
improvising blues piano
Improvising Blues Piano: Unlocking the Soul of the Music

Improvising blues piano is one of the most expressive and rewarding ways to connect
with the heart and soul of music. Unlike strictly composed pieces, improvisation allows you
to communicate your emotions and personality through every note you play. Whether
you’re a beginner or an experienced pianist, diving into the world of blues piano
improvisation opens up a rich landscape of rhythms, melodies, and harmonies that can
transform your playing. In this article, we’ll explore the essential techniques, scales, and
creative approaches to help you develop your own voice in blues piano.

Understanding the Foundations of Blues Piano

Before you can confidently start improvising, it’s crucial to grasp the basic building blocks
of blues music. The blues has a distinct structure and feel that sets it apart, so knowing
these elements helps you craft phrases that sound authentic and soulful.

The 12-Bar Blues Progression

At the heart of most blues improvisation lies the 12-bar blues chord progression. This
pattern typically involves three chords — the I, IV, and V chords — played in a specific
sequence over 12 measures. For example, in the key of C, these chords would be C7 (I), F7
(IV), and G7 (V). Understanding this progression provides a roadmap for your improvisation,
as your melodic ideas should interact harmonically with these chords.

Blues Scales and Their Variations

One of the primary tools for improvising blues piano is the blues scale. The most common
blues scale is the minor pentatonic scale with an added “blue note,” which gives it that
characteristic bluesy sound. For instance, in C blues, the scale would be C, E♭, F, G♭, G, B♭,
and back to C.

Besides the minor blues scale, the major blues scale and the mixolydian mode are also
useful for adding variety and color to your solos. Experimenting with these scales over
different chords can help you develop a more versatile and expressive improvisational
style.

Techniques to Enhance Your Blues Piano



Improvisation

Improvising blues piano is not just about playing the right notes; it’s about how you play
them. Dynamics, rhythm, and articulation all contribute to the feeling of your performance.

Using Rhythm and Syncopation

Blues music thrives on groove and swing, so mastering rhythmic variation is essential.
Syncopation — playing off the beat or emphasizing unexpected beats — adds tension and
excitement to your solos. Try incorporating triplets, dotted rhythms, and rests into your
phrases to create a sense of movement and spontaneity.

Bending and Sliding Notes

While the piano doesn’t allow for literal note bending like a guitar or harmonica, you can
emulate this effect by sliding into notes or using grace notes. Quickly approaching a target
note from a half step or whole step below adds a vocal quality to your playing, mimicking
the “bent” notes typical in blues music.

Call and Response Patterns

Call and response is a fundamental conversational element in blues. You can imitate this by
playing a short phrase (the “call”), followed by a different phrase as an answer (the
“response”). This technique not only adds structure to your improvisation but also engages
listeners by creating a musical dialogue.

Developing Your Own Blues Piano Voice

One of the joys of improvising blues piano is discovering your personal style. While it’s
important to study the masters and understand theory, your unique expression comes from
blending influences with your own creativity.

Listening and Learning from the Greats

Absorbing the styles of legendary blues pianists like Otis Spann, Pinetop Perkins, and Dr.
John can inspire your playing. Pay attention to their phrasing, use of space, and emotional
delivery. Try to transcribe and imitate some of their solos to internalize the language of
blues piano.



Experimenting with Dynamics and Touch

Your touch on the keyboard can convey a wide range of emotions. Playing softly can evoke
intimacy and sadness, while a harder attack can express anger or excitement. Varying your
dynamics throughout your solo keeps the listener engaged and highlights the expressive
potential of the blues.

Incorporating Other Genres

Blues piano improvisation doesn’t have to be confined to traditional blues alone. Elements
of jazz, gospel, and even rock can enrich your playing. For example, jazz chords and
extended harmonies can add sophistication, while gospel-inspired riffs can bring a spiritual
depth to your music.

Practical Tips for Practicing Blues Piano
Improvisation

Improvisation can feel intimidating at first, but with consistent practice and the right
strategies, you’ll find yourself more comfortable and confident.

Start Simple: Begin by improvising over a slow 12-bar blues progression using just
the basic blues scale.

