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war magician the TRUE story of jasper maskelyne is a fascinating tale that combines the worlds
of illusion and warfare in a way few have ever imagined. Jasper Maskelyne was no ordinary magician;
during World War II, he allegedly used his extraordinary talents to aid the Allied forces in North Africa
through the art of deception and camouflage. This story, part legend and part historical fact, sheds
light on a unique chapter of military history where magic met military strategy under the harsh
realities of war.

The Man Behind the Magic: Who Was Jasper
Maskelyne?

Before diving into the incredible exploits that earned him the nickname "war magician," it’s important
to understand the man himself. Jasper Maskelyne came from a family of renowned magicians,
inheriting a legacy of illusion and spectacle. His skills were honed on stages and in theaters, but the
outbreak of World War II presented an unexpected new stage—one where his illusions could serve a
far greater purpose.

Jasper’s background as a stage magician gave him an unparalleled understanding of misdirection,
camouflage, and creating convincing illusions. These skills were soon put to the test by British military
intelligence, who recognized the potential of using deception to mislead enemy forces.

War Magician: The TRUE Story of Jasper Maskelyne’s
Role in WWII

From Stage to Battlefield: The Transition

When the war began, traditional combat tactics were being challenged by the need for innovative
strategies. Jasper Maskelyne was recruited by the British War Office to develop deception tactics that
could protect troops and vital installations from Axis forces.

One of the most remarkable aspects of Maskelyne’s wartime career was his ability to blend theatrical
illusions with practical military needs. He led a special unit called the "Camouflage Unit" or sometimes
referred to as the "Magic Gang," which specialized in creating large-scale illusions designed to
confuse and mislead the enemy.



Master of Camouflage and Deception

The true genius of Jasper Maskelyne lay in his creative use of materials such as nets, canvases,
mirrors, and paint to alter the appearance of military assets. His team created fake tanks, aircraft,
and even entire airfields to divert enemy reconnaissance and bombers away from real targets.

One famous example includes the creation of a decoy harbor at Alexandria, Egypt, where he
reportedly used canvas and paint to simulate ships and docks, drawing Axis bombers to attack empty
targets instead of the real naval facilities. This kind of large-scale deception was revolutionary and
required a combination of artistic skill and tactical insight.

The Illusion of Invisibility

Perhaps the most legendary part of Jasper Maskelyne’s story is his work on making objects “invisible”
to the enemy. Using techniques such as camouflage netting designed to break up the outline of tanks
and buildings, combined with clever placement of shadows and reflections, he aimed to hide entire
convoys and bases from aerial surveillance.

Some accounts even suggest that Maskelyne experimented with advanced optical illusions that bent
light to hide critical installations, although these stories often border on the mythical. Regardless, his
innovative approach to concealment undoubtedly saved lives and resources during critical moments
of the North African campaign.

Separating Fact from Fiction: The Debate Around
Jasper Maskelyne’s Legacy

Myth vs. Reality

While Jasper Maskelyne’s exploits have been celebrated in books and documentaries, historians
debate the extent of his actual impact. Some argue that his stories were exaggerated, perhaps by
Maskelyne himself, to enhance his reputation post-war. Others maintain that his contributions were
crucial but obscured by the secretive nature of wartime intelligence operations.

It’s important to understand that many wartime deceptions were collaborative efforts involving many
individuals and military units. Maskelyne’s role, while significant, was part of a broader strategy of
camouflage and misinformation employed by the Allies.

Why His Story Endures

The enduring appeal of the war magician story lies in its blend of creativity, ingenuity, and the human
desire to outsmart the enemy without direct confrontation. Maskelyne’s story inspires because it
shows how unconventional thinking can have a real impact on the course of history.



His legacy also highlights the often overlooked role of psychological warfare and deception in modern
combat, reminding us that war is not only fought with guns and tanks but also with ideas and
illusions.

