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Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah: A Tale of Resilience and Triumph

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah is a name that resonates deeply with readers who appreciate
stories of courage, resilience, and the quest for acceptance. The autobiographical novel "Chinese
Cinderella," penned by Adeline Yen Mah, takes us on a heartfelt journey through the struggles of a
young girl abandoned and unloved by her family, yet determined to carve out her own identity and
find her place in the world. This compelling narrative has touched the hearts of many and remains a
powerful testament to the human spirit.

The Story Behind Chinese Cinderella

At its core, "Chinese Cinderella" is an autobiographical account of Adeline Yen Mah’s childhood in a
traditional Chinese family that was fraught with neglect and emotional abuse. The book reveals the
harsh realities faced by Adeline, who was considered bad luck after the death of her mother shortly
after her birth. Her stepmother’s coldness and her father’s indifference left her isolated and unloved,
much like the classic Cinderella fairytale but set against the backdrop of mid-20th century China.

This story isn’t just about hardship; it's about how Adeline’s determination to succeed academically
and personally helped her overcome the emotional barriers placed before her. Readers witness her
gradual transformation from a neglected child into a confident and accomplished woman, making
"Chinese Cinderella" an inspiring read for anyone facing adversity.

Adeline Yen Mah: The Author Behind the Story

Adeline Yen Mah's life story is as compelling as the book itself. Born in Tianjin, China, in 1937, she
faced numerous challenges growing up, including family rejection and the cultural expectations of her
time. Despite these obstacles, she pursued education with vigor, eventually becoming a doctor and a
successful writer. Her ability to channel her painful experiences into literature has made her a
celebrated figure in contemporary Chinese literature.

Her Writing Style and Impact

Adeline’s writing style is straightforward yet deeply emotional, which allows readers to connect
intimately with her experiences. The narrative is accessible to young readers, making "Chinese
Cinderella" a staple in school curriculums worldwide. It serves not only as a memoir but also as a
lesson in resilience, empathy, and the importance of self-worth.

The impact of her work extends beyond literature. Adeline Yen Mah has become an advocate for
children’s rights and education, often speaking about the importance of nurturing and supporting
children regardless of their background.



Key Themes Explored in Chinese Cinderella

Understanding the themes in "Chinese Cinderella" enriches the reading experience and highlights
why the book remains relevant.

e Family and Rejection: The novel explores the complex dynamics within traditional Chinese
families, especially how favoritism and cultural superstitions can affect children’s lives.

* Resilience and Hope: Despite the adversity, Adeline’s story is ultimately about hope and the
power of perseverance.

¢ Identity and Self-Worth: The narrative emphasizes the importance of recognizing one’s own
value, even when others fail to do so.

e Education as Liberation: Adeline’s academic success is portrayed as a means of escaping her
painful circumstances and shaping her future.

Exploring Traditional Chinese Culture

The backdrop of Chinese culture adds depth to the story. Readers gain insight into family hierarchies,
customs, and societal expectations of the era. This cultural context helps explain some of the
characters’ behaviors and decisions, making the story not just personal but also a window into a
different time and place.

Why Chinese Cinderella Resonates Globally

Many readers around the world find "Chinese Cinderella" relatable despite cultural differences. The
universal themes of longing for love, acceptance, and overcoming hardship transcend borders.
Moreover, the candid portrayal of familial conflict invites readers to reflect on their own relationships
and personal struggles.

Educational Value
"Chinese Cinderella" is frequently included in educational syllabi because it provides:
1. Areal-life perspective on historical events and Chinese traditions.

2. An engaging narrative that encourages empathy and critical thinking.

3. Discussion points about bullying, neglect, and mental health.



Teachers often use the book to initiate conversations about resilience and the importance of kindness,
making it a valuable resource in classrooms.

Lessons and Insights from Adeline Yen Mah’s Story

One of the most inspiring aspects of "Chinese Cinderella" is the life lessons it imparts. Here are some
key takeaways readers can apply to their own lives:

Never Let Circumstances Define You: Adeline’s story shows that your beginnings do not
have to dictate your future.

The Power of Education: Learning can open doors to new opportunities and personal growth.

