
the extremely loud and incredibly close
The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close: Exploring the Depths of Emotion and Loss

the extremely loud and incredibly close is much more than just a novel or a film
title—it represents a profound journey through grief, memory, and the human spirit. Written
by Jonathan Safran Foer, this poignant story captures the heartache of a young boy named
Oskar Schell who embarks on an emotional quest to understand the loss of his father in the
tragic events of 9/11. Whether you’ve encountered the book, the movie adaptation, or both,
there’s a wealth of insight to unpack about its themes, storytelling techniques, and cultural
impact.

Understanding the Story Behind The Extremely
Loud and Incredibly Close

At its core, *the extremely loud and incredibly close* tells the story of Oskar Schell, a
precocious and sensitive nine-year-old who finds a mysterious key in his late father’s
belongings. Determined to find what the key unlocks, Oskar embarks on a quest across
New York City, meeting a variety of characters who help him piece together not only a
physical puzzle but also the emotional fragments left by his father’s untimely death.

This narrative isn’t just about a child’s adventure; it’s a deep exploration of trauma,
resilience, and the ways people cope with devastating loss. The story delicately balances
moments of innocence and sorrow, often weaving in humor and hope amidst the heavier
themes.

The Impact of 9/11 on the Narrative

The backdrop of the September 11 attacks is integral to the storyline, shaping the
emotional landscape of the characters. Foer uses this historical event not just as a setting
but as a catalyst for examining grief on both a personal and collective level. For readers
and viewers, this context adds a layer of real-world gravity that makes Oskar’s journey all
the more compelling.

By focusing on the aftermath rather than the event itself, *the extremely loud and
incredibly close* offers a unique perspective—how ordinary people, especially children, try
to make sense of incomprehensible tragedy. It invites us to consider the ripple effects of
loss and how memory can serve both as a burden and a balm.

Literary and Cinematic Techniques in The



Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

Jonathan Safran Foer’s writing style in the novel is distinctively experimental and evocative.
His use of innovative typography, illustrations, and fragmented narratives mirrors Oskar’s
chaotic emotional state and helps readers immerse themselves in his perspective.

Visual Storytelling in the Book

One of the striking features of the novel is its incorporation of visual elements.
Photographs, handwritten notes, and graphic inserts punctuate the text, making the
reading experience more interactive and emotionally resonant. These visuals deepen the
connection to the characters’ inner worlds, especially Oskar’s, by illustrating his thought
processes and memories.

This approach has influenced how modern literature can blend multimedia elements to
enhance storytelling, particularly when dealing with complex emotional themes like trauma
and healing.

The Film Adaptation: Challenges and Highlights

Adapting *the extremely loud and incredibly close* into a film posed unique challenges due
to the novel’s unconventional structure and deeply introspective narrative. Directed by
Stephen Daldry and released in 2011, the movie stars Thomas Horn as Oskar and features
performances by Tom Hanks and Sandra Bullock.

While the film captures the essence of Oskar’s emotional journey and the heartache
surrounding 9/11, some critics felt it struggled to fully translate the novel’s nuanced
narrative style to the screen. However, the cinematic version offers its own strengths, such
as evocative visuals of New York City and powerful performances that bring emotional
depth to the characters.

Themes and Symbolism in The Extremely Loud
and Incredibly Close

This story is rich with themes that resonate universally, making it a lasting piece of
literature and cinema.

Grief and Healing

At the heart of *the extremely loud and incredibly close* is the exploration of grief—not just
the pain of loss but the complex, often nonlinear process of healing. Oskar’s quest is



symbolic of the need to find meaning after tragedy. His encounters with strangers reveal
different ways people cope with sorrow, emphasizing that healing is a personal and varied
journey.

Communication and Connection

The novel and film also highlight the importance of communication in bridging emotional
distances. Oskar’s unique way of expressing himself—through letters, inventions, and his
quest—underscores the human need to be understood and to understand others. The story
encourages empathy by showing how silence and misunderstanding can deepen isolation.