Lessons from the War Magician: Insights into Military
Deception

The Power of Creativity in Warfare

One key takeaway from Jasper Maskelyne’s story is the critical importance of creativity in military
strategy. His ability to use theatrical techniques for practical purposes demonstrates how cross-
disciplinary skills can lead to innovative solutions in unexpected fields.

Camouflage and Misdirection: Still Relevant Today

Modern military forces continue to use deception and camouflage extensively, although with more
advanced technology such as radar jamming and electronic warfare. Yet, the principles Maskelyne
championed—misleading the enemy’s perception and protecting assets through visual
trickery—remain foundational.

Tips for Applying Maskelyne’s Principles Beyond the
Battlefield

- **Think outside the box:** Sometimes unconventional approaches yield the best results.
- **Understand your audience:** Just as Maskelyne studied enemy reconnaissance methods, knowing
how your audience perceives information is crucial.
- **Use misdirection wisely:** Whether in marketing, negotiations, or everyday problem-solving,
controlling attention can be a powerful tool.

The Cultural Impact of War Magician Jasper Maskelyne

Maskelyne’s story has inspired novels, films, and documentaries, contributing to popular culture’s
fascination with wartime espionage and deception. His blend of magic and military strategy embodies
the romantic ideal of the clever underdog outwitting a stronger adversary.

This narrative continues to resonate because it humanizes war, focusing on intellect and creativity
rather than sheer force. It also serves as a reminder of the many unsung heroes whose contributions,
though less visible, were vital to the Allied victory.

---



The tale of war magician the TRUE story of Jasper Maskelyne is a remarkable example of how
imagination and skill can intersect with history’s most serious events. Whether fully factual or partly
myth, his legacy encourages us to appreciate the subtle art of deception and the power of ingenuity
in shaping the outcomes of conflict.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Jasper Maskelyne, the war magician?
Jasper Maskelyne was a British stage magician who used his skills in illusion and camouflage to aid
the Allied forces during World War II.

What is the main focus of 'War Magician: The True Story of
Jasper Maskelyne'?
The book and film focus on Maskelyne's efforts to use magic, deception, and camouflage techniques
to mislead and confuse enemy forces in North Africa during WWII.

How did Jasper Maskelyne contribute to the war effort?
Maskelyne applied his illusionist skills to create deceptive camouflage, fake tanks, and other visual
tricks that helped protect troops and misdirect the enemy.

Is 'War Magician' a documentary or a dramatized account?
'War Magician' is a dramatized account based on true events, combining historical facts with some
artistic license.

What are some notable illusions or tactics used by Maskelyne
during the war?
He used large-scale camouflage, constructed dummy airfields and tanks, and created visual illusions
like hiding key installations from enemy reconnaissance.

Why is Jasper Maskelyne's story significant in military history?
His innovative use of magic and deception techniques showcased unconventional warfare strategies
that contributed to Allied successes and influenced military camouflage methods.

Where can I watch or read more about 'War Magician: The
True Story of Jasper Maskelyne'?
You can watch the 'War Magician' film adaptation on various streaming platforms and find books
detailing his life and war efforts in bookstores and online retailers.
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**War Magician: The TRUE Story of Jasper Maskelyne**

war magician the TRUE story of jasper maskelyne delves into the fascinating life and exploits of
one of World War II’s most enigmatic figures. Jasper Maskelyne, a British stage magician turned
military illusionist, is credited with using his mastery of deception and camouflage to aid the Allied
war effort. However, the veracity of his feats has been the subject of debate among historians,
military experts, and magic enthusiasts alike. This article provides an investigative and analytical look
at the man behind the myth, exploring the historical context, the nature of his contributions, and the
legacy that continues to intrigue researchers and storytellers.

The Origins of Jasper Maskelyne’s War Magic

Jasper Maskelyne hailed from a family with a deep connection to the world of magic and illusion.
Before the outbreak of World War II, he was already an established magician in London’s
entertainment circles. His unique skill set caught the attention of military strategists seeking
innovative ways to mislead and confuse enemy forces. During the war, Maskelyne was recruited into
a secretive branch of the British Army’s camouflage unit, where he applied theatrical techniques to
military deception.