Record Yourself: Listening back to your improvisations can reveal areas for
improvement and help track your progress.

Use Backing Tracks: Playing along with blues backing tracks simulates real band
situations and encourages spontaneous creativity.

Focus on Phrasing: Think like a singer—create phrases that breathe and convey
emotion, rather than just running up and down scales.

Practice Call and Response: Challenge yourself to “converse” with your own
playing, alternating between question and answer phrases.

Learn Licks and Motifs: Build a vocabulary of blues licks you can insert into your
solos, then modify and combine them in new ways.

Embracing the Emotional Core of the Blues

Improvising blues piano is as much about feeling as it is about technique. The blues is a



genre born from expressing hardship, joy, longing, and resilience. When you sit at the
piano, try to tap into your own emotions and experiences. Let the music become a
conversation between your heart and the keys.

Remember, there is no “right” or “wrong” in improvisation—only your authentic voice. Each
note you play is a chance to tell a story, evoke a mood, or share a moment of connection
with your listeners. As you explore blues piano improvisation, you’ll find that the journey is
as fulfilling as the destination. So, keep experimenting, listen deeply, and let your fingers
tell the timeless story of the blues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential scales to know for improvising
blues piano?
The essential scales for improvising blues piano include the blues scale, pentatonic scale,
and the mixolydian mode. The blues scale, in particular, is fundamental as it contains the
flattened third, fifth, and seventh notes that give blues its distinctive sound.

How can I add more emotion to my blues piano
improvisation?
To add more emotion, focus on dynamics, phrasing, and use of space. Use techniques like
bending notes, sliding between notes, and varying your touch. Experiment with call-and-
response patterns and emphasize the blue notes (flattened 3rd, 5th, and 7th) to convey
feeling.

What role does rhythm play in blues piano
improvisation?
Rhythm is crucial in blues piano improvisation as it drives the groove and feel of the music.
Syncopation, swing rhythm, and the use of triplets help create the characteristic blues
shuffle. Paying attention to timing and groove makes your improvisation more engaging
and authentic.

How do I start improvising if I'm a beginner on blues
piano?
Start by learning the 12-bar blues progression and the blues scale in a few keys. Practice
playing simple licks using the blues scale over the chord changes. Listen to blues piano
masters for inspiration and gradually experiment with combining licks and creating your
own phrases.

Can I incorporate jazz techniques into blues piano



improvisation?
Yes, incorporating jazz techniques such as chromatic passing tones, extended chords, and
altered scales can add sophistication to blues piano improvisation. Many blues pianists
blend jazz elements to enrich their solos and create a unique sound while still maintaining
the blues feel.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when
improvising blues piano?
Common mistakes include overplaying or trying to play too fast, neglecting the groove and
feel, ignoring the chord changes, and not listening to other musicians. It's important to
focus on phrasing, dynamics, and staying connected to the blues structure rather than just
playing notes.

Additional Resources
Improvising Blues Piano: A Professional Exploration into Technique and Expression

Improvising blues piano stands as one of the most expressive and technically engaging
facets of musical performance. Rooted in a rich tradition that dates back to the early 20th
century, the art of crafting spontaneous melodies over the distinctive blues progression
challenges pianists to blend technical skill, emotional depth, and a profound understanding
of musical language. For musicians, educators, and enthusiasts seeking to deepen their
grasp of this genre, an analytical approach to improvising blues piano reveals the nuances,
strategies, and stylistic elements that define this enduring musical form.

The Foundations of Improvising Blues Piano

At its core, improvising blues piano involves creating music in real-time within the harmonic
and rhythmic framework of the blues. Typically, this means navigating a 12-bar blues
progression, characterized by a specific chord sequence that revolves around the I, IV, and
V chords in a given key. Mastery of these chords and an understanding of their function
within the progression are prerequisites for any pianist looking to improvise authentically.

However, beyond simply playing the right chords, effective blues improvisation demands
fluency in the blues scale, pentatonic scales, and various modal options. The blues scale,
with its distinctive flattened third, fifth, and seventh notes, provides the sonic palette that
colors improvisations with the genre’s signature sound. Pianists often interweave these
scales with chromatic runs and passing tones, adding complexity and emotional tension to
their solos.