Memory and Legacy

Memory plays a pivotal role, both as a source of pain and a means of preserving love. The
key Oskar finds is a metaphor for unlocking memories and confronting the past. The
narrative suggests that while loss is inevitable, the memories and legacies we carry can
provide comfort and continuity.

Why The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Continues to Resonate

More than a decade after its release, *the extremely loud and incredibly close* remains
relevant because it touches on universal experiences—loss, love, and the search for
meaning. Its portrayal of a child’s perspective on trauma offers a fresh, poignant angle
often missing in adult-centered narratives.

For readers and viewers grappling with grief, the story offers solace and understanding. For
others, it opens a window into the emotional aftermath of historical tragedy, fostering
empathy and awareness.

Tips for Readers and Viewers

If you’re approaching *the extremely loud and incredibly close* for the first time, here are a
few ways to deepen your experience:

Embrace the format: If reading the novel, pay attention to the visual
elements—they’re not just decorative but integral to understanding Oskar’s mind.

Reflect on your own experiences: Consider how the themes of grief and
communication relate to your life or people you know.



Engage in discussions: Talking about the story with others can reveal new insights
and perspectives.

Explore related works: Look into other literature and films about 9/11 or childhood
trauma to broaden your understanding.

Exploring Jonathan Safran Foer’s Broader Work

For those intrigued by Foer’s narrative style and thematic focus, his other books like
*Everything Is Illuminated* and *Here I Am* also delve into complex family dynamics,
identity, and the search for meaning. His unique voice combines lyrical prose with
innovative storytelling, making his works compelling for readers interested in emotional
depth and literary experimentation.

---

The layers of *the extremely loud and incredibly close* extend far beyond its surface story.
It invites readers and viewers on a deeply personal journey through pain, hope, and the
enduring bonds that connect us all—even in the face of overwhelming loss. Whether
through the written word or on the screen, this story encourages us to listen closely to the
quiet, sometimes chaotic, voices of those navigating their own landscapes of grief.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close'?
The novel follows a young boy named Oskar Schell who, after losing his father in the 9/11
attacks, embarks on a quest across New York City to find the lock that matches a
mysterious key left by his father.

Who wrote 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close'?
The book was written by Jonathan Safran Foer and published in 2005.

What themes are explored in 'Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close'?
The novel explores themes of grief, trauma, loss, healing, and the search for meaning after
tragedy.



How does 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' depict
the impact of 9/11?
The story provides a personal and emotional perspective on the aftermath of 9/11 through
the eyes of a child coping with his father's death, highlighting the individual and collective
trauma caused by the event.

What narrative style is used in 'Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close'?
The book employs a mix of first-person narration from Oskar, supplemented with visual
elements like photographs and typographical experiments to convey emotional depth.

Has 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' been adapted
into other media?
Yes, it was adapted into a feature film in 2011, directed by Stephen Daldry and starring
Tom Hanks and Thomas Horn.

What is the significance of the key in 'Extremely Loud
and Incredibly Close'?
The key symbolizes Oskar's hope and determination to connect with his father’s memory,
serving as the catalyst for his journey and emotional healing.

How was 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' received
by critics?
The novel received mixed reviews; many praised its emotional depth and innovative style,
while some critics found its approach to the 9/11 tragedy controversial or overly
sentimental.

Additional Resources
The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close: A Thoughtful Exploration of Trauma and Healing

the extremely loud and incredibly close is a title that resonates deeply within
contemporary literature and cinema, encapsulating a profound narrative about loss,
trauma, and the resilience of the human spirit. Originally a novel by Jonathan Safran Foer,
published in 2005, and later adapted into a film in 2011, this work has garnered significant
attention for its unique storytelling approach and emotional depth. It explores the
aftermath of the September 11 attacks through the eyes of a young boy, Oskar Schell,
whose journey to uncover the mystery behind a key left by his deceased father forms the
emotional core of the story.



Context and Background of The Extremely Loud
and Incredibly Close

The novel and its cinematic adaptation delve into themes of grief and the search for
meaning in the wake of tragedy. Set in New York City, the narrative centers on Oskar
Schell, a precocious and sensitive nine-year-old boy grappling with the sudden loss of his
father in the 9/11 attacks. The story unfolds through Oskar’s quest to find the lock that fits
a mysterious key he found among his father’s belongings. This journey serves as both a
literal and metaphorical exploration of grief, memory, and healing.