The concept of camouflage itself was not new, but Maskelyne’s approach incorporated elements of
illusion, misdirection, and large-scale props, transforming traditional concealment into an art form. His
work encompassed everything from hiding entire cities to creating phantom armies, all designed to
divert Axis forces and protect Allied operations.

Camouflage and Illusion in Warfare

Maskelyne’s wartime activities focused on what he termed “magic” in the battlefield
context—creating illusions that would baffle enemy reconnaissance and artillery. This involved:

Constructing fake tanks, aircraft, and vehicles using wood and canvas

Painting large-scale decoys on the ground to mimic military installations

Employing light and shadow manipulation to distort enemy perception

Designing camouflage nets that blended perfectly with desert landscapes

Such innovations aimed to reduce casualties and protect vital infrastructure by misleading enemy
intelligence. The use of deception in military operations was later recognized as a critical factor in key
battles, particularly in the North African campaign.



Evaluating the Impact: Fact vs. Fiction in Maskelyne’s
Legacy

While Jasper Maskelyne’s story has often been portrayed with dramatic flair, separating fact from
fiction remains challenging. His own writings and some wartime accounts credit him with spectacular
achievements, such as rendering the port of Alexandria invisible to German bombers or masking the
Suez Canal. However, subsequent scholarly analysis points to embellishments and exaggerations.

Military records and testimonies from other camouflage experts suggest that Maskelyne’s role, while
valuable, may not have been as singular or groundbreaking as popular narratives imply. The success
of Allied deception efforts was a collective endeavor involving numerous specialists, including artists,
engineers, and soldiers. Maskelyne’s contributions were part of a broader strategy rather than
isolated magical acts.

The Role of the Camouflage Unit

The British Army’s Camouflage Unit, officially known as the Royal Engineers Camouflage Section, was
responsible for developing and implementing deception tactics. Maskelyne was one member of this
team, and although his background as a magician provided unique skills, the unit’s effectiveness
relied on collaboration and scientific principles.

Key functions of the camouflage unit included:

Designing and deploying dummy equipment to mislead enemy aerial reconnaissance1.

Concealing real military assets using innovative materials and paint schemes2.

Developing counter-surveillance measures to protect critical infrastructure3.

In this context, Maskelyne’s theatrical expertise complemented the technical and strategic
approaches of his colleagues.

The Influence of War Magician the TRUE Story of Jasper
Maskelyne on Popular Culture

The intriguing narrative of Jasper Maskelyne has inspired books, documentaries, and films, often
highlighting his almost superhuman abilities to fool the enemy. The term “war magician” itself
conjures images of a lone genius wielding illusions as weapons. This romanticized portrayal, while
captivating, sometimes overshadows the complex reality of wartime deception.

Several authors have revisited Maskelyne’s story with a more critical lens, emphasizing the need to
recognize the collective nature of wartime efforts and to appreciate the contributions of unsung



heroes. Nonetheless, the use of magic and illusion as metaphors for camouflage and deception
remains a powerful storytelling device.

Comparisons with Other Military Deception Specialists

Jasper Maskelyne is often compared with other notable figures in military deception, such as:

John W. Beattie, who used similar camouflage techniques in the Pacific theater

Dudley Clarke, the mastermind behind Operation Bodyguard, the elaborate deception plan for
D-Day

The artists and engineers who created inflatable tanks and fake airfields during the war

These comparisons highlight that while Maskelyne’s background was unique, the principles of illusion
and camouflage were widely applied and refined by many during World War II.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of Maskelyne’s Methods

Maskelyne’s approach to military deception had distinct advantages and limitations:

Advantages

Innovative use of theatrical skills: His experience as a stage magician brought creativity to
military camouflage, encouraging unconventional thinking.

