bright light in the big city

Bright Light in the Big City: Exploring Urban lllumination and Its Impact

bright light in the big city is an undeniable hallmark of urban life. From dazzling neon signs to
towering skyscrapers illuminated against the night sky, these lights create a dynamic and vibrant
atmosphere that defines metropolitan areas worldwide. But beyond their aesthetic appeal, bright
lights in big cities have complex roles and consequences that influence everything from culture and
safety to health and the environment.

In this article, we'll delve into the fascinating world of urban illumination, exploring how bright light in
the big city shapes our experiences, the innovations behind city lighting, and the challenges that
come with keeping cities lit up after dark.

The Role of Bright Light in the Big City

Walking through a bustling city street after sunset, it’s impossible to ignore the glow that surrounds
you. Bright light in the big city serves multiple purposes, both practical and symbolic.

Enhancing Safety and Security

One of the primary reasons cities flood their streets with light is to enhance public safety. Well-lit
streets and public spaces can deter crime by increasing visibility and making it easier for residents
and law enforcement to spot suspicious activities. Streetlights, illuminated crosswalks, and bright
storefronts all contribute to creating an environment where people feel safer walking at night.

Boosting Nighttime Economy

Bright urban lighting also plays a crucial role in the city’s economy. Restaurants, theaters, shops, and
nightlife venues rely on vibrant lighting to attract customers. The glow emanating from storefronts
and entertainment districts invites people to explore and spend time in the city after dark, boosting
local businesses and creating a lively social scene.

Expressing Identity and Culture

Cities often use light as a form of cultural expression. Think of Times Square in New York, Shibuya
Crossing in Tokyo, or the illuminated skyline of Dubai. These bright lights are more than just
illumination; they are part of the city’s identity, offering a unique visual experience that can draw
tourists and locals alike. Light festivals and artistic light installations have become increasingly
popular ways for cities to showcase creativity and community spirit.



Innovations Behind Urban Lighting

Maintaining bright light in the big city requires cutting-edge technology and thoughtful urban
planning. The evolution from traditional street lamps to smart lighting systems is transforming how
cities approach illumination.

Energy-Efficient LED Lighting

Many cities are replacing older incandescent or sodium vapor lamps with LED technology. LEDs
consume significantly less energy, last longer, and offer better brightness control. This shift helps
reduce electricity costs and the environmental footprint of urban lighting without sacrificing the
vibrancy of city lights.

Smart Lighting Systems

The integration of sensors and 10T (Internet of Things) devices has led to the rise of smart streetlights.
These systems can adjust brightness based on real-time conditions—dimming when streets are empty
to save energy or brightening during peak hours or emergencies. Some smart lighting setups even
respond to weather conditions or pedestrian movement, making city lighting more adaptive and
efficient.

Architectural and Decorative Lighting

Advances in lighting design allow for more creative use of bright light in the big city. Buildings can be
lit dynamically, changing colors or patterns for special events or holidays. This adds an artistic layer
to the urban landscape, making the cityscape a living canvas that shifts with time and occasion.

The Challenges of Bright Light in Urban Environments

While bright light in the big city brings many benefits, it also introduces several challenges that urban
planners and residents must consider.

Light Pollution and Its Effects

One of the most significant concerns is light pollution—the excessive or misdirected artificial light that
brightens the night sky. Light pollution can obscure stars, disrupt ecosystems, and interfere with
human circadian rhythms. For urban dwellers, this means reduced visibility of the night sky and
potential sleep disturbances caused by too much ambient light.



Impact on Wildlife

Bright city lights can disrupt the natural behaviors of animals. Migratory birds, for example, may
become disoriented by urban lighting, leading to collisions with buildings. Nocturnal creatures can
experience altered feeding and mating patterns, which affects biodiversity in and around urban areas.

Energy Consumption and Environmental Concerns

Despite improvements in energy efficiency, the sheer scale of urban lighting means cities still
consume vast amounts of electricity to maintain bright environments at night. This demand
contributes to greenhouse gas emissions unless renewable energy sources are employed, making
sustainable lighting solutions a critical focus for future urban development.

