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The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg: Exploring Faith, Meaning, and
Spirituality

the heart of christianity by marcus borg invites readers into a profound
exploration of what truly defines Christian faith beyond rituals, doctrines,
and historical dogma. Marcus Borg, a renowned theologian and scholar,
challenges conventional perspectives and offers a fresh, thoughtful approach
to understanding Christianity’s essence in the modern world. His work
resonates with those seeking a more authentic connection to their
spirituality, emphasizing the transformative power of faith as a lived
experience rather than mere intellectual assent.

Understanding the Core Message of The Heart of
Christianity by Marcus Borg

At its core, The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg is more than a
theological treatise; it’s an invitation to reimagine Christianity as a
dynamic, living faith. Borg encourages readers to move past rigid
interpretations and engage with the spiritual and ethical dimensions that
have historically drawn people to Christianity.

The Distinction Between “Christianity as Religion”
and “Christianity as a Way of Life”

One of Borg’s key contributions is his distinction between Christianity as a
structured religion and Christianity as a way of life. He points out that
many traditional approaches focus heavily on belief systems, creeds, and
adherence to specific doctrines. In contrast, Borg’'s perspective highlights
Christianity as a path marked by spiritual transformation, compassion, and
inner renewal.

This shift in focus helps believers experience faith in a more personal and
meaningful way. Instead of viewing Christianity as a set of rules, it becomes
a journey of growth, love, and relationship with God and others.

Reimagining Jesus: The Historical and Spiritual
Figure



Central to The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg is his portrayal of
Jesus. Borg presents Jesus not only as a historical figure but as a profound
spiritual teacher whose life and teachings continue to inspire. He emphasizes
Jesus’ radical compassion, his challenge to social injustice, and his message
of the Kingdom of God as a present reality rather than a distant promise.

This portrayal invites readers to connect with Jesus in ways that inspire
ethical living and social engagement, making faith relevant to contemporary
challenges.

Key Themes Explored in The Heart of
Christianity by Marcus Borg

Marcus Borg’s book delves into several critical themes that help readers
grasp the essence of Christian faith and its implications for everyday life.

1. The Nature of God

Borg challenges traditional images of God as a distant, authoritarian figure.
Instead, he describes God as a source of love, presence, and transformation.
This understanding aligns with a more relational and experiential
spirituality, where God is encountered in moments of grace, community, and
personal reflection.

2. The Role of Faith and Doubt

One of the refreshing aspects of The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg is
its honest engagement with doubt. Borg acknowledges that questioning and
wrestling with faith are natural and essential parts of spiritual growth.
This perspective encourages believers to embrace uncertainty as a pathway to
deeper understanding rather than a threat to belief.

3. Salvation as Transformation

Rather than focusing solely on salvation as an afterlife reward or
punishment, Borg presents it as a present, ongoing process of transformation.
Salvation involves becoming more loving, just, and compassionate in this
life, reflecting the heart of Christian ethics.



4. Community and Practice

Borg highlights the importance of Christian community and spiritual practices
such as prayer, worship, and service. These practices nurture faith and help
individuals embody the teachings of Jesus in tangible ways.

Why The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg
Matters Today

In a time when many people feel disconnected from organized religion yet
still yearn for spiritual meaning, The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg
offers a bridge. It speaks to seekers who want a faith that is intellectually
honest, spiritually enriching, and socially relevant.

Engaging with Modern Spiritual Questions

Borg’s approach addresses contemporary concerns such as the conflict between
science and religion, the role of religion in social justice, and the meaning
of spirituality in a pluralistic society. His work encourages dialogue and
openness, moving away from dogmatic exclusivism.

Inspiring Ethical Living and Social Justice

By focusing on Jesus’ call to love and justice, The Heart of Christianity by
Marcus Borg motivates readers to engage in acts of compassion and advocacy.
This emphasis connects faith with real-world action, making Christianity a
force for positive change.