Psychological impact: The illusions could confuse and demoralize enemy forces, buying time
and reducing Allied casualties.

Cost-effective: Creating fake equipment and installations was often cheaper and quicker than
deploying real assets.

Limitations

Scope of effectiveness: Not all illusions worked as intended, and some were easily detected
by enemy intelligence.



Over-reliance on spectacle: In some cases, the emphasis on dramatic deception might have
overshadowed more subtle and reliable camouflage techniques.

Documentation gaps: The lack of comprehensive records makes it difficult to verify the full
impact of Maskelyne’s efforts.

The Enduring Fascination with War Magic

The true story of Jasper Maskelyne continues to capture the imagination of historians and magic
enthusiasts. Whether viewed as a pioneering illusionist or as a figure whose legend has been
amplified over time, his legacy underscores the intersection of creativity and warfare. The blending of
art and science in camouflage and deception remains relevant today, influencing modern military
tactics and security strategies.

In revisiting war magician the TRUE story of jasper maskelyne, it becomes clear that the power of
illusion extends beyond the stage, shaping the course of history in subtle yet profound ways.
Maskelyne’s tale invites us to consider how the boundaries between reality and perception can be
manipulated—even in the gravest of conflicts—to alter outcomes and save lives.
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Extraordinary True Story David Fisher, 2023-04-18 Based on an extraordinary true story and soon to
be a major film produced by and starring Benedict Cumberbatch, The War Magician is the
remarkable tale of the man who used the powers of illusion to fight the Nazis--and created the most
remarkable feat of legerdemain since the Trojan Horse. How an Illusionist Changed the Course of
World War II When England went to war against Hitler in 1939, it mobilized its entire military and
industrial resources. But there was no place in that vast army for legendary stage magician Jasper
Maskelyne, whose family was renowned for creating modern theatrical illusions. Maskelyne was
determined to fight the Nazis using his only weapon: he intended to apply the techniques of popular
magic to the battlefield. Initially ignored and ridiculed by the staid military leadership, he eventually
cajoled his way into the Camouflage Corps and was sent to the Western Desert where he created a
new type of warfare. With his small group of artists, the Magic Gang, Maskelyne designed and
developed ingenious weapons, then tricked the Desert Fox, General Rommel, and his fabled Afrika
Corps into believing there were tanks and battleships where there were none, concealed the Suez
Canal, and even successfully moved Alexandria Harbor. But it required all his skills to pull off
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brought your magic wand with you. This is the fact-based story of the illusion that won the war in
the desert.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: The War Magician David Fisher,
2023-04-18 Based on an extraordinary true story and soon to be a major film produced by and
starring Benedict Cumberbatch, The War Magician is the remarkable tale of the man who used the
powers of illusion to fight the Nazis—and created the most remarkable feat of legerdemain since the
Trojan Horse. How an Illusionist Changed the Course of World War II When England went to war
against Hitler in 1939, it mobilized its entire military and industrial resources. But there was no
place in that vast army for legendary stage magician Jasper Maskelyne, whose family was renowned
for creating modern theatrical illusions. Maskelyne was determined to fight the Nazis using his only
weapon: he intended to apply the techniques of popular magic to the battlefield. Initially ignored and
ridiculed by the staid military leadership, he eventually cajoled his way into the Camouflage Section
and was sent to the western desert, where he created a new type of warfare. With his small group of
artists, the Magic Gang, Maskelyne designed and developed ingenious weapons, then tricked the
Desert Fox, General Rommel, and his fabled Afrika Korps into believing there were tanks and
battleships where there were none, concealed the Suez Canal, and even successfully “moved”
Alexandria harbor. But it required all his skills to pull off perhaps the largest and most complex
magic trick in history. As General Bernard Montgomery told Maskelyne on the eve of the Battle of El
Alamein, “The entire war will turn on what happens here. What I am about to ask you to do is
impossible. It can’t be done, but it must be done. I hope you’ve brought your magic wand with you.”
This is the fact-based story of the illusion that won the war in the desert.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: The War Magician David Fisher,
2022-03-29 The incredible true story of the greatest illusionist of modern times and the man who
altered the course of the second world war. Soon to be a major film starring Benedict Cumberbatch
'A richly entertaining read' SUNDAY TIMES Jasper Maskelyne was a world famous magician and
illusionist in the 1930s. When war broke out, he volunteered his services to the British Army and was
sent to Egypt when the desert war began. Here, he used his unique skills to save the vital port of
Alexandria from German bombers and to 'hide' the Suez Canal from them. He invented all sorts of
camouflage methods to make trucks look like tanks and vice versa. On Malta he developed 'the
world's first portable holes': fake bomb craters used to fool the Germans into thinking they had hit
their targets. His war culminated in the brilliant deception plan that helped win the Battle of El
Alamein: the creation of an entire dummy army in the middle of the desert.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Conjuring Asia Chris Goto-Jones,
2016-07-14 This book charts the history of modern magic across India, China and Japan, analyzing
representations in the cultural imagination of the West.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Magic and Illusion in the Movies George
Higham, 2024-11-13 From top hats to top secrets, this book is a celebration of illusion technology
and mechanisms of trickery through a genre-crossing selection of films. Heroes, villains, spies,
con-men, and madmen, magicians all, have utilized complex constructs and trickery in thrilling
cinematic adventures from the earliest days of cinema to the present. Current blockbusters such as
Spider-Man: Far from Home and the Mission: Impossible series feature amazing acts of deception,
often appearing far-fetched, that are in fact surprisingly close to today's technology. Along with the
James Bond saga, classics such as The Wizard of Oz, Nightmare Alley, and The Sting are joined by a
host of other movies superficially seeming to be very different, yet proving there is more than meets
the eye.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Techniques of Illusion Katharina Rein,
2023-05-03 This book explores stage conjuring during its “golden age,” from about 1860 to 1910.
This study provides close readings highlighting four paradigmatic illusions of the time that stand in
for different kinds of illusions typical of stage magic in the “golden age” and analyses them within
their cultural and media-historical context: “Pepper’s Ghost,” the archetypical mirror illusion; “The
Vanishing Lady,” staging a teleportation in a time of a dizzying acceleration of transport; “the