Tips for Enjoying Bright Light in the Big City
Responsibly

For city residents and visitors who appreciate the allure of bright urban lights, there are ways to enjoy
these luminous environments while minimizing negative impacts.

Choose Well-Lit, But Balanced Areas

Seek out neighborhoods and public spaces where lighting enhances safety and aesthetics without
being overwhelmingly bright or glaring. Well-designed lighting balances brightness with comfort,
reducing eye strain and creating inviting atmospheres.

Support Local Initiatives for Dark Sky-Friendly Lighting

Many cities are beginning to adopt “dark sky” principles—designing lighting that minimizes upward
light spill and glare. Supporting such initiatives helps protect urban nightscapes and reduces light
pollution.

Use Personal Lighting Wisely

Whether walking home late or cycling, use personal lighting devices like headlamps or bike lights
responsibly. Bright, focused lights improve your visibility without adding unnecessarily to the city’s
overall light pollution.



The Future of Bright Light in the Big City

As urban populations grow and technology advances, the way we illuminate our cities will continue to
evolve. Innovations like adaptive lighting, solar-powered streetlamps, and even bioluminescent
materials hint at a future where bright light in the big city is both dazzling and sustainable.

Cities are also exploring how lighting can contribute to public health and well-being, adjusting color
temperatures to support natural sleep cycles or using lighting to create calming public spaces. The
challenge lies in balancing the undeniable benefits of bright urban lighting with the need to protect
natural rhythms and the environment.

Walking through a city aglow with bright light in the big city is an experience that blends safety,
culture, and excitement. Understanding its complexities helps us appreciate not just the glow itself,
but the thoughtful planning and innovation that make our urban nights shine so brilliantly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of 'Bright Lights, Big City' in popular
culture?

'‘Bright Lights, Big City' refers to the allure and excitement of urban life, often symbolizing
opportunity, ambition, and the fast-paced lifestyle of a major city.

Is '‘Bright Lights, Big City' a book or a movie?

'‘Bright Lights, Big City' is both a novel by Jay Mclnerney published in 1984 and a film adaptation
released in 1988 starring Michael J. Fox.

What themes are explored in 'Bright Lights, Big City'?

The story explores themes such as identity, addiction, disillusionment, and the search for meaning
amid the chaos of city life.

Where is '‘Bright Lights, Big City' set?

The story is set in New York City during the 1980s, capturing the vibrant and sometimes harsh
realities of life in the city.

How has 'Bright Lights, Big City' influenced modern urban
storytelling?

It has influenced urban storytelling by portraying the complexities of city life with a raw and honest
perspective, inspiring works that explore the darker side of metropolitan living.



Are there any notable quotes from 'Bright Lights, Big City'?

Yes, one famous quote is: 'You are not the kind of guy who would be at a place like this at this time of
the morning.' This opening line sets the tone for the novel's introspective and fast-paced narrative.

What makes the city feel 'bright' in 'Bright Lights, Big City'?

The 'bright' aspect refers to the city's dazzling lights, nightlife, and the constant activity that creates
an energetic and sometimes overwhelming atmosphere.

Additional Resources
Bright Light in the Big City: Illuminating Urban Life and Its Complexities

bright light in the big city evokes images of dazzling neon signs, towering skyscrapers aglow with
countless windows, and streets buzzing with life under the glow of streetlamps. This phrase
encapsulates a vital aspect of urban environments—the omnipresent artificial illumination that
defines the nocturnal character of metropolitan areas worldwide. Beyond its aesthetic appeal, the
bright light in the big city carries profound implications for urban living, public safety, environmental
sustainability, and human health. This article delves into the multifaceted phenomenon of urban
illumination, exploring its benefits, challenges, and evolving technologies shaping the modern
cityscape.