Technical Elements That Define Blues Piano



Improvisation

Several technical features underpin the art of improvising blues piano:

Use of Blue Notes: The incorporation of flattened notes—especially the diminished
fifth or “blue fifth”—creates tension and release, a hallmark of blues expression.

Syncopation and Rhythmic Variation: Blues piano relies heavily on syncopated
rhythms, off-beat accents, and swing feel. This approach breaks the monotony of
straight rhythms and injects groove into the performance.

Call and Response: A conversational technique where a phrase is played (call) and
answered by another phrase (response), often between the right and left hands or
between the pianist and other musicians.

Left-Hand Patterns: The left hand often employs walking bass lines, boogie-woogie
patterns, or chordal "comping" techniques that provide harmonic support and
rhythmic drive.

Dynamic Control: Varying volume and attack intensity to convey emotion and
emphasize certain melodic ideas.

Strategies for Developing Blues Piano
Improvisation Skills

Improvising blues piano is not merely about technical execution but also about developing
a personal voice within the genre. This requires both structured practice and creative
experimentation. Below are core strategies that professional pianists often use to advance
their improvisational abilities.

1. Mastering the 12-Bar Blues Progression

Understanding the 12-bar blues form inside and out is essential. This involves not only
memorizing chord changes but also internalizing their harmonic relationships and typical
variations. Experimenting with substitutions, such as secondary dominants or diminished
chords, can add harmonic interest while maintaining the blues feel.

2. Developing Scale Fluency

Practicing the blues scale and related pentatonic scales across all keys enables seamless
melodic improvisation. Incorporating chromaticism and modal mixture further expands



melodic options. Many educators emphasize the importance of playing scales in different
rhythmic patterns to avoid mechanical sounding solos.

3. Listening and Transcribing Influential Blues Pianists

Immersing oneself in recordings by pioneers like Otis Spann, Pinetop Perkins, or modern
artists such as Dr. John offers invaluable insight into phrasing, articulation, and stylistic
nuance. Transcribing solos by ear trains the musician’s internal sense of melody and
rhythm, which is crucial for authentic improvisation.

4. Exploring Rhythmic Variations and Groove

The blues is deeply connected to rhythm and feel. Experimenting with swing eighth notes,
triplets, and syncopations adds vitality to improvisation. Pianists should also learn to lock in
with the rhythm section, adapting their phrasing to complement drums and bass.

5. Incorporating Emotional Expression

Technical proficiency alone does not define great blues improvisation. Conveying emotion
through dynamics, note choice, and timing is vital. Techniques such as bending notes,
employing rubato, and using space effectively can make solos more compelling.

Comparing Blues Piano Improvisation to Other
Jazz Styles

While blues piano improvisation shares common ground with jazz improvisation,
particularly in its harmonic framework and use of scales, it maintains distinct
characteristics. Jazz improvisation often involves more complex chord changes and
extended harmonies, while blues tends to emphasize simplicity and emotional directness.

For example, bebop piano improvisation frequently employs rapid chord substitutions and
altered scales, contributing to a dense harmonic texture. In contrast, blues piano often
thrives on repetitive motifs, call-and-response phrasing, and the expressive use of blue
notes, prioritizing feel over harmonic complexity.

This distinction influences the approach to improvisation. Blues pianists may focus more on
groove and emotional storytelling, whereas jazz pianists might emphasize technical
virtuosity and harmonic exploration. Understanding these differences helps pianists tailor
their improvisational approach based on stylistic context.



Pros and Cons of Different Improvisational Approaches
in Blues Piano

Traditional Approach:

Pros: Maintains authenticity, easier for beginners, emphasizes emotional
expression.

Cons: May limit harmonic exploration and innovation.

Modern/Hybrid Approach:

Pros: Incorporates jazz and contemporary elements, expands harmonic
vocabulary.

Cons: Risks losing the raw emotional quality of traditional blues.

Technological Tools and Resources for Enhancing
Blues Piano Improvisation

In the digital age, pianists have access to a variety of tools that can facilitate the learning
and practicing of blues improvisation.