Practical Insights from The Heart of
Christianity by Marcus Borg

For individuals interested in deepening their faith or understanding
Christianity more fully, Borg’'s work offers several practical takeaways:

e Embrace Doubt: Allow yourself to question and explore your beliefs
without fear.

e Focus on Relationship: Cultivate a personal connection with God and
others rather than merely following rules.



e Practice Compassion: Let the teachings of Jesus inspire acts of kindness
and justice.

e Engage in Community: Participate in spiritual communities that support
growth and service.

e Reflect Regularly: Use prayer, meditation, or contemplation to deepen
your spiritual awareness.

These insights can help anyone, whether new to Christianity or a lifelong
believer, experience faith in a more vibrant and meaningful way.

Exploring Related Concepts: Spirituality,
Theology, and Faith in Borg’s Work

The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg intersects with broader discussions
on spirituality and theology. Borg’s approach is often categorized as part of
the “progressive Christianity” movement, which seeks to reinterpret Christian
beliefs in light of modern knowledge and values.

Progressive Christianity and Its Appeal

Progressive Christianity, as reflected in Borg’'s writings, emphasizes
inclusivity, social justice, and the ongoing reinterpretation of scripture.
It resonates with those disillusioned by literalism or exclusionary practices
and offers a hopeful, open-ended approach to faith.

Spirituality Beyond Doctrine

Borg’'s focus on spirituality highlights the experiential dimension of
faith—the feeling of connection, awe, and transformation that goes beyond
intellectual assent. This emphasis helps readers appreciate how Christianity
can nourish the soul in deeply personal ways.

The Role of Biblical Scholarship

As a biblical scholar, Borg brings historical-critical methods to his
interpretations, helping readers distinguish between ancient cultural
contexts and the timeless spiritual messages of Christianity. This scholarly
approach enriches faith by grounding it in thoughtful reflection.



The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg continues to inspire readers who
seek a Christianity that is thoughtful, compassionate, and alive. By
reconnecting with the faith’'s foundational themes of love, transformation,
and community, Borg’s work invites individuals to experience the heart of
Christianity in a way that speaks powerfully to today’s world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Heart of
Christianity' by Marcus Borg?

The central theme of 'The Heart of Christianity' is exploring the core
beliefs and practices of Christianity, focusing on Jesus' teachings,
spirituality, and how Christianity can be relevant in the modern world.

How does Marcus Borg define the 'heart' of
Christianity in the book?

Marcus Borg defines the 'heart' of Christianity as the transformative
relationship with Jesus, emphasizing love, compassion, and the spiritual
experience over rigid doctrinal beliefs.

What perspective does Marcus Borg offer on the
historical Jesus in 'The Heart of Christianity'?

Borg presents a scholarly yet accessible view of the historical Jesus,
portraying him as a revolutionary figure whose message centers on the kingdom
of God and radical love.

Does 'The Heart of Christianity' address the
conflict between science and religion?

Yes, Borg addresses the perceived conflict by advocating for a faith that
embraces scientific understanding while maintaining spiritual depth and
meaning.

How does Marcus Borg approach traditional Christian
doctrines in this book?

Borg reinterprets traditional doctrines in a metaphorical and experiential
way, encouraging readers to focus on the essence and spiritual truths behind
doctrines rather than literal interpretations.



What role does spirituality play in 'The Heart of
Christianity'?

Spirituality is a key focus in the book; Borg emphasizes personal spiritual
experience and practices as vital to living out the heart of Christianity.

Who is the intended audience for 'The Heart of
Christianity'?

The book is aimed at both Christians seeking a deeper understanding of their
faith and non-Christians interested in exploring Christianity from a
thoughtful and progressive perspective.

How has 'The Heart of Christianity' influenced
contemporary Christian thought?

The book has influenced contemporary Christian thought by promoting a more
inclusive, compassionate, and experiential faith, encouraging dialogue
between traditional beliefs and modern challenges.

Additional Resources

The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg: A Thoughtful Exploration of Faith
and Meaning

the heart of christianity by marcus borg stands as a significant contribution
to contemporary theological discourse, inviting readers to reconsider
foundational aspects of Christian belief through a fresh, nuanced lens.
Marcus Borg, a prominent scholar in historical Jesus studies and a leading
voice in progressive Christianity, offers an insightful examination of
Christianity’s core tenets, emphasizing spirituality, metaphor, and the
transformative power of faith. This work challenges traditional dogmatic
approaches while maintaining deep respect for the Christian tradition, making
it a pivotal read for both believers and those interested in religious
studies.