The Role of Artificial Light in Urban Environments

Artificial lighting transformed cities from being vulnerable to the limitations of natural daylight into
vibrant hubs of continuous activity. The bright light in the big city functions not only as a practical
necessity but also as an economic and cultural catalyst. Well-lit streets and public spaces can boost
nightlife economies, enhance tourism appeal, and contribute to a sense of safety and security.

However, the bright light in the big city also introduces challenges. Light pollution, an unintended
consequence of excessive or misdirected illumination, disrupts ecosystems and affects human
circadian rhythms. According to a 2023 report by the International Dark-Sky Association, over 80% of
the world’s population lives under light-polluted skies, with urban residents experiencing significantly
brighter nights than those in rural areas. This disparity underscores the need for balanced urban
lighting strategies that reconcile visibility and ecological responsibility.

Economic and Social Impacts of Urban lllumination

Lighting infrastructure in metropolitan areas represents a substantial investment. Municipal budgets
allocate billions annually to street lighting, decorative illumination, and lighting for public amenities.
The bright light in the big city supports various sectors:

 Commercial activity: Extended business hours and nighttime shopping districts rely heavily



on effective lighting to attract consumers.
* Public safety: Illuminated streets reduce crime rates by enhancing visibility, thereby deterring
illicit activities.

e Transportation: Well-lit roads, pedestrian crossings, and transit hubs improve navigation and
reduce accidents.

Nevertheless, the social benefits must be weighed against potential drawbacks. Over-illumination can
lead to glare, negatively impacting drivers’ visibility and contributing to accidents. Additionally, light
trespass into residential areas can cause sleep disturbances, raising public health concerns.

Technological Advances Shaping Urban Lighting

The evolution of lighting technology plays a crucial role in addressing the complexities of bright light
in the big city. Traditional streetlights using high-pressure sodium or mercury vapor lamps are
increasingly being replaced with LED systems. LEDs offer multiple advantages:

* Energy efficiency: LEDs consume up to 75% less energy compared to conventional lamps,
reducing carbon footprints.
e Longevity: Longer lifespans mean reduced maintenance costs and fewer replacements.

e Customizable lighting: LEDs can be tuned for brightness and color temperature, allowing
cities to tailor lighting to specific needs.

Smart lighting systems have also emerged, integrating sensors and adaptive controls to optimize
illumination based on real-time conditions. These innovations facilitate dynamic dimming during low-
traffic hours, motion-activated lighting for safety, and data collection to support urban planning.

Environmental Considerations and Sustainability

While bright light in the big city fosters vibrant urban life, it also contributes to environmental
degradation if not managed responsibly. Light pollution affects nocturnal wildlife, disrupting feeding,
mating, and migration patterns. For instance, sea turtle hatchlings rely on natural light cues to find
the ocean, but urban lighting can lead them astray, dramatically reducing survival rates.

Cities worldwide are adopting “dark sky” initiatives aimed at reducing unnecessary illumination while
preserving safety and functionality. These programs promote:

* Shielded fixtures: Directing light downward to minimize skyglow.



e Warm color temperatures: Using amber or softer hues to lessen ecological impact.

¢ Community engagement: Educating residents and businesses on responsible lighting
practices.

Such measures highlight a growing awareness of the need to balance the bright light in the big city
with environmental stewardship.

Health Implications of Urban Lighting

The omnipresence of artificial light in cities extends beyond aesthetic and functional domains into
human health. Exposure to excessive nighttime light, especially blue-rich LED lighting, has been
linked to disruption of circadian rhythms, potentially leading to sleep disorders, increased stress
levels, and other chronic conditions.

Research published in the Journal of Environmental Health Perspectives (2022) found that residents in
highly illuminated urban areas reported higher incidences of insomnia and related ailments compared
to those in less lit environments. Furthermore, studies suggest possible associations between light
pollution and increased risks for metabolic disorders and mood disturbances.

Mitigation strategies focus on adjusting lighting design to minimize blue light emissions during night
hours and promoting “lighting curfews” or dimming schedules to preserve natural sleep-wake cycles.