Backing Tracks and Loopers

Using blues backing tracks allows pianists to practice improvisation within a consistent
rhythmic and harmonic context. Loopers enable musicians to record their own chord
progressions and build layered improvisations, fostering creativity.

Educational Software and Apps

Applications offering interactive lessons on blues scales, chord progressions, and
improvisation techniques provide structured practice environments. Many apps include
features for slow playback and looping specific sections, aiding transcription and skill
acquisition.



Online Communities and Masterclasses

Platforms like YouTube, online courses, and forums offer access to tutorials from renowned
blues pianists. Engaging with these resources can accelerate learning and expose pianists
to diverse improvisational styles.

The Role of Improvisation in Performance and
Composition

Improvising blues piano is not confined to live performance; it also informs compositional
processes. Many blues pieces originate from improvised ideas that are later refined into
structured compositions. The spontaneity inherent in improvisation fosters originality and
personal expression, contributing to the evolution of the genre.

In ensemble settings, improvisation facilitates interaction among musicians, allowing for
dynamic communication and creative interplay. This aspect is vital in blues, where
emotional storytelling and collective expression are emphasized.

As pianists delve deeper into improvising blues piano, they often find that the boundaries
between composition and improvisation blur, enriching their musicianship and fostering a
more holistic understanding of the music.

The journey into blues piano improvisation is multifaceted, blending technical mastery with
emotional depth. Whether approached from a traditional or contemporary angle, it remains
a compelling avenue for pianists to explore the expressive potential of their instrument
within one of America’s most influential musical genres.

Improvising Blues Piano
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part, so the student can play along with a professional rhythm section which includes piano,
vibraphone, alto flute, drums, and bass. Historical and performance notes are provided with each
blues composition. The author enlisted the skills of jazz pianist Charlie Freeman in editing the book
and providing fingering for both the treble and bass piano parts, making these pieces more
accessible to novice players.Ê If your knowledge of blues theory or terminology is lacking, this is the
book for you! Author Vince Corozine thoroughly explores and demonstrates: blues and pentatonic
scale theory, blue notes, grace notes, pedal-points, tremolos, trills, syncopation, anticipation,
delayed beats, slash chords, boogie-woogie left-hand patterns, walking bass, stride piano style,
straight eighths, swing eighths, passing tones, rolled chords, riffs, filler chords, substitutions, and
comping styles.Ê This book also includes essential blues chord theory as well as tips on tasteful
chord voicing presented in the context of accompanying a soloist (comping); in addition, the chord
progressions represented by the written notation are carefully annotated in every example in the
book. The Appendix includes helpful tips on comping, practice, and jazz soloing, plus a list of
noteworthy jazz pianists, a key to chord symbols, and a glossary of jazz terms used in the book. If
you are not a competent blues pianist when you first pick up this book, you will be by the time you
complete it! Includes access to online audio.
  improvising blues piano: Tim Richard's Jazz Piano Notebook - Volume 3 of Scot
Ranney's "Jazz Piano Notebook Series" Tim Richards, 2017-12-04 Scot Ranney's Jazz Piano
Notebook series is a collection of jazz piano books written by Scot Ranney and other jazz pianists.
Volume 3 is by Tim Richards, a renown jazz pianist, composer, and author of the acclaimed
Improvising Blues Piano and Exploring Jazz Piano series' and other books [Schott Music]. These are
routines I believe are beneficial to anyone who understands the basics of jazz harmony and
improvisation. I hope they throw a new slant on familiar chord sequences, or suggest new directions
in your playing. Tim has been a presence on the international jazz scene since the early 80s and has
over a dozen albums out as a leader, featuring line-ups from duo to nine-piece. The tips and
exercises in this book will help strengthen the connection between your ears and fingers to make it
easier to play what you want. Level: Intermediate to advanced. Paperback binding.
  improvising blues piano: Playing the Piano with Chords - Note Reading for Pianists Raphaël
Van Goubergen, 2021-08-30 Playing the Piano with Chords – Note Reading for Pianists is a practical
and visually clear manual for beginning pianists, self-learners and teachers. The book is divided into
two complementary parts: Piano Playing with Chords introduces accompaniment styles, chord
symbols, rhythms, voicings and creative improvisation — in the spirit of the “jazz school”. Music
Reading for Pianists covers pitch notation, rhythm, rests, time signatures and classical sheet music
reading — inspired by the “classical school”. Richly illustrated and written in a friendly, accessible
tone, the book encourages understanding, listening, and musical intuition. It is also an ideal
preparation for more advanced harmonic studies, such as those found in the author’s book Parent
Scales and Chord Scales. Originally created during the COVID-19 lockdown period in response to
students’ questions during online lessons. © 2021, Raphaël Van Goubergen (SABAM) – all rights
reserved. This edition is available exclusively through authorized sales channels such as Google Play
Books.
  improvising blues piano: A Blues Bibliography Robert Ford, 2008-03-31 A Blues
Bibliography, Second Edition is a revised and enlarged version of the definitive blues bibliography
first published in 1999. Material previously omitted from the first edition has now been included,
and the bibliography has been expanded to include works published since then. In addition to
biographical references, this work includes entries on the history and background of the blues,
instruments, record labels, reference sources, regional variations and lyric transcriptions and
musical analysis. The Blues Bibliography is an invaluable guide to the enthusiastic market among
libraries specializing in music and African-American culture and among individual blues scholars.
  improvising blues piano: The Cambridge Companion to the Piano David Rowland,
1998-11-19 A Companion to the piano, one of the world's most popular instruments.
  improvising blues piano: Play it again: Piano Melanie Spanswick, 2022-09-22 Did you use to



