cultural Shifts

The war’s outcome accelerated social mobility by weakening the aristocracy and empowering new social
classes. It also encouraged cultural expressions reflecting evolving values on authority, religion, and
individual rights. The period following the war witnessed increased literacy, political engagement, and

debate, contributing to England’s vibrant intellectual life.

Summary of Key Outcomes

Execution of King Charles I and temporary abolition of the monarchy.

Establishment of the Commonwealth and Oliver Cromwell’s Protectorate.

Restoration of the monarchy with curtailed royal powers.

Religious upheaval leading to greater pluralism and challenges to Anglican dominance.

Redistribution of land and rise of the gentry class.

Growth of parliamentary power and the foundations of constitutional monarchy.

Influence on political philosophy and democratic principles.



The outcome of English Civil War reverberated through British history, shaping the nation’s political
institutions, religious landscape, and social fabric. Its complex legacy underscores the enduring struggle to
balance authority, liberty, and governance—a struggle that continues to inform modern democratic

societies.
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outcome of english civil war: The English Civil War 1640-1649 Martyn Bennett, 2014-05-12
The English Civil War (1642-53) is one of the most crucial periods in British history. Martyn Bennett
introduces the reader to the main debates surrounding the Civil War which continue to be debated
by historians. He considers the repercussions both on government and religion, of Parliament's
failure to secure stability after the Royalist defeat in 1646, and argues that this opened the way for
far more radical reforms. The book deals with the military campaigns in all four nations, placing the
war in its full British and Irish context.

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil War Peter Gaunt, 2014-05-09 Sir, God hath
taken away your eldest son by a cannon shot. It brake his leg. We were necessitated to have it cut
off, whereof he died.' In one of the most famous and moving letters of the Civil War, Oliver Cromwell
told his brother-in-law that on 2 July 1644 Parliament had won an emphatic victory over a Royalist
army commanded by King Charles I's nephew, Prince Rupert, on rolling moorland west of York. But
that battle, Marston Moor, had also slain his own nephew, the recipient's firstborn. In this vividly
narrated history of the deadly conflict that engulfed the nation during the 1640s, Peter Gaunt shows
that, with the exception of World War I, the death-rate was higher than any other contest in which
Britain has participated. Numerous towns and villages were garrisoned, attacked, damaged or
wrecked. The landscape was profoundly altered. Yet amidst all the blood and killing, the fighting was
also a catalyst for profound social change and innovation. Charting major battles, raids and
engagements, the author uses rich contemporary accounts to explore the life-changing experience of
war for those involved, whether musketeers at Cheriton, dragoons at Edgehill or Cromwell's
disciplined Ironsides at Naseby (1645).

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil War Nick Lipscombe, 2020-09-17 'The English
Civil War is a joy to behold, a thing of beauty... this will be the civil war atlas against which all others
will judged and the battle maps in particular will quickly become the benchmark for all future civil
war maps.' - Professor Martyn Bennett, Department of History, Languages and Global Studies,
Nottingham Trent University The English Civil Wars (1638-51) comprised the deadliest conflict ever
fought on British soil, in which brother took up arms against brother, father fought against son, and
towns, cities and villages fortified themselves in the cause of Royalists or Parliamentarians. Although
much historical attention has focused on the events in England and the key battles of Edgehill,
Marston Moor and Naseby, this was a conflict that engulfed the entirety of the Three Kingdoms and
led to a trial and execution that profoundly shaped the British monarchy and Parliament. This
beautifully presented atlas tells the whole story of Britain's revolutionary civil war, from the earliest
skirmishes of the Bishops' Wars in 1639-40 through to 1651, when Charles II's defeat at Worcester
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crushed the Royalist cause, leading to a decade of Stuart exile. Each map is supported by a detailed
text, providing a complete explanation of the complex and fluctuating conflict that ultimately meant
that the Crown would always be answerable to Parliament.

