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History of the Guitar in America: A Journey Through Strings and Sound

history of the guitar in america is a fascinating tale that intertwines cultural influences, technological
innovations, and the evolution of musical genres. The guitar, now a central instrument in American music,
has a rich backstory that reflects the diverse roots and dynamic creativity of the nation. From humble
beginnings to becoming a symbol of rebellion and artistic expression, the story of the guitar in America is as
vibrant as the music it produces.

The Early Days: Roots and Influences

The history of the guitar in America begins long before the electric riffs of rock and roll or the soulful
strumming of blues players. The guitar’s ancestors arrived with European settlers during the colonial
period. Early American guitars were heavily influenced by Spanish and Portuguese stringed instruments,
such as the vihuela and the Baroque guitar. These instruments made their way into the New World,
laying the foundation for the guitar’s integration into American culture.

Spanish and European Impact

In the 18th and early 19th centuries, the guitar was primarily a folk instrument, played in both rural and
urban settings. Spanish settlers in the Southwest and California brought with them the classical guitar
tradition, which mingled with Native American and African musical styles. This cultural melting pot
helped shape the guitar’s role in early American music.

The Rise of the Acoustic Guitar

By the mid-19th century, the acoustic guitar had become more widespread. Innovations in guitar
construction, such as the introduction of steel strings and improvements in body shape, made the
instrument louder and more versatile. Luthiers like C.F. Martin began experimenting with designs that
would influence the modern acoustic guitar. The dreadnought shape, for example, introduced by Martin,
became a staple for its deep, resonant sound.



The Guitar and the Birth of American Music Genres

As America evolved, so did its music, and the guitar found itself at the heart of this transformation. The
history of the guitar in America is inseparable from the development of blues, country, jazz, and later rock
and roll.

The Blues: Guitar as a Voice of Expression

In the African American communities of the South, the guitar emerged as a powerful tool for storytelling
and emotional expression. The blues guitar style, characterized by soulful bends, slides, and fingerpicking
techniques, laid the groundwork for many modern genres. Legends such as Robert Johnson and Lead
Belly popularized the guitar as a solo instrument capable of conveying profound emotion.

Country and Folk: The Guitar’s Role in Americana

Meanwhile, in the rural South and Appalachian regions, the guitar became integral to country and folk
music. Artists like Jimmie Rodgers and the Carter Family brought the guitar to the forefront, using it to
accompany vocals and other traditional instruments like the banjo and fiddle. The simplicity and portability
of the guitar made it ideal for storytelling songs that captured the American experience.

Jazz and the Guitar’s Evolution

Jazz guitarists in the early 20th century began pushing the boundaries of technique and harmony. Pioneers
like Charlie Christian helped popularize the electric guitar in jazz, making it a lead instrument capable of
intricate solos and complex rhythms. This era marked a significant shift, as the guitar moved from a
background rhythm instrument to a spotlighted performer’s tool.

The Electric Revolution and the Guitar’s Cultural Impact

The mid-20th century brought a revolution in the history of the guitar in America—the rise of the electric
guitar. This innovation not only changed how guitars sounded but also altered the cultural landscape of
American music.



Birth of the Electric Guitar

In the 1930s and 1940s, inventors and musicians began experimenting with pickups and amplification. The
electric guitar allowed for greater volume and sustain, opening new possibilities for performance and
composition. Companies like Fender and Gibson became household names, producing iconic models such as
the Fender Telecaster and Gibson Les Paul.

Rock and Roll: The Guitar Takes Center Stage

The 1950s and 1960s witnessed the explosive popularity of rock and roll, with the electric guitar at its core.
Artists like Chuck Berry, Elvis Presley, and later Jimi Hendrix transformed the instrument into a symbol
of youthful energy, rebellion, and innovation. The guitar solos, power chords, and distinctive sounds
defined a generation and continue to influence music worldwide.