play the piano? Would you like to play again? This is the first of two books of Play it again: Piano. It
will reunite you with the keyboard using real pieces from the piano repertoire to teach specific
techniques and tips, to get you playing fluently once again. The level of pieces in this first book
progresses from around UK grades 1 to 4 (elementary to intermediate). I used to play the piano...
Aimed at 'returning' players who have spent some time away from the keyboard, Play it again: Piano
gives you the confidence to revisit this fulfilling pastime and go beyond what you previously thought
you could achieve. Each of the 28 pieces in Book 1 is accompanied by two full pages of
easy-to-understand practice tips, all designed to get your fingers speeding comfortably across the
keys once again! There are more comprehensive Piano Technique and Theory sections at the front
and back of each book, so you can also delve deeper to regain a fuller understanding of music and
technique. A refresher course for all abilities Each book is arranged in 4 progressive sections, with
Book 1 moving from 'Elementary' to 'Intermediate', and Book 2 taking you from 'Late Intermediate'
to 'Late Advanced'. Dip in and out wherever your level of playing suits: this two-book course starts
with simple and elegant miniatures and concludes with the famously showy Prelude in C-sharp minor
by Rachmaninoff! Confident pianists could start with Book 2, but there is a wealth of delightful
repertoire and valuable practice tips in Book 1 – it's always useful to go 'back to basics'. From
Schumann to shuffles Baroque, Classical and Romantic works sit alongside Jazz, Ragtime,
contemporary or traditional pieces at every level, so each lesson brings something different and
you'll learn to play in a range of styles, some of which may be new to your fingers. If you often find
yourself saying I used to play the piano... but wish you still did, then Play it again: Piano is the
resource for you!
  improvising blues piano: Blues, Funk, Rhythm and Blues, Soul, Hip Hop, and Rap Eddie S.
Meadows, 2010-06-10 Despite the influence of African American music and study as a worldwide
phenomenon, no comprehensive and fully annotated reference tool currently exists that covers the
wide range of genres. This much needed bibliography fills an important gap in this research area
and will prove an indispensable resource for librarians and scholars studying African American
music and culture.
  improvising blues piano: Jazz Piano Fundamentals (Book 2) Jeremy Siskind, 2024-01-19
Jazz Piano Fundamentals (Book 2) is master-teacher Jeremy Siskind’s welcoming, clear, and detailed
guide to intermediate jazz piano study. Jazz Piano Fundamentals (Book 2) guides intermediate jazz
students through six months (or more) of jazz piano instruction by providing clear, thoughtful, and
progressive lessons, improvisation exercises, rote exercises, written exercises, listening guides,
transcription projects, and practice plans. Every unit includes frequently asked questionsand
exclusive video content to ensure that all subjects are presented clearly and with sufficient depth.
Subjects include scale patterns, improvising with non-chord tones, improvising in minor keys,
motivic development, advanced comping styles, closed-position and drop two voicings, shout-chorus
voicings, rhythm changes, playing intros and endings, shell voicings, ballad playing, walking
basslines, upper structures, and much more. In the five guided transcription projects, students are
coached through completing their own transcriptions of solos by Miles Davis, Hank Mobley, Illinois
Jacquet, Horace Silver, and Bud Powell. Then, they are shown how to assimilate elements of these
masters’ styles into their own improvisations. This book is designed to be used in conjunction with
The Real Book, Volume 6. Praise for Jazz Piano Fundamentals, Book 1 “I love this book - and plan on
using it in at my own school. A must for any beginning jazz piano student!” - Martin Bejerano, jazz
pianist/composer and professor, Frost School of Music, University of Miami Jeremy Siskind's book
creates a methodology and answers questions in a way that I have almost never seen done in a jazz
educational tome. He breaks down the practice of improvisation to its smallest building blocks, and
is careful to relate each lesson to real-life examples from the jazz canon....This book will be excellent
for jazz beginners, players of other instruments who wish to bone up on their piano skills, and
advanced improvisers may find ways to fill in gaps in their skill sets - Mark Shilansky,
pianist/composer, professor, Berklee College of Music “Jeremy’s book is a reflection on who he is as
a pianist - a true artist who has done his homework. Behind the meticulous attention to detail is a