Understanding the Core Message of The Heart of
Christianity

At its essence, The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg seeks to bridge the
gap between ancient Christian teachings and modern spiritual experience. Borg
navigates through complex theological concepts with clarity, focusing on how
Christianity’s central themes remain relevant in contemporary life. Unlike
rigid doctrinal texts, this book promotes an open, interpretive framework
that encourages personal engagement with faith.



Borg’'s approach is particularly appealing to readers who find themselves
questioning literalist interpretations of scripture. He emphasizes the
historical and metaphorical dimensions of Christian narratives, proposing
that the Bible should be viewed not as a literal account but as a rich
tapestry of symbolic stories that communicate profound spiritual truths.

Key Themes Explored in The Heart of Christianity

Several major themes underpin the narrative structure of Borg’s work:

e God as Mystery and Presence: Borg portrays God not as a distant,
authoritarian figure but as a dynamic presence that invites relationship
and transformation.

e Jesus as a Model of Divine-Human Relationship: Jesus is presented as the
ultimate example of how humans can live in harmony with God'’s love and
justice.

e Spiritual Transformation: The heart of Christianity lies in personal and
communal change, moving towards compassion, justice, and humility.

e Faith as Journey: Borg encourages viewing faith as an evolving process
rather than a fixed set of beliefs.

This framework allows Borg to address controversial topics such as atonement,
resurrection, and salvation in ways that resonate with contemporary seekers
without alienating traditionalists completely.

Comparative Analysis: Borg’s Vision Versus
Traditional Christianity

One of the most compelling aspects of The Heart of Christianity by Marcus
Borg is its comparative stance toward classical Christian doctrine. Borg
carefully contrasts his progressive interpretations with conservative
evangelical theology, highlighting key differences and potential areas of
reconciliation.

Traditional Christianity often emphasizes doctrinal certainty, literal
biblical inerrancy, and salvation as a transaction centered on faith in
Christ’s atoning sacrifice. In contrast, Borg’s vision reframes salvation as
the transformation of the individual and community into reflections of God’s
love and justice. This shift from legalistic frameworks to relational and
ethical paradigms is a hallmark of Borg’'s theological project.



This perspective aligns The Heart of Christianity with other contemporary
works that seek to revitalize Christian faith by embracing historical-
critical methods and experiential spirituality. Readers familiar with writers
such as John Shelby Spong or Walter Brueggemann may find Borg’'s arguments
complementary yet distinct in their balance of scholarship and devotion.

Strengths and Potential Limitations

The book’s strengths lie in its accessibility and its ability to engage a
broad audience—from academics to laypersons—without sacrificing intellectual
rigor. Borg’'s writing style is clear, compassionate, and respectful, avoiding
polemics while still addressing contentious issues.

However, some critics argue that Borg'’s approach may downplay the importance
of traditional dogmas that have shaped Christian identity for centuries. By
privileging metaphor and experience over doctrinal exactitude, there is a
risk that the distinctiveness of Christian faith could become diluted in the
pluralistic spiritual marketplace.

Still, for readers grappling with doubts or seeking a faith that embraces
modern sensibilities, The Heart of Christianity offers a compelling, hopeful
pathway.

Impact on Modern Christian Thought and Practice

Since its publication, The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg has
influenced numerous readers and faith communities striving for authentic
spirituality that transcends cultural and historical barriers. It has become
a foundational text in many seminary courses and adult education programs
focused on progressive theology.

Borg’s stress on the ethical implications of faith—particularly justice,
compassion, and inclusivity-resonates strongly with contemporary movements
within Christianity, such as liberation theology and eco-theology. His
interpretation encourages believers to live out their faith in ways that
address societal challenges, making the ancient faith urgently relevant.

Practical Applications for Faith Communities

The insights from Borg’s work can be integrated into various aspects of
church life and personal spirituality:

1. Preaching and Teaching: Pastors and educators can use Borg’s themes to
foster deeper theological reflection that connects scripture with



everyday life.

2. Interfaith Dialogue: By emphasizing metaphor and relational
understanding, The Heart of Christianity supports respectful
conversations across religious boundaries.