The Guitar in Popular and Protest Music

Beyond rock, the guitar became a powerful tool for social and political expression. Folk revivalists like Bob
Dylan used acoustic guitar-driven songs to comment on civil rights and anti-war movements. The guitar’s
portability and accessibility made it a natural companion for activism, spreading messages in venues from
coffeehouses to stadiums.

Modern Developments and the Guitar’s Continued Legacy

Today, the history of the guitar in America is still unfolding. The instrument remains deeply embedded in
a wide range of musical styles, from country and blues to hip-hop and indie rock.

Technological Advances in Guitar Design

Modern luthiers and manufacturers continue to innovate with new materials, digital effects, and custom
designs. The integration of digital modeling and MIDI technology has expanded the guitar’s capabilities,
allowing musicians to explore sounds previously unimaginable.



The Guitar in Contemporary American Music

Contemporary artists across genres keep the guitar relevant and vibrant. Whether it’s the intricate
fingerstyle playing of folk artists or the heavy riffs of metal bands, the guitar remains a versatile and
beloved instrument. Additionally, guitar education and community programs across America nurture new
generations of players, ensuring that the instrument’s rich history is passed on.

Tips for Aspiring Guitarists Exploring American Styles

For those interested in diving deep into the history of the guitar in America through playing:

Start by learning foundational blues scales and fingerpicking techniques to connect with the roots of
American guitar music.

Explore acoustic and electric guitars to understand the different textures and expressions each offers.

Study iconic players across genres—such as Robert Johnson for blues, Chet Atkins for country, and
Jimi Hendrix for rock—to gain insight into stylistic nuances.

Experiment with amplification and effects pedals to discover the electric guitar’s vast sonic palette.

Join local music communities or online forums to share knowledge and learn from others passionate
about American guitar traditions.

The history of the guitar in America is a story of innovation, cultural fusion, and artistic expression. From
its European roots to its role in shaping some of the most influential music of the last century, the guitar
continues to be a beloved and evolving instrument that resonates with people across the nation and the
world. Whether strummed around a campfire or electrified on a stadium stage, the guitar’s journey in
America is a testament to the power of music to connect and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the guitar first introduced to America?
The guitar was first introduced to America in the early 16th century by Spanish settlers and explorers,
who brought early versions of the instrument with them.



How did the guitar influence American folk music?
The guitar became a central instrument in American folk music during the 19th and early 20th centuries,
providing rhythmic and harmonic support for storytelling and traditional songs.

What role did the guitar play in the development of blues music in
America?
The guitar was fundamental in the development of blues music, especially in the Mississippi Delta, where
musicians used it to express emotion and tell stories, often employing slide techniques and unique tunings.

How did the invention of the electric guitar impact American music
history?
The invention of the electric guitar in the 1930s revolutionized American music by enabling new sounds
and styles, greatly influencing genres like rock and roll, jazz, and rhythm and blues.

Who are some key figures in the history of the guitar in America?
Key figures include Andrés Segovia who popularized classical guitar, Robert Johnson in blues, Chuck
Berry in rock and roll, and Les Paul who innovated electric guitar design and recording techniques.

What is the significance of the guitar in American popular culture?
The guitar has become an iconic symbol in American popular culture, representing freedom, creativity,
and rebellion, and remains a staple instrument in genres ranging from country to rock to hip-hop.

Additional Resources
History of the Guitar in America: An Analytical Review

history of the guitar in america is a rich tapestry that intertwines cultural exchange, technological
innovation, and evolving musical tastes. From its early European roots to becoming a defining instrument
in American music genres, the guitar’s journey reflects broader social and artistic developments. This
article delves into the historical trajectory of the guitar in the United States, examining key periods,
influential figures, and the instrument’s role in shaping American music identity.

The Origins and Early Presence of the Guitar in America



The guitar, as a stringed instrument with six strings, traces its lineage back to European ancestors such as
the vihuela and the lute. Its introduction to America occurred primarily through Spanish colonization and
European immigration during the 17th and 18th centuries. Early American settlers brought with them a
variety of plucked string instruments, but the guitar gradually gained prominence due to its relative
simplicity and versatility.