Self-Worth is Essential: Recognizing your own value is crucial, especially when external
validation is lacking.

Perseverance Pays Off: Despite repeated setbacks, persistence can lead to success.

How to Approach Similar Memoirs

If you're drawn to "Chinese Cinderella," you might enjoy exploring other memoirs that combine
personal hardship with cultural insight. When reading such stories, consider the broader social and
historical context to deepen your understanding and appreciation.

Adeline Yen Mah’s Other Works and Contributions

Beyond "Chinese Cinderella," Adeline Yen Mah has authored other books, including sequels and
novels that further explore themes of family, identity, and cultural heritage. She has also contributed
to medical literature, reflecting her dual career as a physician and an author.

Her dedication to storytelling has inspired many, and she continues to engage with readers through
lectures, interviews, and literary events. For those captivated by "Chinese Cinderella," following her
work provides ongoing inspiration and perspective.

Exploring the narrative of chinese cinderella adeline yen mah invites readers into a world of
emotional complexity, cultural richness, and unyielding hope. It serves as a reminder of the strength
inherent in every individual, especially those who rise above the challenges life presents. Through her
honest storytelling, Adeline Yen Mah not only shares her past but also illuminates a path toward
understanding and compassion for all who read her work.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Chinese Cinderella' by Adeline Yen
Mah?

The main theme of 'Chinese Cinderella' is the struggle for love and acceptance within a harsh and
neglectful family environment, highlighting issues of neglect, resilience, and self-worth.

Who is the protagonist in 'Chinese Cinderella' and what
challenges does she face?

The protagonist is Adeline Yen Mah herself, who faces emotional abuse and neglect from her family,
especially her stepmother, while striving for academic success and recognition.

How does Adeline Yen Mah'’s relationship with her family
influence the narrative in 'Chinese Cinderella'?

Adeline's strained and painful relationship with her family, particularly her stepmother, drives the
emotional core of the story, illustrating the impact of familial rejection and the pursuit of personal
identity.

What role does education play in Adeline Yen Mah'’s life as
depicted in ‘Chinese Cinderella'?

Education serves as a source of hope and empowerment for Adeline, allowing her to prove her worth
and gain some measure of independence despite her family's neglect.

Why is 'Chinese Cinderella' considered an important work in
children’s literature?

'‘Chinese Cinderella' is important because it provides a candid, autobiographical insight into cultural
and familial challenges, promoting themes of resilience and self-respect, and encouraging empathy
and understanding among young readers.

Additional Resources

Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah: A Critical Exploration of a Powerful Memoir

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah is a phrase that resonates deeply within the realm of
autobiographical literature, particularly when examining narratives that explore themes of familial
neglect, cultural identity, and resilience. Adeline Yen Mah's memoir, Chinese Cinderella, offers a
compelling, poignant account of her childhood struggles within a complex and often hostile family
environment. This article delves into the nuances of the memaoir, exploring its narrative structure,
thematic elements, and cultural significance, while providing a professional review that situates the
work within both literary and socio-historical contexts.



Understanding Chinese Cinderella: Context and
Content

Chinese Cinderella is a semi-autobiographical work that chronicles the early years of Adeline Yen Mah,
a Chinese qgirl born into a wealthy family but subjected to severe emotional neglect and
maltreatment. Written originally as a memoir for her family, the book ultimately reached a wider
audience, becoming an influential text in both educational settings and among readers interested in
personal narratives of adversity.

The memoir is structured around key episodes from Adeline’s childhood, offering a chronological yet
deeply reflective portrayal of her experiences. It opens with the tragic death of her mother shortly
after childbirth—a pivotal event that sets the tone for the familial dynamics that follow. Throughout
the memoir, Mah navigates themes of exclusion, perseverance, and the search for love and
acceptance, making the work a rich tapestry of emotional complexity.

Thematic Exploration: Familial Neglect and Resilience

One of the most striking aspects of Chinese Cinderella is its unflinching depiction of familial neglect.
Adeline’s stepmother is portrayed as a figure of cruelty and favoritism, often singling out Adeline for
harsh treatment. This dynamic is not merely anecdotal; it reflects broader societal attitudes toward
gender, inheritance, and familial hierarchy in mid-20th century China. The memoir provides a window
into these cultural tensions while maintaining a deeply personal narrative voice.