3. Spiritual Formation: Individuals can adopt Borg’s vision of faith as a
journey, encouraging ongoing growth rather than static belief.

4. Social Justice Initiatives: The book’s focus on transformation aligns
with activism aimed at healing communities and promoting equity.

Conclusion: A Continuing Conversation

The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg remains a seminal work that invites
readers to reexamine what it means to live as Christians in the 21st century.
Its balanced blend of scholarly insight and heartfelt spirituality challenges
conventional wisdom while honoring the rich heritage of Christian faith.
Whether one approaches it as a skeptic, a seeker, or a devout believer,
Borg’s book encourages thoughtful engagement with questions of God, Jesus,
and the transformative power of love.

As the landscape of religion continues to evolve, The Heart of Christianity
offers a meaningful contribution to ongoing dialogues about belief, identity,
and the quest for meaning in a complex world.

The Heart Of Christianity By Marcus Borg
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the heart of christianity by marcus borg: The Heart of Christianity Marcus ]. Borg,
2009-03-17 World-renowned Jesus scholar Marcus J. Borg shows how we can live passionately as
Christians in today's world by practicing the vital elements of Christian faith. For the millions of
people who have turned away from many traditional beliefs about God, Jesus, and the Bible, but still
long for a relevant, nourishing faith, Borg shows why the Christian life can remain a transforming
relationship with God. Emphasizing the critical role of daily practice in living the Christian life, he
explores how prayer, worship, Sabbath, pilgrimage, and more can be experienced as authentically
life-giving practices. Borg reclaims terms and ideas once thought to be the sole province of
evangelicals and fundamentalists: he shows that terms such as born again have real meaning for all
Christians; that the Kingdom of God is not a bulwark against secularism but is a means of
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transforming society into a world that values justice and love; and that the Christian life is
essentially about opening one's heart to God and to others.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Living the Heart of Christianity Marcus ]J. Borg,
Tim Scorer, 2006-10-31 Marcus Borg's The Heart of Christianity struck a chord for countless
Christians across this country. Church groups and small groups have been reading this influential
book, hoping to put into practice Borg's helpful suggestions for how we can be passionate believers
today. For the millions of people who have turned away from many traditional beliefs about God,
Jesus, and the Bible, but still long for a relevant, nourishing faith, The Heart of Christianity presents
a new outlook on Christianity that is both refreshing and compelling. This companion to The Heart of
Christianity is an invaluable resource that provides the tools to talk about Borg's new vision for a life
of Christian faith and how it can change our spiritual lives and Christian communities today. For
groups as well as individuals hoping to go deeper in The Heart of Christianity, this guide includes
personal reflection questions, discussion topics, exercises, and selections from the bestselling book.
Organized into twelve chapters, or sessions, Living the Heart of Christianity includes both an
individual or participant's guide as well as a guide for group leaders, allowing the reader to engage
with the issues that lie at the heart of Christianity today.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Days of Awe and Wonder Marcus J. Borg,
2017-03-14 Showcasing some of his most enduring and insightful writings, including many
previously unpublished works, a concise and illuminating introduction to Marcus J. Borg, the late
spokesman for progressive Christianity and one of the most revered and influential theologians of
our time. In his acclaimed books, including classics such as Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time,
The Heart of Christianity, Speaking Christian, and Convictions, Marcus ]J. Borg helped shape an
enlightened modernist view of Christianity. A leading scholar of the historical Jesus acclaimed for his
ability to speak about Christianity in the context of contemporary society, Borg offered profound
wisdom and inspiration—a new way of seeing and living the Christian life—for believers, students,
and lay readers. Ultimately, he taught us that by developing a deeper understanding of Jesus and the
New Testament, we can discover a more authentic way of being. Yet Borg himself was always
conscious of a greater truth beyond what he could explain: the wonder of God. Now, two years after
the liberal theologian’s death, comes The Days of Awe and Wonder, a selection of his writing,
including many never before published works, that explores the Christian faith and what it means to
be a Christian in the twenty-first century. Provocative and uplifting, this anthology illuminates
Borg’s explorations of the miraculous and wonderful, his understanding of conviction and fulfillment,
and his contention that we must keep an open mind and question assumptions and certainties in all
our religious journeys.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time Marcus J.
Borg, 2009-03-17 Of the many recent books on the historical Jesus, none has explored what the
latest biblical scholarship means for personal faith. Now, in Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time,
Marcus Borg addresses the yearnings of those who want a fully contemporary faith that welcomes
rather than oppresses our critical intelligence and openness to the best of historical scholarship.
Borg shows how a rigorous examination of historical findings can lead to a new faith in Christ, one
that is critical and, at the same time, sustaining. Believing in Jesus does not mean believing
doctrines about him, Borg writes. Rather, it means to give one's heart, one's self at its deepest level,
to . .. the living Lord. Drawing on his own journey from a naive, unquestioning belief in Christ
through collegiate skepticism to a mature and contemporary Christian faith, Borg illustrates how an
understanding of the historical Jesus can actually lead to a more authentic Christian life—one not
rooted in creeds or dogma, but in a life of spiritual challenge, compassion, and community. In
straightforward, accessible prose, Borg looks at the major findings of modern Jesus scholarship from
the perspective of faith, bringing alive the many levels of Jesus' character: spirit person, teacher of
alternative wisdom, social prophet, and movement founder. He also reexamines the major stories of
the Old Testament vital to an authentic understanding of Jesus, showing how an enriched
understanding of these stories can uncover new truths and new pathways to faith. For questioning