In colonial America, the guitar was not yet a mainstream instrument; it was overshadowed by the fiddle
and banjo in folk traditions. However, by the late 18th century, the guitar started appearing more
frequently in musical circles, particularly in the southern and southwestern regions where Spanish and
Mexican cultural influences were stronger. Early American guitars were often handmade, with designs
derived from classical Spanish models, featuring gut strings and a smaller body compared to modern guitars.

The 19th Century: Growth and Standardization

The 19th century marked significant developments in the history of the guitar in America. The industrial
revolution and advances in woodworking and manufacturing allowed for mass production of guitars,
making them more accessible to a wider audience. American luthiers began experimenting with body
shapes and construction techniques, gradually diverging from European designs.

One pivotal figure during this period was C.F. Martin, founder of the Martin Guitar Company. Established
in 1833, Martin introduced the X-bracing system, which enhanced the structural integrity and sound
projection of acoustic guitars. This innovation played a crucial role in defining the sound of American
acoustic guitars and influenced countless manufacturers thereafter.

Additionally, the 19th century saw the guitar becoming increasingly popular within minstrel shows and
parlor music, two dominant entertainment forms of the era. These venues helped embed the guitar into
American cultural life, although it was still considered secondary to pianos and violins in terms of prestige.

The Guitar’s Role in Early 20th Century American Music

The dawn of the 20th century heralded the guitar’s emergence as a central instrument in various
American music genres. The rise of blues, country, jazz, and folk music created fertile ground for the
guitar’s versatility to shine.

Blues and the Guitar: A Cultural Fusion

The guitar’s association with blues music is a cornerstone of its history in America. African American
musicians in the Mississippi Delta and other southern regions adapted the guitar to their musical



expressions, often using slide techniques and open tunings to evoke emotional depth. Iconic blues artists
such as Robert Johnson and Son House popularized the acoustic guitar as a storytelling instrument,
embedding it deeply into the fabric of American roots music.

The portability and affordability of the guitar made it particularly suitable for itinerant blues players, who
relied on the instrument to accompany their vocals and convey the struggles of life in the segregated
South. This period also saw the beginnings of the guitar’s electrification, which would revolutionize its
sound and reach.

Country Music and the Guitar’s Expanding Role

Simultaneously, country music embraced the guitar as a lead and rhythm instrument. In the Appalachian
regions, the guitar complemented fiddles and banjos, facilitating dance tunes and ballads. The guitar’s
adaptability to various playing styles, from fingerpicking to flatpicking, allowed it to bridge traditional and
modern country sounds.

The invention of the steel guitar and its incorporation into country music further diversified the
instrument’s sonic palette. Players like Merle Travis and Chet Atkins developed distinctive fingerpicking
techniques that influenced generations of guitarists and elevated the guitar’s status within the genre.

Technological Innovations and the Electric Guitar Revolution

The mid-20th century stands as a watershed moment in the history of the guitar in America, largely due
to technological advancements that transformed the instrument’s capabilities and cultural significance.

The Birth of the Electric Guitar

The electric guitar emerged in the 1930s and 1940s as a response to the need for greater volume and tonal
variety, particularly in jazz and big band settings. Innovators like George Beauchamp and Les Paul
pioneered early electric guitar designs, with companies such as Fender and Gibson leading mass production
efforts.

In 1950, Fender introduced the Telecaster, the first commercially successful solid-body electric guitar,
characterized by its bright tone and durability. Gibson followed with the Les Paul model in 1952, known
for its warm, sustained sound. These instruments became staples of American music, enabling new genres
like rock ’n’ roll to flourish.