outcome of english civil war: Decisive Battles of the English Civil War Malcolm Wanklyn,
2006-10-19 In this stimulating and original investigation of the decisive battles ofthe English Civil
War, Malcolm Wanklyn reassesses what actually happened on the battlefield and as a result sheds
new light on the causes of the eventual defeat of Charles I. Taking each major battle in turn -
Edgehill, Newbury I, Cheriton, Marston Moor, Newbury II, Naseby, and Preston - he looks critically
at contemporary accounts and at historians' narratives, explores the surviving battlegrounds and
retells the story of each battle from a new perspective. His lucid, closely argued analysis questions
traditional assumptions about each battle and the course of the war itself.

outcome of english civil war: The Impact of the English Civil War on the Economy of
London, 1642-50 Ben Coates, 2017-03-02 When the English Civil War broke out, London’s
economy was diverse and dynamic, closely connected through commercial networks with the rest of
England and with Europe, Asia and North America. As such it was uniquely vulnerable to hostile acts
by supporters of the king, both those at large in the country and those within the capital. Yet despite
numerous difficulties, the capital remained the economic powerhouse of the nation and was arguably
the single most important element in Parliament’s eventual victory. For London’s wealth enabled
Parliament to take up arms in 1642 and sustained it through the difficult first year and a half of the
war, without which Parliament’s ultimate victory would not have been possible. In this book the
various sectors of London’s economy are examined and compared, as the war progressed. It also
looks closely at the impact of war on the major pillars of the London economy, namely London’s role
in external and internal trade, and manufacturing in London. The impact of the increasing burden of
taxation on the capital is another key area that is studied and which yields surprising conclusions.
The Civil War caused a major economic crisis in the capital, not only because of the interrelationship
between its economy and that of the rest of England, but also because of its function as the hub of
the social and economic networks of the kingdom and of the rest of the world. The crisis was
managed, however, and one of the strengths of this study is its revelation of the means by which the
city’s government sought to understand and ameliorate the unique economic circumstances which
afflicted it.

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil Wars Blair Worden, 2009-11-19 A brilliant
appraisal of the Civil War and its long-term consequences, by an acclaimed historian. The political
upheaval of the mid-seventeenth century has no parallel in English history. Other events have
changed the occupancy and the powers of the throne, but the conflict of 1640-60 was more
dramatic: the monarchy and the House of Lords were abolished, to be replaced by a republic and
military rule. In this wonderfully readable account, Blair Worden explores the events of this period
and their origins - the war between King and Parliament, the execution of Charles I, Cromwell's rule
and the Restoration - while aiming to reveal something more elusive: the motivations of
contemporaries on both sides and the concerns of later generations.

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil War John Adamson, 2008-12-16 John Adamson
provides a new synthesis of current research on the political crisis that engulfed England in the
1640s. Drawing on new archival findings and challenging current orthodoxies, these essays by
leading historians offer a variety of original perspectives, locating English events firmly within a
'three kingdoms' context.

outcome of english civil war: English Civil War Kelly Mass, 2024-01-16 The English Civil
War (1642-1651) was a series of conflicts and political struggles between Parliamentarians
(Roundheads) and Royalists (Cavaliers) in England, with wider ramifications across Scotland and
Ireland. The primary issues at stake were England's governance and matters of religious freedom.[2]
The war consisted of three phases, with the first (1642-1646) and second (1648-1649) wars fought
between supporters of King Charles I and the Long Parliament, while the third (1649-1651) saw
battles between supporters of King Charles II and the Rump Parliament. The Scottish Covenanters




and Irish Confederates also played significant roles. Ultimately, the Parliamentarians emerged
victorious after the Battle of Worcester on 3 September 1651. The unique aspect of these civil wars
was that they were not solely about determining who would rule, but also concerned the governance
of the entire British Isles, including England, Scotland, and Ireland. The outcomes included the trial
and execution of Charles I in 1649, the exile of his son Charles II in 1651, and the establishment of
the Commonwealth of England under the personal rule of Oliver Cromwell from 1653 (as the
Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland) and briefly his son Richard (1658-1659). The
Church of England's monopoly on worship was ended in England, and the victors in Ireland
consolidated the Protestant Ascendancy. Additionally, the wars set the precedent that an English
monarch cannot govern without Parliament's consent, a concept further enshrined with
Parliamentary sovereignty during the Glorious Revolution in 1688.

