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Theological History Tremper Longman III: Exploring a Scholar’s Impact on Biblical Studies

theological history tremper longman iii is a phrase that brings to mind one of the most influential
voices in contemporary biblical scholarship and theological education. Tremper Longman III has
carved a distinctive place within the field through his profound engagement with Old Testament
studies, literary interpretation, and theological history. His work bridges the ancient biblical texts with
modern theological inquiry, offering deep insights that continue to shape how scholars, pastors, and
students understand the Bible’s enduring message.

In this article, we’ll delve into the theological history that surrounds Tremper Longman III’s
scholarship, exploring how his academic journey, writings, and interpretative approaches contribute
to the broader landscape of biblical theology. Along the way, we’ll touch on related themes such as
hermeneutics, Old Testament exegesis, and the role of literary criticism in theological reflection.

The Academic and Theological Background of Tremper
Longman III

Tremper Longman III’s theological history is rooted in a rich academic foundation that spans several
decades. Educated in some of the most respected theological institutions, Longman earned his PhD in
Old Testament studies, which equipped him with critical tools for engaging deeply with biblical texts.
His academic training combined rigorous historical-critical methods with a commitment to evangelical
faith, allowing him to navigate complex theological issues with both intellectual honesty and spiritual
sensitivity.

Throughout his career, Longman has taught at institutions like Westmont College and Westminster
Theological Seminary, shaping generations of students with his passion for Scripture and theology. His
teaching style reflects a blend of scholarly precision and accessible communication, making
theological history and biblical studies approachable for a wide audience.

Bridging the Gap Between History and Theology

One of the defining features of Tremper Longman III’s work is how he bridges the gap between
historical-critical scholarship and theological interpretation. While some scholars focus exclusively on
the historical context of biblical texts, Longman emphasizes the importance of reading Scripture as a
living theological document that speaks across time.

This approach is evident in his numerous commentaries and books where he explores the historical
background of the Old Testament while also drawing out its theological implications for contemporary
readers. For example, his work on books like Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs combines
careful historical analysis with reflections on God’s nature, human experience, and divine providence.



Contributions to Theological History and Biblical
Interpretation

Longman’s contributions to theological history are multifaceted, ranging from his exegetical work to
his role in developing theological frameworks that resonate today. His scholarship often highlights the
narrative and poetic dimensions of the Old Testament, showing how these literary forms enrich
theological understanding.

Focus on Old Testament Wisdom Literature

A significant part of Tremper Longman III’s theological history involves his study of wisdom
literature—books like Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. He approaches these texts not just as ancient
sayings but as profound theological reflections on human existence, suffering, and the search for
meaning.

By analyzing the literary devices and thematic structures within wisdom literature, Longman offers
readers tools to appreciate the depth and nuance of biblical theology. His work encourages readers to
see these books as relevant to modern struggles with faith, doubt, and ethical living.

Engagement with Biblical Hermeneutics

Another vital aspect of Longman’s scholarship is his engagement with biblical hermeneutics—the art
and science of interpretation. He advocates for a balanced hermeneutical approach that respects the
historical context of Scripture while being open to its theological and spiritual dimensions.

Longman’s hermeneutical methodology often involves:

Historical-critical analysis to understand the original context

Literary criticism to uncover narrative and poetic techniques

Theological reflection to apply biblical truths in contemporary contexts

This integrative approach ensures that theological history is not reduced to mere historical facts but
becomes a living dialogue between the ancient text and present-day faith.

The Influence of Tremper Longman III on Contemporary
Theology

Theological history Tremper Longman III brings to the table has had a notable impact on both



academic and ecclesiastical circles. His ability to communicate complex theological ideas in
understandable terms has made his works popular among pastors, seminary students, and lay
readers alike.

Shaping Evangelical Scholarship

Longman is well-respected within evangelical scholarship for maintaining a commitment to biblical
authority while engaging critically with modern academic methods. His contributions help evangelical
theologians navigate contemporary challenges without abandoning intellectual rigor or spiritual
conviction.

Resources for Preachers and Educators

In addition to scholarly works, Tremper Longman III has authored numerous resources designed for
preaching and teaching. His commentaries often include helpful introductions, theological themes,
and practical applications that make them indispensable tools for those preparing sermons or Bible
studies.