The Guitar’s Impact on Rock ’n’ Roll and Popular Culture

The electric guitar became the emblem of rock ’n’ roll, a genre born out of blues, country, and rhythm and
blues. Artists like Chuck Berry, Buddy Holly, and later Jimi Hendrix and Eric Clapton, harnessed the
electric guitar’s expressive potential to create revolutionary sounds. The guitar’s role transcended music,
becoming a symbol of youth rebellion and cultural change.

This era also saw the rise of guitar heroes, whose technical skills and onstage charisma elevated the
instrument to iconic status. The electric guitar’s versatility allowed it to dominate not only rock but also
pop, soul, and later heavy metal, signifying its unparalleled adaptability within American music.

The Guitar in Contemporary America: Diversity and Innovation

Today, the guitar remains a fundamental component of American music across genres. Its history in
America has paved the way for a diverse array of playing styles, designs, and cultural expressions.

Modern Luthiery and Customization

Contemporary American luthiers continue to innovate with materials, electronics, and ergonomic designs.
From boutique acoustic guitars crafted for nuanced tonal qualities to high-tech electric models equipped
with digital interfaces, the guitar’s evolution reflects ongoing technological progress.

Moreover, customization options allow players to personalize their instruments, blending traditional
craftsmanship with modern aesthetics. This trend underscores the guitar’s enduring relevance and its
capacity to meet the demands of today’s musicians.

The Guitar’s Role in Education and Community

Beyond professional performance, the guitar serves as a vital educational tool in America. Its accessibility
makes it a popular choice for music education programs, fostering creativity and cultural appreciation
among diverse populations.

Community initiatives, open mic nights, and online platforms have democratized guitar playing and
learning, ensuring that the instrument remains integral to American cultural life. The guitar’s historical
journey from a niche European import to a ubiquitous American instrument illustrates its profound impact
on social and artistic landscapes.



The history of the guitar in America is not merely a chronology of instruments and players; it is a
narrative of cultural synthesis, technological breakthroughs, and artistic innovation. As the guitar continues
to evolve, it carries forward the legacies of those who shaped its past while inspiring future generations of
musicians.