levitation,” simulating weightlessness with the help of an extended steel machinery; and “The
Second Sight,” a mind-reading illusion using up-to-date communication technologies. These close
readings are completed by writings focusing on visual media and expanding the scope backwards
and forwards in time, roughly to 1800 and to 2000. This exploration will be of great interest to
students and scholars in theatre and performance studies.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: A Genius for Deception Nicholas
Rankin, 2009-11-10 In February 1942, intelligence officer Victor Jones erected 150 tents behind
British lines in North Africa. Hiding tanks in Bedouin tents was an old British trick, writes Nicholas
Rankin. German general Erwin Rommel not only knew of the ploy, but had copied it himself. Jones
knew that Rommel knew. In fact, he counted on it--for these tents were empty. With the deception
that he was carrying out a deception, Jones made a weak point look like a trap. In A Genius for
Deception, Nicholas Rankin offers a lively and comprehensive history of how Britain bluffed, tricked,
and spied its way to victory in two world wars. As Rankin shows, a coherent program of strategic
deception emerged in World War I, resting on the pillars of camouflage, propaganda, secret
intelligence, and special forces. All forms of deception found an avid sponsor in Winston Churchill,
who carried his enthusiasm for deceiving the enemy into World War II. Rankin vividly recounts such
little-known episodes as the invention of camouflage by two French artist-soldiers, the creation of
dummy airfields for the Germans to bomb during the Blitz, and the fabrication of an army that would
supposedly invade Greece. Strategic deception would be key to a number of WWII battles,
culminating in the massive misdirection that proved critical to the success of the D-Day invasion in
1944. Deeply researched and written with an eye for telling detail, A Genius for Deception shows
how the British used craft and cunning to help win the most devastating wars in human history.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Agent Zigzag Ben Macintyre, 2010-08-02
A gripping tale of loyalty, love, treachery, espionage, and the thin and shifting line between fidelity
and betrayal.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Die perfekte Präsentation Nick
Fitzherbert, 2014-04-29 Überzeugen mit fesselnden Präsentationen Hunderte von Präsentationen
werden täglich gehalten. Den meisten Vortragsrednern fällt dabei eines besonders schwer: das
Publikum in ihren Bann zu ziehen. Der erfahrene PR-Berater Nick Fitzherbert zeigt anhand einer
Fülle von Alltagsbeispielen und erprobten Tricks, wie man die Aufmerksamkeit der Zuhörer steuern
und deren Wahrnehmung so beeinflussen kann, dass jeder Vortrag ein echter Publikumserfolg
wird... und zugleich vor allem eines: perfekt anders!
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Magic Earle J. Coleman, 1987-06-04 An
excellent and exhaustive expansion of Coleman's 20-page chapter in Volume 3 of the valuable
Handbook of American Popular Culture. . . . Contents include a preface, introduction, chapters on
history of magic, principles and appreciation, manuals on performance, relation to the other `arts,'
biographies, and appendixes of historical dates, periodicals, directories, research collections, and
dealers. Chapters contain very thorough bibliographies and there are author and subject indexes. It
is impossible to imagine a more thorough guide to magic. Choice The work as a whole is an
extremely valuable compilation of, and commentary on, nearly 1,000 titles dealing with magic,
conjuring, and tricks that fool the eye. . . . [It is] a superb addition to any library's collection of books
on the history, psychology, and techniques of magic. Reference Books Bulletin This reference guide
provides a comprehensive view of magic, focusing on its history, psychology, techniques, and
aesthetics. The text is in the form of topical bibliographical essays with additional theoretical
remarks expressing Coleman's personal philosophy of conjuring. The work begins with a description
of outstanding histories of magic and goes on to elucidate some of the major bibliographic sources
on the principles of psychology and showmanship which separate the master conjurer from the
amateur. Subsequent chapters evaluate manuals on the execution of magic, including all categories
from card magic to stage illusions and telepathy.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Air University Library Index to
Military Periodicals , 1984