Despite these challenges, Adeline’s resilience emerges as a central theme. Her academic
achievements and personal determination serve as acts of quiet rebellion against the emotional
deprivation she endures. The memoir underscores the transformative power of education and self-
worth, positioning Mah’s story as one of hope amid adversity.

Adeline Yen Mah’s Narrative Style and Literary Devices

From a literary perspective, Chinese Cinderella employs straightforward, accessible prose that
enhances its appeal to a broad readership, including younger audiences. Mah’s narrative style is
characterized by clarity and emotional honesty, avoiding melodrama while still conveying the
intensity of her experiences. This balance allows readers to engage with the content critically and
empathetically.

Symbolism and metaphor are subtly woven throughout the memoir. The title itself, “Chinese
Cinderella,” alludes to the classic fairy tale of Cinderella—an archetype of mistreatment and eventual
triumph. However, Mah’s story deviates from the fairy tale’s predictable happy ending, emphasizing
the ongoing struggles faced by many children in dysfunctional families. This nuanced approach
challenges readers to reconsider simplistic narratives of victimhood and success.



Cultural and Historical Significance

Chinese Cinderella offers more than a personal story; it is a cultural artifact that sheds light on the
societal norms and historical context of 1940s and 1950s China. The memoir touches on aspects such
as traditional Chinese family values, gender roles, and the impact of political upheaval on family life.
These elements enrich the reader’s understanding of the environment in which Mah grew up and the
systemic forces shaping her experiences.

In comparison to other memoirs from similar time periods, Chinese Cinderella stands out for its focus

on the intersection of personal trauma and cultural expectations. It invites critical reflection on how
cultural heritage can both support and constrain individuals, particularly women.

Reception and Educational Value

Since its publication, Chinese Cinderella has been widely embraced in educational curricula around
the world. Its accessibility and emotional depth make it an effective tool for discussions on topics such
as child abuse, resilience, and cultural identity. Teachers often highlight the memoir’s potential to
foster empathy and critical thinking among students.

However, some critics argue that the memoir’s intensely personal narrative may limit its scope,

suggesting that it sometimes sacrifices broader contextualization for emotional impact. Nonetheless,
the book’s strengths in storytelling and thematic richness often outweigh these concerns.

Pros and Cons of Chinese Cinderella

e Pros:
o Authentic and compelling first-person narrative
o Accessible language suitable for diverse audiences
o Insightful portrayal of cultural and familial dynamics

o Inspiration for readers facing adversity

e Cons:
o Limited exploration of historical and socio-political context
o Potential emotional heaviness for sensitive readers

o QOccasional narrative gaps that may confuse some readers



Comparative Analysis: Chinese Cinderella and Other
Memoirs

When compared to other memoirs detailing childhood hardships, such as Maya Angelou’s | Know Why
the Caged Bird Sings or Jeannette Walls’ The Glass Castle, Chinese Cinderella shares thematic
commonalities in resilience and overcoming adversity. However, Mah’s narrative is distinct in its
cultural specificity and the exploration of Chinese familial structures.

Unlike some Western memoirs that focus heavily on external societal challenges, Chinese Cinderella
places significant emphasis on internal family dynamics and cultural expectations. This focus offers
unique insights but also means the memoir may resonate differently with readers depending on their
cultural backgrounds.

Impact on Readers and Literary Legacy

Chinese Cinderella has left a lasting impact on readers worldwide, particularly young adults who often
find in Adeline Yen Mah’s story a mirror for their own struggles with identity and acceptance. The
memoir’s continued inclusion in school syllabi attests to its enduring relevance and educational value.

Moreover, Mah’s work has contributed to broader conversations about Asian representation in
literature, especially narratives that move beyond stereotypes to present multifaceted human
experiences. It stands as a testament to the power of personal storytelling in bridging cultural divides.