Jonathan Safran Foer’s writing style is notable for its experimental structure, incorporating
photographs, typographical play, and fragmented storytelling that mirror the disjointed
experience of trauma. The book was met with critical acclaim for its emotional poignancy
and innovative narrative techniques, although some critics noted that its sentimental tone
and narrative approach could be polarizing.

Literary and Cinematic Interpretations

The adaptation directed by Stephen Daldry attempts to translate the novel’s complex
narrative and emotional subtleties into film. While the movie received mixed reviews, it was
praised for its performances, particularly from Thomas Horn, who portrayed Oskar, and Tom
Hanks, who played his grandfather. The film’s visual storytelling aimed to capture the
novel’s themes of loss and discovery, using New York City as a backdrop to convey both the
enormity of the tragedy and the personal nature of Oskar’s journey.

Some critics argued that the film struggled to effectively balance the novel’s experimental
narrative style with the constraints of mainstream cinema, resulting in a portrayal that
some found emotionally manipulative or uneven. Nonetheless, it brought renewed attention
to Foer’s work and sparked discussions about how trauma is represented in popular media.

Thematic Analysis: Trauma, Memory, and
Resilience

At its core, The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is an exploration of trauma and the
ways individuals cope with unimaginable loss. Oskar’s character embodies the innocence of
childhood confronted with harsh realities, and his quest reflects the human need to find
answers and closure even in seemingly senseless situations.

The novel and film explore memory as a multifaceted and often unreliable construct.
Oskar’s interactions with various New Yorkers during his search reveal a mosaic of personal
histories and coping mechanisms. This narrative device expands the story beyond Oskar’s
personal grief, highlighting the collective trauma experienced by a city and nation.

Furthermore, the theme of resilience emerges through the portrayal of familial relationships
and community connections. Oskar’s relationship with his mother and his estranged



grandparents illustrates the complexities of grief across generations and the potential for
reconciliation and understanding through shared pain.

Narrative Techniques and Storytelling Devices

Jonathan Safran Foer’s novel is distinguished by its unconventional narrative structure. It
employs multiple perspectives, including Oskar’s first-person voice, letters from his
grandparents, and visual elements such as photographs and typographical variations. This
multi-layered approach serves to immerse readers in the emotional landscape of the
characters while reflecting the fragmented nature of trauma.

The use of Oskar’s unique voice—characterized by his inventive language, intellectual
curiosity, and emotional vulnerability—creates an intimate connection with readers. His
inventions and imaginative interpretations of the world add depth to his character and
underscore the innocence juxtaposed with the harsh realities he faces.

In the film adaptation, these narrative techniques are translated through visual symbolism,
editing choices, and performance. However, some of the novel’s textual innovations are
inevitably lost or transformed in the cinematic medium, affecting the storytelling’s impact.

Reception and Impact on Contemporary Culture

Since its publication, The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close has sparked considerable
discourse around the portrayal of tragic events in fiction. The novel’s approach to
addressing 9/11 through the lens of a child raised questions about the ethics and
effectiveness of fictionalizing real-world trauma. Some readers and critics praised Foer for
offering a heartfelt and humanizing perspective, while others critiqued the narrative for
perceived sentimentality or exploitation.

The film’s release further complicated public reception. While it brought the story to a
broader audience and highlighted important themes of grief and healing, its critical
reception was mixed, with some reviewers citing a heavy-handed approach and pacing
issues.

Despite these critiques, both the novel and film have contributed to ongoing conversations
about how literature and cinema can process collective trauma and aid in cultural
understanding. They remain relevant examples of art’s capacity to explore the complexities
of human emotion in the face of tragedy.

Comparative Works and Genre Placement

The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close can be situated within the genre of post-9/11
literature and film, alongside works such as Don DeLillo’s "Falling Man" and Paul Auster’s
"4321." Each of these addresses the events and aftermath of September 11 with distinct
narrative styles and thematic focuses.