Comparative Analysis: Lighting in Global Cities

Analyzing the bright light in the big city across different metropolitan contexts reveals variations in
approach and outcomes:

e New York City: Famous for Times Square’s intense illumination, NYC balances high-visibility
commercial lighting with initiatives to reduce energy consumption, including LED retrofits and
smart controls.

* Tokyo: Combines vibrant neon and LED displays with strict regulations limiting light trespass in
residential zones, reflecting a nuanced approach to urban illumination.

e Copenhagen: Emphasizes sustainability, using warm LED tones and extensive dark-sky
policies to protect both residents and wildlife.

These examples illustrate how urban lighting strategies vary according to cultural priorities, economic
factors, and environmental commitments.



The Future of Urban lllumination

As cities continue to grow and technology advances, the bright light in the big city will evolve in
complexity and sophistication. Emerging trends include:

 Integration with IoT (Internet of Things): Enabling real-time monitoring and adaptive
lighting that responds to human activity and environmental conditions.

* Human-centric lighting: Designing illumination systems that support human biological
rhythms and wellbeing.

e Renewable energy-powered lighting: Incorporating solar and wind energy to power urban
lights sustainably.

The challenge for urban planners and policymakers lies in balancing the undeniable benefits of bright
city lights with the imperative to mitigate their environmental and health impacts. Thoughtful design,
technological innovation, and community involvement will shape the luminous future of metropolitan
life.

Bright light in the big city is more than a mere backdrop to urban existence—it is an active agent
influencing how cities function, how people interact, and how ecosystems respond. As awareness
grows around its complexities, the pursuit of smarter, healthier, and more sustainable urban
illumination becomes paramount to nurturing cities that shine responsibly well into the future.
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bright light in the big city: Bright Lights, Big City Jay Mclnerney, 2014-02-13 You are at a
nightclub talking to a girl with a shaved head. The club is either Heartbreak or the Lizard Lounge.
All might become clear if you could just slip into the bathroom and do a little more Bolivian
Marching Powder. Then again, it might not... So begins our nameless hero's trawl through the
brightly lit streets of Manhattan, sampling all this wonderland has to offer yet suspecting that
tomorrow's hangover may be caused by more than simple excess. Bright Lights, Big City is an
acclaimed classic which marked Jay McInerney as one of the major writers of our time.
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language: English, abstract: The success of his debut novel Bright Lights, Big City brought Jay
Mclnerney an astonishing amount of media coverage and an equivalent in book sales, but not much
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approval, let alone deeper analysis of his work, from critics and scholars. In fact, the hype that
surrounded him and his fellow “brat-pack” writers is likely to have prevented any serious scholarly
interest in this kind of new urban literature back in the day. “Bright Lights, Big City” was dismissed
as a “yuppie bildungsroman- full of tortured self- searching and struggling- writer romance”
(Young/Caveney 1992: 47) at first, without any considerable novelty or value. However, the
enthusiasm of the large, young readership showed that there was something to McInerney’s novel
that other novels did not offer- a setting and a language that were familiar and uncomplicated for
them, but, at the same time, an account of relevant, postmodern issues that very well did concern
the Bright Young Things of the 80s, but were usually seized in more elitist literature, and thus,
eluded an audience that was ready for them to be taken up. This thesis attempts to perform a
detailed analysis, starting with a brief description of the historical and cultural features of the
setting and then proceeding to the interpretation of all important themes, motifs and symbols of the
book in the context of postmodernism but also in general terms. Each chapter investigates the
influence of a certain aspect of the protagonist’s life on his crisis, especially in how far one or the
other led him to a life on the edge and to the loss of the self. In order to understand why, in the end,
the protagonist has to “learn everything all over again” (BLBC 174) to get back on the right track, it
is essential to point out the roles that Amanda- his opportunist model wife- his job in the fact
checking department and the death of his mother played over time, and how drugs and Ray-Ban
sunglasses seem to provide temporary solutions for the most acute of his troubles.