Key Publications and Their Theological Significance

Examining some of Tremper Longman III’s key publications provides a window into his theological
history and ongoing influence.

“How to Read the Psalms” – A user-friendly guide that opens up the theological richness of
the Psalter, encouraging readers to engage emotionally and spiritually with the text.

“The Book of Ecclesiastes” (in the New International Commentary on the Old Testament
series) – A detailed exegesis that explores the complexities of meaning and the search for
purpose in life.

“Reading the Bible with Heart and Mind” – A work that combines theological reflection
with practical advice on studying Scripture thoughtfully and devotionally.

“The Art of Biblical Narrative” (co-authored with Robert Alter) – A groundbreaking work on
narrative techniques in the Bible that has influenced how scholars approach biblical storytelling.

These publications illustrate how Longman’s theological history is not static but continually evolving
through conversation with Scripture, tradition, and contemporary thought.



Engaging with Broader Theological Conversations

Beyond biblical studies, Tremper Longman III also participates in wider theological discussions about
topics like suffering, justice, and worship. His work often reflects a pastoral sensitivity, addressing
real-life concerns while grounding responses in biblical theology.

This ability to relate theological history to pressing ethical and spiritual questions makes Longman’s
scholarship especially relevant in today’s complex cultural landscape.

Understanding the Legacy of Theological History
Tremper Longman III

Reflecting on the theological history Tremper Longman III embodies reveals a scholar deeply
committed to bridging faith and reason, history and theology. His work offers a model for approaching
the Bible that honors its ancient roots while embracing its ongoing relevance.

For anyone interested in biblical theology, Old Testament studies, or hermeneutics, engaging with
Longman’s scholarship opens up new pathways for understanding God’s word in a meaningful and
transformative way. His legacy continues to inspire those who seek to read the Bible with both heart
and mind, appreciating the rich tapestry of theological history it presents.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Tremper Longman III in the field of theological history?
Tremper Longman III is a prominent biblical scholar and theologian known for his work in Old
Testament studies and theological history.

What are some notable works by Tremper Longman III related
to theological history?
Notable works include commentaries on books like Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, as well as his
contributions to theological history through books such as 'How to Read the Bible Book by Book.'

How has Tremper Longman III contributed to the
understanding of biblical theology?
Longman has contributed by providing detailed exegetical analysis, historical context, and theological
interpretation of biblical texts, helping readers understand the development of theological ideas over
time.



What is Tremper Longman III's approach to theological
history?
His approach combines rigorous historical-critical methods with a commitment to the theological
message of the Bible, emphasizing the unity and diversity within the biblical narrative.

Has Tremper Longman III collaborated with other scholars in
theological history?
Yes, he has collaborated with other scholars, including co-authoring books and participating in
academic projects that explore the history and theology of the Bible.

What role does Tremper Longman III play in contemporary
theological education?
He serves as a professor and mentor, influencing students and scholars through his teaching, writing,
and involvement in theological seminars and conferences.

How does Tremper Longman III address the relationship
between Old Testament history and theology?
He explores how historical events and cultural contexts shape the theological messages within the
Old Testament, highlighting their relevance for modern readers.

What impact has Tremper Longman III had on evangelical
theological history?
Longman has significantly impacted evangelical scholarship by bridging academic rigor with faith-
based perspectives, making theological history accessible to a broader audience.

Are there any theological history themes frequently explored
by Tremper Longman III?
Common themes include wisdom literature, prophetic history, covenant theology, and the interplay
between narrative and theology in the Bible.

Where can one find lectures or courses by Tremper Longman
III on theological history?
Lectures and courses can be found through seminaries where he teaches, online theological
education platforms, and recorded conference presentations available on various educational
websites.



Additional Resources
Theological History Tremper Longman III: An Analytical Overview

theological history tremper longman iii represents a significant intersection of biblical
scholarship, ancient history, and theological interpretation, primarily shaped by the work of Tremper
Longman III, a respected Old Testament scholar. His contributions have deeply influenced modern
understandings of biblical texts within their historical contexts, providing nuanced perspectives on
how theology has developed through time. This article explores the theological history associated
with Tremper Longman III, evaluating his methodologies, key contributions, and the broader
implications of his work for contemporary biblical studies.