Foer’s work stands out for its child protagonist and its experimental narrative form, which
contrasts with more traditional storytelling found in comparable works. This positions it
uniquely as both a coming-of-age story and a meditation on loss and memory.

In the broader context of trauma literature, it aligns with narratives that emphasize
individual and collective healing through the exploration of memory, identity, and human
connection.

Enduring Relevance and Cultural Significance

More than a decade after its initial release, The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
continues to resonate due to its universal themes and emotional honesty. The story’s focus
on a young boy’s perspective offers a distinct lens through which readers and viewers can
confront difficult historical realities.

Its integration of visual and textual storytelling has influenced contemporary narrative
forms, encouraging innovative approaches to representing trauma. Moreover, it serves as a
reference point for educators, therapists, and scholars interested in the intersections of
trauma, memory, and narrative.

While opinions on its artistic merits may vary, the work’s cultural significance as a reflection
on loss and resilience remains undisputed. It prompts ongoing reflection on how individuals
process tragedy and the role of art in that process, ensuring its place in discussions of 21st-
century literature and film.

In examining The Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, one encounters a powerful
exploration of human vulnerability and strength—an enduring testament to the complex
ways in which people seek understanding and connection amidst profound loss.

The Extremely Loud And Incredibly Close
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Observer In a vase in a closet, a couple of years after his father died in 9/11, nine-year-old Oskar
discovers a key... The key belonged to his father, he's sure of that. But which of New York's 162
million locks does it open? So begins a quest that takes Oskar - inventor, letter-writer and amateur
detective - across New York's five boroughs and into the jumbled lives of friends, relatives and
complete strangers. He gets heavy boots, he gives himself little bruises and he inches ever nearer to
the heart of a family mystery that stretches back fifty years. But will it take him any closer to, or
even further from, his lost father?
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close Jonathan Safran
Foer, 2005 Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old son of a man killed in the World Trade Center attacks,
searches the five boroughs of New York City for a lock that fits a black key his father left behind.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Everything Is Illuminated Jonathan Safran Foer,
2015-04-14 For use in schools and libraries only. Follows a young writer on his travels through
eastern Europe in search of the woman who saved his grandfather from the Nazis.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: NOVELS FOR STUDENTS CENGAGE LEARNING.
GALE, 2016
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan
Safran Foer Adam Ford, 2007
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: A Study Guide for Jonathan Safran Foer's
"Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for
Jonathan Safran Foer's Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Millennial Memory Perspectives in Jewish
American Fiction Heidi Schorr, 2017 Diese in englischer Sprache verfasste Dissertation fußt in den
Feldern englische Literaturwissenschaft/Amerikanistik, Cultural Studies und Jewish American
Studies. Sie untersucht die Repräsentation von Erinnerung in Werken von Jonathan Safran Foer,
Shalom Auslander und Nicole Krauss, Mitgliedern der sogenannten third generation jüdisch
amerikanischer SchriftstellerInnen, welche um den Millenniumswechsel publizieren. Der Fokus liegt
auf Werken von Nicole Krauss. Symbolische Charaktere und Objekte, welche in Verbindung zu
Erinnerung stehen, werden herausgearbeitet und im Detail analysiert. This work is rooted in the
fields of English Literary Studies, Cultural Studies, and Jewish American Studies. It examines
memory representation in exemplary works published around the millennial change by third
generation Jewish American writers Jonathan Safran Foer, Shalom Auslander, and Nicole Krauss.
The focus lies on the latter’s work. Symbolic characters and objects connected to memory are
discerned and analyzed in detail.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: A Serious Genre Dana Percec, 2016-02-29 A
Serious Genre: The Apology of Children’s Literature is a collection of essays by scholars and
academics from Romania, the United States and Turkey, who investigate the value and impact of
what, since the 19th century, has been called, using an umbrella term, children’s literature. The
volume is the fourth in a series, which focuses on literary genres which are considered marginal or
low-brow, but which have a long tradition and display remarkable versatility and popularity.
Previous volumes in the collection presented the historical novel (2010), romance (2012), and
fantasy (2014). In this book, fourteen essays approach children’s literature from different angles,
from classical Victorian children’s books to the latest film adaptation of The Hobbit, from adult
narrators of children’s stories to children narrators of adult stories. The book addresses researchers,
teachers and students with an interest in literature, literary theory and genre analysis, but it will
also appeal to the wider public, given the flexibility and friendly nature of children’s literature.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: The World According to Tom Hanks Gavin Edwards,
2018-10-23 An entertaining and insightful homage to Tom Hanks, America's favorite movie star,
from the New York Times bestselling author of the cult sensation The Tao of Bill Murray. Niceness