  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Film Review , 2001
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: The Illusionist Robert Hutton,
2024-09-03 The astonishing story of how in 1942, in Egypt, Colonel Dudley Clarke's ingenious A
Force thwarted the Nazis while inventing a whole new playbook of military deception. Cairo, 1942: If
you had asked a British officer who Colonel Clarke was, they would have been able to point him out.
Always ready with a drink and a story, Clarke was a well-known figure in Cairo social circles and
nightlife. If you then asked what he did, you would have less success. Those who knew didn't
tell—and almost no one really knew at all. Clarke thought of himself as developing a new kind of
weapon. Its components? Rumor, stagecraft, a sense of fun. Its target? The mind of Erwin Rommel,
Hitler's greatest general. Throughout history, military commanders have sought to mislead their
opponents. Dudley Clarke set out to do it on a scale no one had imagined before. Even afterwards,
almost no one understood the magnitude of his achievement. Drawing on recently released
documents and hugely expanding on the louche portrait of Clarke as seen in SAS: Rogue Warriors,
journalist and historian Robert Hutton reveals the amazing story of Clarke's A Force,” the invention
of the SAS and the Commandos, and the masterful hoodwinking of the Desert Fox at the battle of El
Alamein. The Illusionist tells for the first time the dazzling tale of how, at a pivotal moment in the
war, British eccentricity and imagination combined to thwart the Nazis and save innumerable
lives—on both sides.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Cabinet , 2007
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Disinformation and You Marie D. Jones,
2021-05-01 They provoke you with anger because fear-filled people are easier to manipulate. The
tricks, tools and tactics used to influence you and your loved ones—along with the history of
propaganda—explained and explored. We live in an age of disinformation, misinformation, and
outright lies. The modern world blasts us with information, talking points, spin, advertising, and
attempts to persuade. But what are we to believe and whom should we trust? Examining the history
of propaganda and disinformation in war, politics, polling, media, entertainment, cults, advertising,
science, medicine, today’s media landscape, and even in our personal interactions, Disinformation
and You: Identify Propaganda and Manipulation helps you spot and counter the seductive and
deceptive tactics to influence individual behavior. It provides helpful suggestions and tips for
identifying disinformation and fighting back against manipulation and censorship. Engaging and
useful, this book’s helpful topics include ... the money behind politics and the media predictive
programming as a form of social engineering advertising sales tactics how things go viral the power
of memes and hashtags to push a story or idea censorship in the media and on social media
networks sponsored news, fake news, and the mainstream media cult mentality and groupthink
disinformation campaigns and false flags how conspiracy theories work how to identify fake news
and propaganda Disinformation and You shows you the tricks used to influence your behavior. So,
get on the bandwagon with the rest of us decent folk and stop listening to fools. After all, two out of
three people have seen their IQ scores rise by buying this book! Really, buy this book and be smarter
(in recognizing propaganda, that is). With many photos, illustrations, and other graphics, this tome
is richly illustrated, and its helpful bibliography and extensive index add to its usefulness.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Secret Shepperton Jill Armitage,
2022-02-15 The lesser-known history of a town that began as an Iron Age settlement and became
England's Hollywood.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Deathly Deception Denis Smyth,
2011-08-25 In the pre-dawn darkness of April 30, 1943, a body disguised as a Royal Marine Major
washed ashore on the coast of Spain, carrying false documents indicating that the Allies were set to
launch an attack on Greece, rather than Sicily. Immortalized in the film The Man Who Never Was,
Operation Mincemeat is renowned as the most spectacular episode in the annals of deception. In this
accurate and in-depth retelling of the story, Denis Smyth draws on a vast collection of previously
unavailable documentary sources to provide many key details overlooked in other accounts of
Mincemeat. He reveals how the architects of the plan navigated a maze of medical, technical, and