History Of The Guitar In America
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  history of the guitar in america: The Guitar in America Jeffrey J. Noonan, 2009-10-08 The
Guitar in America offers a history of the instrument from America's late Victorian period to the Jazz
Age. The narrative traces America's BMG (banjo, mandolin, and guitar) community, a
late-nineteenth-century musical and commercial movement dedicated to introducing these
instruments into America's elite musical establishments. Using surviving BMG magazines, the author
details an almost unknown history of the guitar during the movement's heyday, tracing the guitar's
transformation from a refined parlor instrument to a mainstay in jazz and popular music. In the
process, he not only introduces musicians (including numerous women guitarists) who led the
movement, but also examines new techniques and instruments. Chapters consider the BMG
movement's impact on jazz and popular music, the use of the guitar to promote attitudes towards
women and minorities, and the challenges foreign guitarists such as Miguel Llobet and Andres
Segovia presented to America's musicians. This volume opens a new chapter on the guitar in
America, considering its cultivated past and documenting how banjoists and mandolinists aligned
their instruments to it in an effort to raise social and cultural standing. At the same time, the book
considers the BMG community within America's larger musical scene, examining its efforts as
manifestations of this country's uneasy coupling of musical art and commerce.
  history of the guitar in america: The Electric Guitar André Millard, 2004-07-20 In The
Electric Guitar, scholars working in American studies, business history, the history of technology,
and musicology come together to explore the instrument's importance as an invention and its
peculiar place in American culture. Documenting the critical and evolving relationship among
inventors, craftsmen, musicians, businessmen, music writers, and fans, the contributors look at the
guitar not just as an instrument but as a mass produced consumer good that changed the sound of
popular music and the self-image of musicians.--BOOK JACKET.
  history of the guitar in america: History of the American Guitar Tony Bacon, 2012-03-01 First
published in 2001 and now updated and expanded, History of the American Guitar begins in New
York City in the 1830s with the arrival of Christian Martin, from Germany, to set up the Martin
company. From that historic moment, the book takes readers on a fascinating and comprehensive
visual tour of U.S. guitar history. Over 75 brand names are represented, with more than 300 guitars
photographed in stunning detail, including Bigsby, Danelectro, D'Angelico, D'Aquisto, Ditson, Dobro,
Dyer, Epiphone, Fender, Gibson, Gretsch, James Trussart, Kay, Maccaferri, Martin, Micro-Frets,
Mosrite, Oahu, Ovation, Regal, Rickenbacker, Stella, Stromberg, Suhr, Taylor, Vega, Washburn,
Wilkanowski, and many more. The interrelated stories of the guitar, mandolin, and banjo are mixed
seamlessly with the history of the diverse American music that grew and prospered with these
instruments, from country to blues, from jazz to rock. The bulk of the instruments illustrated were
part of the celebrated collection of Scott Chinery, photographed before Chinery's untimely death and
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the subsequent break-up of his unique collection. The book presents every important episode in the
story of the American luthier's art and is an unparalleled resource for every musician, collector, and
music fan.
  history of the guitar in america: The History of the American Guitar Tony Bacon, 2001-09-01
The most widely played musical instrument in the world, the guitar is also the basis of American
popular music. From the birth of a daring new musical style--the blues--to jazz, rock 'n' roll, and
techno rock, from Muddy Waters to Elvis to Eddie Van Halen, it has transcended the boundaries of
mere instrument to become a true work of art and a cultural icon, its revolutionary transformations
paralleling those of American society. Hundreds of close-up color photographs and expert text trace
the development of the many types of guitar along with its musical and social legacy, since the early
1800s when C. F Martin first experimented with a radical new design--steel strings--through
Gibson's hand-carved flat-tops, Fender's electric Stratocaster model, and today's high-tech marvels,
including the 42-string Pikasso II. A fascinating excursion into guitar history, this is also an
invaluable reference for the musician, collector, and music fan.
  history of the guitar in america: Inventing the American Guitar James Westbrook, Arian
Sheets, Richard Johnston, 2013-10-01 Inventing the American Guitar is the first book to describe the
early history of American guitar design in detail. It tells the story of how a European instrument was
transformed into one with all of the design and construction features that define the iconic American
flat-top guitar. This transformation happened within a mere 20 years, a remarkably brief period. The
person who dominates this history is C. F. Martin Sr., America's first major guitar maker and the
founder of the Martin Guitar Company, which continues to produce outstanding flat-top guitars
today. After emigrating from his native Saxony to New York in 1833, Martin quickly established a
guitar making business, producing instruments modeled after those of his mentor, Johann Stauffer of
Vienna. By the time he moved his family and business to rural Pennsylvania in 1839, Martin had
absorbed and integrated the influence of Spanish guitars he had seen and heard in New York. In
Pennsylvania, he evolved further, inventing a uniquely American guitar that was fully developed
before the outbreak of the Civil War. Inventing the American Guitar traces Martin's evolution as a
craftsman and entrepreneur and explores the influences and experiments that led to his creation of
the American guitar that is recognized and played around the world today. To learn more about the
history of the Martin guitar, click here to view the video and article from BBC, How Martin Guitars
Became an 'American Stratavarius'.
  history of the guitar in america: Guitar: an American life Tim Brookes, 1979 Reunion is the
awkward, tender meeting between a father and daughter after nearly twenty years separation. Dark
Pony is the telling of a mythical story by a father to his young daughter as they drive home in the
evening.
  history of the guitar in america: Music in American Life Jacqueline Edmondson, 2013-10-03 A
fascinating exploration of the relationship between American culture and music as defined by
musicians, scholars, and critics from around the world. Music has been the cornerstone of popular
culture in the United States since the beginning of our nation's history. From early immigrants
sharing the sounds of their native lands to contemporary artists performing benefit concerts for
social causes, our country's musical expressions reflect where we, as a people, have been, as well as
our hope for the future. This four-volume encyclopedia examines music's influence on contemporary
American life, tracing historical connections over time. Music in American Life: An Encyclopedia of
the Songs, Styles, Stars, and Stories That Shaped Our Culture demonstrates the symbiotic
relationship between this art form and our society. Entries include singers, composers, lyricists,
songs, musical genres, places, instruments, technologies, music in films, music in political realms,
and music shows on television.
  history of the guitar in america: Encyclopedia of American Gospel Music W. K. McNeil, 2005
First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  history of the guitar in america: "The New Guitarscape in Critical Theory, Cultural Practice
and Musical Performance " Kevin Dawe, 2017-07-05 In The New Guitarscape, Kevin Dawe argues for