gets a bad rap these days. Our culture rewards those who troll the hardest and who snark the most.
At times it seems like there's no place anymore for optimism, integrity, and good old-fashioned
respect. Enter America's Dad: Tom Hanks. Whether he's buying espresso machines for the White
House Press Corps, rewarding a jovial cab driver with a night out on Broadway, or extolling the
virtues of using a typewriter, Hanks lives a passionate, joyful life and pays it forward to others.
Gavin Edwards, the New York Times bestselling author of The Tao of Bill Murray, takes readers on a
tour behind the scenes of Hanks's life: from his less-than-idyllic childhood, rocky first marriage, and
career wipeouts to the pinnacle of his acting career and domestic bliss with the love of his life, Rita
Wilson. As he did for Bill Murray, Edwards distills Hanks's life story into ten commandments that
beautifully encapsulate his All-American philosophy. Contemplating the life, the achievements, and
the obsessions of Mr. Tom Hanks may or may not give you the road map you need to find your way.
But at the very least, it'll show you how niceness can be a worthy destination.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Apocalyptic Visions in 21st Century Films Elizabeth
A. Ford, Deborah C. Mitchell, 2018-07-11 The apocalypse on the big screen has expanded beyond
the familiar end-of-the-world movies. Romantic comedies, teen adventures and even children's films
frequently feature apocalyptic imagery--disintegrating cities, extreme weather events, extinctions,
rogue military forces, epidemics, zombie armies and worlds colliding. Using sophisticated CGI
effects, filmmakers are depicting the end of the world ever more stunningly. The authors explore the
phenomenon of the cinematic apocalypse and its origins in both our anxieties and our real-world
events, and they identify some flashes of hope in the desolate landscape.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: At the Movies with Trilbee - A Year in Film William
"Trilbee" Carlisle, 2013 Trilbee is an amateur online film critic. He may love the medium, but that
doesn't mean he's easy to impress. His first book 'At the Movies with Trilbee: A Year in Film' has
Trilbee review more than 70 movies from 2012. Including: Avengers Assemble, Skyfall, The Dark
Knight Rises, The Amazing Spider-Man, Chronicle, Twilight: Breaking Dawn Part 2, The Hobbit, The
Hunger Games, Ice Age 4, Brave, Ted, Men in Black 3, The Imposter, Dredd, Prometheus, Life of Pi,
Looper and many many more! All these reviews offer in-depth, insightful and honest analysis and
gives the reader a comprehensive guide for what movies to watch (and avoid) from one of the
biggest years in movie history! Featuring artwork by Jack Evans - http:
//moonmen.wix.com/flippedhyenacartoo
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: The Impossible Jew Benjamin Schreier,
2015-06-12 Examines the works of key Jewish American authors to explore how the concept of
identity is put to work by identity-based literary study.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: The Palgrave Handbook of Magical Realism in the
Twenty-First Century Richard Perez, Victoria A. Chevalier, 2020-04-30 The Palgrave Handbook of
Magical Realism in the Twenty-First Century examines magical realism in literatures from around
the globe. Featuring twenty-seven essays written by leading scholars, this anthology argues that
literary expressions of magical realism proliferate globally in the twenty-first century due to travel
and migrations, the shrinking of time and space, and the growing encroachment of human life on
nature. In this global context, magical realism addresses twenty-first-century politics, aesthetics,
identity, and social/national formations where contact between and within cultures has exponentially
increased, altering how communities and nations imagine themselves. This text assembles a group of
critics throughout the world—the Americas, Europe, Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and
Australia—who employ multiple theoretical approaches to examine the different ways magical
realism in literature has transitioned to a global practice; thus, signaling a new stage in the history
and development of the genre.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: 9/11 Gothic Danel Olson, 2021-09-21 Published to
coincide with the twentieth anniversary of the World Trade Center attacks, 9/11 Gothic: Decrypting
Ghosts and Trauma in New York City’s Terrorism Novels returns to the ruins and anguish of 9/11 to
pose a question not yet addressed by scholarship. Two time World Fantasy Award-winning writer
Danel Olson asks how, why, and where New York City novels capture the terror of the Al-Qaeda