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil Wars 1642-1651 Peter Gaunt, 2014-06-06 The
period 1642-1651, one of the most turbulent in the history of mainland Britian, saw the country torn
by civil wars. Focusing on the English and Welsh wars this book examines the causes, course and
consequences of the conflicts. While offering a concise military account that assesses the wars in
their national, regional and local contexts, Dr Gaunt provides a full appraisal of the severity of the
wars and the true extent of the impact on civilian life, highlighting areas of continued historical
debate. The personal experiences and biographies of key players are also included in this
comprehensive and fascinating account.

outcome of english civil war: Remembering the English Civil Wars Lloyd Bowen, Mark
Stoyle, 2021-10-17 Remembering the English Civil Wars is the first collection of essays to explore
how the bloody struggle which took place between the supporters of king and parliament during the
1640s was viewed in retrospect. The English Civil Wars were perhaps the most calamitous series of
conflicts in the country’s recorded history. Over the past twenty years there has been a surge of
interest in the way that the Civil Wars were remembered by the men, women and children who were
unfortunate enough to live through them. The essays brought together in this book not only provide
a clear and accessible introduction to this fast-developing field of study but also bring together the
voices of a diverse group of scholars who are working at its cutting edge. Through the investigation
of a broad, but closely interrelated, range of topics - including elite, popular, urban and local
memories of the wars, as well as the relationships between civil war memory and ceremony, material
culture and concepts of space and place - the essays contained in this volume demonstrate, with
exceptional vividness and clarity, how the people of England and Wales continued to be haunted by
the ghosts of the mid-century conflict throughout the decades which followed. The book will be
essential reading for all students of the English Civil Wars, Stuart Britain and the history of memory.

outcome of english civil war: Blood Echoes of English Civil War Pasquale De Marco,
2025-08-08 In the tumultuous years of the 17th century, England was engulfed in a bitter civil war
that would forever alter the course of its history. Blood Echoes of English Civil War delves into this
pivotal conflict, shedding light on the deep-rooted tensions, clashing ideologies, and profound
consequences that shaped this era. This comprehensive and captivating book takes readers on a
journey through the labyrinthine twists and turns of the English Civil War. From the initial
skirmishes to the final battles, readers will witness the rise and fall of powerful figures, the shifting
alliances, and the relentless struggle for power that defined this turbulent period. More than just a
chronicle of military campaigns, Blood Echoes of English Civil War explores the underlying causes of
the conflict, delving into the religious disputes, political grievances, and social divisions that fueled
the flames of war. It examines the ideological battle between the Royalists, staunch supporters of
the monarchy, and the Parliamentarians, who fought for greater liberties and a voice in governance.
The book vividly portrays the human cost of the war, the suffering endured by ordinary people
caught in the crossfire, and the devastation wrought upon the land. It highlights the resilience of the
human spirit, the unwavering determination of those who fought for their beliefs, and the profound
impact the war had on the social and political fabric of England. Blood Echoes of English Civil War is
a masterful blend of historical narrative and insightful analysis. It is a gripping account of a defining



moment in English history, a conflict that left an enduring legacy on the nation's identity,
institutions, and values. This book is an essential read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of
this pivotal chapter in British history. If you like this book, write a review!