Understanding Tremper Longman III’s Theological
Approach

Tremper Longman III stands out in the field of biblical scholarship due to his meticulous integration of
historical-critical methods with theological reflection. His approach is not merely academic but also
pastoral, seeking to bridge the gap between scholarly research and faith communities. The term
“theological history Tremper Longman III” often points to how he navigates the complex relationship
between historical events recorded in the Bible and their theological significance.

Unlike strictly secular historians, Longman acknowledges the sacred nature of biblical texts while
maintaining scholarly rigor. This balance allows him to treat ancient texts as both historical
documents and theological narratives, offering a dual lens that enriches interpretation. His work
underscores the importance of understanding the ancient Near Eastern context to appreciate fully the
theological messages embedded within the scriptures.

Historical Contextualization in Longman’s Work

One of Longman’s hallmark contributions lies in his detailed contextualization of biblical literature
within the socio-political and religious milieu of the ancient Near East. By situating biblical narratives
alongside contemporaneous cultures such as the Babylonians, Assyrians, and Egyptians, he highlights
how theological ideas were shaped by, and sometimes reacted against, surrounding influences.

This contextual approach is particularly evident in his commentaries on books like Ecclesiastes and
Job, where he explores existential and theological questions against the backdrop of ancient wisdom
literature traditions. Longman’s examination helps readers grasp how theological reflection in the
Bible is often a response to real historical crises and cultural exchanges rather than abstract or
isolated doctrines.

Key Contributions to Theological History

Tremper Longman III’s scholarship has made lasting impacts in several key areas of theological
history, especially in how biblical authors grappled with themes of suffering, divine justice, and human



existence.

Exploring Suffering and Divine Justice

Longman’s analysis of theodicy—how to reconcile the existence of evil and suffering with a just and
omnipotent God—is a central theme in his work. His theological history approach emphasizes that
biblical texts like Job do not provide simplistic answers but rather engage readers in a profound
dialogue about faith amid adversity. By tracing these themes historically, Longman reveals evolving
theological understandings that have informed Judeo-Christian thought through the centuries.

The Role of Wisdom Literature

Another significant focus is Longman’s study of wisdom literature, which encompasses books such as
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job. These texts are critical for theological history because they reflect a
tradition of questioning and interpreting divine order and human purpose. Longman’s contributions
include demonstrating how wisdom literature serves as a bridge between historical experience and
theological reflection, illustrating the dynamic nature of biblical theology.

Comparative Analysis: Longman and Contemporary
Scholars

When compared to other Old Testament scholars, Tremper Longman III’s work is distinct in its
pastoral sensitivity combined with academic depth. Scholars like Walter Brueggemann emphasize
prophetic imagination and social justice, while Longman provides a complementary focus on wisdom
traditions and theological wrestling with suffering. This diversity enriches the broader field of
theological history by offering multiple lenses through which to understand the ancient texts.

Additionally, Longman’s commitment to accessible language and practical application sets him apart.
His writings are often used not only in academic settings but also in church education, which speaks
to his ability to translate complex theological history into meaningful insights for a wider audience.

Pros and Cons of Longman’s Methodology

Pros: Integrates historical context with theological inquiry; accessible to both scholars and lay
readers; bridges ancient texts with contemporary faith issues.

Cons: Some critics argue his approach may occasionally underemphasize the purely historical-
critical method in favor of theological interpretation; others feel his pastoral inclination could
bias interpretive neutrality.



Impact on Modern Biblical Scholarship and Theology

The influence of theological history Tremper Longman III extends beyond academic circles into the
realms of preaching, teaching, and Christian formation. His work encourages a historically informed
faith, helping believers appreciate the complexities of biblical revelation and its ongoing theological
development.

Moreover, Longman’s scholarship contributes to ecumenical dialogue by presenting biblical theology
as a dynamic, evolving discourse. His emphasis on historical grounding challenges static or
fundamentalist readings, advocating for interpretations that consider both the ancient world and
contemporary contexts.

Future Directions in Theological History Studies

Building on Longman’s foundations, future research in theological history is likely to delve deeper into
interdisciplinary studies, combining archaeology, anthropology, and literary criticism. Such
approaches can further illuminate how theological ideas emerged and transformed over time.