believers, doubters, and reluctant unbelievers alike, Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time frees our
understanding of Jesus' life and message from popular misconceptions and outlines the way to a
sound and contemporary faith: For ultimately, Jesus is not simply a figure of the past, but a figure of
the present. Meeting that Jesus—the living one who comes to us even now—will be like meeting
Jesus again for the first time.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Convictions Marcus ]J. Borg, 2014-05-20 On the
occasion of his seventieth birthday, the renowned scholar Marcus J. Borg shares how he formed his
bedrock religious beliefs, contending that Christians in America are at their best when they focus on
hope and transformation and so shows how we can return to what really matters most. The result is
a manifesto for all progressive Christians who seek the best path for following Jesus today. With
each chapter embodying a distinct conviction, Borg writes provocatively and compellingly on the
beliefs that can deeply ground us and guide us, such as: God is real and a mystery; salvation is more
about this life than an afterlife; the Bible can be true without being literally true; Jesus's death on
the cross matters—but not because he paid for our sins; God is passionate about justice and the
poor; and to love God is to love like God. Borg calls all American Christians to reject divisiveness and
exclusivity and create communities that celebrate joy, possibility, and renewal. Throughout, he
reflects on what matters most, bringing to earth the kingdom of God Jesus talked about and
transforming our relationships with one another. Rich in wisdom and insight, Convictions is sure to
become a classic of contemporary Christianity.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Putting Away Childish Things Marcus ]J. Borg,
2010-04-20 “We all know that Marcus Borg is a gifted teacher, biblical scholar, and writer of
nonfiction, but it turns out that he’s a master storyteller, too.” — Brian D. McLaren, author of A New
Kind of Christianity Bestselling author, Bible scholar, and theologian Marcus Borg (Meeting Jesus
Again for the First Time, The Heart of Christianity, The Last Week) uses his core teachings on faith
and the Bible to demonstrate their transformative power and potential in Putting Away Childish
Things: the moving, inspirational story of a college professor, her students, and a crisis of faith.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Experiencing the Heart of Christianity Tim Scorer,
2005 A companion to the bestselling book by Marcus J. Borg, this 12-session experiential program
will enable you to engage with the issues that lie at the heart of Christianity today. Delving into such
topics as the Bible; God; Jesus; sin; and how to live in a multi-faith, pluralistic society, Experiencing
the Heart of Christianity will guide you through these complicated issues, leaving you thought-full
and inspired.The book includes a DVD with video clips of Marcus Borg and Tim Scorer, and beautiful
fine art images of Jesus.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: The Meaning of Jesus Marcus J. Borg, N. T.
Wright, 2009-05-05 Was Jesus born of a virgin? Did he know he was the Messiah? Was he bodily
resurrected from the dead? Did he intentionally die to redeem humankind? Was Jesus God? Two
leading Jesus scholars with widely divergent views go right to the heart of these questions and
others, presenting the opposing visions of Jesus that shape our faith today.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Jesus: A New Vision Marcus J. Borg, 2009-10-13
From top Jesus expert Marcus Borg, a completely updated and revised version of his vision of
Jesus—as charismatic healer, sage, and prophet, a man living in the power of the spirit and
dedicated to radical social change. Fully revised and updated, this is Borg's major book on the
historial Jesus. He shows how the Gospel portraits of Jesus, historically seen, make sense. Borg takes
into account all the recent developments in historical Jesus scholarship, as well as new theories on
who Jesus was and how the Gospels reflect that. The original version of this book was published well
before popular fascination with the historical Jesus. Now this new version takes advantage of all the
research that has gone on since the 80s. The revisions establish it as Borg's big but popular book on
Jesus.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Reading the Bible Again For the First Time
Marcus J. Borg, 2009-10-13 One of the vital challenges facing thoughtful people today is how to read
the Bible faithfully without abandoning our sense of truth and history. Reading the Bible Again for