As readers engage with Chinese Cinderella, they are invited not only to witness Adeline Yen Mah'’s

personal journey but also to reflect on the universal themes of love, rejection, and the quest for
belonging that transcend cultural boundaries.
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chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah, 2010-09-14 More
than 800,000 copies in print! From the author of critically acclaimed and bestselling memoir Falling
Leaves, this is a poignant and moving true account of her childhood, growing up as an unloved
daughter in 1940s China. A Chinese proverb says, Falling leaves return to their roots. In her own
courageous voice, Adeline Yen Mah returns to her roots to tell the story of her painful childhood and
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her ultimate triumph in the face of despair. Adeline's affluent, powerful family considers her bad
luck after her mother dies giving birth to her, and life does not get any easier when her father
remarries. Adeline and her siblings are subjected to the disdain of her stepmother, while her
stepbrother and stepsister are spoiled with gifts and attention. Although Adeline wins prizes at
school, they are not enough to compensate for what she really yearns for -- the love and
understanding of her family. Like the classic Cinderella story, this powerful memoir is a moving
story of resilience and hope. Includes an Author's Note, a 6-page photo insert, a historical note, and
the Chinese text of the original Chinese Cinderella. A PW BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR AN ALA-YALSA
BEST BOOK FOR YOUNG ADULTS “One of the most inspiring books I have ever read.” -The
Guardian

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah, 2009-07-01
Great middle greats fiction.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Along the River Adeline Yen Mah, 2012-04-10
Bestselling Chinese American author Adeline Yen Mah weaves her authentic accounts of life in
China into an absorbing novel about a Chinese girl and her vision of a previous life. After a fall, CC is
whisked away to a hospital. As she drifts in and out of consciousness, she is haunted by vivid dreams
that seem strange—yet somehow familiar. Thus begins CC’s emotional journey back to a privileged
life lived eight hundred years ago during the Song dynasty. CC is the daughter of a wealthy and
influential man, but she finds herself drawn to a poor orphan boy with a startling ability to capture
the beauty of the natural world. As the relationship between these two young people deepens, the
transforming power of art and romantic love comes into conflict with the immovable rules of Chinese
society. This stunning fantasy adventure novel, inspired by China’s most famous painting, Along the
River at the Qing Ming Festival, tells the story of a friendship both tender and bold. CC’s remarkable
journey reminds readers that though time moves on, art and love endure.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah, 2024-06-20
Puffin Clothbound Classics are stunning collectable hardback editions of some of the best-loved
classics in the world - including this very special 25th anniversary edition of Chinese Cinderella.
Born into the world with her story already written and woven with bad luck, Adeline turns her
attention to school, where she discovers that she is a talented writer, much to Father's disapproval.
‘Writer! You are going to starve!' But with a pen in her hand, she can't help but wonder what it
would be like to be a writer - no, an author! It won't be easy, but Adeline must have the courage to
rewrite her story...

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella Boy Knight Adeline Yen Mah,
2006-01-01

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella and the Secret Dragon Society
Adeline Yen Mah, 2004-08-05 During her lonely childhood in Shanghai, Adeline Yen Mah wrote
adventure stories to escape from her terrible step-mother and cruel siblings. The characters she
created often became more real to her than her own family. In Chinese Cinderella and the Secret
Dragon Society, Adeline tells the story of Chinese Cinderella, a young girl who, after being thrown
out of her home, has no choice but to go out and seek her own destiny. Soon she meets up with a
group of children, all orphaned but each from a different background, who live with an old lady
called Grandma Wu. Chinese Cinderella, or CC for short, decides her future after consulting an
ancient book which helps to show her the way forward. And her choice takes her on a mission to
save the lives of others. Based on a true-life incident during World War II. CC and the others bravely
rescue a group of American pilots whose plane crashed after a bombing raid on Japan. Although her
father is looking for her, CC knows that she can never go back to live with her cruel stepmother, and
now there is no turning back.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella: The Mystery of the Song
Dynasty Painting Adeline Yen Mah, 2009-08-06 Following a fall in the Shanghai market, Chinese
Cinderella is whisked away to Grandma Wu's house to recover. As she lapses in and out of
consciousness, she is haunted by vivid dreams that seem strange - yet somehow familiar - to her. A



tale of slavery and friendship, wealth, poverty and an arranged marriage begins, as Chinese
Cinderella recalls a life lived centuries before. But is it real, or all in her imagination . . .