respect for jazz tradition and a desire to help pianists explore their own creativity.” - Aimee Nolte,
jazz pianist/vocalist and YouTube Star “Jeremy's book is not only perfect to start this wonderful
journey called Jazz Piano, but also one to come back to... Thank you!!” - Otmaro Ruiz,
Grammy-nominated jazz pianist and professor, UCLA
  improvising blues piano: Jazz Piano Fundamentals – Book 1: Months 1-6 Jeremy Siskind,
2024-01-16 Jazz Piano Fundamentals is master-teacher Jeremy Siskind’s welcoming, clear, and
detailed guide to the first stages of jazz piano study. Each of the book’s twelve units presents
lessons, exercises, licks, activities, listening guides, and practice plans to keep studies organized,
productive, and creative. Step-by-step lessons guide students towards mastery in improvisation,
chord symbols, leadsheet reading, voicings, swing rhythm and articulation, comping, playing
basslines, personalizing a melody, the blues, bossa nova, and more. Every unit includes frequently
asked questions and exclusive video content to ensure that all subjects are presented clearly and
with sufficient depth. This book is designed to be used in conjunction with The Real Book, Volume 6.
Recommended for pianists with knowledge of all major scales and coordination to play a Chopin
Nocturne or Bach Invention
  improvising blues piano: Jazz Eddie S. Meadows, 2013-10-23 Jazz: Research and Pedagogy is
the third edition of an annotated bibliography to books, recordings, videos, and websites in the field
of jazz. Since the publication of the 2nd edition in 1995, the quantity and quality of books on jazz
research, performance, and teaching materials have increased. Although the 1995 book was the
most comprehensive annotated jazz bibliography published to that date, several books on research,
performance, and teaching materials were omitted. In addition, given the proliferation of new books
in all jazz areas since 1995, the need for a new, comprehensive, and annotated reference book on
jazz is apparent. Multiply indexed, this book will serve as an excellent tool for librarians,
researchers, and scholars in sorting through the massive amount of new material that has appeared
in the field over the last decade.
  improvising blues piano: The Story of the Blues Paul Oliver, 1998 Featuring over 200
vintage photographs and a new introduction by the author, the engaging, informative volume brings
to life the African American singers and players who created this rich genre of music as well as the
settings and experiences that inspired them. The author deftly traces the evolution of the blues from
the work songs of slaves, to acoustic country ballads, to urban sounds, to electric rhythm and blues
bands. Oliver vividly re-creates the economic, social, and regional forces that shaped the unique
blues tradition, and superbly details every facet of the music, including themes and subjects,
techniques, and recording history.
  improvising blues piano: 100 Ultimate Soul, Funk and R&B Grooves for Organ Andrew
D. Gordon, Andrew D. Gordon, world renowned music educator, author of over 60 music educational
products, has previously written numerous books on funk keyboard styles such as: “60 Of The
Funkiest Keyboard Riffs Known To Mankind”, “Funky Organ Grooves”, “Outta Sight Funk & R&B
Riffs For Piano/Keyboards” which have been well received by students, teachers and musicians all
over the world. As playing funk styles is a passion of Andrew’s, he has written this instructional book
“100 Ultimate Soul, Funk and R&B Grooves for Organ” based on the influences of the great Funk,
Soul and R&B artists such as: James Brown, Herbie Hancock, The Crusaders, Average White Band,
Marvin Gaye, Miles Davis, Stevie Wonder, Parliament, Ramsey Lewis, Booker T and The MG’s,
MFSB, Billy Preston etc. Besides the afore-mentioned styles Andrew has also added a few grooves
that are Afro-Caribbean such as: Latin, Reggae and Calypso. Each of the 100 grooves have been
recorded with the organ part playing along with a rhythm section of guitar, bass, drums and in many
of the grooves, percussion. There is also a three minute Play-A-Long track for each of the 100
grooves minus the keyboard part so that you can practice along with the rhythm tracks adding up to
over 5 hours of Play-A-Long tracks.
  improvising blues piano: A Bibliography of the Blues Joseph Charles Hickerson, 1971
  improvising blues piano: The Art of Successful Rhythm Keyboard Playing Andrew D. Gordon,
The Art Of Successful Rhythm Piano/Keyboard Playing by Andrew Gordon is for keyboardists and