the First Time provides a much-needed solution to the problem of how to have a fully authentic yet
contemporary understanding of the scriptures. Many mistakenly believe there are no choices other
than fundamentalism or simply rejecting the Bible as something that can bring meaning to our lives.
Answering this modern dilemma, acclaimed author Marcus Borg reveals how it is possible to
reconcile the Bible with both a scientific and critical way of thinking and our deepest spiritual needs,
leading to a contemporary yet grounded experience of the sacred texts. This seminal book shows you
how to read the Bible as it should be examined—in an approach the author calls
historical-metaphorical. Borg explores what the Scriptures meant to the ancient communities that
produced and lived by them. He then helps us to discover the meaning of these stories, providing the
knowledge and perspective to make the wisdom of the Bible an essential part of our modern lives.
The author argues that the conventional way of seeing the Bible's origin, authority, and
interpretation has become unpersuasive to millions of people in our time, and that we need a fresh
way of encountering the Bible that takes the texts seriously but not literally, even as it takes
seriously who we have become. Borg traces his personal spiritual journey, describing for readers
how he moved from an unquestioning childhood belief in the biblical stories to a more powerful and
dynamic relationship with the Bible as a sacred text brimming with meaning and guidance. Using his
own experience as an example, he reveals how the modern crisis of faith is itself rooted in the
misinterpretation of sacred texts as historical record and divine dictation, and opens readers to a
truer, more abundant perspective. This unique book invites everyone—whatever one's religious
background—to engage the Bible, wrestle with its meaning, explore its mysteries, and understand its
relevance. Borg shows us how to encounter the Bible in a fresh way that rejects the limits of simple
literalism and opens up rich possibilities for our lives.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Experiencing the Heart of Christianity Tim
Scorer, Marcus ]J. Borg, 2004-02

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Speaking Christian Marcus ]. Borg, 2011-04-12
In Speaking Christian, acclaimed Bible scholar Marcus Borg, author of Meeting Jesus Again for the
First Time, argues that the very language Christians use has become dangerously distilled, distorted,
and disconnected from the beliefs which once underpinned it. Stating a case that will resonate with
readers of N. T. Wright’s Simply Christian, Borg calls for a radical change to the language we use to
invoke our beliefs—the only remedy that will allow the Church's words to once again ring with truth,
power, and hope.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: The Emerging Christian Way Michael
Schwartzentruber, The face of Christianity is changing. In recent years, and in rapidly increasing
numbers, people have begun to understand the core message and purpose of Christianity differently.
They have returned to its ancient roots and found a wisdom that speaks to their experience of faith
and God. According to this emerging vision, Christianity is primarily about transformation - the
transformation of the self through a living and dynamic experience of God, who is not separate from
us, but a part of us; and the transformation of society. The Emerging Christian Way: Thoughts,
Stories, and Wisdom for a Faith of Transformation is a collection of 13 essays, by some of the leading
authors and thinkers in the field, covering every aspect of this developing Christian paradigm.
Contributors include Marcus Borg, Matthew Fox, Tom Harpur, Tim Scorer, Sallie McFague, Cynthia
Bourgeault, Nancy Reeves, Don Grayston, the Very Rev. Bill Phipps, the Very Rev. Anne Squire,
Mark Maclean, Bruce Harding, and Michael Schwartzentruber.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Hell Bent Brian Recker, 2025-09-30 A former
evangelical pastor explains why we can stop worrying about hell and start focusing on love There is
a black hole at the center of Christian spirituality: the doctrine of hell. No matter how hard we try to
believe in a loving God, the fear of eternal torment always lurks at the back of our minds, warping
our sense of what love means. Worse still, many churches act as if the point of Christianity is not to
follow Jesus but to secure a get-out-of-hell-free card—and to “save” everyone you know by
converting them to your religion. For many of us, the whole story of Christianity has punishment at
the very center. But does the Bible really say we're going to hell if we don’t do or believe the “right”