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah, 2004-09 In this
autobiography, Adeline Yen Mah's family considers her bad luck because her mother died giving
birth to her. They discriminate against her and make her feel unwanted yet she yearns and
continuously strives for her parents' love. Her stepmother is vindictive and cruel and her father
dismissive. Jung-ling grows up to be an academic child, with a natural ability for writing. Only her
aunt and grandfather offer her any love and kindness. The story is of survival in the light of the
mental and physical cruelty of her stepmother and the disloyalty of her siblings. Jung-ling blossoms
in spite of everything and the story ends as her father agrees to let her study in England.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: A Thousand Pieces of Gold Adeline Yen Mah, 2003-09-16
In this poignant memoir the New York Times bestselling author of Falling Leaves, Adeline Yen Mah,
provides a fascinating window into the history and cultural soul of China. Combining personal
reflections, rich historical insights, and proverbs handed down to her by her grandfather, Yen Mah
shares the wealth of Chinese civilization with Western readers. Exploring the history behind the
proverbs, she delves into the lives of the first and second emperors and the two rebel warriors who
changed the course of Chinese life, adding stories from her own life to beautifully illustrate their
relevance and influence today.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Watching the Tree Adeline Yen Mah, 2002 The author
dicusses various aspects of Chinese culture, and traditions, including Buddhism, the I Ching,
Confucius, and others, and tells stories from her life as a child in China and later a doctor in England
and America.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Falling Leaves Return to Their Roots Adeline Yen Mah,
1997 After Adeline's mother died, her affluent father remarried a French-Chinese teenager, Niang,
and the family moved to Shanghai where they lived in a large house in the middle of the French
Concession. During this time, the 1930s, when everything western in treaty ports such as Shanghai
was deemed superior to anything Chinese, Niang was the ultimate status symbol and Adeline's
father was besotted.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Falling Leaves Adeline Yen Mah, 1999-04-06 The
emotionally wrenching yet ultimately uplifting memoir of a Chinese woman struggling to win the
love and acceptance of her family. Born in 1937 in a port city a thousand miles north of Shanghai,
Adeline Yen Mah was the youngest child of an affluent Chinese family who enjoyed rare privileges
during a time of political and cultural upheaval. But wealth and position could not shield Adeline
from a childhood of appalling emotional abuse at the hands of a cruel and manipulative stepmother.
Determined to survive through her enduring faith in family unity, Adeline struggled for
independence as she moved from Hong Kong to England and eventually to the United States to
become a physician and writer. A compelling, painful, and ultimately triumphant story of a girl's
journey into adulthood, Adeline's story is a testament to the most basic of human needs: acceptance,
love, and understanding. With a powerful voice that speaks of the harsh realities of growing up
female in a family and society that kept girls in emotional chains, Falling Leaves is a work of
heartfelt intimacy and a rare authentic portrait of twentieth-century China. Riveting. A marvel of
memory. Poignant proof of the human will to endure. —Amy Tan

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: One Written Word is Worth a Thousand Pieces of Gold
Adeline Yen Mah, 2002 Adeline Yen Mah introduces us to the rich picture of the first century BC
when, after long wars between states, China was finally united and the richness of its literature and
art could flourish.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Asian American Autobiographers Guiyou Huang,
2001-05-30 Asian Americans have made many significant contributions to industry, science, politics,
and the arts. At the same time, they have made great sacrifices and endured enormous hardships.
This reference examines autobiographies and memoirs written by Asian Americans in the twentieth
century. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on 60 major autobiographers of Asian descent.