mass murders through a supernatural lens. This book explores ghostly presences from the world’s
largest crime scene in novels by Don DeLillo, Jonathan Safran Foer, Lynne Sharon Schwartz, Griffin
Hansbury, and Patrick McGrath—all of whom have been called writers of Gotham. Arguing how
theories on trauma and the Gothic can combine to explain ghostly encounters civilian survivors
experience in fiction, Olson shares what those eerie meetings express about grief, guilt, love,
memory, sex, and suicidal urges. This book also explores why and how paths to recovery open for
these ghost-visited survivors in the fiction of catastrophe from the early twenty-first century.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Literature and Terrorism , 2012-01-01 The years
following the attacks of September 11, 2001 have seen the publication of a wide range of scientific
analyses of terrorism. Literary studies seem to lag curiously behind this general shift of academic
interest. The present volume sets out to fill this gap. It does so in the conviction that the study of
literature has much to offer to the transdisciplinary investigation of terror, not only with respect to
the present post-9/11 situation but also with respect to earlier historical contexts. Literary texts are
media of cultural self-reflection, and as such they have always played a crucial role in the discursive
response to terror, both contributing to and resisting dominant conceptions of the causes,
motivations, dynamics, and aftermath of terrorist violence. By bringing together experts from
various fields and by combining case studies of works from diverse periods and national literatures,
the volume Literature and Terrorism chooses a diachronic and comparative perspective. It is
interested in the specific cultural work performed by narrative and dramatic literature in the face of
terrorism, focusing on literature's ambivalent relationship to other, competing modes of discourse.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: The Metareferential Turn in Contemporary
Arts and Media Werner Wolf, 2011-01-01 One possible description of the contemporary medial
landscape in Western culture is that it has gone ‘meta’ to an unprecedented extent, so that a
remarkable ‘meta-culture’ has emerged. Indeed, ‘metareference’, i.e. self-reflexive comments on, or
references to, various kinds of media-related aspects of a given medial artefact or performance,
specific media and arts or the media in general is omnipresent and can, nowadays, be encountered
in ‘high’ art and literature as frequently as in their popular counterparts, in the traditional media as
well as in new media. From the Simpsons, pop music, children’s literature, computer games and
pornography to the contemporary visual arts, feature film, postmodern fiction, drama and even
architecture – everywhere one can find metareferential explorations, comments on or criticism of
representation, medial conventions or modes of production and reception, and related issues. Within
individual media and genres, notably in research on postmodernist metafiction, this outspoken
tendency towards ‘metaization’ is known well enough, and various reasons have been given for it.
Yet never has there been an attempt to account for what one may aptly term the current
‘metareferential turn’ on a larger, transmedial scale. This is what The Metareferential Turn in
Contemporary Arts and Media: Forms, Functions, Attempts at Explanation undertakes to do as a
sequel to its predecessor, the volume Metareference across Media (vol. 4 in the series ‘Studies in
Intermediality’), which was dedicated to theoretical issues and transhistorical case studies. Coming
from diverse disciplinary and methodological backgrounds, the contributors to the present volume
propose explanations of impressive subtlety, breadth and depth for the current situation in addition
to exploring individual forms and functions of metareference which may be linked with particular
explanations. As expected, there is no monocausal reason to be found for the situation under
scrutiny, yet the proposals made have in their compination a remarkable explanatory power which
contributes to a better understanding of an important facet of current media production and
reception. The essays assembled in the volume, which also contains an introduction with a detailed
survey over the possibilities of accounting for the metareferential turn, will be relevant to students
and scholars from a wide variety of fields: cultural history at large, intermediality and media studies
as well as, more particularly, literary studies, music, film and art history.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Towering Figures Sven Cvek, 2011-01-01 This
volume offers a critical analysis of a segment of American literary production surrounding the
September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. While focusing on the writing of Jonathan Safran