things? In this taboo-shattering book, former evangelical pastor Brian Recker takes an honest look at
scripture and reveals what has been true all along: Hell isn’t real, and God’s universal love is
radically inclusive, in this life and the next. By removing punishment from Christianity's center,
Recker boldly reimagines the core questions of faith, such as why Jesus lived and died, and what it
means to be “saved.” It’s time to rediscover spirituality as Jesus taught it: loving God, and loving our
neighbors as ourselves. Whether you're Christian, exvangelical, or anywhere along a deconstruction
journey, Hell Bent is the perfect resource to help you replace fear and church hurt with healing and
peace.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Christ! I Want Your Body James ]. Jordan,
2003-12-22 What did Jesus say about his birth in a manger attended by wisemen and angels? How
did he describe his seat at Gods right hand on a celestial throne? Did he really claim to be Gods only
son to be worshiped as one third of a three headed Deity? This book is destined to become one of the
many pathways to help revitalize Christianity. Compelling insights, meaningful resources and
important revelations of over 100 well-known Jesus scholars, authors and learned professors of
religion from around the world are provided. This is not, however, a theological discourse for
scholarly debate. It is written by a Christian layman for the everyday normal church attendees who
are searching, thinking, curious and open to newer and deeper loving relationships with God and
Jesus. Much of the knowledge and thinking about the essence of what Jesus taught about the
Kingdom of God, (Realm of the Spirit) is explored. The book expands the readers awareness of new
ways to see what Jesus said about Gods love and its potential for each person. Hopefully church
people who are developing doubts about their childhood teachings will find new insights in the
teachings of Jesus within the Christian Church.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Finding God Beyond Religion Tom Stella,
2013-03-01 Take Your Understanding of Church Teachings from Limiting to Life-Giving—& Free
Your Faith to Flourish No longer sustained by easy answers, we may find ourselves standing before a
three-pronged fork in the road: we can wander in the direction of conventional beliefs and practices,
we can reject God and turn away from religion altogether, or we can embrace our uncertainty as an
invitation to a more vital understanding of both God and religion. —from the Introduction Do you
describe yourself as spiritual but not religious? Whether young or old, church connected or not, are
you spiritually restless for an authentic faith life but do not find conventional religious teachings
pertinent to you? This accessible guide to a meaningful spiritual life is a salve for your soul. It
reinterprets traditional religious teachings central to the Christian faith—God, Jesus, faith, prayer,
morality and more—in ways that connect with people who have outgrown the beliefs and devotional
practices that once made sense to them. It helps you find new ways to understand and relate to
traditional, narrowly defined Christian “truths” that honor their full spiritual power and scope, and
opens your mind and heart to the full impact of Christian teachings.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: An Unorthodox Faith Kurt Struckmeyer,
2017-02-14 The time is ripe for a new Christian reformation--a profound transformation of
theological substance, not just liturgical style. Jesus never intended to create a new religion of rites,
creeds, and dogma that offered an eternal reward in heaven. Instead he announced the subversive
arrival of the kingdom of God--a social and economic revolution of the heart based on a lifestyle of
radical love, lavish generosity, extravagant forgiveness, inclusive hospitality, compassionate action,
selfless service, a passion for justice, creative nonviolence, and simple living. He invited his
followers to transform their lives and change the world. A postmodern Christianity will call people to
engage in the Jesus revolution--a conspiracy of love that rises up against the unjust systems of the
world through everyday acts of kindness, compassion, and resistance. An Unorthodox Faith provides
a framework for a faithful life based on the Way of Jesus--a way of living authentically and humanely
for the sake of others. It offers countless people--those who remain in the church, those who have
left, and those who have never ventured near--with a life of faith that is meaningful, intelligent, and
passionate.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Unfettered Spirit Robert D Cornwall, 2021-07-19