Furthermore, as global Christianity grows, there is a rising interest in how theological history interacts
with diverse cultural contexts. Longman’s model of balancing historical detail with theological insight
may serve as a valuable template for addressing these new challenges.

The ongoing conversation about theological history Tremper Longman III champions remains vital for
both scholars and practitioners. His legacy underscores the importance of understanding theology not
as static doctrine but as a living dialogue shaped by history, culture, and faith.
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  theological history tremper longman iii: Introducing the Old Testament Tremper
Longman III, 2012-07-03 A quick, on-the-ground guide to the Old Testament of the Bible. This rich
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scholar Tremper Longman III gathers the best in historical research and literary analysis to lead you
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each book of the Old Testament with orientating data on what that book is about, key points to
understand, when and why it was written, and references to key passages. A section in each chapter
about how that book of the Bible anticipates the Gospel. End-of-chapter questions for group
discussion or personal reflection. A bibliography of further resources. Introducing the Old Testament
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makes the words, history, and culture of biblical times come alive for readers. Laypersons as well as
church leaders will gain a solid understanding of the historical background and theological message
of the Old Testament and be inspired to apply biblical truths to their lives.
  theological history tremper longman iii: Confronting Old Testament Controversies
Tremper III Longman, 2019-04-02 For many people, skeptics and believers alike, the Old Testament
is rife with controversial passages and events that make both belief and sharing our beliefs with
others difficult. Often our solutions have tended toward the extremes--ignore problem passages and
pretend they don't matter or obsess over them and treat them as though they are the only thing that
matters. Now with clarity of purpose and fidelity to the message and spirit of Scripture as a whole,
Tremper Longman confronts pressing questions of concern to modern audiences, particularly young
people in the church: - the creation/evolution debate - God-ordained violence - the historicity of
people, places, and events - human sexuality Pastors, leaders in the church, and thoughtful and
troubled Christians in the pews will find here a well-reasoned and faithful approach to dealing with
the Old Testament passages so many find challenging or disconcerting.
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Fear of the Lord Is Wisdom Tremper Longman,
III, 2017-08-22 A Jesus Creed 2017 Old Testament Book of the Year Wisdom plays an important role
in the Old Testament, particularly in Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. Now in paperback, this major
work from renowned scholar Tremper Longman III examines wisdom in the Old Testament and
explores its theological influence on the intertestamental books, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and especially
the New Testament. Longman notes that wisdom is a practical category (the skill of living), an
ethical category (a wise person is a virtuous person), and most foundationally a theological category
(the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom). The author discusses Israelite wisdom in the
context of the broader ancient Near East, examines the connection between wisdom in the New
Testament and in the Old Testament, and deals with a number of contested issues, such as the
relationship of wisdom to prophecy, history, and law.
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Fear of the Lord Is Wisdom Longman
Tremper III, 2024-06-04
  theological history tremper longman iii: Philosophy and Practice in Writing a History of
Ancient Israel Megan Bishop Moore, 2009-07-01 An examination of current methodologies for
writing Israel's history.
  theological history tremper longman iii: An Introduction to the Old Testament Tremper
Longman III, 2009-05-26 An upper-level introduction to the Old Testament that offers students a
thorough understanding of three key issues: historical background, literary analysis, and theological
message. This second edition of An Introduction to the Old Testament integrates recent
developments in Old Testament scholarship. It has many distinctive features that set it apart from
other introductions to the Old Testament: It's committed to a theologically evangelical perspective.
Emphasizes special introduction—the study of individual books. Interacts in an irenic spirit with the
historical-critical method. Features points of research history and representative scholars rather
than an exhaustive treatment of past scholarship. Deals with the meaning of each book, not in
isolation but in a canonical context. Probes the meaning of each book in the setting of its culture.
Including callouts, charts, and graphs, An Introduction to the Old Testament is written with an eye
to understanding the nature of Old Testament historiography. Perfect for seminary students,
professors, and Bible teachers and ministry leaders, as well as anyone looking for an in-depth and
balanced approach to Old Testament study.
  theological history tremper longman iii: A Guide to Old Testament Theology and
Exegesis Willem VanGemeren, 1999-07-12 The introductory articles from the New International
Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis are presented here in a separate publication,
serving as an introduction to Old Testament theology and exegesis.
  theological history tremper longman iii: Biblical History and Israel S Past Megan Bishop
Moore, Brad E. Kelle, 2011-05-17 Although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in
using the study of ancient Israel to explain, illuminate, and clarify the biblical story, Megan Bishop