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil Wars in the Literary Imagination Claude
J. Summers, Ted-Larry Pebworth, 1999

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil Wars Patrick Little, 2014-07-03 A king
beheaded. A monarchy abolished. And a commoner leading a republic by military rule set in their
place. The wars that tore through the country in the mid-seventeenth century - splitting
government, communities and families alike - were a true watershed in English history. But how,
with Queen Elizabeth I's Golden Age still in living memory, did such a situation arise? Exploring the
period’s political disputes, religious conflicts and military battles, Patrick Little scrutinizes the
nature and practicalities of conducting a civil war on English soil, as well as the experiences and
motivations of key factions and combatants. By assessing how the realities of life in England shaped
the conflict -and were torn apart by it - this wonderfully readable Beginner’s Guide gets to the very
heart of how a people came to kill their king.

outcome of english civil war: The English Civil War James Hobson, 2019-06-30 Fascinating
facts and debunked myths about Catholic vs. Protestant, King vs. Parliament, England vs. Scotland,
Cromwell vs. Ireland, and more. What was life like during the English Civil War? Did the war really
split families apart? Was Charles I just too stupid to be king? Did Cromwell really hate the monarchy
and did Parliament actually ban Christmas? In this witty, straightforward book you'll find fast and
clearly written answers to all your questions about this remarkable period of British history in which
conflicts raged over who should govern England, Ireland, and Scotland—and exactly how they
should go about it. Find out about people’s everyday lives, how they thought and behaved, and how
the Civil War affected them. Learn about the role of women and whether they merely stayed at home
and suffered, and if Cromwell really was always miserable. Bringing to life the tumultuous,
unprecedented period of history that is known as the English Civil War, each chapter of this book,
from the author of Dark Days of Georgian Britain: Rethinking the Regency, presents a controversy in
itself and sets about dispelling commonly held myths, allowing us to more fully understand the time
and place where these world-changing events came to pass.

outcome of english civil war: Sieges of the English Civil Wars John Barratt, 2009-06-25
Sieges determined the course of the English Civil Wars, yet they receive scant attention. In contrast,
the major set-piece battles are repeatedly analyzed and reassessed. As a result our understanding of
the conflict, and of its outcome, is incomplete. John Barratt, in this lucid and perceptive account,
makes the siege the focal point of his study. As well as looking at the theory and practice of siege
warfare and fortification, he considers the often-devastating human impact. Using a selection of
graphic examples, he shows how siege warfare could ruin the lives of the soldiers - and the civilians -
caught up in it.He examines in detail a dozen sieges, using a combination of eyewitness accounts,
other contemporary sources, archaeological surveys, and other modern research. His study provides
a detailed and vivid reconstruction of these often neglected episodes of civil war history.

outcome of english civil war: Horses, People and Parliament in the English Civil War Gavin
Robinson, 2016-04-22 Horses played a major role in the military, economic, social and cultural
history of early-modern England. This book uses the supply of horses to parliamentary armies during
the English Civil War to make two related points. Firstly it shows how control of resources - although
vital to success - is contingent upon a variety of logistical and political considerations. It then
demonstrates how competition for resources and construction of individuals’ identities and
allegiances fed into each other. Resources, such as horses, did not automatically flow out of areas
which were nominally under Parliament’s control. Parliament had to construct administrative
systems and make them work. This was not easy when only a minority of the population actively
supported either side and property rights had to be negotiated, so the success of these negotiations
was never a foregone conclusion. The study also demonstrates how competition for resources and
construction of identities fed into each other. It argues that allegiance was not a fixed underlying



condition, but was something external and changeable. Actions were more important than thoughts
and to secure victory, both sides needed people to do things rather than feel vaguely sympathetic.
Furthermore, identities were not always self-fashioned but could be imposed on people against their
will, making them liable to disarmament, sequestration, fines or imprisonment. More than simply a
book about resources and logistics, this study poses fundamental questions of identity construction,
showing how culture and reality influence each other. Through an exploration of Parliament’s
interaction with local communities and individuals, it reveals fascinating intersections between
military necessity and issues of gender, patriarchy, religion, bureaucracy, nationalism and
allegiance.