bright light in the big city: Bright Lights, Big Cities Peter Naldrett, 2024-10-10 Enjoy
everything that each of the UK's 76 cities has to offer with this delightful guide to day trips and
weekend stays around the country. In Bright Lights, Big Cities, Peter Naldrett visits all 76 cities on
the mainland British Isles - and a few further afield besides - to find out just why each of them
deserves to be held up as the best of British. Our cities are a cornucopia of iconic landmarks, historic
cathedrals, fascinating museums and fabulous eateries, and Peter looks at familiar places from an
entirely new angle, as well as exploring the less well-known corners too. From Aberdeen to Armagh
and Wakefield to Wrexham via London, Lincoln and Liverpool, the book covers the very best places
to stay and eat, cultural gems from architecture to sports and theatre, parks and green spaces, as
well as great places to take the kids. Ideal for planning a great day out, or a longer trip, Bright
Lights, Big Cities tells you what not to miss, points out what you might have not discovered
otherwise, and ultimately shows what makes each and every city special.

bright light in the big city: Bright Lights, Big Ass Jen Lancaster, 2007-05-01 Jen Lancaster
hates to burst your happy little bubble, but life in the big city isn't all it's cracked up to be. Contrary
to what you see on TV and in the movies, most urbanites aren't party-hopping in slinky dresses and
strappy stilettos. But lucky for us, Lancaster knows how to make the life of the lower crust
mercilessly funny and infinitely entertaining. Whether she's reporting rude neighbors to Homeland
Security, harboring a crush on her grocery store clerk, or fighting-and losing-the Battle of the
Stairmaster- Lancaster explores how silly, strange, and not-so-fabulous real city living can be. And if
anyone doesn't like it, they can kiss her big, fat, pink, puffy down parka.

bright light in the big city: American Literary Minimalism Robert C. Clark, 2014 Many of
the authors Robert Clark discusses have yet to be recognized for their individual contributions to the
emergence and continuing vitality of the movement. School of Images is organized based on
chronology and lines of influence. In the introduction, Clark offers a definition of the mode and then
describes its early stages. He then explores six works that reflect the core characteristics of the
mode: Ernest Hemingway's In Our Time, Raymond Carver's Cathedral, Susan Minot's Monkeys, Jay
MclInerney's Bright Lights, Big City, Sandra Cisneros's Caramelo, and Cormac McCarthy's The Road.
In the conclusion, he discusses contemporary authors and filmmakers whose work represents the
ongoing evolution of the category-- Provided by publisher.

bright light in the big city: The Little Black Book of The Blues Adrian Hopkins,
2012-05-23 This edition of The Little Black Songbook presents the complete lyrics and chords to 88
classics blues numbers by the masters! This handy chord songbook is perfect for any aspiring



guitarist, ideal for group singalongs, a spot of busking or simply to play the best of the blues from
past to present. This little book includes: - Baby Please Don't Go [Big Joe Williams] - Blind Willie
McTell [Bob Dylan] - Diddie Wah Diddie [Blind Blake] - Dust My Blues [Elmore James] - Dying
Crapshooter’s Blues [Blind Willie McTell] - Farther Up The Road [Bobby “Blue” Bland] - Hey Joe [The
Jimi Hendrix Experience] - Hi-Heel Sneakers [Tommy Tucker] - Hound Dog [Big Mama Thornton] - I
Can’t Quit You Baby [Otis Rush] - I'd Rather Go Blind [Etta James] - (I'm Your) Hoochie Coochie Man
[Muddy Waters] - Lady Sings The Blues [Billie Holiday] - My Babe [Little Walter] - Mystery Train
[Elvis Presley] - Nobody Knows You When You're Down And Out [Eric Clapton] - One Bourbon, One
Scotch, One Beer [John Lee Hooker] - See That My Grave Is Kept Clean [Blind Lemon Jefferson] -
Shake Your Hips [The Rolling Stones] - Sittin’ On Top Of The World [The Mississippi Sheiks] -
Smokestack Lightning [Howlin” Wolf] - Sweet Home Chicago [Robert Johnson] - That’s All Right
Mama [Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup] - The Thrill Is Gone [B.B. King] - Wang Dang Doodle [Koko Taylor]
- Where Did You Sleep Last Night? [Leadbelly] - Who Do You Love [Bo Diddley] - Yer Blues [The
Beatles] - You Shook Me [Led Zeppelin] And many more!