pianists that need a practical approach to play in various styles such as: Blues, Rock, Jazz, Latin,
Gospel and Rhythm and Blues , whether accompanying a singer, solo instrumentalist or playing in a
band. There are 19 different 36 measure examples showing many great ways of voicing chords and
playing various rhythmic patterns. The recording consists of rhythm keyboard part, organ, bass and
drums so that you can hear how the rhythm keyboard part is played in conjunction with the other
instruments. Free downloadable audio mp3 files details inside the book. The London College of
Music in the U.K. is currently using examples from The Art of Successful Rhythm Keyboard Playing
in their jazz program as part of their recommended learning materials from grade 3 through grade
8.
  improvising blues piano: Keyboard Skills for the Practical Musician Cole Burger,
2022-02-27 Keyboard Skills for the Practical Musician provides undergraduate music majors in class
piano courses with the techniques and fundamentals they need to flourish into independent,
versatile musicians who play with confidence and sensitivity. Organized by skill (rather than level),
the topics sequenced in this textbook offer endless flexibility for instructors while guiding students
in a step-by-step approach through the development of essential keyboard skills—such as reading,
harmonization, improvisation, and accompaniment—supporting concepts learned in music theory,
ear training, private lessons, methods classes, and ensemble courses. One can draw from many
sections of the book in any given class or semester, covering a wide range of piano skills that foster
abilities frequently used in a myriad of musical professions. Features: Over 400 sightreading,
transposition, and score reading examples, along with 125 harmonization Melodies Project
assignments that promote independent learning, expose students to new musical styles, and
encourage collaboration A concluding Repertoire section with lists of solo and duet music, 10
ensemble arrangements, 6 duets, and additional pieces from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and
Post-Romantic eras Music examples include numerous works by composers from marginalized
backgrounds and from global folk music No prior piano background knowledge needed Explaining
the core elements of keyboard learning in an accessible and responsive format while accentuating
the importance of learning how to learn, Keyboard Skills for the Practical Musician offers an
essential resource for all class piano students and instructors.
  improvising blues piano: Song Sheets to Software Elizabeth C. Axford, 2009-03-26 The third
edition of Song Sheets to Software: A Guide to Print Music, Software, Instructional Media, and Web
Sites for Musicians includes information on the history of printed music and publishing and
copyright laws, as well as completely revised and updated listings of music software and other
instructional media, web sites for musicians, and technical terms. In addition, Elizabeth C. Axford
provides new information on instructional DVDs, book and audio CD sets, and music software
programs for teaching everything from children's music to high-end professional recording. The
book is divided into 16 chapters by subject matter, such as Music Appreciation; Guitar and Bass;
Country, Folk, and Traditional; and Vocal, Choral, Opera, and Musical Theater, offering both related
software titles and web sites for each topic. New to the third edition is a CD-ROM supplying Live
Links to the sites discussed, as well as an expanded and easily searchable Tech Talk and sample
print music scores. The third edition also includes sections on digital sheet music, digital online
collections of historical sheet music, video game music, and an updated bibliography. These updates
and revisions make this the most complete resource of its kind available.
  improvising blues piano: Blues Piano Practice Session Volume 1 In All 12 Keys Andrew D.
Gordon, 1900 Blues Piano Practice Session Volume 1 In All 12 Keys Catalog Number: ADG232
Author: Andrew D. Gordon Publisher: ADG Productions I have created various Blues riffs and has
transposed them into all 12 keys along with backing tracks to practice with giving you the student a
fun way of learning how to play in all keys. We all learned how to play our scales in all 12 keys so I
have taken that concept and applied it to learning to play the Blues so that you can try to become
equally adept at playing in as many keys as possible. I have heard from teachers who have used my
“100 Ultimate Blues Riffs” book who will only allow a student to move on to the next riff once they
have mastered playing the riff they are working on in all 12 keys, certainly a great but challenging