Moore and Brad E. Kelle describe how scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the
past on its own terms, drawing from both biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient
Israel and its neighbors without privileging the biblical perspective. Biblical History and Israel s Past
provides a comprehensive survey of how study of the Old Testament and the history of Israel has
changed since the middle of the twentieth century. Moore and Kelle discuss significant trends in
scholarship, trace the development of ideas since the 1970s, and summarize major scholars,
viewpoints, issues, and developments.
  theological history tremper longman iii: Israel’s Lord David E. Wilhite, Adam Winn,
2024-07-15 Israel’s Lord: YHWH as “Two Powers” in Second Temple Literature addresses the nature
of Jewish monotheism in Second Temple literature, advancing an argument that much of the
literature reflects the existence of two powers in heaven that are both rightly understood as YHWH.
To this end, Wilhite and Winn review various figures such God’s Word, God’s Wisdom, the Angel of
the Lord, the Son of Man, and others that bear features closely associate with the God of Israel.
Using criteria related to these features they argue that most, though not all, of these figures are
rightly identified as the figure who appeared in Israel’s scriptures and was called YHWH. Such a
“two powers” paradigm is relevant for understanding early Christian commitments regarding Jesus.
The debate about Jesus’ divinity depends in large part on what options were available for the earliest
Christians when considering his titles and status. The authors contend that with such a “two
powers” paradigm available to the earliest Christians, it should inform any reading of New
Testament texts and their varying depictions of Jesus as “Lord.”
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Oxford Handbook of Wisdom and the Bible
Will Kynes, 2021-01-25 This collection of leading scholars presents reflections on both wisdom as a
general concept throughout history and cultures, as well as the contested nature of the category of
Wisdom Literature. The first half of the collection explores wisdom more generally with essays on its
relationship to skill, epistemology, virtue, theology, and order. Wisdom is examined in a number of
different contexts, such as historically in the Hebrew Bible and its related cultures, in Egypt and
Mesopotamia, as well as in Patristic and Rabbinic interpretation. Additionally, wisdom is examined
in its continuing relevance in Islamic, Jewish, and Christian thought, as well as from feminist,
environmental, and other contextual perspectives. The second half of the volume considers Wisdom
Literature as a category. Scholars address its relation to the Solomonic Collection, its social setting,
literary genres, chronological development, and theology. Wisdom Literature's relation to other
biblical literature (law, history, prophecy, apocalyptic, and the broad question of Wisdom influence)
is then discussed before separate chapters on the texts commonly associated with the category.
Contributors take a variety of approaches to the current debates surrounding the viability and value
of Wisdom Literature as a category and its proper relationship to the concept of wisdom in the
Hebrew Bible. Though the organization of the volume highlights the independence of wisdom as
concept from Wisdom Literature as a category, seeking to counter the lack of attention given to this
question in the traditional approach, the inclusion of both topics together in the same volume
reflects their continued interconnection. As such, this handbook both represents the current state of
Wisdom scholarship and sets the stage for future developments.
  theological history tremper longman iii: Invitation to Biblical Interpretation Andreas
Köstenberger, 2021-02-23 2nd Edition An authoritative guide to accurately interpreting and applying
God's Word In this second edition of Invitation to Biblical Interpretation, Andreas Kostenberger
leads the reader step-by-step through the process of interpreting and applying God's Word. The
primary principle is the hermeneutical triad, which consists of history, literature, and theology.
Readers are equipped to explore the historical background of a biblical passage, analyze its literary
genre and features, and derive its theological meaning in light of the biblical canon. Numerous
examples are provided throughout to illustrate the concepts. A concluding chapter provides
direction on practical application, preaching, and helpful tools for Bible study. Additional features
include key words and definitions at the end of each chapter, study questions, and practical
exercises for applying the material. An appendix lists numerous resources for Bible study, including