bright light in the big city: Encyclopedia of the American Novel Abby H. P. Werlock,
2015-04-22 Praise for the print edition: ... no other reference work on American fiction brings
together such an array of authors and texts as this.

bright light in the big city: Literature and the Peripheral City Jason Finch, Markku
Salmela, 2015-05-27 Cities have always been defined by their centrality. But literature demonstrates
that their diverse peripheries define them, too: from suburbs to slums, rubbish dumps to nightclubs
and entire failed cities. The contributors to this collection explore literary urban peripheries through
readings of literature from four continents and numerous cities.

bright light in the big city: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Canadian Male Film Actors
Wikipedia contributors,

bright light in the big city: Literary Afterlife of Raymond Carver Pountney Jonathan Pountney,
2020-04-15 The first major book-length study of Carver's cultural influenceThe first major
book-length study of Carver's cultural influenceExplores Carver's relationships with other
contemporary and popular writers and artistsStudies the relationship between the rise of American
neoliberalism and Carver's writingThe Literary Afterlife of Raymond Carver examines the cultural
legacy of one of America's most renowned short story writers. Pountney contextualises Carver's
legacy amongst contemporary debates about authenticity and craftsmanship in the neoliberal era,
drawing new socioeconomic connections between Carver's work and American neoliberalism. This
study presents new explorations of Carver's relationships with other contemporary writers,
filmmakers and artists such as Murakami and Irritu, shedding fresh light on Carver's influence.

bright light in the big city: Bright Bazaar Will Taylor, 2014-04-29 Known for his bold and
refreshing take on color, Will Taylor, the founder of Bright Bazaar--one of the world's leading
interior design blogs--shares his secrets to choosing colors that work for every room in your house.
Structured around the different spaces within the home, the book breaks down the how, when, and
where of using different shades and color combinations--

bright light in the big city: Spy Notes on Mclnerney's Bright Lights, Big City, Janowitz's

Slaves of New York, Ellis' Less Than Zero, and All Those Other Hip Urban Novels of the 1980s Spy
Magazine, Spy Magazine Editors, 1989 Spy Notes is deadpan parody, a Cliffs Notes for the ultra hip

pop novels that have served to define the fiction of the eighties. Summarizes drug-, sex-, and
postadolescent-angst-filled plots in the flat, junior college, arch-academic tone characteristic of Cliffs
and Monarch Notes. Doubleday.

bright light in the big city: Farmer's Advocate and Home Journal , 1920

bright light in the big city: The Farmers' Advocate and Home Magazine , 1920

bright light in the big city: The Ultimate History of the '80s Teen Movie James King,
2019-03-19 For fans of The Movies That Made Us, a behind-the-scenes look at what went into
making the favorite blockbuster films of the 1980s. A trip back to the era of troubled teens and
awesome soundtracks; of Reagan, rap, and Ridgemont High; of MTV, VHS, and “Axel F”; of




outsiders, lost boys, and dead poets; of Bill and Ted, Brooke Shields, and the Brat Pack; of three
Porky’s flicks, two Coreys, and one summer when “Baby” refused to be put in a corner. The Ultimate
History of the '80s Teen Movie goes behind the scenes of a genre where cult hits mingled with
studio blockbusters, where giants like Spielberg and Coppola rubbed shoulders with baby-faced
first-timers, and where future superstars Sean, Demi, and Tom all got their big break. Music,
comedy, and politics all play a part in the surprisingly complex history of the '80s teen movie. And
while the films might have been aimed primarily at adolescents, the best tackle universal issues and
remain relevant to all ages. From a late '70s Hollywood influx to an early '90s indie scene that gave
youth cinema a timely reboot, film expert James King highlights the personal struggles, the social
changes, and the boardroom shake-ups that produced an iconic time in movie history. “Admirably
opting for analysis over nostalgia and gossip, King examines the origin, production, and cultural
afterlife of seemingly every youth-centric 1980s movie you've ever heard of and more . . . An
excellent adventure through a distinct and genre-spanning era in cinema history. For casual movie
fans and industry-minded cinephiles alike.” —Library Journal