outcome of english civil war: Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War David
R. Como, 2018-06-28 Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War charts the way the English
civil war of the 1640s mutated into a revolution, in turn paving the way for the later execution of
King Charles I and the abolition of the monarchy. Focusing on parliament's most militant supporters,
David Como reconstructs the origins and nature of the most radical forms of political and religious
agitation that erupted during the war, tracing the process by which these forms gradually spread
and gained broader acceptance. Drawing on a wide range of manuscript and print sources, the study
situates these developments within a revised narrative of the period, revealing the emergence of
new practices and structures for the conduct of politics. In the process, the book illuminates the
eruption of many of the period's strikingly novel intellectual currents, including assumptions and
practices we today associate with western representative democracy; notions of retained natural
rights, religious toleration, freedom of the press, and freedom from arbitrary imprisonment. The
study also chronicles the way that civil war shattered English protestantism - leaving behind myriad
competing groupings, including congregationalists, baptists, antinomians, and others - while
examining the relationship between this religious fragmentation and political change. It traces the
gradual appearance of openly anti-monarchical, republican sentiment among parliament's
supporters. Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War provides a new history of the English
civil war, enhancing our understanding of the dramatic events of the 1640s, and shedding light on
the long-term political and religious consequences of the conflict.

outcome of english civil war: Literature, Gender and Politics During the English Civil War
Diane Purkiss, 2005-07-14 In this innovative study, Diane Purkiss illuminates the role of gender in
the English Civil War by focusing on ideas of masculinity, rather than on the role of women, which
has hitherto received more attention. Historians have tended to emphasise a model of human action
in the Civil War based on the idea of the human self as rational animal. Purkiss reveals the irrational
ideological forces governing the way seventeenth-century writers understood the state, the
monarchy, the battlefield and the epic hero in relation to contested contemporary ideas of
masculinity. She analyses the writings of Marvell, Waller, Herrick and the Caroline elegists, as well
as in newsbooks and pamphlets, and pays particular attention to Milton's complex responses to the
dilemmas of male identity. This study will appeal to scholars of seventeenth-century literature as
well as those working in intellectual history and the history of gender.

outcome of english civil war: Routledge Library Editions: English Civil War Various
Authors, 2022-08-12 Originally published between 1910 and 1991 the volumes in this set cover a
relatively big subject, especially in the UK and in the area of Early Modern History. They: Provide
coherent introductions to a complex period, with maps in certain volumes adding lucidity Include
broad coverage of social, political and judicial history Cover lesser known battles right through from
1639 to 1660 Include letters from private collections between Charles I and Royalist commanders
and exiles.

outcome of english civil war: Henrietta Maria and the English Civil Wars Michelle White,
2017-09-29 The influence exercised by Queen Henrietta Maria over her husband Charles I during
the English Civil Wars, has long been a subject of interest. To many of her contemporaries,
especially those sympathetic to Parliament, her French origins and Catholic beliefs meant that she
was regarded with great suspicion. Later historians picking up on this, have spent much time




arguing over her political role and the degree to which she could influence the decisions of her
husband. What has not been so thoroughly investigated, however, are issues surrounding the
popular perceptions of the Queen that inspired the plethora of pamphlets, newsbooks and
broadsides. Although most of these documents are polemical propaganda devices that tell us little
about the actual power wielded by Henrietta Maria, they do throw much light on how
contemporaries viewed the King and Queen, and their relationship. The picture created by Charles
and Henrietta's enemies was one of a royal household in patriarchal disorder. The Queen was
characterized as an overly assertive, unduly influential, foreign, Catholic queen consort, whilst
Charles was portrayed as a submissive and weak husband. Such an image had wide political
ramifications, resulting in accusations that Charles was unfit to rule, and thus helping to justify
Parliamentary resistance to the monarch. Because Charles had permitted his Catholic wife to
interfere in state matters he stood accused of threatening the patriarchal order upon which all of
society rested, and of imperilling the Church of England. In this book Michelle White tackles these
dual issues of Henrietta's actual and perceived influence, and how this was portrayed in popular
print by those sympathetic and hostile to her cause. In so doing she presents a vivid portrait of a
strong willed woman who had a profound influence on the course of English history.
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