a re-assessment of guitar studies in the light of more recent musical, social, cultural and
technological developments that have taken place around the instrument. The author considers that
a detailed study of the guitar in both contemporary and cross-cultural perspectives is now absolutely
essential and that such a study must also include discussion of a wide range of theoretical issues,
literature, musical cultures and technologies as they come to bear upon the instrument. Dawe
presents a synthesis of previous work on the guitar, but also expands the terms by which the guitar
might be studied. Moreover, in order to understand the properties and potential of the guitar as an
agent of music, culture and society, the author draws from studies in science and technology, design
theory, material culture, cognition, sensual culture, gender and sexuality, power and agency,
ethnography (real and virtual) and globalization. Dawe presents the guitar as an instrument of
scientific investigation and part of the technology of globalization, created and disseminated through
corporate culture and cottage industry, held close to the body but taken away from the body in
cyberspace, and involved in an enormous variety of cultural interactions and political exchanges in
many different contexts around the world. In an effort to understand the significance and meaning of
the guitar in the lives of those who may be seen to be closest to it, as well as providing a
critically-informed discussion of various approaches to guitar performance, technologies and
techniques, the book includes discussion of the work of a wide range of guitarists, including Robert
Fripp, Kamala Shankar, Newton Faulkner, Lionel Loueke, Sharon Isbin, Steve Vai, Bob Brozman,
Kaki King, Fred Frith, John 5, Jennifer Batten, Guthrie Govan, Dominic Frasca, I Wayan Balawan,
Vicki Genfan and Hasan Cihat ?ter.
  history of the guitar in america: The Mandolin in America Walter Carter, 2016-12-01 When
large numbers of students from Spain arrived in New York in 1880, they introduced the American
public to a new instrument – the mandolin. Spanning more than a century, this book chronicles the
national mandolin craze that swept across the nation and the evolution of the instrument in America
to the present day. Eclipsing the banjo and guitar as the most popular fretted instrument in the late
19th century, the mandolin inspired the formation of the Gibson company. After World War I, the
mandolin went into a long period of decline, during which it found sanctuary in rural string bands
and bluegrass music. By the 1980s, a revival was underway, with adventurous players using
mandolins in all types of musical settings, including symphonic, semi-classical ensembles, jazz,
klezmer, Irish, choro, and all the branches emanating from bluegrass. The Mandolin in America
profiles all the significant makers, including Bigsby, Epiphone, Fender, Flatiron, Giacomel, Gibson,
Gilchrist, Lyon & Healy, Martin, Monteleone, National, Nugget, Vega, Vinaccia, and Washburn.
Lavishly illustrated with color photos throughout, this is a must-have volume for collectors and music
enthusiasts alike.
  history of the guitar in america: A Six String History of America Jay M. Pilzer, 2014-07-01
Drawing on his years of experience as a history professor and longtime guitar dealer, author Jay
Pilzer leads us on an entertaining and thoughtful journey through the fascinating, diverse, and
sometimes wild history of the guitar in America. Viewed through the broad scope of the American
experience, this retrospective cleverly melds together such unexpected guitar-related subjects as the
Tulip Mania of 1636, the swaying hips of hula girls in Hawaii, and what really powered Jimmy
Hendrix's Stratocaster at Woodstock. Our author ponders all aspects of guitar history, including: -
How the period of the Enlightenment was an influence on guitars - Why the economics of the 1600s
were a prelude to guitar prices of the twenty-first century - The surprising influences on guitar
designs and styles - How the advent of American steamboats and railroads helped guitar sales - The
development of blues and jazz, and the types of instruments used for each style - The affects of
installment buying on guitar sales after the Great Depression - How and why guitar quality declined
in the 1970s - Why guitar executives cringed at the sound of disco in the 1980s These, and many
more aspects of guitar history, are covered in this fully-readable and enjoyable book. Whether you
play or listen, this romp through the history of guitars will truly entertain!
  history of the guitar in america: Guitar Stories Michael Wright, 2000-01-01 Author Michael
Wright builds on the success of his Guitar Stories, Volume One in this series of histories of cool