2nd Expanded Edition All too frequently studies of the gifts of the Spirit consist largely of answering
two questions: What are the gifts? and Which ones do I have? In many cases studies go on to a third
question: How can I get more? In response, institutional churches and theologically and
intellectually respectable Christians often tend to avoid the work of the Holy Spirit in the church
entirely. It's much easier to simply close the doors and windows than it is to deal with the wind (John
3:8). After all, they've seen the wind blow out the candles, disarrange the altar vestments, and send
a chill through the congregants. Author, pastor, and church historian Bob Cornwall has experienced
all of this for himself. He has seen traditional churches and worship. He has seen Pentecostal
worship. He has led congregations in difficult times. For more than 30 years, he has studied,
practiced, prayed, and lived the work of the Holy Spirit in the church. The result is Unfettered Spirit:
Spiritual Gifts for the New Great Awakening. Here he avoids both the errors of replacing the
freedom of the Spirit with human whim and of trying to tame or confine the Spirit that will not be
fettered. He asks: Do you truly believe that God is present in the world? And, do you believe that
God is working through us to break down the walls that divide us from God, from each other, and
from the world? And if you do, do you believe that you have been gifted and empowered to
participate in this ministry that takes down the walls of egoism, suspicion, greed, self-interest, and
hatred? If you can say yes to these questions, jump right in. This is the book for you. If you are
hesitant, or if the idea of the Holy Spirit working unfettered in your congregation and community
frightens you, read the first four chapters carefully as Bob lays the theological foundation. You may
find your maybe or even your no turned into a yes. Building on this foundation, Bob continues with
five chapters on the gifts of the Spirit as described in Scripture. These are practical discussions that
will let you keep your bearings in discussions of the Spirit and, more importantly, in a community
where the Spirit is active. Finally, he concludes with a discussion of how to lead and pastor a church
where the gifts of the Spirit are active. Whether you are a Pentecostal, an evangelical, a mainliner, a
progressive, or any other label you might find for yourself or your church, you will profit from
reading this book.

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: The Discerning Heart Wilkie Au, Noreen Cannon
Ay, 2006 Integrating the wisdom of Christian tradition and psychological findings on effective
decision-making, this book presents a view of Christian discernment that honors the body-spirit unity
of the person and the broad and mysterious ways we can be led by the spirit of God in our
life-choices. Going beyond discernment skills and concrete practices, this book presents a coherent
theoretical understanding of discernment that grounds the many spiritual practices used by
Christians today. By providing a broad and inclusive understanding of the multiple ways God can
provide guidance to individuals, this book helps individuals to honor the unique and idiosyncratic
way that they receive divine guidance, as well as provides guidelines that guard against possible
self-deception and personal blind-spots. While including anecdotal accounts and practical elements
of Christian discernment, this book provides a conceptual understanding of discernment that will be
helpful for those training to be professional ministers, pastors, priests, religious counselors, and
spiritual directors. It is unique in applying Christian tradition and contemporary psychological
insights to the process of discernment. +

the heart of christianity by marcus borg: Christian Education and the Emerging Church
Wendi Sargeant, 2015-07-24 All signs point to Christian education having lost its theological location
and prominence in the life of the Western Protestant church. The Emerging Church movement, as an
intentionally postmodern approach to ministry in the contemporary context, may, however, offer
insights to reinterpret Christian education. This significant movement in today's church gives
Christian education a new interpretive framework that is theologically located at an intersection of
doxology and doctrine. In her examination of postmodern faith formation, Wendi Sargeant explores
the importance of the Christian worshipping community as the most appropriate setting for
Christian education. Practitioners and students will benefit from the ready-to-use teaching and
learning matrix, and all those with interest in the formation of faith in themselves and others will
draw much from the way Sargeant situates worship as the basis for enhancing Christian formation
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