musical exercise. Each of the riffs are either 2 or 4 measures in length that are notated and recorded
around the cycle of 4th.s Also, there is a notation page whereby the riff is being used in a 12 bar
blues progression so that you can see how to apply the riff to a real world situation. Each riff has
been recorded 4 times: 1. Piano with rhythm tracks recorded around the cycle of 4th.s 2. Rhythm
tracks recorded around the cycle of 4th.s to practice with 3. Piano with rhythm tracks recorded in a
12 bar blues progression in a designated key. 4. Rhythm tracks recorded in a 12 bar blues
progression in the same key. Reasons for practicing in all 12 keys. Often a singer cannot reach
certain notes in the key that you have learned the song in, therefore you will probably be asked to
change the key of the song which you can do with confidence knowing all 12 keys. Having the
knowledge of playing in all 12 keys, it will then become easier to learn new songs, whatever key they
are in. Blues often use the keys of C, F, G, Bb, Eb, Guitar music often uses the keys of E, A, D, by
learning as many keys as possible will enable you to adapt to the musical situation you are playing
in. Taking riffs, chord progressions etc. through all 12 keys is a great ear training tool relying on
your ears to play in keys that you are not used to before the muscle memory sets in. Practicing in all
12 keys is a great exercise for the brain, it is obviously hard work but the more you do it the benefits
will become apparent. By practicing in all 12 keys you will start to see various musical patterns
evolve that will help you speed up the process of learning music. It is my hope that as you practice
playing in the various keys you will eventually not need the music and be able to transpose in your
head.
  improvising blues piano: Alfred's group piano for adults E. L. Lancaster, Kenon D.
Renfrow, 2008-04 The Second Edition of Alfred's Group Piano for Adults, Book 2 includes updates
inspired by numerous recommendations from group piano teachers and students. This book includes
a CD-ROM containing both Audio and General MIDI Files of the 500+ accompaniments included in
the text, each with an interesting and engaging arrangement coupled with the piano part. Designed
for collegiate non-keyboard music majors with little or no keyboard experience, the easy-to-use text
contains 26 units, each intended to be covered in one week, thus fulfilling two semesters or three
quarters of study. Theory, technique, sight-reading, repertoire, harmonization, improvisation, and
ensemble activities are taught thoroughly and consistently throughout the text. The comb binding
creates a lay-flat book that is perfect for study and performance. Book 2 is 408 pages.
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