guitars. Volume Two continues Wright's incredible research and painstaking attention to detail,
covering brands that had a heavy impact in the world of the guitar, including companies such as
Kay, Alamo, Veleno, Martin Electrics, Maccaferri, and Guild Solidbodies. As with Volume One, over
800 rare and fascinating photos (including sumptuous full-color spreads) help to tell the tale of these
innovative instruments. Includes a helpful index. Also available: Guitar Stories, Volume One
00330018 $29.95.
  history of the guitar in america: American Guitars Thomas Hutchin Wheeler, Tom Wheeler,
1992 Share the adventures of Odysseus, the most heroic of the ancient Greek warriors, as he returns
home to Ithaca after the Trojan War.
  history of the guitar in america: A Reference Guide to Latin American History James D.
Henderson, Helen Delpar, Maurice Philip Brungardt, Richard N. Weldon, 2000 A guide to Latin
American history includes a chronology of key events from pre-Columbian history through the
present, a thematic survey following each topic (economic change, cultural development, politics
and government) across time, and 300 biographies of Latin Americans throughout history.
  history of the guitar in america: The History and Development of the American Guitar Ken
Achard, 1979
  history of the guitar in america: The Routledge Companion to Women and Musical
Leadership Laura Hamer, Helen Julia Minors, 2024-08-13 The Routledge Companion to Women and
Musical Leadership: The Nineteenth Century and Beyond provides a comprehensive exploration of
women’s participation in musical leadership from the nineteenth century to the present. Global in
scope, with contributors from over thirty countries, this book reveals the wide range of ways in
which women have taken leadership roles across musical genres and contexts, uncovers new
histories, and considers the challenges that women continue to face. The volume addresses timely
issues in the era of movements such as #MeToo, digital feminisms, and the resurgent global feminist
movements. Its multidisciplinary chapters represent a wide range of methodologies, with historical
musicology, models drawn from ethnomusicology, analysis, philosophy, cultural studies, and practice
research all informing the book. Including almost fifty chapters written by both researchers and
practitioners in the field, it covers themes including: Historical Perspectives Conductors and
Impresarios Women’s Practices in Music Education Performance and the Music Industries Faith and
Spirituality: Worship and Sacred Musical Practices Advocacy: Collectives and Grass-Roots Activism
The Routledge Companion to Women and Musical Leadership: The Nineteenth Century and Beyond
draws together both new perspectives from early career researchers and contributions from
established world-leading scholars. It promotes academic-practitioner dialogue by bringing
contributions from both fields together, represents alternative models of women in musical
leadership, celebrates the work done by women leaders, and shows how women challenge accepted
notions of gendered roles. Offering a comprehensive overview of the varied forms of women’s
musical leadership, this volume is a vital resource for all scholars of women in music, as well as
professionals in the music industries and music education today.
  history of the guitar in america: The Guitar Chris Gibson, Andrew Warren, 2021-05-05
Guitars inspire cult-like devotion: an aficionado can tell you precisely when and where their favorite
instrument was made, the wood it is made from, and that wood’s unique effect on the instrument’s
sound. In The Guitar, Chris Gibson and Andrew Warren follow that fascination around the globe as
they trace guitars all the way back to the tree. The authors take us to guitar factories, port cities, log
booms, remote sawmills, Indigenous lands, and distant rainforests, on a quest for behind-the-scenes
stories and insights into how guitars are made, where the much-cherished guitar timbers ultimately
come from, and the people and skills that craft those timbers along the way. Gibson and Warren
interview hundreds of people to give us a first-hand account of the ins and outs of production
methods, timber milling, and forest custodianship in diverse corners of the world, including the
Pacific Northwest, Madagascar, Spain, Brazil, Germany, Japan, China, Hawaii, and Australia. They
unlock surprising insights into longer arcs of world history: on the human exploitation of nature,
colonialism, industrial capitalism, cultural tensions, and seismic upheavals. But the authors also