bright light in the big city: The Transformative City Wilbur C. Rich, 2020-03 Sunbelt cities
like Atlanta, Charlotte, and Miami, with their international airports, have a transportation advantage
that overwhelms global competition from other southern cities. Why? The short answer to this
question seems to be intuitive, but the long answer lies at the intersection of built infrastructure
policies, civic boosterism, and the changing nature of American cities. Simply put, Charlotte leaders
invested in the future and took advantage of its opportunities. In the twentieth century Charlotte,
North Carolina, underwent several generational changes in leadership and saw the emergence of a
pro-growth coalition active in matters of the city’s ambience, race relations, business decisions, and
use of state and federal government grants-in-aid. In The Transformative City, Wilbur C. Rich
examines the complex interrelationships of these factors to illustrate the uniqueness of North
Carolina’s most populous city and explores the ways in which the development and success of
Charlotte Douglas International Airport has in turn led to development in the city itself, including
the growth of both the financial industries and political sectors. Rich also examines the role the
federal government had in airport development, banking, and race relation reforms. The
Transformative City traces the economic transformation of Charlotte as a city and its airport as an
agent of change.

bright light in the big city: Journal of Agriculture and Horticulture , 1918

bright light in the big city: Bad Music Christopher J. Washburne, Maiken Derno, 2013-01-11
Why are some popular musical forms and performers universally reviled by critics and ignored by
scholars-despite enjoying large-scale popularity? How has the notion of what makes good or bad
music changed over the years-and what does this tell us about the writers who have assigned these
tags to different musical genres? Many composers that are today part of the classical canon were
greeted initially by bad reviews. Similarly, jazz, country, and pop musics were all once rejected as
bad by the academy that now has courses on these and many other types of music. This book
addresses why this is so through a series of essays on different musical forms and performers. It
looks at alternate ways of judging musical performance beyond the critical/academic nexus, and
suggests new paths to follow in understanding what makes some music popular even if it is judged
to be bad. For anyone who has ever secretly enjoyed ABBA, Kenny G, or disco, Bad Music will be a
guilty pleasure!

bright light in the big city: Marginal People in Deviant Places Janice M. Irvine, 2022-07-25
Marginal People in Deviant Places revisits twentieth-century ethnographic studies of deviance,
arguing that ethnographies that focus on marginal subcultures—ranging from Los Angeles hoboes to
men who have sex with other men in St. Louis bathrooms, to taxi dancers in Chicago, to elderly Jews
in Venice, California—produce new ways of thinking about social difference more broadly in the
United States. Irvine demonstrates how the social scientists who told the stories of these
marginalized groups offered an early challenge to then-dominant narratives of scientific racism and
then offers a social history of certain American outsiders and a prehistory of the academic fields of



ethnic studies and sexuality studies. Through the stories Irvine recounts in this book, she identifies
an American paradox represented in a simultaneous desire for and rejection of outsiders and
describes the rise of an outsider capitalism that integrates difference into American society by
marketing it. Place plays a crucial role in this work as Irvine examines its role in shaping
ethnographies about outsiders and therefore understandings of social difference. Irvine has visited
the sites of each of the ethnographies about which she writes, collecting photos, videos, and archival
materials that will help readers understand the importance of place in the generation of particular
ethnographic stories. The open-access online edition of this book is richly illustrated to help convey
the deep sense of emplacement of the ethnographies discussed in this book and includes a series of
interviews with sociologists about how they conduct their work and understand their forebears.
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