logistical issues to deceive the enemy at the highest strategic levels. Before planting the corpse in
the Spanish coastal waters via a stealthy submarine operation, the planners not only gave their dead
messenger a new military identity, but also a private one--as the fiance of an attractive young woman
named Pam. Nazi intelligence was fooled, falling for a ruse which ultimately saved thousands of
American lives.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Greatest Escapes of World War II Robert
Barr Smith, Laurence J. Yadon, 2016-10-01 Throughout WWII, thousands of Allied prisoners
dreamed of outwitting their captors and returning to war against the Axis. Their ingenuity knew no
bounds: they went over the barbed wire surrounding them and under it as well; they built tunnels of
enormous length and complexity, often working with only their bare hands. They concealed
themselves in their captors’ vehicles and hitched rides to freedom. They became world-class forgers
and tailors; they stole anything that might be useful to their escapes that wasn’t actually red-hot or
nailed down. Some of them made it to freedom; some did not. Many of those who failed simply tried
again and again until they succeeded. Some of the escapers who were caught were murdered by the
Japanese or the German Gestapo. That did not stop others from risking torture or death to gain their
freedom. Many men whose break was initially successful would not have survived save for the
dangerous, selfless help of civilians, especially in occupied Europe and the Philippine Islands. The
stories in The Greatest Escapes of WWII highlight the courage, endurance, and ingenuity of Allied
prisoners, chronicling their ceaseless efforts and the alarm that spread far and wide when one or
more escaped. These escapes tied up thousands of Axis soldiers who might otherwise have
prolonged the war for many more bloody months. The troops committed to guard the Allied
prisoners and recapture escapers numbered in the hundreds of thousands.
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: Best Sellers , 1983
  war magician the true story of jasper maskelyne: The Publishers Weekly , 1982
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