strike a hopeful note, offering a parable of wider resonance—of the incredible but underappreciated
skill and care that goes into growing forests and felling trees, milling timber, and making enchanting
musical instruments, set against the human tendency to reform our use (and abuse) of natural
resources only when it may be too late. The Guitar promises to resonate with anyone who has ever
fallen in love with a guitar.
  history of the guitar in america: The Rock History Reader Theo Cateforis, 2007 The Rock
History Readeris a collection of primary source material that brings to life the often contentious
issues, arguments, conflicts and creative tensions that have defined rock's momentous rise and
spread. The readings range from the vivid autobiographical accounts of such rock icons as Chuck
Berry, Ronnie Spector, and David Lee Roth and the writings of noted rock critics like Lester Bangs
and Simon Reynolds to a variety of selections from media critics, musicologists, fanzine writers,
legal experts, sociologists and prominent political figures. With numerous readings that delve into
the often explosive issues surrounding censorship, copyright, race relations, feminism, youth
subcultures and the meaning of musical value, The Rock History Readertells the history of rock as it
has been received and explained as a social and musical practice through its five-decade history.
  history of the guitar in america: Beyond the Crossroads Adam Gussow, 2017-09-05 The
devil is the most charismatic and important figure in the blues tradition. He’s not just the music’s
namesake (“the devil’s music”), but a shadowy presence who haunts an imagined Mississippi
crossroads where, it is claimed, Delta bluesman Robert Johnson traded away his soul in exchange for
extraordinary prowess on the guitar. Yet, as scholar and musician Adam Gussow argues, there is
much more to the story of the devil and the blues than these clichéd understandings. In this
groundbreaking study, Gussow takes the full measure of the devil’s presence. Working from original
transcriptions of more than 125 recordings released during the past ninety years, Gussow explores
the varied uses to which black southern blues people have put this trouble-sowing, love-wrecking,
but also empowering figure. The book culminates with a bold reinterpretation of Johnson’s music
and a provocative investigation of the way in which the citizens of Clarksdale, Mississippi, managed
to rebrand a commercial hub as “the crossroads” in 1999, claiming Johnson and the devil as their
own.
  history of the guitar in america: Southern Cultures: 2013 Global Southern Music Issue,
Enhanced Ebook Harry L. Watson, Jocelyn Neal, 2013-02-04 The Global Southern Music Issue
enhanced eBook includes all the tracks on Traveling Shoes, our special free CD and: The South
meets Senegal as hip-hop goes Trans-Atlantic. Hawaiian steel guitar sways the Southern musical
landscape. Poet Allen Ginsberg and bluesman James Son Thomas trade verses. Aussie Elvis
impersonators keep the king alive. A U.K. scholar offers a new perspective on the study of the blues.
Music pirates keep alive another tradition of bootlegging in the South. And much more. Southern
Cultures is published quarterly (spring, summer, fall, winter) by the University of North Carolina
Press. The journal is sponsored by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's Center for the
Study of the American South.
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