Foer, Art Spiegelman, Don DeLillo, and Thomas Pynchon, the author locates this work within a
larger 9/11 cultural archive. The book proceeds by way of a series of thematic leaps in order to
unearth the active entanglement of the event with systems of meaning and power that create the
conditions for its emergence and understanding. The main problem of such an approach consists in
articulating the three-fold relation at the heart of the archive in which issues of traumatic loss,
affect, and politics appear as central: between the historical event, its cultural imprint, and the
wider social system. In order to grasp these fundamental relations, the author resorts to a layered
interpretive framework and engages a number of theoretical protocols, from psychoanalysis and
nationalism studies to philosophy of history, world-system theory, and the heterogeneous critical
practices of American Studies. Coming from a non-US Americanist perspective, this contribution to
the scholarly production about 9/11 concentrates on trauma as a problem in the conceptualization
the event, insists on globalization as its crucial context, and argues for a historical materialist
approach to the 9/11 archive.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Handbook of the American Novel of the
Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries Timo Müller, 2017-01-11 Increasing specialization within
the discipline of English and American Studies has shifted the focus of scholarly discussion toward
theoretical reflection and cultural contexts. These developments have benefitted the discipline in
more ways than one, but they have also resulted in a certain neglect of close reading. As a result,
students and researchers interested in such material are forced to turn to scholarship from the
1960s and 1970s, much of which relies on dated methodological and ideological presuppositions.
The handbook aims to fill this gap by providing new readings of texts that figure prominently in the
literature classroom and in scholarly debate − from James’s The Ambassadors to McCarthy’s The
Road. These readings do not revert naively to a time “before theory.” Instead, they distil the insights
of literary and cultural theory into concise introductions to the historical background, the themes,
the formal strategies, and the reception of influential literary texts, and they do so in a jargon-free
language accessible to readers on all levels of qualification.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Imagining Autism Sonya Freeman Loftis,
2015-12-01 A disorder that is only just beginning to find a place in disability studies and activism,
autism remains in large part a mystery, giving rise to both fear and fascination. Sonya Freeman
Loftis's groundbreaking study examines literary representations of autism or autistic behavior to
discover what impact they have had on cultural stereotypes, autistic culture, and the identity politics
of autism. Imagining Autism looks at fictional characters (and an author or two) widely understood
as autistic, ranging from Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes and Harper Lee's Boo Radley to Mark
Haddon's boy detective Christopher Boone and Steig Larsson's Lisbeth Salander. The silent figure
trapped inside himself, the savant made famous by his other-worldly intellect, the brilliant detective
linked to the criminal mastermind by their common neurology—these characters become protean
symbols, stand-ins for the chaotic forces of inspiration, contagion, and disorder. They are also part of
the imagined lives of the autistic, argues Loftis, sometimes for good, sometimes threatening to
undermine self-identity and the activism of the autistic community.
  the extremely loud and incredibly close: Succeeding Postmodernism Mary K. Holland,
2013-04-25 While critics collect around the question of what comes after postmodernism, this book
asks something different about recent American fiction: what if we are seeing not the end of
postmodernism but its belated success? Succeeding Postmodernism examines how novels by DeLillo,
Wallace, Danielewski, Foer and others conceptualize threats to individuals and communities posed
by a poststructural culture of mediation and simulation, and possible ways of resisting the
disaffected solipsism bred by that culture. Ultimately it finds that twenty-first century American
fiction sets aside the postmodern problem of how language does or does not mean in order to raise
the reassuringly retro question of what it can and does mean: it finds that novels today offer
language as solution to the problem of language. Thus it suggests a new way of reading
antihumanist late postmodern fiction, and a framework for understanding postmodern and
twenty-first century fiction as participating in a long and newly enlivened tradition of humanism and



realism in literature.
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