recommended commentaries for every book of the Bible. The second edition updates these
resources, as well as the sources cited throughout, and includes a revised chapter on the Old
Testament canon. Instructors, students, pastors, and anyone who desires to interpret Scripture
accurately will find this volume to be an indispensable addition to their library.
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Old Testament as Literature (Approaching
the Old Testament) Tremper Longman, III, 2024-06-25 Tremper Longman has studied and taught
the Old Testament and its interpretation for four decades. Now, in a planned three-book project, he
presents his mature thoughts on three ways of approaching the Old Testament text: as literature, as
history, and as a source of theology. This first volume explores the importance of reading the Old
Testament as literature. Each culture tells its stories and writes its poems in different ways. To read
and understand the Old Testament texts the way the ancient authors intended, we need to be aware
of the conventions of Hebrew storytelling and poetry that they used. In part 1, dealing with literary
theory, Longman investigates how texts create meaning, the history of the study of the Old
Testament as literature, and how genre dictates reading strategy. He explores the Hebrew
conventions for both narrative and poetry in conversation with contemporary literary approaches.
Parts 2 and 3 delve into practice, using the tools gained in part 1 to analyze and interpret a variety
of Old Testament narratives and poetry. Longman's accessible writing and balanced judgments make
this book suitable for the classroom and the church.
  theological history tremper longman iii: Inductive Bible Study David R. Bauer, Robert A.
Traina, 2011-04-01 Following up Robert Traina's classic Methodical Bible Study, this book
introduces the practice of inductive Bible study to a new generation of students, pastors, and church
leaders. The authors, two seasoned educators with over sixty combined years of experience in the
classroom, offer guidance on adopting an inductive posture and provide step-by-step instructions on
how to do inductive Bible study. They engage in conversation with current hermeneutical issues,
setting forth well-grounded principles and processes for biblical interpretation and appropriation.
The process they present incorporates various methods of biblical study to help readers hear the
message of the Bible on its own terms.
  theological history tremper longman iii: Journal for the Evangelical Study of the Old
Testament, 3.2 Stephen J. Andrews, 2015-02-10 Journal for the Evangelical Study of the Old
Testament (JESOT) is a peer-reviewed journal devoted to the academic and evangelical study of the
Old Testament. The journal seeks to fill a need in academia by providing a venue for high-level
scholarship on the Old Testament from an evangelical standpoint. The journal is not affiliated with
any particular academic institution, and with an international editorial board, open access format,
and multi-language submissions, JESOT cultivates and promotes Old Testament scholarship in the
evangelical global community. The journal differs from many evangelical journals in that it seeks to
publish current academic research in the areas of ancient Near Eastern backgrounds, Dead Sea
Scrolls, Rabbinics, Linguistics, Septuagint, Research Methodology, Literary Analysis, Exegesis, Text
Criticism, and Theology as they pertain only to the Old Testament. JESOT also includes up-to-date
book reviews on various academic studies of the Old Testament.
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Levites and the Boundaries of Israelite Identity
Mark Leuchter, 2017-06-01 At a glance, the Hebrew Bible presents the Levites as a group of ritual
assistants and subordinates in Israel's cult. A closer look, however, reveals a far more complicated
history behind the emergence of this group in Ancient Israel. A careful reconsideration of the
sources provides new insights into the origins of the Levites, their social function and location, and
the development of traditions that grew around them. The social location and self-perception of the
Levites evolved alongside the network of clans and tribes that grew into a monarchic society, and
alongside the struggle to define religious and social identity in the face of foreign cultures. This book
proposes new ways to see not only how these changes affected Levite self-perception but also the
manner in which this perception affected larger trends as Israelite religion evolved into nascent
Judaism. By consulting the textual record, archaeological evidence, the study of cultural memory and
social-scientific models, Mark Leuchter demonstrates that the Levites emerge as boundary markers