Some of these, such as Meena Alexander and Maxine Hong Kingston, are known primarily for their
writings; others, such as Daniel K. Inouye, are known largely for other achievements, which they
have chronicled in their autobiographies. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and
provides a reliable account of the autobiographer's life; reviews major autobiographical works and
themes, including fictionalized autobiographies and autobiographical novels; presents a meticulously
researched account of the critical reception of these works; and closes with a bibliography of
primary and secondary sources. An introductory essay considers the history and development of
autobiography in American literature and culture and discusses issues and themes vital to Asian
American autobiographies and memoirs, such as family, diaspora, nationhood, identity, cultural
assimilation, racial dynamics, and the formation of the Asian American literary canon. The volume
closes with a selected bibliography.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Identity Kit Kate McGough, 2001 Designed to be used
by children in their first six months of school PM Starters One and Two

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: The Kids' Book Club Book Judy Gelman, Vicki Levy
Krupp, 2007-05-10 The first complete guide-for use by adults and children-to creating fun and
educational book clubs for kids. As authors of The Book Club Cookbook, the classic guide to
integrating great food and food-related discussion into book club gatherings, Judy Gelman and Vicki
Levy Krupp hear a common refrain from parents, librarians, teachers, community leaders and kids
themselves: How about writing a book for kids' book clubs? Indeed, in recent years youth
organizations, parents, libraries, schools, and our local, state, and federal governments have
launched thousands of book clubs for children as a way to counter falling literacy rates and foster a
love of reading. Based on surveys representing five hundred youth book clubs across the country
and interviews with parents, kids, educators, and librarians, The Kids' Book Club Book features: -
the top fifty favorite book club reads for children ages eight to eighteen; - ideas and advice on
forming great kids' book clubs-and tips for kids who want to start their own book clubs; - recipes,
activities, and insights from such bestselling children's book authors as Christopher Paolini, Lois
Lowry, Jerry Spinelli, Nancy Farmer, Christopher Paul Curtis, Andrew Clements, Laurie Halse
Anderson, Norton Juster, and many others. From recipes for the Dump Punch and egg salad
sandwiches included in Kate DiCamillo's Because of Winn-Dixie to instructionson how to make soap
carvings like the ones left in the knot-hole of a tree in Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, this book
provides a bounty of ideas for making every kids' book club a success.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Begin Here Rocio G. Davis, 2007-01-31 An analytically
innovative work, Begin Here widens the current critical focus of Asian North American literary
studies by proposing an integrated thematic and narratological approach to the practice of
autobiography. It demonstrates how Asian North American memoirs of childhood challenge the
construction and performative potential of national experiences. This understanding influences
theoretical approaches to ethnic life writing, expanding the boundaries of traditional autobiography
by negotiating narrative techniques and genre and raising complex questions about
self-representation and the construction of cultural memory. By examining the artistic project of
some fifty Asian North American writers who deploy their childhood narratives in the representation
of the individual processes of self-identification and negotiation of cultural and national affiliation,
this work provides a comprehensive overview of Asian North American autobiographies of childhood
published over the last century. Importantly, it also attends to new ways of writing autobiographies,
employing comics, blending verse, prose, diaries, and life writing for children, and using relational
approaches to self-identification, among others.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: Write Your Own Autobiography Natalie M. Rosinsky,
2008 Explains how to write an autobiography, discussing such elements as setting, character, point
of view, and plot, and contains examples from successful books and profiles of notable authors.

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: English for the More Able Mary Green, 2002

chinese cinderella adeline yen mah: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Asian American
Literature Guiyou Huang, 2008-12-30 Asian American literature dates back to the close of the 19th



century, and during the years following World War II it significantly expanded in volume and
diversity. Monumental in scope, this encyclopedia surveys Asian American literature from its origins
through 2007. Included are more than 270 alphabetically arranged entries on writers, major works,
significant historical events, and important terms and concepts. Thus the encyclopedia gives special
attention to the historical, social, cultural, and legal contexts surrounding Asian American literature
and central to the Asian American experience. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and
cites works for further reading, and the encyclopedia closes with a selected, general bibliography of
essential print and electronic resources. While literature students will value this encyclopedia as a
guide to writings by Asian Americans, the encyclopedia also supports the social studies curriculum
by helping students use literature to learn about Asian American history and culture, as it pertains
to writers from a host of Asian ethnic and cultural backgrounds, including Afghans, Chinese,
Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Iranians, Indians, Vietnamese, Hawaiians, and other Asian Pacific
Islanders. The encyclopedia supports the literature curriculum by helping students learn more about
Asian American literature. In addition, it supports the social studies curriculum by helping students
learn about the Asian American historical and cultural experience.
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