and boundary makers in the definition of what it meant to be part of Israel.
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Cambridge Companion to Biblical Wisdom
Literature Katherine J. Dell, Suzanna R. Millar, Arthur Jan Keefer, 2022-06-09 Study of the wisdom
literature in the Hebrew Bible and the contemporary cultures in the ancient Near Eastern world is
evolving rapidly as old definitions and assumptions are questioned. Scholars are now interrogating
the role of oral culture, the rhetoric of teaching and didacticism, the understanding of genre, and the
relationship of these factors to the corpus of writings. The scribal culture in which wisdom literature
arose is also under investigation, alongside questions of social context and character formation. This
Companion serves as an essential guide to wisdom texts, a body of biblical literature with ancient
origins that continue to have universal and timeless appeal. Reflecting new interpretive approaches,
including virtue ethics and intertextuality, the volume includes essays by an international team of
leading scholars. They engage with the texts, provide authoritative summaries of the state of the
field, and open up to readers the exciting world of biblical wisdom.
  theological history tremper longman iii: Postcolonial Perspectives in African Biblical
Interpretations Musa W. Dube, Andrew M. Mbuvi, Dora R. Mbuwayesango, 2024-01-30 This
volume foregrounds biblical interpretation within the African history of colonial contact, from North
Atlantic slavery to the current era of globalization. It reads of the prolonged struggle for justice and
of hybrid identities from multifaceted contexts, where the Bible co-exists with African Indigenous
Religions, Islam, and other religions. Showcasing the dynamic and creative approaches of an
emerging and thriving community of biblical scholarship from the African continent and African
diaspora, the volume critically examines the interaction of biblical texts with African people and
their cultures within a postcolonial framework. While employing feminist/womanist, postcolonial,
Afrocentric, social engagement, creative writing, reconstruction, and HIV/AIDS perspectives, the
authors all engage with empire in their own ways: in specific times, forms, and geography. This
volume is an important addition to postcolonial and empires studies in biblical scholarship. The
contributors are David Tuesday Adamo, Lynn Darden, H. J. M. (Hans) van Deventer, Musa W. Dube,
John D. K. Ekem, Ernest M. Ezeogu, Elelwani B. Farisani, Sylvester A. Johnson, Emmanuel
Katongole, Malebogo Kgalemang, Temba L. J. Mafico, Madipoane Masenya (ngwan’a Mphahlele),
Andrew M. Mbuvi, Sarojini Nadar, Elivered Nasambu-Mulongo, Jeremy Punt, Gerrie Snyman,
Lovemore Togarasei, Sam Tshehla, Robert Wafawanaka, Robert Wafula, Gerald West, Alice Y.
Yafeh-Deigh, and Gosnell L. Yorke.
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Maleness of Jesus Neil H. Williams, 2011-01-01
At the center of Christianity is Jesus of Nazareth--whose maleness is used by many to justify the
subordination of women and to emphasize that men, rather than women, better represent Jesus. This
raises a number of questions that are the subject of this book. What is the significance of Jesus'
maleness? Does it reveal the character of God? Is it foundational for the gospel? Is Jesus' maleness
associated with an ongoing created order of male priority? Our answers will affect Christianity's task
of love, justice, and reconciliation in a world that is characterized by the global marginalization,
oppression, and abuse of women.
  theological history tremper longman iii: The Big Idea Companion for Preaching and
Teaching Matthew D. Kim, Scott M. Gibson, 2021-04-20 Preaching 2022 Book of the Year Haddon
Robinson's widely used and influential text, Biblical Preaching, has influenced generations of
students and preachers. In The Big Idea Companion for Preaching and Teaching, trusted leading
evangelical homileticians, teachers of preaching, and experienced pastors demonstrate that
Robinson's big idea approach to expository preaching still works in today's diverse cultures and
fast-paced world. This accessible resource offers an insider's view on figuring out the big idea of
each book of the Bible, helping preachers and teachers check their interpretation of particular
biblical books and passages. The contributors offer tips on how to divide each book of the Bible into
preaching and teaching passages, guidance on difficult passages and verses, cultural perspectives
for faithful application, and suggested resources for interpreting, preaching, and teaching. Pastors,
teachers, Bible study leaders, small groups, and college and seminary students and professors will



find a wealth of valuable information in this resource.
  theological history tremper longman iii: History, Politics and the Bible from the Iron Age to
the Media Age James G. Crossley, Jim West, 2016-12-01 As biblical studies becomes increasingly
fragmented, this collection of essays brings together a number of leading scholars in order to show
how historical reconstruction, philology, metacriticism, and reception history can be part of a
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